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CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS,  RELATING  TO 
OPERATIONS  IN  SOUTHEASTERN  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH 
CAROLINA,  FROM  AUGUST  1,  1864,  TO  SEPTEMBER  30, 
1864.* 

TJNIOJST    CORRES3?»O3SmTr;]SrCK;,    JCTC. 

[AUGUST  1,  1864. — For  Grant  to  Halleck,  in  regard  to  sending  Sheri 
dan  to  command  troops  in  the  Sheuandoah  Valley,  &c.,  see  Vol. 
XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  558.] 


[AUGUST  1,  1864.— For  Grant  to  Meade  (9.30  a.  m.),  relating  to  losses 
in  the  attack  of  July  30,  and  suggesting  an  investigation  of  the  failure, 
&c.,  see  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  p.  134^] 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

In  reply  to  my  lettert  to  General  Lee,  I  received  this  morning  about 
6  o'clock  a  lettert  from  General  Beauregard,  consenting  to  a  truce  from 
5  to  t),  for  the  purpose  of  burying  the  dead  and  removing  the  wounded. 
The  firing  has  been  resumed,  but  no  report  yet  received  from  General 
Burnside  as  to  the  numbers  on  the  Held.  General  Buruside  reports  his 
losses  as  amounting  to  2,000  killed  and  wounded  and  2,500  missing. 
On  being  called  on  to  explain  the  occurrence  of  such  a  large  number  of 
missing  the  accompanying  dispatch  was  received. £  As  this,  dated  at 
9.10  p.  m.  July  31,  was  the  first  report  of  any  kind  made  to  me  since 
leaving  Burnside's  headquarters  with  yourself,  the  justice  of  attribut 
ing  this  apparently  disgraceful  flight  to  the  order  authorizing  the  with 
drawal  can  be  judged  of. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

*  For  Correspondence,  etc.,  from  October  1, 1864,  to  December  31, 1864,  see  Part  III. 
t  See  Vol.  XL,,  Part  III,  pp.  6'Jl,  821. 
\  See  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  p.  146. 

(3) 


4  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  I,  186-i — 1 .15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEAI>E, 

Comdfj.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant's  Hdqrs.  : 
The  signal  officer  on  Jerusalem  plank  road  reports: 

Two  thousand  cavalry  passed  to  our  lett  OH  "Weldon  railroad;  were,  forty-lour 
luiuutes  iu  passiug,  commencing  at  10.05,  followed  by  liftecii  ambulances. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Stuff. 

(Copy  to  General  Sheridan.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1,  ItW-L — 1.30  }).  in. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Comdy.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Hdqrs.  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Grant  : 
Three  deserters  from  Mahone's  division,  who  came  in  this  morning* 
state  that  Heth's  division  returned  on  Saturday  night  and  took  its  old 
position  on  the  right.    They  say  that  they  heard  that  Wilcox's  division 
returned. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1,  lsti-1. 
Colonel  SIIARPE, 

City  Point  : 

Deserter,  who  left  the  trenches  8  p.  m.  yesterday,  says  up  to  the  time 
he  left  he  heard  of  no  troops  returning  here.  Wright's  and  Mahone's 
brigades  were  still  in  support  of  Johnson's  division,  near  the  mine. 
Can't  learn  what  has  taken  their  place  on  enemy's  right. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  d'c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  UEPT., 

August  J,  ISfj-l. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Three  deserters  from  the  Twelfth  and  Forty-eighth  Mis 
sissippi  Ixegiineuts,  of  Mahone's  division,  who  left  the  picket-line  last 
night  at  12  o'clock,  came  in  this  morning  and  report  substantially  as 
follows:  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  after  the  explosion  of  the 
mine,  Sanders',  Wright's,  and  Mahone's  brigades  left  the  trenches  to 
drive  our  men  from  their  works.  Finegan's  brigade  retained  its  posi 
tion  next  to  Johnson's  division.  Harris'  brigade  deployed  in  one  rank 
and  occupied  the  position  in  the  trenches  vacated  by  Sanders,  Wright, 
and  Mahone.  The  three  last-named  brigades  they  think  are  lying  in 
reserve  of  Johnson's  division.  Heth's  division  arrived  there  on  Satur 
day  night  and  took  a  position  on  the  right  of  Mahoue's  division.  When 
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these  men  were  at  their  brigade  lust  they  had  closed  up  to  their  old 
position,  Finegan  remaining  on  their  left  and  ITeth's  division  on  their 
right.  They  heard  that  Wilcox's  division  hud  also  returned.  They 
have  had  negro  prisoners,  whom  they  captured  from  us,  at  work  exhum 
ing  their  dead  from  the  mine.  They  had  from  1*00  to  250  negro  prisoners 
at  work  there.  They  all  say  that  they  have  seen  many  battle-fields,  but 
never  saw  so  many  dead  men  lying  on  the  same  space  of  ground  as 
they  saw  there.  They  say  that  the  most  of  them  appeared  to  be  killed 
by  artillery,  as  they  were  horribly  mangled.  They  also  state  that  their 
men  are  at  work  rebuilding  the  fort  which  was  blown  up. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  McEXTEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST- MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  1,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Private  Thompson,  of  the  Second  Florida  Regiment,  Perry's  brigade, 
came  in  this  morning  and  reports  that  he  left  the  picket-line  about  1'J 
o'clock  last  night.  He  was  in  the  trenches  just  before  dark,  and  up 
to  that  time  no  re-enforcements  had  arrived  that  he  had  heard  of. 
Mahone's  and  Wright's  brigades  are  still  in  position  near  the  mine. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  MoENTEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1,  1864. 
Col.  G.  H.  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Deserters  report  that  Heth's  division  returned  Saturday  evening  and 
took  position  on  the  right  of  Mahone,  joining  Harris'  brigade.  Wright's, 
Mahone's,  and  Sanders'  brigades  are  lying  in  reserve  for  Johnson's 
division.  They  also  think  that  Wilcox's  division  has  returned,  and 
were  told  that  all  the  troops  which  followed  Second  Corps  to  north  of 
James  had  returned.  Fiuegan  is  between  Harris  and  Johnson's  divis 
ion. 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain,  d'C. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864— !>  a.  m. 
Captain  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

Parties  of  enemy  at  work  on  embrasure  in  redoubt  at  Gregory's 
house,  also  on  new  work  half  a  mile  to  right  and  rear  of  Gregory's 
house. 

I.  S.  LYOX, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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AUGUST  1,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

Labor  is  being  performed  on  redoubts  to  left  of  Gregory's  house. 
Four  teams  have  been  employed  in  drawing  logs  to  work  on  fort,  half 
a  mile  to  left  of  Gregory's  house.  To  what  use  they  are  put  cannot  be 
seen.  A  fort,  or  very  high,  short  embankment,  is  being  constructed 
one-half  mile  northwest  of  Gregory's  house.  It  will  command  tlie 
rrhole  area  behind  their  front  line  of  works  to  the  right  and  left  of 
Gregory's  house. 

I.  S.  LYOX, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  1,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  message  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded: 

PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  August  1,  1S64. 

At  6  a.  m.  75  prisoners*  passed  to  our  left  on  Weldon  railroad.  Large  details  are 
working  on  fort  near  Weldon  railroad.  Lilies  in  our  front  remain  the  same  aa 
reported  yesterday. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STEYKER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 

Major  FISHER: 

Can  the  signal  officers  at  plank  road  distinguish  uniforms  of  men 
passing  along  Weldon  railroad  f 

A.  A.  H., 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Jordan',*  Hoime,  August  1,  1864. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

A  column  of  cavalry  is  going  into  Petersburg  on  the  Richmond  road 
Twenty  minutes  in  passing  a  point.  Twenty-eight  wagons  and  seven 
teen  ambulances  have  passed. 

T.  E.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE.  August  1,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Major  FIS.HER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

About  as  many  more  cavalry  and  wagons  have  passed  in  same  direc 
tion  since  last  report. 

T.  E.  CLAEK, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 

*  See  Fulton  to  Stryker,  1.30  p.  m.,  p.  7. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  1,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  dispatch  just 
received  from  the  station  on  right  and  rear  of  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Within«the  last  hour  upward  of  100  wagon*,  with  a  largo  number  of  straggling 
horsemen,  have  passed  an  open  space  in  the  southern  outskirts  of  the  city  left  of 
lead-works  toward  the  enemy's  front.  Wagons  still  passing. 

DAVIS, 

Captain. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order: 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 

Major  FISHER: 

At  what  hour  was  this  observed?     Return  to  me  at  once. 

A.  A.  H. 


PLANK  ROAD,  August  1,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

At  11.30  a.  in.  a  train  of  thirty-three  wagons  and  eleven  ambulances 
passed  to  our  left  on  Weldon  railroad;  1.15  p.  m.  a  train  of  sixty-eight 
wagons,  with  cavalry  guard,  followed  on  same  road. 

FULTOX, 
Signal  Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  1,  1864. 
Sergeant  FULTON: 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  how  you  recognized  the 
prisoners  reported  this  morning  as  belonging  to  our  army.  Your  reports 
are  good.  Send  them  in  as  frequently  as  any  change  occurs  within 
your  observation. 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 

Adjutant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  1,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  WILLIAM  S.  STRYKER  : 

I  reported  them  pioneers,  not  prisoners.     The  mistake,  likely,  was 
made  in  its  transmittal  by  telegraph  from  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  1,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER  : 

At  4  p.  m.  150  cavalry  passed  to  our  left  on  same  road  (Weldon  rail 
road)  as  before  reported.    Nojith^er  movements  visible  since  last  report. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 


8  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1,  ISGi — C,  a.  in. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  FIFTH  CORPS: 

A  cessation  of  hostilities  until  9  a.  m.  to-day  has  been  agreed  upon, 
to  enable  us  to  bring  in  the  wounded  and  dead  between  the  lines.  No 
officers  or  men  will  be  permitted  to  advance  beyond  our  lines,  except 
such  as  are  detailed  to  bring  off  the  wounded  and  dead,  and  no  com 
munication  will  be  had  with  the  enemy. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  officers  of  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  3864. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  I  wish  you  would  let  me  know  when  you  are  ready  to 
relieve  my  batteries  on  the  line  on  the  left  flank.     If  you  desire  it  I  can 
lend  you  the  batteries  until  such  time  ns  you  can  spare  them. 
Yours,  truly, 

WINFD   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  /.  186-1 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

GENERAL:  On  account  of  my  small  infantry  force  I  did  not  intend  to 
post  new  batteries  on  the  line.  1  have  two  in  reserve  that  I  can  send 
in  when  I  send  in  my  infantry  reserves.  1  calculate  1  shall  have  time 
for  that.  I  informed  your  staff  officer  last  night  that  I  did  not  want 
batteries  in  position  along  the  line,  and  that  yours  could  be  withdrawn 
at  any  time. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Ma  jo  r-G  en  era  I . 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL:  I  have  the. honor  to  report  that  my  troops  on  the  left 
flank  have  been  entirely  withdrawn,  having  been  relieved  by  General 
Warren's  command,  with  the  exception  of  two  batteries.  These  I  am 
to  withdraw  at  pleasure,  in  accordance  with  an  understanding  to  that 
effect  with  General  Warren.  The  Second  Division  is  encamped  in  the 
wood  between  the  Southall  house  and  Norfolk  railroad.  The  other 
divisions  occupy  their  old  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864 — 1JO  a.  m. 

The  following,  just  received,  is  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding : 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

July  31,  1864— 12.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL:  The  division  officer  of  the  day  reports  at  7  p.  m.  that  a  column  of  rebel 
infantry  was  moving  this  afternoon  to  our  left  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  followed  by 
a  train  of  ambulances.  Also  the  troops  massed  in  front  of  the  picket-line  of  my  left 
brigade  have  left,  and  that  there  are  now  more  troops  occupying  breast-works  iu 
their  front  than  there  have  been  for  several  days.  That  some  movement  of  horsemen 
was  seen,  supposed  to  be  watering  artillery  horses.  That  in  front  of  my  right  they 
repitched  their  tents  again  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  18C>4 — 9.50  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  my  front  during  the  night.  A 
dispatch  was  received  this  a.  m.  respecting  the  flag  of  truce,  and  the 
necessary  instructions  given  to  the  command.  One  deserter  from  fifth 
Florida  was  received  last  night  and  sent  up. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864—9  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  my  front  to-day.  A  detail  of 
300  men  is  at  work  to-night  at  the  battery  on  General  Grim'n's  left, 
under  Captain  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Engineers. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  report  as  soon  as  practica 
ble  the  number  of  wounded  brought  in,  and  also  the  number  of  dead 
buried  during  the  cessation  of  hostilities  this  morning. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

About  220  dead  were,  found  between  the  lines  and  are  now  buried. 
About  twenty  wounded  were  found  and  brought  in.  These  men  were 
mostly  colored  troops.  I  understand  that  as  the  trenches  for  burial  of 
the  dead  were  not  finished  at  9  o'clock,  the  truce  was  informally  con 
tinued  till  the  dead  could  be  buried.  I  have  sent  a  stall'  officer  out  to 
ascertain  the  facts  and  will  report. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Mayor-General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ^  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  35.  i  Before  Petersburg,  Yd.,  August  ],  18G4. 

In  relieving  Capt.  W.  IT.  Harris,  chief  of  ordnance,  from  duty  with 
this  corps,  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
commanding  general  regrets  the  loss  of  an  officer  distinguished  for  his 
able  and  thorough  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  his  department.  In  the 
campaign  of  this  corps  in  East  Tennessee,  and  during  the  present 
operations  in  Virginia,  while  faithfully  discharging,  often  under  cir 
cumstances  of  the  utmost  difficulty,  the  important  duties  of  his  position, 
his  usefulness  has  never  been  con  lined  to  its  limits,  but  has  always 
been  forward  when  the  occasion  required  to  assume  with  alacrity  and 
courage  the  office  of  an  aide.  The  commanding  general  parts  from  him 
with  the  highest  appreciation  of  his  services  and  respect  for  himself, 
and  his  best  wishes  for  his  future  welfare. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Burnside : 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  ],  ISM. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  detail  from  my  command 
relieved  the  brigade  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  occupying  the  line  on 
my  front  at  9  o'clock.     At  the  time  of  relieving  there  was  brisk  mus 
ketry  tiring,  which  soon  ceased,  and  everything  has  remained  quiet 
until  this  time.    There  is  a  flag  of  truce  now  nyiug  and  details  are 
engaged  in  burying  the  dead  and  bringing  in  the  wounded. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- Genera /,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Fa.,  August  1,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  detail  was  sent  from 
each  brigade  of  this  division  during  the  suspension  of  hostilities  this 
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morning-,  which  assisted  to  bury  the  dead  and  remove  the  wounded 
lying1  in  front  of  my  line.     There  has  been  unusual  quiet  on  the  front 
for  the  past  twelve  hours  with  nothing'  of  importance  to  report. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- (General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  OTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  88.  )  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1,  18GL 

I.  The  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers  are 
temporarily  transferred  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division  for  the 
purpose  of  equalizing  the  commands. 

II.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Pleasants,  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylva 
nia  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter : 

SAML.  WRIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WHITE,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  quiet  night  in  my  front. 
My  men  abstained  from  firing  on  account  of  the  wounded  on^this  slope 
of  the  Crater  and  between  tho  lines.  The  truce  for  burying  "dead,  &c., 
is  now  being  observed.  My  rifle-pits  were  greatly  strengthened  with 
abatis  and  sand-bags  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1,  18H4. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  on  my  front  the  last 
twelve  hours.  The  enemy  have  had  a  strong  force  at  work  on  the  ex 
ploded  fort  the  last  few  hours. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Camp  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Cutler's  division 
of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  relieved  at  11  o'clock  last  evening  by  Colonel 
Thomas'  brigade.  Nothing  unusual  occurred  during  the  night  on  my 
front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  FERRERO, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Any  it  tit  7,  1$<>4. 
Brigadier-General  TORBERT, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  .Diriaion,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  stop  shipping  your  artil 
lery,  and  that  you  embark  your  cavalry  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

McCanii's,  near  Norfolk  Railroad,  August  1,  1SG4. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  WILSON, 

Commanding  Third  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  [you]  move  one  of  the 
brigades  of  your  division  over  to  Lee's  Mill  early  to-morrow  morning  and 
relieve  General  Kautz's  division,  now  picketing  in  that  vicinity.  Gen 
eral  Kautz  will  hand  over,  for  the  guidance  of  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  brigade  detailed  by  you,  his  instructions  on  this  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTII, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


ORDERS.]    HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS. 

August  1,  1S<>4 — ~)  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Chapman,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  move 
with  his  command  to  Lee's  Mill  at  once  and  relieve  General  Kautz's 
division,  now  picketing  in  that  vicinity.  General  Mclntosh,  command 
ing  First  Brigade,  will  relieve  the  regiment  of  the  Second  Brigade  on 
picket  here  with  one  of  his  regiments,  and  the  former,  upon  being  re 
lieved,  will  proceed  to  Lee's  Mill  to  join  its  brigade. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assist  a  nt  A  dju  ta  n  t-  Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  1,  ISG-t. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  WEITZEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL  :  The  signal  officer  at  the  Water  Battery  reports  at  7.25  a. 
in.  that  a  train  of  fifty-four  wagons  and  ten  ambulances  has  just  crossed 
Chafnn's  farm,  going  west.    The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports 
that  at  4.45  a.  in.  a  train  passed  the  Junction  toward  Richmond. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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AUGUST  1,  1864—10.30  a.  in. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City  Point: 

Signal  officers  at  Spring  Hill  and  at  tower  report  that  they  see  a 
column  of  3,000  to  4,000  cavalry  passing  Junction  going  toward  Peters 
burg;  also  baggage  and  forage  train  of  sixty  wagons. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


WATER  BATTERY  SIGNAL,  STATION, 

August  1,  18(J4 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

Four  thousand  or  5,000  cavalry  crossed  Chaffiu's  farm  this  a.  in.  going 
west. 

G.  S.  DANA, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  1,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WEITZEL, 

Acting   Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  at  7.45  a.  m.  that 
eleven  empty  cars  passed  the  Junction  toward  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPRING  HILL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  1,  1864—9.45  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

A  long  column  of  cavalry  (about  3,000)  and  thirty  baggage  wagons 
just  passed  the  Junction  on  turnpike  going  toward  Petersburg;  also 
twenty-two  wagons,  loaded  with  forage,  toward  Richmond. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  1,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  at  10  a.  m.  that 
another  column  of  about  1,500  cavalry  and  forty-two  wagons  had  just 
passed  the  Junction  toward  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON. 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  1,  186-1 — 12  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  and  is  re 
spectfully  forwarded : 

SPRING  HILL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  1.  1S64— 11.45  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON:  - 

One  regiment  of  iufantry  and  forty  wagons  on  turnpike  just  passed  the  Junction 
toward  Petersburg. 

A.  G.  SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER. 

August  1,  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  .'J.,'50  p.  in. 
"about  2,000  cavalry  and  thirty-five  wagons  passed  the  railroad  junc 
tion  going  toward  Petersburg." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  1,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  SMITH  : 

The  enemy  attacked  my  picket-line  on  my  right  in  considerable  force 
about  5.30  p.  m.,  and  drove  my  vedettes  back  to  main  line,  but  were 
repulsed  on  reaching  there.  The  reserve  was  at  once  ordered  up  in 
season  to  assist  in  repelling  a  second  charge  and  in  following  up  and 
re-establishing  my  line  of  vedettes  on  the  original  line.  I  had  ,'3  or  1 
of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  wounded.  The  enemy  is  reported  to  have 
suffered  considerably  in  the  last  charge. 
Respectfully. 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


AUGUST  1,  1804. 
General  FOSTER, 

Deep  Bottom : 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  commanding  general  thanks  you  and 
your  troops  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  you  repulsed  the  attack 
upon  your  lines  this  evening. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
,  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  1,  1S6L 
General  ORD, 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

Lieutenant-General  Grautdesires  me  to  say  that  the  work  to  strengthen 
and  perfect  your  defensive  line  should  be  begun  at  once  by  your 
engineer  officer,  who  will  act  under  the  instructions  of  General  Barnard, 
chief  engineer. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WEITZEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff,  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
SIR:  You  will  please  state  to  the  general  commanding  that  the  reduc 
tion  of  my  forces  for  duty  in  the  trenches,  by  the  loss  of  General  Tur 
ner's  division,  will  prevent  the  withdrawal  for  organization  of  the  col 
ored  division,  or  leave  me  with  a  force  inadequate  to  meet  the  force  ot 
the  enemy  in  my  front.  My  information  leads  me  to  believe  they  are 
stronger  in  my  front  than  I  would  then  be.  At  present  I  have  to  keep 
two-thirds  my  men  in  the  trenches. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — If  the  general  commanding  could  send  me  forces  in  their  stead, 
I  could  relieve  the  colored  division. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1,  1S64. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  KUSSELL,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 
MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Second  Brigade  of 
my  division  has  been  relieved  from  duty  in  General  Burnside's  front, 
and  are  now  in  camp  near  uiy  headquarters. 

I  am,  major,  very  resxiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CAKK, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
Colonel  Duncan's  brigade  move  about  dusk  this  evening  to  the  position 
now  occupied  by  Colonel  Henry's  brigade,  in  the  rear  of  the  position 
formerly  occupied  by  General  Turner's  division.  Colonel  Henry's  bri 
gade  will  move  away  from  its  present  position  about  dusk.  The  geii- 


16  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

eral  also  directs  that  you  order  two  regiments  of  Colonel  Duncan's  bri 
gade,  under  command  of  a  field  officer,  to  report  to  General  Ames  after 
dark  this  evening,  for  duty  in  the  second  line  of  trenches. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  RUSSELL,  JR., 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1,  1861. 
Col.  S.  A.  DUNCAN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

COLONEL  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  corps  headquarters  you  will 
move  your  brigade  about  dusk  to-night  to  the  position  now  occupied 
by  Colonel  Henry's  brigade,  in  the  rear  of  the  position  formerly  occupied 
by  General  Turner's  division.  Colonel  Henry's  brigade  will  move  away 
from  its  present  position  about  dusk.  You  will  also  order  two  regi 
ments  of  your  brigade,  under  command  of  a  field  officer,  to  report  to 
General  Ames  after  dark  this  evening  for  duty  in  the  second  line  of 
trenches. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOLON  A.  CARTER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

McCanrfs,  on  the  Norfolk  Railroad,  August  1,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Y.  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  on  your  being  re 
lieved  by  a  brigade  of  General  Wilson's  division,  you  will  at  once  move 
your  entire  division  to  position  on  the  road  leading  from  Prince  George 
Court- House  to  Indian  Point,  near  Birchett's,  and  then  go  into  camp. 
You  will  send  one  regiment  of  your  command  to  Sycamore  Church  to 
picket  the  roads  at  or  near  that  point  leading  toward  Indian  Point  and 
Coggins'  Point.  This  latter  disposition  will  be  made  to  protect  the 
general  cattle  herds  of  the  army  and  the  Cavalry  Corps  trains  at  In 
dian  Point.  You  will  also  picket  the  City  Point  road,  connecting  your 
right  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Division  picket-line. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  W.  FORSYTE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Your  quartermaster  was  ordered  last  evening   to  bring  up 
your  trains  to  Indian  Point. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Lee's  Mill,  Va.,  August  1,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  W.  FORSYTH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Corps : 
I  have  sent  to  Jones'  Neck  to  have  the  transportation  come  here 
with  the  forage  on  hand  at'  that  camp.     1  presume  that  arrangements 
will  be  made  to  supply  the  division  with  forage  and  rations  through. 
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the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  corps.  It  will,  perhaps, 
be  quite  as  easy  to  supply  the  division  from  Jones'  Neck,  as  long  as 
our  camp  remains  at  that  point.  Arrangements  had  been  completed 
and  the  arms  were  arriving  to  arm  the  division  with  carbines  complete 
and  uniformly,  which  I  should  like  to  effect  before  the  connection  with 
General  Butler's  command  is  entirely  severed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

NOTE. — All  is  quiet  here.    My  command  is  in  position.    The  enemy's 
pickets  are  close  in  front  of  mine. 

A.  V.  K. 


[AUGUST  2,  1864. — For  Grant  to  Halleck,  requesting  a  court  of  in 
quiry  on  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  the  assault  of  July  30, 
see  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  p.  18.] 


HEADQUARTERS  AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  2,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:.  Two  deserters  from  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina, 
Hoke's  division,  just  examined  at  Eighteenth  Corps  headquarters,  re 
port  the  following:  They  say  that  some  cooks  of  their  regiment  told 
them  that  they  saw  Kershaw's  division,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  take  the 
cars  yesterday  and  go  south.  The  general  supposition  was  that  they 
were  going  to  re-enforce  General  Hood.  During  the  engagement  of 
the  30th  ultimo  Colquitt's  .brigade,  of  Hoke's  division,  was  taken  from 
the  trenches  and  marched  to  the  right.  They  had  not  yet  returned  to 
their  old  positions  when  informants  left.  They  say  that  there  are  two 
field  pieces  mounted  in  rear  of  Hoke's  division  about  200  yards  beyond 
the  railroad.  General  Martin,  of  Hoke's  division,  has  resigned,  and 
Colonel  Zachry,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  is  now  commanding 
their  brigade.  They  have  heard  rumors  that  their  pioneers  were  min 
ing  in  front  of  Johnson's  division  (General  Ord's  engineer  was  going 
out  to  have  them  locate  the  spot).  Martin's  brigade  is  on  the  right  of 
Hagood's  and  Clinginan  on  the  left.  These  men  left  their  picket-lines 
last  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  cOc. 

P.  S. — These  men  also  state  that  the  men  captured  from  us  on  the  30th 
of  July  are  now  confined  at  Petersburg  within  range  of  our  guns,  and 
that  their  petitions  to  the  commanding  general  that  they  might  be, 
removed  to  a  place  of  safety  were  disregarded.  This  was  a  general 
camp  rumor. 

Respectfully, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  <(;c'. 
2   R   R — VOL   XLII,    PT   II 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC.  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  2,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL,:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  movement  of  any 
moment  was  visible  from  the  several  signal  stations  occupied. 

About  12  m.  the  enemy  took  oue  of  the  guns  out  of  the  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Gregory  Chimneys.  Fifteen  men,  with  their  knapsacks,  haversacks,  <t.c.,  moved  off 
with  the  gun,  entering  the  woods  in  their  rear,  working  parties  going  into  and 
returning  from  same  woods  all  the  day.  They  are  constructing  works  in  these 
woods;  can  only  see  small  part  of  it;  therefore  am  unable  to  say  what  kind  of  works 
they  are. 

WARTS. 

Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  2,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

All  quiet.     No  change  visible  in  camps  or  lines. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2,  1864 — ;~>  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet  to-day.     No  movements  of  enemy  visible  from  station.     A 
few  wagons  passed  and  repassed  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY-  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  200.  j  August  2,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

4.  The  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  is  relieved  from  further 
service  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  chief  of  artillery,  and  will 
report  for  duty  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  Second  Army 
Corps. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ~;,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  during  the 
night,  nothing  of  importance  transpiring. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  2,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  was  at  the  front  redoubt  on  the  plank  road  this  morning  at  10  a. 
in.,  and  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  sound  of  picking-  as  if  a  gallery 
was  being  dug  underneath  had  been  heard  there  since  yesterday  morn 
ing;  this  was  reported  yesterday,  I  am  told,  to  the  engineer  officer  and 
to  Colonel  Tiltou,  commanding  the  brigade,  who  did  not  think  it  worth 
notice.  lSTo  report  of  it  came  to  me.  I  however  went  into  the  maga 
zines  and  the  sound  of  picking  is  constant  and  distinct;  as  many  as 
three  picks  at  work.  I  listened  carefully  and  am  satisfied  the  sound 
was  not  made  by  our  troops.  I  at  once  ordered  three  pits  to  be  sunk 
at  different  points  and  a  gallery  begun  to  the  rear.  I  think  we  should 
settle  the  question  in  the  shortest  possible  time  and  request  that  the 
engineer  troops  assigned  to  my  command  be  returned  to  me  for  the  pur 
pose.  I  would  also  request  that  I  be  consulted  in  the  location  of  the 
new  defensive  works,  and  have  the  power  to  decide  upon  the  order  and 
necessity  for  their  construction,  and  that  the  engineer  officers  employed 
thereupon  for  the  time  report  to  me  and  camp  with  my  command  that 
they  may  then  have  the  deepest  personal  interest  in  their  work;  there 
has  already  been  a  good  deal  of  unnecessary  labor  spent  and  I  cannot 
afford  more.  I  have  1,500  men  on  picket  and  all  the  rest  on  line  except 
Ayres'  division.  One  thousand  of  this  division  I  wish  to  put  at  once 
constructing  a  second  line  behind  the  salient  threatened,  so  that  the 
place  will  become  untenable  to  the  enemy  even  if  his  mining  operations 
succeed,  and  so  that  I  can  withdraw  most  of  my  men  from  it.  With  this 
preparation  made,  [it  might]  be  advisable  to  allow  the  enemy  to  go  on, 
and  let  him  try  an  assaulting  column  if  he  wishes.  At  any  rate  I  shall 
endeavor  to  ascertain  for  a  certainty  what  is  going  on  underneath,  if 
anything.  I  have  necessarily  other  work  and  ideas  of  defense  than 
engineer  officers,  and  if  they  cannot  work  under  my  orders  they  are 
more  of  an  injury  to  me  now  than  a  benefit. 
Kespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKE  EX, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ~\  1861 — 5.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Comma-tiding  Fifth  Corpx  : 

Your  dispatch  relative  to  mining,  &c..  is  received,  and  the  major- 
general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  your  operations  of  counter-min 
ing,  &c.,  are  approved,  and  that  any  additional  means  you  require  will 
be  furnished.  The  engineer  detachment  is  ordered  to  be  returned  to  you 
temporarily.  While  the  commanding  general  cannot  accede  to  your 
proposition  to  place  the  engineers  under  your  command,  yet  he  is  ready 
to  receive  any  suggestions  you  may  have  to  make  in  regard  to  their 
operations  and  to  decide  all  points  of  difference  that  may  arise.  The 
chief  engineer  was  directed  to  confer  with  corps  commanders. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -Genera  I  and  Chief  of  titaff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2.  1864 — 0.15  p.-m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred 
in.  my  front  to-day.  Details  numbering'  1,900  men  are  at  work  to-night 
on  the  line. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2j  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

There  has  not  been  much  firing  on  my  front  to-day,  though  it  is  now 
quite  brisk.  The  following  observations  are  reported  by  Colonel  Hum 
phrey,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division:  The  enemy 
shows  great  activity  in  strengthening  their  old  and  throwing  up  new 
works.  The  redoubt  on  Cemetery  Hill  appears  completed,  and  arranged 
for  five  or  six  guns.  A  considerable  work  was  done  in  smoothing  down 
the  ruins  of  the  redoubt  destroyed  on  the  30th,  and  a  work,  I  think  to 
be  used  as  a  covered  way,  leading  from  the  ravine  on  the  left  (enemy's 
left)  diagonally  across  the  field  to  this  redoubt  has  been  thrown  out. 
A  heavy  fatigue  party  has  also  been  at  work  during  the  day  in  front  of 
the  right  of  the  line  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Corps,  in  a  ravine  running 
parallel  with  the  enemy's  main  line,  and  between  it  and  his  picket-line. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  lumber  has  been  carried  to  this  party 
to-day.  I  have  also  observed  more  smoke  from  what  appeared  to  be 
the  enemy's  camp-tires  than  for  some  time  past.  These  tires  were  well 
to  the  rear  of  that  part  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps. 
In  the  reported  construction  of  new  works  between  the  picket  and 
main  line  both  scantling  and  boards  were  seen. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va..  August  2,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Xinth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  along  out 
lines  last  night.     The  Second  Brigade,  occupying  our  front  line,  was 
re-enforced  by  300  men  from  the  First  Brigade  just  after  dark,  and  the 
line  is  now  sufficiently  full. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  II.  LEDL1E, 
Brigadier-General,  Comdy.  First  Division]  Xititli  Army  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  COUPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   V<(.,  August  2,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has 
occurred  on  my  front  within  the  past  twelve  hours,  and  no  movement 
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of  the  enemy  lias  been  detected.     The  It-It  and  center  of  the  line  held 
by  my  command  has  been  strengthened  where  more  or  less  destroyed 
iu  the  operations  of  the  3()th  ultimo,  and  is  now  considered  secure. 
1  um,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  15.  POTTER, 
Briya  d  icr-  Gen  era  /,  Co  tn  m  a  n  ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  £,  1861 — 11.15  <i.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  returned  from  Ferrero's  line.  Ho  has  a  good  position,  with 
the  addition  of  another  battery  and  a  cavalry  outpost  which  I  have 
ordered  to  be  furnished.  The  only  weak  point  on  my  front  seems  to  be 
the  salient  where  the  new  work  is  building,  on  which  the  woods  press 
too  closely,  and  I  have  ordered  out  100  axinen  to  slash  that  down  at 
once. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FOURTH  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  2,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  that  I  was  relieved 
this  morning  as  general  officer  of  the  trenches  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barnes.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred.  I  was  captured  during  the 
truce  and  carried  into  the  enemy's  lines.  After  a  long  and  tedious 
argument,  I  was  released.  I  was  in  the  lines  of  the  enemy  from  about 
9  a.  m.  until  just  before  daylight  this  morning.  The  abatis  in  front  of 
the  extreme  left  of  the  Second  Division  is  nearly  destroyed  and  the 
breast-works  weak. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  THOMAS, 
Col.  19th  U.  8.  Colored  Troops  and  General  Officer  of  the  Trenches. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  68.  )  City  Point,  r«.,  August  2,  1864. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  commanding  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  is  relieved  temporarily  from  duty  in  this  army,  and  will 
report  in  person  without  delay  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  Chief  of 
Stall'  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  orders.  His  staff  will  accom 
pany  him. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Ass  is  tant  A  dj  u  ta  nt-  Gen  era  I. 


22  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  2,  1864 — .s  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Prisoners  captured  inform  me  that  the  whole  of  Bearing's 
brigade  was  at  or  in  rear  of  the  point  where  the  advance  regiments 
were  met;  also,  that  at  the  point  where  the  road  followed  by  my  bri 
gade  strikes  the  plank  road,  and  for  some  distance  below,  the  plank 
road  is  defended  by  earth-works  occupied  by  infantry. 

1D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers*  Comdg,  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2,  186-1—12  m. 

Brigadier-General  GREGG,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  rumors  have  reached  the  major-general 
commanding  that  a  gun  was  lost  by  the  eavalry  in  the  recent  operations 
on  the  north  side  of  the  James  River.  No  official  report  of  such  fact 
was  received  by  him,  and  he  directs  that  you  inquire  into  the  matter 
md  report  the  result,  and  if  the  rumor  prove  to  be  correct,  you  will 
report  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture.* 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  2,  1864—8.20  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER,  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  8  a.  in. 
fourteen  wagons  and  four  pieces  of  artillery  passed  the  railroad  junc 
tion  toward  Petersburg,  and  at  8.15  a.  in.  that  twenty-four  wagons 
passed  toward  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

.   "  August  2,  1864. 

Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER,  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

SPRING  HILL  SIGNAL  STATION,  Auyust  2,  1864 — 11.35  a.  HI. 
Captain  NORTON  : 

Five  curs  loaded  with  troops  jn.st  passed  the  Junction  toward  Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Siynal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Grant.) 

*  For  reply,  see  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  p.  614. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  ~>,  1864. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  at  1.15  p.  m.  that 
'•nine  oars  loaded  with  .sick  or  wounded  troops"  then  passed  the  Junc 
tion  toward  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Siynal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  ^,  1864 — L50  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  4.30  p.  m. 
a  train  of  nine  passenger  and  six  freight  cars  loaded  with  sick  or 
wounded  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Office)-. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH-  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  20.  J  In  the  Field,  near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  2, 1864. 

So  much  of  General  Orders,  No.  10,  current  series,  from  these  head 
quarters,  as  assigned  batteries  to  divisions  is  revoked.  The  batteries 
of  the  corps  will  form  the  Artillery  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  the 
senior  artillery  officer  present,  and  will  be  assigned  to  divisions  for  duty 
from  time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  demand. 

During  the  campaign  two  batteries  of  artillery,  to  be  assigned  by  the 
chief  of  artillery,  will  move  with  each  division,  unless  a  different  order 
of  assignment  is  indicated  in  the  orders  of  the  day  from  these  headquar 
ters. 

For  the  purpose  of  discipline  and  supplies,  the  authority  of  the  chief 
of  artillery  over  the  batteries  assigned  to  divisions  will  be  as  when  in 
permanent  camp.  For  military  purposes,  the  batteries  will  be  under 
charge  of  division  commanders. 

When  the  chief  of  artillery  is  present  with  the  artillery  of  a  division 
engaged  in  action,  he  will  be  particularly  responsible  for  the  position 
and  proper  management  of  the  batteries. 

As,  under  act  of  Congress,  July  17,  180'J  (page  539,  Army  Regula 
tions),  the  chief  of  artillery  is  also  ordnance  officer  of  the  corps,  divis 
ion  ordnance  officers  will  report  to  him  promptly  in  their  department. 

The  brigade  organization  will  be  perfected  at  once  under  the  senior 
artillery  officer  now  on  duty  in  the  corps. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Biruey: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


24  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2,  1864—11  p.  m.     (Received  11.40  p.  111.) 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  will  seud  you  a  report  as  soon  as  Turner  conies  in,  which  will  be 
some  time  to-morrow. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2,  ItiG-l — 11.10  i>.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

Deserters  still  report  a  mine  in  my  front  soon  to  be  tired.  As  two 
brigades  have  arrived  between  my  right  and  Petersburg  this  evening, 
I  shall  hold  my  men  under  arms  half  an  hour  before  and  after  day 
light. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  .THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2,  1864. 
General  BURNSIDE: 

The  above  dispatch  just  received  is  forwarded  for  your  information. 
You  will  hold  your  command  on  the  alert  at  the  time  above  specified. 

GEO.  O.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Generals  Hancock  and  Warren.) 

[Second  indorsement.] 

The  above  dispatch  is  sent  to  division  commanders  for  their  informa 
tion,  and  they  will  give  instructions  to  keep  their  commands  on  the 
alert  and  under  arms  to  move  in  any  direction  as  above  specified. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2,  1864 — midnight. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  ORD  : 

Your  telegrams  of  11  and  11.40  p.  in.  received.  Orders  have  been 
sent  to  this  army  to  be  on  the  alert  at  the  time  designated  by  you.  I 
do  not  understand  your  reference  to  a  report  from  General  Turner. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2,  1864 — !)  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  BURNHAM, 

Commanding  Division: 

GENERAL  :  Deserters  in  to-day  and  this  p.  m.  state  rumors  of  a  mine 
existing  among  their  men,  and  they  give  some  details  of  the  point 
mined,  supposed  to  be  the  work  (redoubt)  near  the  Hare  house  on 
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General  Turner's  lute  front.  The  hist  deserter  said  it  would  be  fired 
to-morrow  a.  in.,  though  he  said  similar  reports  were  circulated  yester 
day.  The  last  deserter  also  states  that  two  brigades  arrived  this  even 
ing  and  are  posted  in  or  near  the  railroad  (in  front  of  the  left  of  your 
line)  and  under  the  clift's  this  side  of  Petersburg.  It  may  be  well  to 
have  your  men  ready  for  emergencies.  You  will,  therefore,  at  early 
daylight  to-morrow  morning — that  is,  about  3.30  o'clock  to  morrow 
morning — get  all  the  men  in  trenches  under  arms  and  keep  them  so 
until  half  an  hour  after  daylight.  Have  your  reserve  roused,  under 
arms,  and  ready  to  move  to  any  point  threatened  at  the  same  time,  and 
keep  them  under  arms  until  half  an  hour  after  daylight. 

K.  O.  C.  OKD, 
Major- General  <>J    Volunteers,  Commanding . 

(Same  to  General  A.  Ames.) 


CIRCULAR.]    HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,   Va.,  August  2,  1864. 

Doubt  having  heretofore  existed  as  to  which  line  should  be  occupied 
in  case  of  an  attack,  the  following  instructions  are  published  for  the 
information  of  brigade  commanders:  A  portion  of  the  troops  will  at 
all  times  be  posted  in  the  most  advanced  line.  In  case  of  an  attack 
those  in  the  rear  will  be  moved  forward  and  occupy  the  front  line 
where  the  stand  will  be  made  and  the  fighting  take  place. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Ames: 

CHARLES  A.  CARLETON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  3,  1864. 

Maj.  WILLIAM  RUSSELL,  Jr., 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  request 
for  information  as  to  the  position  of  the  troops  of  my  command  and  to 
report  that  the  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  of  the  First  Bri 
gade,  is  doing  picket  duty  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  corps  line  on  the 
Appomattox  River,  the  right  nearly  opposite  Fort  Clifton.  The  First 
U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  of  the  same  brigade  is  distributed  in  detach 
ments  and  is  doing  duty  at  the  corps  hospital  and  guarding  quarter 
master  and  commissary  stores  at  the  depots.  The  four  infantry  regi 
ments  of  the  Second  Brigade  are  in  position  indicated  in  orders  from 
corps  headquarters  yesterday,  to*wit:  Two  regiments  on  General 
Ames'  Hue  in  the  second  line  of  trenches,  and  two  regiments  in  reserve 
in  the  rear  of  General  Turner's  former  position.  Four  companies  of 
the  Second  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  are  support 
ing  Dow's  battery,  and  the  balance  of  the  regiment  is  used  as  guard 
for  trains  and  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CARR, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  -7,  180-i — JO  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT: 

Comparative  quiet  reigned  along  the  lines  of  this  army  yesterday. 
During  the  night  there  was  considerable  musketry  riling  on  the  Ninth 
Corps  front.  Major-General  Warren  reported  unmistakable  evidences 
of  the  enemy  mining  in  his  front  near  the  plank  road,  (ieneral  War 
ren  is  counter-mining  and  preparing  an  interior  line  at  the  point 
threatened.  About  midnight  dispatches  received  from  Major-General 
Ord  indicating  the  expectation  a  mine  would  be  sprung  in  his  front. 
This  army  was  under  arms  for  an  hour  before  and. after  daylight  this 
morning.  The  shorter  and  defensive  line  located  by  the  engineers  is 
being  constructed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  3, 1864 — i  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT: 

A  colored  scout  just  in  reports  that  Lee's  division  of  cavalry,  on  Sun 
day  last,  came  from  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox  to  Dinwiddie 
Court-House,  and  on  Monday  marched  back  north  of  Petersburg. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  3,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT: 

Deserters  report  Kershaw's  division  as  having  gone  south  on  Mon 
day  night.  Pickett  and  Field  are  reported  by  Butler  as  in  his  front. 
This  accounts  for  Longstreet,  Bushrod  Johnson,  and  Hoke,  whicli  are 
all  of  Beauregard  in  our  front.  Heth  and  Mahone,  of  Hill,  are  also 
known  to  be  in  our  front.  Wilcox  is  supposed  to  be  north  of  the  Appo 
mattox,  but  not  certain.  We  have  had  no  deserters  from  Wilcox,  but 
those  from  Mahone  (same  corps — Hill's)  say  he  has  not  left.  Fitz  Lee's 
division  of  cavalry  is  reported  to  have  gone  north  of  the  Appomattox 
on  day  before  yesterday.  This  is  our  latest  information. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST  MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  5',  186L 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Another  scout  (colored),  supposed  to  have  been  captured 
yesterday,  just  came  in  and  reports  that  his  colored  friends  near  Stony 
Creek  told  him  that  Butler's  brigade  of  cavalry  was  lying  at  Beams' 
Station.  General  Hampton  was  in  that  vicinity  with  one  brigade 
(Rosser's),  between  Beams'  Station  and  Stony  Creek.  He  also  reports 
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that  his  friends  told  him  that  on  Sunday  last  General  Lee's  cavalry 
division  marched  from  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox  Kiver  to  l)in- 
widdie  Court-House,  and  on  Monday  marched  back  north  of  Petersburg. 
This  man  is  familiar  with  the  country  about  Reams'  Station,  &e.  His 
wife  now  lives  on  Stony  Creek,  and  he  has  many  acquaintance*  about 
there  with  whom  he  has  talked. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  ct'v. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIK  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

Auyuxt  .'>',  iSd-i. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Ktafi: 

GENERAL:  Of  the  three  scouts  sent  out  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
instant  two  were  captured  on  the  New  Market  road  about  three  miles 
south  of  Reams'  Station.  The  other  returned  this  morning  and  makes 
the  following  report:  On  account  of  the  numerous  patrols  of  the  enemy 
in  that  part  of  the  country  it  was  impossible  to  get  any. information 
regarding  movements  by  rail.  Yesterday,  at  .'i  p.  m.,  this  man  (Carney) 
saw  a  brigade  of  cavalry  go  from  Reams'  Station  to  Worth's  Bridge  on 
the  plank  road.  He  thinks  it  was  the  picket  relief,  as  there  was  a 
regiment  stationed  at  the  latter  place.  Negroes  informed  him  that  the 
pickets  had  been  much  strengthened  since  th«  engagement  on  Satur 
day  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  tCc. 

[Indorsement.] 

Captain  McENTEE: 

Where  is  the  New  Market  road:  between  what  points  does  it  run? 
Across  what  stream  is  Worth's  Bridge' 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-it  eneral  and   Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  5',  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  New  Market  road  runs  south  from  New  Market,  pass 
ing  near  Reams'  Station,  thence  to  Sussex  Court-House.  It  may  have 
another  name,  but  it  is  known  in  the  vicinity  of  Reams'  as  the  New- 
Market  road.  I  think  that  Worth's  Bridge  is  over  a  stream  which  runs 
from  Warwick  Swamp,  near  Lee's  Mill.  The  man  that  made  the  report 
is  not  in  at  present,  but  will  return  soon,  when  1  will  have  him  explain 
uiore  fully. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

,1.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


28  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [('HAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  PRGVOST- MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

\Auguxt  ,:>',  7,SV;./.| 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Two  deserters  from  Posey's  and  Wright's  brigades,  of  Mahone's 
division,  report  that  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  is  all  iu  our  front.  Ileth  and 
Mahone  occupy  their  old  positions,  and  Wilcox  occupies  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line.  They  report  no  changes  in  position  since  their  troops 
returned  from  Reams'  Station.  They  know  nothing  of  a  projected  rail 
road  from  South  Side  to  AVeldon. 
Very  respectfully, 

,L  AkiENTEE, 

Captain,  <(•<•. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  o,  186  L 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

One  of  the  men  deserted  from  the  picket-line  at  dark  last  night,  the 
other  at  7  o'clock  this  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  anil  Chief  of  titaff. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  o,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

Small  parties  of  enemy  working  at  various  points  of  line  in  view  of 
station. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  .>,  1864 — !).10  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

No  movement  of  troops  or  changes  in  the  enemy's  lines  in  our  front. 

A.  K.  CAKOTHEKS, 

Sergeant. 


AUGUST  ;.i,  1804 — 11., SO  a.  JLI. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

No  movements  seen.     Enemy's  signal  officer  reports  all  quiet  in  our 
camps  and  no  boats  on  the  river. 

C.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain.  i(:c. 


AUGUST  .S,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

No  movements  of  interest  observed  to-day.  Enemy's  signal  officer 
sends  same  report.  A  locomotive  moving  to  and  fro  near  Weldon 
depot  all  the  afternoon. 

FEA11EY, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  3,  1864.    (Received.  7.15  p.  in.} 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Following  just  received: 

SIGNAL  STATION-  FIKTM  CORPS — tUJOp.m. 

A  battery  of  four  guns  :ui<l  live  squadrons  of  cavalry  have  j  list  passed  to  our  right 
iu  rear  of  Petersburg. 

CLARK, 
Signal  Officer. 

LOCKE, 

Colonel  ami  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[ludortwiiietit.  | 

Inquire  why  the  signal  olh'cers  with  corps  do  not  report  through  the 
chief  signal  officer  at  these  headquarters. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  o,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  movement  of  the  enemy's 
force  visible  to-day  from  our  stations.  They  were  busily  working  upon 
the  earth- work  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  the  lead- works, 
which  seems  to  be  a  large  one.  One  train  of  cars  passed  into  the 
city  on  the  AVeldon  railroad.  Several  wagons  passed  on  the  road 
near  Weldon  railroad  during  the  day.  They  have  been  bringing  con 
siderable  timber  to  the  work  near  the  Gregory  Chimneys. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P>.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  tilynal  Officer. 

Major  FISHER  : 

The  signal  officer  of  the  Fifth  Corps  reported  that  several  squadrons 
of  cavalry  passed  toward  Petersburg  at  (J.30  p.  m.  How  is  this  dis 
crepancy  accounted  for  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

GENERAL:  I  received  no  reports  from  the  oflicers  at  corps  head 
quarters  and  know  nothing  of  the  reported  movement  of  cavalry.  My 
lookouts  at  the  plank  road  station  and  on  the  extreme  right  reported 
no  movement  visible  to-dav. 

13.  F.   FISHER. 

Chief,  tOc. 


GENERAL  ORDERS.  )  HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Xo.  31.  i  Ann  nut  3,  7*67. 

Tomorrow,  the  4th  instant,  having  been  set  apart  by  the  President 
of  'the  United  States  as  a  day  of  national  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer, 
the  major-general  commanding  calls  upon  his  fellow  soldiers  to  observe 
the  day  with  the  solemnities  due  to  the  occasion,  and  he  recommends 
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that,  wherever  practicable,  religions  exercises  be  held  in  the  several 
camps  by  the  chaplains  serving  with  the  army;  and  he  commands  that 
all  operations  that  are  not  matters  of  military  necessity  be  suspended 
during  the  day. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A  us  infant  Adjutant-  General. 


CIRCULAR.  |  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ,V,  1864 — /  a.  in.     (Received  ±30  a.  in.) 

The  command  will  be  under  arms  halt  an  hour  before  daylight,  and 
rcjnain  so  until  half  an  hour  after  daylight  this  morning. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  3j  186-1,     (Received  9.10  a.  m.) 
Brig.  (Jen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  during  the 
night.  Sharp  firing  in  front  of  the  command  on  my  right  continued  all 
night  long. 

G.   K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY'  CORPS, 

August  .V,  Itifjl — ;>.15  p.  ni. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  tran spired 
in  my  trout  to-day.  Nine  hundred  men  are  at  work  at  ten -gun  mortar 
battery  and  at  fort  on  right  of  plank  road. 

G.  K.  WARREN. 
Major-General.  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  o,  1864. 
Col.  E.  M.  GREGORY, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  Major  Lent/,  will  proceed  at  once  with  his  command,  the 
Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  take  position  in  the  fort 
where  Lieutenant  Walcott's  battery  is  stationed.  Jt  is  directed  that 
banquettes  be,  raised  between  the  pieces,  in  order  that  the  fort  may  be 
defended  by  infantry.  The  troops  will  be  camped  so  as  to  not  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  artillery. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Bartlett: 

C.   B.  MKKVINK. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  3,  1864. 
Col.  X.  T.  DUSHANE, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  your  command  be 
held  ready  to  vacate  your  present  camp  ;it  once  for  the  purpose  of 
bivouacking  on  the  left  of  the  line,  which  position  yon  will  maintain 
for  about  one  week.  If  yon  think  best  a  small  camp  guard  maybe  left 
behind,  but  the  shelter-tents  will  be  struck  and  taken  along.  You  will 
please  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  at  these  headquarters  the  moment 
you  are  ready  to  move. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  WINTITROr, 
Captain.  Twelfth  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[AUGUST  3, 1864. — For  Meade  to  Burnside,  inclosing  copy  of  charges 
and  specifications  against  the  latter,  see  Vol.  XL,  Part  1,  p.  531.] 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTII  ARMY  Cours, 

August  .?,  1SU-1 — 'J.L'O  p.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

There  is  nothing  of  moment  to  report  as  occurring  on  my  line.  Last 
night  some  force  of  the  enemy  was  reported  as  moving  to  our  left,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  say  what  strength.  Everything  was  held  in  readi 
ness,  according  to  dispatch  of  last  night. 

A.  E.  BUKXSIDK, 

Major-tfeitcral. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  .-;,  /.so'/. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  UICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

SIR:  By  order  of  the  general  commanding  I  questioned  Colonel 
Thomas  in  reference  to  his  capture  on  the  1st  of  August.  lie  had  been 
conversing  with  several  officers  of  our  service  and  of  the  rebel  army  on 
the  narrow  neutral  ground  between  the  lines  of  sentinels.  Finding  the 
hour  of  the  truce  nearly  expired,  he  turned,  intending  to  re-enter  our 
lines  at  the  point  where  his  own  command  Avas  placed,  some  distance 
to  the  left  of  where  the  mine  was  sprung.  At  a  ravine,  which  runs  into 
our  line  opposite  our  left  center,  the  line  of  our  main  works  is  not  con 
tinuous,  the  right  considerably  overlapping  the  left.  Xot  being  famil 
iar  with  our  lines  (as  his  division  had  been  placed  there  only  the  day 
previous)  he  failed  to  notice  the  change  of  direction  in  our  front  until 
challenged  by  the  enemy's  pickets.  Heintbrmed  them  that  lie  was  return 
ing  to  his  own  lines,  not  seeking  to  enter  theirs.  They  insisted,  however, 
upon  carrying  him  in  a  prisoner.  He  insisted  upon  being  blindfolded 
when  led  through  their  lines  and  was  brought  before  General  Bushrod 
Johnson.  General  Johnson  was  disposed  to  consider  him  a  prisoner  of 
war.  The  officer  who  commanded  the  pickets  took  the  opposite  view 


32  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Ltv. 

and  supported  Colonel  Thomas.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  pro 
vost-marshal  at  General  Beauregard's  headquarters,  and  the  argu 
ments  of  both  parties  (which  had  been  committed  to  writing)  were  laid 
before  him.  The  decision  was  reached  that  Colonel  Thomas  should  be 
returned.  This  was  done  just  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d.  Neither  in  going  or  returning  did  he  have  any  opportunity  of  see 
ing  the  enemy's  lines  or  camps,  of  judging  of  their  strength  or  the  dis 
position  of  their  forces,  nor  did  he  hear  any  conversation  or  remarks 
giving  any  information  of  importance.  His  place  of  confinement,  alter 
leaving  General  Johnson's  hands,  was  in  a  wretched  prison — low,  filthy, 
and  almost  without  ventilation.  His  treatment  by  General  Johnson 
(though  known  to  be  an  officer  of  colored  troops)  was  civil  and  even 
kind;  by  other  officers  it  was  less  considerate.  At  General  Johnson's 
headquarters  he  was  informed  that  but  36  of  the  colored  troops  were 
taken  prisoners;  they,  as  he  himself  witnessed,  were  not  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  employed  at  policing  of  headquarters  and  similar 
duties.  It  was  intimated,  though  by  no  responsible  party,  that  many 
of  the  blacks  had  been  killed  after  surrender;  that  their  slaughter  was 
stopped  by  General  Mahone. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAS.  G.  LORING, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  3,  IStil. 

Lieut.. Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  in  my  front  exceed 
ingly  quiet  during  the  past  twelve  hours.  About  2  p.  in.  my  officer  of 
the  day  reported  picket-tiring  entirely  ceased,  and  numbers  of  white 
Hags  were  displayed  by  our  men  and  the  enemy  also.  He  states  that 
this  was  owing  to  an  impression  upon  their  part  that  wo  had  some  com 
munication  to  make  with  them. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  LED  LIE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va^  August  o, 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Xintk  Army  Corps  : 
COLONEL:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  on  my  front, 
with  no  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  observed.     The  line  occu 
pied  by  my  command  is  being  strengthened.     Orders  have  been  given 
to  render  the  abatis  in  front  of  the  whole  line  strong  and  effective. 
1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  August  o,  1MJ. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
SIR  :  I  have  th«  honor  to  report  no  changes  on  my  front.     The  officer 
of  the  day  reports  this  morning  a  movement  of  the  enemy  toward  our 
left,  whether  in  force  or  not  he  could  not  ascertain. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX. 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  August  3,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report, "as  given  by 
Col.  William  Humphrey,  commanding  Second  Brigade: 

Parties  of  the  enemy  have  been  at  work  on  the  left,  where  the  party  was  reported 
to  be  working  yesterday.  During  the  input  last  night  they  were  heard  to  hrinf 
what  appeared  to  be  boards  into  their  works.  There  has  been  110  artillery  firm" 
during  the  day,  and  very  little  musketry. 

lam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brign  dicr-  Genera  I,  Co  m  ma  n  ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Camp  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  3,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has 
occurred  in  front  of  my  line  since  last  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWI).  FERRERO, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  <?,  1864 — 2.45  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I  understand  strong  efforts  are  being  made  to  have  taken  from  this 
department  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  Northumberland  [Northamp 
ton],  commonly  called  the  Eastern  Shore.  I  could  have  no  objection 
to  this,  provided  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
very  stringent  regulations  and  system  of  guards  by  which  we  prevent 
smuggling,  and  in  order  that  the  sale  of  whisky  may  be  unlimited  in 
.that  district.  It  is  one  of  the  series  of  movements  of  Governor  Peir- 
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point  against  tbe  commanding  general  of  the  department,  to  which  1 
take  leave  to  call  your  attention.  I  should  be  quite-  willing  to  have  the 
question  settled  by  the  votes  of  the  loyal  and  respectable  men  of  those 
counties. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Augmt  :-J,  1861 — 10.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point : 

A  deserter  just  in  from  the  Fourth  Alabama  Regiment,  of  Law's 
brigade,  of  Field's  division,  reports  that  division  with  three  regiments 
of  Wise's  old  brigade  at  New  Market.  Wileox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps, 
is  between  them  and  Chaffin's  farm.  Kershaw's  division  he  reports  to 
have  left  ]S"ew  Market  on  Monday  for  Petersburg.  Has  not  heard  of 
their  going  south. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  August  3,  1864. 

(Received  9.30  a,  in.) 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

Deserters  from  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  told  us  yesterday  that 
Kershaw's  division  had  gone  south  the  day  before.  Do  you  hear  any 
thing  of  it,  or  can  you  tell  us  anything  about  Field's  division  ?  We  think 
we  can  account  for  all  the  other  divisions.  Have  not  heard  of  Pickett's 
division  since  Saturday  p.  in.,  but  suppose  it  is  in  its  old  place  on  part 
of  your  front.  Please  answer  at  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 
to-day. 

GEO.  H.  SHAKPE, 

Colonel. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  31  1864—11.10  a.  m. 

Colonel  SIIARPE, 

At  General  Meade's  Headquarters.  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
A  deserter  from  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  informs  us  that  the 
rumor  is  that  Kershaw's  division  went  south  on  Monday  night.  An 
other  deserter  from  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina,  Hoke's  division, 
says  that  Kershaw's  division  was  on  his  right  but  that  it  was  rumored 
it  had  gone  south,  and  that  on  the  night  the  rumor  was  heard  trains 
were  moving  all  night  south.  Field's  division  is  in  our  front  at  Deep 
Bottom.  We  have  both  prisoners  and  deserters  from  it.  Men  from 
Pickett's  division  come  in  daily  from  our  front.  We  have  heard  of  no 
special  movements  there. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General ',  Commanding, 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTII  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

Auguxt  .7,  186-1 — 10.10  p.  m. 
Col.  GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

at  (Icneral  Mcadc\<<  headquarters  : 

A  deserter  who  lias  just  come  in  reports  Field's  division  and  three 
regiments  of  Wise's  old  brigade  at  and  near  Xew  Market.  Wise's  men 
hold  their  extreme  right,  then  Bratton,  Gregg,  Benning,  Law.  and 
Anderson.  Wileox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  is  lying  back  of  them, 
between  Field's  division  and  Chalnn's  farm.  Kershaw  left  New  Market 
with  his  division  on  Monday  night  and  went  then  to  Petersburg.  The 
deserter  does  not  know  of  his  moving  from  there.  1  have  just  returned 
from  a  sick  leave  and  am  again  attending  to  my  duties  here,  and  will 
keep  yon  constantly  informed  of  all  reports  and  movements. 
Respectfully, 

JOHX   I.  DAVKXPO11T, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTII  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  3,  1864 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

COLONEL:  The  following  dispatch  sent  from  the  rebel  signal  station 
near  Cox's  Ferry  to  the  rams  was  read  by  signal  oiHcer  at  Water  Bat 
tery  at  2  p.  in.,  viz: 

Flag-Officer  MITCHELL: 

A  detail  has  been  ordered  down,  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Ewoll,  to  get  an  engine 
from  Cox's  Mill.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  getting  there  f  Does  your  picket  boat  go 
below  the  wharf. 

R.  D.  TAYLOR, 

Major,  Command'niy. 

Very  respectfully,  »S:c., 

L.  13.  XORTOX, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPRING  HILL,  Auijust  :,\  186-1 — 7A~>  p.  m. 
Captain  XORTON  : 

Eighteen  cars  toward  Petersburg,  also  a  column  of  troops,  I  should 
iudge  2,000,  in  a  neld  northwest  of  railroad  station,  moving  toward  Gen 
eral  Butler's  front. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  .?,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  send  you  a  very  intelligent  Jew  deserter  from   Field's  division,  for 
merly  Hood's,  in  Fosters  front.     Law's.  Anderson's,  Beuning's,  Gregg's, 
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and  Bratton's  brigades,  besides  three  regiments  of  Wise's  command, 
arc  in  Foster's  front.  Wilcox's  division  is  half  at  Chafldn's  Bluff  and 
rest  at  Petersburg.  He  seems  to  be  well  posted  as  to  position  of  enemy. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  3,  186  i. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  : 

I  knew  of  this  Jew  deserter  in  Maryland  before  he  went  South,  and 
his  statements  are  all  true  so  far  as  he  states  of  his  previous  history. 
Does  not  know  of  my  personal  knowledge  of  him. 

D.  B.  BIRXEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  3,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division : 
The  following  dispatch  received  from  Spring  Hill: 

A  column  of   troops,  about  2,000,  northwest  of  railroad  junction,  moving  toward 
General  Butler's  front. 

SIMONS. 
Lieutenant,  Siynal  Officer. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney. 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  3,  1864. 
Capt.  F.  M.  FOLLETT, 

Fourth   U.  S.  Artillery  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  direct 
that  you,  as  senior  officer  of  artillery  present  for  duty,  assume  com 
mand  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  of  this  corps,  and  that  you  establish  your 
headquarters  in  this  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  3,  1864. 

Colonel  SHAFFER: 

1  have  just  sent  to  corps  headquarters  a  very  intelligent  German  by 
name  of  E.  Adler,  who  deserted  from  the  Fourth  Alabama  Regiment 
and  came  into  my  lines  this  morning.  I  think  he  can  give  you  con 
siderable  information.  His  information  agrees  with  that  of  other 
deserters  regarding  the  force  on  my  front.  He  says  he  saw  dispatch 
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from  General  Hood  in  the  Richmond  paper  of  to-<lay  stating  that  Major- 
general  Stoneman  and  500  men  were  captured  at  Macon.  Ga.,  by  General 
Iverson.  I  sent  a  Richmond  paper  of  yesterday  to  corps  headquarters 
this  morning. 

R,  S.  FOSTER. 
Brigadier-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  3,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps : 

GENERAL  :  As  your  negro  troops  have  had  a  pretty  hard  time  of  serv 
ice  for  fresh  hands,  1  propose  that  General  Paine  shall  send  you  from 
the  troops  on  this  line  an  equal  number  with  what  you  have  now,  re 
turning  those  you  have  here,  for  the  purpose  of  reorganization  and 
recruitment.  I  hope  you  can  so  manage  it  as  to  put  a  brigade  together 
and  give  them  a  defined  portion  of  the  line  to  hold,  so  that  upon  them 
and  their  officers  may  be  a  responsibility  which  all  may  feel.  It  will  be 
much  for  the  advantage  of  the  service,  in  my  judgment,  if  these  colored 
troops  are  kept  together,  and  as  soon  as  we  can  get  them  fairly  re 
organized  and  a  little  recruited  \ve  will  have  a  division  together. 

BEN.J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Genera /,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  3,  1864 — 12.15  a.  m.     (Received  12.30  a.  m.) 
Major-Geueral  MEADE  : 

I  have  not  received  General  Turner's  report  of  the  affair  of  Saturday. 
As  soon  as  I  do  I  will  send  in  mine  to  you.  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
mine,  but  do  not  wish  to  be  surprised,  hence  my  precautions. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  ISTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  32.  )  August  3,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  90,  paragraph  0,  headquar 
ters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  dated  August  3,  1804,  I  hereby  assume 
command  of  this  division.  The  division  staff  as  at  present  constituted 
will  remain  on  duty  as  heretofore. 

J.  B.  CARR, 
Brigadier-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  THIRD  Div.,  ISTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  83.  )  Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  3,  1864. 

******* 

4.  Colonel  Duncan  will  march  with  and  in  command  of  the  Fourth, 
Sixth,  and  Twenty-second  Regiments  across  the  Appomattox  River, 
encamping  his  own  regiment  and  Colonel  Ames'  near  the  present  camp 
of  the  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  and  Colonel  Kiddoo's  move  to  the 
left  and  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Duncan  will  be  charged  with  the  defense  of 
the  line  in  case  of  an  attack  to  the  left  of  Battery  S,  posting  no  picket, 
however,  except  as  now  posted  by  the  colored  troops  now  on  that  line. 
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5.  The  commanding  ofticer  of  the  Thirty-seventh  IT.  iS.  Colored  Troops 
will  march  with  his  command  at  G  a.  m.  to-morrow  across  the  Appo- 
mattox.  He  will  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters  as  soon  as  the 
regiment  has  crossed  the  river.  His  regiment  will  halt  near  the  Rush- 
more  house  until  the  commanding  officer  has  received  his  orders  from 
these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine: 

iSOLOX  A.  CARTER, 
(Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,   Va.<  August  -'A  1864. 
Col.  S.  A.  DUNCAN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  instruct  you  to 

relieve  the  two  regiments  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ames  after 

dark  to-night,  provided  no  orders  are  received  from  corps  headquarters 

to  interfere  with  this  arrangement,  of  which  you  will  l>e  duly  notified. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOLOX  A.  CARTER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


FORT  POWHATAN,  VA.,  August  .?,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

There  is  a  rebel  battery  at  Wilcox's  Wharf  firing  on  our  transports. 

G.  S.  1XNIS, 

Colonel. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  /,  1864 — 12m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Washington,  7).  C.  : 

Your  dispatch  of  G  p.  m.  just  received.*  L  will  start  in  two  hours  for 
Washington  and  will  spend  a  day  or  two  with  the  army  under  General 
Hunter. 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  •/,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  U.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Another  division  of  cavalry  lias  been  ordered  to  Washington  from 
here  as  suggested  by  you.t  The  delay  in  Torbert's  division  has  been 
from  transports  not  returning  rapidly. 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

*  See  August  3,  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  If.  p.  582. 

t  See  Halleck  to  Uniut,  August  3,  1'.30  p.  in..  Vol.  XXXVII,  Part  II,  p.  582. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  4,  1861 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MKADE, 

Commanding,  cl'c.  : 

Send  anotlier  division  of  cavalry  to  Washington  at  once.  I  will  in 
struct  the  quartermaster  to  provide  transportation  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  got  together.  I  will  instruct  General  Butler  to  send  Kautz's  cavalry 
to  report  to  your  cavalry  commander  whilst  so  much  of  yours  is  absent. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  4,  1864—12.15  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

The  following  dispatch*  is  just  received.  I  will  direct  General  Gregg 
to  give  the  preliminary  orders  to  that  division  of  the  Cavalry  Corps 
which  can  be  most  quickly  got  to  City  Point  and  await  your  final  direc 
tions.  I  will  send  the  same  order  in  regard  to  artillery  and  means  of 
transportation  that  was  sent  before. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  J,  IS 64. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Direct  Gregg  to  send  Wilson's  division  of  cavalry.  Say  to  General 
Williams  General  In  galls  can  send  the  transportation  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  as  proposed,  and  a  small  regiment  of  those  whose  term  of  service 
is  about  or  near  expiring  can  be  sent  to  him.  Gregg  should  be  in 
structed  to  picket  our  left  and  rear  as  before,  as  well  as  be  can  with 
his  diminished  force. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  4,  1864. 
Major- General  MEADE, 

Comdg.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Hdqrs.  of  Major- General  Butler: 
Two  deserters  from  Finegan's  brigade,  who  came  in  this  morning, 
report  that  their  brigade  is  still  lying  in  one  rank.  They  think  the 
brigades  of  their  division  that  were  taken  out  of  the  trenches  and  moved 
toward  the  mine  have  not  returned  to  their  stations.  They  understand 
Heth  is  on  their  right  and  heard  that  Wilcox  had  gone  to  Reams' 
Station.  Their  brigade  is  half  a  mile  from  the  mine — their  right  of  it. 
They  are  not  intelligent. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(C6py  to  General  Rawlins.) 

*"See  Grant  to  Meade,  next,  ante. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  4,  1SG4. 
Brig.  Gen.  SETII  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  received  the  following  from  General  Meigs : 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  Yesterday  I  was  obliged  to  call  npon  yon  for  300  six- 
mule  teams,  with  drivers,  to  aid  in  fitting  out  troops  sent  here  from  City  Point  with 
out  any  trains.  There  are  not  drivers  here  even  to  break  the  green  "mules  in  this 
department.  None  can  therefore  be  sent  from  this  city  to  City  Point.  I  have  issued 
orders  to  military  commanders  in  the  southwest  to  send  here  1,000  able-bodied  uegroe* 
to  be  used  as  drivers  without  positive  orders  to  the  generals.  They  will  furnish 
them.  Fitting  out  the  Sixth,  Nineteenth,  and  Cavalry  Corps,  or  the  portions  of  these 
corps  which  have  reached  this  city,  has  reduced  rhe  stock  of  teams  and  wagons  lit 
for  service.  We  have  many  unbroken,  but  no  drivers.  You  will  therefore  send  to 
this  depot  300  wagous,  teams,  and  drivers  complete. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
Major-General  and  Quartermaster-General. 

With  the  consent  of  Major  General  Meade,  I  propose  to  ship  a  por 
tion  of  the  trains  of  the  Sixth  and  Cavalry  Corps  which  are  now  here 
doing  nothing.  I  have  directed  Captain  Strang  to  furnish  Colonel 
Spaulding  with  the  drivers  which  he  requires,  but  so  doing  will  weaken 
the  force  at  the  depot.  Cannot  a  small  regiment,  white  or  colored,  be 
detailed  for  guard  and  fatigue  service  here  and  ordered  to  report  tome 
until  General  Meigs  sends  employes? 

RUFUS  IXGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  -1,  1864— 12.50 p.  m. 
General  R.  INGALLS, 

City  Point: 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  sending  teams  to  Washington  has  been 
sent  to  General  Meade,  who  is  now  at  General  Butler's  headquarters. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  -1,  1864 — 3.45  p.  in. 
General  R.  INGALLS, 

City  Point : 

The  commanding  general  authorizes  you  to  send  the  transportation 
of  the  Sixth  Corps  to  Washington  as  proposed  by  you.  If  possible  a 
small  regiment  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  /,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Two  deserters  from  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina,  just  examined  at 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps  headquarters,  state  that  they  were  credibly 
informed  that  Kershaw's  division  went  south  yesterday  by  rail  to 
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re-enforce  Hood.  There  are  other  indications  chat  a  move  iias  been 
made.  I  sent  Phil.  Carney  and  two  others  over  Weldon  road  yesterday. 
Have  not  yet  returned. 

J.  McENTEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENTT 

August  4,  186 L 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  the  Eleventh  Florida,  who  left  the 
picket-line  last  night  and  came  in  this  morning-,  report  that  their  bri 
gade  is  still  lying  in  one  rank.  They  think  that  the  other  brigades  of 
their  division  which  were  taken  out  and  moved  down  toward  the  mine 
have  not  yet  returned.  They  understand  that  Heth's  division  is  on 
their  right,  and  heard  officers  say  that  AVilcox  had  gone  down  to 
Reams'  Station.  They  are  both  men  of  very  little  intelligence,  and 
their  information  is  consequently  exceedingly  limited.  One  of  these 
men  states  that  on  Sunday  last  he  went  from  where  his  brigade  lies  at 
least  a  mile  to  the  right,  and  did  not  see  them  mining  anywhere  along 
the  line.  He  says  the  new  earth  thrown  up  is  for  the  protection  of 
their  guns.  He  knows  the  position  of  the  large  fort  on  the  line  of  the 
Fifth  Corps,  and  says  he  has  been  opposite  to  that  fort,  and  that  there  is 
no  mining  being  done  there.  He  thinks  his  brigade  lies  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  right  of  where  our  mine  exploded.  He  did  not  hear  of  any 
mining  between  his  brigade  and  the  latter  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  4,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost -Marshal-General,  General  Headed  Headquarter*: 
A  deserter  from  our  immediate  front  (Barton's  brigade,  of  Pickett/s 
division),  who  has  come  in  this  a.  in.,  states  that  Kershaw's  old  brigade 
arrived  from  Orange  Court-House  last  night  at  about  1  o'clock ;  that 
he  talked  with  some  of  the  men  and  knows  them  to  be  of  that  brigade. 
They  encamped  immediately  in  the  rear  of  their  division  last  niglit. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  4,  1864 — 3.05  p.  w.. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

.General  Meade's  Headquarters: 

From  three  deserters,  just  in  from  front  of  our  line  at  Deep  Bottom, 
I  ascertain  the  following  facts:  Field's  division  and  also  Kershaw's 
division,  save  his  own  old  brigade,  are  at  that  point.  Kershaw's  old 
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brigade  of  bis  division  is  in  rear  of  Pickett's  division  in  our  immediate 
front  acting  as  a  reserve  brigade.  This,  information  is  positive.  Wil- 
cox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  is  reported  as  being  between  Xew  Market 
and  Cliaffin's  farm.  This,  however,  needs  confirmation. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 

L  feu  ten  an  t  and  A  ide-de-  Ca  mp. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August   /,  1861 — *  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff^  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  are  working  with  a  heavy  detail  upon  their 
new  work  three-fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  the  lead- works  and  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Weldou  railroad.  It  seems  to  be  about  as  large  as  the 
fort  at  this  station,  the  main  front  being  eastward.  There  are  small 
working  parties  shoveling  in  vicinity  of  the  Gregory  Chimneys.  Xo 
movement  visible  at  any  other  portion  of  this  end  of  the  line.  Their 
camps  along  the  line  indicate  a  greater  number  present  than  last  week. 
Some  more  timber  brought  to  the  battery  near  the  Gregory  Chimneys. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


STATION  ON  LINE  IN  FRONT  OF 
GENERAL  AYRES'  OLD  POSITION, 

August  •/,  1861 — '.>  a.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Enemy  very  busy  this  a.  m. ;  some  hauling  logs  to  the  front,  others 
strengthening  works.  A  party  of  about  thirty  at  work  on  fort  about 
1,500  yards  to  left  of  Burnt  Chimneys.  A  small  camp  in  woods  in  rear 
of  this  fort.  Quite  a  number  of  enemy's  officers  to  the  front  with 
marine  glasses  and  papers  in  their  hands;  seem  to  be  watching  our 
working  parties.  Xo  movements  observed. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant.  , 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  •/,  1861 — 9.15  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  was  very  quiet  on  my 
front  last  night,  nothing  of  importance  transpiring.  A  good  deal  of 
artillery  and  musketry  firing  was  had  in  front  of  the  command  on 
my  right.  Received  and  promulgated  General  Orders,  No.  31,  about 
observance  of  the  fast  day. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  Genera  I.  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS. 
AmjitHt  /,  1864.     (Received  10.15  p.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
in  my  front  during  the  day.  Nine  hundred  men  are  at  work  to-night 
at  ten-gun  mortar  battery  and  at  Battery  Tilton,  near  plank  road. 

(r.'K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  I.  1*04. 
General  BARTLETT: 

I  wish  you  would  push  your  picket-line  to-night  out  just  as  far  as 
possible,  so  as  to  get  a  view  down  into  the  ravine,  and  have  them  throw 
up  earth  to  cover  themselves.  We  must  tight  to  do  this,  if  necessary, 
as  the  whole  line  seems  to  be  getting  scared  by  mining  rumors,  and  we 
must  have  a  view  into  the  ravine. 
'  Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 
Camp  near  Petersburg,   V<(..  August  •/,  186-1 — 10.25  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  advanced  my  pickets  in  compliance  with  orders 
received  this  p.  in.  1  think  the  ravine  is  now  commanded  by  them 
sufficiently  to  observe  any  movement  of  troops  or  working  parties  in 
front  of  our  corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOS.  J.  BARTLETT, 
brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT.  August  4,  1804. 
General  BURNSIDE: 

I  shall  be  at  home  all  day.     Certainly  no  objection  to  your  visiting 
me  here. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  ten  a  n  t-  Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  -J,  1804 — <J  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  usual  state  of  affairs  on  my  front  dur 
ing  the  past  twelve  hours.  About  11  last  night  the  enemy  used  cannon 
and  musketry  to  some  extent,  and  we  threw  some  shells  at  their  work 
ing  parties. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS    NlNTH    CORPS, 

Augmt  •/,  18<J4. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Will  you  please  ask  the  general  commanding  if  I  can  have  permis 
sion  to  visit  General  Grant  to-day. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  4,  18(11 — $.20  <i.  in. 

Major-General  BURNSIDE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  sees  no  objection  to  your  visiting 
General  Grant  to-day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  (Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  -1,  186-1.     (Received  0.10  p.  in.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  on  my  line  to  report.  Fresh  abatis  has 
been  prepared  and  will  be  put  down  to-night.  During  last  night  it  is 
reported  the  enemy  were  heard  moving  artillery  to  their  right.  My 
signal  oih'cer  reports  as  follows: 

Major-General  BUUNSIDK  : 

GENERAL:  From  3  until  5.30  p.  in.  two  different  columns  of  dust  appeared  over 
the  city,  botli  moving  in  direction  of  the  enemy's  right.  A  regiment  of  infantry  also 
moved  toward  evening  from  camp  near  plank  road  in  direction  of  earth-work  opposite 
our  extreme  left.  Condition  of  the  atmosphere  since  3  p.  in.  prevented  a  more  dis 
tinct  observation  of  these  movements,  which  might  have  been  made.  Nothing  else 
where  visible. 

J.  C.  PAINE, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 

A.  E.  BUltNSIDE, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

No.  13l\  J  Before  Petersburg,  Va..  August  4,  1864. 

******* 

4.  Leave  of  absence  is  hereby  granted  the  following-named  officers 
for  the  number  of  days  and  for  the  reasons  set  opposite  their  respective 
names:  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Ledlie,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for  twenty  days  on 
account  of  physical  disability. 

5.  Brig.  Geu.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
temporary  duty  as  chief  of  staff  of  the  major- general  commanding. 

0.  Brig.  Gen.  Julius  White,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  relieving  Brig.  Gen. 

J.  H.  Led  lie,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

***##** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bnrnside: 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  -1,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  was  considerable 
musketry  and  an  occasional  shell  thrown  at  our  right  during  the  even 
ing.  This  subsided  before  morning.  Everything  is  now  quiet.  The 
enemy  is  engaged  in  strengthening  his  works,  but  no  movement  has 
been  observed.  Our  trendies  are  being  widened  and  works  put  in 
good  condition  along  the  whole  line.  Abatis  is  being  put  down  in  front 
of  our  left  by  the  engineer  regiment. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- Genera /,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  4,  1864. 

Lieut,  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  Brigade  commanders  report  unusual  quiet  on  our  front, 
with  no  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  during  the  past  twelve 
hours.      The   work   of  strengthening  our  line  is   continued.      Fresh 
material  for  abatis  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  put  down  to-night. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION, 

August  4,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
General  WHITE,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  after  being 
quiet  all  day  began  a  sharp  tire  of  musketry  in  the  evening — opened 
their  battery  on  the  right  of  the  exploded  work  and  opened  with  mor 
tars  at  other  points.  The  musketry  and  considerable  artillery  was  kept 
up  through  the  night  between  the  lines.  By  my  direction,  Roemsr's 
battery  fired  upon  points  where  the  enemy  were  at  work,  and  threw 
shells  into  the  town  and  camps. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Camp  near  Petersburg,  F«.,  August  4,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  picket-tiring  has  been 
about  as  usual;  that  the  enemy  opened  with  his  artillery  in  front  of  the 
left  of  the  First  Brigade  at  about  11  o'clock  last  night.    Several  rounds 
were  nred,  but  did  no  damage.     This  morning  all  is  quiet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDVVI).  FERRERO, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  •/,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG. 

Com  m  a  tiding  Ca  valry  Co  rpn  : 

The  major-general  commanding  has  received  instructions  from  the 
lieutenant- general  commanding  the  armies  in  the  Held  to  send  another 
cavalry  division  to  Washington.  The  major-general  commanding  is  at 
General  Butler's  headquarters,  where.  1  have  telegraphed  him.  In  the 
meantime  make  every  preparation  tor  moving  to  City  Point  for  embark 
ation  that  division  of  cavalry  which  can  be  most  quickly  got  there, 
consideration  also  being  given  to  its  effectiveness — that  is,  it  must 
be  in  condition  for  rapid  movement  after  reaching  Washington.  The 
artillery  and  means  of  transportation  of  the  division  will  also  go  to 
City  Point,  but  will  not  be  embarked  until  the  troops  are  embarked. 
General  Kautz  is  directed  to  remain  on  duty  with  this  army.  Inform 
me  in  reply  what  division  will  go.  In  the  event  of  your  division  going 
you  will  accompany  it,  and  will  turn  over  to  General  Wilson  all  orders 
respecting  the  disposition  of  the  cavalry.  One  division  will  be  posted 
on  the  left  and  rear  as  far  as  the  Blackwater,  and  the  remaining  divis 
ion  between  the  Blackwater  and  James.  As  far  as  practicable, 
what  force  is  not  needed  for  patrols  and  pickets  will  be  kept  concen 
trated  ready  for  movement  against  the  enemy.  If  any  modifications  of 
this  should  be  thought  necessary  the  commander  of  the  cavalry  will 
please  suggest  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  4,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  designate  the  Second  Division  (that 
commanded  by  myself)  as  the  division  to  proceed  to  Washington.  The 
brigades  of  the  division  are  posted  at  Prince  George  Court-House  and 
on  the  Norfolk  railroad,  and  can  most  conveniently  be  moved  to  City 
Point  for  shipment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  McM.  GEEGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  4,  1864—3.20  p.  in. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  CAVALRY  CORPS: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  Wilson's  division 
to  City  Point  for  embarkation.  Instructions  for  picketing  the  left  of 
the  army  same  as  already  sent  you.  Kautz's  division  will  remain  with 
you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  titaff. 
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CONFIDENTIAL.]      HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  -1,  18(>-i — 5.30  p.  in. 
Brigadier-General  MclNTOSH, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

GENERAL:  As  soon  as  your  brigade  is  relieved  from  picket  duty  by 
troops  of  the  Second  Division  concentrate  the  command  near  these 
headquarters  and  proceed  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for 
embarking  it  at  City  Point,  with  all  the  new  horses  and  transportation. 
The  division  will  move  from  here  by  daylight.  Instructions  will  be 
given  the  quartermaster  of  the  division  to  collect  the  transportation 
now  at  Light-House  Point.  Please  report  to  me  in  person  at  once. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  II.  WILSON, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  •/,  186-4 — 6.30  p.  in. 
Brigadier-General  CHAPMAN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

GENERAL:  As  soon  as  your  brigade  is  relieved  from  picket  by  Col 
onel  Gregg  concentrate  it  at  McCann's  house.  Make  all  necessary 
arrangements  to  embark  with  all  your  men,  horses,  and  wagons  at 
City  Point.  The  division  will  march  at  daylight  to-morrow  for  that 
place.  Please  report  to  me  in  person  at  these  headquarters  at  the 
earliest  convenient  moment. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  WTLSOX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  4,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE  H.  CHAPMAN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

GENERAL:  You  will  draw  in  your  pickets  at  once  without  waiting  to 
be  relieved,  and  move  with  your  command  to  the  vicinity  of  McCann's, 
near  the  Norfolk  railroad,  as  indicated  in  previous  orders  of  to-day. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

August  -I,  1S6-L 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Headquarters^  Bermuda  Hundred: 

There  is  no  probability  that  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  Northum 
berland  [Northampton]  will  be  separated  from  your  command — cer 
tainly  not  with  my  assent.  The  application  1  have  peremptorily  re 
fused  and  shall  resist. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX, 

/Secretary  of  War. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  4,  1864 — 12  noon. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

I  find  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  "Washington  for  a  day  or  two  to 
give  direction  to  affairs  there.  In  ray  absence  remain  on  the  defensive, 
notifying  General  Meade  that  if  attacked  he  is  authorized  to  call  on 
such  of  your  troops  as  are  south  of  the  Appomattox.  Only  expecting 
to  be  gone  three  days,  I  will  not  relinquish  command. 

U.  S.  UK  ANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  -1, 
Major-General  BUTLER,  ' 

Commanding,  cOc. : 

I  am  compelled  to  send  a  second  division  of  cavalry  to  Washington. 
This  will  leave  the  cavalry  force  too  weak  to  protect  the  flank  of  the 
army  without  the  assistance  of  Kautz.  Please  order  Kautx  to  report 
accordingly.  Only  intending  to  be  absent  for  a  few  days  I  leave  my 
adjutant-general  and  part  of  headquarters  here.  But  being  senior,  you 
necessarily  would  command  in  any  emergency.  Please  communicate 
with  me  by  telegraph  if  anything  occurs  where  you  wish  my  orders. 

II.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieuten  a  n  t-  (fen  era  I. 


CITY  POINT,  A* A.,  August  L 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  ttv.  : 

Lieutenant  King's  communication  in  relation  to  closing  the  port  of 
Wilmington  with  torpedoes  is  received.  I  called  Admiral  Lee's  atten 
tion  to  this  matter  some  time  ago,  thinking  myself  it  was  perfectly 
feasible.  The  admiral,  however,  thought  differently,  giving  as  a  reason 
for  his  views  that  both  channels  were  commanded  by  the  enemy's  guns. 
All  the  torpedoes  we  would  plant  during  the  night  the  enemy  would 
take  up  during  the  day.  I  certainly,  however,  would  like  the  experi 
ment  tried,  and  if  you  will  arrange  with  Admiral  Lee  for  his  co-opera 
tion,  what  you  may  do  will  have  my  approval. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  -1,  186-1. 
Lieutenant-Gen  era!  GRANT, 

Commanding,  <€c.  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  I  have  been  reading  the  newspaper  accounts  of  the 
Petersburg  affair,  and  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  blame 
cast  upon  the  negro  troops.  They  ought  to  bear  all  their  share  of  the 
odium  which  attaches  to  the  failure,  but  no  more.  If  it  be  true,  as 
alleged,  that  the  failure  is  owing  to  their  want  of  courage,  conduct,  and 
inefficiency,  then  it  would  seem  that  the  negro  can  never  make  a  soldier, 
and  the  policy  of  the  Government  upon  this  subject  is  wrong  and  should 
at  once  be  changed.  If  they  are  not  to  blame,  that  fact,  it  is  respect 
fully  suggested,  should  be  ascertained  and  declared  in  the  most  solemn 
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form  of  military  investigation  and  report  upon  this  precise  movement 
of  these  troops  at  Petersburg.  I  have  no  opinion,  because  I  do  not 
know  the  facts.  Certain  it  is  that  there  is  fault  somewhere,  and  I 
think,  and  venture  most  respectfully  to  suggest,  that  it  is  due  to  your 
self,  the  army,  and  the  country,  that  the  fault  should  be  ascertained, 
so  that  the  remedy  maybe  applied  either  mediately  or  immediately  by 
yourself  or  the  War  Department  if  the  matter  is  susceptible  either  of 
amendment  or  correction.  If  the  whole  affair  can  be  investigated  it 
will  be  found  that  the  plan  of  movement  was  excellent,  that  the  strategy 
which  drew  Lee's  attention  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  accomplished 
all  that  could  be  desired  in  drawing  away  his  troops.  This  much  I 
know,  for  a  portion  of  this  it  was  my  business  to  know.  Why,  then,  did 
the  plan  fail  ?  Clearly  for  want  of  proper  and  efficient  execution.  Was 
that  failure  of  execution  inherent  and  irremediable  in  the  very  nature 
of  things,  and  in  troops  engaged,  or  did  it  arise  from  other  causes  or 
the  faults  and  incompetency  of  commanding  officers  of  any  subdivision 
of  the  army?  This  is  the  subject  that,  in  my  judgment,  needs  investiga 
tion.  It  is  true  that  by  the  Articles  of  War,  to  prevent  oppression  by 
the  commander  upon  any  officer  under  him,  a  commanding  general  can 
not  order  a  court  of  inquiry  upon  any  officer's  conduct  without  his  re 
quest,  but  it  is  clearly  competent  for  the  commander  of  an  army  to 
order  a  court  of  inquiry  or  a  board  of  officers  to  investigate  and  report 
the  facts  relating  to  a  given  movement  or  occurrence  in  order  to  fur 
nish  the  basis  upon  which  the  general  commanding  can  ask  for  court 
of  inquiry  upon  any  officer,  and  if  in  the  investigation  of  the  facts  of  a 
given  transaction  the  conduct  or  capacity  of  any  officer  becomes  a  ques 
tion  bearing  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  inquiry,  then  that  conduct 
and  capacity  can  be  investigated  as  incidental  to  the  main  question  or 
investigation. 

Pardon  me  if  in  urging  this  inquiry  I  am  overstepping  the  bounds  of 
official  propriety  or  sphere  of  duty,  either  public  or  official,  i  am 
prompted  by  a  double  motive.  I  desire  not  to  have  this  most  serious 
reverse  placed  where  I  know  it  does  not  belong,  i.  e.,  either  on  the  plan 
or  strategy  which  preceded  it;  and  secondly,  as  I  raised  the  first  regi 
ments  of  negro  troops,  and  have  ever  since  urged  their  employment,  I 
desire  to  have  my  own  judgment  corrected,  if  in  the  wrong.  We  are 
likely  to  have  these  troops  under  the  last  act  of  Congress  on  the  draft 
in  large  numbers,  and  if  they  are  to  be  useless  it  ought  to  be  known  at 
once.  Such  has  not  been  my  experience,  and  I  am  ready  and  willing 
now  to  take  under  my  command  the  defeated  division  of  General  Burn- 
side's  colored  troops,  and  with  them  to  attempt  any  work  that  any 
troops  ought  to  try. 

Subject  always  to  have  my  opinions  altered  by  any  well-ascertained 
facts  developed  in  the  investigation  to  which  I  have  alluded  which 
ought  to  affect  a  well-balanced  mind,  believe  me,  general, 
Yours,  truly. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK. 


CITY  POINT,  August  4,  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 

Our  transports  were  fired  into  yesterday  at  Wilcox's  Landing,  and 
to-day  at  Harrison's  Landing.  Captain  Clitz,  commanding  gun-boat 
Osceola,  reports  that  he  to-day  communicated  with  females,  white,  and 
a  contraband  at  Wilcox's  Landing,  who  agree  in  saying  that  an  infaii- 
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try  force  of  about  2,000,  and  field  battery  of  fifteen  guns  are  encamped 
from  two  to  three  miles  from  that  landing.  They  say  it  is  Early's 
troops,  but  this  must  be  a  mistake.  I  send  this  for  your  information. 

E.  s. 'PARKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HDQKS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  4,  1S64—2.15  p.  in. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following   dispatch  was   received   from   the  signal 
officer  at  Water  Battery  at  2.10  p.  m. : 

About  330  men  armed  and  dressed  in  light-colored  clothes  and  straw  hats   are 
removing  the  engine  from  Cox's  Mill  to  the  wharf,  piece-meal.     Is  it  our  party  f 

G.  s.  DANA; 

Captain,  Signal  Corps, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  212.  J  In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  4,  1864. 

******* 

XIV.  In  relation  to  recruiting  and  the  recruiting  rendezvous  in  this 
department,  it  is  hereby  ordered : 

Brigadier-General  Wild  will  fix  the  headquarters  of  recruiting  at 
Newport  News,  a  healthy  point,  with  plenty  of  good  water  and  wood, 
where  the  recruits  will  be  exposed  to  no  temptation  or  interference. 
General  Wild's  headquarters  will  be  at  Newport  News.  The  First  Regi 
ment  of  Colored  Cavalry  will  do  guard  duty  for  the  camp.  No  persons 
recruited  in  this  department  will  be  allowed  to  be  sent  out  of  it,  but 
will  be  assigned  to  some  regiment  here. 

By  command  of  Major- General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  4,1864 — 9.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

A  deserter,  claiming  to  be  a  lieutena.it  recently  serving  on  Cling- 
man's  staff,  reports  that  the  rebels  have  a  mine  dug  and  nearly  com 
pleted,  and  that  it  extends  to  the  Hare  house,  and  that  it  is,  in  fact, 
very  close  thereto.  Please  send  me  any  rebel  papers  you  may  get. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  4,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  AMES. 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 
GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  department  telegraphs 
that  a  rebel  deserter,  claiming  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  reports  a  mine 
nearly  completed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ilare  house.  Major-General  Ord, 
commanding  corps,  directs  me  to  say  that  he  supposes  the  deserter 
referred  to  is  the  same  who  came  in  last  night,  but  he  wishes  you  to 
keep  the  men  in  the  vicinity  on  the  alert  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
after  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  and  to  continue  your  operations  in 
the  way  of  counter-mining. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  RUSSELL,  JR., 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  K  C., 

August  4,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Kautz  will  remain,  reporting  to  General  Meade 
with  his  mounted  command  until  further  orders. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  4,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Y.  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  Third  Division,  General  Wilson  commanding,  has 
been  ordered  to  Washington,  and  one  brigade  of  the  Second  Division 
has  been  ordered  to  the  left  of  the  army.  The  brigade  of  the  Second 
Division  now  at  Prince  George  Court-House  wiirmove  to  Zion  Church. 
You  will  therefore  connect  your  pickets  with  those  of  the  Second  Di 
vision  at  a  point  north  of  Zion  Church,  which  will  be  indicated  by  my 
staff  officer. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry  Corps. 


FORT  MONROE,  August  4,  1864 — i.30. 
Mtijor-General  BUTLER: 

Have  just  arrived.  Went  within  one  mile  of  Fredericksburg  without 
encountering  any  enemy.  At  9.30  p.  in.  Tuesday  the  Seddon  place 
was  destroyed, 

CHAS.  K.  GRAHAM, 

Brigadier-  Gen  era  I. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  5,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Washington,  I).  C.: 

Rebels  exploded  a  small  mine  this  evening'  about  forty  yards  in  front 
of  Ord's  left.  Xo  damage  done  to  our  works.  No  assault.  Loss  re 
ported  trifling.  Colonel  Stedman  dangerously  wounded.  Our  lines 
intact. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Assi.sta  )t  t  A  (I jut  a  n  t-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT.  YA.,  August  5,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

If  not  improper  to  communicate,  I  would  like  to  know  the  cause  of 
the  heavy  firing  this  evening,  so  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  Gen 
eral  Grant. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  .5,  1864 — 8. 20  p.  m. 
Capt.  E.  S.  PARKER, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  lldqrs.  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  City  Point: 
The  following-  dispatch  from  General  Ord  explains  the  firing  you 
heard  this  evening.*     All  is  quiet  no\v. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 
August  5,  1864.     (Received  11.45  p.  ui.) 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Please  send  word  what  has  been  done  at  your  front. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  '),  1864 — 11.30  p.  in. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER: 

There  has  not  been  anything  done  in  my  front  to-day.  At  G.30  p.  m. 
there  was  heavy  artillery  tiring  on  the  right,  which  Major-General  Ord, 
on  my  inquiring  the  cause,  reported  the  enemy  exploding  a  small  miye 
about  forty  yards  in  front  of  his  left.  So  soon  as  I  received  this  infor 
mation  I  put  Hancock  in  motion  to  sustain  Ord  in  case  of  an  assault, 
but  the  enemy  did  not  make  any  and  Hancock  has  returned.  Believing 
the  enemy  could  not  have  made  so  great  a  mistake  in  distance  as  forty 
yards,  I  advised  Ord  that  perhaps  his  object  was  to  effect  a  lodgment 
under  cover  of  the  crater  at  night,  and  suggested  his  keeping  a  warm 

*See  Ord  to  Humphreys,  received  8.10  p.  in.  August  5,  p.  64. 
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fire  on  the  spot.  Unfortunately,  we  have,  no  lire  balls  to  illuminate  the 
ground.  Perhaps  the  enemy  may  have  feared  our  mining  and  exploded 
this  mine  to  blow  in  our  supposed  galleries.  I  understand  from  Ord  his 
casualties  from  the  artillery  firing  was  slight.  There  was  some  artillery 
firing  on  Burnside's  front,  adjacent  to  Ord,  at  the  same  time.  I  pre 
sumed  Ord  would  or  had  reported  this  to  you,  or  I  should  have  earlier 
advised  you  of  the  facts. 

GEO.  G.  JMEADE. 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  V.v..  Auf/iut  .7,  1SG1 — //  a.  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  r.  S.  ARMY: 

The  last  of  Torbert's  division  of  cavalry  left  here  at  9  this  morning; 
it  numbered  about  5,000.  I  am  now  shipping  the  ammunition  and  will 
be  loading  and  sending  wagons  constantly.  Shall  begin  to  embark 
Wilson's  division  at  12  m.  to-day.  We  can  embark  them  as  rapidly  as 
the  returning  transports  will  permit. 

R.  INGALLS, 
Chief  (Quartermaster. 


CITY  POINT.  VA..  August  .->,  1864 — X  p.  m. 

(Received  8.15  p.  in.) 
General  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  8.  Army : 

Will  it  be  necessary  to  send  the  ambulances  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and 
Cavalry  Corps  to  Washington?  Can  you  supply  what  may  be  wanted 
and  shall  those  now  here  be  retained  ?  If  those  commands  are  to  rejoin 
this  army  shortly,  the  fewest  number  of  wagons  and  ambulances  con 
sistent  with  actual  wants  should  be  sent  from  here,  as  the  transpor 
tation  of  them  by  water  is  a  precarious  matter.  Please  ascertain  and 
instruct  me.  Wilson's  division  has  begun  to  embark  and  will  be  sent 
off  as  fast  as  vessels  arrive.  Our  facilities  for  embarking  are  excellent. 
We  only  require  transports,  and  I  presume  they  return  as  fast  as  pos 
sible. 

RUFTJS  IXGALLS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  (Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  We  have  received  two  deserters  from  the  Eleventh  Flor 
ida,  Finegan's  brigade,  who  left  their  skirmish  line  last  night  about  9 
o'clock.  They  are  not  intelligent,  but  seem  to  be  truthful.  They  say 
that  they  do  not  kno\v  much  about  the  location  of  any  troops  except 
ing  their  own  division,  but  they  seem  to  have  heard  of  Ileth's  and  Wil- 
cox's  as  being  there  quite  lately.  They  say  that  men  from  their  brigade 
pass  backward  and  forward  to  the  railroad  and  to  Petersburg  daily, 
seeking  opportunities  to  buy  vegetables,  and  think  that  if  any  troops 
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had  been  sent  south  since  the  explosion  of  the  mine  they  would  have 
heard  of  it.  Some  convalescents  belonging  to  their  brigade  came  within 
a  day  or  two  from  Richmond.  They  brought  no  news  of  the  depar 
ture  of  any  troops;  said  that  Atlanta  was  being  heavily  shelled,  and 
that  Early  was  in  the  Valley.  They  did  not  seem  to  understand  in 
Richmond  that  he  had  recrossed  the  Potomac.  They  know  the  loca 
tion  of  the  fourteen-gun  battery,  or  fort  of  ours  toward  the  left  of  our 
line,  and  they  say  that  no  mining  operations  whatever  are  going  on  in 
front  of  it  or  anywhere,  so  far  as  they  know,  on  the  right  of  their  line. 
They  say  that  the  enemy  expect  us  to  explode  other  mines.  One  of  the 
men  went  yesterday  from  where  his  brigade  lies,  down  the  right  of 
their  line  to  where  there  is  fresh  dirt  thrown  up  every  day  in  front  of 
the  fourteen-gun  fort  spoken  of,  and  is  quite  sure  that  no  mining  is 
going  on  there.  He  says  that  the  fresh  dirt  thrown  up  is  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  their  batteries  in  position  there.  He  saw 
several  parties  with  augurs  boring  at  different  places  intermediate  the 
position  of  his  brigade  and  that  opposite  the  fourteen-gun  fort  for 
the  purpose  of  sounding  for  our  expected  mines.  I  have  a  dispatch 
from  Lieutenant  Davenport,  of  General  Butler's  staff,  saying  that  yes 
terday  three  deserters  from  General  Butler's  front  at  Deep  Bottom  re 
ported  Kershaw's  division  to  be  near  Deep  Bottom.  It  would  seem 
that  but  one  brigade  of  Kershaw's  division,  namely,  Kershaw's  old 
brigade,  moved  from  Deep  Bottom  as  heretofore  reported,  and  that  was 
stopped  in  the  rear  of  Pickett's  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MAESHAL-GENERAL, 

August  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  Second  Maryland  Battalion  came 
into  the  lines  of  the  colored  division  of  the  Ninth  Corps  early  this  a.  in. 
This  is  the  infantry  battalion  of  the  Maryland  Line  which  lay  all  winter 
at  Hanover  Junction.  When  our  troops  reached  Cold  Harbor  this  bat 
talion  was  added  to  the" consolidated  brigades  of  Archer  and  Walker, 
in  Heth's  division,  the  brigade  being  now  commanded  by  Colonel  Mayo, 
of  the  Forty-seventh  Virginia.  This  man  (an  Irishman)  says  that 
Heth's  division  lies  opposite  the  colored  division ;  that  he  does  not  think 
Wilcox's  division  has  returned  from  the  other  side  of  the  James  yet; 
that  he  has  heard  of  no  troops  being  sent  south;  that  the  enemy  are 
afraid  of  other  mines  which  they  understand  we  are  going  to  explode; 
that  the  troops  of  Heth's  division  are  gotten  under  arms  at  2  o'clock 
every  night,  and  so  kept  until  some  time  after  daylight;  that  they  are 
particularly  afraid  of  an  expected  explosion  to  the  (our)  right  of  the 
said  colored  division,  where  a  ravine  comes  up  to  a  hill  occupied  by  the 
enemy;  that  he  knows  of  no  mining  going  on  by  the  enemy  anywhere 
on  this  part  of  their  line,  but  he  has  heard  that  somewhere  on  Beaure- 
gard's  part  of  the  line  the  enemy  are  preparing  a  mine.  He  has  heard 
no  late  news  from  Early,  but  heard  yesterday  that  out  West  General 
Stoneman  was  captured,  with  500  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  II.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  55 

AUGUST  5,  18C4 — 9  a.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

Parties  of  enemy  at  work  in  the  redoubts  to-night  left  and  rear  of 
Gregory  house. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer . 


SIGNAL  STATION,  PLANK  ROAD, 

August  5,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

No  movements  of  enemy  visible  this  morning. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  5,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL  :  The  following  is  respectfully  forwarded : 

JORDAN'S  HOUSE  STATION. 

The  enemy  has  just  put  ;i  battery  of  live  guns  in  the  redoubt  in  rear  of  White- 
head's. 

T.  R.  CLARK, 

Signal  Officer* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  J,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  From  the  plank  road  signal  station  I  have  the  following: 

No  movement  of  the  enemy  visible  at  this  end  of  the  line.  No  change  apparent 
when  the  heavy  tiring  commenced  in  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  The  enemy 
continued  working  during  the  day  upon  the  work  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  also 
at  other  points  of  their  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  o,  1864 — 10  p.  m.     (Received  6th.) 
General  MEADE: 
General  Birney  has  just  sent  me  the  following  statement: 

Prisoners  from  Hill's  corps  state  that  to  prevent  their  march  from  Petersburg  to 
this  point  being  observed  from  the  tower  on  the  Appomattox,  they  were  compelled 
to  avoid  the  turnpike  and  come  by  a  circuitous  route 

This  was  a  voluntary  statement. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  5,  _ZS£7 — 6'. 75  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding:  directs  that  you  get  your  corps  under 
arms,  and  send  two  divisions  to  the  rear  of  Ord's  left,  the  commander 
reporting  his  arrival  to  General  Ord,  and  holding  the  divisions  ready 
to  support  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  5,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  G.45  p.m.,  and  have 
ordered  Mott's  and  Miles'  divisions  to  proceed  at  once  to  General  Ord's 
left,  reporting  on  arrival  to  General  Ord.  General  Mott  will  be  in 
command  of  the  two  divisions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General,  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  5,  J864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  two  divisions  reported 
to  General  Ord  as  directed.    They  were  informed  that  their  services 
were  not  required,  and  are  now  returning  to  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WDTF'D  S.  HAXCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  r>.  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Everything  continuing  quiet.  Your  two  divisions  have  been  ordered 
to  return  to  their  camps.  It  is  not  necessary  to  keep  the  corps  under 
arms.  Possibly  something  may  occur  in  the  night.  A  small  mine  was 
exploded  by  the  enemy  about  forty  yards  abreast  of  Ord's  line  on  its  left; 
no  harm  done.  Colonel  Stednum  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the 
firing. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  />.  18(>4 — 7  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 
Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  Divisions^  Second  Corps: 

GENERALS:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  commands  at  once  to  the  rear  ot  General  Ord's  left  (Eighteenth 
Corps),  reporting  on  arrival  to  General  Ord.  General  Mott  will  take 
command  of  both  divisions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRAXCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  .->,  18(>-1. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  is  quiet  in  my  front.     Xothing 
unusual  occurred  during  the  night. 

G.  K.  WARREX. 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ~>.  l$(ii — a.. -JO  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN. 

Command inff  Fifth  Corps: 
Do  you  know  what  that  tiring  is? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August   ~),  18<>-i — (i.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  firing  is  to  my  right,  toward  the  front  of  the  Xinth  and  Eight 
eenth  Corps. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ;>.  1861 — 'J  p.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
in  my  front  during  the  day.  One  deserter  from  Sixteenth  Mississippi 
was  received  and  forwarded.  Three  hundred  men  are  at  work  to-night 
at  Battery  Tilton. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major-  General. 


58  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION.  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augujt  5,  1864. 
Maj.  Geii.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps : 

SIR:  I  have  reason  to  know  that  should  you  consolidate  the  corps  as 
suggested,  and  form  the  old  First  into  a  division,  that  General  Ayres 
would  not  be  unwilling  but  pleased  to  be  its  commander,  provided  the 
order  Avas  made  without  consulting  him.  He  would  not  seek  for  it.  I 
think  the  troops  would  all  be  willing  to  serve  under  him;  they  might 
not  be  under  some  other  one.  As  there  is  little  doing  now,  could  it  not 
be  done  as  well  now  as  at  any  time,  if  at  all  ?  80  far  as  1  am  concerned, 
I  would  prefer  to  have  it  done  now  than  at  a  later  period,  provided  I 
could  bring  about  the  arrangement  which  has  been  suggested  in  our 
conversations.  I  might  get  rid  of  a  little  toasting  in  this  hot  sun, 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  CUTLER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  5,  1864.     (Received  9  a.  m.) 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  ordinary  state  of  affairs  on  my  line. 
Abatis  was  put  down  and  the  work  strengthened  in  other  ways.  The 
night  was  unusually  quiet  as  regards  tiring. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  N"INTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va..  August  5,  1S64. 
General  SETH  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding,  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  mine: 
The  main  gallery  is  uninjured  clear  up  to  the  tamping,  which  extends 
back  thirty-five  feet  from  the  end  of  the  gallery.  Side  galleries  could 
be  started  from  a  point  twenty-five  feet  this  side  of  the  tamping,  run 
ning  off  diagonally  to  the  enemy's  works  on  either  side  of  the  old  crater. 
If  the  commanding  general  desires  to  make  use  of  mining  in  connection 
with  the  operations  of  the  army  against  Petersburg,  this  work  could 
be  done  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Major- General ,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  5,  1864 — <i.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  BURNSIDE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 
Is  that  firing  of  artillery  and  musketry  on  your  front?     What  is  it? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  5,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Part  of  it  is.     I  have  sent  out  to  see.     We  heard  no  musketry  here. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE; 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  5,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  enemy  exploded  a  mine  in  front  of  General  Ames'  division.  The 
understanding  is  the  mine  exploded  short  and  did  not  reach  our  works 
or  do  any  damage.  Firing  started  at  once  and  extended  to  our  First 
Division  front,  but  amounted  to  verv  little. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  5,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistan t  Adjuta n t- Genera /  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred 
on  my  front  during  the  past  twelve  hours.  New  abatis  has  been  cut 
and  will  be  laid  to-night.  All  the  information  we  have  in  regard  to  the 
firing  this  afternoon  has  already  been  given. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  38.  J  August  .-;,  1864. 

I.  By  direction  of  major-general  commanding  the  Ninth  Corps  I 
hereby  assume  the  command  of  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

II.  The  following  are  announced  as  forming,  until  further  orders,  the 
staff  of  this  division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly: 
Capt.  C.  J.  Mills,  Fifty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general;  Maj.  S.  Hovey,  jr.,  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Vol 
unteers,  division  inspector;    Surg.  M.  K.  Hogan.   V.  S.  Volunteers, 
surgeon-in-chief;  Capt.  J.  S.  Tobey,  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers,  acting   assistant  quartermaster:    ('apt.  T.  Y.  England,  17.   S. 
Volunteers,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt.  J.  W.  Hudson,  Thirty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  engineer  officer;  Capt.  George  C.Parker, 
Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  provost-marshal;  Capt.  E.  R. 
Lewis,  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  acting  ordnance  officer. 

JULIUS   WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  5,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  EICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  quiet 
along  my  line  during  the  past  twelve  hours,  except  that  immediately 
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after  the  explosion  in  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  on  our  right,  the 
enemy  shelled  our  lines  vigorously  for  about  half  an  hour,  causing 
some  casualties.  Some  of  the  pickets  on  the  right  of  our  line  ran  in  at 
the  time  of  the  explosion,  but  the  line  was  immediately  re-established. 
An  officer  of  the  Third  Maryland  Volunteers  reports,  from  his  own 
observation,  that  the  advanced  sap  driven  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps, 
near  the  enemy's  works,  was  blown  up  by  the  enemy.  Our  men  had 
notice  of  the  explosion  in  time  to  save  themselves,  very  few  being 
injured. 

J  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  JHritiion. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  :NINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   Va.,  August  5.  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  oc 
curred  on  my  front  in  the  past  twelve  hours.    Work  is  continued  on  the 
defenses,  and  the  abatis  is  nearly  completed.    A  detail  of  500  men  has 
been  at  work  since  7  o'clock  last  evening  on  Fort  Morton. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT   B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General.  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION.  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg.  Va.,  August   ~>,  186-i. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  move 
ment  on  our  front  in  the  last  twelve  hours,  and  almost  entire  quiet  has 
prevailed.  The  cannonading  of  the  enemy  in  frond:  of  the  Eighteenth 
Corps  extended  partially  to  our  front,  where,  however,  there  was  but 
little  firing. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  J, 
Col.  J.  IRVIN  GREGG, 

Commanding  Second  Division,   Cavalry  Corps: 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  dispose  the 
brigades  and  regiments  of  the  Second  Di vision,  as  follows:  Four  regi 
ments  of  one  brigade,  not  less  than  1,200  men.  on  the  left  of  the  army, 
the  picket-line  of  this  force  to  connect  with  the  left  of  our  infantry  and 
extend  around  to  the  plank  road,  as  now  established;  patrols  will  also 
be  sent  from  tin's  force  from  McCann's  to  the  Lee's  Mill  road,  and  the 
roadconnectingthese  points  will  be  picketed  for  some  distance,  asalso  the 
plank  road  to  the  point  where  the  picket-line  strikes  it.  One  regiment 
of  the  brigade  will  be  posted  in  front  of  McCann's,  on  the  Norfolk  rail- 
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road.  This  regiment  will  throw  a  picket  forward  on  the  Xorfolk  road 
to  its  intersection  with  the  Lee's  Mill  and  Prince  George  Court- House 
road,  and  also  on  the  road  leading  from  MeCann's  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Norfolk  railroad  to  Lee's  Mill  and  Prince  George  Court- House  road. 
The  patrols  and  vedettes  of  this  brigade  will  be  so  posted  as  to  eover  all 
roads  upon  which  any  force  of  the  enemy  might  approach  the  left  or  rear 
of  the  army,  and  the  greatest  vigilance  will  be  required  on  their  part 
to  discover  such  advance.  Everything  of  importance  concerning  the. 
movements  of  the  enemy  will  be  at  once  communicated  to  these  head 
quarters.  ISrigade  and  regimental  commanders  will  familiarize  them 
selves  with  the  country  in  which  they  may  be  doing  duty,  asalso  the  posi 
tion  of  our  infantry  troops  in  their  rear,  this  last  that  important  infor 
mation  may  be  communicated  to  the  nearest  commander  of  such  troops. 
The  brigade  on  duty  on  the  left  of  the  army  Avill  be  supplied  -with  rations 
and  forage  tbi1  three  days.  The  remaining  brigade  of  the  Second  Divi 
sion  will  be  placed  in  camp  near  Birchett's  on  the  City  Point  road. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  KIXGSBURY,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant- (icncral. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION.  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

City  Point,  Auyust  57  1861 — 10  a.  in. 
Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS: 

(Care  Captain  Leer,  Washington.) 

My  division  is  ordered  to  Washington.  Please  have  all  the  men 
belonging  to  it  now  there  collected,  and  those  dismounted  supplied  with 
horses  at  once.  I  would  also  like  the  EightlWllinois  Cavalry  reassigned 
to  me  and  be  put  in  readiness  to  join  the  command  as  soon  as  it  gets 
there. 

J.  II.  WILSOX, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


ORDERS.)  HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  5,  186-1. 

I.  The  division  will  embark  in  the  following  order  as  fast  as  trans 
ports  are    furnished:    First,  First   Brigade,  General    Mclntosh  com 
manding;  second.  Second    Brigade,  Gen.   George  H.  Chapman;  third, 
Penningtoifs   battery,  Second  lr.  S.  Artillery;  fourth,  Fitzhugh's  bat 
tery,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery;  fifth,  transportation. 

II.  Brigade  commanders  will  give  their  personal  attention  to  the 
embarkation  of  their   commands;  seeing  that  no  time  is  lost;  that  the 
men  are  provided  with  three  days'  rations,  and  that  proper  means  are 
taken  to  insure  discipline  and  comfort  while  in  transit. 

III.  Eighty  rounds  of  ammunition  to  a  man  will  be  carried  in  the 
cartridge  boxes  and  on  the  horses. 

IV.  As  soon  as  the  men  will  be  embarked,  arms,  accouterments,  and 
clothing  will  be  put  in  the  best  possible  order,  in  anticipation  of  an 
active  campaign. 

V.  The  division  quartermaster  and  inspector  are  charged  with  super 
intending  the  execution  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson: 

L.  SIEBERT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

In  the  Field,  August  5,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  sent  Graham  up  and  burnt  Seddon's  house  in  retaliation  for  burn 
ing-  the  house  of  Mr.  Blair.  lie  went  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Fred- 
ericksbuvg  and  saw  no  enemy.  All  quiet. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

In  the  Field,  August  5,  1864. — 'J  a.  m. 
Hon.  MONTGOMERY  BLAIR: 

I  sent  General  Graham  with  the  army  guurboats  and  burned  Sed 
don's  house  near  Frederick  sburg  in  retaliation  for  the  burning  of  yours. 
That  house  has  been  in  our  hands  several  times  and  has  been  spared. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  5,  1S64 — .->  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at 4.45  p.  in. 
"a  train  of  sixteen  cars,  partly  loaded  with  troops,  passed  the  Junction 
toward  Richmond." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  5,  1561 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  message  was  signaled  from  the  rebel  signal 
station  near  Cox's  Ferry,  and  read  by  the  signal  officer  at  the  Water 
Battery: 

Colonel  M. : 

I  have  orders  to  open  on  any  and  everything,  so  you  may  expect  to  hear  from  ns  in 
a  day  or  two. 

S., 
Major. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer, 


CHAP.  LIT.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  63 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ">,  1864 — fj  p.  m.     (Received  7  p.  in.) 
Captain  NORTON: 

Enemy  have  opened  fire  from  Hewlett's  battery  on  the  Water  Bat 
tery.     Shots  fall  short. 

G.  S.  DANA, 

Captain,  t(:<-. 

General  BIRNEY: 

Do  not  reply  to  Hewlett's  battery  until  they  seem  to  get  the  range. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Genera  /,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  5,  1S64 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth   Corps: 

General  Hancock  is  ordered  to  send  two  divisions  to  your  left  to  sup 
port  you  if  you  need  it;  the  other  will  follow  if  required.  If  the  affair 
should  be  over  before  they  reach  you,  send  a  staff  officer  to  meet  them 
and  turn  them  back.  The  commander  of  the  two  divisions  is  ordered 
to  inform  you  of  his  arrival. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  5,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth   Corps: 

Major-General  Meade  wishes  to  know  what  the  firing  in  your  front 
amounts  to  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaft. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  5,  1864.     (Received  7  p.  mv 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

A  blast  of  a  mine  apparently  exploded  some  fifteen  minutes  ago,  fal 
lowed  by  musketry  on  the  left  of  my  line.  The  heavy  musketry  lasted 
but  a  short  time.  Since  then  there  lias  been  heavy  cannonading  along 
the  line  and  to  my  left.  I  have  sent  staff  officers  to  the  front  to  notify 
me  of  the  location  of  the  mine  if  on  my  line. 

E.  ().  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  J,  1864 — 7  p.  :. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps : 
Do  you  mean  tha^^Smje^a^Rjirung  on  your  left? 

OP  TH?.  ^  ^Sx     A.  A.  HUM  PII RE YS, 

'    '  „  .,  ^Umor-General  and  Chief  of  Waff. 
\  TT  W  T  r  T>  '•f  1 1 

U  «  A  *  E*^  -  -  j  +  n 

„  K  .    / 
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HEADQUARTERS    EIGHTEENTH    ARMY    CORPS, 

August  5,  1864.     (Received  7.15  p.  m.) 
General  MEADE  : 

There  appears  to  be  no  assault  on  my  front.  The  explosion  seemed 
to  be  on  Burnside's  right  or  my  left.  Recoimoiteririg  parties  are  out, 
and  I  expect  exact  report  in  a  few  minutes.  Where  are  the  divisions 
of  Hancock's  corps  to  be  met  should  I  have  occasion  to  send  to  them  ' 

E.  <0.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  .-7,  186 1 — 7.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

Hancock  was  directed  to  send  his  two  divisions  to  the  rear  of  your 
left  and  the  commander  to  report  his  arrival  to  you.  Hancock's  corps 
is  camped  near  the  Deserted  House  where  he  was  before  he  crossed  the 
James. 

A,  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Ktaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  J,  186-1.     (Received  8.10  p.  m.j 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

There  was  a  small  mine  exploded  about  7  o'clock  forty  yards  in  front 
of  my  left;  no  damage  to  our  works.  There  was  no  assault.  Loss  so 
tar  appears  trifling,  except  Colonel  Stedman  dangerously  wounded  by 
a  canister- shot.  My  line  is  intact;  all  reserves  ordered  back  to  camp. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
(Copy  to  General  Butler.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  5,  186-1 — 7. -15  p.  m. 
Major-General  OR~D, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Everything  remaining  quiet,  the  major-general  commanding  has 
ordered  General  Mott,  commanding  the  two  divisions  of  the  Second 
Corps,  to  return  to  cainp 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ,5,  .1864 — S.oO  p.  '»• 
Major-General  ORD  : 

T'.:e  enemy  must  have  some  object  in  exploding  the  mine  in  your 
front.  They  could  not  make  the  mistake  in  distance  reported,  forty 
yards.  I  should  rather  judge  they  intend  to-night  to  make  a  lodgment 
and  occupy  and  extend  the  crater.  If  I  could  get  or  make  any  tire- 
balls  I  would  throw  them,  and  keep  a  pretty  sharp  tire  on  the  crater. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  5,  isiil.     (Received  9.10  p.  in.) 
General  MEADE: 

I  Lave  no  fire  or  light  balls,  but  will    take   what  measures  I  can  to 
prevent  a  lodgment  according  to  your  suggestions. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS    EIGHTEENTH    ARMY    CORPS, 

August  5,  1864. 
General  BUTLER  : 

Colonel  Stedinan's  wound  is  very  severe.     Can  he  not  be  recom 
mended  by  telegraph  for  a  brevet  brigadier  ? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  5,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Y.  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  the 
following  dispositions  of  your  command,  viz:  One  regiment,  as  at 
present,  to  be  posted  at  Sycamore  Church:  one  regiment  to  be  posted 
at  Zion  Church.  From  this  regiment  a  strong  picket  to  be  posted  at 
the  point  where  you  at  present  connect  with  the  Second  Division. 
Pickets  will  also  be  sent  to  the  right  to  the  cross-roads  about  one 
mile  south  of  Zion  Church.  All  roads  leading  to  Prince  George 
Court-House  will  be  covered  by  patrols  or  vedettes.  The  remaining 
regiments  of  your  division  will  be  kept  in  camp  near  Birchett's. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  KINGS  BURY.  JR., 

A  ss  ista  n  t  A  dj  u  ta  nt-Gen  era  I. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS. 

August  6',  1$(>4 — 12m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

The  following  is  sent  for  your  information: 

The  signal  officer  on  the  Spring  Hill  station  reports  that  at  11.45  n.  m.  about 
1,000  cavalry  ami  eighty 'ambulances  and  wagons  passed  the  Junction  on  a,  road 
beyond  the  turnpike  going  toward  Richmond. 

Respectfully, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  6',  1SG'4. 
General  BUTLER: 

Did  you  telegraph  to  General  Grant  about  the  reported  movement  of 
rebel  troops  toward  Richmond  to-day  f 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

Major-  General. 
~>   R   R — VOL   XLII,    PT    11 
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BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  6,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  GEORGE  G.  MEADE: 

I  have  not.     Shall  make  a  report  to-night  of  all  movements  during 
the  day.     Line  not  working  last  night. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Washington,  JJ.  C'.,  August  6,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  INGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  tOc.,  City  Point: 

General  Rucker  says  do  not  send  the  ambulances  until  after  the  300 
wagons,  teams,  and  drivers,  which  are  most  needed,  are  shipped.  By 
that  time  he  will  be  able  to  decide  whether  the  ambulances  will  be  nec 
essary.  Transports,  I  am  assured,  are  not  detained  here  twenty  min 
utes  after  unloading.  Georgianiia,  Kennebec,  Balloon,  and  Charleston 
leave  Baltimore, this  morning  for  City  Point.  Orders  in  regard  to  for 
age  given  as  requested. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General  and  Brevet  Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  67  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Xine  deserters  from  Finegan's  (Florida)  brigade  came  in 
this  morning.  They  report  that  the  enemy  are  not  mining  on  the  front 
of  their  division;  that  they  are  merely  strengthening  their  works. 
They  say  that  yesterday  two  heavy  Parrott  guns  were  being  mounted 
in  the  fort  near  the  old  Chimneys.  One  deserter  from  Heth's  division, 
who  came  in  this  morning,  reports  that  his  division  is  lying  on  the 
right  of  Mahone's,  extending  to  the  railroad  near  the  lead- works,  but 
can  give  no  other  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \     '  HDQRS.  3D  BRIG.,  3D  Div.,  I'D  CORPS, 

No.  2.  j  August  6,  1864. 

The  colonel  commanding  desires  to  congratulate  the  troops  upon  the 
promptness  with  which  they  assembled  last  night  at  the  call  to  arms. 
It  gave  evidence  of  a  spirit  highly  commendable  and  worthy  of  soldiers 
in  the  great  cause  in  which'  we  are  engaged.  To  be  thus  prompt  is  the 
battle  won.  Hereafter  in  these  sudden  calls  to  arms  the  first  regiment 
formed  will  have  the  honor  of  leading  the  column. 
By  command  of  Col.  Robert  McAllister: 

W.  J.  RU SLING, 
lAeutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,   ETC. UNION.  67 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  6,  1864.     (Received  11  a.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  my  front  during-  the  night. 
Seven  deserters  from  Florida  brigade  were  received  this  morning  and 
forwarded. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  6\  1864 — 0.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  quiet  in  my 
front  to-day.  A  detail  of  300  men  is  at  work  at  Battery  Tilton  to 
night. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  6,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  on  my  line  during  the 
night,  and  everything  much  as  usual. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 


[AUGUST  6,  1864. — For  Burnside  to  Stanton,  relative  to  composition 
of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  ordered  to  examine  into  the  afl'air  of  July  30, 
see  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  p.  531.] 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  6,  1864. 
Major-General  BURNSIDE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  the  major-general  commanding  has  heard 
that  during  the  recent  flag  of  truce  Colonel  Thomas,  commanding  bri 
gade  in  the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  was  taken  by  the 
enemy  and  detained  some  twenty-two  hours.  The  major-general  com 
manding  desires  to  know  whether  you  have  any  knowledge  of  this 
matter,  and,  if  so,  what  the  particulars  are. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  6,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Commanding* Ninth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  condition 
of  the  mine  recently  exploded  in  your  front,  has  been  laid  before  the 
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major-general  commanding,  by  Avhom  1  am  directed  to  say  in  reply 
that  it  is  not  at  present  in  contemplation  to  make  any  further  use  of 
the  mine  in  connection  with  the  operations  in  front  of  Petersburg. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-      S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 
August  6,  1864.     (Received  9.20  p.  m.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

All  has  been  quiet  on  my  front  to-day.  At  present  some  little  mortar 
firing  is  going  on.  One  of  my  battery  commanders  reports  as  follows: 

The  rebels  appear  to  have  some  movement  on  foot.  They  have  been  leaving  the 
breast-works  to  our  front  and  left  in  squads  of  three  or  four  during  the  afternoon, 
being  equipped  with  knapsacks  and  muskets.  There  has  been  a  cloud  of  dust  be 
hind  the  woods,  as  if  troops  were  moving,  but  I  could  not  say  in  what  direction.  It 
is  my  opinion  they  were  moving  to  our  left. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  6,1864 — 8p.m. 

Lieut.  Col.  L.  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  along  my 
front  for  the  past  twelve  hours.  A  working  party,  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  Hudson,  division  engineer  officer,  has  been  ordered  to  con 
struct  a  covered  way  leading  to  the  right  of  our  picket-line,  which  will 
render  access  to  it  perfectly  secure. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHITE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  6,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  HARTRANFT, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

You  will  relieve  the  troops  of  Colonel  Humphrey's  brigade  now  in 
the  trenches  with  your  command  to-night.  Colonel  Humphrey  will 
furnish  the  number  equivalent  to  the  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania  Volun 
teers  from  his  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Willcox : 

ROBT.  A.  HUTCHIXS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST  6,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

At  6.30  p.  m.  yesterday  the  enemy  sprang  a  smrtll  mine  in  front  of 
the  Eighteenth  Corps,  near  Petersburg,  about  forty  yards  in  front  of  our 
works.  They  did  not  make  an  assault.  A  fresh  artillery  tire  was 
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opened  along  the  whole  of  our  line.  The  casualties  small.  I  regret  to 
say  that  Colonel  Stedman,  Eleventh  Connecticut,  is  dangerously 
wounded.  I  beg  leave  to  renew  my  application  that  he  receive  promo 
tion  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services.  Our  lines  are 
intact,  and  all  is  quiet  in  front  of  Petersburg.  The  enemy  opened 
upon  us  from  the  Hewlett  house  battery.  No  loss. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
A  itgiifit  6',  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Washington  : 

All  has  been  quiet  to-day.  Regular  shelling  going  on  before  Peters 
burg.  At  noon  1,000  cavalry  and  80  wagons  passed  Junction  toward 
Richmond.  Richmond  papers  of  this  morning.  No  news  save  that  a 
landing  has  been  made  on  Dauphin  Island  near  Mobile  and  an  attack 
begun  on  Fort  Gaines.  August  3,  Macon  Confederate,  late  Atlanta 
Appeal,  says  the  country  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  our  army  has  been 
re-enforced  by  many  thousand  veteran  troops;  that  all  thoughts  of 
giving  up  Atlanta  have  vanished. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  6',  ISfid — 10.30  a.  m. 

Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  10.15  a. 
in.  he  saw  a  train  of  thirty  wagons  pass  the  Junction  on  turnpike  toward 
Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  6',  1864 — 1.35  p.  m 

Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  the  Water  Battery  station  reports 
that  at  1.15  p.  m.  "  a  large  force  of  cavalry  was  seen  to  our  left  of 
enemy's  pontoon  going  north." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  6,  1364— $.50. 
Captain  NORTON: 

The  enemy  have  unmasked  three  raore  guns  on  their  left  of  Hewlett 
battery. 

G.  S.  DANA, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  2.J.  }  In  the  Field,  near  Hatcher's,  Fa.,  August  6,  1864. 

The  following  communication,  received  from  the  major- general  com 
manding  the  department,  is  promulgated  for  the  information  of  this 
command.  The  descriptive  rolls  of  the  volunteers  witt  be  made  out  and 
forwarded  to  these  headquarters  by  10  a.  m.  on  Monday.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  full  number  of  volunteers  required  from  the  Tenth  Corps,  will 
be  forthcoming: 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OK  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  6,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

1  propose  to  call  for  volunteers  to  do  a  laborious  piece  of  digging  and  making  of 
earth-works,  which  I  wish  to  be  performed  with  efficiency  and  celerity.  I  want  1,000 
men  for  that  purpose.  Will  you  please  call  for  volunteers  from  your  corps  uuder 
these  circumstances  and  with  these  limitations?  Volunteers  are  wanted,  to  labor 
continuously,  not  exceeding  twenty  days,  in  digging  and  moving  earth.  There  will 
be  employed  not  to  exceed  1,200  men.  They  will  be  worked  seven  hours  and  a  half 
a  day,  in  two  reliefs — one  working  from  5  to  12.30,  the  other  from  12.30  to  7.30.  For 
this  labor  they  will  be  paid  eight  cents  each  hour  extra,  and  as  it  is  fatigue  duty  a 
ration  of  half  a  gill  of  whisky  will  be  served  out  to  such  as  desire  it  each  day,  or 
its  worth  added  to  the  pay  of  such  as  do  not  desire  it.  Laziness  or  inattention  to 
duty  will  be  punished  by  dismissal  from  the  work  and  being  returned  to  the  regi 
ment,  with  forfeiture  of  the  pay  earned.  They  will  be  paid  for  the  rirst  ten  days  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  the  remainder  as  soon  as  the  work  is  finished,  which 
is  not  expected  to  exceed  ton  days  more.  The  captain  of  each  company  will  give  an 
exact  descriptive  roll  of  the  men  volunteering,  and  when  ordered  will  have  the  squad 
of  volunteers  ready  to  report  under  the  charge  of  some  competent  non-commissioned 
officer,  who  is  expected  to  labor  with  his  squad.  The  details  will  be  reported  on 
Monday  morning  next,  and  will  be  ready  to  march  on  Tuesday  morning.  Your  order 
will  be  read  carefully  at  the  head  of  each  company  at  two  company  parades,  and 
volunteers  called  for.  It  is  not  expected  to  take  more  than  600  men  from  your  corps, 
if  so  many  will  volunteer.  I  propose  to  call  for  an  equal  volunteer  force  from  the 
Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  yours, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  (    HDQRS.  3o  BRIG.,  IST  Div.,  IOTH  A.  C., 

No.  20.  i  Deep  Bottom,  Fa.,  August  6,  1864. 

In  view  of  an  attack  upon  this  position,  the  following  dispositions 
will  be  made  and  the  following  orders  govern  the  troops  of  this  com 
mand  : 

I.  The  pickets  if  attacked  will  be  expected  to  hold  the  line  now 
established  against  the  enemy's  pickets  or  skirmishers,  unless  the 
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enemy's  line  is  supported  by  bodies  of  troops  and  the  attack  assumes 
the  aspect  of  a  general  assault,  and  they  will  be  re-entbrced  for  this 
purpose,  it'  necessary,  and  unless  otherwise  ordered  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  who  will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  foregoing  paragraph  of  this  order. 

II.  If  the  attack  is  in  force  and  by  superior  numbers  they  will  grad 
ually  retire,  fighting  as  skirmishers,  taking  advantage  of  the  ground 
and  trees,  thus  keeping  the  enemy  at  bay  until  proper  dispositions  can 
be  made  of  the  troops  in  camp. 

III.  If  they  should  be  forced  back  of  the  slashing  on  the  right  it 
will  be  set  on  tire  by  orders  from  these  headquarters,  but  not  until  all 
hope  has  passed  of  our  ability  to  hold  it. 

IV.  In  case  the  pickets  should  retire  within  the  intrenched  line  they 
will,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  report  to  their  respective  regiments,  to 
be  disposed  of  by  their  commanding  officers. 

V.  All  dismounted  troops  in  the  command,  and  who  are  in  camp  and 
not  otherwise  disposed  of,  will,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  be  formed 
under  arms  and  tftke   positions  in  the  intrenchments   nearest  their 
respective  camps,  covering  as  much  of  the  line  as  possible  by  deploy 
ment  in  the  breast-works,  and  await  further  orders. 

VI.  The  detachment  of  First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles  will  be  pre 
pared  to  mount  and  will  await  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

VII.  The  artillery  will  commence  tiring  as  soon  as  any  bodies  of  the 
enemy's  troops  appear  in  view  when  they  can  tire  without  endangering 
the  safety  of  our  skirmishers. 

VIII.  The  foregoing  will  govern  the  action  of  commanders  in  case  of 
aih  attack  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  It.  8.  Foster : 

[J.  M.  BARXARD,  JR.,] 

Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  6,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

The  engineer  officer  reports  that  the  explosion  last  night  must  have 
been  occasioned  by  a  mistake  of  the  enemy  thinking  we  were  mining 
from  hearing  our  picks  in  a  sap  near  the  Crater.  The  Crater  is  not  in 
a  place  likely  to  be  occupied  by  them.  Colonel  Stedmau  died  this 
morning  about  7.30. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  6',  1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Engineer  officer  reports,  after  a  reconnaissance,  that  the  enemy  must 
have  blown  up  a  counter  mine,  believing  we  had  a  mine  upon  them 
from  our  picking  in  a  sap  nearly  over  them.  The  Crater  is  not  in  a 
place  likely  to  be  occupied  by  them.  Colonel  Stedmau  died  fifteen 
minutes  ago. 

ORD, 
Major-  General. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Ko.  9!).  )'  Near  Petersburg,  Va..  August  (i,  1864. 

I.  Division  commanders  will  cause  the  details  for  duty  in  the  line 
of  trenches  to  be  made  so  as  to  have  one-half  their  commands  on  such 
duty,  the  other  half  being  held  in  reserve.     They  will  make  careful 
personal  inspection  of  the  number  reported  from  each  regiment  avail 
able  for  such  duty,  and  see  that  every,  able-bodied  man  present,  with 
the  exception  of  cooks,  clerks,  and  orderlies,  has  his  tour  of  duty  in 
the  trenches,  and  that  the  number  of  exceptions  are  reduced  to  the 
minimum. 

II.  It  is  ordered  that  an  issue  of  quinine  in  the  whisky  will  be  made 
daily.     Division  commanders  will  give  such  orders  to  the  surgeons  in 
chief  of  their  respective  commands  as  will  at  once  cause  the  necessary 
quantity  of  quinine  to  be  issued.     The  surgeons  in  chief  of  brigades 
must  see  that  the  quinine  and  whisky  is  properly  mixed  for  issue,  and 
the  brigade  commanders  will  be  held  responsible  that  the  same  is  prop 
erly  issued.     Division  commanders  will  direct  a  staff  officer  to  ascer 
tain  by  personal  inspection  that  this  is  done  and  every  dereliction  will 
be  at  once  reported. 

III.  Every  precaution  will  be  taken  to  prevent  sickness,  protect  the 
men  from  the  lire  of  the  enemy,  and  to  otherwise  reduce  the  loss  of 
effective  strength.     When  in  reserve  details  should  be  made  to  build 
proper  shade  for  the  reserve  camps.     Regular  inspections  of  the  wells 
and  springs  from  which  the  men  obtain  their  water  should  be  made  to 
see  that  they  are  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  cleanliness,  and  that  sen 
tinels  are  placed  over  them  to  prevent  their  being  injured  or  defiled. 

IV.  Division  commanders  will  ascertain,  and  forward  a  report  to  these 
headquarters,  if  the  medical  force  of  their  respective  commands   is 
sufficient  and  efficient.     Great  care  and  attention  to  this  matter  is  nec 
essary  on  account  of  the  increasing  sickness  throughout  the  command. 

V.  This  order  must  be  read  to  each  regiment  of  this  corps  when  in 
reserve. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  0.  Ord: 

WILLIAM  EUSSELL,  JR., 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FORT  POWHATAN,  August  6,  1864. 
General  B.  F.  BUTLER: 

I  think  there  is  a  considerable  force  of  rebels  between  here  and  Swan 
Point,  led  by  Roger  A.  Pryor.  Two  of  colored  cavalry  repairing  tele 
graph  line  were  killed  last  night  and  one  missing.  The  line,  however,  is 
in  working  order. 

G.  S.  INNIS, 
Colonel  133d  Ohio  National  Guard  Regiment,  Comdg.  Post. 


FORT  POWHATAN,  August  6',  1S64. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina  and   Virginia  : 
GENERAL  :  Negroes  say  they  saw  at  least  100  men.     Their  horses 
were  hitched  in  the  woods,  and  the  men  were  formed  along  the  road  in 
a  ditch  or  rifle-pits.     One  free  negro  said  they  captured  him;  took  him 
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into  their  lines;  showed  him  their  men,  and  told  him  they  had  SO 
or  100  men.  This  was  last  evening'  about  sunset.  This  morning  I  can 
not  find  or  hear  of  them.  If  I  can  lind  out  anything  certain  about 
them  I  will  telegraph  yon.  Several  citizens  have  recently  come  in  vol 
untarily  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Shall  I  have  it  administered  to  all 
that  ask  it  if  I  believe  them  to  be  acting  in  good  faith? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  IXXIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


AUGUST  6,  1804. 
Colonel  SANDERS: 

I  have  assigned  you  to  duty  in  Norfolk  as  provost-marshal  because  I 
have  confidence  in  your  judgment,  integrity,  and  personal  habits  to 
correct  abuses  which  exist  there.  The  great  vices  of  the  officers  are 
whoring  and  drinking,  neither  of  which  can  be  interfered  with,  of  course, 
unless  they  interfere  with  duties  or  are  open  and  public.  Officers  seen 
riding  in  the  streets  with  notorious  women  will  be  arrested  at  once, 
whatever  may  be  their  rank.  Drunkenness  in  public  will  be  at  once 
arrested,  no  matter  what  are  the  staggering  insignia  of  officer.  I  will 
support  and  sustain  you,  rest  assured.  I  doubt  not  you  have  a  kind 
heart,  but  in  dealing  with  offenders  it  is  the  worst  quality  a  man  can 
have.  Another  matter  which  is  suffered  to  go  unchecked  is  brawling 
and  talking  in  public  places  against  the  Government  and  its  officers. 
That  is  not  permissible,  in  a  garrison.  There  is  no  freedom  of  speech 
there,  whatever  there  may  be  elsewhere.  There  is  hardly  a  person  who 
lias  a  permit  to  sell  liquor  who  does  not  violate  it.  Getthe  general  order 
and  make  the  retailers  live  up  to  it,  specially  innholders  and  restaurants. 
Yours,  truly, 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


BATCHELDER'S  CREEK,  N.  C.,  August  6',  186-1. 
Colonel  SAVAGE, 

Camp  Palmer: 

The  troops  on  outpost  from  Ked  house  to  Xeuse  road  are:  Eed  house, 
30  men,  2  officers;  Reserve,  Xeu.se  road,  9-1  men,  3  officers ;  Beech  Grove, 
09  men,  2  officers;  Camp  One  hundred  and  thirty  second  New  York,  4l'0 
men,  L'3  officers;  Troops  B  and  D,  Twelfth  Xe\v  York  Cavalry,  mounted 
men,  41  men,  4  officers.  The  above  is  the  aggregate,  except  Troops  B 
and  D.  Men  of  the  Xiuety  ninth  New  York  are  leaving  daily  to  be 
mustered  out. 

G.  H.  HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  132d  New   York. 


AUGUST  0,  1804 — 9  a.  in. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

All  quiet.  Xo  movement.  Large  parties  of  enemy  engaged  on  works 
in  woods  in  rear  of  Chimneys.  Wagons  hauling  trees  to  front  line  of 
works. 

\VAltTS, 
Lieutenant. 


74  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  6,  1864 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatches  were  received  aii  hour  since,  but 
delayed  until  I  could  ascertain  the  probable  number  and  direction  of 
the  moving-  column: 

WALTIIALL  HOUSE  STATIOX. 

The  enemy's  signal  officer  reports  movements  of  a  four-gun  battery  near  Battery  No. 
f>  going  toward  our  front;  the  battery  is  probably  Captain  Ashby's  (Battery  E,  Third. 
New  York).  A  column  of  infantry  is  moving  on  the  Richmond  road.  Will  report 
more  definitely  in  a  short  time. 

C.  L.  DAVIS. 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 

The  column  of  infantry  reported  moving  toward  the  right  was  an  honr  and  a  half 
passing  a  point  on  the  Richmond  road,  north  40  degrees  west  from  here,  and  was 
followed  by  upward  of  thirty  wagons.  The  rear  of  the  train  passed  at  10.30. 

C.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Probably  a  division  of  infantry  going  to  the  enemy's  pontoon  bridge 
over  the  James. 

A.  A.  H. 


AUGUST  0,  1864 — 11.30  ;i.  in. 
Major  FISHER: 

Thirty  more  wagons  have  just  passed  the  same  point  on  Richmond 
road  by  which  the  column  oi'  infantry  marched,  moving  to  the  right. 
About  thirty- five  cavalrymen  just  passed  the  open  space  back  of  White- 
head's  Factory,  going  toward  the  city. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  &c. 


AUGUST  G,  1804—7.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

A  long  column  of  smoke  rising  north  76  degrees  west  from  here  and 
at  least  ten  miles  distant.  The  woods  along  the  railroad  have  been 
burning  to-day  to  the  right  of  a  point  north  68  degrees  west  from 
here.  The  enemy's  signal  officer  has  just  reported  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  crossing  the  pontoon  bridge  to  this  side;  also  about  100  cav 
alry  going  into  camp  near  Cobb's,  and  no  boats  seen  on  the  river. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  &c. 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE  STATION, 

August  6,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy  have  put  a  battery  of  five  guns  in  the  redoubt  in  rear  of 
Whitehead's. 

T.  R.  CLARK, 

Captain,  &c. 
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SIGNAL  STATION,  PLANK  ROAD, 

August  d,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Captain  CASTLE: 

No  columns  of  troops  observed  moving  to-day.  More  than  the  usual 
amount  of  wagons  passed  and  repassed  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad  dur 
ing  the  day.  Operations  on  enemy's  works  Continue  at  different  points 
on  the  line. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  (i,  1861 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

The  enemy  have  been  busy  most  of  the  day  strengthening  works 
south -southeast  of  Petersburg,  same  as  reported  last  evening.  A  heavy 
fatigue  party  busy  all  day  carrying  light  timbers  through  a  cut  about 
twenty  rods  to  right  of  above  works  and  disappearing  in  woods  a  short 
distance  left  of  white  house.  No  movements  of  account  visible  in 
enemy's  line  from  this  point.  Some  dust  seen  during  afternoon  south 
and  west  of  city.  Cauips  and  wagon  parks  same  as  yesterday. 

A.  C.  JOKDAN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  T\OAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  6',  1864 — ~  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Two  trains  of  eight  wagons  each  moved  to  our  left  this  a.  m.  About 
same  number  of  v?agons  toward  Petersburg  at  6  p.  m.  No  change  in 
camps.  Quite  an  amount  of  logs  and  rails  carried  in  the  unformed 
work  northwest  of  station. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  7,  1864 — 1  p.  m.     (Received  9  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Washington  : 
The  following  is  forwarded  for  what  it  is  worth: 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OK  THE  POTOMAC. 
PROVOST-MARSH  A  i.- GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  7,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

Three  citizen  refugees  were  forwarded  to  these  headquarters  this  morning,  who 
left  Petersburg  last  evening  at  6  o'clock.  One  of  them  was  a  miller,  another  a  rail 
road  employ6,  and  the  third  a  grocer — all  citizens  of  the  town.  They  left  the  city 
on  a  hand-car,  going  down  the  railroad  as  far  as  Reams'  Station,  where  they  were 
piloted  into  our  lines  by  a  negro.  We  think  they  are  all  right.  They  give  but  little 
information.  They  state  that  the  Danville  road  has  been  in  operation  about  two 
weeks,  but  that  very  little  freight  is  received  on  it.  On  the  Weldon  road  they  have 
lately  been  bringing  up  large  supplies  of  corn  and  bacon.  They  believe  all  three 
corps  of  the  enemy  to  be  here.  What  portion  of  them  is  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Appomattox  they  are  unable  to  say.  They  are  not  informed  that  any  force  has  been 
sent  away  from  here  either  to  Early  or  to  Georgia.  Petersburg  is  nearly  deserted. 
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but  very  few  residents  remain,  .and  they  are  all  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town.  Many 
of  the  inhabitants  are  living  iu  tents  in  the  woods  above  the  city.  The  shelling  has 
done  considerable  damage.  They  understood  the  divisions  of  cavalry  under  Fitz- 
hugh  Leo  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee  were  both  on  the  right  of  Lee's  army,  extending  as  far 
as  Reams'  Station.  Saw  quite  a  large  force  of  cavalry  on  this  side  Reams'  .Station, 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  7,  1864 — noon. 

(Received  9  p.  in.) 
Major-General  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

About  half  of  Wilson's  division,  1,800  horses  and  men,  has  been 
embarked,  and  130  wagons.  Some  few  ambulances  were  shipped  before 
the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  2  p.  m.  yesterday.  No  more  until 
required.  I  sent  lists  of  transports,  with  statement  of  capacity  for 
carrying-  troops,  by  mail  this  morning  for  your  information.  It  shows 
that  if  all  should  be  assembled  at  any  one  point  there  would  be 
enough  for  a  corps  of  25,000  men,  with  twelve  batteries  of  artillery. 
I  am  just  informed  by  the  Bureau  of  Information  that  "no  rebel 
troops  have  left  our  front  recently."  I  know  the  enemy  keeps  vigilant 
watch  on  our  transports  as  they  pass  up  and  down  the  river.  He  has 
lookout  stations  for  the  purpose.  He  has  opened  on  them  with  artil 
lery  frequently  from  Wilcox's  Landing.  Will  you  i>lease  have  a  light- 
boat  placed  at  Kettle  Bottom  Shoals  ?  I  applied  for  this  some  time 
ago  to  General  Grant,  and  asked  also  that  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
have  the  buoys  in  the  Potomac  and  James  Rivers  replaced  where  nec 
essary. 

KUFUS  INGALLS. 


OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  7,  1864—6.50  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost- Marshal-  General,  General  Meadejs  Hdqrs. : 
A  deserter  reports  Kershaw's  division  to  be  directly  in  our  front 
here,  in  the  rear  of  Pickett's  division,  ready  to  re-enforce  either  across 
the  James  or  the  Appomattox.  This  is  positive,  as  he,  as  well  as  others, 
talked  with  and  saw  men  from  the  division.  Do  you  desire  me  to  send 
you  the  deserters,  as  well  as  their  information,  or  is  their  information 
sufficient'? 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 


AUGUST  7,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

All  quiet  in  enemy's  works  this  day.  A  heavy  column  of  dust  arose 
above  woods  to  west  of  this  station.  It  continued  two  hours  and  a 
half,  but  the  cause  of  it  could  not  be  seen  from  this  station. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  7,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Nothing  of  unusual  interest  lias  been  noticed  from  station  to-day. 
Scattering  column  of  infantry,  probably  100  strong,  marching  to  the 
left;  was  noticed  at  a  point  west- by-north  of  station  on  a  road  through 
a  corn-field.  Work  has  been  suspended  on  the  rebel  works  during  the 
day.  Apparent  cessation  of  hostilities  on  the  center  of  the  Eighteenth 
Corps  line.  Both  pickets  were  011  their  works  apparently  engaged  in 
conversation,  but  went  in  their  works  at  4.15. 

B.  W.  MARCY. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  7,  1864 — H  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

Nothing  of  importance  noticed  m  front  of  this  station  to-day.  A 
cessation  of  hostilities  in  front  of  center  of  Eighteenth  Corps  between 
3  and  4  this  p.  m.,  pickets  of  both  sides  appearing  openly  on  their 
works.  Artillery  in  front  of  right  of  Ninth  Corps  engaged  between 
hours  of  3.30  and  4.30  p.  m. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  7,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Captain  CASTLE: 

A  new  work  commenced  in  rear  of  second  line  of  works  and  directly 
in  rear  of  Gregory's  house  from  station.  Few  shots  exchanged  from 
battery  on  our  front  and  battery  on  right  of  plank  road.  Unusually 
quiet  along  enemy's  lines.  No  visible  change  in  camps. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  7,  1864 — 7.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one  of  my  lookouts  saw 
this  evening  dust  rising  from  a  road  to  the  right  of  the  lead- works  and 
leading  into  Petersburg.  The  dust  extended  about  the  distance  of 
half  a  mile  along  the  road.  At  one  point  he  was  able  to  see  the  column 
for  a  few  minutes  and  to  distinguish  that  it  was  infantry.  It  passed 
through  the  city  and  apparently  halted  upon  reaching  the  left  bank  of 
the  Appomattox.  He  supposed  it  to  have  been  a  brigade  of  about  2.000 
men.  An  officer  on  another  station  saw  the  same  bank  of  dust,  and 
states  rhat  it  seemed  to  be  rising  from  the  road  for  over  two  hours,  but 
the  above  account  is  the  clearest  I  have  had.  No  evening  report  yet 
from  the  plank  road  station,  which  may  throw  more  light  upon  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER. 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  205.  j  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  7,  1864. 

******* 

3.  The  Fourth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  is  assigned  to  the  First 
Division  of  the  corps,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

***##** 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

.  FRANCIS   A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutan  t-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  1864—0  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  occurred  in  ray 
front  during  the  past  night.  Considerable  picket-tiring  in  front  of  the 
command  on  niy  right. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Two  deserters  have  just  been  sent  in  by  General  Crawford.  One  of 
them  is  an  artilleryman,  and  can  give  information  as  to  the  planting 
of  some  heavy  guns  by  the  enemy  in  front  of  our  position  near  the 
t)lank  road.  1  send  these  men  up. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  in  my  front  to-day.     A 
detail  of  300  men  is  at  work  to-night  at  Battery  Tilton. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  194.  j  August  7,  1864. 

******* 

2.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Poto 
mac,  the  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers  will 
proceed,  with  the  least  practicable  delay,  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  R. 
Iiigalls,  chief  quartermaster,  at  City  Point,  for  "temporary  duty  at  the 
repair  depot. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assista nt  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  7,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  Two  deserters  came  into  my  lines  last  night — one,  named 
Burton,  belonged  to  Pegram's  artillery  battalion,  Letcher's  battery, 
the  other  to  the  Eighth"  Alabama.  The  Ibrmer  being  an  intelligent 
man  I  proceeded  with  him  to  the  front,  and  have  obtained  the  fol 
lowing  information :  Resting  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  and  about 
400  yards  from  the  enemy's  lines  is  a  battery  of  two  36-pounders 
concealed  by  cedars.  Pits  are  being  dug  for  three  62-pouuders  at  the 
same  spot.  Mclntosh's  battalion  of  four  companies  is  in  the  work  op 
posite  our  work  on  Bartlett's  front.  To  the  enemy's  right  of  that  work 
are  four  Napoleons,  under  Captain  Dement,  of  Baltimore.  Eight  mor 
tars  have  been  placed  in  the  crater  produced  by  the  explosion  on  the 
30th  instant.  The  enemy's  infantry  does  not  extemTfarther  to  our  left 
than  the  barn  near  the  new  fort  lately  reported.  Beyond  that  as  far 
as  the  lead- works  the  lines  are  held  by  Pegram's  battalion  of  artillery. 
The  enemy  has  about  twenty-one  guns  between  the  Gregory  house  and 
the  lead-works.  He  has  but  one  3-inch  rifled  gun  in  the  new  work 
opposite  and  beyond  our  left.  The  lead- works  are  used  as  a  commis 
sary  department  and  have  large  supplies.  They  are  guarded  by  two 
regiments  of  Kirkland's  brigade,  of  Heth's  division,  Xorth  Carolina 
troops.  He  states  that  the  mine  exploded  by  the  enemy  on  Friday  was 
generally  considered  to  be  a  failure,  but  that  there  is  another  near  that 
point  and  which  is  intended  to  destroy  the  battery  that  fires  upon  the 
city.  He  reports  that  the  artillery  of  Hill's  corps  consists  of  five  bat 
talions,  Colonel  Walker,  chief  of  artillery,  commanding.  These  bat 
talions  are  Pegram's,  five  companies,  twenty-one  guns;  Mclntosh's, 
four  companies,  number  of  guns  not  known;  Johnson's,  five  compa 
nies,  number  of  guns  not  known;  Garnett's,  four  companies,  Major 

Reilly  commanding;   ,  four  companies,  commander's  name  not 

remembered.  The  concealed  battery  of  32-pounders  bears  upon  a  train 
on  the  plain  in  front  of  your  headquarters.  This  man  states  that  the 
enemy  can  see  our  troops  or  batteries  passing  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier-  Genera /,  Com manding. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  1S6-L-    (Received  6.30  a.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  Colonel  Thomas  received.  It  is  the 
fact  that  Colonel  Thomas  was  taken  prisoner,  and  I  had  supposed  that 
the  information  had  gone  to  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Upon  investigation  I  find  that  the  report  stating  the  fact  was  delayed 
for  more  explicit  information,  which  I  directed  my  inspector-general  to 
procure,  and  by  some  oversight  this  information  has  not  been  for 
warded,  but  will  be  early  this  morning.  It  was  of  no  military  impor 
tance,  as  Colonel  Thomas  was  taken  in  blindfolded  and  sent  out  at 
night  without  any  correspondence  with  us. 

A.  E.  BURXSIDE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  186-1 — 'J  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  lioiior  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  on  my  front 
last  night.  There  was  considerable  mortar  firing  by  enemy  without 
doing  us  any  damage. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  7,  1864. 
Captain  PARKER: 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you,  but  am  very  anxious  to  know  if  anything 
has  been  heard  from  General  Grant,  or  when  lie  will  arrive. 

A.  E.  BURXSIDE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 

Nothing  positive  or  direct  has  been  heard  from  General  Grant. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  7,  1864. 
Captain  PARKER  : 

General  Burnside  requests  me  to  ask  when  General  Grant  is  ex 
pected  here.     Please  answer  and  oblige, 
Very  respectfully, 

FRED.  T.  BICKFORD, 

Operator  Military  Telegraph. 

We  have  no  information  from  General  Grant  and  hence  can  form  no 
conjecture  as  to  when  he  will  return. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  7,  1864. 
General  BURNSIDE: 

General  Grant  has  not  passed  Fortress  Monroe.  We  have  no  infor 
mation  that  he  has  left  Washington.  He  has  not  communicated  with 
us  here  since  he  left.  He  should  be  here  early  to-morrow. 

RUFUS   INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  1864 — !)  p.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred 
on  rny  front  to-day  beyond  a  fierce  mortar  shelling  by  the  enemy  about 
4  p.  m.  Major  Chipman,  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  was  killed. 
We  suffered  no  other  damage. 

A.  E.  BURNSI  !)!<:. 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  7,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  my  front  for  the 
past  twelve  hours,  except  a  tierce  mortar-firing  about  4  p.  ra.,  lasting 
about  one  hour,  causing  several  casualties,  among  which.  I  regret  to 
say,  was  the  death  ot'Maj.  Charles  Chipman,  Twenty-ninth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers,  commanding  Fourteenth  Xew  York  Heavy  Artillery. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 

Major  Chipman  was  not  instantly  killed,  but  can  only  live  a  few  hours,1 
as  a  large  piece  of  shell  passed  through  his  head. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  7,  1864. 
Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred 
in  this  front  during  rny  tour  as  general  of  the  trenches.  Along  the 
entire  front  parties  are  at  work  strengthening  the  line.  In  the  First 
Division  a  traverse  is  completed,  enabling  the  pickets  to  be  relieved 
without  exposure.  In  the  Second  Division  abatis  is  being  put  in  posi 
tion,  trenches  widened,  and  traverses  built.  The  Third  Division  are 
strengthening  their  lines,  and  running  a  gallery  on  their  right  to  dis 
cover  if  the  enemy  is  mining  their  line.  A  large  detail  is  at  work  en 
larging  and  strengthening  the  fourteeu-gun  battery. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  R.  BLISS, 
Colonel.  Commanding  Brigade,  General  of  the  Trenches. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  7,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front;  the  usual 
picket-firing  still  continues.     Brigadier-General  Hartranft,  with  First 
Brigade,  relieved  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  line  last  night. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  7,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

GENERAL:  The  commander  of  the  cavalry  brigade  picketing  on  our 
left  has  furnished  no  report  since  relieving  the  brigade  of  the  Third 
Cavalry  Division.  Please  direct  him  to  report,  as  before,  anything  irn- 
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portant  thau  occurs  to  the  corps  commander  on  the  left,  Major-General 
Warren,  and  also  to  these  headquarters,  which  he  will  likewise  keep 
posted  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  his  front,  morning  and  evening-. 
The  commanding  general  thinks  that  your  headquarters  should  be  at 
some  point  central  to  your  command,  where  you  could  be  speedily 
reached  from  these  headquarters  and  communicate  readily  with  your 
whole  command. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
JIajor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


WASHINGTON,  August  7,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Your  telegram  was  received  last  evening.  The  appointment  of  Col 
onel  Stedman  as  brigadier  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious  serv 
ice  was  made  yesterday. 

EDWIX  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WASHINGTON,  August  7,  1864—7.12  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

The  brevet  of  brigadier-general  has  been  conferred  on  Colonel  Sted 
man.     I  learn  he  is  deceased.     Whom  shall  the  appointment  be  sent  to? 
Respectfully, 

JAS.  A.  HARDIE, 
Colonel  and  Inspector -General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  7,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant- General  GRANT,  or,  in  his  absence, 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Washington : 

All  quiet  in  the  lines  of  our  armies  since  last  advices.  Enemy  moved 
to  Kichmond  ten  passenger  and  three  freight  cars  filled  with  troops. 
They  did  not  cross  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  Did  not  stop  in  front  of  us,  or 
they  would  not  have  been  put  on  cars.  Fourteen  wagons  and  a  drove 
of  beeves  crossed  this  eve  atChaffm's  Bluff.  Kershaw's  division  is  in  my 
front,  between  the  Appomattox  and  James.  From  the  accounts  in  rebel 
papers  to  August  A  I  do  not  credit  Herald's  report  of  Farragut's  suc 
cess.  Wquld  it  were  true. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  7,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 
The  Richmond  Examiner  of  the  6th  has: 

MOBILE,  August  4. 

Yesterday  and  last  evening  the  enemy  threw  an  infantry  force  on  Dauphin  Island, 
seven  miles  from  Fort  (Jaines.  The  fleet  outside  is  large.  This  morning  the  Federal 
double-euder  opened  on  the  transport  Dick  Keys,  and  then  on  the  fort,  which  is 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,   ETC. UNION.  83 

slowly  replying.  (Jeneral  Maury  calls  on  all  to  enroll  themselves  for  battle.  Great 
confidence  prevails.  A  Federal  force  estimated  at  16,000  occupied  Holly  Springs, 
Miss. 

No  other  news. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL,  OFFICER, 

August  7, 1861 — 5.05  p.  m. 
Capt.  G.  S.  DANA, 

Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps  : 
Lookout  for  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  or  toward 
Richmond.    A  heavy  train  just  went  that  way  loaded  with  troops. 
Anything  new? 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  7, 
Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS: 
Is  General  Grant  at  City  Point? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
He  is  not. 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7, 1864. 

Colonel  SHAFFER: 

General  Stedman  was  not  married.     Commission  should  be  sent  to 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Griffin  Stedman,  Pequot  House,  New  London,  Conn. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMV  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  7,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Is  there  anything  specially  going  on  in  your  front  in  connection  with 
the  artillery  nring  'I 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,  1864 — J  p.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Nothing  unusual  in  my  front.     Some  artillery  tiring  and  little  more 
musketry  than  usual  somewhere  to  my  left. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

ALajor- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  7,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  VOGKDES, 

Norfolk : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  no  more  raids  be  made  into 
North  Carolina  without  first  submitting  it  to  him. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


NORFOLK,  August  7,  1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  telegram  of  the  major-general  commanding  in  regard  to  raids 
in  North  Carolina  has  been  received.  The  late  raid  was  ordered  by 
General  Shepley,  delayed  by  unavoidable  causes  until  after  his  depar 
ture,  and  was  carried  out  by  me.  The  order  in  reference  to  recruits  was 
enforced  upon  receipt  of  the  first  telegram  upon  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully. 

I.  VOGDES, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  .THE  POTOMAC, 

August  8,  1864—11.20  a.  m. 
Major  General  MEADE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  Warren  reports  that  a  lieutenant  of  a  Georgia  regiment, 
who  deserted  to  us  last  night,  states  that  their  papers  of  Saturday  re 
ported  our  fleet  victorious  in  Mobile  Bay,  and  that  the  Nashville  (iron 
clad)  and  Selma  (cotton-clad)  were  sunk  by  our  vessels  in  the  bay. 
Will  send  report  by  Colonel  Sharpe  as  soon  as  received. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  Eleventh  Alabama,  Sanders'  bri 
gade,  Mahone's  division,  has  been  forwarded  this  p.  in.  from  head 
quarters  Fifth  Corps.  He  came  into  our  lines  this  a.  in.  He  reports 
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only  two  divisions  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  (Heth's  and  Mahone's)  in  our 
front,  which,  with  Beauregard's  two  divisions,  comprises  all  the  force 
south  of  the  Appomattox.  He  has  no  other  important  information.  A 
deserter  from  Pegram's  battalion  of  artillery  came  into  the  lines  ot 
General  Crawford,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  yesterday  morning.  His  infor 
mation  corroborates  our  latest  regarding  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
though  lie  has  heard  of  no  troops  having  been  sent  away  from  Lee's  or 
Beauregard's  commands.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  heard  that  troops 
were  coming  from  Hood  to  Lee.  He  understands  all  of  E well's  old 
corps  to  be  in  the  Valley  with  Early.  The  following  is  the  latest  infor 
mation  relative  to  the  position  of  the  different  divisions  of  Lee's  and 
Beauregard's  commands:  Longstreet — Pickett's  division,  in  front  ot 
Major-General  Butler;  Kershaw's  division,  in  rear  of  Pickett's  in  re 
serve;  Field's  division,  at  New  Market,  near  Deep  Bottom.  A.  P. 
Hill — Mahoue's  division,  right  of  -(enemy's)  line,  south  of  the  Appo 
mattox  River;  Heth's  division,  joining  the  left  of  Mahone's;  Wil- 
cox's  division,  at  Cham'u's  farm.  Beauregard — Hoke's  division,  on 
left  of  Heth's;  B.  Johnson's,  on  left  of  Hoke's,  and  extending  to  the 
Appomattox,  in  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  It  is  not  thought  that 
any  force  by  division  has  been  sent  away  from  Lee's  or  Beauregard's 
commands,  though  scattering  brigades  may  have  left,  escaping  our 
notice.  The  above  information  is  corroborated  from  all  quarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  8,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point : 

The  above,  just  received,  forwarded  as  the  latest  information. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  WASHINGTON,  22o  ARMY  CORPS, 

Washington,  1).  C.,  August  8,  1864. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point',  Ya.  : 

General  Halleck  informs  me  that  you  may  send  some  of  the  heavy 
artillery  regiments  for  duty  in  the  forts  here.  As  Colonel  Whistler  is 
now  commanding  a  brigade  in  these  works,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  his 
regiment  sent  if  it  can  be  spared. 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  8,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL  :  A  lieutenant  and  private  from  the  First  Confederate  Bat 
talion,  Davis'  (Mississippi)  brigade,  Heth's  division,  of  Hill's  corps, 
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deserted  and  came  into  our  lines  at  3  o'clock  this  a.  m.  The  substance 
of  their  information  is  as  follows:  That  there  are  four  divisions  of  the 
enemy  on  the  south  side  of  the  Appoinattox  River — Anderson's  old 
division  and  Heth's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  and  Hoke's  and  Bushrod 
Johnson's  divisions,  of  Beauregard's  command;  that  they  are  posted 
from  the  enemy's  right  to  left  as  follows:  right — Mahone's  division,  a 
brigade  of  which  (Finegan's)  extends  to  the  left  of  the  Jerusalem  plank 
road:  the  right  of  the  division  extending  to  the  lead- works  on  the 
Weldon  railroad;  next,  Heth's  division,  extending  from  the  left  of 
oVlahone's  division  (a  point  to  the  left  of  and  not  far  from  the  Jerusalem 
plank  road)  to  Clingman's  brigade,  of  Hoke's  division,  of  Beauregard's 
command;  next,  Hoke's  division,  of  Beauregard's  command,  with 
Clingman's  brigade  on  the  right;  left — Bushrod  Johnson's  division,  of 
Beauregard's  command;  that  since  the  recent  tight  (July  30)  the  above 
disposition  of  forces  was  made;  that  the  corps  of  Longstreet,  or  two 
divisions,  Field's  and  Kershaw's,  have  not  returned  to  our  front,  and  it 
was  understood  that  all  or  the  greater  part  of  them  had  been  sent  to 
re-enforce  Early  or  Hood;  that  it  was  understood  in  the  rebel  lines  that 
mining  was  being  done  in  the  vicinity  of  the  position  occupied  by  our 
colored  troops,  information  of  which  informant  has  given  to  General 
Warren.  The  lieutenant  saw  late  Richmond  papers  giving  accounts  of 
our  attack  on  Mobile.  They  admit  the  sinking  of  two  of  their  gun 
boats  ;  also  accounts  of  the  occupation  and  destruction  of  Milledgeville, 
Ga.,  by  a  raiding  party  from  Sherman's  army. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  forwarded. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 

P.  S. — Information  from  a  reliable  source  shows  that  a  considerable 
force  of  infantry  has  been  sent  to  Early  and  passed  through  Staunton, 
Va.  (Friday,  July  29),  via  Lynchburg;  also  that  no  trains  are  running 
on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  from  Richmond  beyond  Beaver  Dam 
Station. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XOIITH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 
In  the  Field,  August  8,  1864— 10.40  p.  m. 

Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal- General,  City  Point: 

I  have  just  examined  ttiree  deserters  and  one  prisoner.  I  have 
found  out  to  my  entire  satisfaction  now  where  Lane  and  Conner  are. 
They  are  near  New  Market  with  Field's  division.  The  line  is  as  fol 
lows:  Lane  on  their  extreme  right,  then  Conner,  then  Bratton,  then 
Benning,  Gregg.  Law,  and  Anderson  on  their  extreme  left.  This  is 
positive.  I  have  also  received  an  additional  copy  of  to-day's  Rich 
mond  Enquirer  and  Whig.  Will  send  you  a  copy  in  the  morning. 
The  news  is  as  I  gave  it  to  you,  save  that  Buchanan,  besides  being  a 
prisoner,  has  lost  a  leg. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 


CHAP.  LIT.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  87 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  8,  1861 — 10.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following-  reports  have  just  been  received  and  are 
respectfully  forwarded : 

PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  August  S,  1SG4. 

Fatigue  party  of  180  men  disappeared  in  dug  way  in   direction  of  Petersburg; 
working  on  front  line  of  works  north-northwest  from  station. 

FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

FIFTH  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION,  August  8,  1SG4. 
No  change  or  movement  observed.     Enemy  at  work  on  first  line  of  works. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  8,  1864  —  7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

A  new  work  commenced  in  rear  of  second  line  of  works  and  directly 
in  rear  of  Gregory's  house  from  station.  A  few  shots  exchanged 
between  battery  on  our  front  and  battery  on  right  of  plank  road.  Un 
usually  quiet  along  enemy's  lines.  Xo  visible  change  in  camp. 

H.  W.  FULTOX, 
_  Sergeant. 

SIGNAL  STATION,  PLANK  ROAD, 

August  <s\  1864  —  7  p.  m. 
Captain  CASTLE  : 

The  fatigue  party  mentioned  in  last  report  disappeared  in  ravine  or 
behind  the  bluff  on  left  of  forts  on  our  right,  or  40  degrees  west  of 
north  from  station;  were  moving  toward  the  rear  of  forts  on  our  right. 
They  continue  to  work  on  third  line  of  works  in  rear  of  Gregory's 
house,  also  on  front  line  at  nearest  point  from  station.  NTo  movement 
of  troops  or  change  of  camps  visible. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC.  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  8,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  reports  have  just  been  received,  and  are 
respectfully  forwarded  : 

GIBBON'S  HOUSE  STATION,  August  S.  1SG4. 

Enemy  very  busy  all  day  on  fort  southeast  of  white  house;  also  digging  on  work 
west-northwest  from  this  point.  Rather  more  teams  visible  than  usual  on  the  dif 
ferent  roads  leading  south  from  the  city,  but  moving  irregularly  and  in  small  squads. 
Two  caissons  moved  from  the  city  about  7  a.  in.,  disappearing  in  woods  near  Farley's 
house.  Nothing  has  been  seen  to  iudicate  the  movement  of  any  considerable  body 
inside  the  enemy's  line  to-day.  Dense  smokes  west  and  north  of  city  make  close 
observation  difficult. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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JORDAN'S  HOUSE,  August  S,  1SG4. 

Picket-firing  on  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps  Hues.  Large  columns  of  black  smoke 
rising  out  of  woods  on  line  of  Petersburg]  and  R[ichmoud]  Railroad,  at  a  point  north- 
northwest  of  station.  Dense  volume  of  smoke  commenced  ascending  suddenly  from 
woods  on  left  of  .lead-works,  south-southwest  of  station,  on  extreme  left  of  Ninth 
Corps  line.  The  whole  range  of  hills  and  the  town  have  been  completely  enveloped 
in  smoke  so  that  nothing  could  be  observed  with  distinctness. 

M. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Adjutant  Signal  dorpx. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS, 
No.  212. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  8,  18(>'L 


2.  Brig.  Gen.  13.  McM.  Gregg,  commanding  cavalry,  will  at  once 
increase  to  150  men  the  detachment  (100  men)  ordered  to  be  detailed 
from  the  Cavalry  Corps  as  a  guard  for  the  general  cattle  herd  near 
Coggins'  Point,  Va. 


By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 


S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


List  of  batteries  of  volunteer  service  whose  terms  wilt  expire  during  present  year,  with  xtate- 
meiit  of  number  of  recruits  required,  in  addition  to  those  that  remain,  to  Jill  the  batteries 
to  maximum.  • 


Batteries. 

To  be/  mus 
tered  out. 

is  umber 
of  men 
to  re 

Number 
of  men 
required 
to  till 

main. 

battery. 

3d   Maine  

Dec    11  1864 

134 

13 

4th  Maine  

Dec.  21,  1864 

no 

37 

A,  1st  New  Hampshire.  .  . 

Sent.  26.  1864 

95 

C,  1st  Massachusetts \  Sept.  5,  1864 

E,  1st  Massachusetts !  Dee.    3, 1804 

A,  1st  Rhode  Island !  Juno   6, 1864 

B,  1st  Kliode  Island i  Aug.  13. 1864 

E,  1st  Rhode  Island !  Sept.  30,  1864 

C,  1st  New  York Sept.  6, 1864 

D,  1st  New  York Sept.   6, 1864 

E,  1st  New  York Sept.  13,  1864 

G,  1st  New  York Sept.  22, 1864 

H,  1st  New  York Oct.    17, 1864 

L,  1st  New  York Oct.    25, 1864 

llth  New  York  Independent Jan.     6.  1865 

12th  New  York  Independent Nov.  18. 1864 

15th  New  York  Independent ,  Not  known. 

A,  1st  New  Jersey I  Aug.  12, 1864 

B,  1st  New  Jersey Sept.   3, 1864 

D,  Independent  Pennsylvania Septf24, 1864 

H,  lat  Ohio Nov.    7, 1864 


battery. 

134 

13 

110 

37 

95 

52 

63 

84 

71 

76 

00 

87 

46 

101 

71 

76 

77 

70 

112 

35 

38 

109 

140 

7 

79 

68 

125 

22 

70 

77 

115 

32 

82 

65 

108 

39 

121 

26 

100 

47 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Staff. 

ARTILLERY  HDQRS.,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  8j  1864. 
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ORDERS.  |  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ,S,  1864. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Division  will  detail  500  men 
for  fatigue.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Third  Division  will  detail 
700  men.  properly  officered,  for  the  same  purpose.  The  details  will  be  at 
their  respective  division  headquarters  at  0  p.  in.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  Third  Division  will  designate  an  officer  of  the  rank  of 
colonel  to  have  charge  of  the  entire  detail  from  the  corps.  That 
officer  will  report  for  information  as  to  the  work  to  be  done  to  Captain 
Mendell,  engineer  officer,  at  the  engineer  camp,  near  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  3  o'clock  this  p.  in.  He  will  .send  for  the 
division  details  in  time  to  conduct  them  to  the  point  designated  by 
Captain  Mendell  before  7  p.  in. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  8,  1864 — 9.20  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  last  night.  Two  deserters  have  just  come  in.  One  a  second 
lieutenant  First  Georgia  Battery.  They  will  be  sent  forward. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  N,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  send  up  this  morning  a  lieutenant  of  a  Georgia  regiment  who 
deserted  to  us  last  night.  He  says  they  are  very  short  of  rations,  so 
that  with  the  allowance  the  men  are  hungry  all  the  time.  On  Saturday, 
he  says,  their  papers  reported  our  tieet  victorious  over  the  Confederates 
in  Mobile  Bay.  The  Nashville  (iron-clad)  was  sunk,  and  so  was  the 
Selma  (cotton-clad). 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  8,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Two  deserters  have  just  been  sent  in  by  General  Crawford.  One  of 
them  is  an  artilleryman,  and  can  give  information  as  to  the  planting  of 
some  heavy  guns  by  the  enemy  in  front  of  our  position  near  the  plank 
road.  I  send  these  men  up. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  8,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

1  think  I  can  capture  or  drive  back  the  enemy's  pickets  on  my  left 
and  occupy  their  places  with  my  own.  They  have  always  confined 
themselves  to  watching  us,  and  have  not  molested  our  working  parties. 
As  the  siege  operations  on  my  front  have  been  co-operative  with  Gen 
eral  Buruside's  preparations  for  an  assault,  the  driving  of  these  men 
back  might  have  caused  such  constant  firing  on  our  lines  as  to  have 
greatly  delayed  our  construction  of  batteries  and  approaches,  and  has 
therefore  been  a  part  of  the  engineer  operations,  to  be  done  or  not,  as 
the  engineers  dictated.  Our  works  are  now  in  such  state  that  any 
more  hostile  attitude  between  the  two  lines  will  be  at  least  as  injurious 
to  the  enemy  as  to  ourselves.  It  will  cost  us  a  few  lives  daily  and  an 
expenditure  of  ammunition  and  a  stoppage  of  the  enemy  deserting  to 
us  and  theiuforr  lion  thus  obtained.  It  will  prevent  him  from  getting 
water  from  the  ravine  between  us,  and  cause  him  the  same  expenditure 
of  ammunition  and  men  as  ourselves.  If  there  are  no  objections  made 
I  shall  make  my  arrangements  to-day  or  to-morrow  to  drive  the  enemy's 
pickets  back. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY'  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  8,  1861 — 1.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

Your  written  dispatch  will  be  submitted  to  the  major-general  com 
manding  as  soon  as  he  is  disengaged  from  the  Court  of  Inquiry  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Second  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]      HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  8,  1864. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  will  suspend  for  a  day 
or  two  driving  back  the  enemy's  pickets,  as  upon  leaving  here  Lieu 
tenant-General  Grant  requested  him  to  remain  strictly  on  the  defensive 
until  his  return.  The  major-general  commanding  will  communicate 
with  you  immediately  upon  the  return  of  the  lieutenant-general. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  8,  1864—9.15  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General . 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  my  front  during  the  day.     A 
detail  of  400  men  is  at  work  to-night  at  Battery  Tilton. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

Camp  near  Petersburg,  August  6',  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

COLONEL:   Colonel  Welch,  commanding  Third   Brigade,  reports  a 
heavy  column  of  the  enemy  moving  to  our  left.     They  are  plainly  seen 
passing  a  large  fire  which  is  burning  brightly.     They  are  moving  as 
though  it  was  their  intention  to  attack  our  left. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  J.  BAKTLETT, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  THIRTY-NINTH  MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEERS, 

August  8,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Capt.  GEORGE  MONTEITU, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  .'un 

CAPTAIN:  A  body  of  troops,  say  a  brigade  of  infantry,  have  passed 
within  an  hour  from  the  enemy's  right  to  our  right.     A  large  fire  is 
burning  on  their  right,  seemingly  in  front  of  their  line  of  battle,  which 
they  seem  to  be  endeavoring  to  extinguish:  otherwise  all  quiet. 
Respectfully, 

CHAS.  L.  PEIRSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Division  Field  Officer  of  the  Day. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  8,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  interest  has 
occurred  on  our  line  within  the  past  twelve  hours.     The  usual  picket- 
tiring  took  place  during*  the  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser 
vant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
By  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


[AUGUST  8,  1804. — For  Stan  ton  to  Burnside,  relative  to  composition 
of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  ordered  to  examine  into  the  affair  of  July  30, 
see  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  p.  532.] 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  (S,  1864. 
Captain  PARKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Have  you  heard  anything  of  General  Grant  yet! 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  8,  1864. 
Major-General  BURNSIDE: 

General  Grant  passed  Fort  Monroe  at  12  to-day.     Expect  him  now 
every  moment. 

B.  S.  PARKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  8,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  qniet 
along  my  front  during  the  past  twelve  hours.  There  was  considerable 
firing  on  the  extreme  left  during  the  night.  The  covered  way  leading 
to  the  picket-line,  which  was  constructed  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant, 
is  unserviceable,  as  it  is  flooded  with  water. 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  40.  }  August  8,  1864. 

I.  After  dark  this  evening  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  will  relieve  the  Twenty-first  and  Twenty-ninth  Massachu 
setts  from  the  front  line  and  put  in  the  Fifty-sixth,  Fifty-seventh,  and 
Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Robinson, 
commanding  Second  Brigade,  will  relieve  the  Fourteenth  New  York 
Artillery  and  put  in  the  Third  Maryland  and  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers.    The  troops  of  the  First  Brigade  will  hold 
the  left  portion  of  the  line,  and  those  of  the  Second  Brigade  the  right 
portion. 

II.  Hereafter,  until  further  orders,  the  relieving  of  troops  in  the  front 
line  will  always  be  arranged  by  brigade  commanders  keeping  450  men 
from  each  brigade  constantly  in  the  front  line,  those  from  the  First 
Brigade  on  the  left,  and  those  from  the  Second  Brigade  on  the  right, 
and  relieving  every  two  days.    The  Thirty- fifth  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers  will  not  be  exempt,  until  further  orders  from  these  headquarters, 
from  their  share  of  duty  in  the  trenches. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  White : 

C.  J.  MILLS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  quiet 
on  my  front  during  the  past  twelve  hours.    I  have  ordered  additional 
traverses  erected  in  the  railroad  cut  for  the  protection  of  the  troops 
moving  to  and  from  the  front  line,  and  this  work  is  in  progress. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION, 

August  8,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Colonel  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  usual  snapshooting 
and  mortar  firing  continues.  Captain  Roemer  reported  this  morning 
that  that  portion  of  the  new  line  now  being  constructed  under  Lieuten 
ant  Benyaurd,  of  the  Engineers,  running  left  from  Roemer,  is  enfiladed 
by  the  enemy's  fort  recently  blown  up,  and  the  tire  of  their  sharp 
shooters  from  that  point,  and  I  would  recommend  a  correction  of  the 
line. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


BERMUDA,  August  8,  1864. 
Maj.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Please  inform  me  if  Kautz's  cavalry  division  has  been  permanently 
detached  from  the  Army  of  the  James.  I  am  desirous  of  knowing,  as 
it  is  necessary  for  the  quartermaster  to  send  in  his  monthly  reports  if 
not  ordered  to  some  other  command. 

J.  B.  HOWARD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  8,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOWARD, 

Bermuda  : 

Kautz's  cavalry  still  belongs  to  our  army.     It  is  only  lent  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

R.  S.  DAVIS,  . 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 
Col.  J.  R.  HAWLEY, 

Seventh  Connecticut   Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
state  that  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  has  been  selected 
to  furnish  the  volunteers  called  for  in  General  Orders,  No.  22,  from 
corps  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ADRIAN  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 
Maj.  T.  J.  STRONG, 

Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  : 

MAJOR  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the  600  men 
who  have  volunteered  from  your  command  under  General  Orders,  No. 
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22,  from  headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps,  be  in  readiness  to  move  at 
7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  August  9,  with  three  days'  rations  in  their  haver 
sacks  and  with  their  shelter-tents.  The  men  will  be  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  Lieutenant  Sawyer,  aide-de-camp,  will  report  at  your  head 
quarters  at  the  hour  above  named  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the 
detail  to  the  Crow's  Nest,  where  they  will  report  to  Major  Ludlow,  of 
General  Butler's  staff. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry : 

A.  TEKEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  8,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  AMES, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  call  your  atten 
tion  to  the  fact  that  two  deserters  came  into  our  lines  last  evening, 
arriving  on  or  near  the  picket-line  Second  Division,  just  before  our 
pickets  were  posted.  They  state  that  they  remained  concealed  within 
twenty-five  yards  of  our  rifle-pits  awaiting  the  arrival  of  our  pickets, 
and  were  not  challenged  till  within  ten  paces  of  them,  owing  to  the 
thick  corn  and  our  pickets  arriving  on  the  line  late.  This  should  not 
be  allowed  to  occur  again.  Please  have  the  picket  officer  instructed  to 
post  their  outer  line  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  under  cover  of  darkness, 
and  before  and  while  it  is  being  done  the  men  in  the  trenches  will  be 
kept  on  the  alert.  Direct  the  brigades  successively  on  duty  in  the  front 
lines  to  enlarge  the  trenches  so  that  men  can  act  freely.  For  that 
purpose  have  them  supplied  with  picks  and  shovels.  The  abatis  in 
front  of  the  Second  Division  should  at  once  be  strengthened.  For  this 
purpose  make  a  detail  of  100  men  from  those  not  on  duty  to  cut  and 
transport  the  abatis,  so  that  to-night  it  can  be  placed  in  position. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

GEO.  W.  KELLEY, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Picket-Post,  August  8,  1864 — evening. 
Major  General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  brigade  relieved  the  First 
Brigade  of  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Stedman,  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  that  there  has  been  no  changes 
made  in  the  line.  All  quiet  on  the  line. 

I  am,  veryvespectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  KEKWm, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 


CITY  POINT,  August  9, 1864 — 11.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Five  minutes  ago  an  ordnance  boat  exploded,  carrying  lumber,  grape, 
canister,  and  all  kinds  of  shot  over  this  point.  Every  part  of  the  yard 
used  as  my  headquarters  is  tilled  with  splinters  and  fragments  of  shell. 
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I  do  not  know  yet  what  the  casualties  are  beyond  my  own  headquar 
ters.  Colonel  Babcock  is  slightly  wounded  in  hand  and  1  mounted 
orderly  is  killed  and  "2  or  3  wounded  and  several  horses  killed.  The 
damage  at  the  wharf  must  be  considerable  both  in  life  and  property. 
As  soon  as  the  suioke  clears  away  I  will  ascertain  and  telegraph  you. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
L  ieuten  a  nt-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  <Jj  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  E.  S.  PARKER, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  City  Point : 
Please  direct  Col.  C.  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  to  report  at 
the  expiration  of  his  leave  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren,  commanding 
Fifth  Army  Corps. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  97  186-1. 
Admiral  S.  P.  LEE: 

Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  [ultimo],*  inclosing  communication  rel 
ative  to  the  withdrawal  of  iron-clads  from  the  James  River,  was  duly 
received.  Owing  to  my  absence  from  here  most  of  the  time  since  the  re 
ceipt  of  your  letter,  it  has  not  been  answered  earlier.  Whilst  I  believe 
we  will  never  require  iron-clad  vessels  to  meet  those  of  the  enemy,  I 
think  it  would  be  imprudent  to  withdraw  them.  At  least  two  such  ves 
sels,  in  my  judgment,  should  be  kept  in  the  upper  James.  They  stau'd  a 
constant  threat  to  the  enemy  and  prevent  him  taking  the  offensive. 
There  is  no  disguising  the  fact  that  if  the  enemy  should  take  the 
offensive  on  the  water,  although  we  probably  would  destroy  his  whole 
"James  River  navy,  such  damage  would  be  done  our  shipping  and 
stores,  all  accumulated  on  the  water  near  where  the  conflict  would 
begin,  that  our  victory  would  be  dearly  bought. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  9,  1S6-1 — 11.50  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  INGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Armies  in  the  Field,  City  Point: 
Was  that  explosion  at  City  Point?     What  was  it? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  August  9,  L86-L 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

A  barge  laden  with  ordnance  stores  was  accidentally  blown  up  just 
now  while  lying  at  the  wharf.     There  has  been  considerable  destruc- 

*See  Vol.  XL,  Part  III.  p.  427. 
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tioii  of  property  arid  loss  of  life.  ISTo  officers  were  killed.  The  shock 
was  terrific,  and  of  course  unlooked  for.  It  is  probable  we  shall  never 
know  how  the  accident  occurred.  One  of  your  office  wagon  horses 
was  killed.  We  are  clearing  away  the  ruins  at  the  river. 

RUFUS  IXGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  9,  1861. 
Maj.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer : 

SIR:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  take  the  neces 
sary  measures  to  provide,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  a  sufficient 
supply  of  intrenching  tools  for  the  use  of  the  fatigue  parties  detailed  for 
work  on  the  intreuchmeuts.  The  commanding  general  decides  that  the 
intrenching  tools  now  ordered  to  be  kept  on  hand  at  corps  headquar 
ters  are  not,  as  a  general  rule,  to  be  used  for  this  purpose. 
I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  9,  186-1. 
Colonel  SHARPS, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Five  prisoners  of  war  just  sent  in  by  Fifth  Corps  are  from  Colquitt's 
and  Clingman's  brigades.  They  state  that  Clinginan  was  relieved  in 
the  trenches  by  Ransom's  brigade  at  10  o'clock  tlu's  morning.  That 
Mahone's,  Colquitt's,  and  Clingman's  brigades  made  a  charge  on  left 
flank  of  Fifth  Corps  at  3  o'clock  this  p.  m.  When  informants  left  they 
had  driven  in  our  skirmish  line  and  were  still  advancing.  They  know 
of  no  troops  coming  from  north,  of  Appomattox.  They  state  that  they 
saw  D.  H.  Hill  this  morning  and  think  he  is  011  Beauregard's  staff. 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain,  tCc. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL, 

August  .'>,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  First  Confederate  Battalion  has  just 
been  received.  He  came  into  our  lines  about  dark  last  night.  lie  is 
from  Davis'  brigade,  Heth's  division,  Hill's  corps;  reports  no  change  in 
the  enemy's  position ;  states  that  there  are  only  four  divisions  of  the 
enemy  south  of  the  Appomattox,  viz:  Heth's,  Mahone's,  Hoke's  and 
Bushrod  Johnson's,  which  are  posted  as  reported  yesterday;  has  no 
further  information.  Saw  yesterday's  Richmond  papers;  they  admit 
the  passage  of  the  forts  in  Mobile  harbor  by  Farragut's  tieet,  and  the 
sinking  of  three  of  their  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  BABCOCK. 
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AUGUST  9,  18G4 — 4  p.  in. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Two  deserters  to-day — one  from  First  Confederate  Battalion,  Davis' 
brigade,  Ileth's  division,  and  one  from  Tenth  Florida,  Makone's  divis 
ion.  They  confirm  the  information  concerning  position  that  I  sent 
you  yesterday.  Nothing  else  important. 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  !>,  1861 — V.o'O  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  8  a.  in.  a  fatigue  party  of  forty-seven  men  entered  the  new  work 
in  rear  of  second  line  and  Gregory's  house,  but  battery  on  our  right 
threw  a  few  shells  in  and  dispersed  them;  have  not  yet  returned.  At 
9  a.  m.  fatigue  parties  of  fifteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-five  each  marched 
in  direction  of  Petersburg,  entering  woods  in  rear  of  new  work.  They 
continue  to  work  ou  front  line  left  of  Gregory's  house.  No  change  of 
camps. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS   FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  3,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

All  quiet.     Enemy  are  throwing  up  a  new  line  of  works  in  rear  of  the 
three-gun  fort.    No  other  change. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  9.  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

No  change  or  movement  this  p.  m.     Five  of  enemy's  officers  engaged 
laying  out  and  staking  off  ground  for  a  new  work  about  500  yards  to 
right  of  Chimneys  and  in  rear  of  first  line  of  works. 
Respectfully, 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 


AUGUST  9,  1864 — 3.15  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 
•The  following  rebel  messages  read: 

Colonel  B[RENT], 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

No  movement  of  enemy  observed  this  a.  m.  except  their  usual  drills.  They  appear 
to  be  negro  troops.  The  explosion  seems  to  be  near  Blocktield,  on  the  Appomattox. 
I  think  it  was  an  ammunition  boat. 
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1.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  B[RENT], 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel  Cahell  and  Major  Hamilton  wish  me  to  state  that  the  explosion  was  greater 
than  that  of  McClelhm's  ammunition  train,  near  Savage  Station,  York  River  Rail 
road,  and  they  think  its  locality  was  on  James  River,  near  Citv  Point. 

O.  at  1U. 

T.  U.  FEAREY, 

Second  Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

Auf/HNt  9,  1SC-1 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

A  train  of  fifteen  wagons  moved  to  our  left  this  a.  m.  on  line  of  Wei- 
don  railroad.  No  working  party  observed  on  fort  near  Weldon  railroad 
west  from  station.  No  movements  of  troops  or  change  of  camps  vis 
ible. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  9,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  No  movements  of  the  enemy  to  report.  They  are  busily 
engaged  in  constructing  works  in  the  rear  of  their  mock  line  along  the 
edge  of  the  woods.  They  seemed  to  be  staking  off  a  new  work  during 
the  day  400  or  500  yards  to  our  right  of  the  Gregory  Chimneys.  They 
did  not  work  upon  the  fort  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  to-day.  A 
train  of  fifteen  wagons  passed  toward  Petersburg  this  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain   and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  9,  1864—12.20  p.  m. 

The  explosion  that  took  place  about  an  hour  ago  was  an  ordnance 
boat  at  City  Point,  sending  shell  and  splinters  all  over  the  Point,  doing 
material  damage  to  life  and  property.  At  General  Grant's  headquar 
ters,  Colonel  Babcock  was  wounded  in  the  hand,  1  orderly  killed,  and  3 
or  4  wounded.  The  loss  of  life  and  property  not  yet  ascertained. 

A/ A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(To  corps  commanders.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  9,  1864 — 0  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistan t  A dj utan t-  General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  during  the 
night.  A  large  nre  was  discovered  at  or  in  front  of  the  enemy's  line 
about  9.30  p.  m.  Enemy  were  working  hard  to  extinguish  it. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  9,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  explosion  which  lias  just  taken  place  is  north  .'>5  degrees  east 
from  here. 

G.  K.  WAKE  EX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  !),  1861—!)  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  quiet  in  my 
front  to-day.  A  detail  of  400  men  are  at  work  to-night  on  Battery 
Tilton.  G.  K.  WAKREX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  9,  1S61 — (J  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  usual  state  of  affairs  on  my  line.     The 
ordinary  amount  of  picket-firing  and  mortar  shelling  last  night. 

A.  E.  BURXSIDE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  9,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  usual  state  of  affairs  on  my  front 
during  the  past  twelve  hours.  To-night  there  is  the  ordinary  amount 
of  picket-firing. 

A.  E.  BURXS1DE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  9,  1864 — 6"  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Xinth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  every  thing  has  been  quiet 
along  my  line  during  the  past  twelve  hours.  The  Thirty-fifth  Massa 
chusetts  Volunteers  were  engaged  yesterday  evening  in  digging  a  cov 
ered  way  in  rear  of  the  front  line  and  in  rear  of  the  battery,  which  is 
very  beneficial  for  the  troops  occupying  the  front  line. 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg^  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  yinth  Army  Corps  : 
SIR:  I  have  the  bon or  to  report  that  no  changes  have  occurred  on 
my  front  during  the  last  twelve  hours.     The  enemy  have  manifested 
unusual  activity  throughout  the  day.     Roemer's  battery  has  troubled 
them  somewhat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  !),  1864 — 5.40  p.  m. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 
The  following  is  from  the  Richmond  Examiner  or  the  9th: 

A  dispatch  from  Mobile,  dated  August  7,  two  days  later  than  our  previous  ad 
vices,  states  that  the  situation  had  not  materially  changed  since  the  enemy's  victory 
over  our  iron-dads  on  last  Friday.  The  Xavy  Department  received  a  telegram  yes 
terday  morning  announcing  that  the  Morgan,  the  only  gun-boat  of  our  licet  which 
was  not  either  sunk,  beached,  or  captured,  has  succeeded  in  getting  over  the  bar 
and  reaching  Mobile. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  U.  S.  Grant.) 


SPRING  HILL,  August  9,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

Seven  cars,  partly  loaded  with  troops,  just  passed  the  Junction  toward 
Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  217.  J  In  the  Field,  Vie.,  August  9,  1864. 

******* 

VIII.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant, 
the  First  Regiment,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  will  at  once  proceed  to  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  reporting  on  their  arrival  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  Pope,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Northwest.  They  will  proceed  via  New  York. 
Quartermasters  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

******* 

XIII.  Colonel  Garrard,  commanding  First  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry, will 
at  once  send  four  companies  of  his  regiment,  under  the  senior  major, 
to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  I.  Vodges  for  provost  duty  at  Norfolk. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  97.  {  In  the  JField,  August  9,  1864. 

******* 

2.  The  Ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  are  hereby  temporarily  attached 
to  the  Second  Division  and  will  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner,  com 
manding'. 

****### 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  \V.  TURNER, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
your  smallest  regiment  to  report  at  Crow's  Nest,  on  the  James  River, 
to  Major  Ludlow,  of  General  Butler's  staff,  at  li  p.  m.  to-day,  for  guard 
duty.    The  men  will  take  their  tents  with  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  10,  1861 — ~j  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Crawford,  and  is  forwarded 
for  your  information: 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION*,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  JO.  1SG4. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL:  Private  F.  M.  Crenshaw.  Ninth  Alabama,  came  into  the  linos  of  the 
Second  Brigade  yesterday  morning,  and  says  that  the  sappers  and  miners  have  been 
sought  out  in  the  different  regiments  of  Mahone's  division  to  work  at  mining;  that 
a  man  of  his  company  who  has  been  employed  recently  at  mining  would  not  tell  him 
the  locality  of  the  mine  or  anything  concerning  it,  for  the  reason  that  he  was  bound 
to  secrecy;  that  a  citizen  from  Orange  Court-House,  where  his  regiment  was  quar 
tered  last  winter,  came  down  a  week  ago  to  see  some  acquaintances  in  the  regiment 
and  reported  that  Kcrshaw's  division,  oi'  Lougetreet's  corps,  had  passed  there  en 
route  for  the  valley. 
I  am,  &c., 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

'GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

The  telegraph  line  near  Swan  Point  has  been  cut  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy.  I  have  sent  150  infantry  down  to  Fort  Powhatan  to  drive  them 
away,  but  Colonel  Innis,  in  command  of  the  fort,  reports  them  in  too 
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great  force.  Will  you,  therefore,  order  Kautz  to  send  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  or  more  to  aid  the  gim-boat  force  at  Powhatan  in  driving  these 
fellows  away. 

Respectfully, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

.  Shall  I  direct  Gregg  to  send,  say,  500  cavalry  to  do  this  \  Swan 
Point  is  twenty  miles  below  Powhatan. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  10,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER: 

Orders  in  compliance  with  your  wishes  have  been  sent  to  General 
Kautz. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  10,  1864 — 12  in. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster- (General : 

I  will  ship  the  transportation  of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  Cavalry  Corps 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  1  saw  the  necessity  for  it  some  days 
ago.  General  Grant  thinks  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  ship  all  of  it, 
and  he  directs  me  to  hold  the  transports  here  that  may  arrive  hereafter. 
I  have  ordered  Continental  to  Fort  Monroe.  She  draws  too  much  water 
for  this  place  and  Washington.  Please  cause  your  orders  to  be  given 
to  her  through  Colonel  Biggs.  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  wagons 
of  the  Sixth  and  179  of  the  Cavalry  have  been  shipped.  We  arc  ship 
ping  to-day  as  fast  as  means  permit. 

RUFUS  IXGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


CITY  POINT,  August  10,  1864. 

(Received  12  m.) 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

GENERAL:  There  were  33  men  killed  and  75  wounded  yesterday  by 
the  explosion  of  ordnance  on  the  barge.  The  store-house  and  wharf 
were  greatly  damaged,  but  can  be  repaired  in  a  short  time.  There  was 
but  slight  loss  of  subsistence  and  quartermaster's  property.  I  have 
heard  of  no  report  of  the  ordnance  department  as  to  cause  of  explosion 
or  loss  of  property. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and   Chief  Quartermaster. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  PROVOST-MARSHAL, 
In  the  Field,  August  10,  1864—7.40  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE. 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal- General^  City  Point: 

I  have  received  but  one  deserter  thus  far  to-day.  He  was  from 
Terry's  brigade,  of  Pickett's  division.  Pickett's  division,  with  Thomas' 
and  Scales'  brigades,  remains  as  heretofore.  This  man  knew  nothing 
about  Kershaw's  division,  whether  they  were  in  his  rear  or  not.  Rich 
mond  pappers  of  to-day  announce  the  capture  by  our  forces  and  occu 
pancy  of  Fort  Gaines,  Mobile  Ilarbor.  Another  of  the  forts  was  blown 
up  by  the  rebels  to  prevent  its  falling  into  our  hands.  Nothing  to-day 
from  north  side  of  the  James. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieut.,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


AUGUST  10,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

Parties  of  enemy  at  work  at  various  points  of  old  line.    A  new  work 
is  being  built  in  open  field  to  right  and  rear  of  Gregory's  house. 

1.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  10,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Enemy  shows  some  activity  in  working  on  fortifications.     No  move 
ment  visible. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


STATION  OF  OBSERVATION, 

August  10,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

A  large  column  of  smoke  rising  up  about  the  location  of  Port  Wal- 
thall  Junction;  woods  on  fire  in  front  of  Ninth  Corps.  Steam,  as  though 
from  an  engine,  rising  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city  about  the  locality  of 
the  Lyuchburg  depot. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  10,  1864—7.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

A  new  work  commenced  23  degrees  west  of  north  by  edge  of  woods. 
Strong  fatigue  parties  in  front  line  of  works  northwest  of  station  work 
ing  in  considerable  force  along  our  whole  front.  Camps  unchanged. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  10,  1864. 
Lieut.  S.  SERGEANT, 

Commanding  Detachment  : 

LIEUTENANT:  In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  you  will  immediately  take  up  your  bridge  at  Broadway  Land 
ing-,  on  the  Appomattox,  and  bring  it  to  this  place,  anchoring  it  along 
side  the  raft  now  here.  A  tug  will  be  sent  up  to  be  at  Broadway  Land 
ing  at  5  p.  m.  to  tow  you  down. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  11.  W.  Benham:  • 

CHANNING  CLAPP, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  during  the  night. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major -General. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred 
in  my  front  to-day.  Four  hundred  men  are  at  work  to-night  at  Battery 
Tilton. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  10,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  has  been  quiet 
along  my  line  for  the  past  twelve  hours.  The  commanding  officer  of 
the  Fourteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  reports  that  he  thinks  the 
rebels  are  mining  under  his  regiment.  This  will  be  investigated  at 
once. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  WHITE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  10,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  JULIUS  WHITE, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  reply  to  your  com 
munication  of  this  date  relative  to  the  shortening  of  the  lines  held  by 
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the  First  Division,  that  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  make  any  change. 
He  also  directs  nie  to  say  that  he  approves  of  the  suggestion  received 
this  afternoon  that  in  repairing  the  fort  on  your  front  it  should  be  so 
altered  as  to  have  a  flank  tire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  August  10,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Xinth  Army  Corps: 
SIR,:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  occurred  on 
my  front  during  the  last  twelve -hours.     The  ollicer  of  the  day  reports 
that  heavy  details  of  the  enemy  have  been  at  work  during  the  night. 
The  gallery  for  the  countermine  is  progressing,  but  has  been  somewhat 
delayed  for  want  of  lumber,  which  will  be  np  this  morning. 
I  aiu.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  10,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- freneral,  Xinth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  changes  in  my  front  during  the 
day.    The  rebels  have  been  very  busy  with  the  spade  on  the  hill  on  our 
front  and  left. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY. OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  10,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m, 

Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

The  telegraph  line  near  Swan  Point  has  been  cut  by  the  enemy. 
General  Butler  sent  150  infantry  by  water  to  Fort  Powhatan  to  drive 
them  oft',  but  the  force  proved  insufficient,  and  he  requests  that  General 
Kautz  be  ordered  to  send  a  regiment  or  more  to  aid  the  gun-boat  force 
at  Powhatan.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  direct 
General  Kautz  to  send  not  less  than  a  regiment  of  his  cavalry  to  aid  in 
breaking  up  this  party  of  the  enemy.  There  is  a  gun-boat  at  Fort 
Powhatan. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


106  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1864—6.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  has  just  been  read  by  our  signal  officer  and  is  forwarded 
for  your  information.  It  evidently  refers  to  some  attack  upon  our 
working  party  at  Dutch  Gap.  I  have  informed  General  Birney  and 
will  inform  Captain  Smith.  Have  you  any  orders  ?  We  will  endeavor 
to  be  ready. 

Respectfully, 

B.  F.  BUTLEK, 

Major-General. 

AUGUST  10,  18G4. 
Captain  NORTON: 

The  following  message  just  signaled  from  rebel  station  on  Signal 
Hill  to  Hewlett's: 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Howlett's  House : 

Yours  of  10  a.  m.  received  at  Signal  Hill.    engaged  in  locating  artillery 

at  Signal  Hill  and  .     Commodore  Mitchell  was  hero  with  rne  and  proposes  to 

drop  down  near  Hewlett's  and  open  at  the  same  time  with  Carter.  Can  the  battery 
at  Howlett's  open  at  the  same  time  ?  Apparently,  it  has  better  command  than  wo 
have.  The  navy  would  prefer  to  take  position  at  night.  Carter  will  have  to  in 
trench,  as  the  enemy's  boats  and  batteries  cover  his  ground.  The  scouts  report  but 
a  regiment,  probably  to  prevent  tiring  into  their  boats.  As  the  approaches  arc  low 
and  open  an  infantry  attack  is  not  advisable,  at  least  during  the  day. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Lieutenant-General. 

G.  S.  DANA, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  10,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

The  navy  ought  to  be  apprised  of  the  dispatch  taken  from  the  rebel 
signal,  and  to  station  a  part  of  their  boats  as  to  command  the  ground 
around  our  troops  at  Dutch  Gap.  If  the  enemy  open  from  Howlett's, 
reply  from  our  water  batteries  on  it.  Are  our  men  well  covered  from 
artillery  fire?  If  so,  and  they  are  on  the  alert,  an  attack  ought  to  prove 
disastrous  to  the  rebels. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  10,  1864— 8.10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Commanding,  die.,  City  Point: 

We  are  preparing  to  meet  the  rebels  if  they  choose  to  attack  us.  I 
think  our  men  are  under  cover.  The  navy  have  been  notified  to  be 
ready  on  their  part.  A  rebel  deserter  this  afternoon  reports  a  rumor 
in  their  camp  that  their  cavalry  have  been  knocked  to  pieces,  with  a 
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loss  of  four  guns,  up  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Have  you  any  news 
upon  that  subject  'I  He  also  reports  that  last  Saturday  right  smart  of 
the  cavalry  which  was  in  the  rear  of  their  line,  I  presume  a  brigade, 
between  the  James  and  Appomattox,  left  for  the  Shenandoah. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  10, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Who  has  immediate  command  of  the  troops  at  Dutch  Gap'?     It  will 
require  some  one  there  who  cannot  be  stampeded. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  10,  1864—8.50  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT,   City  Point: 

That  command  is  in  immediate  charge  of  Major  Ludlow,  of  my  staff, 
a  gentleman  of  experience,  who  will  not  be  stampeded.  He  is  now 
here.  I  have  explained  to  him  all  the  circumstances,  and  we  shall  not 
leave.  I  have  been  able  since  I  sent  to  you  to  decipher  the  enemy's  sig 
nals.*  Put  in  where  the  first  break  is,  ''Colonel  Carter  is,"  and  where 
the  second  is,  "Cox's  overseer's  house,"  which  place  you  will  find  on 
the  mai),  antl  it  will  read  as  follows:  " Colonel  Carter  is  here  engaged 
in  locating  artillery  at  Signal  Hill  and  Cox's  overseer's  house." 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Comma  tiding. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Major  LUDLOW: 

By  reading  the  enemy's  signals,  a  copy*  of  which  I  send  you,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  enemy  intend  an  attack  upon  you,  probably  to-morrow 
morning  at  daylight.  As  you  will  see,  not  an  infantry  attack,  although 
you  had  better  be  ready  for  that.  As  soon  as  they  open  we  shall  open 
on  them.  Let  the  navy  dispose  of  themselves,  getting  all  the  guns 
they  can  to  bear,  to  cover  your  front  and  to  drive  off  the  iron-clads. 
Let  the  men  understand  it,  so  that  they  need  not  be  taken  by  surprise 
and  get  themselves  cover  during  the  night  as  much  as  possible.  Send 
by  Clarke  for  anything  you  need. 
Yours, 

BUTLER. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864 — 11.50  a.  m. 
Captain  XORTON: 

There  is  considerable  activity  shown  by  the  rebel  rams  to-day.     One 
moved  down  to  Cox's  Ferry  and  returned. 

G.  S.  DANA, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps. 

*  See  Ewell  to  Loo.  p.  10f>. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIG-NAL  OFFICER, 

August  10,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  TV.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  communication  is  now 
open  by  signals  between  Water  Battery  and  working  party  at  Dutch 
Gap. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 
,  August  10,  1864.     (Received  1.30  p.  in.) 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

General  Butler  desires  that  you  send  to  Dutch  Gap  one  100-pounder, 
with  carriage,  implements,  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition.  Battery 
for  it  will  be  ready  to-night. 

A.  MORDECAI, 

Captain,  &c. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  August  10,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Captain  MORDECAI, 

Headquarters  General  Butler: 

Captain  Hart  told  Captain  Hatfield  yesterday  that  the  100-pounder 
gun  had  no  platform.  Have  you  made  any  arrangement  relative  to  it? 
It  should  be  laid  and  the  magazine  started  at  once.  The  carriage  is 
for  a  front  pintle;  it  and  the  chassis  are  at  Bermuda,  but  no  platform. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1864. 
Colonel  ABBOT, 

First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  : 

All  the  siege  material  has  been  turned  over  to  Captain  Hatfield,  and 
all  arrangements  will  therefore  have  to  be  made  by  you.  I  can  make 
none. 

A.  MORDECAI, 

Captain. 


GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

The  general  directs  that  you  send  the  regiment  of  the  100-days'  men 
on  the  front  of  the  line  which  has  the  longest  time  to  serve,  to  relieve 
the  regiment  now  at  Fort  Powhatan  as  soon  as  possible.  Transporta 
tion  will  be  ready  at  Bermuda. 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  over  to 
Dutch  Gap  a  3-iucli  ritie  and  a  light  12-pounder  Napoleon  at  once.  You 
•will  send  the  men  and  an  otlicer  without  horses  to  report  to  Major  Lud- 
low. 

Respectfully, 

II.  C.  CLARKE, 
Captain  and  Aide-dc-Camp. 

Order  Captain  Follett  to  send  these  guns  with  horses  and  proper  num 
ber  of  men  with  three  days'  rations.  Horses  can  be  returned  to  camp 
to  report  at  Crow's  Nest. 


GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  186-1 — 6.30  p.  in. 
General  BIRNEY: 

You  will  see  that  the  following  dispatch*  is  evidence  that  enemy  pro 
pose  an  attack  upon  our  party  at  Dutch  Gap.  Will  you  take  measures 
to  meet  it*  I  think  it  will  begin  early  in  the  morning,  as  the  rams  are 
to  come  down  during  the  night.  Perhaps  you  had  better  see  Captain 
.  Smith  about  it.  Please  send  this  to  him  at  once,  with  such  remarks 
as  you  think  proper. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  10,  1861—9.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

I  have  deciphered  the  dispatch.*     Jt  will  read  as  follows: 

General  ROBERT  E.  LEE. 

Howlett's  House  : 

Yours  of  10  a.  m.  received  at  Signal  Hill.  Colonel  Carter  i.s  here  engaged  in  locat 
ing  artillery  at  Signal  Hill  and  Cox's  overseer's  house. 

You  will  find  both  places  on  the  map.  Signal  Hill  is  near  Cox's 
house  and  Cox's  overseers  house  is  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  our 
position,  directly  up  the  road  from  the  gap.  PJiease  explain  where  it  is 
to  Captain  Smith.  Send  over  an  aide  to  him. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


AUGUST  10,  1804 — (J.45  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

In  case  the  enemy  open,  as  they  probably  will  do  to-morrow  morn 
ing,  I  would  advise  that  all  the  guns  at  the  Water  Battery  and  the  gun 
at  Crow's  Nest  open  upon  the  Hewlett  house;  that  the  two  mortars, 
with  fuses  too  long  to  explode  before  the  shell  strikes,  and  try  for  the 
rams,  if  they  come  down.  If  the  100-pouiider  at  the  Crow's  Nest  can 

*  See  Ewell  to  Lee,  p.  106. 
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bear  on  the  iron-clads  let  her  try  it.  The  mortar  in  Battery  AYilcox 
[had]  better  bear  upon  Hewlett's  house.  Perhaps  the  gun  at  Battery 
Parsons  can  reach  the  iron-clads.  A  reserve  light  battery,  if  thrown 
forward  on  the  bank  of  the  river  below  the  Crow's  Nest,  would  sweep 
Dutch  Gap  from  any  land  attack  by  infantry,  but  you  can  best  judge 
of  this  by  being  on  the  spot. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Mojo  r-  Gen  era  L  Co  mm  a  n  di  ng. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  98.  J  In  the  Field,  August  10,  1864. 

******* 
5.  The  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  Ohio  National  Guard  will  proceed 
without  delay  to  Fort  Powhatan,  relieving  the  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
third  Ohio  National  Guard,  now  on  duty  there.  Transportation  will 
be  furnished  at  Bermuda  Lauding.  The  One  hundred  and  thirty-third 
Ohio  National  Guard,  upon  being  relieved,  will  proceed  upon  the  same 
transport  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bifney: 

ED.  AV.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  IT.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  command  under  arms  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  and  man 
the  parapet. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assist  a  nt  A  djutan  t-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Col.  F.  B.  Pond,  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order  as  far  as  it  relates 
to  his  command. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  10.  1S61 — 11  p.  m. 
Colonel  CURTIS, 

Com  m  a  n  ding  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  command  under  arms  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning  and  man 
the  parapet.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Coan's  right  will  rest  on  Battery  No.  4 ; 
your  right  will  rest  on  his  left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ISRAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Captain,  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
August  10,  1864 — 10.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MARSTON, 

Fort  Pocahontas: 

I  desired  Colonel  Inuis  to  co-operate  with  General  Graham  in  a  move 
ment  upon  the  enemy  near  Cabin  Point  and  to  pursue  them  down  to 
Swan  Point.  Graham  landed  at  daybreak.  You  stopped  the  march 
of  Colonel  Iiinis  until  10.45  by  saying,  "  Don't  move  until  I  come.  I 
will  be  there  in  an  hour."  Do  you  not  get  up  to  make  movements 
until  10.40  ?  It  is  a  little  later  in  the  morning  than  I  am  accustomed 
to  see  my  officers  move.  Please  explain. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


FORT  POWIIATAN,  August  10,  1864. 

(Received  6.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Landed  140  men  under  Major  Von  Schilling  and  my  aide,  Lieutenant 
Benson,  and  marched  one  mile  beyond  Cabin  Point  and  returned 
without  meeting  with  any  opposition. 

CHAS.  K.  GRAHAM, 

Brig  a  dier-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT,  August  11,  1864. 
Hon.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  think  it  but  a  just  reward  for  services  already  rendered  that  Gen 
eral  Sherman  be  now  appointed  a  major-general,  W.  S.  Hancock  and 
Sheridan  brigadiers  in  the  Regular  Army.  There  are  three  vacancies 
for  major-generals  and  one  for  brigadier-general  and  Sherman's  pro 
motion  would  make  the  second.  All  these  officers  have  proven  their 
worthiness  for  this  advancement.  I  would  also  recommend  the  promo 
tion  of  Brigadier-General  Mower  to  till  the  vacant  volunteer  major- 
generalship  that  would  thus  be  created. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]  WASHINGTON,  August  11, 1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

City  Point : 

GENERAL  :  Some  forty-odd  regiments  of  Ohio  100-days'  men  are  to  be 
mustered  out  before  the  end  of  the  month.  The  term  of  service  of  a 
number  of  regiments  from  Indiana  and  other  States  expires  this  month 
and  the  early  part  of  next.  To  meet  this  loss  of  troops  there  is  scarcely 
nothing  coming  in  under  the  President's  call  and  I  fear  you  will  be 
obliged  to  send  troops  from  the  field  to  guard  certain  places,  as  West 
Virginia,  the  prison  camps,  &o.,  which  cannot  be  left  without  garri 
sons.  There  is  another  very  serious  matter  for  which  we  must  be  pre 
pared.  Pretty  strong  evidence  is  accumulating  that  there  is  a  combi 
nation  formed  or  forming  to  make  a  forcible  resistance  to  the  draft  in 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and  perhaps  some  other 
States.  The  draft  must  be  enforced,  for  otherwise  the  army  cannot  be 


112  OPERATIONS  IX  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

kept  up.  But  to  enforce  it  may  require  the  withdrawal  of  a  very  con 
siderable  [number]  of  troops  from  the  field.  This  possible,  and  I  think 
very  probable,  exigency  must  be  provided  for.  I  call  your  attention  to 
it  now  in  order  that  you  may  be  prepared  for  it  and  make  your  ar 
rangements  accordingly.  I  have  not  been  a  believer  in  most  of  the 
plots,  secret  societies,  &c.,  of  which  we  have  so  many  pretended  dis 
coveries;  but  the  people  in  many  parts  of  the  North  and  West  now 
talk  openly  and  boldly  of  resisting  the  draft,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
leaders  of  the  peace  branch  of  the  Democratic  party  are  doing  all  in 
their  power  to  bring  about  this  result.  The  evidence  of  this  has  in 
creased  very  much  within  the  last  few  days.  It  is  probably  thought 
that  such  a  thing  will  have  an  effect  upon  the  next  election,  by  show 
ing  the  inability  of  the  present  Administration  to  carry  on  the  Avar 
with  an  armed  opposition  in  the  loyal  States.  Whatever  the  object,  it 
is  thought  the  attempt  will  be  made.  Are  not  the  appearances  such 
that  we  ought  to  take  in  sail  and  prepare  the  ship  for  a  storm  ? 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General* and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  11. 1864. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  from  the  explosion  of  the  ammu 
nition  barge  on  the  Oth  instant:  Killed — 12  enlisted  men,  2  citizen  em 
ployes,  1  citizen  not  employed  by  Government,  28  colored  laborers; 
wounded — 3  commissioned  officers,  4  enlisted  men,  15  citizen  em 
ployes,  8G  colored  laborers.  Besides  these  there  were  18  others 
wounded,  soldiers  and  citizens  not  belonging  about  the  wharf.  The 
damage  to  property  was  large,  but  I  have  not  the  means  of  reporting  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  11,  1864. 

(Received  10.20  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

We  have  deserters  daily  from  both  Hill's  and  Lougstreet's  corps  fix 
ing  a  portion  of  them  at  least  in  our  front.  There  is  evidence,  how 
ever,  of  some  troops  having  gone  north  in  the  last  few  days.  It  is  not 
impossible  that  there  may  be  two  divisions,  one  from  each  of  these 
corps,  now  on  the  way  north.  Please  notify  Sheridan  of  this.  Two 
regiments  from  Foster's  department  have  arrived  here.  I  have  heard 
of  none  others. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — 11  a.  in. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT: 
The  following  forwarded  for  your  information. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  (General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  11,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL,:  T\vo  deserters  from  the  enemy  have  just  been  forwarded — 
one  from  the  Tenth  .Florida,  Finegan's  brigade,  Mahone's  division, 
Hill's  corps;  the  other  from  the  First  Confederate  Battalion,  Davis' 
brigade,  Heth's  division,  Hill's  corps.  As  far  as  their  knowledge  ex 
tends  the^e  has  been  no  change  in  the  position  of  the  enemy's  four 
divisions  now  on  the  south  side  of  the  Appomattox  in  the  last  three  or 
four  days.  Eichmond  papers  of  yesterday  had  official  reports  of  the 
evacuation  of  Fort  Powell,  in  Mobile  Harbor,  which  was  blown  up  by 
the  enemy  before  falling  into  our  hands.  They  have  no  other  informa 
tion  of  any  importance. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  C,  BABCOCK. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  llj  1864 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  report  has  just  been  received  from  the 
signal  station  near  headquarters  Eighteenth  Corps: 

A  heavy  dust  seen  extending  from  a  point  due  south  of  this  station  along  woods 
in  rear  of  city  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  Column  does  not  uncover  at  any 
point ;  has  been  passing  a  given  point  for  fifty- tivo  minutes ;  many  foot  soldiers  strag 
gling  on  road  running  parallel  and  moving  to  right.  If  I  can  catch  sight  of  column, 
I  will  report  its  nature. 

JOEDAN, 

Sergeant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STEYKER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Grant  by  General  Meade.) 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  is  respectfully  forwarded: 

JORDAN  HOUSE  STATION. 

There  has  been  a  movement  of  cavalry  this  p.  in.  with  twenty-live  wagons  and 
ambulances.  They  came  out  of  Petersburg  in  direction  of  Richmond.  It  is  impos 
sible  to  tell  the  number,  as  they  were  not  well  closed  up,  but  think  about  two  small 
regiments. 

CLARK, 

Signal  Officer. 

The  station  at  the  Walthall  house  reports  the  same  movement. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant- General  Grant. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
8  R  R— VOL  XLII,   PT   II 
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CITY  POINT.  VA.,  August  11,  1S64. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Has  any  discovery  been  made  of  the  points  where  the  enemy  seem 
to  be  mining?  If  it  can  be  ascertained  nearly  where  they  are  running 
their  mines  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  let  them  run  on  without  coun 
termining,  in  hopes  of  having  them  attack  us,  being  careful,  however,  to 
have  at  such  places  a  second  line  in  which  to  keep  our  men  and  to 
establish  batteries  to  sweep  any  breach  that  might  be  made  by -their 
explosion. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — 3.45  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  enemy's  mining  operations  are  positively 
known  at  any  point.  Major-General  Warren,  some  time  ago,  thought  he 
had  detected  evidences  of  their  mining  on  his  front,  but  he  subsequently 
concluded  he  was  mistaken.  The  arrangements  referred  to  by  you  of  a 
second  line,  &c.,  were  at  that  time  made  by  him. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — G  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  11,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  deserters  have  just  been  forwarded  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  ail  from  Mahone's  division  of 
A.  P.  Hill's  corps:  Private  Crenshaw,  Ninth  Alabama,  Sanders'  bri 
gade,  came  in  9th  instant,  12  m.  Private  Fife,  Ninth  Alabama,  Sanders' 
brigade,  came  in  9th  instant,  9.30  p.  m.  Private  King,  Ninth  Alabama, 
Sanders'  brigade,  came  in  9th  instant,  9.30  p.  m.  Private  Hammond, 
Sixty-fourth  Georgia,  Wright's  brigade,  came  in  10th  instant,  5  a.  m. 
Private  Van,  Sixty-fourth  Georgia,  Wright's  brigade,  came  in  10th  in 
stant,  5  a.  in.  Private  Wen,  Sixty-first  Virginia,  Weisiger's  brigade, 
came  in  9th  instant,  12  m.  Private  Clarke,  Eleventh  Alabama, 
Sanders'  brigade,  came  in  10th  instant,  3  a.  in.  Creushaw  states  that 
he  heard  from  a  man  belonging  to  his  regiment,  who  had  lately  seen  a 
man  from  Orange  Court-House,  that  Kershaw's  division,  of  Long- 
street's  corps,  had  passed  through  Orange  Court-House  on  the  way  to 
the  Valley.  Cannot  give  the  exact  time;  it  was  four  or  five  days  ago. 
Wen  states  that  it  is  believed  in  camp  that  one  division  of  Lougstreet's 
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corps  has  gone  to  Hood's  army  and  another  to  the  Valley.  lie  also 
states  that  a  man  from  Wilcox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  came  from 
Cham'n's  farm  to  his  regiment  a  few  days  since,  at  which  time  Wilcox 
was  between  the  Appom'attox  and  James  Rivers,  in  front  of  Major- 
General  Butler.  All  of  deserters  corroborate  previous  information 
concerning  the  forces  and  their  position  on  the  south  of  the  Appomattox, 
viz:  Four  divisions,  posted  from  right  to  left  as  follows:  Mahone,  Heth, 
Hoke,  and  Bushrod  Johnson.  Mahone's  division  is  located  as  follows: 
Wright's  brigade,  on  extreme  right,  not  in  trenches;  Weisiger's  bri 
gade,  next  in  line;  Sanders' brigade,  next  in  line;  Harris'  brigade,  next 
in  line;  Finegan's  brigade,  next  in  line,  on  extreme  left  of  the  division, 
and  extending  across  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  According  to  the 
statements  of  these  deserters  the  strength  of  Weisiger's  brigade  has 
been  reduced  to  750  men ;  that  of  Sanders'  brigade  has  been  reduced 
to  800  men  for  duty.  Great  disposition  to  desert  in  Sanders'  brigade. 

NOTE. — From  the  right  of  the  line  we  have  information  of  Long- 
street's  corps  to  the  following  dates:  Field's  division  near  New  Market, 
or  Deep  Bottom,  August  8;  Kershaw's  division  in  General  Butler's 
front,  in  rear  of  Pickett's,  August  7;  Pickett's  division  in  General 
Butler's  front,  August  7.  The  position  of  Wilcox's  division,  of  A.  P.  Hill's 
corps,  is  uncertain.  General  Butler  telegraphs,  on  the  4th  instant,  that 
"  Wilcox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  is  reported  as  being  between  New 
Market  and  Chaffin's  farm.  This,  however,  needs  confirmation." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  11,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  etc.  : 

There  is  very  strong  evidence,  aside  from  that  brought  in  by  de 
serters,  that  the  enemy  are  sending  troops  north.  I  think  one  division 
each  from  Hill's  and  Longstreet's  corps  have  gone.  Is  our  line  now  in 
position  to  be  held  by  two  corps! 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
Referred  to  Major  Duane,  chief  engineer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864—11  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Reply  to  telegram  of  7.30  delayed  to  get  report  of  engineer  officer. 
Engineers  report  it  will  require  three  days  to  complete  the  redoubts 
and  rifle-pits  in  the  fronts  occupied  by  the  Ninth  and  Fifth  Corps,  and 
three  days  more  to  prepare  all  the  abatis.  This  work  can  only  be  ex 
ecuted  at  night,  it  being  under  the  enemy's  fire;  and  owing  to  the  ex 
treme  heat  of  the  weather  and  other  causes  the  work  is  not  as  rapidly 
executed  as  I  expected.  I  have  given  orders  to  put  on  the  maximum 
force  and  push  it.  I  know  nothing  ofThe  condition  of  the  work  on  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  line. 

.         '  GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

T  *T  ll  I  Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point  : 

Deserter  to-day  states  that  it  was  reported  in  camp  that  Kershaw's 
division  passed  through  Orange  Court-House  for  the  Valley  four  or  five 
days  ago.  Six  deserters  from  Malione's  division  to-day.  No  changes 
south  of  Appomattox. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK]. 

CITY  POINT,  August  11,  1864. 
Lieutenant  DAVENPORT, 

General  Butler's  Staff: 

A  negro  who  left  Richmond  Monday  says  that  on  Sunday  morning 
Fitzhugh  Lee's  division  of  cavalry  came  through  Richmond  from  toward 
Petersburg  and  passed  out  on  the  Brook  turnpike;  that  they  were 
more  than  an  hour  in  passing,  and  the  white  folks  said  they  were  going 
to  re-enforce  Early.  He  also  thinks  that  trains  were  sent  up  on  the 
Central  Railroad  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  with  infantry.  What  he 
knows  about  the  infantry  is  very  indistinct,  but  he  states  the  story 
about  the  cavalry  with  many  circumstantial  facts. 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  d'c. 


AUGUST  11, 1804. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER. 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

A  party  of  fifteen  of  enemy  have  just  begun  a  new  work  1,000  yards 
to  left  of  Chimneys.  Enemy  still  hauling  logs  to  the  front.  A  party 
of  forty  of  the  enemy  left  their  first  line  and  moved  off  toward  Peters 
burg.  They  had  knapsacks,  haversacks,  &c.,  but  no  muskets.  No 
other  change.  All  quiet. 
Respectfully, 

WARTS. 


AUGUST  11,  1804. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

No  change.  Few  of  enemy  were  laboring  on  work  about  500  yards 
to  right  of  Chimneys,  but  our  batteries  have  driven  them  away.  Some 
of  the  timber  that  the  enemy  have  been  hauling  to  first  line  of  works 
is  now  being  used  to  brace  up  works. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant. 
(Same  to  Major  Fisher.) 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  11,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  11.30  a.  m.  1,000  cavalry  moved  to  our  right  on  line  of  Weldon 
railroad,  and  150  horses  (leading),  followed  by  a  train  of  34  ambulances 
and  Gl  wagons,  a  few  wagons  loaded  with  grain  in  the  sheaf. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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TREE  STATION,  August  ll,  186-1 — 2  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

At  11.30  a.  in.  thirty-six  wagons  seen  moving  toward  our  right  on 
road  near  lead- works.  A  force  of  cavalry  have  just  passed  on  the 
Richmond  and  Petersburg  road  going  toward  Richmond.  They  were 
ten  minutes  passing  and  were  followed  by  six  wagons.  Another  com 
pany  followed  the  wagons,  taking  four  minutes  to  pass.  There  were 
two  tlags,  both  red.  Wagons  have  been  passing  just  beyond  on  same 
road  for  about  twenty  minutes,  going  toward  Eichmand.  I  counted 
thirteen  before  the  cavalry  came  and  thirty  after  they  had  passed. 

T.  U.  FEAEEY, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC.  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  11.  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  following  dispatches  are  respectfully  for  warded: 

PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION. 

At  2. 30  p.m.  a  body  of  cavalry  moved  to  our  right  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad, 
followed  by  a  train  of  fourteen  wagons,  but  owing  to  the-  smoke  intervening,  blown 
from  the  burning  woods  upon  our  left,  a  correct  estimate  as  to  the  number  of  cavalry 
could  not  be  made.  They  probably  numbered  500;  were  ten  minutes  in  passing. 
No  other  movement  visible  since  last  report.  No  change  in  camp  visible. 

FULTON. 

WALTIIALL  HOUSE  STATION. 

Between  2  and  3  p.  m.  saw  heavy  dust  extending  from  lead-works  across  tbe  city; 
could  not  see  what  was  moving,  but  from  dust  judged  that  the  movement  was 
toward  our  right.  It  lasted  twenty  minutes.  A  similar  line  of  dust  seen  about  5 
p.m.  The  movement  in  same  direction.  The  enemy  have  been  conveying  long  tim 
ber  from  the  wood  toward  Fort  Clifton.  Enemy  reports  an  increase  of  hospital 
tents  near  Point  of  Rocks. 

FEAREY, 

Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEE, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  li.  1SG1 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREY?;, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL,.  The  following  dispatches  are  respectfully  forwarded : 

JORDAN  HOUSE  STATION. 

There  has  been  a  movement  of  cavalry  this  p.  m.  with  twenty-five  wagons  and 
ambulances.  They  came  out  of  Petersburg  in  direction  of  Richmond.  It  is  impos 
sible  to  tell  the  number,  as  they  were  not  well  closed  up,  but  think  about  two  small 
regiments. 

CLARK, 

Signal  Officer. 

The  station  at  the  Walthall  house  reports  the  same  movement. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEE, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

,       August  11,  1864.— 0.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  dust  reported  at  12.10  this  p.  in.  I  think  must  have  arisen  from 
teams  moving  from  enemy's  left  and  disappearing-  in  woods  at  point 
about  southwest,  or  near  Dinwiddie  road.  A  signal  station  in  rear  of 
city  at  a  point  south-southwest  plainly  visible.  Enemy  yet  busy  on 
works  northwest  and  west-northwest  of  this  station.  Fire  in  Peters 
burg  between  3  and  4  this  a.  m. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


ITDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 
Maj.  JOHN  HANCOCK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Div.,  Second  Corps: 
MAJOR  :  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  turned 
over  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  to  Col.  C.  A.  Craig,  One  hun 
dred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

I  am,  major,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  J.  MADILL, 
Colonel  lllst  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  186  i — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have,  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  in  my 
front  during  the  night. 

G.  K.  WARREN", 
Majo  r-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864—9  p.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  transpired  in 
my  front  to-day.  Nine  deserters  from  the  enemy  were  received  and 
forwarded  to  the  provost-marshal-general.  Four  hundred  men  are  at 
work  to-night  at  Battery  Tilton. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11.  1861—9  p.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  worthy  of  note  has  occurred 
on  my  front  to-day.     To-night  the  picket-firing  is  quite  brisk. 

A.  E.  BUKXSIDE, 

Major-  General. 
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KDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  V«.,  August  llj  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistan t  Adjutan t- General : 

SiR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  my  tour  of  duty  no 
movements  were  observed  in  the  rebel  line,  but  that  they  are  reported 
to  be  strengthening  their  works  opposite  the  Fourth  Division.  The 
traverses  of  the  First  Division  front  need  improvement,  which  can  be 
accomplished  by  the  men  in  the  trenches  with  little  labor.  The  oiiiccr 
of  the  Second  Division  reports  a  new  and  strong  work  to  the  right  of 
the  blown-up  fort  and  in  the  thick  woods,  and  he  also  recommends 
drainage  of  the  covered  way  near  the  railroad  and  deepening  the  ap 
proaches  in  a  few  points.  Xo  change  was  observed  in  the  Third  Divis 
ion,  and  no  recommendations  are  made.  In  the  Fourth  Division 
nothing  unusual  occurred.  The  policing  of  the  Second  and  Third  Di 
visions  has  been  improved  since  my  last  tour  of  duty,  but  in  rear  of  all 
the  divisions  the  men  are  in  the  practice  of  using  the  unoccupied  works 
as  sinks,  and  in  the  Second  Division,  near  one  of  the  batteries,  there  is 
a  sink  which  I  have  called  attention  to  twice,  and  which  is  shamefully 
bad.  All  the  ditches  in  rear  of  the  works  need  to  be  widened. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILBERT  T.  ROBIXSOX, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comely,  tiecond  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

[Indorsement.] 

Directions  have  been  given  to  make  the  improvements  reccmmended 
in  the  above  report. 

LEWIS  RICHMOND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  11,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  has  been  but  slight 
firing  on  my  front  during  the  day.  Brigade  commanders  report  that 
the  enemy  is  apparently  repairing  the  fort  blown  up  on  the  30th  ultimo. 
The  men  can  be  seen  and  heard  at  work.  My  lines  are  kept  in  good 
repair,  and  are  strengthened  wherever  there  appears  need  for  addi 
tional  defenses. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  MOUNTED  RIFLES,  XEW  YORK  YOLS., 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  11,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  division  officer  of  the  day 
for  the  10th  instant  that  I  find  the  trenches  generally  effective  and 


120  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

protective.  With  ordinary  care  the  men  defending  them  are  protected 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  health  of  the  men  serving  along  and 
near  the  line  of  railroad  require  that  a  strong  pioneer  force  be  ordered 
to  draw  off  the  stagnant  and  putrid  water  by  filling  the  ditch  on  the  west 
side,  which  will  force  the  water  out,  at  the  same  time  cover  all  sources 
of  disease  so  abundant  in  that  locality.  Considerable  policing  was 
done  yesterday,  and  the  camps  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades  much 
improved,  but  two  or  three  points  along  the  sap  by  which  the  outer 
lines  are  approached  need  raising.  With  these  trifling  exceptions,  the 
approaches  are  good  and  safe.  1  observe  to  the  right  of  the  fort  of  the 
enemy  blown  up  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  farther  back  in  a  thick  woods, 
quite  a  large  earth-work  has  been  thrown  up,  the  only  recent  change 
noticed  in  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  this  division. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  FISK, 
Colonel  Second  Mounted  Rifles,  New  York  Vols.. 

Division  Officer  of  the  Day,  August  10,  1864. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 
In  the  Field,  August  11,  1864—6.05  p.  m. 

Colonel  SIIARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal- General,  City  Point: 

Everything  in  our  front  here  remains  as  heretofore.  On  the  north 
side  of  James  deserters  report  no  changes.  Nothing,  I  am  confident, 
has  left  our  entire  front.  I  telegraphed  you  yesterday,  but  received  no 
answer. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieut.,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 
In  the  Field,  August  11,  1864 — 9.50  p.  m. 

Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost- Marshal- General,  City  Point: 

I  have  just  received  a  deserter  from  Terry's  brigade.  He  reports  that 
a  rumor  exists  in  their  camp  that  all  of  Long-street's  corps,  save  Pickett, 
have  gone  to  Richmond,  and  thence  north.  A  gentleman  from  Rich 
mond,  who  was  seen  by  a  comrade  of  his  last  night,  informed  them  that 
he  had  seen  them  in  Richmond.  The  man  knows  nothing  of  any  one  in 
his  rear,  and  says  that  he  knows  the  cavalry  all  left.  Kershaw's  divis 
ion  was  in  their  rear.  I  imagine,  and  indeed  believe,  that  very  likely 
they  have  gone  as  he  says.  No  deserters  from  Field's  to-day.  He  may 
have  gone  with  them.  It  is  believed  in  Pickett's  division  that  they 
are  about  to  march  and  to  be  relieved  by  Heth's  division.  There  is 
strong  circumstantial  evidence  to  confirm  this. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieut.,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 
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HDQTIS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER. 

August  11,  1864. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Water  Battery  reports  at  4.25  p.  m. 
that  u  the  enemy  have  thrown  up  works  to  the  north  and  east  of  Cox's 
Mill  to  day." 

Very  respectfully,  £c., 

L.  B.  XORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  August  11,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  RAMSAY, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  U.  S.  Army, 

Winders  l>uilding,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

I  have  sixteen  Coehorns  in  position  and  could  fire  1,000  rounds  daily 
to  advantage.  My  supply  of  this  ammunition  is  nearly  exhausted, 
although  it  has  been  economized  to  our  serious  detriment,  the  rebel 
mortar  fire  now  exceeding  our  own.  In  response  to  my  letter  of  15th 
instant  and  telegram  of  19th  instant,  I  have  only  received  about  1,700 
rounds.  If  possible  I  urgently  request  a  prompt  filling  of  the  requisitions 
for  20,000  rounds,  with  preparations  for  a  further  supply  if  called  for. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Siege  Train. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  August  11,  1864—5.25  a.  m. 
Colonel  CURTIS, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

COLONEL:  Your  troops  will  not  be  kept  under  arms  any  longer,  as 
the  "emergency  is  passed."    They  will  be  returned  to  their  camps. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Turner : 

ISRAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Captain,  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Fort  Pocahontas,  Va.,  August  11,  1864. 

Major-General  BUTLER  : 

On  the  9th  of  August,  at  2.30  p.m.,  I  received  the  following  dispatch 
from  Colonel  Innis,  commanding  at  Fort  Powhatan : 

A  white  nigger  has  just  reported  to  me  that  there  are  three  companies  of  cavalry 
within  three  miles  of  this  fort;  also  a  large  infantry  force  on  the  SurryCoiirt-House 
road.  He  says.  3,000 — I  think  the  400  or  500 1  spoke  to  you  about  yesterday.  I  sent 
out  thirty  or  forty  cavalry  to  repair  tho  telegraph  line  this  a.  m.,  but  they  were 
driven  in.  What  shall  I  do? 

At  3  p.  m.  I  sent  the  following  to  Colonel  Innis: 
Keep  a  sharp  lookout,  but  don't  risk  surprise  or  capture. 

Deeming  it  important  to  destroyer  capture  tlie  rebel  force  that  was 
interrupting  the  telegraph  at  3.45  p.  m.  I  telegraphed  to  Captain  Pit- 
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kin,  at  City  Point,  to  send  me  a  steamer  that  night,  to  enable  me  to 
cross  the  river  with  a  part  of  my  force  at  this  post,  to  which  I  received 
no  reply  until  between  7  and  8  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  in 
stant,  when  the  steamer  called  for  reported.  My  purpose  was  to  send 
a  section  of  my  light  battery  and  about  150  men  to  Fort  Powhatan  in 
the  evening,  and  during  the  night  to  land  about  250  men  below  Cabin 
Point,  and  endeavor  to  surprise  the  rebels  at  daylight  this  morning  by 
a  simultaneous  movement  of  both  detachments.  At  9.30  a.  m.  August 
10  I  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Colonel  Innis: 

We  are  about  sending  out  all  our  available  force.  In  case  we  arc  driven  in  can  I 
depend  upon  you  for  assistance? 

To  which  I  replied : 

Make  no  movement  until  I  roine ;  will  be  with  you  in  an  hour. 

In  less  than  one  hour  I  was  at  Fort  Powhatan,  and  then  and  there 
first  learned  that  General  Graham  had  sent  a  force  dow,n  the  river,  and 
that  Colonel  Innis  had  been  requested  to  co-operate  with  him.  I  imme 
diately  directed  Colonel  Innis  to  send  out  all  the  men  he  could  possibly 
spare  and  sent  back  to  Wilson's  Landing  for  375  men,  100  of  whom 
I  directed  to  remain  at  Fort  Powhatan,  and  275  I  sent  to  re-enforce  the 
detachment  sent  forward  by  Colonel  Innis.  A  part  of  the  force  marched 
as  far  as  Cabin  Point  and  scouted  the  country  about  there,  arrested 
several  citizens  who,  with  one  exception,  persisted  that  no  more  than 
six  rebel  soldiers  had  been  seen  recently  in  that  neighborhood.  From 
one  party  they  learned  that  about  seventy-five  rebel  cavalry  had  that 
morning  gone  off  on  the  Blackwater  road.  They  found  the  telegraph 
line  down  at  several  points  but  not  broken.  Between  8  and  9  o'clock 
the  force  returned  to  Fort  Powhatan. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Swain,  which  accounts  for 
the  fact  that  no  communication  -was  received  from  Fort  Powhatan  on 
the  night  of  the  9th  instant.  To  your  remark  about  not  getting  up  to 
make  movements  until  10.45,  I  have  no  reply  to  make,  feeling  that  the 
same  was  uncalled  for  and  unjust. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILMAN  MAKSTON, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
/ 

[Inclosure.] 

FORT  POCAIIONTAS,  TA.,  August  11,1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  MARSTON, 

Commanding  Brigade: 

GENERAL  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  I  was  at  the  signal  station  at  this  post  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
instant  until  fifteen  minutes  of  11  o'clock,  and  gave  my  men  instruc 
tions  to  use  extra  caution  on  \vatch.  My  sergeant  at  Fort  Powhatan 
states  that  he  called  this  station  from  11  to  12  o'clock  that  night. 
During  the  afternoon  and  just  previous  to  sunset  we  could  communi 
cate  by  signals  only  at  intervals,  and  I  have  reason  to  suppose  that 
during  the  time  this  station  was  called  the  smoke  in  the  atmosphere 
prevented  their  torch  from  being  seen  at  this  distance,  nearly  eight 
miles. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  M.  SWAIN, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

A  ugust  11,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT. 

A  deserter  came  in  this  a.m.;  reports  that  lie  heard  a  cook,  who  came 
to  his  regiment  last  night  from  the  other  side  of  Petersburg,  say  that 
he  heard  a  man  just  from  Richmond  say  that  part  of  Lee's  troops  were 
going  north  through  Richmond  yesterday.  As  cars  were  running  on 
the  Richmond  railroad  during  the  night  there  may  be  something  in 
the  report. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers. 


NORFOLK,  August  11,  1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER: 

COLONEL:  The  order  intended  for  Colonel  Garrard's  cavalry  to 
relieve  Colonel  Dimon's  regiment,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  as 
provost-guard  in  this  district,  was  inadvertently  sent  to  these  head 
quarters  for  transmission.  Colonel  Garrard's  cavalry  is  not  in  this 
command.  He  has  probably  not  received  the  order.  No  troops  here 
to  relieve  Colonel  Dirnon.  I  shall  be  at  the  front  Saturday. 

G.  F.  SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  X.  C.,  August  11,  1864. 
E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington.  D.  C. : 

SIR  :  The  nature  of  the  proposition  I  shall  make  in  this  communica 
tion  must  be  the  excuse  I  offer  for  sending  direct  to  you.  There  is  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  proximity  to  our  lines,  quite  a  large 
supply  of  cotton  which  I  am  convinced  can  be  procured  for  the  Govern 
ment  if  I  can  be  permitted  [to  use]  my  oAvn  extraordinary  means  of 
obtaining  it.  This  cotton  has  been  inland  for  a  long  time,  or  a  great 
deal  of  it  hid  away  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  from  the  rebel  Govern 
ment  or  from  raiding  parties  of  our  forces.  The  owners  have  in  many 
instances  expressed  a  perfect  willingness  to  dispose  of  it  to  our  Gov 
ernment,  but  the  first  attempt  to  get  it  from  the  hiding-places  to  points 
where  I  could  receive  it  would  be  the  cause~of  its  being  seized  or 
destroyed  by  the  rebels.  The  owners,  too,  in  most  cases,  are  men  who 
have  had  the  confidence  of  the  former  commander  of  Plymouth,  and 
before  the  fall  of  that  place  promises  of  assistance  to  get  the  cotton 
within  our  lines  were  made.  Xow  I  would  propose  to  obtain  this  cotton 
in  this  way:  Whisky  will  draw  cotton  when  nothing  else  will,  and  a 
trustworthy,  honorable  man  here  makes  the  proposition  to  place  at 
points  where  I  can  easily  send  for  it  some  hundreds  of  bales,  at  the 
rate  of  a  bale  of  cotton  for  a  barrel  of  whisky.  Now  a  bale  of  cotton 
is  worth  to  the  Government  at  least  §500  over  and  above  the  cost  of 
transportation,  and  the  common  whisky  is  worth,  or  costs  the  Govern 
ment  here,  say  $50  to  $GO.  It  is  probable  that  from  1,500  to  2,000  bales 
could  be  procured  in  this  way,  thus  placing  a  large  amount  of  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  we  put  this 
cotton  out  of  the  way  of  the  rebels.  They  will,  I  fear,  sooner  or  later 
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get  it  if  we  do  not.  Then  the  whisky  will  do  our  enemies  no  good. 
It  will  do  them  more  harm,  and  for  my  part  1  would  not  care  how  much 
they  had,  if  we  could  get  sinews  of  war  in  exchange  for  it.  It  is  no 
use  for  us  to  send  raiding  parties  for  this  cotton  or  to  send  agents  to 
purchase  it  with  our  money;  thus  would  we  insure  its  destruction.  As 
a  matter  of  course  the  person  who  is  to  procure  this  cotton  is  worthy 
of  his  hire,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  leave  to  you  or  to  me  if  his  propo 
sition  be  accepted.  It  is  my  impression  that  the  one-tenth  of  all  cotton 
so  procured  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  reward.  I  beg  an  early  reply  to 
this,  and  if  the  plan  seems  a  good  one  I  beg  that  the  commissary  of 
subsistence  at  New  York  be  directed  to  send  at  once  to  the  commis 
sary  department  here  100  barrels  of  common  whisky;  1)00  more  if  I 
direct  a  requisition  for  that  amount  to  be  made  on  him,  and  still 
another  900  if  the  venture  should  prove  a  success. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Send  orders  to  Major-General  Hancock  to  move  his  command  as  soon 
as  practicable  to  City  Point.  His  artillery  and  trains  to  be  sent  to 
night,  or  at  such  time  as  not  to  be  seen  by  the  enemy,  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Point  of  Eocks  bridge,  cross  the  same  and  move  over  to  some  point 
in  rear  of  the  center  of  General  Butler's  line  and  out  of  sight  of  the 
enemy.  Send  orders  to  Gregg  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
relieve  his  division  by  Kautz's  command  to-night,  Kautz  to  protect  our 
left  and  rear  and  watch  over  to  the  James.  Gregg,  with  his  division,  to 
move  to-morrow  to  Point  of  Eocks,  at  such  time  as  his  movement  will  be 
concealed  from  the  enemy,  cross  the  bridge,  and  move  to  Deep  Bottom 
and  across  the  James,  reporting  to  Hancock.  Be  particular  in  notify 
ing  all  officers  that  the  orders  are  confidential,  and  every  effort  must 
be  made  to  conceal  the  destination  of  the  several  corps  from  their  own 
troops  as  well  as  the  enemy.  The  idea  will  be  held  out  that  the  Ninth 
Corps  is  going  to  Washington. 

[MEADE.] 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE,  August  12, 1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER  : 

A  large  wagon  train  moving  west,  apparently  from  Butler's  front, 
has  just  passed  open  space  about  six  miles  northwest  from  this  point. 
Enemy's  signal  officers  report  one  regiment  of  cavalry  crossing  pontoon 
to  Prince  George  side,  also  unusual  number  of  gun-boats  and  steamers 
above  pontoon. 

T.  E.  CLAEK, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864. 
Major  FISHER  : 

A  column  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  followed  by  thirty-eight  wagons, 
Las  just  passed  a  point  on  the  Eichmoud  turnpike  north  40  degrees 
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west  from  here,  going-  toward  Richmond.  The  column  occupied  forty 
minutes  in  passing,  independent  of  the  wagons,  and  carried  at  least  two 
battle-Hags  which  were  visible.  The  enemy's  signal  officers  report  con 
siderable  activity  among  our  shipping  oft'  Point  of  Eocks  and  a  regiment 
of  cavalry  crossing  pontoon  bridge  to  this  side. 

C.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  12,'lS64. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Crawford  is  sent  for  your 
information.  The  man  is  on  his  way  to  your  headquarters : 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864. 

GENERAL:  Two  men  belonging  to  the  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps  deserted  to  the 
enemy  last  evening.  A  deserter  named  Frederick  Schaunel,  Company  C,  Eighth  Ala 
bama,  Sanders'  brigade,  of  Mahone's  division,  came  into  my  lines  this  evening.  He 
left  Richmond  on  Sunday  last,  having  been  in  the  hospital  there.  He  confirms  the 
report  I  sent  on  the  8th  in  regard  to  Kershaw's  division,  of  Lougstreet's  corps,  having 
gone  to  the  Valley.  He  saw  Kershaw's  old  brigade  of  the  division  pass  through 
Richmond  on  Sunday.  He  says  also  that  more  of  that  corps  has  gone  north.  He 
states  also  that  Major  Duncan,  of  Mahoiie's  staff,  said  to  the  division  surgeon  (Wood) 
in  his  presence  that  Lee  had  certainly  gone  north.  A  man  who  had  returned  to  the 
regiment  yesterday  says  that  an  artillery  train  passed  through  Richmond  on  Tuesday 
going  to  Early,  and  that  as  he  came  down  to  Petersburg  he  saw  wagon  trains  of 
cavalry  going  northward.  This  man  repeats  the  story  of  a  mine  being,  constructed 
toward  the  fort  on  Griffin's  front.  He  says  that  twenty  men  from  each  regiment  are 
on  daily  detail  to  work  at  this  mine  and  that  the  men  from  his  regiment  told  him 
where  they  were  at  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Brigadicr-deneral. 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864 — 5.4 5  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  Lieutenant  General  Grant's  information. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  12,1864 — 2  p.  in. 

(Received  10.40  p.  in.) 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  U.  S.  ARMY: 

Think  I  have  shipped  means  of  transportation  as  follows:  239  teams 
of  the  Sixth  Corps  and  ±'23  of  the  Cavalry  Corps,  making  067  wagons 
and  teams  completed.  They  are  ordered  to  be  reported  to  General  D. 
U.  Rucker.  Please  advise  him  that  no  more  will  be  sent  at  present,  and 
that  those  forwarded  should  retain  their  present  organizations  and 
should  join  the  commands  to  which  they  appertain.  When  necessary 


126  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

any  number  more  of  organized  trains  can  be  sent.  I  will  now  bold 
transports  until  it  is  decided  about  moving;  troops.  Two  or  three 
divisions  of  rebel  troops  have  lately  left  our  front. 

KUFUS  IXGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  12,  186-1. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Perry's  brigade  (now  Finegau's), 
Eighth  Florida  Regiment,  came  into  our  lines  about  7  o'clock  last  even 
ing.  They  bring  no  important  information.  As  far  as  they  know  the 
enemy's  position  remains  unchanged.  They  report  that  the  enemy  are 
sinking  shafts,  either  mining  or  countermining,  at  a  point  very  near 
the  Jerusalem  plank  road  and  on  the  part  of  the  line  occupied  by  Fiii- 
egan's  (Florida)  brigade. 

NOTE. — This  was  reported  by  one  of  Finegan's  men  yesterday,  who 
had  seen  the  shafts.     One  of  them  he  said  was  about  150  yards  from 
the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  and  about  sixty  yards  in  rear  of  the  trenches. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  12,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received: 

CITY  POINT,  August  12,  1864. 
J.  C.  BABCOCK: 

Deserters  received  to-day  from  Pickett's  and  Hoke's  divisions  and  Scales'  brigade 
all  agree  that  the  cavalry  before  reported  and  Kershaw's  division  are  gone  to  Early. 
Nothing  heard  to-day  of  Field's  division,  but  the  probabilities  are  that  he  has  gone. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  12,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter  from  the  Eighth  Alabama,  Sanders'  brigade,. 
Mahone's  division,  Hill's  corps,  came  in  this  afternoon  about  1.30 
o'clock.  He  states  that  he  left  Richmond  last  Sunday  morning  (where 
he  has  been  for  the  past  two  months  in  hospital)  for  Petersburg,  at 
which  time  he  saw  Kershaw's  old  brigade  marching  from  the  Peters 
burg  depot  to  the  Virginia  Central  depot,  on  the  way  to  Early,  in  the 
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Valley;  that  nc  asked  what  brigade  it  was,  and  where  they  were  going; 
that  troops  were  inarching  through  Richmond  all  night  last  Saturday 
night,  and  took  the  cars  at  the  Central  depot;  understood  that  all  of 
Kershaw's  division  was  going  to  the  Valley,  and  had  passed  through 
Kiehinoiid  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning  last;  informant  knows 
nothing  of  Field's  division;  thinks  Kershaw's  division  is  all  that  has 
gone;  reports  no  change  in  the  enemy's  position  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Appomnttox;  it  is  generally  understood  that  the  enemy  is  mining 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Griffin;  shafts  are  being  sunk  in  Finegan's 
brigade;  General  Ewell  is  in  command  of  the  defenses  of  Richmond; 
there  are  no  troops  in  the  fortifications  or  about  the  city  other  than  the 
home  guards  and  city  battalions:  saw  Richmond  papers  of  to-day — 
they  had  no  further  news  from  Atlanta  or  Mobile. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


CITY  POINT,  August  12,  1864. 
J.  C.  BABCOCK: 

We  have  five  refugees  forwarded  through  our  depot  who  left  Rich 
mond  last  night  at  8  o'clock.  During  the  night  of  Saturday  and  Sun 
day  troops  were  marched  through  Richmond  to  the  Central  depot. 
Great  care  was  taken  to  conceal  the  movement,  and  they  were  reported 
at  one  time  as  two  divisions,  and  at  another  as  two  brigades.  The 
cavalry  was  well  known  to  be  Fitzhugh  Lee's.  The  artillery  went 
through  Sunday  nig-ht  and  was  counted  at  twenty  pieces.  Dispatch 
from  Captain  Leet  says  that  our  men  report  these  troops  to  have  passed 
through  Gordonsville.  Dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Davenport  during 
the  night  showing  reason  to  believe  that  McLaws  and  Field  have  left. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


HEADQITARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Deserter  from  Eighth  Alabama  left  Richmond  hospital  on  Sunday 
morning  last.  Saw  Kershaw's  old  brigade  passing  through  the  city  to 
take  the  cars  at  Virginia  Central  Railroad  depot.  Troops  passed  through 
Richmond  all  night  on  Saturday  last,  and  it  was  well  understood  that 
all  of  Kershaw's  division  took  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  between 
dark  on  Saturday  and  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  last.  lie  knows 
nothing  at  all  of  Field's  division. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK]. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 
In  the  Field,  August  12,  1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal-General,  City  Point: 

Three  deserters  from  Pickett's  division  received  this  a.  m.  They 
report  all  the  cavalry  in  their  rear  to  have  left  on  Saturday  night  and 
gone  to  the  Valley.  Kershaw's  division  has  also  left  their  rear  and 
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gone  to  Richmond  and  thence  on.  They  state  that  two  other  divisions 
went  with  Kershaw's,  but  whose  they  do  not  know.  I  have  nothing-  as 
yet  from  the  north  side  of  the  James.  I  fear  Field  has  left  there,  but 
know  nothing  of  it. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal.  . 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  12,  1801 — 7  p.  m. 
Colonel  SIIARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal-General : 

Deserters  to-day  from  Hoke's  and  Pickett's  divisions  and  Scales'  bri 
gade.  No  further  news  of  interest.  All  insist  that  troops  have  left  for 
the  Valley.  Some  have  it  more  and  some  less.  None  to-day  from  Field. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provjst- Marshal. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  12,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal- General,  City  Point: 

Two  refugees,  just  in  from  Richmond,  leaving  there  on  Tuesday  noom 
say  there  was  infantry  went  upon  the  cars  to  the  Valley  on  Saturday 
night.  Don't  know  what.  On  Sunday  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry, 
Stuart's  light  horse  artillery,  with  some  other  battery,  went  through. 
The  infantry  was  Kershaw  beyond  a  doubt.  I  do  not  think  Field  has 
gone.  Hope  to  ascertain  to-uiorrow. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-dc-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  12,  1864—8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  7.15  a.  in.  a  body  of  cavalry,  numbering  1,100,  moved  to  our  right 
on  line  of  Wehlon  railroad,  followed  by  a  train  of  twelve  ambulances 
and  forty-one  wagons.  Still  working  on  front  line,  left  of  Gregory's 
house.  No  change  in  camps. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SIGNAL  STATION,  PLANK  ROAD, 

August  12,  1864 — 7.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Thirteen  wagons  to  our  right  and  fifteen  to  our  left  this  a.  m.,  besides 
train  with  cavalry  already  reported.  About  100  men,  with  arms  and 
knapsacks,  moved  to  our  left  in  line  of  Weldon  railroad  at  5.30  p.  m. 
Enemy  hauling  logs  in  considerable  quantities  in  forts  on  our  right  and 
front.  No  change  of  camps. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  12,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  reports  just 
received : 

JORDAN  HOUSE — 9.45  a.  m. 

A  column  of  cavalry  has  just  passed  Whitchcad's  going  to  our  right  marching  by 
twos,  and  forty-five  minutes  in  passing  a  point;  were  followed  by  six  ambulances. 
Straggling  cavalrymen  are  constantly  passing  to  our  right. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 

NEAR  HKADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS — 9  a.  m. 
Enemy  at  work  in  small  squads  at  different  points  of  line. 

LYON, 
Lieutenant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order: 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First-Lieutenant,  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 


AUGUST  12,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

An  hour  ago  twenty-eight  wagons  passed  toward  city  on  the  road  to 
the  left  of  lead- works.  Enemy's  signal  officer  reports  a  company  of  cav 
alry  crossing  pontoon  bridge  toward  Bermuda  Hundred. 

C.  L.  DAVIS. 

Captain,  &c. 


AUGUST  12,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  column  of  enemy's  cavalry,  followed  by  thirty-eight  wagons,  has 
just  passed  a  point  on  Richmond  turnpike  north  40  degrees  west  from 
here,  going  toward  Richmond.  The  column  occupied  forty  minutes  in 
passing  independent  of  the  wagons,  and  carried  at  least  two  battle- 
flags  which  were  visible.  Enemy's  signal  officer  reports  considerable 
activity  among  our  shipping  off  Point  of  Rocks,  and  a  regiment  of  cav 
alry  crossing  pontoon  bridge  to  this  side. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

•  Captain,  &c. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  12,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

An  unusual  amount  of  stir  in  enemy's  wagon  tram  visible  to-day- 
One  train  of  twenty-three  wagons  passed  a  point  about  three  miles 
west  of  this  station,  moving  on  a  road  running  to  enemy's  depot  of  sup 
plies  on  Petersburg  and  Richmond  Railroad;  also,  train  of  nine  wagons 
on  same  road  moving  in  opposite  direction,  ^o  further  movement 
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noticed  on  road  reported  this  in.  .At  4  p.m.  a  body  of  cavalry,  esti 
mated  at  350  men,  passed  a  point  about  half  a  mile  to  right  of  Farley's 
house,  moving  south-southwest.  A  considerable  dust  seen  occasionally 
nearly  all  day  on  roads  south  and  west  of  city,  and  should  think  it  in 
dicated  more  than  the  usual  travel  on  main  roads.  Since  4  p.  in.  dust 
and  smoke  have  inclosed  whole  country  round  city. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

.  Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  12,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received,  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded  for  your  information  : 

GIBBON'S  HOUSE,  August  12,  1864. 

(Via  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.) 
Major  FISHER: 

A  wagon  train  has  been  steadily  passing  a  point  southwest  of  this  station  for  about 
sixty  minutes.  They  move  in  a  direction  south-southwest.  A  heavy  dust  for  about 
same  time  along  lino  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  Railroad,  but  covered  from  ob- 
Bervation.  About  300  troops  moved  at  head  of  wagon  train.  "  Considerable  dust 
south  of  city,  but  not  steadily. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 
Sergeant  Signal  Corps,  <jr. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STKYKEK, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,- 1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  no  further  movement  upon  the  part  of  the  enemy 
during  the  day  to  report  excepting  that  there  seemed  to  be  more  than 
usual  activity  upon  the  various  roads  during  the  day.  One  of  my 
lookouts  reports  that  about  4  p.  m.  the  atmosphere  became  too  hazy 
to  see  movements,  but  a  bank  of  dust  seemed  to  rise  in  vicinity  of  city 
and  extend  across  the  river  and  on  to  the  right.  He  thought  it  indi 
cated  a  movement,  but  was  not  certain.  I  give  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEK, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  268.           }  Washington,  August  12,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

41.  First  Lieut.  C.   C.   Chaffee,   Ordnance   Department,   is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  at  Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  will  report  in  person  without 
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delay  to  the  commanding  general  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  relieve 
First.  Lieut.  M.  Schaff,  Ordnance  Department,  in  bis  duties  as  depot 
ordnance  officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

42.  First  Lieut.  M.  Schaff,  Ordnance  Department,  oh  being  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  will  repair  at  once  to  Beading, 
Pa.,  and  relieve  Capt.  8.  C.  Lyford,  Ordnance  Department,  in  his 
duties  as  inspector  of  cannon  and  projectiles  at  that  place. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )   HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  72.  }  City  Point,  Fa.,  August  12,  1864. 

I.  Col.  F.  McGilvery,  First  Maine  Light  Artillery,  is  temporarily 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  in 
person  to  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  commanding  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  for  assignment  as  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Tenth 
Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Biriiey,  commanding. 

*#*»*#* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWEES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]     HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864—11.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  command 
as  soon  as  practicable  to  City  Point.  Your  artillery  and  trains  will  be 
sent  to-night,  or  at  such  times  as  not  to  be  seen  by  the  enemy,  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Point  of  Eocks  bridge,  cross  the  same,  and  move  over  to 
some  point  in  rear  of  the  center  of  General  Butler's  line  and  out  of  sight  of 
theenemy.  The  movementof  the  artillery  and  trains  must  at  all  times  be 
concealed  from  the  enemy.  General  Gregg  will  be  immediately  directed 
to  move  to-morrow  secretly, to  Deep  Bottom  and  across  the  James,  and 
report  to  you.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  enjoin 
upon  you  that  these  orders  are  strictly  confidential,  and  every  arrange 
ment  and  effort  must  be  made  to  conceal  the  destination  of  the  corps 
from  the  officers  and  troops,  artillery  and  trains,  and  from  the  enemy. 
The  idea  will  be  held  out  that  the  Second  Corps  is  going  to  Washington. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and   Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864 — 11.45  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatch  of  11.15  a.  m.  just  received.  I  will  adjourn 
the  court  of  inquiry  at  once,  until  such  time  as  I  may  again  assemble 
it,  as  it  cannot  proceed,  I  think;  there  will  be  but  one  member;  I 
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should,  however,  like  to  have  advice  on  that  subject.  I  have  a  detail 
of  1,000  men  at  Avork;  I  should  like  to  have  them  returned  at  once.  I 
shall  move  my  command  as  soon  as  it  gets  ready.  I  understand  about 
the  wagons  and  artillery. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

Your  order  is  confidential,  but  it  cannot  be  executed  properly  unless 
I  send  staff  officers  to  Point  of  Hocks  to  select  such  places  for  trains 
and  artillery  as  may  meet  the  order,  which  will  give  them  an  idea. 

W.  S.  II., 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864 — 12.45  p.  m. 

(Received  1  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  advises  that  you  adjourn  the  court. 
Duane  will  be  ordered  to  send  back  the  detail  at  once.  The  com 
manding  general  considers  that  it  would  be  better,  in  view  of  what 
you  write,  not  to  move  the  artillery  and  trains  until  night,  and  that 
the  idea  should  be  given  that  the  artillery  and  trains  embark  at  Ber 
muda  Hundred  to  expedite  the  embarkation  for  Washington. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of'titajf. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]      HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864—6  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  I  transmit  you  here 
with  a  copy*  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant's  letter  to  him  of  the  25th  of 
July,  which  will  form  your  instructions  under  the  orders  sent  you  this 
morning.  The  objects  of  your  present  expedition  are  identically  the 
same  as  the  former  under  the  same  instructions.  It  is  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  have  re-enforced  Early  recently  with  three  infantry  divisions, 
Kershaw's  and  Field's,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  and  Wilcox's,  of  Hill's 
corps,  and  Lee's  division  of  cavalry,  leaving  only  five  divisions  here. 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  besides  the  rations  and  ammuni 
tion  directed  to  be  carried  on  the  person  you  have  six  days'  rations  in 
trains  and  the  ammunition  required  by  recent  orders. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1S64. 

The  infantry  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  as  soon  as  prac 
ticable.  As  soon  as  divisions  are  in  readiness  to  move  the  commanders 
will  report  the  fact  at  these  headquarters.  The  artillery  and  trains 

*  See  Vol.  XL,  Part  III,  p.  437. 
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will  be  in  readiness,  but  probably  will  not  move  until  some  time  after 
the  infantry.  The  headquarters'  spring-wagon,  ambulances,  medical, 
and  other  wagons  usually  allowed  to  move  with  the  troops,  will  not  move 
with  the  troops,  but  will  be  parked  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
McEntee,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  will  move  under  his  direction. 
The  general  train  will  move  under  direction  of  Captain  Shallenberger, 
assistant  quartermaster.  The  details  now  absent  on  fatigue  will  be 
ordered  to  join-  their  commands  at  once.  The  artillery  and  trains  will 
not  hitch  up  until  so  directed.  If  not  nlready  supplied,  the  troops  will 
at  once  be  supplied  with  rations  of  the  required  amount. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]       HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard,  First  Rhode 
Island  Artillery,  Capt.  A.  J.  Clark,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  senior 
officer,  will  assume  command  of  the  Artillery  Brigade. 
By  command  of  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12, 186-1—9  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  occurred  in  my 
front  last  night.  Heavy  picket-firing  in  front  of  the  command  on  my 
right  was  kept  up  all  night.  Early  this  morning  the  enemy  opened 
some  of  his  heavy  guns.  He  fired  both  last  night  and  this  morning 
from  the  heavy  battery  near  the  plank  road.  Two  deserters  from 
Florida  brigade  were  received  and  sent  up  this  morning. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Generat. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General . 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
in  my  front  during  the  day.  Nineteen  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  this 
corps  are  at  work  to-night  on  the  line. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL   ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  199.  }  August  12,  1864. 

******* 

0.  The  detachment  of  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  Lieut.  William  H. 
Wheeler  commanding,  on  duty  at  these  headquarters,  having  been 
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relieved  by  Captain  Martin's  company  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  will,  in  compliance  with  paragraph  2  of  Special  Orders,  No. 
215,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  proceed  to  join  the  First  Cav 
alry  Division,  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

*  -*  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.,  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  .NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864—9  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS,  . 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  on  my  front  during  last  night.  Early  this 
morning  the  enemy  opened  with  some  heavy  guns,  supposed  to  be  20- 
pounders,  from  their  new  battery  on  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and 
fired  a  few  times  at  Roeuier's  battery. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  usual  state  of  affairs  on  my  line  dur 
ing  the  day.  The  enemy  used  a  good  deal  of  artillery  about  night-fall, 
apparently  only  for  purposes  of  annoyance. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  12,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  firing  on  my  front, 
both  musketry  and  artillery,  was  more  than  usually  heavy  during  the 
night.     Nothing  of  importance  occurred,  however,  and  the  occasion  of 
this  increased  fire  is  not  apparent. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  12, 1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  changes  on  my  front  the  last 
twelve  hours.    The  picket  and  artillery  fire  has  been  much  heavier 
than  usual.    The  enemy  opened  with   heavy  guns,  supposed  to  be 
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20-pouuders,  from  their  new  work  iu  front  of  the  right  of  the  Fifth 
Corps.  I  should  judge  it  was  near  the  McKeiizie  house.  They  fired  a 
few  shots  at  Roemer's  battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commandirg. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  y-inth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  changes  in  my  front  during  the 
day.    The  enemy  have  been  busy  with  the  spade,  and  have  used  their 
artillery,  in  their  new  work  in  front  of  our  extreme  left. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]       HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864—11.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  relieve  your  division  to-night  by  Kautz's  command, 
which  will  picket  and  patrol  on  our  left  and  rear  and  watch  over 
toward  the  James.  You  will  move  with  your  division  to-morrow  to 
Point  of  Rocks  at  such  times  as  to  conceal  your  movement  from  the 
enemy,  cross  the  bridge  and  move  to  Deep  Bottom  and  across  the 
James,  and  report  to  Major-General  Hancock.  Your  whole  movement 
must  be  concealed  from  the  enemy  and  secretly  made.  The  major- 
general  commanding  particularly  enjoins  upon  you  every  effort  to  con 
ceal  the  destination  of  the  command  from  the  troops  as  well  as  from 
the  enemy.  If  the  movement  of  the  Second  Corps  becomes  known  the 
idea  will  be  held  out  that  it  is  going  to  Washington.  These  orders 
are  to  be  regarded  as  strictly  confidential. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  2o  BRIG.,  2D  Div..  CAV.  CORPS, 

No.  GO.  $         ^  August  12,  1864. 

Col.  J.  Irvin  Gregg  having  been  relieved  from  duty  as  division  com 
mander,  Col.  M.  Kerwin,  temporarily  in  command  of  the  brigade  dur 
ing  his  absence,  is  hereby  relieved  and  will  report  to  his  regiment. 
******* 

By  command  of  Col.  J.  Irvin  Gregg,  commanding  brigade: 

JNO.  B.  MAITLAND, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  12,  1864. 
Major-Geiieral  BUTLER,  Commanding,  &c.: 

It  having  become  evident  that  the  enemy  has  sent  north  two  if  not 
three  divisions  of  infantry,  twenty-three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  one 
division  of  cavalry,  beside  the  dismounted  cavalry,  and  a  few  regi 
ments  to  Charleston,  I  am  determined  to  see  if  we  cannot  force  him  to 
return  here  or  give  us  an  advantage.  To  do  this  I  have  given  the 
same  instructions  as  for  the  last  move  from  Deep  Bottom.  There  is 
this  difference,  however,  in  the  preparation:  The  Second  Corps,  the 
only  one  out  of  line  and  foot  loose,  will  march  here  this  afternoon  to 
embark  in  steamers.  They  will  be  under  the  impression,  except  the 
commander,  that  Washington  is  their  destination.  To  facilitate  em 
barkation  (ostensibly)  the  artillery  and  transportation  go  to  Bermuda 
Hundred  to-night.  After  dark  to-morrow  night  the  pontoon  bridge 
will  be  laid  at  the  same  place  as  on  the  former  occasion.  As  soon  as 
laid,  or  soon  after  12  o'clock  at  night,  the  cavalry  and  artillery  will 
commence  crossing.  The  infantry,  which  will  all  be  embarked  here 
during  the  day  on  steamers,  will  start  so  as  to  reach  Deep  Bottom 
about  2  a.  in.  the  14th.  I  hope  to  have  prompt  movements  and  favor 
able  results.  What  force  can  you  spare  from  Bermuda  Hundred  to  be 
used  north  of  the  James  with  this  expedition?  Whatever  force  you 
can  spare,  reducing  the  force  to  hold  your  line  to  a  minimum,  I  wish 
you  to  have  ready  to  follow  the  artillery  and  cavalry  soon  after  day 
light  on  the  14th. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  12,  1861—5.30  o'clock. 
General  GRANT: 

Your  note  of  instructions  is  received.  Owing  to  the  recent  arrival 
of  the  South  Carolina  troops,  I  am  unable  to  say  just  how  many  we 
can  spare  for  the  purpose,  but  I  think  10,000  men  for  a  week's  oper 
ations,  and  perhaps  more,  if  the  Eighteenth  holds  its  ground  for  the 
present.  I  will  write  you  in  detail  and  at  length  as  soon  as  I  can  as 
certain  precisely. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  12,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding^  &c.: 

Our  intrenchmeuts  are  now  so  strong  that  with  a  very  thin  line 
they  can  be  held.  We  have  the  further  security  that  the  enemy  has 
shown  that  he  feels  no  inclination  to  attack  fortifications.  Under  this 
view  I  have  been  thinking  that  with  the  colored  troops  alone,  or  at 
furthest  with  the  colored  troops  and  the  white  troops  of  the  Tenth 
Corps,  the  Eighteenth  Corps  might  be  got  foot  loose  to  rest  and 
fit  up  for  other  service,  which  I  will  make  known  to  you.  I  think 
one  infantry  man  to  six  feet  the  greatest  abundance  at  Bermuda,  and 
one  to  four  feet  sufficient  for  the  line  north  of  the  Appomattox.  As 
soon  after  the  matter  about  which  I  advised  you  confidentially  an  hour 
ago  is  settled,  1  wish  you  would  take  this  matter  in  hand. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  12,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

We  have  caught  enough  of  a  signal  message  to  rebel  rams  to  learn 
that  they  have  a  deserter.     Message  is  as  follows: 

And  that  they  are  cutting  a  canal  through.    The  explosion  Tuesday,  he  aays,  was  a 
gun-boat. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]      HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  front  of  General  Foster?    Can  a 
force  get  out  at  that  point  or  must  it  cross  below  f 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  12,  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

There  is  no  physical  difficulty  in  getting  out  on  Foster's  front  as  well 
as  below;  in  either  case  you  will  meet  about  three  brigades  in  light 
rifle-pits. 

EENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Have  captured  General  Law's  (Alabama)  brigade  assistant 
adjutant-general,  who  says  when  we  took  those  guns  before  at  Deep 
Bottom  there  were  but  3,000  men  on  that  side,  and,  1  believe,  even  more 
the  next  day. 

B.  F.  B. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  12,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

The  within  just  received  in  reply  to  my  inquiry. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864—1.15  p.  m. 
General  BUTLER: 

Two  flag-of-truce  boats  of  the  enemy  are  at  Cox's  Wharf  loaded  with 
troops.    No  communication  with  them  yet. 

LUDLOW. 

Those  boats  are  communicating  with  Major  Mulford  at  Aiken's. 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  12,  1864. 
Captain  NORTON: 
Two  rebel  steamers  near  Dutch  Gap  with  flag  of  truce. 

G.  S.  DANA,    . 
Captain,  &c. 


BERMUDA,  August  12, 1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER: 

COLONEL  :  The  U.  S.  steamer  Yaruna  has  just  arrived  with  troops — 
Seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  750  men,  33  officers.  Colonel  Shaw  com 
manding.  General  Birney  and  staff  are  on  board.  I  have  communi 
cated  your  orders  directing  the  officer  in  command  of  troops  to  report 
to  Major-General  Biruey,  Tenth  Army  Corps. 

JOHN  B.  HOWARD, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  &c. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  12,  1864. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  12.30  p.  m 
a  heavy  column  of  dust  was  seen  to  the  rear  of  the  railroad  junction, 
advancing  toward  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  12,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  and  is  re 
spectfully  forwarded : 

SPRING  HILL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  12 ,  1SG4 — 4.45 p.  m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

A  train  of  twenty-two  cars,  heavily  loaded  with  troops,  just  passed  the  Junction 
toward  Richmond. 

A.  G.  SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HDQRS.  DKPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  12,  1864 — 0.15  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  "VV.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  Tlie  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

SPRING  HILL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  12,  1864—6  p.m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

A  heavy  column  ol'dust  is  seen  west  and  northwest  of  railroad  junction,  moving 
toward  Richmond. 

A.  G.  SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  100.  )  In  the  Field,  August  12,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  #  #  * 

5.  The  Ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  Trill  report  for  duty  to  Brig.  Gen. 
William  Birney,  V.  S.  Volunteers,  and  will  form,  with  the  other  regi 
ments  under  General  Birney's  command,  a  separate  brigade. 

#'****#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
In  the  Field,  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  12,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps : 
GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  the 
major  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  to  Dutch  Gap,  to 
report  to  Major  Ludlow.  of  General  Butler's  staff,  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  12,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  T.  J.  Strong,  commanding  Sixteenth 
New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  who  will  report  to  Maj  or  Ludlow,  as  within 
ordered,  immediately. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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FORT  POWHATAN,  August  12,  1864 — 9.45  a.  m. 

(Received  11.15  a.  nU 
Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  returned  from  Cabin  Point  this  morning-  with  my  command — 
230  men.  1  was  ordered  by  General  Kautz,  on  10th  instant,  to  proceed 
to  this  point  and  operate  with  gun-boat  force  and  assist  in  repairing 
telegraph.  I  sent  a  squadron  to  Swan  Point  and  repaired  the  line 
five  miles  from  Cabin  Point.  The  wire  has  been  cut  by  the  enemy  since 
our  return.  The  colonel  commanding  post  desires  me  to  await  instruc 
tions  from  commanding  general.  My  men  and  horses  are  fatigued  and 
the  command  is  without  rations  or  forage.  The  wire  can  be  cut  by  a 
few  scoats  of  the  enemy  at  any  time. 

C.  KLEINZ, 
Lieut.  Colonel,  Commanding  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 


CITY  POINT,  August  13, 1864. 

'Received  4  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  Sixth  and  Tenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  are  ordered  to 
Washington.  General  Augur  made  request  for  a  particular  regiment, 
giving,  however,  only  the  name  of  its  colonel,  Wheeler.  No  regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  Wheeler  can  be  found  here. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Lieutenant-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  Auguxt  13,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

I  presume  the  regiment  asked  for  by  General  Augur  was  the  Second 
New  York,  Colonel  Whistler.  Boards  are  sent  to  examine  hospitals  as 
fast  as  we  can  get  surgeons.  In  the  meantime  inspections  are  being 
made  by  local  surgeons.  The  extreme  heat  has  had  a  very  bad  effect 
upon  the  sick  in  hospitals.  All  troops  under  General  Pope,  not  actually 
in  the  Indian  campaign,  were  ordered  to  General  Sherman,  and  special 
inspection  made  of  his  department.  A  new  demand  for  troops  to-day 
from  Indiana,  and  fears  expressed  of  an  attempt  to  release  the  prison 
ers  of  war. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 6'  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Will  you  give  the  necessary  orders  about  the  bridges  at  Deep  Bot 
tom?  I  have  directed  Hancock  to  confer  with  you  fully  on  the  pro 
posed  plan  of  operations. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Augmt  13,  186-1. 
General  MEADE: 

I  have  given  all  the  orders  for  bridges,  &c.     Hancock  will  be  re-en 
forced  by  0,000  men  from  Butler. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


•CITY  POINT,  August  13,  186-1. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Send  a  regiment  of  heavy  artillery  to  this  place  to  embark  for  Wash 
ington,  and  let  me  know  the  name  and  number  of  the  regiment  as  soon 
as  possible. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

The  Sixth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Colonel  Kitching  commanding, 
will  be  at  once  sent  to  City  Point,  in  compliance  with  your  telegram, 
iust  received. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  13, 1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

If  the  enemy  are  reduceu  as  much  in  numbers  as  we  have  reason  to 
believe  they  are,  Hancock's  movements  to-niorrow  may  lead  to  almost 
the  entire  abandonment  of  Petersburg.  Have  this  watched  as  closely 
as  you  can,  and  if  you  find  this  view  realized,  take  such  advantage  of  it 
as  you  deem  best.  Either  move  to  the  left  with  such  troops  as  you  can 
take  from  the  Ninth  and  the  Fifth  Corps,  leaving  but  a  very  thin  line, 
or  draw  out  the  Fifth  Corps  entire  to  move  writh  according  to  your 
judgment.  I  shall  go  to  Deep  Bottom  early  in  the  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GKNERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  13,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Two  deserters  from  the  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Chambliss' 
brigade,  who  came  in  to-day,  report  that  their  brigade  camp  is  about  three 
miles  from  Reams'  Station,  on  the  other  side  of  the  railroad,  at  the  junc 
tion  of  the  Reams'  Station  and  Petersburg  with  the  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House  road.  Their  brigade  is  doing  picket  duty  at  the  Warwick  bridge 
on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  They  have  one  regiment  on  duty  at  that 
bridge  at  a  time ;  they  relieve  every  forty-eight  hours.  There  is  another 
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brigade  of  cavalry,  they  did  not  know  whose,  doing  duty  on  a  line  run 
ning  from  Warwick  bridge  in  a  northwesterly  direction  up  to  Gurley's 
house.  Fitz  Lee's  division  is  not  in  that  vicinity.  They  heard  that 
Hampton's  division  went  away  yesterday  morning;  it  was  reported 
they  had  gone  to  the  Valley.  Chambliss'  brigade  is  now  in  W.  II.  F. 
Lee's  division.  Two  deserters  from  Finegan's  Florida  brigade  came 
in  to-day,  but  give  no  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  etc. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  General  Grant's  information. 

G.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Brigadier-General  Willcox  informs  me  he  has  assumed  command  of 
the  Ninth  Corps.  No  official  communication  has  been  received  at  these 
headquarters  authorizing  General  Burnside  to  leave.  Has  any  action 
been  had  or  taken  ? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General.  . 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  13, 1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  gave  General  Burnside  leave  of  absence.  The  leave  is  only  just 
made  out  this  evening,  and  directions  were  given  to  communicate  the 
fact  to  you,  and  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  communicated  in  the 
morning  by  the  assistant  adjutant-general.  General  Parke  will  com 
mand  the  Ninth  Corps.  He  has  gone  out  this  evening. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  18.64 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  is  referred  for  the  necessary  authority  to  bring  up  the 
10-inch  mortars,  as  under  your  orders  of  the  30th  ultimo  all  these 
mortars  were  withdrawn  and  sent  to  Broadway  Landing. 

G.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 

ARTILLERY  HEADQUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864. 
Major- General  MEADE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL  :  The  enemy  has  established  a  battery  of  rifled  32-pouiiders 
just  behind  the  crest  near  the  plank  road,  in  front  of  and  about  1,300 
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yards  from  our  large  battery  near  the  Taylor  house.  As  yet,  but  one  or 
two  guns  have  been  opened  on  us.  The  position  is  well  covered  from 
our  direct  tire.  I  would  recommend  that  four  10-inch  or  8-inch,  prefer 
ably  10-inch,  mortars  be  placed  in  position  near  the  Taylor  house  to 
control  it. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


CITY  POINT,   VA.,  August  13,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  desires  me  to  say  that  he  approves  the 
proposition  in  reference  to  the  mortars,  and  wishes  you  to  move  them 
up  from  Broadway  accordingly. 

C.  B.  COM  STOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT  : 

The  withdrawal  of  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  and  Kautz's  small  force 
leaves  but  little  cavalry  to  watch  between  the  left  of  the  army  and  the 
James.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  the  withdrawal  of  the  cattle  herd 
of  the  armies  in  the  field  as  near-City  Point  as  practicable.  Kautz  has 
been  ordered  to  post  a  regiment  at  Sycamore  Church. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  l. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  270.  j  Washington,  August  13,  1864. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  present  leave  of  absence,  Col.  Charles  P. 
Stone,  Fourteenth  LT.  S.  Infantry,  will  report  in  person,  without  delay, 
to  the  commanding  general  Fifth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  for 
duty. 

By  command  of  Lieuteuaut-Geueral  Grant: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Deserters  from  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division  of  cavalry,  Tenth  Virginia 
Regiment,  report  the  division  doing  duty  in  vicinity  of  Reams'  Station. 
They  say  this  is  all  the  cavalry  in  that  vicinity.  They  state  that  Hamp 
ton's  division  went  away  yesterday  morning,  supposed  toward  the  Val 
ley,  and  that  Fitz.  Lee's  division  left  for  the  Valley  shortly  after  the 
mine  explosion.  Deserters  from  Finegan's  brigade  report  no  change  in 
position  here. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK). 
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CITY  POINT,  August  13,  1864. 
J.  C.  BABCOCK: 

Our  scouts  on  the  Rappa  bannock  report  Fitzhugh  Lee's  division  of 
cavalry  to  have  arrived  at  Orange  Court-House  on  Wednesday.  They 
also  report  the  movements  of  the  infantry  to  the  Valley,  but  without 
definiteuess  as  to  numbers  and  commands.  They  thought  there  was  a 
brigade  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  among  them. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


CITY  POINT,  August  13,  186-1. 
JOHN  C.  BABCOCK: 

Information  from  agent  who  went  to  Richmond  Thursday  and  left  to 
return  yesterday  noon :  He  went  and  came  by  Charles  City  road,  on 
which  he  saw  pickets  at  Smith's,  east  of  Willis'  Methodist  Church,  and 
also  at  Ridley's  [RiddelPs?]  Shop;  heard  that  four  miles  from  White's 
Tavern  toward  river  there  was  a  camp  of  seven  regiments  of  infantry; 
very  few  troops  in  the  first  line  of  fortifications,  and  none  in  the  second 
except  guards  at  the  magazines.  Work  is  being  done  at  the  fortifica 
tions  on  the  north  side  of  the  city.  The  troops  that  were  sent  north  in 
the  first  part  of  the  week  were  moved  through  town  with  secrecy.  People 
understood  that  three  divisions  had  gone,  but  all  he  could  learn  with 
definiteness  that  they  were  Long-street's  divisions.  A  train  of  artillery 
passed  through  from  the  Manchester  side  yesterday  morning  which  he 
describes  as  being  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long. 

SHARPS, 

Colonel. 

[Indorsement.] 

AUGUST  13,  1804—9  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Major-General  Humphreys  for  his  infor 
mation. 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 


BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

City  Point,  August  13,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL  :  From  one  of  our  agents  who  went  to  Richmond  on  Thurs 
day,  and  returning  left  Richmond  yesterday  about  noon,  we  have  the 
following  information:  The  agent  went  and  returned  by  the  Charles 
City  road.  Saw  some  pickets  at  Smith's  house,  east  of  Willis'  Methodist 
Church,  and  also  at  Ridley's  [Riddell's  ?]  Shop,  which  were  all  the  troops 
he  met  on  the  route.  He  learned  that  four  miles  from  White's  Tavern 
toward  the  river  there  was  a  camp  of  seven  regiments  of  infantry, 
which  he  thinks  was  all  the  force  there  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Deep  Bottom.  Of  this,  however,  he  has  no  certainty,  as  he  did  not 
leave  the  Charles  City  road  going  or  returning.  In  the  first  line  of 
works  he  saw  a  few  troops,  and  altogether  on  both  sides  of  the  road  as 
he  went  in  about  fifty  tents,  and  nothing  in  the  second  line  except 
guards  at  the  magazines.  There  were  no  troops  in  Richmond  except 
convalescents  passing  through.  Work  was  being  done  to  the  fortifica 
tions  on  the  north  side  of  the  city,  across  the  Brook  pike  and  the  Cen 
tral  and  Fredericksburg  railroads.  He  says  that  it  was  understood 
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that  three  divisions  of  infantry  went  to  Early  in  the  first  part  of  the 
week.  Great  secrecy  was  observed  in  the  movement,  and  the  troops 
were  taken  through  the  city  mostly  in  the  night.  The  inquiries  that 
he  made  resulted  only  in  learning  that  they  were  Longstreet's  divisions. 
Yesterday  he  saw  a  train  of  artillery,  which  he  describes  as  being  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  cross  the  river  from  the  Manchester  side, 
and  was  told  by  Mr.  Barnes,  a  prominent  merchant,  that  they  were 
going  to  the  Valley.  He  thought  that  yesterday  on  his  return  there 
was  greater  activity  at  the  lines  and  picket  posts  than  on  his  way  up. 
At  the  point  where  a  road  from  Malvern  Hill  intersects  the  Charles 
City  road  he  saw  a  small  boat  on  a  Government  wagon  coming  from 
toward  the  James  River. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEOKGE  II.  SHARPS, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  13,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  SIIARPE. 

Deputy  Provost- Marshal-General,  City  Point: 

I  was  away  when  your  dispatch  came.  Field's  division  cannot  have 
left  our  front,  as  I  have  here  General  Law's  adjutant-general  of  that 
division,  captured  night  before  last.  Nothing,  I  am  satisfied,  has  left 
the  front  of  our  lines  save  Kershaw's  division. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aidc-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  13,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Colonel  SIIARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal- General,  City  Point: 

I  have  quite  positive  information  that  every  regiment  of  Lee's  army, 
save  Pickett's  division,  is  under  marching  orders  to  go  to  the  Valley. 
Kershaw  has  left.  I  have  information  to-night,  by  deserters  just  re 
ceived,  that  Hampton's  cavalry  all  went  through  last  night.  From  two 
different  deserters,  from  two  different  divisions,  I  have  it  that  Heth's 
division,  or  a  part  of  it,  has  gone  through.  From  three  different  men 
I  have  it  that  every  regiment  of  Lee's  army,  save  Pickett's,  is  under 
orders  to  go  north,  and  that  he  is  ordered  to  report  to  Beauregard. 
Please  ascertain  about  Ueth. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost  Marshal. 


TREE  STATION,  August  13, 1864. 
Major  FISHER: 
Captain  Norton  sends  the  following: 

Rebel  ruins  have  come  down  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Dutch  Gap  and  are 
shelling  the  working  party  at  that  place. 

C.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Kespectfully  forwarded  to  General  Humphreys. 

'B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


GIBBON'S  HOUSE,  August  13,  1864 — 7.50  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

The  large  camp  of  the  enemy  west  by  north  of  this  station  disappeared 
last  night;  also  a  camp  to  left  of  white  house  and  from  this  point  south 
west  by  south  has  disappeared.  A  large  fort  was  also  thrown  up  at 
that  point  during  last  night.  A  fatigue  party  are  busy  on  it  this 
morning. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  13,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

Nothing  additional  to  report  of  this  p.  m.,  except  about  200  infantry, 
which  moved  into  Petersburg  from  the  south  side  about  10.30  a.  m. 
Their  arms  are  yet  stacked  in  city.  The  enemy  are  very  busy  on  new 
fort. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  13,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Large  camp  of  enemy  in  woods  west-northwest  from  station  vacated 
during  the  night.  No  other  change  visible.  A  fatigue  party  of  100 
men  at  5  a.  m.  moved  toward  the  forts  on  our  right. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  13,  1864—7  p.  m. 
Capt.  D.  E.  CASTLE: 

No  change  in  enemy's  lines  or  camps  since  morning  report.     They 
continue  to  haul  large  quantities  of  logs  to  the  forts  on  our  right. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  13,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  reports  just 
received : 

WALTIIAM,  HOUSE,  August  IS,  1S64—10.SO  a.  m. 

A  dense  cloud  of  smoke  (probably  woods  on  fire)  rising  for  the  past  hour  north 
10  degrees  west  from  here  and  apparently  a  short  distance  from  the  Apporunttox. 

DAVIS, 
Captain. 
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STATION  XKAK  HKADQUAUTKKS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  13,  ISM. 

No  changes.     Enemy  laboring  on  small  work  1,000  yards  to  right  of  Chimneys. 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STRYKEli, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  tiiynal  Corps. 


AUGUST  13,  1864—12.05  a.  in.  [p.  m.J 
Captain  NORTON: 

The  gun-boat  Mackinaw  keeps  the  Signal  Hill  battery  pretty  quiet; 
our  monitors  not  tiring.  The  Ououdaga  fired  a  few  shots  some  time 
since.  Two  of  the  rebel  rams  fire  occasionally,  and  the  100-pounder  at 
Battery  Sawyer.  The  100-pounder  at  Dutch  Gap  was  fired  twice.  One 
ram  lies  down  nearly  to  Dutch  Gap;  another  is  behind  the  group  of 
houses  at  Cox's  Ferry.  A  number  of  wounded  have  been  brought  over. 

G.  S.  DANA, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

McCanrts  House,  near  Plank  Road,  August  13,  1864. 
Major-Geiieral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance 
has  transpired  on  my  lines  since  morning,  except  the  coining  in  of  two 
deserters  from  the  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry.  I  forwarded  them  to  the 
provost-marshal  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  LEWIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 
Capt.  W.  HENDERSON, 

Comdy.  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Neu,  York  Vol.  Engineers: 
You  will  proceed  with  your  company  and  Lieutenant  Sergeant,  with 
thirty  men  from  Company  D,  in  charge  of  the  raft  of  thirty-six  boats 
now  made  up,  to  Deep  Bottom,  on  the  James  River.  On  arrival  you 
will  commence  laying  the  bridge  immediately,  sending  an  officer  to 
report  to  the  commanding  general  nearest  you,  but  not  waiting  for  his 
return  before  commencing  work.  Captain  Lubey  will  render  you  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power  without  interfering  with  his  other  duties. 
Your. men  will  take  two  days'  cooked  rations  with  them.  A  tug  will 
be  at  the  barges  at  7  p.  in.  to-day  to  tow  your  raft,  and  it  is  expected 
that  your  bridge  will  be  finished  before  12  midnight. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham : 

CHANGING  CLAPP, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  'J'IIE  POTOMAC, 

August  13 ,  1SG-1 — 6'  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

City  Point: 

Please  report  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  for  further 
iiistructious  in  addition  to  those  sent  yon  yesterday,  and  have  a  lull 
understanding  of  his  views. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  13,  1864, 
Maj.  Gen.  TV.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps  : 

In  addition  to  the  instructions  which  you  already  have  but  little  can 
be  added.  You  will  have  to  be  guided  in  your  movements  by  those  of 
the  enemy  and  his  numbers.  If  you  do  not  succeed  in  placing  the 
enemy  between  your  infantry  and  the  James  River  it  may  not  be  safe 
to  send  the  cavalry  to  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  Of  this  matter 
you  can  best  judge.  There  is  no  necessity  of  holding  your  connection 
•with  Deep  Bottom.  With  the  force  at  your  command  you  will  always 
be  able  to  get  back  to  that  point  or  some  other  on  the  James  River. 
Wherever  you  go  consume  or  destroy  all  the  forage  and  provisions, 
except  what  is  housed  for  family  use,  if  it  does  not  interfere  with  mili 
tary  movements  to  do  so.  I  always  regret  to  see  wanton  destruction  of 
property  which  cannot  be  used  in  prolonging  the  war,  and  know  that 
you  equally  oppose  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  our  troops.  No  cau 
tion  on  this  head,  therefore,  is  necessary.  Cattle,  horses,  forage,  and 
provisions,  however,  and  especially  so  near  a  partially  besieged  city, 
are  fair  captures,  and  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  ourselves  to  take  them  even 
if  they  should  be  the  property  of  Union  citizens.  In  such  case,  a  very 
improbable  one  near  Richmond,  they  could  be  paid  for.  Having  a  force 
of  9,000  men  from  the  Tenth  Army  Corps  in  addition  to  your  own 
corps,  if  you  can  advance  beyond  Chaffin's  Bluff,  keeping  that  point 
covered,  I  think  it  advisable  to  do  so.  Unless  forced  to  return  in  order 
to  keep  communication  with  the  James,  remain  at  the  highest  point  up 
the  river  gained  until  the  cavalry  returns  and  you  receive  orders  to 
return.  You  can  always  be  supplied  by  steamers,  either  at  Dutch  Gap 
or  Deep  Bottom. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1S61. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:   I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  returned  from  leave 
of  absence  this  a.  m.,  and  resumed  command  of  the  division. 
1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  FRANCIS  C.  BARLOW, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  /      HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  210.  )  City  Point,  Any  list  13,  1864. 

1.  Capt.  J.  P.  Finkelmeier,  assistant  adjutaut- general  of  volunteers, 
will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Mott,  commanding  Third  Division,  for 
assignment. 

By  order  of  ^Major-General  ITancock: 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assista)tt  Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.!  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

Atif/ust  13,  1864. 

Division  commanders  will  cause  all  the  pack  and  led  animals,  and  as 
many  saddle-horses  as  can  be  possibly  spared,  to  be  collected  near 
their  present  camps  under  charge  of  an  officer,  who  will  report  to  Cap 
tain  McEutee,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  orders.  These  horses  will 
be  sent  to  the  train  under  charge  of  Captain  McEntee.  The  major- 
general  commanding  thinks  much  the  greater  number  of  animals  witli 
the  command  can  be  thus  temporarily  separated  from  it,  so  as  to 
make  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops  much  more  prompt  and  easy. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  so  that  these  animals  can  be  -obtained  as 
soon  as  the  troops  are  disembarked.  Officers  and  men  will  probably 
get  their  horses  sooner  by  this  means  than  any  other,  as  it  may  be 
important  that  the  troops  should  be  in  a  condition  to  disembark  rapidly. 
It  is  hoped  division  commanders  will  carry  out  the  above  suggestions 
to  the  fullest  extent  practicable. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

FEAXCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR. 1  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864. 

The  troops  will  commence  embarking  at  11  a.  m.  It  is  expected  there 
will  be  a  wharf  for  each  division,  but  should  there  not  be,  the  divisions 
will  embark  in  the  following  order:  Third  Division,  Second  Division, 
First  Division.  Major  Mitchell,  aide-de-camp,  will  have  general  su 
perintendence  of  the  embarkation.  The  pioneers  of  the  Third  Divis 
ion  will  be  consolidated  and  will  embark  on  the  tirst  boat.  The 
organization  of  brigades  and  regiments  will  be  preserved,  both  in 
embarking  and  when  on  the  boat,  so  that  the  troops  may  be  in  hand  at 
all  times.  All  spring  and  other  Avagons  will  be  sent  to  these  head 
quarters  to  join  the  train  under  Captain  McEntee,  assistant  quarter 
master.  The  transports  of  each  division  will  be  kept  together  in  the 
stream  after  loading. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

City  Point,  August  13,  186  L. 

The  following  movements  of  the  troops  are  directed: 
First.  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  will,  soon  as  it  is  dark,  proceed 

to  Deep  Bottom,  crossing  the  river  at  the  lower  bridge  and  massing 
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toward  Strawberry  Plains,  leaving  room  for  the  infantry  of  the  Second 
Corps  to  mass  between  his  command  and  the  belt  of  woods  near  the 
bridge. 

Second.  The  Second  Corps  (the  transports  containing  the  Third  Divis 
ion  leading)  will  move  at  10  p.  in.  to  Deep  JBottom,  and  disembark  as 
rapidly  as  possible  on  the  north  bank  of  the  James,  massing  behind 
the  belt  of  woods  where  the  corps  massed  July  26.  The  Second  and 
First  Divisions  will  disembark  in  succession  and  mass  in  rear  of  the 
Third  Division. 

Third.  General  Birney's  command.  Tenth  Corps,  will  cross  the  upper 
bridge  at  Deep  Bottom  at  12  p.  in.,  taking  position  to  assault  the  enemy's 
works  at  daybreak. 

Fourth.  The  commandant  of  artillery  will  assign  two  batteries  to 
each  division  and  will  follow  the  cavalry  with  these  batteries,  crossing 
the  lower  pontoon  bridge  in  rear  of  the  cavalry  and  parking  near  the 
bridge-head.  The  battery  commanders  will  then  report  to  the  com 
mander  of  the  division  to  which  they  are  assigned. 

Fifth.  The  saddle  and  led  horses  of  the  command  will  follow  the 
artillery  and  join  their  respective  divisions.  They  will  be  followed  by 
the  reserve  artillery,  the  headquarters'  spring  wagons,  wagons  for 
three  days'  forage,  and,  for  each  division,  ten  ammunition  wagons,  one 
hospital  and  one  medical  wagon,  and  twenty  ambulances.  The  remainder 
of  the  ambulance,  hospital,  and  ammunition  wagons  can  cross  after  the 
troops  have  advanced  well  out  from  Deep  Bottom. 

Sixth.  At  daybreak,  or  as  soon  as  General  Mott's  division  is  disem 
barked,  he  will  proceed  up  the  New  Market  and  Malvern  Hill  road, 
driving  the  enemy  ill  to  his  intrenched  line  behind  Bailey's  Creek,  or 
beyond  it,  if  practicable.  During  this  operation  the  cavalry  under 
General  Gregg  will  cover  the  right  Hank  of  General  Mott's  division.  As 
soon  as  the  Second  and  First  Divisions,  Second  Corps,  are  disembarked 
they  will,  under  command  of  General  Barlow,  move  to  General  Mott's 
right,  and  assault  the  enemy's  line  near  the  Jennings  house.  If  the 
line  is  carried  General  Barlow  will  move  to  his  left  to  uncover  General 
Mott's  front,  who  will  then  advance  along  the  New  Market  road. 

Seventh.  The  cavalry  will  cover  the  right  flank  of  General  Barlow's 
command  during  this  operation.  As  soon  as  the  Central  and  Charles 
City  Court-House  roads  are  uncovered  by  the  advance  of  the  infantry, 
General  Gregg  will  proceed  to  execute  the  orders  already  received  by 
him,  identical  with  those  of  July  25.* 

Eighth.  General  Birney,  with  his  command,  will  be  prepared  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  position  behind  Four-Mile  Run  at  daybreak.  The 
hour  for  attack  will,  however,  be  specially  designated  to  General 
Birney.  If  successful,  he  will  advance  along  the  New  Market  and 
Kingsland  roads  to  the  junction  of  the  Variiia  road;  then  along  the 
Yarina  road  to  the  Mill  road,  securing,  if  possible,  the  cross-roads  at 
Osborne's  old  turnpike. 

Ninth.  The  headquarters  of  the  command  will  be  on  the  New  Market 
and  Malvern  Hill  road  during  the  operations  of  the  14th.  Until  that 
time  they  will  be  near  General  Foster's  headquarters  at  the  upper  pon 
toon  bridge  at  Deep  Bottom. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Hancock: 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"For  which,  see  Vol.  XL,  Part  III,  p.  437. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  115.  f  August  13,  1864. 

******* 

2.  Col.  George  X.  Macy,  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  will 
assume  command  of  the  First  Brigade. 

3.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pierce  is  hereby  relieved  from  command  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  will  assume  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  reliev 
ing  Lieut.  Col.  S.  A.  Moore,  Fourteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

4.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  P.  Kugg,  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  divis 
ion. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Colonel  Smyth: 

A.  HENRY  EMBLER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

ORDERS.]          HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864. 

The  following  assignments  of  batteries  to  divisions  are  made:  To  the 
First  Division,  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  the  Eleventh 
New  York  Battery;  to  the  Second  Division,  Sixth  Maine  Battery  and 
Battery  G,  First  New  York  Artillery;  to  the  Third  Division,  Battery 
F,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  and  Battery  B,  First  New  Jersey 
Artillery.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  batteries  above  named  will 
not  report  to  their  division  commanders  until  notified  to  do  so  by  a  staff 
officer  from  these  headquarters.  The  batteries  will  move  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  above  mentioned.  The  time  for  movement  will  be 
designated  hereafter. 

By  command  of  Capt.  A.  J.  Clark : 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  186-1 — 9.30  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  was  quiet  in  my  front 
during  the  night;  1,400  men  are  at  work  on  the  redoubt  to-day  near 
the  old  ten-gun  mortar  battery  and  Battery  Tilton. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,      » 
August  13,  1864 — 10  a.  m^ 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth   Corps : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  order  the  Sixth  New  York 
Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  to  proceed  forthwith,  to  City  Point,  to  em 
bark  thence  for  Washington.  The  commander  of  the  regiment  will 
make  his  requisition  on  General  Ingalls,  at  City  Point,  for  transporta 
tion,  and  on  arriving  at  Washington  will  report  for  further  orders  to 
General  Halleck,  chief  of  staff. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1861 — 12,45  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  be  prepared  to  move 
at  short  notice,  and  see  that  the  required  amount  of  supplies  are  on 
hand — six  days'  rations  in  trains  and  four  days'  with  the  men,  ammu 
nition,  and  grain — according  to  recent  orders.  The  working  parties 
employed  on  the  intrenchnients  will  not  be  relieved  from  them,  and 
precautions  will  be  taken  in  obtaining  the  necessary  supplies,  if  they 
should  not  be  on  hand,  to  conceal  the  fact  that  it  has  reference  to  any 
contingency  looking  to  a  movement;  that  is,  the  commanding  general 
desires  you  to  be  prepared  to  move  at  short  notice,  yet  wishes  that  it 
shall  not  be  suspected  by  any  part  of  your  command  that  any  move 
ment  is  contemplated  as  probable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Burnside.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864.     (Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Captain  Harwood,  U.  S.  Engineers,  telegraphs  me  to  furnish  him 
2,100  men  for  fatigue  to-morrow,  1,200  of  whom  are  to  report  at  the 
camp  of  the.Fiftieth  New  York  Engineers,  near  the  Fifth  Corps  hos 
pital,  at  7.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  Am  I  authorized  to  send  that  number 
so  far  away  from  my  line? 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1804 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARI^N, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

Yes;  the  major-general  commanding  authorizes  you  to  send  the  detail 
for  to-morrow  as  requested. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS  : 

I  have  the  honor  Jo  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  transpired 
in  my  front  during  the  day.  Eight  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  at  work 
to-night  upon  the  line  in  my  front. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Hancock,  with  the 
Second  Corps  and  other  troops  and  Gregg's  cavalry,  is  conducting  an 
operation  of  the  same  character  and  with  the  same  object  as  that  under 
taken  by  him  on  the  2(5th  ultimo.  The  chief  engineer,  Major  Duane, 
has  been  directed  to  stop  the  work  on  the  intrenchments  to-morrow,  so 
that  the  requisitions  for  working  parties  need  not  be  met.  If  Han 
cock's  movement  should  lead  to  the  almost  entire  abandonment  of  the 
enemy's  intrenchments  in  our  front,  the  commanding  general  will  take 
advantage  of  it  by  withdrawing  the  greater  part  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth 
Corps,  or  one  of  the  corps  and  part  of  the  other,  leaving  a  thin  line 
in  the  intrenchments,  and  undertake  such  operations  as  may  seem  best. 
The  commanding  general  therefore  directs  the  enemy's  lines  be  closely 
watched  and  every  arrangement  be  made  with  a  view  to  the  movements 
here  indicated. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 

(Same  to  General  Willcox,  commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 12  midnight. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

I  think,  in  view  of  contingencies  to-morrow,  you  had  better  draw  in 
any  part  of  your  command  that  may  be  on  the  Norfolk  road,  or  be 
tween  there  and  the  redoubt  in  rear  of  theChieves  house,  and  not  hold 
any  farther  to  the  left  than  that  point  after  holding  your  line  with  the 
minimum  force.  Your  available  reserves  had  better  be  concentrated 
on  your  left  ready  for  movement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  or  anything  of  importance 
occurred  on  my  front  during  the  night.  The  picket-tiring  was  quite 
heavy. 

A.  E.  BUENSIDE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1SG4. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

We  had  on  fatigue  duty  last  night  1,000  men;  to-day  we  have  1,200 
men.  To  night  1,000  have  been  ordered.  An  additional  working  party 
for  to-night  of  400  are  now  called  for.  The  details  have  been  called 
for  by  Captain  Harwood,  of  the  engineers.  I  desire  to  know  if  they 
are  authorized,  and  to  state  that  the  corps  is  not  in  condition  to  furnish 
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such  large  details,  and  to  remind  the  commanding  general  that  the  men 
on  our  front  lines  are  constantly  under  fire,  and  such  portions  as  come 
off  the  lines  from  time  to  time  require  rest  and  are  not  in  condition  to 
work. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  186-1 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  BURNSIDE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say,  in  answer  to  your 
dispatch,  that  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  necessary  that  the 
works  in  hand  should  be  completed  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  that 
the  different  corps  must  furnish  every  man  that  can  be  made  available. 
It  was  intended  to  so  inform  the  corps  commanders  previous  to  the 
engineers  making  the  requisitions  you  mention,  which  the  commanding 
general  directs  me  to  say  are  authorized. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  additional  400  men  required  by  Captain  Harwood  cannot  be  fur 
nished  without  taking  men  off  the  line.  Six  hundred  men  from  the 
Second  Division  and  the  same  number  from  the  Third  Division  are  at 
work  to-day,  and  1,000  men  were  at  wrork  from  the  Fourth  Division  last 
night  and  the  same  number  to-night,  and  the  First  Division  cannot 
furnish  over  100  men  without  taking  them  from  the  line. 

A.  E.  BURXSIDE, 

Ma  jo  r- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864 — 5.15  p.  m. 
General  BURNSIDE: 

Your  dispatch  of  4.45  p.  m.  has  been  submitted  to  the  major-general 
commanding,  who  directs  that  the  additional  requisition  of  400  men 
must  be  furnished.  If  a  serious  attack  should  be  made,  the  details  can 
quickly  rejoin  their  commands. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  myself  in  command  of  this 
corps,  and  nothing  important  has  occurred  on  the  lines  during  the 
last  twelve  hours. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864—9.40  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Ninth  Corps  : 

Your  dispatch  is  just  received.  The  commanding  general  desires  to 
know  by  what  authority  or  under  what  circumstances  you  are  in  com 
mand  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  as  nothing  to  that  effect  has  been  received 
by  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864 — 9.55  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

GENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  9.40,  this  command  was 
turned  over  to  me  this  evening  by  General  Burnside,  who  goes  away 
under  a  leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days,  granted,  as  I  understand,  by 
Lieutennnt-General  Grant.  I  supposed,  of  course,  it  was  known  by  the 
major-general  commanding  the  army. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  have  turned  over  the  command  of  this  corps  to  General  Willcox, 
having  received  permission  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  to  absent 
myself  from  this  post.  I  supposed  you  knew  of  it. 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
August  13,  1864—10.15  p.  m.     (Received  10.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  BURNSIDE  : 

Your  dispatch  to  the  major-general  commanding  is  received.  He 
requests  me  to  say  he  had  no  notice  of  your  authority  to  be  absent,  but 
presumes  it  is  all  correct. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   \ra.,  August  13,  1864. 

GENERAL  :  In  anticipation  of  possible  movements  of  the  troops  of  a 
general  character  the  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the 
enemy's  lines  be  watched  closely  and  with  the  greatest  scrutiny,  and  that 
every  arrangement  be  made,  with  a  view  either  to  attack  in  front  or  to 


156  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

relieve  troops  of  other  corps,  or  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  their  line 
for. more  distant  operations.     Details  for  working  parties  for  to-morrow 
need  not  be  furnished,  the  work  being  suspended  for  the  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  V.  RICHARDS, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
(To  division  commanders.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  13,  186-1. 

Lieut.  C61.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  on  my  front  at 
present.  The  musketry  firing  during  the  night  was  heavy  and  contin 
uous.  The  railroad  trains  of  the  enemy  were  heard  running  during 
the  night.  Six  hundred  men  from  my  command  have  reported,  as 
ordered,  for  fatigue  duty. 

I  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT   B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  13,  1864, 

Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adj utant- General,  Ninth  ^ Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  Having  been  appointed  "general  of  the  trenches"  for  the 
tour  commencing  at  8  a.  m.  12th  instant,  and  ending  at  8  a.  m.  13th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following:  The  policing  in  and 
about  the  trenches  and  in  the  camps  of  the  reserves  was  ordered  and 
executed  satisfactorily.  A  new  line  is  being  constructed  with  exx'el- 
lent  abatis  in  rear  of  the  front  line  of  tlae  trenches  of  this  corps.  The 
picket-tiring  was  more  vigorous  than  usual,  and  the  enemy  opened  a 
brisk  fire  from  a  battery  of  heavy  pieces  in  front  of  the  Third  Division, 
and  from  their  mortars  in  front  of  the  First  Division,  but  did  no  dam 
age.  The  camps  of  some  of  the  regiments  of  the  Second  Division  are 
not  sufficiently  protected  from  the  stray  bullets  of  the  enemy,  and  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  timber  be  obtained  and  better  pro 
tection  made  for  these  troops. 

I  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PLEAS  ANTS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  changes  on  my  front  during  the 
last  twelve  hours.    The  enemy's  sharpshooters  in  front  of  the  Second 
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Division  (on  our  right)  annoy  our  men  very  much  in  the  ravine  directly 
in  rear  of  our  line;  also  on  the  railroad  where  it  is  crossed  by  the 
covered  way. 

I  aui,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  J5.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TlIIRD   DIVISION,  XlNTII   ARMY   CORPS, 

August  13,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  LEWIS  RICHMOND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Xinth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  iny  front  during  the 
day.     The  enemy  have  tired  less  than  usual  with  artillery  and  mus 
ketry. 

1  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Comman ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864. 
General  GREGG: 

Please  read  the  inclosed,  seal  it,  and  oblige  me  by  having  the  officer 
directed  to  General  Kautz's  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Iiiclosurc.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1S64. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

If  the  implements  for  destroying  railroads  provided  for  former  occa 
sions  are  with  your  trains  the  commanding  general  directs  that  you 
take  them  with  you,  giving  the  order  for  their  accompanying  you  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  will  not  admit  of  its  being  known 
that  they  are  with  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — General  Kautz  will  inform  the  commanding  general  where  his 
headquarters  are  established. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  CAV.  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  186-1. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS.,. 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  The  implements  for  destroying  railroads  are  not  in  my 
possession,  nor  do  I  know  what  disposition  was  made  of  them.     Gen- 
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era!  Kautz's  headquarters  are  at  present  near  Light-House  Point,  but 
I  will  advise  him  to  move  to  this  point.  I  have  directed  my  command 
to  move  at  4  this  p.  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1864. 

This  command  will  move  at  4  o'clock  this  p.  m.  Each  trooper  will 
be  provided  with  three  days'  rations  of  subsistence  and  two  days'  for 
age;  also,  sixty  rounds  of  carbine  ammunition  and  twelve  rounds  of 
pistol  cartridges.  All  dismounted  men  and  actually  unserviceable 
horses  will  be  sent  to  the  dismounted  camp,  and  the  unserviceable 
horses  only  after  having  been  inspected -by  the  brigade  inspectors. 
The  present  camps  will  be  broken  up,  and  all  wagons  and  vehicles  sent 
to  the  division  wagon  train.  One  wagon  will  be  allowed  to  accompany 
each  brigade  headquarters.  One  medicine  wagon  and  ten  ambulances 
will  accompany  the  command. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg : 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 
August  13,  1864 — 6.20  a.  m.     (Received  G.35  a.  in.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  rams  have  moved  down  in  the  next  reach  beyond  Dutch  Gap, 
below  Cox's  Ferry.    Battery  Sawyer  (water  battery)  is  replying. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  13,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

The  rebel  rams,  the  rebel  battery  at  signal  station  and  Hewlett  house, 
have  opened  upon  the  working  parties  at  Dutch  Gap.  The  Sawyer 
Battery,  which  is  the  one  at  Crow's  Nest  signal  station,  the  Water 
Battery,  the  mortar  battery  (Wilcox),  one  of  the  redoubts,  have  opened 
in  reply.  Five  or  six  men  were  wounded  by  a  chance  shot.  I  have 
directed  the  100-pounder,  which  is  in  position  at  Dutch  Gap,  to  open. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major -General.  • 
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List  of  rebel  forces  now  on  the  north  aide  of  the  James  River. 
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Division. 

Brigade. 

Regiment. 

Commander. 

Number 
of  men 
in  brigade. 

Field's  (of  Ander 
son's,  Into  Long- 
street's  corps). 


Wilcox's  «.f  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps). 


Benniug's  old.      2d    Georgia 

\  15th  Georgia 

!  17th  Georgia 

I  20th  Georgia 

Anderson 7th  Georgia 

8th  Georgia 
9th  Georgia 


Harris 

DuBose. . . 
Hodges . . . 
Wadclell . . 
Carmical  . 
Towers  . . . 
Mounger  . 


Law's  (Colonel 
Perry,  com 
manding). 


Gregg     (Kob- 
ertsou'sold). 


Bratton's(-Jcn- 
kius'  old). 


llth  Georgia I  Little. 

59th  Georgia Brown 

4th  Alabama Bowles  . . . 

15tL  Alabama '  Lowther  . . 

Perry   

Bulger 


Lane. 


44th  Alabama 

47th  Alabama 

48th  Alabama 

1st   Texas 

4th  Texas I  Key 

5th  Texas j  Powell 

3d    Arkansas Manning  . 

Hampton  Legion 

1st    South  Carolina  Volunteers  . .  i 

2d    South  Carolina  Rifles : 

5th  South  Carolina 

6th  South  Carolina Steedman. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters Walker  .. 


Me  G  o  w  a  n ' s 
(now  Con 
nor's). 


Haywood . 


7th  North  Carolina 

18th  North  Carolina 

33d  North  Carolina i  A  very 

28th  North  Carolina j  Speer 

37th  North  Carolina Barbour  .. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Prov.  Army.    Hamilton. 

1st  South  Carolina  Rifles Miller.... 

12th  South  Carolina Barnes 

13th  South  Carolina Edwards. . 

14th  South  Carolina Perria  . . . 


Total 


Aggregate . 


•1,000 


1,250 


1,250 


1,250 


1.250 


Total 6,  000 


1,250 


1,250 


2,500 


8,500 


The  Nineteenth  Virginia  Militia  (reserves)  is  also  there,  stationed  at 
Chaffin's  farm.     Colonel  Elliott  is  in  command.     This  is  all  the  force 
known  to  be  upon  the  north  side  of  James  River,  although  there  are 
rumors  of  another  brigade  being  there. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Asst.  Provost-Marshal, 

Office  Bureau  of  Information. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 

MEMORANDUM  :  From  various  reports  of  deserters  and  refugees  and 
from  all  the  circumstantial  evidence  that  can  be  obtained,  it  seems 
pretty  certain  that  Conner's  brigade*  of  Wilcox's  division,  has  left  and 
gone  to  join  Early  up  the  Valley;  also  that  Gregg  and  Benuing  have 
gone  from  Field's  division.  The  whole  division  is  reported  under  march 
ing  orders,  but  all  of  it  has  not  yet  left.  Supposing,  however,  all  the 
force  here  named  to  be  there,  and  allowing  250  men  to  a  regiment, 
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which  is  full  all  they  will  number,  the  total  force  on  the  north  side  of 
the  James  is  not  over  8,500  men,  independent  of  what  small  reserve 
militia  force  is  scattered  through  the  country  there. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide  de-Camp,  and  Asst.  Provost-Marshal. 

[Indorsement.] 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  given  this  in  detail  that  you  may  examine  for 
yourself.  In  my  opinion  there  are  not  5,000  regular  Confederates  north 
of  the  Jaines  and  south  of  Richmond. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1861 — 7.15  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

Howlett  battery  has  opened.     First  shot  struck  near  the  lauding  at 
Dutch  Gap. 

G.  S.  DANA, 

Captain,  tOc. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  13,  1861. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  4  p.  m. 
ten  cars  partly  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward  Rich 
mond. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  13.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

(Sent  to  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant,  5.30  p.  m.) 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  13,  18V4. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  on  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  5.45  p. 
m.  a  heavy  column  of  dust  was  seen  on  turnpike  advancing  toward 
Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  13.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  CONNECTICUT  ARTILLERY, 

August  13,  186-1. 

Lieut.  B.  P.  LEARNED, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Siege  Train: 
LIEUTENANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  at  3  p.  ra., 
I  arrived  at  Dutch  (rap  with  a  100-potmder  gun,  which  was  taken  to  its 
position  with  the  least  possible  delay.  There  were  no  preparations 
made  for  placing-  the  gun  in  position;  the  parapet  was  about  three  feet 
high;  no  platform  laid;  no  magazine  yet  commenced  at  dark  last  even 
ing;  yet  it  is  expected  by  Major  Ludlow  to  have  the  gun  in  position 
ready  for  service  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HATFIELD, 
Capt.,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Ordnance  Officer,  tiiege  Train. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \          HDQRS.  2D  Div.,  K)TH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  73.  (  Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 

******* 

II.  Col.  F.  A.  Osborn,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
having  reported,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  headquarters  Tenth 
Army  Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade 
of  this  division.  The  brigade  staff  of  the  Third  Brigade  will  report  to 
Col.  F.  A.  Osborn. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Turner: 

ISRAEL  II.  SEALY, 
Capt.,  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  101.  \  In  the  Field,  August  13,  1864. 

******* 

o.  Col.  F.  A.  Osborn,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  ordered  to  report  immediately  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner,  com 
manding  Second  Division,  for  assignment  to  duty  in  command  of  a  bri 
gade. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


AUGUST  13,  1804 — S.25  p.  m. 

Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Proceed  as  directed  in  verbal  conference.     Written  instructions  in 
accordance  therewith  are  on  the  way  to  you. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  G  en  era  I,  Co  mm  an  ding. 

1J.  R  R-^y,OL  XLII,  PT  n 


162  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

August  13,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  heretofore  given  yon,  upon 
consultation,  yon  will  take  all  the  men  that  can,  in  your  judgment,  be 
spared  from  the  lines  between  the  Appomattox  and  the  James;  march 
across  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Deep  Bottom  at  such  time  as  will  enable 
you  to  strike  the  enemy  in  front  of  Brigadier-General  Foster  in  the 
most  feasible  form  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  14th.  You  will 
take  such  portion  of  General  Fostei's  command,  and  add  it  to  your 
own,  as  you  think  will  be  prudent.  As  you  are  to  advance,  leaving 
Deep  Bottom  behind  you,  in  my  judgment  a  small  force  will  be  neces 
sary.  You  will  turn  over  the  command  of  the  line  of  defenses  to  Briga 
dier-General  Turner,  instructing  him  what  troops  you  have  left  for  that 
purpose.  I  shall  be  able  to  add  from  the  dismounted  cavalry  and  from 
Graham  possibly  800  men.  You  may  order  such  portion  of  the  garri 
son  of  Fort  Converse  as  you  think  can  be  spared  for  the  present.  Per 
haps  you  can  draw  largely,  too,  on  General  Turner.  I  forbear  giving 
instructions  in  writing,  because  the  details  have  already  been  arranged 
between  us  personally.  Yon  will  report  to  Major- General  Hancock, 
who  will  be  at  Deep  Bottom  in  the  course  of  the  night.  Any  other 
instructions  that  you  may  desire  from  me  will  be  promptly  met  by 
telegraph. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- Genera I,  Comm anding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  13,  1864. 

Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

General  Terry  will  remain  in  command  of  his  division,  very  few  of 
whom  are  in  the  line  of  defenses.  General  Turner  will  be  put  in  com 
mand  of  all  the  troops  used  in  the  defense  of  the  line.  General  Ter 
ry's  division  extends  farther  and  beyond,  and  on  application  I,  being 
present,  will  order  such  troops  of  General  Terry's  division  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  line  of  defenses  to  report  to  General  Turner. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Gen  era  I,  Co  mm  anding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  24.  )      In  Field,  near  Hatchers,  Va.,  August  13, 1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  McGilvery,  First  Maine  Light  Artillery,  having  re 
ported  for  duty  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  Department,  is 
hereby  announced  as  chief  of  artillery  and  of  ordnance  of  the  corps, 
and  will  at  once  assume  command  of  the  Artillery  Brigade,  relieving 
Capt.  F.  M.  Follett,  Fourth  Artillery,  who  will  resume  command  of  his 
battery. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adfytant- General* 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7,7,  1864. 

Division  commanders  and  chief  of  artillery  will  hold  their  commands 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notrce.  Three  days'  cooked  rations 
will  be  ready  from  this  evening.  Inspections  will  be  at  once  had  and  re 
ports  made  as  to  ammunition  in  cartridge  boxes  and  in  train.  The 
chief  of  artillery  will  see  that  three  days'  forage  is  carried  on  the  cais 
sons.  All  enlisted  men  acting  as  clerks  or  waiters  must  be  armed 
and  ready  to  join  their  companies  on  the  inarch.  The.  only  exceptions 
to  this  rule  will  be  made  by  division  commanders  where  the  public  serv 
ice  demands  it.  Arms  sufficient  to  equip  all  unequipped  men  can  be 
obtained  at  the  corps  hospital.  Great  care  must  be  taken  to  see  that 
shoes  are  issued  to  supply  all  deficiencies.  This  must  be  done  to-day. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MARCHING  ORDERS.)     HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  .7.7,  1864. 

This  corps  will  move  promptly  at  11  p.  m.  in  the  following  order: 
First  Division,  Second  Division,  Birney's  brigade.  The  march  will  be 
to  Deep  Bottom,  crossing  at  pontoon  bridge  near  General  Foster's 
headquarters  and  massing  near  there  in  position  to  be  indicated  by  a 
staff'  officer.  The  chief  of  artillery  will  designate  four  batteries  to 
accompany  the  movement,  two  to  be  assigned  during  it  to  each  divis 
ion.  General  Turner  will  order  the  brigade  of  his  on  picket  and  in 
trenches  to  report  temporarily  to  General  Terry,  who  will  assume  com 
mand  of  the  troops  of  the  Tenth  Corps  left  in  the  trenches,  and  defend 
the  line,  using  every  precaution  to  conceal  the  departure  of  troops. 
The  usual  calls  will  be  sounded  along  the  line.  The  ambulances  of  the 
corps  will  be  parked  near  the  pontoon  bridge  below  Jones'  Landing. 
Trains  will  be  parked  in  convenient  positions.  Only  sick  men  will  be 
left  in  camp  and  those  unequipped.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  turn 
out  the  full  strength.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn,  with  the  Fourth 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  will  report  to  General  Terry  and  be  placed, 
without  delay,  in  the  trenches.  General  Terry  will  report  here  for  fuller 
orders.  Headquarters  of  the  corps  will  be  during  the  movement  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  James,  near  the  pontoon  bridge. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13,  1864.     (Received  10.50  p.  m.) 
General  BUTLER: 

General  Birney  has  communicated  to  me  your  order  for  me  to  remain 
in  command  of  trenches.     Two  brigades  of  my  division  go  with  Gen 
eral  Birney.    My  place  is  with  them,     It  seems  to  be  my  right  to  go. 
Respectfully, 

JNO.  W.  TURNER, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  13,  186-i — 11.05  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Tenth  Army  Corp*  : 

I  agree  it  is  your  right  to  go,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  somebody  to  stay. 
The  lieutenant-general  particularly  designated  you  this  morning  to  me. 
I  appreciate  your  wishes  as  a  soldier.  I  wish  we  could  all  go,  but  the 
path  of  duty  is  not  always  along  the  road  of  inclination.  Motives  of 
personal  friendship  made  me  consent  that  you  should  stay. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 

Major-  Genera  1. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  CORPS, 

Bermuda  Hundred.  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  First  Division  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  this  command  ready  to  march, 
except  tilling  haversacks  and  striking  tents.  The  brigade  will  inarch 
with  about  the  following  numbers;  entire  accuracy  is  impossible: 


On  march.     ;  ,^?? 


Left  in  in 
valid  camp. 


Regiment. 


!  I 


7th  Connecticut  Volunteers  .        15          ri93 

2           30 

7th  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  'JO         ;i.~>9 

38 

6th  Connecticut  Volunteers   14          500 

4           40 

3d    New  Hampshire  Volunteers  <      20          452 

1           40 

16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  5          244 

5           50 

Total  74       1  948 

12  i      207 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  It.  HAWLEY, 
Colonel  Seventh  Connecticut   Volunteers.  Comdg.  Brigade. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  }      HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE, 

£•  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  5.  \  Xear  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  13,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  corps  headquarters  the  undersigned 
hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Tenth 
Army  Corps.  The  brigade  staff  will  remain  the  same  as  heretofore 
announced. 

F.  A.  OSBOKX, 
Colonel  Ticenty -fourth  Massachusetts   Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Bland7 s  House,  August  13,  1864 — 9  a.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

1  have  to  report  that  all  is  quiet  in  front  of  the  line  from  Sinai  Church 
to  Cocke's  Mill  this  morning.     No  pickets  of  the  enemy  in  sight.     This 
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line  is  picketed  by  the  Second  Brigade  of  my  division,  under  Colonel 
Spear,  of  the  First  Brigade.  One  regiment  (Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry) 
has  been  sent  to  Fort  Powhatan  to  look  after  the  interruptions  of  the 
telegraph  line.  The  other  regiment,  Third  Xew  York  Cavalry,  Colonel 
Lewis,  was  sent  to  relieve  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Division,  Cavalry 
Corps,  last  night,  and  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  it.  I  have  directed 
Colonel  Lewis  to  report  direct  to  yon,  morning  and  evening,  the  condition 
of  affairs  at  his  line,  as  it  would  cause  too  much  delay  to  send  his  report 
through  these  headquarters.  The  line  is  very  long  and  thin,  and  the 
whole  division  being  on  duty  I  have  no  reserves.  In  front  of  the  Second 
Brigade  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  force  of  the  enemy,  but  small 
parties  of  the  enemy  are  constantly  attempting  to  capture  the  pickets. 
Six  of  my  men  have  been  captured  in  the  past  six  days  on  this  line  in 
spite  of  every  precaution  to  prevent  them.  As  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
has  passed  beyond  my  control  I  do  not  know  when  to  expect  its  return. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST   V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General.  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  will  send  duplicate  of  General  Kautz's  order  to  him,  and  direct  him 
to  move  his  headquarters  to  Prince  George  Court-House  (vicinity  of). 

A.  A.  II. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Auguxt  13,  1861 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

Colonel  Lewis,  commanding  Third  Xew  York  Cavalry,  reports  that 
his  regiment,  370  strong,  relieved  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
in  picketing  on  the  left  of  the  army.  The  major-general  commanding 
considers  that  the  main  part  of  your  force  should  be  posted  on  the  left, 
picketing  and  patrolling  between  that  and  the  Blackwater.  As  all  the 
camps  and  trains  have  been  removed  from  Jordan's  Point  and  that 
vicinity,  very  little  force  will  be  required  to  watch  between  the  Black- 
water  and  James.  Please  report  the  disposition  you  make  of  your  com 
mand  under  this  view  and  where  your  headquarters  are. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  8taff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August   i:i,  18G-1—12  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

Your  communication  ot  9  a.  m.  is  received.  At  10.30  a.  in.  1  sent 
you  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  your  force,  a  copy  of  which  I 
inclose.*  Not  less  than  a  brigade  should  be  between  the  left  and  the 
Blackwater,  and  a  stronger  force  than  that  when  your  regiment  returns 
from  Powhatan.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  establish 

*  See  uext.  ante. 
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your  headquarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Prince  George  Court-House,  and 
that  you  keep  the  full  amount  of  supplies  on  hand  required  by  orders, 
and  be  prepared  to  move  at  short  notice.  You  will  get  your  supplies 
from  the  depots  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Xear  Prince  George  Court-House.  August  13,  1SO-1 — '.)  p.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Anny  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Major  Baker,  commanding-  First  District  of  Columbia 
Cavalry,  who  was  stationed  at  Sycamore  Church  and  who  has  reported 
here  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Lewis  with  his  regiment,  reports  that  there 
is  a  large  herd  of  Government  cattle  near  Cocke's  Mill  that  is  exposed 
to  guerrillas  th.it  are  very  numerous.  The  withdrawal  of  Major  Baker 
leaves  no  protection  there  except  an  occasional  patrol  from  Mount 
Sinai  Church.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  telegraph  will  be  cut  near 
Cocke's  Mill  as  soon  as  it  is  known  that  Major  Baker  has  been  with 
drawn. 

Very  respectfully, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Com mandir.g. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  don't  see  why  the  regiment  was  not  left  at  Sycamore  Church  to 
make  an  occasional  patrol  to  Mount  Sinai  Church.  If  General  K.  has 
a  regiment  near  Mount  Sinai  had  he  not  better  send  it  to  Sycamore  ? 
Chief  part  of  force  between  Black  water  and  James  to  be  posted  at  Syca 
more  Church,  patrolling  toward  Blackwater,  &c. 

A.  A.  H. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  13,  1861 — 10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

Your  dispatch  of  9  p.  in.  is  received.  The  commanding  general  con 
siders  that  the  chief  part  of  the  force  between  the  Blackwater  and 
James  should  be  at  Sycamore  Church,  patrolling  toward  the  Black- 
water  and  elsewhere  that  may  be  necessary,  and  directs  that  you 
arrange  accordingly. 

A.  A.  HUMPH  HE  YS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  <>f 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

August  13,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  titaff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Your  note  of  this  evening  has  been  received.  If  I  com 
ply  with  the  instructions  contained  in  it,  it  reduces  the  line  to  pre 
cisely  what  it  was  this  morning,  or  else  leaves  a  gap  at  Mount  Sinai 
Church,  which  I  regard  as  the  most  important  point  of  the  line.  By 
weakening  the  force  at  Mount  Sinai  Church  1  can  extend  it  to  Syca 
more,  but  the  force,  will  not  be  strong  enough  to  be  a  protection  for 
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the  cattle  herd,  for  .a  force  sufficient  to  drive  oil'  the  cattle  could 
break  through  the  line.  The  line  from  the  left  of  the  array  to  Syca 
more  Church  is  about  twenty-five  miles.  To  picket  this  line  I  have- 
now  about  1,300  men.  If  the  regiment  at  Fort  Powhatan  were  here  I 
would  place  it  at  Sycamore  Church,  which  would  hold  that  point.  By 
telegraphing  to  General  Butler  it  could  be  ascertained  when  that  regi 
ment  will  be  back,  and  I  could  halt  it  there.  It  would  perhaps  be 
safest  to  call  the  cattle  herd  iu  for  the  present,  nearer  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  oL-edient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General.  Commanding. 


WASHING-TON.  I).  C.,  August  11, 1S6-1 — 1,50  p.  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

The  Secretary  of  War  and.  I  concur  that  you  had  better  confer  with 
General  Lee  and  stipulate  for  a  mutual  discontinuance  of  house  burn 
ing  and  other  destruction  of  private  property.  The  time  and  manner 
of  conference  and  particulars  of  stipulation  we  leave,  on  out  part,  to 
your  convenience  and  judgment. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


STRAWBERRY  PLAINS,  YA..  August  11, 186-1 — 10  a.  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.  loth.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W,  HAL,LECK,  Washington,  1).  C'.: 

Last  night  I  moved  the  Second  Corps,  about  9,000  men  of  the  Tenth 
Corps,  and  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry,  to  this  (north)  side  of  the  river 
to  threaten  Richmond  from  the  north,  and,  if  possible,  to  draw  back 
troops  from  the  Valley.  We  have  captured  prisoners  from  four  differ 
ent  brigades  of  Field's  division,  Longstreet's  corps,  and  also  from  Wil- 
cox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps.  Field's  division  is  one  that  we  supposed 
had  gone  to  the  Valley.  We  know  two  divisions  of  Hill's  corps  to  be 
at  Petersburg.  This  fixes  the  third  division  here,  as  1  have  heretofore 
supposed.  Pickett's  division,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  is  opposite  Butler  at 
Bermuda  Hundred.  This  leaves  but  one  division  of  infantry  to  have 
gone  to  the  Valley.  I  am  now  satisfied  no  more  has  gone."  Please  for 
ward  this  to  Sheridan. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  li,  18G-1 — S  p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  p.  in.,  IGth.) 
Major-General  HALLECK,  Washington,  I).  C.  : 

The  move  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  to-day  developed  the  pres 
ence  of  Field's  division,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  which  I  supposed  had 
gone  to  the  Valley.  Pickett's  division  is  also  here.  We  captured  G 
pieces  of  artillery  and  over  100  prisoners.  Longstreet's  troops  were 
tinder  marching  orders,  and  this  move  will  detain  it  at  least  for  the 
present.  I  think  Sheridan  is  still  superior  to  Early  in  numbers,  but 
not  sufficiently  so  to  attack  fortifications. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  14,  18(11. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Special  Orders,  No.  73,  granting  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  to 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richmond,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  are  on  the  way  to  your  head 
quarters;  also  leave  of  absence  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peirce,  chief 
quartermaster,  for  eight  days,  granted  on  recommendation  of  General 
lugalls. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  1864 — $.30  a.  )>t. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Pointy  or  Deep  Bottom  : 

Have  i  any  authority  to  call  on  General  Old  for  assistance  in  case  of 
making  a  movement1?  The  only  movement  in  my  judgment  practica 
ble  is  to  take  Warren  out  of  his  lines  and  move  him  around  the 
enemy's  works  till  he  finds  a  point  he  can  penetrate.  To  do  this  his 
line  must  either  be  occupied  by  the  extension  of  the  Ninth  and  Eight 
eenth  Corps,  or  else  left  unoccupied,  in  which  case  there  are  redoubts 
which,  should  the  enemy  get  possession  of,  it  might  seriously  embarrass 
us  to  recover.  I  have  sent  my  engineers  to  examine  how  Parke's  left 
flank  can  be  covered  in  case  of  Warren's  line  being  given  up;  but 
should  it  be  deemed  best  to  hold  Warren's  line  some  portion  of  the 
Eighteenth,  if  any  can  be  spared,  must  assist  in  the  extension. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Deep  Bottom,  August  11,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  etc. : 

In  case  you  find  it  practicable  to  make  any  demonstration  against 
Petersburg,  command  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  as  you  deem  proper. 
General  Ord  will  be  directed  to  receive  orders  from  you. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 
TAeutenant- General. 


HDQRS.  SIGNAL  DEPT.,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  1864 — H  p.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Ntaff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  the  signal 
officer  with  the  Fifth  Corps : 

The  enemy's  infantry  has  been  passing  on  road  right  of  Petersburg,  going  to  our 
right,  ambulances  and  a  train"  of  wagons  following  them,  moving  rapidly.  Should 
call  it  a  division. 

D.  E.  CASTLE, 

Ai-tiny  Siynal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain   and   Chief  Signal   Officer. 
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|  Indorsement.] 

AUGUST  14,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieutejiant-General  GRANT  : 

The  above  just  received.     This  is  the  first  indication  of  any  move 
ment  that  has  been  seen  to-day. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Any u at  11,  1861 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT : 

I  propose  to  withdraw  Warren  to-night,  and  leave  his  line  to  be  held 
by  Parke,  extending  Ord  as  far  as  the  exploded  mine;  Warren  to  be 
held  in  reserve,  either  for  a  movement  or  to  re-enforce  any  part  of  the 
line  if  attacked.  As  Ord  was  to  be  used  only  in  case  of  a  movement, 
I  submit  this  to  vou  before  giving  orders. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT.  V.v.,  Aitflust  //,  186  i— 7.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  dr.  .- 

You  may  extend  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  as  you  propose. 
If  Parke  and  Ord  will  leave  a  very  thin  line  in  the  works  and  have  the 
bulk  of  their  men  in  reserve,  it  will  rest  them  very  much.  1  am  satis- 
tied  that  a  thin  skirmish  line  is  plenty  to  man  our  works,  especially 
where  there  is  a  reserve. 

II.  S.  GRANT, 
Lie  u  ten  a  n  t-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  If,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  One  lieutenant  and  four  privates,  deserters  from  the  enemy, 
have  j  ust  been  forwarded  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  The 
privates  belong  to  the  ^Sixth  and  Sixty- lirst  Virginia  'Regiments,  Weisi- 
ger's  brigade,  Mahone's  division.  Hill's  corps.  They  report  no  changes  in 
the  enemy's  position  since  the  departure  of  Longstreet's  corps.  A  part  of 
McLaws'  division, of  Longstreet's  corps,moved  from  the  rear  of  Mahone's 
division  across  the  Appomattox  three  or  four  days  ago  and  was  said  to 
be  going  to  Early.  There  are  now  but  two  divisions  of  Hill's  corps 
and  the  two  divisions  of  Beauregard's  command  on  this  side  of  the 
Appomattox.  The  lieutenant  is  from  the  Thirteenth  Alabama  Regi 
ment,  Fry's  brigade,  Heth's  division,  and  came  in  this  morning  about 
daylight.  He  is  very  well  informed,  and  corroborates  previous  infor 
mation  of  the  enemy's  position.  The  four  divisions  of  the  enemy  lie 
from  right  to  left  as  follows:  Mahone's.  Ileth's,  Hoke's,  and  Bnshrod 
Johnson's.  Two  brigades  of  Mahone's  division  are  in  reserve.  One 
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of  informants  saw  General  Lee  yesterday  at  General  Mahone's  head 
quarters.     The  rumor  that  lie  had  gone  to  the  Valley  is  unfounded. 
They  report  that  a  large  force  of  cavalry  inarched  through  Petersburg 
yesterday  morning  going  north,  supposed  to  Early. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-     JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 

[ladorsemt'iit.j 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

August  1-1,  186 1 — V.oO  p.  m. 
Forwarded  for  Lietiteiiant-Geueral  Grant's  information. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  Fifth  Corps  and 
the  occupation  of  the  lines  of  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps.  The 
Fifth  will  be  held  in  reserve  for  contingencies.  No  further  intelligence 
has  been  received  from  signal  officers  that  has  not  been  sent  you,  except 
that  between  o  and  6  p.  m.  the  officer  on  the  plank  road  saw  a  small 
body  of  cavalry,  with  wagons  and  ambulances,  moving  northward  along 
the  Weldon  railroad. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  11,  1861. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Five  deserters  from  Fincgan's  (Florida)  brigade,  who  came 
in  this  morning,  report  that  last  night  Mahone's  and  Wilcox's  old  bri 
gades,  of  Mahone's  division,  were  taken  from  the  trenches  and  moved 
to  the  rear,  where  they  are  now  lying  in  reserve  for  the  balance  of  the 
division.  They  say  that  the  enemy  are  apprehensive  that  we  are 
about  blowing  up  a  fort  of  theirs  opposite  our  Fort  Hell,  and  they 
think  the  movement  last  night  was  made  preparatory  to  an  expected 
attack  by  us  at  that  point.  They  say  that  yesterday's  Richmond 
papers  reported  that  Admiral  Farragut  had  taken  Mobile,  and  that  a 
strong  column  of  our  troops  were  marching  into  the  heart  of  the  coun 
try  from  that  point.  They  say  it  has  for  some  time  past  been  reported 
in  their  camps  that  Long-street  has  gone  to  the  Valley. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


GIBBON'S  HOUSE  STATION,  August  14,  186-1—7  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER. 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

Nothing  unusual  visible  in  the  enemy's  line  this  morning.     Roads 
west  and  southwest  of  the  city  inclosed  by  fog. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 
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PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  August  if.  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHEK: 

Unusually  quiet  within  the  enemy's  lines  this  morning1.     Xo  change 
of  eanips  visible. 

II.  AY.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 
Captain  FISHER  : 

A  single  party  of  enemy  at  work  on  old  liiic  to  right  of  Gregory's 
house;  otherwise  all  quiet. 

I.  S.  LYON, 

Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded;  it  is  from  an  ofticer  on  Warren's  front. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  14,  1864—12.45  p.  in. 
Captain  FISHER: 

A  small  force  of  enemy  are  moving  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  the 
cannonade.  They  are  moving  about  opposite  Lieutenant  Duflfs  sta 
tion  and  evidently  come  from  the  camps  nearly  opposite  his  station. 
They  carry  knapsacks,  &c.  1  have  seen  only  about  100  in  motion. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  14,  18G4. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  signal  officer  reports  that  the  camps  to  the  left  of  Cobb's 
have  disappeared. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  &c. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC;,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  14,  1S64. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  evening  report 
from  the  Plank  Road  Station : 

Two  hundred  cavalry  and  led  horses  and  five  wagons  moved  to  our  right  on  line 
of  Weldon  railroad  between  5  and  5.40  p.  m.,  apparently  the  rear  of  a  stronger  force, 
as  the  rain  prevented  a  view  of  that  line  between  4.20  and  5  p.  m.  Fatigue  party  of 
200  men  with  picks  and  spades  came  from  our  extreme  left  at  6  p.  in.,  moving  toward 
Petersburg;  these  men  were,  I  think,  working  on  some  fortifications  near  the  \Veldou 
railroad,  but  behind  the  woods  and  farther  south  than  we  can  see. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  OUTPOSTS, 

McCann's  House,  August  14,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  lines.  At  a 
point  two  miles  from  my  right  the  enemy  has  advanced  his  lines  about 
sixty  rods. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  LEWIS. 
Colonel  Third  Xeic   York  Car  airy,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864. — .-;  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

At  this  moment  not  more  than  half  of  the  troops  have  landed  from 
the  steamers.  We  have  been  working-  all  night.  It  will  be  9  o'clock 
before  all  of  the  corps  are  disembarked.  The  cavalry  are  across.  I 
ordered  General  Birney  to  attack  at  daylight,  but  I  have  since  ordered 
him  to  defer  it  until  we  are  ready  here  unless  he  has  commenced  it.  I 
have  not  heard  his  firing  yet. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

WIXF'I)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  llj  1864 — u.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

GENERAL:  General  Birney  has  driven  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  cap 
turing,  he  says,  about  100.  I  have  sent  to  have  them  questioned.  Two 
of  my  divisions  are  now  advancing.  General  Biruey's  present  line  is 
the  Kingsland  road.  He  will  advance  with  my  troops. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Mojo  r-Oen  era  I,  Comma  u  din  a. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 8.25  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

GENERAL:  I  telegraphed  you  at  5  a.  m.,  but  I  am  informed  that  one 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  telegraph  line  was  knocked  down  last  night. 
My  telegram  was  to  the  effect  that  not  more  than  one-half  of  my  troops 
were  disembarked  at  that  hour  (5  a.  m.)  and  that  I  had  directed  General 
Birney  to  suspend  his  attack  until  I  sent  him  further  orders.  At  this 
hour  two  divisions  are  disembarked  and  about  one-half  of  the  third. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major -General,  Commanding  iSeeond  Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 3.20  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

General  Barlow  attacked  the  enemy's  line  on  the  Central  road;  took 
the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  driving  the  enemy  out,  bnt  tailed  to  take  the 
second  and  third  lines,  though  attempting  it  twice.  lie  is  now  about  to 
try  it  again,  and  thinks  he  will  succeed.  The  troops  are  not  behaving 
steadily  to-day.  A  great  many  are  straggling  and  sunstruck.  The 
loss  in  officers  has  been  heavy.  The  enemy's  force  did  not  appeal- 
large.  The  point  referred  to  is  about  a  mile  up  the  Central  road  from 
the  New  Market  road. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Barlow  has  made  another  attack  upon  the  enemy  and  has 
been  repulsed  with  some  loss.  The  enemy  are  massing  pretty  heavily 
to  their  left,  and  I.  rather  anticipate  an  attack  upon  General  Barlow. 
General  Birneyjust  reported  to  me  that  he  has  captured  six  pieces  and 
two  mortars.  I  have  ordered  all  my  skirmishers  to  advance  on  my  left 
when  the  enemy  commenced  massing  on  my  right,  including  those  of 
General  Biriiey. 

Very  respectfully, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


CITY  POINT,  August  14,  1864 — 7.30  p.  in. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

No  movement  of  troops  from  Petersburg  has  been  observed  until  this 
evening.  A  body,  supposed  to  be  about  a  division,  now  seems  to  be  mov 
ing:  so  reported  by  signal  officer. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

14,  1864—12.45  p.  m.     (Received  2.45  p.  m.) 
General  MEADE: 

The  command  has  taken  a  few  prisoners  from  each  of  eleven  different 
regiments  to-day;  all,  without  an  exception,  so  far  as  ascertained,  of 
Field's  division,  representing  four  or  five  of  his  brigades.  A  part  of 
my  force  is  now  moving  over  on  the  Central  road,  holding  the  New  Mar 
ket  road.  General  Birney  occupies  the  Kings! and  road,  and  will  shortly 
try  to  seize  the  New  Market  road  on  his  front.  I  was  delayed  mate 
rially  this  morning  by  the  transports  not  being  able  to  get  the  troops 
oft'  until  0  o'clock.  Two  regiments  not  arrived  yet.  General  Grant 
has  been  here. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11  j  1804 — 0.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

General  Birney  has  called  upon  me  for  transportation  for  six  guns  and 
two  mortars,  captured  by  him  this  evening.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
but  they  will  be  gotten  off  after  dark  to-night.  General  Barlow  did  not 
attack  the  enemy's  left,  which  was  refused,  but  attacked  a  salient  of 
their  line.  He  had  a  persistent  fight;  although  he  did  not  carry  it  lie 
held  the  ground  passed  over.  The  attack  by  General  Barlow  was  not 
made  in  sufficient  force,  but  the  troops  did  not  fight  with  their  accus 
tomed  vigor.  Owing  to  the  excessive  heat,  large  numbers  straggled  from 
ranks.  The  loss  was  considerable.  The  troops  saved  their  honor  by 
not  losing  their  killed  and  wounded.  Gregg  reports  the  Charles  City 
road  cut  up  by  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  the  advance  of  which  he 
carried.  They  were  occupied  by  Hampton's  Legion.  The  lines  were 
thinly  held,  but  were  re-enforced  while  Barlow  was  attacking. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — 1  shall  set  Birney  at  work  in  the  morning  as  General  Grant 
suggested. 

W.  S.  II. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1861 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Your  several  telegrams  received,  f  am  glad  to  hear  of  Birney's  suc 
cess,  and  sympathize  with  Barlow  in  his  losses.  Nothing  new  has 
occurred  in  my  front  to-day  till  5  p.  m.,  when  the  signal  officer  at  Fifth 
Corps  headquarters  reported  the  movement  of  a  column  of  infantry 
northward. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


SIGNAL  STATION,  August  11,  1861.    (Received  2.40  p.  in.) 
General  HANCOCK: 

The  enemy  has  just  been  closing  up  to  his  left  in  the  line  of  breast 
works  on  the  cleared  hill  in  General  Mott's  front.  The  works  appear 
now  to  be  well  filled. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  of  this  command  are  ordered: 
During  the  night  Major-General  Birney,  Tenth  Corps,  will  move  his 
command  from  its  present  position  to  the  vicinity  of  these  headquar 
ters  by  such  route  as  he  may  select.  It  is  required  that  the  entire 
command  be  massed  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  in  its  new  position  by  3 
a.  m.  of  the  15th.  As  soon  after  daylight  on  the  15th  as  practicable 
division  commanders  will  hold  their  present  lines  by  a  strong  line  of 
skirmishers,  well  supported,  and  will  mass  the  remainder  of  their  com 
mands  in  readiness  to  support  their  own  lines  or  move  to  the  support 
Oi'  others.  General  Birney  will  not  relieve  his  skirmish  Hue  uow  con- 
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nected  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  Third  Division  will  be 
massed  opposite  the  right  of  its  picket-line,  the  Second  Division  oppo 
site  its  centre,  and  the  First  Division  near  the  junction  of  New  Market 
and  Central  roads.  At  <>  a.  m.  Major-Geiieral  Birney,  with  his  com 
mand,  will  move  out  on  the  Central  road,  and  turn  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  if  possible.  If  this  is  not  found  practicable,  and  General  Birney 
considers  the  chances  favorable  for  a  successful  assault,  he  will  attack 
the  enemy's  position  with  his  whole  force.  If  he  succeeds  in  breaking 
the  line  lie  will  then  direct  his  attack  toward  New  Market,  and  will  be 
supported  by  the  Second  Corps.  The  cavalry,  under  General  Gregg, 
will  cover  the  right  flank  and  rear  during  these  operations. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assist  ant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  13  [14  ?},  186-1 — 5.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER  : 

1  attacked  with  a  strong  brigade  of  Second  Division,  and  was  re 
pulsed  with  considerable  loss.  If  I  retain  the  hill,  which  we  took  to-day, 
1  have  not  enough  troops  to  have  a  continuous  line  of  battle  from  the 
point  occupied  by  General  Miles' brigade  (which  I  think  it  important 
to  hold)  and  the  point  on  my  extreme  right.  I  think  I  have  not  troops 
enough  to  occupy  so  extended  a  line,  and  that  I  should  draw  it  in,  giving 
up  the  hill  we  took. 
Respectfully, 

FRANCIS  C.  BARLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864—10.40  a.  m, 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  after  estab 
lishing  your  skirmish  line  you  place  your  division  as  follows:  One 
strong  regiment  to  hold  the  houses  and  vicinity  on  the  New  Mar 
ket  and  Malvern  Hill  road;  the  remainder  of  your  command  massed 
near  the  cross-roads  in  rear  of  your  line  (at  the  intersection  of  the  New 
Market  and  Malvern  Hill  road  with  the  cross-roads  connecting  this 
road  with  the  New  Market  and  Long  Bridge  road),  prepared  to  move 
to  the  support  of  General  Barlow.  One  brigade  of  your  division  will 
probably  be  required  to  relieve  the  left  brigade  (General  Miles')  of  the 
First  Division,  and  you  will  send  a  staff  officer  to  General  Barlow  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  this  brigade. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  tOc. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864—7  a,  m, 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Shall  I  take  in  my  picket-line  on  left  of  the  plank  road? 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major -General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1861 — 8.15  a.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corp* : 

Draw  in  all  the  pickets  you  do  not  consider  necessary  tor  your  imme 
diate  security. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titafi. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  li,  1861.     (Received  9  a.  in.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  iny  front  during  the  night. 
Five  deserters  from  Florida  brigade  were  received  this  morning,  and 
are  on  the  way  to  army  headquarters. 

G.  K.  WAKE  EN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Aunuxt  U,  1X6-1— 10.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN: 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  upon  the  happening 
of  the  contingency  referred  to  last  night  the  whole  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
will  be  withdrawn  from  the  trenches  and  directed  against  the  enemy's 
right  flank  beyond  the  Weldon  railroad.  General  Ord  will  extend  his 
left  to  the  vicinity  of  Buruside's  mine,  and  the  Is  i nth  Corps  will  occupy 
the  remainder  of  the  army  front  as  far  as  the  large  redoubt  on  the  plank 
road.  A  dispatch  has  been  received  from  Hancock,  dated  5  a.  m.,  stat 
ing  that  all  his  troops  would  not  be  disembarked  much  before  9  a.  m., 
half  only  being  ashore  then.  The  cavalry  was  all  over.  Nothing  fur 
ther  since. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  11,  1861 — 3.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Stajf  : 

I  have  here  an  officer,  Second  Lieutenant  Smith,  Thirteenth  Alabama, 
Heth's  division.  He  came  in  last  night.  Heth's  division  is  next  to 
Beauregard's,  on  his  left,  and  right  of  Heth's  extends  across  the  plank 
road;  next  comes  Mahone's,  and  his  right  docs  not  extend  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  Longstreet's  corps  has  gone  to  the 
Valley  and  thinks  he  is  in  command.  Lee  is  here.  Lieutenant  Smith 
saw  him  yesterday.  Lieutenant  Smith  says  Heth's  and  Mahone's,  as 
well  as  Beauregard's  troops,  were  here  the  morning  the  mine  was  sprung. 
Ileth's  division  got  north  of  James  Eiver  the  day  after  the  four  pieces 
of  artillery  were  captured  by  Hancock,  and  returned  back  here  the 
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night  before  the  mine  blew  up,  traveling  both  ways  by  cars.  I  suggest 
that  this  officer,  Lieut.  Henry  J>.  Smith,  be  detained  to  place  his  evi 
dence  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  of  which  General  Hancock  is  presi 
dent. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  I!,  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN. 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps,  is  directed  to  relieve 
your  corps  to-night  as  soon  as  practicable  from  the  iutreucliments  it 
now  holds.  Upon  being  relieved  you  will  establish  your  corps  in  rear 
of  its  present  position,  in  such  manner  that  you  can  readily  support 
the  troops  in  your  front  or  on  the  right  or  move  to  operate  on  the 
enemy's  right  flank.  You  will  be  prepared  to  move  at  very  brief  no 
tice.  General  Hunt  is  directed  to  furnish  any  additional  artillery 
required  by  the  Ninth  Corps  for  the  batteries  you  vacate,  as  you  will 
take  your  field  artillery  with  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


CIRCULAR  No.  102.]        HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 

As  soon  as  relieved  by  the  troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  division  com 
manders  will  assemble  their  men  as  near  to  their  own  headquarters  as 
may  be  convenient,  and  be  prepared  to  move  at  short  notice  in  any 
direction. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  on 
my  line  during  the  night.  My  troops  have  been  very  watchful.  No 
movements  of  the  enemy  have  been  observed. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX. 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  37.  \  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  14,  1864. 

I.  By  virtue  of  seniority  of  rank  the  undersigned  assumes  command 
of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

II.  The  following-named    officers    are    announced    as    temporarily 
attached  to  the  staff  of   the  Ninth  Army  Corps:    Lieut.  Col.  R.  C. 

12  R  R — VOL,  XLII,   PT   IL 
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Mitchell,  acting  assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  Robert  A.  Hutchius, 
assistant  adjutant-general. 

III.  Capt.  George  W.  Gowan  is  announced  as  aide-de-camp,  staff  of 
the  commanding  general, 

JXO.  G.  PAKKE, 
M«jo  r-  Genera  I,  Com  m  a  it  d  ing. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  186-1 — S.10  p.  in. 
Major-General  PARKE  : 

General  Ord  is  directed  to  extend  his  left  and  relieve  your  corps  of 
nearly  one-half  of  the  front  it  now  occupies.  The  commanding  general 
directs  that  yon  relieve  the  Fifth  Corps  of  the  iutreuchments  it  now 
occupies  and  hold  the  front  from  Ord's  left  to  and  including  the  large 
redoubt  on  the  plank  road  and  the  batteries  in  that  vicinity,  if  they  are 
now  held  by  the  Xiuth  Corps.  *  As  the  Fifth  Corps  will  take  with  it  all  its 
field  artillery,  you  will  call  on  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  for  any 
additional  field  pieces  you  may  require  for  the  batteries  vacated  by  the 
Fifth  Corps.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  these  changes  be 
made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1-1, 1861 — 9.15  p.  m. 
Major-Genera  1  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

General  Ord  wishes  to  know  the  exact  spot  where  his  left  will  rest 
when  he  relieves  one-half  your  line.  Please  designate  it  to  him  and 
also  at  the  same  time  to  these  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1-1,  186-1 — 9.-15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

As  near  as  possible  the  line  to  be  relieved  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps 
will  extend  to  General  Potter's  left  at  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  mine. 
The  troops  to  be  relieved  are  those  portions  of  Potter's  and  White's 
(lately  Ledlie's)  divisions,  which  are  now  in  the  line. 

J.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
(Same  to  Major-General  Ord.) 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Ninth  Anny  Corps : 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  it 
is  in  contemplation  to  occupy  the  line  of  the  Fifth  Corps  with  the  troops 
of  the  Xinth  Corps.  You  will  please  hold  the  troops  you  have  iu 
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reserve  in  readiness  to  move  iuto  the  three  redoubts  without  delay  if 
ordered.-    The  general  also  desires  that  you  see  General  Warren  as  soon 
as  possible  and  find  out  the  locality  of  his  redoubts,  the  avenues  to 
them,  and  the  necessary  dispositions  to  be  made  in  occupying  them. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.   V.  RICHARDS, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  li,  ItMl — ~)  p.  in. 
General  GREOG, 

Commanding  Car  airy  : 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  are  moving  very  rapidly  out  of  their  pits  to 
our  right,  scattering,  however,  and  I  do  not  think  they  have  a  large 
force.  The  right  of  their  line  looks  very  weak  at  present.  I  think 
they  are  trying  to  concentrate  on  General  Barlow.  I  advise  you,  there 
fore,  to  have  your  cavalry  vedettes  well  out.  If  everything  is  quiet 
to-night,  General  Birney  will  come  over  ou  this  side  and  will  extend 
our  line  to-morrow. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1861 — 6.20  p.  m.     (Received  7  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  We  drove  the  Legion  out  of  the  rifle-pits  on  the  Charles 
City  road  this  evening.  The  cavalry  did  not  fall  back  toward  Rich 
mond  but  moved  north  of  the  Charles  City  road.  The  distance  from 
this  point  (where  I  have  a  brigade  in  reserve)  to  the  point  held  on  the 
Charles  City  road  is  about  five  miles.  I  will  connect  across  with  Gen 
eral  Barlow  and  have  men  posted  on  all  the  roads. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  186  L 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding : 

GENERAL  :  I  sent  you  a  dispatch  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  occu 
pied  the  old  rifle-pits  of  '<>2  on  the  Charles  City  road,  but  that  this  p. 
in.  I  drove  them  out.  This,  near  Fisher's.  Search  was  everywhere 
made,  but  no  water  could  be  found  in  that  vicinity  for  horses.  My 
horses  have  not  been  watered  since  last  night,  but  I  can  get  a  little 
near  the  New  Market  road. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  14,  1861 — 6'  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Division : 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Hancock  has  your  dispatch,  and  directs 
me  to  say  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  concentrate  your  command  on 
account  of  water  to  do  so.  You  can  advance  again  early  in  the  morn 
ing. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL. 

Major  and  Aide-dc-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 

General  GREGG: 

If  you  are  out  of  forage  to-morrow  morning  you  had  better  send  for 
it,  for  we  may  be  here  for  several  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  Genera /,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — My  headquarters  to-night  will  be  where  General  Sheridan's 
were  the  other  time  we  were  over  here. 

W.  S.  H. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  14,  1864. 

Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  Meade  has  been  directed  to  watch  closely,  and  if  present 
demonstration  north  of  .James  .River  should  force  the  enemy  to  weaken 
his  lines  at  Petersburg,  so  that  advantage  can  be  taken  of  it,  do  so 
without  waiting  for  further  instructions.  In  such  case  he  has  been 
authorized  to  call  on  the  Eighteenth  Corps  for  co-operation  or  assist 
ance.  Please  instruct  General  Ord  that  in  case  of  operations  against 
Petersburg  he  will  receive  orders  from  General  Meade. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  to  Ord.) 


TONES'  NECK,  August  14, 1864 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  inclose  the  notes  just  received  from  Colonel  Dandy.  He  seems  to 
have  joined  Hancock  nearly.  Birney  says  he  is  forming  his  line  for 
the  night. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 
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[Inclosure  No.  l.J 

AUGUST  14,  1864. 
General  FOSTER: 

SIR:  I  have  passed  through  the  woods  and  marched  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  beyond,  and  am  trying;  to  communicate  with  General  Hancock; 
have  not  done  so  as  yet.     Enemy's  main  works  are  in  sight.     My  men 
are  nearly  exhausted  and  I  am  resting'  them. 
I  am,  sir, 

G.  B.  DANDY, 
Colonel  looth   A>/r   York   Volunteer*. 

[Inclosurc  Xo.  '2.\ 

AUGUST  14,  1804. 
General  FOSTER: 

SIR  :  I  cannot  find  General  Hancock.  There  is  one  of  his  regiments 
supporting'  a  battery  in  an  earth-work  neat1  the  houses.  We  occasion 
ally  get  a  shot  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  are  in  sight  of  their 
works.  I  have  crossed  a  road  which  1  am  told  is  the  Xew  Market  road, 
but  1  do  not  know.  Both  myself  and  men  are  very  much  exhausted, 
but  are  getting  rested.  I  shall  throw  a  line  of  skirmishers  out  to  feel 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  in  the  direction  to  the  right  of  his  works. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

G.  B.  DAXDY, 
Colonel  100th  Xew   York   Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  1864—12.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

When  will  Kautz's  regiment  at  Fort  Powhatau  be  back?  His  force 
is  so  small  that  it  is  difficult  to  cover  our  left  and  rear  without  this 
regiment,  so  he  reports,  and  this  duty,  owing  to  Gregg's  absence,  is 
very  important.  Can  vou  not  order  it  back  to  report  to  Kautzf 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  14,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

I  have  ordered  the  regiment  at  Fort  Powhatan  to  report  back  to 
Kautz. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  14,  186  i. 
Major  LUDLOW, 

Aide-de-Camp : 

As  the  operations  at  Dutch  Gap  are  being  carried  on  under  my  per 
sonal  supervision,  you  will  remain  at  the  Gap  for  the  purpose  of  carry 
ing  out  my  directions,  and  all  orders  given  by  you  will  be  under  my 
direction  and  be  obeyed  accordingly. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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BERMUDA,  August  14,  1864. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  steamer  James  S.  Green  lias  just  arrived  from  Port  Eoyal  with 
three  companies  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut — 200  men,  11  officers — under 
command  of  Major  Torrance.  In  accordance  with  orders  the  command 
ing  officer  has  been  directed  to  report  to  Major-General  Birney's  head 
quarters. 

J.  B.  HOWARD, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  1864 — a.  m. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT  : 

Four  10-inch  mortars  with  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition  are  wanted 
in  the  battery  near  the  Taylor  house  to  control  a  battery  of  32-pouuder 
rifles  just  beyond  the  crest,  distance  from  1,200  to  1,500  yards.  It 
would  be  well  to  get  them  out  to-day  ready  to  move;  they  maybe 
ordered  into  battery  to-night.  1  will  inform  you  then  whether  to  send 
them.  Please  answer. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  August  14,  1864 — 8.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  HUNT, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  mortars  for  Taylor  house  is  received. 
Will  make  all  preparations  for  forwarding  to-night  if  you  so  direct. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Siege  Train, 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  August  14, 1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  HUNT, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

If  the  10-inch  mortars  are  ordered  forward,  I  would  earnestly  request 
that  they  be  put  in  the  fourteen-gun  battery  where  Pratt's  4£-inch  guns 
were.  The  range  is  essentially  the  same.  The  approach  to  this  bat 
tery  is  very  good,  and  to  the  old  battery  very  bad,  a  matter  of  great 
importance  in  supplying  10-inch  ammunition  on  account  of  its  great 
weight;  and,  moreover,  this  battery  is  well  made  and  the  old  battery 
very  ill  constructed,  constantly  caving  tinder  mortar  nre. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  1864. 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  10-inch  mortars  will  be  ordered  up  to-night. 
When  they  do  come  they  are  to  go  into  the  fourteen-gun  battery  near 
the  Taylor  house. 

H.  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  August  11, 1864, 
Captain  EDSON, 

Ordnance  Officer,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

I  am  out  of  my  supply  of  Coehorn  mortar  shells  and  the  rebels  are 
taking  advantage  of  it.  Please  send  me  any  shells  and  wooden  plugs 
which  you  can  possibly  procure,  on  the  mail  boat,  telegraphing  me 
when  they  start.  I  don't  care  for  prepared  ammunition.  Time  is  very 
important. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Siege  Train. 


BROADWAY  LANDING-,  VA.,  August  11,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  RAMSAY, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  V.  S.  Army, 

Winder's  Building,  Washington.  I).  (J.  : 

I  have  sixteeu  Coehorn  mortars  in  position  and  not  a  shell  in  depot 
for  them.  The  rebels  keep  up  a  constant  mortar  lire  on  us.  I  don't 
care  for  prepared  ammunition;  all  I  want  are  shells,  fuse-plugs,  and 
paper  fuses.  These  must  be  received  very  shortly  or  the  army  will 
suffer,  i  wrote  on  15th  ultimo,  and  telegraphed  on  19th  ultimo  and 
llth  instant  for  a  large  supply.  Please  inform  me  at  once  whether  I 
am  to  be  supplied.  Please  also  scud  -,000  Parrott  time-fuse  plugs  for 
siege  guns. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Siege  Train. 


[AUGUST  14,  1SG4.  7.15  a.  m. — For  Birnoy  to  Butler,  reporting  oper- 
lons,  &c.,  see  Part  I,  p.  077.] 


ations 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Deep  Bottom,  August  11,  1SH4. — 7.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  Department : 

General  Terry  has  captured  150  prisoners  and  is  advancing. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1S6 1—10.30  a.  m. 
[Major-General  BUTLER:] 

GENERAL:  I  am  at  the  signal  station.  Matters  are  quiet  in niy  front 
except  from  sharpshooters. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 

AUGUST  14,  18G4 — ;>.oO  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

General  Grant  informs  me,  as  he  has  you,  that  he  thinks  that  it  will 
be  impolitic  to  try  and  carry  the  point  in  your  front;  also  that  the 
road  is  so  blocked  that  it  will  be  nearly  impossible,  for  an  hour,  to  pass 
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troops  to  you.  I  have  taken  therefore  the  liberty  to  halt  the  column 
now  tiling  past  your  late  headquarters.  Can  we  not  get  out  better 
by  the  head  of  Three-Mile  Creek ;  of  course,  this  is  but  a  suggestion, 
not  an  order,  as  you  are  under  Hancock's  orders.  1  will  order  forward 
the  column  as  soon  as  the  officer  who  takes  this  returns,  if  you  desire  it. 

B.  F.  BUTLEE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  14,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

The  only  dispatch  received  for  you  was  that  the  junction  of  Four- 
Mile  Creek  and  New  Market  Creek*  was  the  position  he  desired  you  to 
take.  I  replied  to  General  Hancock  that  you  understood  it  and  was 
about  to  make  the  advance  if  practicable.  The  dispatch  of  General 
Hancock  was  received  at  3  o'clock,  dated  1.15  p.  m. 

B.  F.  BCTTLEE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  14,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

Dispatch  received.!  All  honor  to  the  brave  Tenth  Corps.  These  six 
guns  and  the  two  mortars  will  make  a  gap  in  the  enemy's  lines  by 
which  I  trust  you  will  go  through.  You  have  done  more  than  was  ex 
pected  of  you  by  the  lieutenant-general. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14, 1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Captain  NICHOLS, 

U.  S.  Navy: 

CAPTAIN:  If  you  can  take  such  a  position  as  will  enable  you  to  shell 
the  junction  of  the  Kingsland  and  Varina  roads,  I  shall  be  obliged  it 
you  will  do  it.     General  Hancock  says  you  have  the  range. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

D.  B.  BIENEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864—12.35  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Which  junction  on  the  New  Market  road  do  you  refer  to  in  your 
note  ? 

D.  B.  BIEXEY, 

Major- General. 

*  So  in  original,  but  see  Walker  to  Birney,  1.15  p.  in.,  p.  185,  where  it  reads  New 
Market  road. 

t  See  5.05  p.  in.,  Part  I,  p.  677. 
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AUGUST  14,  18r,4— 1.15  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth   Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  junction  of  Four- Mile  Creek  with  the  Xew  Market 
road  is  the  point  to  which  the  major-general  commanding  referred  in  a 
previous  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS   A.  WALKER. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

3  P.  M. 

General  Birney  got  dispatch,  and  has  advanced  to  take  the  point 
referred  to  in  this  dispatch. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


GENERAL  BIRNEY'S  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  1-1,  18G4—1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

General  Birney,  who  is  across  the  creek,  will  push  for  the  Xew 
Market  road  at  once.  Apparently  General  Birney  has  troops  within  a 
i'ew  hundred  yards  of  Xew  Market. 

COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aicle-de-Canip. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 5.25  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

SIR:  I  am.  connecting  with  the  battery  of  Second  Corps  and  am 
establishing  picket-line.     1  will  have  it  complete.     As  I  am  now  sharply 
engaged  in  trying  to  save  the  guns  captured  I  may  have  to  shorten 
my  line.     I  have  sent  two  staff  oiiicers  to  report  progress. 
Yours,  truly, 

D.  B.  BIK5TEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1S64  —  5.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

You  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  enemy  are  withdrawing 
from  my  front.  They  are  in  force  on  my  whole  front,  and  with  a  heavy 
artillery  tire.  They  are  plainly  to  be  seen.  I  have  ordered  General 
Terry  to  advance  his  skirmishers  at  once,  and  connect  closely  with  the 
Second  Corps  picket-line. 


Major  -General. 

J 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Deep  Bottom,  August  14,  1864. 
Major-General  TlANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL  :  I  will  move  at  9  o'clock  by  the  rear  of  Mott  and  Dandy, 
and  will  bivouac  on  some  spot  without  you  desire  me  to  take  a  special 
position  before  daylight.  I  am  at  Foster's  headquarters  until  my  bat 
teries,  trains,  &e.,  cross  the  bridge.  I  will  leave  a  garrison  here.  My 
six  guns  have  diminished  to  four,  but  increased  by  two  8-inch  howit 
zers.  I  will  see  you  before  morning. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  P>.  B1ENEY, 

Major- General. 


ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY.  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864. 

General  Terry  with  his  command  will  attack  the  enemy  in  position 
behind  Four-Mile  Creek  promptly  at  daybreak.  If  successful  he  will 
advance  along  the  New  Market  and  Kingsland  road  to  the  junction  of 
the  Varina  road;  then  along  the  Yarina  road  to  the  Mill  road,  securing, 
if  possible,  the  cross-roads  at  Osborne's  old  turnpike.  Brig.  Gen.  Wil 
liam  Birney  will  leave  two  regiments  of  his  colored  troops  in  the 
intrenchmcnts  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  with  the  remainder  of  his  command 
will  be  prepared  to  support  General  Terry.  General  Birney  will  relieve 
General  Fosters  command  in  Deep  Bottom. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Asfiista  nt  A  djuta  n  t-  Genera  I. 

Headquarters'  spring  wagons  may  accompany  the  headquarters  to 
which  they  belong. 


MARCHINO  ORDERS.]    HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864—7.20  p.  tn. 

This  command  will  march  promptly  at  9  p.  in.  to  the  rear  of  the  posi 
tion  of  the  Second  Corps,  bivouacking  at  a  spot  to  be  indicated  by 
Captain  Briscoe,  aide-de-camp.  The  command  of  Colonel  Dandy  will 
remain  in  its  present  position  with  its  pickets  out.  The  pickets  of  the 
corps  will  be  withdrawn  at  1  a.  in.  under  directions  of  the  corps  officer 
of  the  day.  They  will  fall  back  on  the  two  roads  to  the  intrenchments 
at  the  pontoon  bridge.  Ammunition  trains  and  batteries  and  all  wagons 
and  ambulances  will  cross  at  the  pontoon  near  General  Foster's  and 
recross  at  the  lower  bridge;  park  for  the  night  and  be  harnessed  at 
daylight.  Commanding  officers  should  at  once  send  out  patrols  for 
stragglers  who  fill  the  woods  with  fires  and  tents.  Brigadier-General 
Birney  will  detail  two  regiments,  and  a  competent  officer  to  command 
them,  to  garrison  and  hold  the  fortifications  at  Deep  Bottom.  The 
First  Connecticut  Battery  will  report  to  that  commanding  officer;  the 
detachment  of  New  York  Mounted  Eifles  will  also  report  to  him. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

CHAS.  H.  GEAYES, 

A  ssia  tan  t  Adjutant- Gen  era  I. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

You  will  continue  the  attack,  holding  your  troops  well  in  hand.    You 
will  call  on  Brigadier-General  Birney  for  such  aid  as  you  may  need. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birnev: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 8.50  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY: 

Generals  Barlow  and  Mott,  commanding  divisions  of  Second  Corps, 
are  advancing  on  your  right.     Have  not  as  yet  met  the  enemy. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 2.55  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  will  inform  him  as 
soon  as  you  reach  the  New  Market  road,  and  also  whether  the  creek 
is  fordable. 

Respectfully. 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 5.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY  : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  every  precaution  be  taken  to 
secure  the  guns  captured.     He  regards  it  as  highly  important  that  they 
be  brought  off,  even  if  the  caissons  are  left  behind. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864 — 6.45  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  BIRNEY: 

Colonel  Osborn's  brigade  has  been  ordered  to  take  position  on  the 
left  near  the  Grover  house. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assista n t  A dju tan t- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14 ,  1864 — 12.50 p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  BIRNEY: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order  Colonel  Os- 
born  to  occupy  the  crossing  of  the  Kingsland  and  Varina  roads.    A 
staff  officer  has  been  sent  to  conduct  him  to  the  point. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1M4. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney  will  detail  a  colonel  of  his  command  for 
corps-officer  of  the  day  to  report  at  once  at  these  headquarters.  General 
Birney  will  cause  such  a  distribution  to  be  made  of  the  force  left  in  the 
intrenchments  as  best  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  position,  paying 
especial  attention  to  the  left  of  the  line.  He  is  authorized  to  reduce  the 
force  to  one  regiment. 
By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney: 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1364— 5.30  p.  m. 
[General  TERRY:] 

Advance  your  skirmishers  at  once,  and  make  close  connection  with 
the  picket-line  of  the  Second  Corps.     You  will  make  a  decided  demon 
stration. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Ass  1st  a  nt  A  djuta  n  t-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

It  is  reported  by  an  officer  of  General  Foster's  staff  tliat  there  is  a 
battery  at  the  Grover  house  unsupported. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864.     (Received  3.40  p.  m.) 
General  TURNER: 

The  detachment  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut  Volunteers  will 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Turner,  commanding  line  of  intrenchments, 
who  will  place  them  upon  the  line. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
A ssistan t  A djutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

A-ugmt  14,  1864. 
Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

How  nuiiiy  colored  regiments  are  there  on  the  left  of  the  line? 

JNO.  W.  TURNER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GENI^RAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  11,  1861. 
Brig.  (Jen.  A.  W.  TURNER: 

There  are  live  colored  regiments  this  side  of  the  Appoinattox. 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1-1,  1864. 
Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  commanding  officers ot 
the  colored  regiments  on  the  left  be  ordered  to  report  to  me,  in  order 
that  I  may  assign  them  to  positions  on  the  line,  if  necessary. 

JNO.  W.  TURNER, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  August  14,  1864. 

I.  Colonel  Curtis'  line  will  extend  from  the  river  to  Battery  No.  5, 
and  include  the  present  picket-line  occupied  by  his  brigade. 

II.  Lieutenant-Colonel   Washburn,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 
will  report  for  duty  to  Colonel  Curtis  with  his  command  without  delay. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Turner: 

ISRAEL   R.  SEALY, 
Capt.,  Forty-scccnth  Xeic  York    To/*.,  Actr/.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In   the  Field,  August  14,  1H64. 
Col.  SAMUEL  A.  DUNCAN, 

Comdg.  Colored  Regiments  this  side  of  Appomattox : 
You  will  report  in  person  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner,  at  present  in 
command  of  the  defenses  on  this  line,  and  dispose  of  your  troops  in 
accordance  with  his  directions  until  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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AUGUST  14,  1864. 

General  O.  S.  FERRY, 

Spring  Hill: 

GENERAL:  You  will  direct  the  command  sent  over  from  Spring  Hill 
to  the  line  of  defense  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  W.  Turner,  command 
ing  defenses,  &c. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Butler : 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


[AUGUST  14,  1864.] 
General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

General  Grant  telegraphs  me  that  General  Meade  has  been  directed 
to  watch  closely,  and  if  operations  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  force 
the  enemy  to  weaken  his  lines  at  Petersburg  to  take  advantage  of  it 
without  further  instructions.  In  that  case  General  Meade  has  been 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  Eighteenth  Corps  for  co-operation,  and  you 
will  receive  orders  from  him. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  14,  1S64. — 7. -15  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  if  he  finds  the 
enemy's  intreuchments  very  thinly  held,  in  consequence  of  troops  being 
sent  across  the  James  to  meet  the  movement  of  General  Hancock,  he 
will  withdraw  the  whole  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  from  the  intrenchmeuts. 
He  desires  to  know  whether  you  will  be  able  in  such  event  to  extend 
to  your  left  and  occupy  any  part  of  the  line  now  held  by  the  Ninth. 
Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  now  only  one  man  to  the  yard  on  my  line.  The  enemy's  line 
is  reported  two  ranks  deep,  and  I  do  not  deem  it  advisable,  while  their 
line  is  so  heavy,  to  reduce  mine.  All  my  reserves  are  working  on 
redoubts. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  186-1 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  requests  me  to  say  that  he  has  ceased 
working  on  his  iutreuchineuts  to-day.  In  the  event  contemplated  of 
withdrawing  the  Fifth  Corps  from  the  intreuchments  and  directing  it 
against  the  enemy's  right  Hank,  could  your  reserves  now  working  on 
the  redoubts  be  used  in  extending  your  line?  It  is  only  in  the  event 
of  the  enemy  holding  the  line  of  their  intrenchmeuts  thinly  that  such 
operation  would  be  undertaken  with  the  Fifth  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

By  ceasing  work  I  could  extend  my  line  as  far  as  Burnside's  mine 
and  not  put  the  colored  troops  in  the  trenches. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1861 — 4.30 p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  received  orders  in  case  of  a  movement  to  co-operate  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  have  the  honor  to  report  accordingly. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  14,  18G4 — 5.15  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Shall  I  occupy  part  of  Burnside's  trenches  to-night?  I  can  by  using 
all  my  reserve  and  stretching  take  half  of  Burnside's  ground,  and  he 
can  then  by  similar  means  take  whole  of  Warren's.  A  deserter,  in 
this  a.  m.,  states  that  Lee's  forces  all  gone  north  of  Richmond,  and  he 
heard  that  one  division,  probably  of  Beauregard's,  left  yesterday  and  the 
day  before. 

ORD. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1864 — 5.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD. 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  information  received  is  not  yet  sufficient 
to  enable  the  commanding  general  to  determine  upon  the  arrangements 
to  be  carried  out  to-night.  Will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1-1,  1864 — 5'  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  proposed  extension  of  your  corps  and  that  of  the  Ninth,  having1 
been  sanctioned  by  Lieutenant- General  Grant,  the  major-general  com 
manding  directs  that  yon  relieve  the  Ninth  Corps  from  as  much  of  their 
line  as  you  can  hold  in  the  manner  heretofore  indicated.  Should  you 
require  any  additional  field  artillery  to  supply  the  place  of  that  taken 
out  of  battery  by  the  Ninth  Corps,  call  on  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artil 
lery,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  who  is  directed  to  answer  your  requisitions. 
The  changes  should  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  8taff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  ltid'1 — 8.20  p.  m. 
General  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS  : 

Will  the  general  commanding  give  distinct  orders  to  General  Burn- 
side  so  that  1  can  know  certainly  what  part  of  his  front  I  am  to  occupy 
and  can  give  definite  orders  on  the  subject.  I  can  take  half  of  it,  but 
do  not  know  how  much  tbat  is,  or  to  what  place  it  will  take  me. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1861—9.10  'p.  in. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  requests  that  yon  will  occupy  one- 
half  of  the  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  I  have  telegraphed  General  Parke 
that  you  will  do  so,  and  will  at  once  request  him  to  designate  the  exact 
spot  where  your  left  will  rest  under  that  arrangement.  I  take  it  to  be 
where  the  small  marsh  or  run  that  you  crossed  in  going  to  the  mine 
intersects  our  intrenchmeuts. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  1861 — 9.15  p.  tn. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff  : 

I  have  five  light  batteries — two  rifle  and  two  12- pounders,  not  under 
cover — which  can  be  moved  to  any  place  at  once.  Would  it  not  be  well 
to  keep  the  batteries  of  the  Ninth  and  Fifth  Corps  now  behind  parapets 
where  they  are,  and  take  for  the  use  of  the  Fifth  batteries  of  one  corps 
which  are  not  in  place  or  under  cover,  because  shifting  the  batteries  in 
place  would  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy? 

K.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS    ARMY   OF   THE    POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1861— 10.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

The  commanding'  general  prefers  the  Fifth  Corps  to  have  its  own  bat 
teries,  and  they  can  probably  be  got  out  without  attracting  notice.  It 
is  understood  that  the  artillery  of  the  Ninth  Corps  that  will  probably 
be  removed  can  also  be  taken  out  without  being  observed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  11,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR: 

GENERAL,:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  in  case  it  should  rain  severely,  and  the  ravine  in  which  our  troops 
are  encamped  should  become  too  wet  for  occupancy,  you  will  remove 
them  above  the  railroad  bridge  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  some 
of  the  troops  of  General  Ames,  who  has  been  directed  to  make  room 
for  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  11,  1861— 12.20  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

The  commanding  general  has  telegraphed  General  Butler  to  send 
back  your  regiment  near  Powhatan,  and  has  requested  Lieutenant- 
Geueral  Grant  to  have  the  cattle  herd  drawn  in  nearer  to  City  Point. 
You  must  make  the  best  disposition  you  can  of  your  force,  keeping  it 
as  much  concentrated  as  possible.  You  may  have  to  move  to-morrow. 
The  enemy  have  but  one  division  of  cavalry  on  this  side  the  Appomat- 
tox. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  15,  1861 — '.)  p.  m. 

(Received  0.30  a.  m.  17th.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  I).  C.  • 

If  there  is  any  danger  of  an  uprising  in  the  North  to  resist  the  draft 
or  for  any  other  purpose  our  loyal  Governors  ought  to  organize  the 
militia  at  once  to  resist  it.  If  we  are  to  draw  troops  from  the  field  to 
keep  the  loyal  States  in  harness  it  will  prove  difficult  to  suppress 
the  rebellion  in  the  disloyal  States.  My  withdrawal  now  from  the 
James  River  would  insure  the  defeat  of  Sherman.  Twenty  thousand 
men  sent  to  him  at  this  time  would  destroy  the  greater  part  of  Hood's 
13  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  ii 
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army,  aiid  leave  us  men  wherever  required.  General  Heintzelman  can 
get  from  the  Governors  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  a  militia  organi 
zation  that  will  deter  the  discontented  from  committing  any  overt  act. 
I  hope  the  President  will  call  on  Governors  of  States  to  organize 
thoroughly  to  preserve  the  peace  until  after  the  election. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  15,  186-1 — 11.30  «.  >n. 
Lieutenaut-Geueral  GRANT: 

All  quiet  on  the  lines.  The  Fifth  Corps  in  reserve  on  the  left,  ready 
for  movement.  No  indications  of  any  movement  on  enemy's  part,  but 
seen  that  camps  previously  reported  taken  up  are  this  morning  reoccu- 
pied.  Dispatch  from  signal  officer  sent  herewith. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

[Inclosuro.] 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  15,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  reports  just 
received : 

PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 

August  15,  1S64 — 9.30  a.  in. 

Atmosphere  clour.  Camps  reported  reoceupied  this  ;i.  m. ;  contain  about  two 
brigades. 

FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

FIFTH  COUPS  STATION, 

August  15,  1864 — 9.40  a.  m. 

No  change  visible.  A  .small  fatigue  party  of  enemy  in  first  line  to  right  of  Chim 
neys.  Squads  of  enemy  on  parapet  seem  to  watch  our  line  very  attentively. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

W.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army.  • 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  15,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 

(Recei/ed  6.15  a.  in.  17th.) 
Col.  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners  : 

You  need  not  move  any  more  prisoners  from  Point  Lookout  so  long 
as  you  deem  them  safe  there. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  GciwraL 
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CITY  POINT,  August  15,  186-1. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  am  informed  by  Colonel  Batchelder  that  he  has  been  appointed  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  struck  me  with  surprise, 
inasmuch  as  1  had  calculated  on  being  attached  to  your  army  so  long 
as  the  general  commanding  wished  my  services,  and  inasmuch  as  I  had 
not  expected  any  change.  I  had  in  no  manner  sought  for  the  change. 
I  had  served  under  General  Meade  with  great  pride  and  cheerfulness 
to  myself,  and  1  hoped  to  his  satisfaction.  I  sincerely  wish  him  and  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  the  greatest  possible  success. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August-  15,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 

General  K.  INGALLS, 

City  Point : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  date  in  relation  to  the  assignment  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Batchelder  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
has  been  laid  before  the  commanding  general.  The  commanding  gen 
eral  has  received  no  official  information  touching  the  status  of  yourself 
and  Colonel  Batchelder,  as  defined  in  the  orders  that  were  issued  at  the 
time  you  left  for  City  Point  to  assume  the  duties  of  chief  quartermaster 
of  the  armies  operating  against  Richmond,  in  addition  to  those  of  chief 
quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  other  than  is  contained  in 
a  letter  Colonel  Batchelder  has  recently  received  from  the  War  Depart 
ment,  assigning  him  to  duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  The  action  of  the  War  Department  has  been  taken  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  commanding  general,  and  without  any  reference 
of  the  matter  to  him,  and  he  supposes  the  object  of  the  assignment  to 
be  to  give  Colonel  Batchelder  the  rank  and  pay  of  colonel  during  your 
temporary  absence  from  these  headquarters.  I  am  directed  to  add  that 
you  have  at  all  times  discharged  the  duties  of  chief  quartermaster  of 
this  army  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  commanding  general,  and 
that  if  you  have  been  for  the  time  being  transferred  to  another  sphere 
of  duty  the  transfer  has  been  made  without  any  action  on  his  part. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  15,  1864. 

(Keceived  1  a.  m.  16th.) 

JOHN  C.  BABCOCK: 

We  have  here  five  citizens,  eleven  refugees,  and  twenty-four  prison 
ers  of  war  taken  to-day  and  yesterday  by  Second  Corps.  The  latter  are 
mainly  from  Law's  and  Anderson's  brigades,  of  Field's  division,  the 
whole  of  which  is  in  front  of  our  lines  at  Deep  Bottom.  They  do  not 
know  of  any  other  infantry  being  there  when  they  were  taken,  but 
know  of  two  brigades  of  Wilcox's  division  being  at  Chaffin's  farm  three 
days  ago.  Wickham's  brigade  of  cavalry  and  perhaps  the  most  of  Fitz 
Lee's  division  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  night  before  last. 
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Gary's  brigade  (cavalry)  is  also  there.  Refugees  left  Richmond  Satur 
day  evening,  and  say  that  infantry  and  cavalry  went  to  Early  Thursday 
and  Friday  nights  last.  This  is  certain,  and  I  think  the  infantry  was 
Wilcox's  division  or  a  part  of  it,  though  one  heard-General  Heth's  name 
mentioned.  The  prisoners  taken  by  the  Tenth  Corps  (seven)  are  also 
from  Field's  division. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


SIGNAL  STATION  AT  RICKETTS'  BATTERY, 

August  15 ,  18(i-l — 10  a.  m. 
Captain  TAYLOR, 

Signal  Officer  : 

The  enemy  have  been  shelling  our  skirmish  line  on  this  front.  A 
column  of  about  300  of  the  enemy's  infantry  have  just  passed  behind 
their  intrenchments  moving  to  the  right  (our  right)  entering  the  woods 
and  preventing  further  observation.  Another  line  of  about  200  have 
moved  up  from  the  left  and  are  now  lying  behind  their  works. 

NEEL, 
Signal  Officer. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  15,  1861 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

About  1,500  infantry  moved  into  town  from  the  southwest  about  2.i5 
this  p.  in.,  accompanied  by  two  wagons.  Owing  to  fog  over  the  city 
could  not  trace  them  out.  There  was  some  dust  seen  afterward  in 
streets,  but  the  air  was  too  thick  for  observation. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE  STATION, 

August  15,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

All  quiet  on  this  front.  The  battery  reported  August  6  to  be  in  rear 
of  Whitehead's  is  not  visible  to-day.  I  send  the  following  rebel  message 
from  114: 

Colouel  BRENT. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

One  large  full  regiment  of  ten  companies  drilling  in  open  space  to  onr  left  of  Cobb's. 
One  gun-boat  above  pontoon  and  one  oil'  Point  of  Rocks.  There  is  no  camp  in  open 
space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's;  tliere  is  not  a  tent  visible.  The  shelter  erected  lately 
for  horses  is  iu  a  dilapidated  condition, 

ROONEY, 

Sergeant. 

T.  R.  CLARK, 

Signal  Officer. 
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JlDQRS.  ARMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC,  SIGNAL   DEPARTMENT, 

August  15,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  plank  road  sta 
tion  : 

Camps  re-established  north-northwest  from  station,  but  to  what  extent  I  can't  tell, 
as  the  atmosphere  is  unfavorable  for  observation.     All  quiet. 

FULTON. 

He  refers  to  the  camps  that  disappeared  the  night  after  the  Second 
Corps  moved. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal   Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  74.  j  City  Point,  August  15,  1864. 

******* 

II.  A  board  of  officers  is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  at  City  Point,  on 
Tuesday,  the  Kith  day  of  August,  1864,  to  investigate  the  cause  and 
circumstances  attending  the  explosion  of  ordnance  stores  at  City 
Point,  Va.,  on  the  9th  instant.  Detail  for  the  board :  Lieut.  Col.  Horace 
Porter,  aide-decamp;  Capt.  1).  D.  Wiley,  commissary  of  subsistence; 
Capt.  H.  B.  Blood,  assistant  quartermaster. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  sent  in  this  morning  about  twenty  prisoners  taken  by  the  cavalry, 
including  eleven  refugees.  These  refugees  left  Richmond  on  Saturday 
night.  They  say  a  large  number  of  cavalry  went  north,  and  many 
other  troops,  but  they  do  not  know  definitely  what  force.  I  have 
ordered  them  sent  to  City  Point,  where  they  can  be  questioned.  A 
prisoner  was  captured  this  morning  from  the  Thirteenth  South  Caro 
lina,  which  makes  the  second  man  captured  from  McGowan's  brigade, 
being  of  different  regiments.  This  latter  man  says  that  four  brigades 
of  Wilcox's  division  are  in  front  of  General  Foster's  old  position.  1 
have  no  positive  evidence  of  the  fact.  General  Biruey,  with  a  part  of 
General  Mott's  division,  is  feeling  for  the  enemy's  left,  or  a  place  where 
we  can  attack.  If  we  tind  such  a  place  1  shall  attack  with  heavy  force 
in  the  hope  of  clearing  them  out. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  18(i-t.     (Received  l..'JO  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

General  Birney's  captures  yesterday  were  four  8-iuch  sea-coast  how 
itzers;   three  of  them   are  entirely  removed   and   the  fourth  partly 
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taken  off,  but  the  trail  is  broken.  I  don't  know  that  any  more  will  be 
gotten  off.  General  Gregg  has  found  the  enemy  intrenched  on  the 
Charles  City  road  at  White's  house.  Their  people  came  out  of  their 
intrenchments and  attacked, but  I  do  not  think  they  have  much  strength 
there.  1  expect  to  feel  along  with  my  infantry  to  the  Charles  City 
Cross-Road,  if  I  do  not  sooner  liiid  a  place  to  attack. 

WLNF'D  S.  HAXCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  15,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m.     (Received  3.20  p.  m.) 

General  GEANT: 

General  Gregg  says  that  the  enemy  are  making  a  spirited  attack 
upon  him  down  the  Charles  City  road.  They  drove  him  out  of  the 
intrenchments  he  took  from  them  yesterday,  lie  has  taken  a  prisoner, 
who  says  that  there  was  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  with  infantry,  on  that 
road  this  morning,  six  miles  this  side  of  Kichinond.  General  Gregg- 
thinks  that  Hampton  has  joined..  We  have  no  positive  evidence  of  it. 
My  brigade  of  infantry  that  went  from  the  Central  road  to  strike  the 
Charles  City  road  met  the  enemy  very  soon,  supposed  to  be  infantry, 
and  repulsed  them.  Another  brigade  has  been  added  to  it,  and  Gen 
eral  Birney  will  attack  them  very  soon.  A  knapsack  was  fished  up 
this  morning  during  the  cavalry  right  marked  Thirteenth  Georgia,  Wil- 
cox's  division,  and  also,  I  think,  Hagan's  |  Hagood's]  brigade. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  15,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

A  boat  to  take  your  sick  and  wounded  will  be  sent  immediately. 
General  Grant  is  on  his  way  to  your  headquarters. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  just  taken  a  staff  officer  of  General  Barringer.  commanding 
brigade  of  cavalry  in  W.  U.  F.  Lee's  division.  The  command  came 
over,  I  don't  know  in  what  strength,  last  night.  Have  also  captured 
a  private  of  Third  Division  Cavalry,  and  an  officer  of  the  Forty  eighth 
Alabama.  I  am  sending  some  infantry  to  strike  the  Charles  City  road 
to  take  this  cavalry  in  flank;  am  also  sending  some  infantry  to  Gregg 
to  the  junction  of  the  Charles  City  road  with  the  Long  Bridge.  Gen 
eral  Birney  is  also  feeling  around  the  enemy's  right  of  where  Barlow 
attacked  yesterday. 

WLNF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
August  15,  1864.     (Received  5.45  p.  in.) 
General  GRANT: 

A  prisoner  just  sent  in  reports  that  his  division  of  cavalry,  \V.  H.  F. 
Lee's,  arrived  here  this  morning1,  having-  ]eit  Reams'  Station  at  11  a.  m. 
yesterday — Barringer's,  Chambliss',  and  Hearing's  brigades.  We  have 
forced  the  enemy  back  beyond  the  cross-roads  on  the  Charles  City  road, 
but  so  far  only  to  the  intrenchments  occupied  by  Gregg  early  this 
morning.  The  enemy's  works  appear  well  tilled.  General  Birney  is 
still  operating  between  the  Central  and  Charles  City  roads,  and  if  he 
finds  a  weak  place  a  strong  attack  will  be  made.  1  expect  to  hear 
of  it  before  long. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Mende.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  AEMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Lietitenant-General  GRANT: 

Your  dispatches  received.  I  am  mnch  obliged  to  you  for  the  appoint 
ment  of  brigadier-general  in  the  Regular  Army.  I  am  also  obliged  to 
you  for  being  so  anxious  to-day,  for  I  am  not  satisfied  with  our  progress 
here. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Lieu  ten  ant- General  GRANT: 

Everything  is  quiet  here.  General  Birney  did  not  attack  to-night, 
not  having  encountered  the  enemy's  skirmishers  until  about  dark.  He 
lost  thirty  or  forty  men,  the  greater  number  colored,  in  his  observations. 
I  have  ordered  a  movement  on  the  Charles  City  road,  under  General 
Miles,  at  daylight.  General  Birney  will  also  move  toward  the  Central 
road  at  the  same  hour,  prepared  to  make  a  heavy  attack  if  possible. 
The  cavalry  will  operate  on  the  Charles  City  road  and  to  the  right. 
General  Gregg  captured  a  few  prisoners  this  evening,  all  from  W.  H.  F. 
Lee's  division.  1  have  no  evidence  indicating  any  greater  strength 
than  before. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  7/7,  1M-L     (Received  11.20  p.  m.) 
Gen.  B.  F.  BJTTLER: 

GENERAL:  There  is  nothing  new  here.  I  am  well  out  on  the  Charles 
City  and  Central  roads.  The  day  has  been  consumed  in  affairs  with 
cavalry  and  in  reconnaissance.  To-morrow  morning  at  daylight  I  hope 
to  commence  more  serious  work. 

W.  S    HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  of  this  command  are  ordered  for 
to-morrow : 

1.  At  4  a.  m.  General  Miles,  with  his  brigade,  will  move  out  to  the 
position  held  to-day  by  one  of  General  Birney's  brigades  near  the 
Charles  City  road,  and  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  position, 
attacking  with  his  brigade,  if  in  the  opinion  of  General  Miles  the  attack 
will  succeed. 

2.  General   Gregg,  commanding  cavalry  division,   will  advance  np 
the  Charles  City  road  at  4  a.  m.  and  endeavor  to  turn  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  position  on  that  road^while  General  Miles  is  operating  in  front. 
General  Gregg  and  General  Miles  will  consult  as  to  operations  here. 
General  Gregg  will  send  a  squadron  to  report  at  4  a.  m.  directly  to 
General  Miles. 

3.  At  daylight  General  Birney  will  continue  the  execution  of  the 
orders  of  yesterday  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  between  the  Central  and 
Charles  City  roads  if   practicable,  or,  failing  in  this,  to  attack  the 
enemy's  line,  if  his  reconnaissance  gives  a  reasonable  assurance  of 
success. 

4.  General  Mott,  Third  Division ;  General  Barlow,  First  Division,  and 
Colonel  Smyth,  Second  Division,  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness 
to  move  instantly  to  the  support  of  their  own  lines  or  elsewhere.     The 
troops  must  be  kept  in  their  camps.    Their  skirmishers  must  be  kept 
active   during  the  day  and   have  the   enemy  in   their  front   closely 
watched. 

5.  The  men  will  be  under  arms  and  camp  struck  at  daylight.     Com 
manders  will  see  that  all  wagons  not  allowed  by  existing  orders  are 
sent  to  the  river  during  the  night. 

By  order  of  Major-General  liaucock : 

FRAXCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  MOTT, 

Commanding  Tliird  Division  : 

GENERAL,:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  one  of  your 
brigades,  either  De  Trobriand'a  or  MadilFs,  be  reported  at  once  to 
Major-General  Birney  to  form  a  part  of  his  force  during  the  operations 
of  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assifita n t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Colonel  MCALLISTER: 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  put  a  regiment 
under  a  good  commander  into  the  point  of  woods  nearest  the  bridge 
head.  The  regiment  will  put  out  camp  guards  in  the  direction  of  Mai- 
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vern  Hill  and  to  the  front.  Our  cavalry  now  covers  the  entire  front, 
but  the  regiment  is  placed  there  to  hold  the  woods  if  the  cavalry  should 
be  driven  in. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Aiujmt  15,  1N6-1.     (Received  0.20  a.  in.) 

Brig.' Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistan t  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  last  night. 
My  troops  were  relieved  by  Major-General  Parke,  commanding  the 
Ninth  Corps,  last  night  and  early  this  morning,  General  Potter  reliev 
ing  General  Griffin's  line  and  General  Ferrero  that  of  General  Craw 
ford. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  15,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  the  position  in  which 
you  have  placed  your  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 
August  15,  1804.     (Received  10.10  a,  m.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Cutler's  division  is  near  General  Hancock's  old  headquarters; 
Grifiin's  is  near  his  own  headquarters.  Ayres  and  Crawford  are  about 
on  a  line  between  the  two,  Cutler  and  Griffin. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major -General. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  103.     \  August  15,  1864. 

The  corps  being  now  in  reserve,  division  commanders  and  the  com 
mander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness 
to  move  at  very  short  notice. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  /Second  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  withdraw 
the  Maryland  Brigade  back  near  your  own  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutim t- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  15,  1S64 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

The  major- general  commanding  desires  you  to  report  the  distribution 
you  have  made  of  your  troops  iu  the  iutrenchments  noMr  held  by  your 
corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Potter's  (Second)  division,  2,300  men,  relieved  General  Griffin, 
and  holds  the  line  from  right  of  line  formerly  held  by  Fifth  Corps  to  the 
plank  road.  Eleven  hundred  men  of  General  Ferrero's  division  (colored) 
occupy  large  redoubt,  250  men  occupy  redoubt  south  of  Chieves'  house. 
250  in  rear  of  Fort  Tilton,  and  200  in  redoubt  near  large  mortar  battery. 
General  White's  division,  1,500  men,  relieved  General  Crawford,  and 
occupy  the  skirmish  line  extending  from  General  Potter's  left  around  in 
front  of  the  two  square  redoubts.  General  Willcox,  with  one  brigade, 
colored  troops,  holds  the  line  formerly  occupied  by  Ninth  Corps  as  far 
to  the  right  as  the  mine,  where  they  join  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  Your 
dispatch  of  10  a.  m.  just  received  on  my  return  from  the  line. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Comm  and  ing. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 
GENERAL:  Three  batteries  have  reported  to  me  this  morning.     I 
have  ordered  two — Dorsey's  (Ohio)  and  Rhodes'  (Rhode  Island) — to 
report  to  you. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ALBERT  MONROE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 

General  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  f>i vision: 

GENERAL,  :  The  batteries  sent  you  were  not  intended  to  be  put  in 
position  unless  they  should  be  required.  The  heavy  rain  prevented 
Colonel  Monroe  visiting  the  line  this  evening,  indicating1  to  you  the 
positions  of  the  batteries  on  your  front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  TAEKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION?  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Capt.  K.  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Humphrey's  brigade  relieved 
the  brigade  of  General  Hartranft  during  the  night,  connecting  on  the 
right  with  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  Captain  Koeraer  reports  only  few 
rebels  seen  on  the  line  this  morning.  J  shall  keep  vigilant  watch  dur 
ing  the  day. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


AUGUST  15,  1804—10.40  a.  m. 
Captain  HUTCHINS: 

Captain  Eoeiner  having  reported  a  material  diminution  of  the  rebels 
in  our  front,  1  sent  Lieutenant  Brackett  to  Koeiner's  battery  with  a 
glass.  Lieutenant  Brackett  has  just  returned,  and  says  he  does  not 
perceive  any  difference  in  the  number  usually  visible.  Colonel  Hum 
phrey,  who  went  on  the  line  last  night  after  having  been  off  a  week, 
makes  the  same  observation,  so  that  1  think  reports  of  the  rebel  works 
being  thinned  out  should  be  taken  with  caution. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  ISfi-L 
Capt.  EGBERT  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  less  firing  of  every  description  than  usual 
to-day  in  my  front.     The  rain  this  afternoon  damaged  the  breast-works 
somewhat,  but  they  are  being  speedily  repaired. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX. 

Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GREOG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  yon 
that  General  In  galls  will  have  forage  at  this  point  for  your  command 
to-day. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  15,  1864 — 8  a.  in.     (Received  9.15  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

GENERAL:  We  are  getting  along   and  driving  the  enemy  on  the 
Charles  City  road.     I  think  my  advance  is  within  a  mile  of  White's 
Tavern.    I  have  the  body  of  General  Chambliss,  killed  a  few  minutes 
ago.     1  ana  having  some  loss,  but  not  very  considerable. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  15,  1SG4.     (Received  1.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  are  making  a  spirited  advance,  but  are  held 
by  one  of  my  brigades  dismounted.  1  have  two  regiments  at  the  inter 
section  of  the  Charles  City,  New  Market,  and  Quaker  roads.  This 
force  finds  the  enemy  OH  the  Charles  City  road  in  their  front.  I  think 
Hampton's  division  of  cavalry  has  arrived.  A  prisoner,  whom  I  for 
warded,  told  me  that  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  which  he  believed  to  be 
Hampton's,  was  on  the  Charles  City  road  about  six  miles  from  Rich 
mond,  and  that  infantry  was  at  the  same  point. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1SG4. 
General  GREGG: 

The  following,  just  received  from  General  Birney,  is  communicated 
for  your  information : 

I  have  .just  returned  from  a  reconnaissance.  Have  attacked  the  enemy's  cavalry 
on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade  in  Hank  and  am  driving  them.  Have  ordered  Avery's 
cavalry  also  to  attack.  I  am  driving  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  186-1. 
General  GREGG, 

Commanding,  d'e.  : 

General  Hancock  directs  me  to  advise  you  that  General  Birney  has 
sent  a  brigade,  under  conduct  ot'Captaiii  Briscoe,  aide-de-camp,  to  try 
to  strike  the  Charles  City  road  from  the  Central.  The  major-general 
commanding  has  sent  you  a  brigade  of  infantry,  well  commanded,  to 
be  followed  by  more  if  necessary. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1861. 
General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Second  Division  Cavalry : 

GENERAL:  I  wish  you  would  be  careful  that  the  enemy  do  not 
deceive  you  with  dismounted  cavalry.  If  that  brigade  gets  to  the 
Charles  City  road  I  wish  you  would  press  forward  so  as  to  relieve 
them,  as  I  wish  General  Birney  to  make  an  attack  as  soon  as  he-can 
find  a  hole  in  their  lines.  I  therefore  desire  that  you  should  press  the 
enemy  well  back  on  the  Charles  City  road,  looking  out  well  at  the  same 
time  for  your  right.  I  have  since  received  your  dispatch  stating  that 
your  dismounted  cavalry  have  the  Charles  City  road. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Augmt  15,  1861. 
Colonel  STEDMAN, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  The  enemy's  infantry  have  attacked  Colonel  Gregg's 
pickets  in  force.  I  send  you  this  information  for  your  guidance.  The 
general  has  not  yet  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  TAYLOR, 
Major  and  Division  Inspector. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE, 

August  15,  1861 — 2.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG: 

GENERAL:  A  prisoner  from  W.  H.   Fitzhugh    Lee's  division  just 
brought  in.     They  crossed  the  James  this  morning  at  daylight.     The 
Eighth  and  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  connection  with  the 
infantry,  are  driving  them,  and  are  now  nearly  to  Deep  Creek. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  IRVIX  GREGG. 
Colonel,  Commanding  -Brigade. 
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AUGUST  15,  1864: — 9  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

My  pickets  at  Dutch  Gap  report  trains  running  all  night  from  Peters 
burg  to  a  point  just  above  them,  and  there  stopping  and  whistling, 
probably  at  Chaffin's  farm.  Signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  two 
trains  have  passed  from  Petersburg  and  two  toward  Petersburg,  the 
last  loaded  with  commissary  stores.  At  9  a.  m.  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
has  just  passed  Junction  toward  Richmond.  Birney  reports  that  his  six 
guns  turnout  to  be  four  8-inch  howitzers;  also  that  he  is  ordered  to 
make  an  assault  on  the  right  of  Hancock  this  morning.  Pretty  far 
round  from  left  to  right. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 

CITY  POINT,  August  15, 1861. 
Major- General  BUTLER: 

Did  Birney  secure  the  guns  reported,  or  are  they  on  ground  that  can 
not  be  reached  by  either  party  ? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 

General  GRANT: 

The  following  is  answer  to  my  inquiry  about  guns  taken  by  General 
Birney  yesterday: 

DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  15,  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 

I  learned  from  an  artillery  lieutenant  at  11  a.  m.  to-day  that  three  were  secured 
and  the  fourth  not,  for  want  of  carriage.  This  olb'cer  was  sent  by  General  Hancock 
to  secure  the  fourth.  None  have  been  delivered  to  me.  The  enemy  had  re-estab 
lished  his  picket-line  and  had  shelled  the  woods  ill  iny  front.  I  could  not  get  the 
fourth  gun  without  a  light. 

WM.  B.  WOOSTER, 
Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut   Volunteers. 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

GENERAL,:  I  have  just  returned  from  a  reconnaissance.  Have  at 
tacked  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  left  of  Gregg's  brigade  in  flank  and 
am  driving  them.  Have  ordered  Avery's  cavalry  also  to  attack.  I  am 
driving  them. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864—2.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Do  you  desire  me  to  mass  and  attack?  I  am  apprehensive  that  if  I 
attempt  to  envelop  the  enemy  the  force  on  my  right  and  rear  may  take 
me  in  reverse. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 

I  am  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  on  my  right  toward  Charles 
City  Court-House  road. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
[General  HANCOCK:] 

My  brigade  has  advanced  within  half  a  mile  of  Charles  City  road, 
driving  the  enemy,  which  they  report  to  be  mounted  infantry.  1  have 
ordered  them  to  halt  at  Charles  City  Cross- Jioad  and  await  orders. 
Avery  covers  their  left.  Have  you  any  orders  'f 

D.  B.  B1KNEY, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Gregg  at  3.15  p.  in.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864. 
Major  General  BIRNEY  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  sent  Colonel  Morgan  to  yon  to  express  my  views* 
After  yon  reach  the  Charles  City  road,  if  there  is  no  engagement  there, 
that  brigade  might  be  slowly  withdrawn  sufficiently  to  cover  your 
right  without  being  endangered,  leaving  the  cavalry  to  protect  the 
rear.  I  then  wish  you  to  continue  your  reconnaissance  to  the  right  of 
where  Barlow  attacked,  to  see  if  you  can  find  a  suitable  place  to 
attack,  and,  if  so,  before  evening,  I  would  like  to  make  a  strong  attack 
and  will  give  you  more  troops  if  necessary.  It  is  important  to  make 
an  advance  or  to  ascertain  that  the  enemy  is  in  such  force  that  we  can 
not,  or  to  oblige  them  to  re-enforce.  You  can  be  backed  up  as  strongly 
as  you  wish.  If  you  find  a  favorable  point  and  want  more  men  let  me 
know.  General  Miles  will  now  feel  out  to  protect  the  right  flank  of 
that  brigade  which  has  gone  to  the  front  as  well  as  your  own  right,  and 
to  attack  the  enemy  if  either  are  threatened. 
Respectfully. 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  G  en  eral 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864 — 3.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

Brigadier-General  Birney  is  now  moving  with  a  brigade  to  attack  to 
the  rignt  of  my  position,  to  be  supported  by  all  my  force  if  necessary. 
When  he  drives  the  enemy  to  their  line  of  works  we  can  judge  of  the 
feasibility  of  an  assault.  My  other  division  will  move  to  the  right  and 
occupy  the  ground  that  he  leaves,  so  that  General  Barlow  must  look 
out  for  his  right.  I  may  use  the  brigade  of  infantry  that  relieved  Gregg 
from  the  attack. 

llespectfully, 

D.  B.  BIBXEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  15,1864 — 6.40p.m.     (Eeceived  7.45.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

A  reconnaissance  in  force  sent  out  has  met  the  enemy's  skirmish  line. 
As  it  is  too  far  to  my  right  and  the  woods  too  dense  and  close  to  favor 
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a  night  attack,  I  will  postpone  it  until  morning-.  1  will  make  a  vigorous 
one  at  daylight  with  your  permission.  We  have  driven  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  back,  but  as  yet  have  found  no  mtrenchmeuts. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY. 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1861 — 3.55  p.  vi. 
Captain  BRISCOE: 

Brigadier-General  Birney  is  on  the  point  of  attacking  on  your  left. 
If  you  are  not  pressed  by  the  enemy  move  back  and  report  to  him.     It 
there  is  any  enemy  in  your  immediate  front  attack  them.     You  need 
have  no  fear  for  your  left  Hank. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assist  a  n  t  A  dj  u  ta  nt-  Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS. TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15, 
Captain  BRISCOE: 

Bring  back  your  command  to  the  line. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Biruey: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1864 — 1.10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Hancock  hopes  we  will  be  able  to  capture  a  few  pris 
oners  in  order  to  get  information.     If  any  are  taken,  send  them  here 
immediately. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Biruey: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1861. 

Cover  your  line  with  your  own   skirmishers,  and  look  out  for  both 
your  flanks. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  1861 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Division  commanders  will  see  that  their  lines  are  well  picketed  dur 
ing  the  night  and  that  the  line  is  connected  along  its  whole  extent. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney . 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  FERRY: 

GENERAL:  You   can  reduce  the  picket-line  in  front  of  Port  Wai 
thall  seventy-five  men  and  on  Mill  road  twenty  five  men.     With  this 
reduction  can  you  do  the  picket  duty  with  your  force/?     I  am  unable  to 
get  any  more  white  men  and  I  do  not  like  to  send  out  colored.     Over 
one-half  of  niy  force  was  on  picket  yesterday  and  last  night. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  TURNER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division, 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  returned. 

I  can  picket  the  Port  Walt-hall  and  Mill  road  lines. 

O.  8.  FERRY, 
Brigadier-  General, 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  186-1 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  BIRNEY: 

Make  the  movement  heretofore  indicated  with  as  little  delay  as  pos 
sible. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Biruey : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  15, 1861. 

(Received  1.30  p.  m.) 

Major  General  BUTLER: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  headquarters  of  Major 
Torrance  with  the  remaining  three  companies  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Connecticut  Volunteers. 

W.  B.  WOOSTER, 
Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  15,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  direct  you  to 
repair  the  railroad  bridge,  which  has  been  damaged  by  the  flood,  so 
that  troops  can  safely  pass  over.  For  this  purpose  you  will  make  the 
necessary  details. 

Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE   READ, 
Assista nt  Adjutan t- General. 

14  R   R— VOL    XLIIj    PT   l\ 
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HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

fleic  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  15,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  F.  BUTLER, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 
GENERAL:  It  is  my  impression  that  we  can  worry  the  blockade-run 
ners  a  good  deal  by  placing  torpedoes  in  that  channel  that  runs  down 
the  shore  into  Wilmington  harbor.  Lieutenant  King,  the  engineer 
officer,  has  said  he  would  bring  the  matter  before  you,  and  if  he  returns 
to  this  place,  if  you  see  no  objection  to  it,  I  will  have  the  torpedoes 
prepared.  I  would  prefer  to  place  them  in  position  with  the  force  we 
have,  not  calling  upon  the  navy  for  any  assistance.  It  is  possible  I  do 
not  judge  correctly,  but  I  have  sometimes  doubted  whether  these  gen 
tlemen  who  command  the  blockading  vessels  really  wish  that  harbor 
closed.  A  great  deal  of  money  is  made  there  in  prize  money. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  X.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  l(>,  186  f. 

(Received  8  p.  in.  18th.) 

Major-Geueral  HALLECK, 

Washington,  1).  C. : 

The  fighting  north  of  the  river  to-day  has  resulted  favorably  for  us, 
so  far  as  it  has  gone;  but  there  have  been  no  decisive  results.  The 
enemy  have  been  driven  back  somewhat,  from  their  position  of  this 
morning,  with  a  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  and  about 
400  prisoners  left  in  our  hands.  Two  brigadier  generals  (Chainbliss 
and  Girardey)  were  killed  and  their  bodies  left  in  our  hands.  We  also 
have  quite  a  number  of  wounded  prisoners.  I  have  relieved  the  Fifth 
Corps  from  the  trenches,  and  have  it  ready  to  march  around  Peters 
burg  if  the  enemy  can  be  induced  to  throw  troops  enough  north  of  the 
James  to  justify  it.  Since  moving  north  of  the  river  our  losses  will 
probably  reach  near  1,000  in  killed  and  wounded;  very  many,  however, 
only  slightly  wounded,  owing  to  so  much  of  the  lighting  taking  place 
in  thick  woods.  The  enemy  have  lost  about  as  many  that  have  fallen 
into  our  hands. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  General, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  corps  commanders  or  signal  offi 
cers  indicating  any  movement  or  change  in  the  enemy's  position  in  my 
front,  except  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  where  it  is  reported  the  enemy 
have  relieved  the  force  in  their  trenches,  but  not  diminished  it. 
The  appearance  of  Wright's  brigade,  Mahone's  division,  in  front  of 
Hancock,  confirms  the  previous  statement  of  deserters  that  on  Satur 
day  last  two  brigades  of  Mahoue's  division  were  withdrawn  and  placed 
in  reserve  in  the  rear. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16j  1S6-1—12  m. 
lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  just  received  from  provost-marshal-general's  depart 
ment  is  forwarded : 

We  believe  that  two  brigades,  Wright's  and  Porrin's,  of  Mahone's  division,  moved 
from  the  enemy's  extreme  right  day  before  yesterday  at  2p.m.;  that  the  three  re 
maining  brigades  of  Mahoue,  -with  Heth's  division  and  Beauregard's  two  divisions, 
are  still  in  our  front. 

One  of  Kautz's  men  taken  prisoner  escaped  from  the  enemy  last 
night.  He  says  he  was  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad  be 
tween  Petersburg  and  Swift  Run  when  the  two  brigades  of  Mahone's 
division  marched  up  and  took  the  cars  for  a  station  near  Drewrv's 
Bluff. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  l(>,  186-1 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

It  seems  from  General  Hancock's  dispatches  that  a  part  of  Hill's 
corps  is  north  of  the  James.  If  the  enemy  reduce  again  to  three 
divisions  at  Petersburg  it  will  be  advisable  to  move  Warren  on  to  the 
Weldon  road  at  least,  and  farther  if  it  should  then  appear  advisable. 
The  enemy  would  necessarily  have  to  keep  a  good  part  of  Beauregard's 
force  to  confront  the  two  corps  that  would  still  be  left. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  (General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  186-1 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Until  this  p.  in.  there  were  no  indications  of  movements.  I  reported 
this  morning  that  deserters  who  came  in  last  night  said  we  had  in  our 
front  three  brigades  of  Mahone's  division  and  all  of  Heth's  division, 
both  of  Hill's  corps,  besides  Beauregard's  forces.  The  two  remaining 
brigades  of  Mahone,  Wright  and  Perrin,  they  said,  had  been  with 
drawn  and  were  in  the  rear.  Hancock  has  taken  prisoners  from 
Wright,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Perrin  is  also  in  his  front,  but  that  is  all 
of  Hill  that  has  left  us  as  far  as  we  know.  Wilcox's  division,  of  Hill's, 
is  and  has  been  there  for  some  time.  I  send  a  report*  from  the  signal 
station  on  the  plank  road,  just  received,  which  would  seem  to  indicate 
a  further  movement,  though  it  is  very  indefinite.  If  you  think  it  ad 
visable  on  this  information  to  move  Warren,  I  will  give  him  orders  to 
move  at  early  daylight,  or  before,  and  to  attack  at  the  lead-works  or 
where  the  Weldon  railroad  enters  the  line  of  works.  I  do  not  think 
myself  he  will  have  much  chance  of  success  unless  we  get  more  defi 
nite  information  of  the  enemy  having  sent  away  more  troops  than  wo 
have  now. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Fulton  to  Fisher,  7.20  p.  m.,  p.  214. 
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CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  16,  isti-l — 10  p.  m. 
Major-Genenil  MEADE  : 

From  here  it  sounds  as  if  there  was  heavy  musketry  tiring  on  your 
front.  Is  it  so1?  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
toward  his  right  this  evening  was  in  anticipation  of  a  flank  movement 
by  you? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  1<>,  1861 — 10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  dr.  : 

Your  dispatch  of  7.45  just  received.  I  would  not  move  Warren  until 
we  are  assured  of  further  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  think  the  changes 
reported  by  the  signal  officer  on  the  plank  road  either  indicate  an  in 
tention  to  attack  you  or  is  in  anticipation  of  a  flank  movement  to  our 
left. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutcnan  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  186-1—10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

There  is  no  musketry  tiring  on  my  front,  except  the  usual  picket-tiring. 
The  movement  of  the  enemy  reported  is,  I  think,  undoubtedly  a  weaken 
ing  of  his  extreme  right,  probably  with  a  view  of  re-enforcing  to  the 
north  of  the  James.  The  question  with  me  was  whether  lie  had  so 
weakened  himself  as  to  render  an  attack  by  Warren  likely  to  be  fol 
lowed  by  any  material  advantages,  because,  so  long  as  he  holds  his  pres 
ent  lines  we  cannot  do  anything  to  assist  Warren's  movements.  I  am 
waiting  to  have  your  views.  Warren  has  been  ordered  to  be  ready  to 
move  at  3  a.  m.,  but  the  final  order  has  not  yet  been  sent.  Just  as  I 
had  completed  the  foregoing,  your  dispatch  of  10.15  arrived.  I  hardly 
think  the  enemy  will  attack,  but  his  movement  is  either  to  prepare  for 
a  flank  movement  on  my  part  as  you  surmise,  or  else  it  is  to  re-enforce 
to  the  north  of  the  James. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  16,  186-1. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  .  The  following  deserters  have  just  been  forwarded :  Two 
from  the  Eighth  Florida,  came  in  at  0.30  p.  m.  15th  instant;  one  from 
the  Tenth  Florida,  came  in  at  3  a.  m.  16th  instant:  one  from  the  Forty- 
eighth  Mississippi,  came  in  at  G  p.  in.  15th  instant ;  one  from  the  Sixty-first 
Virginia,  came  in  at  5.30  a.  in.  lo'th  instant.  They  are  all  from  Mahoue's 
division,  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  and  represent  Weisiger's,  Harris',  and 
Finegan's  brigades.  They  state  that  all  of  Mahone's  division  is  in  our 
front  excepting  two  brigades,  Wright's  and  Perrin's,  which  they  think 
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moved  to  Drewry's  Bluff  at  2  p.  m.  day  before  yesterday.  Cannot  say 
whether  all  of  Heth's  division  is  in  our  front  or  not.  Davis'  brigade, 
of  Heth's  division,  was  on  the  right  of  his  (Heth's)  division  yesterday. 
The  following  telegram  has  been  received  from  Colonel  Sharper 

CITY  POINT,  August  16,  1864. 
J.  C.  BABCOCK: 

Our  cavalry  took  prisoners  this  a.  m.  from  Fitz  Lee's  division;  Chambliss  killed; 
his  body  in  our  hands;  light  on  Charles  City  road  two  miles  of  White's  Tavern. 
Prisoners  taken  this  a.  in.  by  Tenth  Corps  report  Wright's  brigade,  of  Mahone's  divis 
ion,  and  Lane's  brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division,  on  General  Birney's  front;  supposed 
they  eame  over  last  night.  Negro  refugee  from  Richmond  says  he  worked  there  in  :i 
shop  where  they  were  making  fans  to  ventilate  mines;  that  fifteen  were  to  be  made, 
and  five  were  done  when  he  left;  that  some  days  ago  a  gang  of  forty  negroes  were 
sent  from  Richmond  to  work  in  mines  at  Petersburg. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 

We  believe  the  two  brigades,  "Wright's  and  Perriu's,  of  Mahoue's 
division,  to  have  moved  from  the  enemy's  extreme  right  day  before  yes 
terday  at  2  p.  m.;  that  Heth's  division  and  the  two  divisions  of  Beau- 
regard  remain  here  as  usual. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 


CITY  POINT,  August  16,  1864. 
J.  C.  BABCOCK,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  refer  to  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division  as  having  crossed  to  the  north  side 
of  the  James — the  one  in  which  Chambliss,  who  was  killed  this  morn 
ing,  and  Barriuger,  were  brigade  commanders. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE,  City  Point  : 

Deserters  from  three  different  brigades  of  Mahone's  division  received 
this  a.  m.  report  that  Wright's  and  Perriu's  brigades  moved  to  Drew 
ry's  Bluff  day  before  yesterday  at  2  p.  m.  As  far  as  they  know  Heth's 
division  remained  unchanged,  though  we  only  hear  from  Davis'  bri 
gade,  which  is  on  the  right  of  the  division. 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

Augitfit  Id,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS.  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  just 
received  from  the  signal  station  near  Fifth  Corps  headquarters: 

No  movement.      No  working  parties  seen.      Enemy  hauling  logs  to  front.     All 
quiet. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 

The  other  stations  report  no  changes. 
By  order: 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VVM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  16,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following,  just  received 
from  tlie  station  near  the  plank  road : 

AUGUST  16 — 5  p.  m. 

Camps  that  were  re-established  in  woods  wrst-northwest  from  this  station  again 
broken  up  and  force  apparently  moving  to  the  left  but  not  appearing  on  line  of 
Weldou  railroad.  Troops  in  fortifications  in  our  front  also  relieved  and  moving  in 
same  direction. 

FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

By  order : 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  16,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  evening  report  from  the  station  near  the  Gibbon 
house  has  just  been  received  and  is  respectfully  forwarded : 

AUGUST  16,  1864—6.30  p.  in. 

A  train  of  box-cars  appeared  to-day  on  the  Petersburg  and  Richmond  Railroad, 
about  one  mile  out  of  the  city.  Nothing  unusual  lias  been  noticed  in  enemy's  lines 
to-day.  Work  progressing  all  day  on  fort.  The  camp  reported  removed  from  that 
locality  has  reappeared. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
By  order : 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signql  Corps. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  16,  1864—7.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Camps  broken  up  in  woods  in  rear  of  front  line,  commencing  from 
Gregory's  house  and  extending  left  about  a  mile.  The  force  in  works 
were  relieved  by  an  equally  strong  force.  Don't  think  front  line  weak 
ened.  Enemy  active  hauling  logs  and  improving  works. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
August  16,  1864—6.30  a.  m.     (Received  10.40.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  General  Miles  has  arrived  at  the  Charles  City  road  and 
connected  with  Col.  Irvin  Gregg  at  the  point  where  the  Charles  City 
road  crosses  the  ravine  of  Deep  Creek.  Colonel  Gregg  says  there  is 
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but  very  little  water  in  the  ravino.  Colonel  Gregg  is  now  moving  for 
ward  to  attack  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  can  be  seen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  ravine.  General  Miles  is  also  moving  forward  to  assist  in 
the  attack,  with  two  regiments  deployed  as  skirmishers;  has  the  rest 
of  his  command  ready  to  go  forward  if  required.  I  will  write  and  let 
you  know  the  result  as  soon  as  possible.  General  Miles  is  on  left  ot 
Charles  City  road,  and  Colonel  Gregg  on  the  right  of  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

Deep  Creek,  August  16,  1864 — 7.15  a.  m.     (Received  8.15.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  General  Gregg's  cavalry  and  General  Miles'  skirmishers 
have  crossed  Deep  Creek,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  in  the  direc 
tion  of  White's  Tavern,  which  is  about  two  miles  from  this  point. 
General  Gregg  is  here.  He  thinks  we  can  go  forward  as  far,  probably, 
as  White's  Tavern.  I  will  keep  yon  informed  of  our  progress.  There 
is  no  firing  at  this  moment.  The  enemy  appear  to  be  falling  back 
rapidly  and  our  troops  are  advancing. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
General  GRANT  : 

A  brigadier-general,  supposed  to  be  Brigadier-General  Girardey,  is 
dead  within  our  lines.  So  reports  my  chief  of  staff.  Girardey  com 
mands  that  brigade  of  General  Wright's,  who  is  on  leave. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
August  16,18(11 — K.iSa.m.     (Received  9.15  a.m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  Generals  Gregg  and  Miles  are  advancing,  with  sharp 
skirmishing.  We  are  now  about  one  mile  from  White's  Tavern,  on 
Charles  City  road.  Have  not  met  enemy's  infantry  yet.  We  have 
killed  Brigadier-General  Chainbliss,  of  the  rebel  service.  His  body  is 
in  our  possession. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

The  prisoners  are  from  W.  H.  F,  Lee's  division. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 8.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  GRANT  : 

There  is  as  yet  nothing  important  to  note.  Generals  Miles  and 
Gregg  are  advancing  up  the  Charles  City  road.  The  enemy  were  driven 
from  behind  Deep  Creek  and  are  falling  back  toward  White's  Tavern. 
I  do  not  think  I  will  push  the  reconnaissance  much  farther  than  White's 
Tavern  until  I  hear  from  General  Birney,  who  has  swung  into  the  left 
and  is  advancing  toward  the  Central  road.  He  reports  a  line  of  the 
enemy's  works  well  tilled,  and  is  moving  to  the  right  to  see  if  he  can 
turn  the  flank.  He  will  attack  if  there  is  a  good  opening.  The 
enemy's  lines  along  the  heights  behind  Bailey's  Creek  appear  about  as 
yesterday. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1C,  1864—9.10  a.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

At  8  a.  m.  our  troops  on  Charles  City  road  were  driving  the  enemy, 
our  advance  being  within  one  mile  of  White's  Tavern.  Brigadier-Gen 
eral  Chambliss  was  killed  and  his  body  fell  into  our  hands.  Our  loss  is 
not  considerable  yet.  Colonel  Gregg  is  wounded,  but  not  seriously. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 

General  GRANT  : 

One  prisoner  from  Sanders'  brigade  reports  that  the  other  brigades 
of  Mahone's  division  were  ready  to  come.  General  Gregg  found  a  valu 
able  map  on  General  Chambliss'  body,  which  1  will  send  you  when  it 
comes.  It  is  said  to  have  the  euemy's  line  marked  on  it. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 9.20  a.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

General  Birney  is  still  examining  the  enemy's  line  with  a  view  to 
attack.  He  finds  it  protected  by  a  difficult  ravine,  and  is  crossing  the 
ravine  further  to  the  right.  The  enemy's  line  is  apparently  not  con 
tinuous  from  the  Central  to  the  Charles  City  roads. 

WINF'D    S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Mead*;.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  omitted  to  state  that  the  prisoners  thus  far  taken  on  the  Charles 
City  road  are  all  cavalry  of  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division. 

WINF'l)   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


CITY  POINT,  August  16,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Maior-General  HANCOCK  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  At  White's  Tavern  you  are  in  rear  of  the 
enemy's  line  or  nearly  so,  and  must  cause  a  falling'  back  on  the  whole 
front  from  New  Market  on  the  left  (our  right).  The  troops  not  engaged 
on  our  right  should  watch  the  enemy  closely  and  be  prepared  to  follow 
up  the  moment  the  enemy  give  way,  if  they  do  give  way.  The  people 
at  White's  Tavern  are  Union,  and  may  be  relied  on  if  you  or  Birney 
get  an  opportunity  to  question  them  in  person. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  16,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

I  have  directed  General  Butler  to  make  a  demonstration  of  an  ad 
vance  with  his  troops  at  Dutch  Gap.  You  will  perceive  this  threatens 
their  retreat  on  Cham'n's  Bluff,  whilst  your  forces  near  White's  Tavern 
threaten  their  retreat  toward  Richmond. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864.     (Received  12.20  p.  m.) 
General  GRANT: 

The  provost-marshal  at  Deep  Bottom  says  that  an  officer  from  the 
enemy's  lines  opposite  communicated  with  him  to  exchange  papers  this 
morning.  He  belonged  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee,  and  says  that 
the  Seventeenth,  of  the  same  State,  is  with  them.  They  belonged  to 
Lougstreet's  corps,  but  I  do  not  find  them  on  the  memorandum  fur 
nished  me  of  Field's  division.  He  says  that  the  enemy  are  expecting 
a  flag  of  truce  to-day  at  Aiken's  Landing. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Mcade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864.    (Received  12.20  p.  m.) 
General  GRANT: 

Your  dispatches  have  been  received.  General  Birney  is  advancing 
in  three  lines  and  will  make  a  vigorous  attack.  If  the  enemy  will  make 
a  fight  where  Birney  is  1  will  put  in  my  whole  force.  If  they,  however, 
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are  intrenched  strongly  I  leave  it  to  General  Birney's  discretion  to  as 
sault  or  not.  The  enemy  are  strengthening  their  left,  apparently  at  the 
expense  of  their  right.  General  Birney  just  sends  in  thirty-four  prison 
ers  from  the  following  regiments:  Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina, 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Thirty-third  North  Carolina,  Eighteenth 
North  Carolina,  Second  Georgia,  Tenth  Georgia,  Sixty-fourth  Georgia, 
Twenty-second  Georgia,  and  Forty-eighth  Georgia.  He  has  carried  one 
line  and  thinks  he  has  their  left.  He  will  go  forward  again.  Generals 
Miles  and  Gregg  report  the  enemy  re-enforcing  against  them  from  the 
direction  of  the  Central  road. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

Major-General  Birney  reports  to  me  that  he  has  captured  the  enemy's 
ravine  line  in  his  front.  The  enemy  are  doubling  on  him,  and  1  am 
making  an  attack  now  on  their  right  to  seize  the  works  which  they  hold 
thinly.  1  think  we  will  seize  them.  The  infantry  command  from 
Charles  City  lias  been  ordered  in  on  to  General  Birney's  right,  or  rather 
to  connect  with  it,  leaving  the  cavalry  to  cover  the  Charles  City  road 
and  hold  their  position,  if  possible. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 

(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16, 1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

The  good  news  from  Birney  just  received.  The  Thirty-seventh, 
Twenty-eighth,  Thirty-third,  and  Eighteenth  North  Carolina  all  belong- 
to  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division.  The  Second,  Twenty-second, 
Forty-eighth,  and  Sixty-fourth  Georgia  belong  to  Wright's  brigade, 
Mahone's  division.  The  Tenth  Georgia  belongs  to  Bryan's  brigade, 
Kershaw's  division.  Wright's  and  Perrin's  brigades,  of  Maho lie's 
division,  undoubtedly  left  our  front  on  Saturday,  and  are  now  in  front 
of  you.  It  will  appear  that  you  have  parts  of  both  Kershaw's  and 
Wilcox's  divisions,  both  of  whom  were  reported  as  having  left  for  the 
Valley.  There  is  no  change  of  any  kind  in  the  enemy  opposite  to  us 
beyond  the  withdrawal  of  Wright's  and  Perrin's  brigades  of  Mahone's. 
Deserters  in  to-day  report  the  other  three  brigades  of  Mahone,  all  of 
Heth  and  Beauregard,  as  still  here.  There  is  some  confusion  about  the 
cavalry  in  your  front.  As  I  understand  it,  W.  H.  F.  Lee  is  sometimes 
called  Fitz  Lee,  the  other  Lee  is  Fitzhugh  Lee.  I  suppose  the  former 
is  in  your  front;  the  latter  was  at  Reams'  Station  yesterday. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

This  division  of  cavalry  is  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  (Rooney  Lee), 
General  Lee's  son,  not  Fitz  Lee's,  who  is  the  oldest  division  commander, 
but  the  one  who  was  in  Fort  La  Fayette.  They  are  both  named  Fitz 
Lee,  bat  one  is  known  as  Fitz  Lee  and  the  other  as  Eooney  Lee  among 
their  companions.  This  command  left  Reams'  Station  day  before 
yesterday  at  11  o'clock  and  arrived  here  yesterday  morning.  I  have  a 
rebel  color  and  some  prisoners — 10  officers  and  153  men.  A  staff  officer 
of  General  Birney  reports  that  he  has  taken  three  colors,  but  has  only 
got  hold  of  one  as  yet.  Colonel  Dent  will  return  with  the  prisoners 
captured,  except  those  taken  by  the  cavalry,  which  have  not  yet  come. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Grant.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
General  GRANT: 

Prisoners  just  taken  report  Lane's  and  Wright's  brigades  in  front  01 
General  Birney,  they  having  arrived  there  last  night. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16, 1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

One  brigade  from  which  General  Birney  took  prisoners  arrived 
here  last  night.  An  officer  from  General  Field's  staff  is  taken  and 
says  there  are  15,000  men  in  my  front.  A  prisoner  says  that  General 
Lee  crossed  over  here  from  Petersburg  to-day.  The  enemy  are  attack 
ing  Birney's  right  pretty  strongly. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — General  Birney's  loss  is  considerable,  and  he  has  captured 
some  more  prisoners. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
General  GRANT: 

I  send  four  more  officers  and  forty-nine  men. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


220  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding : 

GENERAL:  The  enemy's  infantry  has  attacked  General  Miles  and 
General  Gregg1  forcibly.  Our  troops  are  retiring  on  the  Charles  City 
road,  the  enemy  pressing  quite  heavily.  Generals  Miles  and  Gregg 
Avill  hold  the  line  of  Deep  Creek.  The  enemy  attacked  on  Charles  City 
road.  We  are  now  about  one  mile  from  Deep  Creek  and  retiring 
toward  that  point.  I  believe  the  crossing  of  the  road  (Charles  City)  at 
Deep  Creek  can  easily  be  held  by  the  troops  of  General  Miles  and  Gen 
eral  Gregg. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Ccunp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

Our  losses  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  are  heavy.  Four  brigade  com 
manders  are  reported  killed  or  wounded.  I  have  just  returned  from 
General  Birney.  He  has,  I  think,  lost  a  part  of  the  line  he  took  from 
the  enemy,  but  he  is  intrenching  the  rest,  and  I  have  ordered  him  to 
retake  all  of  it.  I  think  he  is  secure.  I  have  forwarded  additional 
troops  on  his  right  and  left.  A  considerable  portion  of  Hill's  corps 
is  here — how  much,  I  cannot  say  at  this  moment.  General  Biriiey 
thinks  all  of  it;  but  1  could  not  to  any  of  these  statements  advise 
credence  until  I  can  substantiate  them.  We  have  been  making  a 
formidable  demonstration  thus  far.  I  have  taken  numbers  of  prisoners 
from  Sanders'  brigade,  whose  presence  I  reported  this  morning,  and 
Field's  division  still  remains  here  on  our  right,  according  to  the  state-. 
meut  of  prisoners  well  disposed  to  us,  who  were  taken  this  morning.  I 
have  made  demonstrations  (really  attacks)  on  the  enemy's  right,  but 
have  always  found  the  enemy's  intrenchments  well  manned. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 

(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1G,  18(14 — Ll~>  p.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

The  force  011  the  Charles  City  road  has  been  pressed  back  to  this 
side  of  Deep  Creek  by  a  superior  force  of  infantry;  what  command  is 
not  known.  Our  troops  behaved  well,  but  were  driven  back  by  superior 
numbers.  General  Gregg  is  now  on  the  north  side  of  Deep  Creek  and 
says  he  can  hold  his  position.  General  Miles  has  returned  to  General 
Birney's  right  flank,  and  the  infantry  which  attacked  him  on  the 
Charles  City  road  has  moved  toward  Fussell's  Mill,  on  the  enemy's 
left.  I  have  Richmond  papers  of  the  15th.  1  can  telegraph  you 
some  items  if  you  have  not  seen  them,  though  there  is  nothing  impor- 
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(ant.  Dates  from  Mobile  and  Atlanta  of  13th  [say|  two  of  our  ships 
reported  inside  the  bar  at  Mobile.  General  Miles'  loss,  say,  150  meii  of 
1,400,  and  General  Gregg  quite  a  number. 

W1NFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16  j  1861.     (Received  0  p.  m.) 
Lien  tenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Miles  lias  returned  to  the  right  of  General  Birney,  General 
Gregg  holding  Deep  Creek,  a  strong  place  on  the  Charles  City  road. 
An  attack  on  the  enemy  will  be  made  at  5  o'clock  on  General  Birney's 
front.  Everything  is  calm  here  at  present.  I  have  on  General  Birney's 
line  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Corps  on  the  right,  .and  one  engaged 
with  him,  and  one  on  his  left;  the  remainder  of  the  Second  Corps  on 
the  left.  The  light  has  been  to  the  right  of  FusseH's  mill-pond.  The 
enemy  have  lost  heavily  to-day,  according  to  the  reports  of  their  prison 
ers  and  other  indications.  1  have  the  map  taken  from  General  Chamb- 
Hss'  body,  which  is  a  very  perfect  map,  embracing  the  complete  fortifi 
cations  of  Richmond  and  the  surrounding  country  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  Have  not  sent  it  in,  as  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  since 
receiving  it. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 5.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Since  General  Miles  was  withdrawn  the  enemy  have  pressed  General 
Gregg  pretty  hard,  and  have  forced  him  across  Deep  Creek,  where  he 
now  holds  in  the  rifle-pits.  The  farthest  point  gained  by  our  forces 
was  six  to  seven  miles  from  Richmond,  within  half  a  mile  of  Y\7hite's 
Tavern,  where  the  enemy's  infantry  appeared  in  force. 

W1NFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  186-1. 
General  GRANT: 

The  following  dispatch  is  justreceived  from  General  Birney.  1  have 
not  received  a  full  report  from  Colonel  Smyth: 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1SG4 — 5.57  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK  : 

I  advanced  my  skirmishers,  and  after  a  reconnaissance  have  concluded  not  to  at 
tack.  The  enemy  have  massed  iu  my  front,  and  in  my  opinion,  even  alter  taking  the 
works,  my  force  could  not  do  more,  (jolouel  Smyth,  Second  Division,  reports  troops 
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and  artillery  passing  two  hours  to  my  front.  I  send  another  tlag,  captured  this  morn 
ing.  Four  more  arc  reported.  I  have  not  seen  them.  I  would  like  a  statement  of 
previous  flags  turned  over. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-Cteneral. 

WINF'D  IS.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861 — 7  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

This  evening:  General  Mott,  by  making  a  strong  demonstration  on  the 
enemy's  right,  brought  oft'  the  gun  left  by  General  Birney  day  before 
yesterday,  together  with  three  loads  of  ammunition  which  have  been 
covered  by  the  enemy  since  that  time.  The  gun  was  an  8-inch  siege 
howitzer,  and  the  ammunition  belongs  to  guns  of  that  caliber. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


CITY  POINT,  August  16, 1864. 
General  HANCOCK: 

I  send  for  your  information  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
Butler.* 

The  position  secured  by  General  Butler  may  turn  the  whole  position 
now  held  by  the  enemy.  I  will  have  it  examined  in  the  morning,  and 
if  it  does  will  transfer  a  portion  of  your  command  to  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  186-1. 
General  GRANT: 

My  casualties  to  day  in  the  entire  command,  including  cavalry,  at  the 
minimum,  1,500. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


CITY  POINT,  August  16,  1864. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
General  HANCOCK: 

I  have  ordered  to  Strawberry  Plains  steamers  ostensibly  to  bring 
down  the  Second  Corps.  It  is  intended  as  a  ruse  to  make  the  enemy 
believe  you  are  withdrawing,  and  to  bring  them  out  to  attack  yon. 
Send  orders  to  the  steamers  to  return  here  at  4  a.  m.  in  the  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


*  See  Butler  to  Grant,  beginning — As  soon  as  arrangements,  itc.,  p.  232. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  186' 1.     (Received  llth.) 
General  GRANT: 

Your  dispatch  is  received  and  the  necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to 
carry  out  your  views. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861 — 10.50  a.  m. 

General  Birney  is  making  quite  ail  attack;  has  captured  some  pris 
oners.  The  pickets  should  threaten  an  advance  at  all  times.  Troops 
should  be  shown  on  the  left.  Any  commander  may  take  advantage  at 
once  of  any  weakness  in  the  enemy's  lines.  General  Gregg  will  push 
the  reconnaissance  beyond  White's  Tavern  with  his  cavalry. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assis  ta  n  t  A  dj  u  tant-  Genera  I. 

(To  Brigadier-Generals  Barlow  and  Mott  and  Colonel  Smyth,  com 
manding1  divisions.) 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861. 

The  troops  will  be.  held  ready  to  move  at  once — this  not  to  interfere 
with  any  previous  instructions  given  in  regard  to  feeling  or  trying  the 
enemy's  lines. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(To  Generals  Mott  and  Barlow  and  Colonel  Smyth.) 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1(>,  18(>1 — 1.-10  a.  m. 

Colonel  Craig,  commanding  brigade  of  Second  Corps,  temporarily 
attached  to  this  command,  will  report  immediately  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H. 
Terry,  commanding  First  Division,  Tenth  Corps. 
By  order  ot  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE, 
Near    White's  Tavern,  August  [16\,  180-1 — 11  a.  m. 
Col.  C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Second  Corps: 

My  advance  is  within  less  than  a  half  mile  from  White's  Tavern. 
We  have  driven  them  steadily  thus  tar  from  Deep  Bottom.  We  have 
met  strong  force  in  front,  also  struck  a  line  of  flankers  marching  toward 
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White's  Tavern  from  the  direction  of  FusselPs  Mill.  We  hold  the 
ground  gained  and  await  orders.  I  do  not  consider  it  advisable  to 
advance  farther  up  this  road  without  connecting  with  the  right  of 
General  Biriiey,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  do  and  move  forward  if  you 
direct. 

Very  respect fully, 

NELSOX  A.  MILES, 
Brigadier- (funeral  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861. 
General  MILES: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  while  General 
Gregg  remains  in  front  with  you  you  will  obey  any  orders  which  he 
may  give.  General  Gregg  has  been  directed  not  to  give  up  his  recon 
naissance  as  long  as  he  considers  it  safe.  He  has  been  advised,  how 
ever,  that  if  General  Birney  has  heavy  and  continuous  tiring  you  are  to 
close  m  toward  him. 

[F.  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16 ,  1861 — 7.oO  p.  in. 
Col.  T.  A.  SMYTH, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

COLONEL:  The  major-general  commanding  is  informed  that  just  pre 
vious  to  5  this  p.  m.  you  informed  General  Birney  that  the  enemy  had 
been  passing  to  his  front  with  infantry  and  cavalry  for  two  hours.  The 
major-general  commanding  desires  to  be  informed  exactly  what  report 
was  made  and  why  it  was  not  made  to  these  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 
General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  regiment  sent  last 
evening  to  hold  the  woods  near  the  bridge-head  be  recalled  and  rejoin 
your  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
A ssis ta nt  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS. 

August  16,  1864 — 1.50  p.  m. 


XL  itjy  tea  (/    j.Uj  juju-t — J.^L/  jf.  »«•. 

General  MOTT: 

The  signal  officer  reports  that  the  enemy  are  still  passing  troops 
quietly  away  along  from  your  front,  and  have  taken  away  two  guns  out 
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of  three.  Y'ou  had  better  at  onee  attack,  or  make  a  strong  demonstra 
tion  to  that  effect.  If  the  enemy  are  vacating  their  lines  attack  them 
and  seize  their  works. 

'[F.  A.  WALKER, 
Assiatan t  Adjutant-  General. } 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  W,  1861 — 3.1~>  p.  m.     (Received  3.30  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Corps': 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  demonstra 
tion  and  find  the  enemy  have  a'  strong  skirmish  line  and  the  works 
manned.     The  guns  are  still  in  position.     I  have  given  orders  for  a 
demonstration  to  be  made  on  the  extreme  left  by  a  regiment. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
August  16,  1864.     (Received  3.40  p.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  .Division: 

GENERAL  :  General  Hancock  says  your  movements  meet  his  wishes. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieuten ant-  Co lonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  made  a  demonstration  on 
the  left  this  evening  and  found  the  enemy  with  a  strong  skirmish  line 
and  the  works  manned.  During  that  time  I  had  the  8-inch  siege  gun 
brought  away,  and  brought  in  three  loads  of  ammunition  belonging  to 
that  siege  gun. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 


CIRCULAR.)    HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 

The  command  will  be  under  arms  at  3  a.  m.  to-morrow.     Brigade 
commanders  will  see  that  camps  are  struck  at  that  hour.     The  officer 
commanding  pickets  will  be  notified  to  keep  the  pickets  vigilant  and  all 
be  under  arms  at  that  time.     An  attack  is  expected. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

15  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  n 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  engineers  are  directed  to  go  on  with  the 
work  on  the  intreuchments,  and  that  you  will  please  furnish  the  details 
required  by  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864 — 8.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  be  prepared  to  move 
at  3  a.  m.  to-morrow.  Instructions  will  be  sent  you  during  the  night. 
Major  Duane  has  been  ordered  to  return  all  working  parties. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864—9.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  to-morrow 
morning  at  3  o'clock  by  way  of  Strong's  house  and  the  shortest  road 
thence  to  the  Weldon  railroad  near  the  intersection  of  the  Yaughan 
road,  and  if  the  enemy  hold  their  intrenchments  weakly  in  that  vicinity 
endeavor  to  carry  them  and  occupy  the  crest  in  rear  of  their  first  line 
of  works  opposite  the  fronts  held  by  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps. 
Information  derived  from  General  Hancock  to-day  shows  two  brigades 
of  Mahone's  division  to  the  north  of  the  James,  and  the  signal  officer 
on  the  plank  road  observed  this  evening  the  troops  in  the  trenches  on 
the  enemy's  right  toward  the  Weldon  railroad  vacating  the  works,  and 
those  in  our  front  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plank  road  being  relieved 
and  moving  out.  This  indicates  that  but  three  divisions  of  the  enemy 
hold  their  intrenchments  south  of  the  Appomattox.  General  Kautz 
will  be  ordered  to  concentrate  his  cavalry  somewhere  near  the  plank 
road  and  prevent  Fitzhugh  Lee's  division  of  cavalry  coming  in  on  your 
rear.  Keep  the  commanding  general  advised  of  your  progress  and  of 
everything  important. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864 — 10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

In  sending  you  the  instructions  for  to-morrow  I  have  anticipated  the 
action  of  the  commanding  general.  They  are  suspended  until  further 
notice. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff\ 
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CIRCULAR,  \  -HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  105.     )  August  Hi,  IHGf. 

Division  commanders  and  the  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade 
will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move  at  3  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
Further  instructions  will  be  sent.     Division  commanders  will  at  ouce 
recall  their  working-  parties. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1S6-1 — 6.30  p.  m.     (Received  7.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Xinth  Corps  : 

The  signal  officer  on  the  plank  road  reports  the  enemy  leaving1  his 
iutrenchments  opposite  to  where  he  is.  Do  the  reports  from  your  front 
confirm,  this ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent  ? 

A.  A.  I1UMPI1REYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  &taff. 


HEADQUARTERS  jSrarm  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861 — 8.XO  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Have  just  returned  from  my  left.  The  report  of  the  signal  officer 
reached  my  headquarters  about  the  same  time  as  a  report  from  General 
White  to  the  same  e licet.  While  at  General  White's  headquarters 
nothing  further  was  reported. 

JXO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  10,  1S(J4 — 6'. 40  p.  in. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Xinth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  8.20  p.  in.  received.     Is  the  report  of  General  White 
founded  upon  the  observation  of  his  pickets  or  officers? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  enemy  quiet  on  my  front  to-day.  The 
report  of  picket-tiring'  on  Second  Division  front  made  this  morning'  was 
an  error.  Some  damag'c  was  done  our  works  by  the  rain,  which  is 
being  repaired.  The  detailed  report  mentioned  in  a  previous  dispatch 
to  Major-General  Huiup.hreys~wiH  be  forwarded  ;is  soon  a-<  received. 

^  S  JM).  G.   PAKKK, 

V  Major-  General. 

1TI7E:      jrjj 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 11.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  movement  reported  this  evening  by  the  officer  of  the  day  of  the 
right  brigade  of  White's  division  was  discovered  by  one  of  his  vedettes 
in  the  center  of  his  picket-line.  The  officer  then  took  position  and  dis 
covered  a  column  moving  behind  a  heavy  work  due  west  of  Fort 
Tilton  and  proceeding  parallel  to  their  line  until  they  passed  into 
the  woods.  Judging  from  the  intervals  between  the  horsemen. there 
were  five  regiments.  After  these  regiments  had  disappeared  in  the 
woods  he  saw  about  a  regiment  move  into  the  rifle-pits  to  south  of  the 
heavy  work  before  mentioned,  and  an  increase  of  the  picket-line  in  his 
front  of  about  nfty  men. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
General  GREGG: 

In  order  to  prevent  the  enemy's  recapturing  General  Chambliss'  body 
as  a  trophy  in  any  of  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  day,  the  major- 
general  commanding  thinks  you  had  better  send  it  back  in  an  ambu 
lance.  I  think  if  General  Chambliss  is  buried  here  it  might  be  done 
on  the  New  Market  road,  say  by  the  Potteries,  putting  up  a  head-board 
by  which  the  grave  could  be  recognized.  General  Hancock  is  sorry  to 
hear  of  Colonel  Gregg's  wound,  and  is  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  doing 
so  well. 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  16,  1S64 — 11  a.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  will  continue  to  push 
your  reconnaissance  as  far  as  you  consider  it  practicable  and  safe.  It 
will  create  a  diversion  certainly,  and  will  compel  them  to  vacate  their 
position  here  if  they  do  not  feel  strong. 

FRANCIS  A.  W"ALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864—12  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding: 
Yours  received.     We  are  going  ahead. 
Yours,  &c.. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

The  enemy  have  some  artillery  in  position  near  White's  Tavern,  but 
1  think  the  movement  we  are  now  making  will  compel  the  falling  back 
of  their  force. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  Ki,  1M-1— 12.20  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

General  Hancock  wishes,  if  it  can  be  done  properly,  that  General 
Miles  now  come  in  and  protect  the  roads  leading  into  General  Birney's 
right  and  rear,  while  you  hold  strongly  to  the  front.  General  Birney 
reports  that  he  has  carried  the  enemy's  main  line  on  his  front,  and 
wishes  this  protection  to  his  right.  The  general  commanding  considers 
your  reconnaissance  complete  if  you  can  hold  on  where  you  are. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1861 — 2  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

General  Birney  has  captured  200  or  ,300  prisoners  and  3  battle-flags. 
One  general  officer,  supposed  to  be  Girardey,  is  dead  within  our  lines. 
Release  Miles  as  soon  as  you  can,  and  send  him  straight  toward  Gen 
eral  Birney,  holding  pretty  strong  to  your  front.  Since  writing  the  above, 
your  dispatch  by  Captain  Brownson  was  received.  If  Miles  becomes 
heavily  engaged,  of  course  his  return  is  out  of  question  until  a  proper 
time.  A  brigade  of  Colonel  Broady  has  just  gone  011  General  Birney's 
right.  You  should  see,  by  cavalry  vedettes,  that  the  road  is  open 
before  Deep  Creek  and  Birney  always. 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  186-1. 
General  GREGG: 

The  major-general  commanding' directs  me  to  say  that  unless  you  are 
very  seriously  engaged  you  must  send  General  Miles  toward  General 
Birney  by  the  shortest  route,  and  dispute  the  Charles  City  road  with 
your  cavalry.  General  Biriiey  is  pretty  heavily  pressed  on  his  right 
and  left. 

[FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1861 — 3.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
.  COLONEL:  General  Miles  has  gone  to  Birney's  right  and  I  am  hold 
ing  the  north  side  of  Deep  Creek.     Our  last  advance  was  met  by  a 
superior  force  of  infantry,  which  moved  up  from  the  direction  of  Fus- 
sell's  Mill;  the  force  is  now  retiring  to  my  left  and  in  the  direction  of 
the  mill.     The  firing  in  my  front  has  ceased.     I  send  to  General   Han 
cock  the  map  which  I  found  on  General  Chambliss'  body.    Please  return 
it  when  the  general  is  through  with  it. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdy.  Second  JJ ids-ion. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  10,  1861 — 1.15  p.  m. 
General  GREGG-: 

If  you  stay  at  Deep  Creek  to-night  you  can  have  your  subsistence 
brought  forward  to  that  point.  The  major-general  commanding  desires 
that  you  will  hold  Deep  Creek,  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  16,  1861 — L45  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  iu  large  force  (infantry  and  cavalry)  attacked 
my  brigade  north  of  Deep  Run,  and  after  a  sharp  light  compelled  it  to 
retire  across  Deep  Bun  with  considerable  loss.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  General  Miles  left  me.  The  enemy  are  occupying  the  works  north 
of  Deep  Run.  In  front  the  enemy  are  quiet,  and  I  cannot  discover  any 
of  their  movements  toward  my  right  or  left. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  186-1 — J  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

General  Miles  has  connected  with  General  Birney's  right.  General 
Birney  is  going  to  attack  again  about  this  time.  You  and  General 
Miles  should  connect  your  picket-line  along  that  road,  and  General 
Miles  has  been  so  instructed.  Hold  on  strongly  where  you  are  and  see 
that  niy  right  flank  is  protected  by  skirmishers,  or  let  me  know  to  the 
contrary.  If  you  require  assistance  let  me  know.  At  the  same  time,  I 
expect  a  heavy  fight  here  before  night.  1  would  not  have  called  Miles 
away  from  you  but  for  the  frequent  calls  of  General  Birney.  We  have 
captured  four  stand  of  colors  and  several  hundred,  prisoners  from  the 
enemy.  Their  loss  has  been  heavy  and  ours  has  not  been  light.  We 
have  had  four  brigade  commanders  disabled  to- day.  One  of  their  brigade 
commanders  is  dead  in  our  lines  up  here.  If  everything  is  quiet  after 
dark  can't  you  come  up  to  see  me  ! 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  16, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Have  any  men  been  taken  from  Wilcox's  division  within  three  days? 
If  not,  have  you  any  information  fixing  his  .presence  here  within  this 
line? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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UDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  'August  16,  186-1 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT,  Commanding,  &c.: 

Wileox's  division  is  all  here.  Lane  and  MeGowan  are  on  north  side  of 
the  James,  where  they  have  been  for  some  weeks.  Thomas  and  Scales 
are  on  the  right  of  Pickett's  division  in  our  front  here,  where  they  also 
have  been  for  some  six  weeks  or  more.  I  had  not  heard  from  them  for 
a  day  or  two,  but  to-night  have  had  a  man  from  MeGowan  and  have 
heard  direct  from  Thomas  and  Scales. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  16, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

Our  troops  are  now  near  White's  Tavern.  You  will  perceive  from  the 
maps  this  is  between  the  enemy  at  New  Market  and  Richmond.  They 
will,  however,  have  the  road  clear  to  Chaffin's  farm.  If  1,000  of  your 
men  at  Dutch  Gap  could  be  put  under  arms  and  threaten  an  advance, 
it  might  have  the  effect  of  starting  the  enemy  on  the  retreat.  In  mak 
ing  such  demonstration  troops  would  have  to  start  heading  down  the 
river,  to  avoid  the  batteries  near  Cox's  house. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  16,  1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT,  City  Point: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  have  directed  the  available  force,  which 
will  amount  to  about  1,200  men,  at  Dutch  Gap  to  make  the  demonstration 
you  suggest.  We  shall  move  in  that  direction  with  considerable  vigor. 
The  only  doubt  I  have  is  whether  the  enemy's  iron-clads  maybe  able  to 
sweep  the  plain  in  front  of  Dutch  Gap.  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Wooster 
commanding  at  Deep  Bottom,  also  to  make  an  advance  up  the  Kings- 
land  road  toward  its  junction  with  Three-Mile  Creek  as  a  feint  at  the 
time  we  open  at  Dutch  Gap. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HATCHER'S,  August  16,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 
GENERAL  :  We  are  advancing  from  Dutch  Gap. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 

Major-  General. 

CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  16,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding,  &c. : 

It  is  now  getting  so  late,  and  the  troops  under  Hancock  being  at  a 
stand  still,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  use  caution  about  advancing. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  16,  1864. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

As  soon  as  arrangements  could  possibly  be  made  to  get  the  men 
rested  from  their  work,  at  5  o'clock  I  sent  on  board  the  steamer  Mount 
Washington,  kindly  loaned  me  by  the  navy,  950  of  the  working  party 
at  Dutch  Gap,  and  landed  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  below,  at  Aiken's, 
by  which  I  was  enabled  to  turn  the  enemy's  battery  at  II.  Cox's,  and 
under  cover  of  the  gun-boats,  which  you  heard,  Major  Ludlow  advanced, 
turning  the  enemy's  line,  capturing  it  after  a  smart  skirmish  in  which 
we  lost  one  man  killed,  and  we  now  occupy  the  work  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill  which  you  saw.  It  is  a  very  strong  line  for  the  enemy.  Our  line 
of  pickets  extend  from  Cox's  house  at  the  turn  of  the  river  above 
Dutch  Gap  to  the  northeast  and  about  half  a  mile  toward  Three-Mile 
Creek.  We  have  not  men  enough  to  occupy  all  the  works.  The  right 
has  been  occupied  by  rine-pits  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  the  line  extend 
ing  to  Three-Mile  Creek,  but  there  is  nothing  now  between  us  and 
Three-Mile  Creek.  Major  Ludlow  thinks  this  position  a  very  strong 
one,  if  occupied  by  the  rebels,  to  oppose  any  advance  on  our  part.  I 
have  directed  it  to  be  held  to-night.  If  you  propose  tc  go  up  to  Deep 
Bottom  to-morrow  you  can  easily  examine  it  yourself,  or  one  of  the 
engineers  may  be  sent  up  to  examine  it.  We  have  captured  a  prisoner 
there,  and  he  says  lie  is  from  one  of  Beauregard's  brigades  (Johnson's 
old).  I  have  a  report  from  Colonel  Wooster,  commanding  at  Deep  Bot 
tom,  that  he  advanced  a  strong  skirmish  line  until  his  entire  line  passed 
Kingsl and  road,  his  right  resting  on  Four-Mile  Creek  and  advancing 
beyond  it  as  far  as  W.  H.  Ammons',  beyond  the  New  Market  road,  and 
his  left  "beyond  Kumn's  house.  He  developed  only  a  strong  skirmish 
line  and  two  or  three  companies  of  infantry.  He  captured  a  prisoner 
of  the  Third  North  Carolina,  which  regiment  belonged  to  Johnson's 
division  and  Steuart's  brigade,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been  cap 
tured  with  its  general.  I  have  also  another  prisoner  who  claims  to 
belong  to  the  Tenth  Virginia  of  the  same  brigade,  who  says  his  bri 
gade  is  out  there  and  has  been  encamped  there  for  some  time.  At  9 
o'clock  Colonel  Wooster  retired  to  his  original  position.  With  refer 
ence  to  this  prisoner  I  have  never,  from  all  the  prisoners  or  deserters, 
heard  of  this  brigade  on  this  line' before  and  know  not  where  they  came 
from.  Colonel  Wooster  had  no  killed  and  none  seriously  wounded.  It 
would  seem  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  advancing  any  body  of  troops 
in  that  direction.  Our  movement  has  certainly  been  successful  as  a 
reconnaissance,  if  nothing  more. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  16,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

If  you  have  men  to  spare  to  hold  the  position  secured  by  Major  Lud 
low  until  I  can  get  up  there  I  will  have  the  ground  examined,  and  if  it 
is  practicable  to  get  through,  will  transfer  a  portion  of  the  force  with 
General  Hancock. 

ri^S.  GRANT,  * 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HDQKS.  DKPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  Any  nut  16,  186  L 
Major  LUDLOW, 

A  ide-de-  Ca nip ,  tOc.  : 

I  inclose  to  you  a  telegram  from  Lieutenant- General  Grant.*  The 
troops  of  Hancock  and  Birney  are  near  White's  Tavern,  011  the  Charles  City 
road,  extending  across  the  Central  and  New  Market  roads.  That,  you 
will  see,  brings  the  enemy  at  Dutch  Gap- in  your  front  directly  between 
our  troops  and  you.  I  wish  you  would  get  all  the  men  you  can  spare 
under  arms  and  advance  upon  them  and  try  them,  of  course  deploying 
your  force  a  little  to  the  right  from  the  gap,  in  order  to  avoid  the  bat 
tery  at  Cox's  house,  if  it  still  remains  there.  I  trust  by  this  time  you 
have  got  your  gun  mounted  and  unmasked,  so  that  you  can  bear  upon 
that  battery.  At  the  time  you  advance,  which  should  be  done  with  a 
good  deal  of  celerity  and  determination  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmish 
ers  to  surprise  the  enemy,  let  your  100-pounder  open  upon  that  battery 
as  well  as  you  can.  At  the  opening  of  your  artillery  1  will  direct  Col 
onel  Wooster  to  advance  a  strong  skirmish-line  at  Deep  Bottom  up 
toward  the  junction  of  Three-Mile  Creek  with  the  Kingsland  road.  I 
will  endeavor  to  be  over  at  the  gap  by  the  time  your  dispositions  are 
made,  but  do  not  wait  for  me.  It  is  of  importance  that  you  should 
endeavor  to  silence  the  artillery.  Please  try  to  observe  where  the 
enemy's  gun-boats  are,  that  you  may  not  be  interfered  with  in  attempt 
ing  to  cross  the  plain  between  your  works  and  the  enemy.  Form  your 
line  of  battle  in  the  gap  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible 
and  deploy  with  rapidity.  IIow  are  you  supplied  with  ammunition  f 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Gen  era  I,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  16,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  HOWARD, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Bermuda: 

You  will  select  two  of  the  most  worthless  canal  barges  we  have,  if 
two  have  not  already  been  selected,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sunk  in 
the  James,  of  course  taking  off  all  tackle  and  everything  which  is  use 
less  when  sunk,  and  report  them  as  early  as  possible  to  the  naval  ves 
sel,  the  Miami,  off  City  Point.  Report  to  me  when  this  order  is  exe 
cuted. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


BERMUDA,  August  16, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  barges  Mary  Moyei 
and  Agnes  Gibson*  have  been  procured  at  City  Point,  where  some  delay 
was  experienced. 

JOHN  B.  HOWARD, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 

"  See  p.  231. 
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HDQKS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  16,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  •  of  Staff  : 

COLONEL  :  The  signal  officer  on  the  Spring  Hill  Station  reports  at 
7  a.  111.  that  since  8.30  last  night  two  trains  passed  toward  Richmond 
and  one  toward  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  16,  1864—8.10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  at  8  a.  in.  that 
eight  cars  loaded  with  troops  just  passed  the  Junction  toward  Peters 
burg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Dcpt.  of  Va.  and  N.  C. 


SPRING  HILL,  August  1C,  1864. 
Captain  NORTON: 

Three  pieces  of  artillery  moving  from  railroad  station  east,  across 
open  space  to  the  enemy's  line  of  works,  nearly  opposite  my  station. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  )     HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  224.  )  In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  16,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

XI.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 
National  Guard,  now  at  Norfolk,  will  be  relieved  from  duty  there  and 
ordered  to  Ohio  for  muster  out.  Quartermaster's  department  will  fur 
nish  transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


FORT  MONROE,  August  16, 1864. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT  : 

Your  telegram  of  the  14th  received  this  morning.  Will  send  you 
240  24-pounder  shell  to-morrow.  I  have  telegraphed  to  Washington 
requesting  that  supplies  of  these  shells  be  hurried  forward  as  fast  as 
possible. 

T.  EDSON, 
Captain  of  Ordnance. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  Id,  1864 — 'J.20  a.  m.     (Received  !).45  a.  111.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

General  Terry  reports  that  General  Foster's  line  of  skirmishers  is 
within  200-yards  of  the  enemy's  skirmish  line.  Foster  will  commence 
driving  them  within  the  next  five  minutes.  Prisoners  just  brought  in 
report  that  Wright's  and  Lane's  brigades  are  directly  in  Foster's  front, 
having  arrived  last  night. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

I  send  you  herewith  two  prisoners  captured  by  General  Terry. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 2.25  p.  m. 
General  BTRNEY: 

I  send  you  another  brigade  under  General  Barlow  to  your  right, 
where  I  supposed  that  Colonel  Broady's  brigade  was  to  be  sent,  and  1 
have  ordered  Miles'  to  be  sent  in  to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  How  soon 
he  may  come  I  cannot  tell  at  this  distance.  1  am  told  you  have  also 
already  got  a  brigade  of  Colonel  Smyth's  division.  We  have  plenty  of 
troops,  and  if  the  commanders  will  hold  until  re-enforced,  there  can  be 
no  diiliculty. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

I  propose  to  attack  again  at  5  o'clock.  General  Miles  has  formed  on 
my  right  liaiik,  covering  the  road  leading  to  my  rear.  The  enemy 
seem  to  be  in  strength.  I  have  reversed  their  first  line. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 5.57  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Forces: 

GENERAL:  I  advanced  my  skirmishers  and  after  a  reconnaissance 
concluded  not  to  attack.  The  enemy  have  massed  in  my  front  and,  in 
my  opinion,  even  after  taking  the  works,  my  force  could  not  do  more. 
Colonel  Smyth,  Second  Division,  reports  troops  and  artillery  passing 
two  hours  to  my  front.  I  send  another  flag  captured  this  morning; 
four  more  are  reported;  1  have  not  seen  them.  I  would  like  a  state 
ment  of  prisoners  and  of  Hags  turned  over. 

J).  P,.  BIliNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  16,  1864 — 8  p.  in. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  be  informed 
whether  Colonel  Craig's  brigade,  of  the  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 
was  engaged  in  the  assault  this  p.  m.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKAXCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  IV,  1864. 

The  following  movements  of  the  troops  will  be  made:  The  picket- 
line  will  advance,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  back,  and  General 
Terry  will  try  to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  attacking  with  his  entire  divis 
ion  if  necessary.  Colonel  Craig,  commanding  brigade,  Second  Corps, 
will  report  for  orders  to  General  Terry,  and  the  forces  under  Brigadier- 
General  Biruey  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  support  General  Terry  as 
he  vacates  the  high  ground,  and  also  to  hold  it  and  support  the  bat 
teries. 
By  order  of  General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY  : 

Please  report  progress  and  explain  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  execut 
ing  the  movement. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

The  major-general  commanding  is  aware  that  there  is  a  continuous 
line  of  works  covering  Eichmond,  but  thinks  it  probable  they  are  riot 
strongly  manned.    It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  ascertain  how 
this  is.    The  Second  Corps  is  awaiting  your  attack  to  attack  also. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  your  report  of 
progress  is  satisfactory.  He  desires  you  to  push  your  movement  with 
alacrity  and  to  use  your  entire  division  if,  in  your  opinion,  advisable. 

*  For  answer,  see  W.45  p.  in.,  Part  I,  p.  678. 
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Gibbon's  division,  Second  Corps,  has  reported  to  me  and  can  occupy 
the  position  you  have  held,  and  the  force  under  Brigadier-General 
Birney  is  ready  for  your  support  if  needed. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  such  of  your  troops  as 
have  become  disorganized  and  are  not  in  line  take  the  intrenching  tools 
and  throw  up  rifle-pits  here  on  the  crest. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 2.45  p.  in. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY  : 

Xearly  all  the  troops  have  now  been  sent  in  that  can  be  spared.  The 
major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  depends  on  you 
to  see  to  it  that  they  are  not  piled  up  but  well  developed,  especially  to 
the  right  and  connecting  with  the  mill-pond  on  the  left.  Use  abatis 
and  every  available  obstruction  in  your  front — rails,  logs,  and  barri 
cades.  Get  the  troops  ready  to  make  an  assault 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
[Brigadier-General  TERRY:] 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  there  will  be  no  attack  to-night.  You  will,  as  soon  as 
you  can  without  confusion,  assemble  the  different  parts  of  your  command 
under  their  proper  commanders,  bringing  the  parts  of  brigades  now 
separate  together. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

Deep  Run,  August  16,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER  : 

Terry   assaulted   at  1)   a.   m.,   supported  by  Birney.     Carried    the 
enemy's  works  handsomely,  and  afterward  got  out  of  ammunition  and 
had  to  leave  the  main  line  with  heavy  loss.     Osborn  slightly  wounded. 
Plimpton  and  Walrath  killed,*  with  many  others. 
Yours,  &c., 

ED.  W.  SMITH. 


Walrath  was  wounded,  not  killed. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

August  16,  1S61 — 12.05  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Commanding  Line  of  Defense*  : 

This  afternoon  we  propose  to  make  a  little  movement  from  Deep 
Bottom  and  Dutch  Gap,  so  that  when  you  hear  the  row  you  will  know 
what  it  .all  means.  Will  you  please  see  that  the  batteries  at  the  Cur 
tis  house  and  at  Crow's  Xest  be  ready  to  open  on  the  iron-dads  if  they 
open ;  on  the  Howlett  house  if  it  opens,  together  with  the  Water  Battery, 
to  bear  on  the  Howlett  house,  or,-  if  possible,  on  the  iron-clads.  I  will 
be  along  by  your  headquarters  as  soon  as  I  can,  and  perhaps  get  you 
to  go  over  to  Deep  Bottom,  after  the  proper  dispositions  are  made  on 
this  side.  I  have  ordered  the  Deep  Bottom  dispatch  to  be  taken  off  for 
you. 

BEXJ.  V.  BUTLER. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  1(1,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER  : 

Give  Major  Ludlow  a  regiment,  which  ho  will  ask  for,  to  hold  his 
ground.  A  force  will  be  transferred  there  from  Hancock's  to-morrowr, 
if  practicable. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  August  16,  1864. 
Colonel  CURTIS, 

Commanding  Brigade  : 

COLONEL  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  brigadier-general  to  inform  you 
that  a  movement  will  be  made  this  afternoon  from  Deep  Bottom  and 
Dutch  Gap.  The  Water  Battery,  battery  at  Curtis'  house,  and  battery 
at  Crow's  Nest,  have  been  directed  to  open  upon  the  enemy's  iron-clads 
should  they  make  their  appearance  and  open  upon  our  troops,  or  upon 
the  Howlett  house  battery  if  it  opens  upon  our  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ISRAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Captain,  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vols.,  Actg.  Ayst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


•    HEADQUARTERS, 
August  16,  1864 — 12.05  p.  m. 
Colonel  WOOSTER, 

Commanding  at  Deep  Bottom : 

Prepare  a  strong  skirmish  line  of  your  troops,  supported  by  a  line  of 
battle,  and  make  an  advance  upon  the  enemy  with  considerable  deter 
mination,  at  least  enough  to  make  them  develop  their  forces  when  you 
hear  the  opening  of  heavy  guns  at  Dutch  Gap.  That  opening  will  b*v 
with  a  100-pounder  rifle,  and  perhaps  some  light  artillery.  Press  back 
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the  enemy  as  far  as  you  can  do  with  safety,  moving  up  toward  the  Kings- 
land  road  at  the  junction  of  Three-Mile  Creek,  toward  Ruffin's  house. 
Reply  by  telegraph  how  soon  you  can  be  ready.  Perhaps  you  can  use 
your  own  artillery.  You  will  ascertain,  of  course,  as  near  as  you  can 
where  the  left  of  Hancock's  line  rests,  so  as  not  to  advance  too  far, 
leaving  your  right  flank  exposed.  Your  left  will  be  protected  by  the 
creek.  The  troops  at  Dutch  Gap  will  be  out  three  miles  away  from 
your  left  before  they  advance.  As  they  advance  you  will  be  approach 
ing.  See  to  it  that  there  is  no  collision  on  your  left. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  1C,  186-i — IXA5  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  can  be  ready  at  2  p.  in.  with  but  a  small  force.  Taking  everything 
from  my  fortifications  1  have  less  than  700  men,  except  those  on  the 
picket-line.  Shall  I  use  my  light  battery  ?  I  am  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  country  and  the  creeks. 

WM.  B.  WOOSTER, 
Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  16.  1864 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

My  whole  force  is  not  sufficient  to  form  a  skirmish  line  on  my  present 
front  as  I  picket.  I  could  nave  nothing  to  form  a  line  of  battle  with. 
Shall  I  make  the  attempt  to  press  beyond  my  present  picket-line  with 
this  insufficient  force  ? 

WM.  B.  WOOSTER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

|  Indorsement.] 

I  telegraphed  you  [General  Butler]  at^.30  the  substance  of  within. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL. 

Have  telegraphed  Colonel  Wooster  to  obey  your  order*  and  that  I 
have  sent  these  dispatches  to  you. 

K. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  16, 1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

As  your  guns  opened  this  afternoon  I  advanced  my  lines,  swinging 
around  my  right  until  my  entire  line  passed  the  Kingsland  road.  My 
right  rested  upon  a  ravine,  the  extension  of  Four-Mile  Run.  I  con 
tinued  to  press  my  right  into  the  woods  until  it  became  so  dark  I  could 
no  longer  continue  my  skirmish  line.  My  advance  developed  only  a 
strong  picket-line.  On  the  right  of  the  Euffin  house  the  enemy  was  in 
small  rifle-pits,  and  staid  until  I  took  them  by  a  charge.  I  could 
neither  hear  nor  see  anything  of  Hancock's  lines.  The  length  of  my 
lilies  by  this  advance  became  so  great  that  in  order  to  concentrate  inj 
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force  I  was  obliged  to  fall  back  to  my  original  lines,  which  I  did  at  9  p. 
m.  The  length  of  time  consumed  in  the  advance  of  my  right  gave 
ample  time  for  the  concentration  of  force,  if  they  had  any.  I  have  one 
prisoner  only  reported  to  me,  who  states  he  is  from  the  Twenty-fifth 
Virginia  Battalion,  and  he  states  part  of  the  picket  was  from  the  Third 
North  Carolina.  My  cavalry  advanced  on  my  left  to  some  200  yards 
beyond  the  Animons  house,  and  report  rebel  infantry  force  in  the  woods 
near  that  point,  but  I  should  suppose  not  to  exceed  two  or  three  com 
panies.  They  advanced  in  a  line  nearly  perpendicular  to  my  line  of 
vedettes,  fired  rapidly  in  skirmish  five  to  ten  minutes,  then  fired  a  volley 
and  retired.  As  they  retired  my  left  vedette  fired  at  the  left  of  this 
force.  At  what  they  were  firing  my  vedettes  could  not  state.  I  have 
some  wounded,  but  I  believe  none  killed. 

WM.  B.  WOOSTER, 
Colonel  Twenty -ninth  Connecticut. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  16,  1864. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

Am  I  expected  to  resume  work  on  the  redoubts  in  my  front? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1861 — o  p.  m. 

Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

If  yo'u  have  men  that  you  can  put  to  work  upon  the  redoubts  the 
commanding  general  thinks  the  work  should  be  resumed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Tc^.,  August  16,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Ord  to  direct  you  to 

take  measures  to  have  the  trenches  in  your  front  properly  drained,  and 

every  necessary  precaution  taken  to  guard  against  their  being  filled 

with  water  in  the  future.     You  will  also  repair  at  once  all  damages 

which  the  parapets  have  sustained  by  reason  of  the  rain.     If  pails  are 

needed  for  bailing  the  trenches,  or  tools  are  needed,  they  can  be  had  on 

application  to  these  headquarters.     As  there  are  2,000  picks  and  spades 

reported  as  being  in  the  trenches,  it  is  presumed  they  are  not  needed. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Geiis.  A.  Ames  and  C.  J.  Paine.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  Id,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  One  of  your  men,  who  was  captured  on  picket  near  Mount 
Sinai  or  Mount  Zion  Church,  on  last  Thursday  night,  states  that  he 
learned  that  a  large  number  of  the  enemy's  scouts  and  men  were  prowl 
ing  about  the  rear  of  the  army  and  among  the  camps  of  the  trains, 
picking  up  information,  stealing  horses,  &c. ;  the  man's  name  is  Wil- 
cox,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  lie  is  on  his  way  to  your  com 
mand.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  send  small  patrolling 
parties  to  look  after  these  men.  General  Patrick  has  been  directed 
to  send  patrols  for  the  same  purpose. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  16,  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Your  instructions  concerning  guerrillas  and  scouts,  as 
reported  by  Private  Wilcox,  has  been  received.  I  would,  however, 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  picket-line  is  so  thin  now  that  to  detach 
men  to  look  among  the  trains  in  rear  would  increase  the  facilities  for 
the  enemy  to  get  through  the  picket-line.  Private  Wilcox  is  known 
here  as  a  very  unreliable  man,  subject  to  intoxication.  The  fact,  how 
ever,  that  there  are  numerous  scouts  and  guerrillas  of  the  enemy  in 
rear  of  the  army  has  been  repeatedly  reported  through  General  Gregg. 
Whether  any  succeeded  in  getting  through  the  line  has  not  been  dis 
covered,  but  it  would  seem  the  best  place  to  catch  such  parties,  if  I  had 
any  men  to  spare,  to  dispose  them  on  the  line  and  get  them  either  going 
out  or  coining  in.  Numbers  of  captures  are  made  every  day  and  the 
prisoners  sent  in  to  the  provost-marshal.  Quite  a  number  are  caught 
going  out.  They  are  always  in  our  uniform,  and  represent  themselves 
as  belonging  to  some  regiment  of  our  army,  but  may  in  reality  belong 
to  the  enemy,  which  the  provost-marshal  alone  can  determine.  No 
force  of  the  enemy  is  reported  along  the  line,  but  the  usual  amount  of 
attacks  on  the  pickets  by  scouts  and  bushwhackers  took  place  last 
night.  T\vo  men  were  wounded  last  night,  one  of  the  First  District  of 
Columbia  Cavalry,  near  Lee's  Mill,  and  one  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry,  near  Sycamore  Church.  These  attacks  are  made  by  one 
or  two  men  on  individual  pickets  usually,  and  patrols  and  parties  from 
the  picket-line  are  constantly  in  pursuit  of  these  characters.  It  would 
seem  advisable,  in  order  to  secure  any  that  may  get  within  our  lines, 
to  instruct  all  wagon-masters  and  other  persons  in  charge  of  working 
parties,  camps,  &c.,  to  arrest  all  parties  hovering  about  them  who  do  not 
belong  to  them,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  to  be  identified. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  Y.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

1C   R    R — VOL    XL1I,    PT    II 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  186-1 — 1  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

I  have  your  dispatch  of  1.30  p.  m.  General  Patrick's  men  will  look 
after  the  trains  and  their  vicinity.  It  was  expected  that  small  patrols 
from  your  command  would  look  after  such  parties  as  those  referred  to 
inside  of  the  lines  of  your  chief  patrols,  as  the  lines  of  such  patrols 
would  probably  be  known  to  the  enemy's  scouts,  as  well  as  the  hours 
when  patrolled,  unless  both  are  constantly  varied,  which.  I  take  it,  can 
not  occur  with  the  lines  of  patrol.  It  was  for  the  reason  that  there 
was  no  picket-line  in  rear  of  the  army  (unless  you  have  established  one 
within  a  few  days)  that  these  small  patrols  were  suggested.  The  cav 
alry  pickets  ceased  near  the  plank  road,  about  Alley's,  and  patrols  only 
were  used  from  there  across  to  -Mount  Zion  Church,  and  thence  over 
portions  of  the  ground  between  that  and  the  James.  Let  me  know 
what  part  of  the  line  in  rear  of  the  army  is  picketed  by  you,  and  what 
part  is  patrolled,  as  I  am  not  certain  that  I  understand  fully  the  mean 
ing  of  your  dispatch  in  that  respect. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Ktaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  16,  1861 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatch  of  4.30  p.  m.  has  been  received.  There  is 
a  continuous  picket-line  from  the  left  of  the  army  to  Cocke's  Mill,  pass 
ing  from  Doctor  Gurley's,  near  Alley's  house,  on  the  plank  road, 
across  to  Brown's,  and  by  the  road  by  Davenport  Church,  cross 
ing  the  Norfolk  railroad  near  Baxter's  Mill  and  on  to  Mount  Sinai 
Church;  thence  across  beyond  Eollius' house  and  on  to  Cocke's  Mill, 
where  the  pickets  cease.  There  is  no  patrolling,  except  to  suspected 
points  and  pursuits  after  enemy's  scouts  as  circumstances  require.  No 
force  can  get  through  this  line  without  our  knowledge,  but  scouts  and 
bushwhackers  are  constantly  trying  to  capture  pickets  during  the  night 
by  crawling  upon  them  unawares.  Private  Wilcox  has  not  made  his 
appearance  here.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  his  name  does  not  appear 
among  the  losses  reported,  and  it  is  doubted  whether  he  has  ever  been 
captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  16,  1864—9.45  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  is  directed  to  move 
at  3  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  by  way  of  the  Strong  house  and  the 
shortest  road  thence  to  the  Weldon  railroad,  in  the  vicinity  of  its  inter- 
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section  by  the  Vaughan  road,  and  if  he  finds  the  enemy  holding  their 
iiitreiichments  weakly  there  endeavor  to  carry  them.  The  major-general 
commanding  directs  that  you  draw  in  your  pickets,  excepting  those 
west  of  the  plank  road,  and  concentrate  your  division  at  a  suitable  point 
near  the  plank  road,  or  between  it  and  the  Norfolk  road,  and  prevent 
the  enemy's  cavalry  coming  in  on  the  rear  of  General  Warren  from  the 
direction  of  Reams'  Station.  A  force  of  100  or  200  men  may  be  left 
near  Cocke's  Mill  or  Sycamore  Church. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


BATCIIELDER'S  CREEK,  August  16,  1861. 
Captain  PARKINSON, 

Assist  a  n  t  Adjuta  nt-  Genera  I : 

It  is  impossible  to  have  the  necessary  scouting  done  on  this  front  so 
long  as  the  Red  House  posts  have  to  be  furnished  from  this  camp.  The 
enemy's  scouts  of  late  have  been  very  bold,  and  unless  they  are  kept  at 
bay  they  will  constantly  annoy  the  picket-line.  Two  large  infantry 
companies  will  picket  the  Red  House  front. 

G.  U.  HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutcna nt- Colonel,  Commanding. 
(Duplicate  to  General  Palmer.) 


WASHINGTON,  August  /~,  1S(>  1—10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Gcneral  GRANT  : 

I  have  seen  your  dispatch,*  expressing  your  unwillingness  to  break 
your  hold  where  you  are.  Neither  am  L  willing.  Hold  on  with  a  bull 
dog  grip,  and  chew  and  choke  as  much  as  possible. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  17,  1864 — .9  p.  m. 

(Received  8  p.  m.  18th.) 
A.  LINCOLN, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

L  have  thought  on  your  dispatcht  relative  to  an  arrangement  between 
General  Lee  and  myself  for  the  suppression  of  incendiarism  by  the  re 
spective  armies.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  agreements  made  with 
rebels  are  binding  upon  us,  but  are  not  observed  by  them  longer  than 
suits  their  convenience.  On  the  whole,  I  think  the  best  that  can  be  done 
is  to  publish  a  prohibitory  order  against  burning  private  property,  ex 
cept  where  it  is  a  military  necessity  or  in  retaliation  for  like  acts  by  the 
enemy.  Where  burning  is  done  in  retaliation  it  must  be  done  by  order 
of  a  department  or  army  commander,  and  the  order  for  such  burning  to 
set  forth  the  particular  act  it  is  in  retaliation  for.  Such  an  order  could 
be  published  and  would  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  rebel  army.  I 
think  this  course  would  be  much  better  than  any  agreement  with  Gen 
eral  Lee.  I  could  publish  the  order,  or  it  could  be  published  by  you. 
This  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration,  and  I  will  then  act 
as  you  deem  best. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieut-en  an  t-  (rcneral. 


S«^e  August  15.  p.  1'Jo.  t  See  August  14,  p.  167. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

All'  quiet  on  the  lines  during1  the  night.  Some  little  picket-firing 
and  mortar  practice.  I  forward  dispatch  from  signal  officer,  indicating 
a  return  of  part  of  the  enemy's  troops  that  were  seen  to  move  yesterday 
p.  in. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  signal  station 
is  respectfully  forwarded : 

Camps  reported  broken  up  in  last  evening's  report  reoccupied  during  the  night,  but 
with  less  force,  I  think,  than  occupied  them  yesterday.  No  other  change  observed. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  17,  1804. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  d~c. : 

GENERAL:  The  report  of  prisoners  captured  north  of  the  James 
indicates  that  all  the  cavalry,  or  nearly  so,  south  of  Petersburg  has 
been  withdrawn,  and  also  three  brigades  of  infantry  have  been  sent 
north  of  the 'river.  There  may  have  been  a  further  reduction  of  the 
infantry  force,  but  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  it.  Under  these  circum 
stances  no  decisive  result  could  be  expected  from  moving  a  single 
corps  by  our  left;  but  they  might  get  to  the  Weldoii  road  and,  with 
the  aid  of  a  little  cavalry,  cut  and  destroy  a  few  miles  of  it.  You  may, 
therefore,  start  Warren  in  the  morning.  I  do  not  want  him  to  fight 
any  unequal  battles  nor  to  assault  fortifications.  His  movements 
should  be  more  a  reconnaissance  in  force,  with  instructions  to  take 
advantage  of  any  weakness  of  the  enemy  he  may  discover.  The  jSTinth 
and  Eighteenth  Corps  form  so  thin  a  line  on  their  present  front  that  no 
assistance  can  be  expected  from  them  further  than  the  number  of  the 
enemy  they  detain  by  their  presence.  Three  or  four  days'  rations  will 
be  sufficient  for  General  Warren  to  carry  with  him.  If  he  cannot 
strike  the  road  near  the  enemy's  line  inclosing  Petersburg  he  can  strike 
or  feel  farther  south.  If  he  finds  the  enemy  extending  along  the  rail 
road,  showing  front  whenever  he  does,  let  him  remain,  holding  them 
there  and  sending  back  for  further  supplies.  I  want,  if  possible,  to 
make  such  demonstrations  as  will  force  Lee  to  withdraw  a  portion  of 
his  troops  from  the  Valley,  so  that  Sheridan  can  strike  a  blow  against 
the  balance. 

YouVs,  &c.. 

U.  S.  OK  ANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1S64 — 2  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT,  Commanding,  Ac. : 

GENERAL:  I  Lave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  date,  per  Captain  Dunn,  aiderde-canip.  The  necessary  instruc 
tions  will  be  given  to  Major-General  Warren,  who  will  move  at  4  a.  m.  to 
morrow.  General  Kautz  will  be  directed  to  place  two  regiments  of  cav 
alry  (one  half  his  force)  under  General  Warren's  orders.  •  General  Warren 
will  be  directed  to  strike  the  railroad  near  the  enemy's  works,  but  out  of 
range  of  them.  I  anticipate  no  difficulty  in  General  Warren  making 
a  lodgment  on  the  railroad,  but  I  think  the  enemy  will  send  out  all  his 
available  reserves  to  endeavor  to  check  the  work  of  destruction.  It  is 
not  believed  he  can  spare  a  force  sufficient  to  seriously  embarrass  General 
Warren,  though  he  maybe  able  to  interrupt  his  work  of  destroying  the 
road  by  keeping  him  on  the  alert  by  his  threats.  General  Warren  will 
be  directed  to  destroy  as  much  of  the  road  as  possible,  working  south, 
and  cautiously  to  work  till  recalled,  or  forced  away  by  the  enemy's 
operations. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  17,  1864 — JO  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE,  Commanding,  dr.  : 

Mahone's  division  and  P.ushrod  Johnson's  old  brigade  are  now 
north  of  the  James.  This  leaves  the  force  at  Petersburg  reduced  to 
what  it  was  when  the  mine  was  sprung.  Warren  may  find  an  oppor 
tunity  to  do  more  than  1  had  expected. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  information  contained  in  your  telegram  of  10  p.  m.  has  been  sent 
to  General  Warren,  and  he  has  been  directed  to  strike  the  railroad 
close  to  the  enemy's  works,  to  extend  and  reconnoiter  to  the  left,  and, 
if  he  niids  any  weak  point,  to  attack. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  Sharpe  (at  City 
Point),  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  is  respectfully  submitted  for 
the  information  of  the  commanding  general,  viz: 

We  received  hero- last  evening  from  General  Birney  267  prisoners  of  war,  in  which 
there  are  sixteen  officers  included,  taken  yesterday  a.  in.  They  are  from  Wright's 
and  Perrin's  brigades,  of  Anderson's  division,  and  Lane's  and  Conner's  brigades,  of 
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Wilcox's  division.  The  first  two  named  brigades  crossed  the  James  River  on  Sunday 
night,  and  prisoners  think  that  Finegan's  brigade  also  crossed  then.  The  whole  of 
Field's  division  is  in  front  of  our  lines  near  Deep  Bottom.  1  can't  hear  of  the  other 
brigades  of  Wilcox's  division.  General  Girardey,  temporarily  commanding  Wright's 
brigade,  was  killed  yesterday  a.  m.  I  can't  tind  that  any  of  Heth's  division  has  gone 
to  thehorth  of  James,  but  there  is  some  evidence  to  show  that  the  Tennessee  brigade 
of  Bushrod  Johnson  has  done  so.  There  are  prisoners  from  both  brigades  of  \V.  H. 
F.  Lee's  cavalry  division,  and  they  all  think  that  all  the  cavalry  has  been  with 
drawn  from  our  extreme  left  near  the  Weldon  railroad.  They  agree  that  the  other 
cavalry  divisions  are  goue  to  Early,  and  are  contident  that  all  the  cavalry  about  here 
is  on  the  north  side  of  the  James.  I  cannot,  however,  account  for  the  late  General 
Walker's  (South  Carolina)  brigade  of  cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


CITY  POINT,  August  17,  1864. 
Captain  McENTEE, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Prisoners  received  by  General  Butler  to-day  exactly  confirm  \vliat  I 
sent  you  this  morning.  Their  information  also  shows  Malione's  old  bri 
gade  to  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  Thomas'  and  Scales' 
brigades  to  be  on  General  Butler's  front,  on  the  south  side.  Have  you 
nothing  to-day? 

SHAKPE, 

Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864. 
Col.  G.  H.  SHARPS, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Have  had  nothing  in  to-day.  Deserters  who  came  in  since  Sunday 
report  that  all  of  Mahoue's  division,  except  Wright  and  Perdu,  are 
here. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  <kc. 


CITY  POINT,  August  17,  1864. 
Captain  McENTEE, 

Headquarters^ Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  207  prisoners  of  war,  about  whom  I  telegraphed  this  a.  m.,  were 
taken  mostly  by  General  Birney  instead  of  General  Hancock,  and  a  few 
by  General  Gregg's  cavalry. 

SHAKPE, 

Colonel. 

(Same  to  Lieutenant  Davenport,  headquarters  Army  of  the  James.) 


AUGUST  17,  1864 — 10.45  a.  in. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  signal  officer  reports  that  all  our  boats  have  left  the 
Appomattox.     No  change  or  movement  se^n  this  a.  m. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  &c. 
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STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  17,  186-1. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

There  appears  to  be  a  decrease  in  the  enemy's  camps  all  along  the 
woods  west  of  the  city.  Saw  one  train  of  thirty-three  wagons  moving 
north  on  line  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond  Railroad  at  4  p.  m.  Still 
working  on  forts  reported,  but  with  small  force  to-day. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17j  1864—10.45  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet.     Enemy  using  the  spade  along  the  first  line  of  works. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  lookouts  convey  the 
impression  that  the  enemy  has  to  a  very  great  extent  weakened  their 
lines  in  our  immediate  front  within  the  past  three  or  four  days.  At 
about  4  p.  m.  a  train  of  wagons  was  seen  passing  northward  upon  the 
Richmond  road.  Thirty-three  were  counted,  when  the  rain  closed  in 
and  shut  out  all  further  observation.  Small  squads  of  the  enemy  were 
employed  at  various  points  of  their  lines,  increasing  the  strength  of  the 
works. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  273.  (  Washington,  August  17,  1864. 

******* 

41.  The  following  officers  of  the  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  will  re 
port  in  person  without  delay  to  the  chief  signal  officer,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  for  assignment  to  duty:  Capt.  F.  E.  Town,  Capt.  G.  S.  Dana. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864'.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

A  close  examination  of  the  enemy's  line  this  morning  shows  nothing 
new  except  that  they  have  been  at  work  all  night  strengthening  their 
line  on  our  right  and  extending  their  intrenchmeuts  in  that  direction. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Meade.) 
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CITY  POINT,  August  17,  1S64. 
General  HANCOCK: 

I  have  sent  General  Barnard  and  Colonel  Comstock  to  Dutch  Gap  to 
see  if  the  Avorks  carried  by  General  Butler's  men  there  last  evening,  and 
still  held  by  them,  give  us  any  advantage  in  turning  the  enemy  from 
that  direction.  I  cannot  go  up  until  I  get  their  report,  and  likely 
Avill  not  go  up  at  all  to-day.  Eest  your  men  all  you  can  unless  you  see 
some  decided  advantage  to  be  gained. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864. 
General  GRANT: 

I  send  you  a  note  just  received  from  General  Birney,  which  I  have 
not  thought  proper  to  act  on  without  referring  to  vou. 

WINF'D  S."  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
The  point  where  most  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  both  of  our  own  and 
of  the  enemy,  lie  [is]  under  both  their  tire  and  ours.     1  respectfully  re 
quest  that  a  nag  of  truce  be  sent,  proposing  a  suspension  of  hostilities 
in  order  that  the  wounded  may  be  removed  and  dead  buried. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major -General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  17,  1864. 
General  HANCOCK: 

Send  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  commanding  officer  on  the  enemy's  front 
where  the  wounded  lie,  proposing  cessation  of  hostilities  there  until 
the  dead  and  wounded  of  both  parties  are  collected. 

II.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864—3.50  p.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

Between  4  and  6  this  p.  m.  the  dead  and  wounded  between  the  lines 
at  Fussell's  Mill  will  be  delivered  to  the  contending  parties  under  nag 
of  truce. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 

(Same  to  General  Meade.) 
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CITY  POINT,  Aitanat  17,  iwj-l  —  />  p.  m. 

(Received  9.UO  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

General  Barnard  and  Colonel  Comstock  have  returned  and  report 
that  no  benetit  can  arise  from  an  advance  from  the  works  carried  by 
General  Butler  last  evening-.  His  troops  will  be  withdrawn  to  Dutch 
Gap  during  the  night.  Your  forces  will  be  kept  north  of  the  James  for 
some  days,  during  which  employ  the  enemy  as  you  deem  best. 

tl.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1M4.     (Received  9.50  p.  m.) 
•General  GRANT: 

In  sending  in  the  proposition  for  flag  of  truce  I  addressed  it  to  the  com 
mander  immediately  in  front.  It  was  answered  by  General  Field,  who 
has  command  of  this  portion  of  the  line  (their  right)  where  the  flag 
went.  General  "W.  H.  F.  Lee  also,  a  few  minutes  since,  sent  in  a  mes 
sage  to  my  extreme  right,  on  the  Charles  City  road,  asking  for  General 
Chambliss'  body.  I  answered  that  it  would  be  delivered  at  Fussell's 
Mill. 

WINF'J)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864.     (Received  10.25  p.  m.) 
General  GRANT: 

The  dead  in  front  of  our  lines  were  removed  this  p.  in.  under  flag  of 
truce.  The  wounded  had  already  been  removed  by  the  enemy.  The 
flag  was  at  two  different  places  a  mile  apart,  and  as  far  as  theintrench- 
ments  could  be  observed  in  either  place  they  were  full.  General  Gary, 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  was  present  during  the  removal  of  the  dead. 
Several  inquiries  were  overheard  as  to  General  Anderson's  headquar 
ters,  and  other  remarks,  showing  that  he  is  in  our  front.  His  adjutant- 
general  was  present.  Officers  of  Lane's  brigade  were  also  present.  Ft 
was  also  noticed  that  in  speaking  of  yesterday's  tight  some  of  the  Con 
federate  officers  mentioned  the  part  taken  by  the  Tenth  Georgia  Battal 
ion,  and  a  staff  officer  says  he  is  confident  the  Sixty-fourth  Georgia  was 
also  mentioned,  though  this  regiment  does  not  appear  on  my  roster  of 
Lee's  army.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  enemy  have  a  pretty  strong 
force  here  to-day.  The  Richmond  papers  of  to-day,  which  I  will  send 
you  as  soon  as  a  tug  arrives,  devote  some  considerable  comment  on  our 
affair  yesterday.  One  of  them  says  we  attacked  on  the  Charles  City 
road  with  30,000  or  40,000  "men,  including  Second,  Ninth,  and  Tenth 
Corps — Burnside's  niggers  leading  every  attack.  They  also  speak  of 
our  attack  in  heavy  force  near  Fussell's  Mill. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

Major -Genera  I. 

(Same  to  General  Meade.) 
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CITY  POINT.  August  17,  186-L — -10.30  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK  : 

Warren  moves  at  4  a.  m.  by  our  left  to  get  on  to  the  Weldou  road  and 
with  instructions  to  take  advantage  of  any  weakness  he  may  discover 
in  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  This  may  lead  to  the  withdrawal  of  troops 
from  your  front.  Watch  closely  and  take  advantage  of  anything  you 
can. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  17.  1864. 
General  HANCOCK  : 

Major  Ludlow,  of  General  Butler's  staff,  with  800  men,  landed  at 
Aiken's  and  marched  north,  meeting  a  small  brigade  of  rebels.  Had 
slight  skirmish,  and,  wheeling  to  the  left,  took  the  rifle-pits  and  deserted 
battery  opposite  Dutch  Gap.  He  holds  Cox's  Mill  and  the  bend 
forming  Cox's  farm.  General  B[utlerj  orders  him  to  retire  this  even 
ing  to  Dutch  Gap,  as  the  retaining  of  the  ridge  will  need  more  men  than 
can  be  spared.  The  rebel  rams  are  at  Cox's  Reach  opposite  the  farm, 
and  shelling  the  ridge  with  no  success.  The  Howlett  battery  has 
opened  on  the  Crow's  Nest  battery. 

SIDNEY  B.  DE  KAY, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-dc-Camp  to  General  Butler. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  212.  ]  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  August  17,  1864. 

1.  Upon  the  commendation  of  the  medical  director  of  the  corps  Brig. 
Gen.  F.  C.  Barlow,  commanding  First  Division,  will  at  once  proceed  to 
the  corps  hospital  at  City  Point  for  medical  treatment. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864. 

There  will  be  a  flag  of  truce,  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  and  the  removal  of 
the  wounded,  between  the  hours  of  4  and  6  this  p.  m.  by  the  Confederate 
time,  which  is  half  an  hour  slower  than  our  own.  Major  Mitchell,  aide- 
de-camp,  will  be  at  the  point  designated,  and  wrill  determine  the  time. 
The  dead  and  wounded  will  be  collected  by  the  ambulance  department, 
and  no  one  else  will  be  permitted  to  communicate  or  to  approach  the 
picket-line.  The  dead  and  wounded  will  be  delivered  at  Fussell's  Mill. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  186-1 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  C'omm finding  Fifth  Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  major-goneral  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
to-morrow  morning  at  4  o'clock  and  endeavor  to  make  a  lodgment 
upon  the  Weldon  railroad,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gurley  house,  or  as 
much  nearer  to  the  enemy's  line  of  intreuchments  as  practicable,  and 
destroy  the  road  as  far  as  you  can,  carrying  on  the  destruction  as  far 
south  as  possible.  In  addition  to  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  the 
movement  should  be  considered  a  reconnaissance  in  force,  in  which 
you  will  take  advantage  of  any  weakness  of  the  enemy  that  you  may 
perceive;  but  it  is  not  expected  that  you  will  fight  under  serious  dis 
advantages  or  assault  fortifications.  If  you  find  the  enemy  extended 
along  the  railroad,  showing  an  intrenched  front  wherever  you  move 
against  them,  you  will  remain,  holding  them  there,  keeping  up  your 
supplies.  You  will  take  with  you  four  days'  rations  on  the  person,  your 
artillery,  and  part  of  your  ambulances  and  medical  wagons,  parking 
your  trains  at  convenient  and  secure  points  in  rear  of  the  army.  Gen 
eral  Kautz  is  directed  to  place  under  your  orders  his  brigade  of  cavalry 
(two  regiments),  picketing  from  the  infantry  left  to  the  Blackwater, 
which  you  will  dispose  of  so  as  best  to  aid  your  operations.  Infor 
mation  derived  from  prisoners  captured  on  the  north  side  of  the  James 
indicates  that  nearly  all  the  enemy's  cavalry  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  south  side  of  the  James,  and  that  the  infantry  force  south  of 
the  Appomattox  is  considerably  less  than  four  divisions.  The  major- 
general  commanding  desires  to  impress  on  you  that  he  will  be  unable 
to  send  you  any  re-enforcements,  and  that  you  must  depend  entirely 
upon  your  own  resources.  The  only  assistance  you  can  derive  from 
the  troops  in  our  iutrenchments  will  be  that  of  obliging  the  enemy  to 
maintain  his  line.  Keep  the  commanding  general  well  advised  of  the 
progress  of  your  operations  and  of  everything  important. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864 — ~t.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

Colonel  Pitkin,  quartermaster  at  City  Point,  has  forwarded  to  you 
440  sets  of  implements  for  destroying  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
.    Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  following  dispatch*  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  is  sent  for 
your  information  and  guidance.  The  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  strike  the  Weldon  railroad  as  near  the  enemy's  intrenchments  as 
practicable,  extend  your  reconnaissance  as  far  to  the  left  as  you  can, 
and,  if  a  good  opportunity  occurs,  carry  out  the  instructions  sent  you 
last  night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  See  Grant  to  Meiule,  10  p.  m.,  p.  245. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  J7<  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
[Major- General  HUMPHREYS  :  j 

GENERAL:  I  did  intend  to  send  you  this  dispatch  in  the  morning, 
which  I  had  already  written.  The  dispatch  by  Major  Michler  induces 
me  to  send  it  now.  I  will  do  all  I  can  toward  any  vulnerable  point.  I 
do  not  believe  the  enemy  will  leave  Petersburg1  open  to  assault  in  the 
daytime,  unless  he  evacuates  it  entirely  the  night  before. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR,  |  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  100.     )  August  17,  1864. 

The  order  received  last  night  for  the  corps  to  move  at  3  o'clock  this 
morning  having  been  suspended,  and  the  order  of  suspension  being- 
very  indefinite,  the  major-general  commanding  did  not  feel  authorized 
to  announce  it.  He  does  so  now  for  the  information  of  the  command, 
in  order  to  let  the  men  get  their  coffee. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assinia u t  Adjuta n t- Genera L 


CIRCULAR,  }  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  107.     )  August  17,  1864. 

The  corps  will  move  to-morrow  at  4  a.  m.  and  in  the  following  order: 
Griffin's  division,  Ayres'  division,  Crawford's  division,  and  Cutler's 
division.  The  batteries,  as  previously  assigned  to  the  several  divisions, 
will  move  with  them.  The  reserve  artillery  and  one-half  of  the  ambu 
lances  and  one  medicine  wagon  for  each  division  will  march  in  rear  of 
the  corps.  Xo  ordnance  trains,  battery  wagons,  nor  forage  wagons  will 
accompany  the  column,  nor  will  any  baggage  wagons  be  allowed  except 
spring  wagons.  The  baggage  and  other  wagons  left  behind  will  be 
parked  with  the  ordnance  train.  A  staff  officer  will  be  sent  to  each 
division  in  the  morning  to  conduct  it. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assista  nt  Adjuta  n  t-  General :   ' 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during 
the  day.     Brigadier-General   Potter,  commanding    Second   Division, 
reports  the  enemy  erecting  enrth-works  in  rear  of  their  first  line  oppo- 1 
site  the  right  of  his  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Xinih  Army  Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS    TlIIRD    DIVISION,    XlNTII    ARMY    CORPS, 

August  17,  1M-1. 
Capt.  ROBERT  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Xinth  Army  Corps: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred 
on  my  line  during  the  last  twelve  hours.     My  men  have  been  busy 
repairing  the  lines. 

Very  respectfully, 

().  15.  WTLLCOX, 

Brigadier- General. 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17, 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  the  accompanying  communication  from 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  Confederate  cavalry.  Please  instruct  me  as  to 
a  reply. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

[Inclosuro.] 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  17,  l.wj-1. 
General  GREGG,  or 
OFFICER  COMMANDING-  FEDERAL  CAVALRY: 

GENERAL  :  I  am  led  to  believe,  from  statements  of  prisoners  captured 
yesterday,  that  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Chamblissof  my  command  may  have  been 
killed  during  the  action.  Should  such  prove  to  be  the  fact,  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me  whether  any  arrangement  may 
be  effected  by  which  I  may  obtain  possession  of  his  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  II.  F.  LEE, 

Major- Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  F.  LEE, 

Commanding  Confederate  Cavalry: 

GENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I  have  to 
reply  that  in  the  action  of  yesterday  Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  Chambliss  was 
killed.  The  body  will  be  delivered  at  Fussell's  Mill  between  the  hours 
of  4  and  <>  this  p.  m.  If,  however,  it  should  not  be  found  practicable 
to  exhume  it  the  accompanying  description  of  the  place  of  burial  will 
enable  the  friends  of  General  Chambliss,  at  a  subsequent  period,  to  lind 
his  grave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


254  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  17,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

GENERAL  :  Major-General  Hancock  has  directed  me  to  furnish  you 
the  following  description  of  the  place  at  which  Brigadier-General 
Chambliss  is  buried: 

Brig.  Gen.  John  E.  Chambliss  is  buried  at  the  Pottery,  near  where 
road  crosses  Bailey's  Creek.  His  grave  is  directly  in  front  of  the  house 
(hotel),  about  thirty  feet  from  the  road  and  ten  feet  from  corner  of  ice 
house.  Headboard  at  his  grave  marked,  "  Brigadier-General  Jolin  It. 
Chambliss,  C.  S.  A.,  killed  in  battle  August  10,  1864,  buried  by  Third 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps."  General  Chambliss'  body  is 
inclosed  in  a  wooden  coffin. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 
Major  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  17,  186-1 — -1.15  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

You  can  say  to  General  Lee  that  in  the  truce,  between  4  and  (>  o'clock 
at  Fussell's  Mill,  General  Chambliss'  body  will  be  delivered  then ;  or, 
if  it  should  not  be  exhumed  at  the  time,  you  can  send  him  the  memo 
randum  sent  you  this  morning,  showing  where  General  C.  was  buried.* 
There  need  not  be  a  truce  at  your  line  except  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
this  communication.  The  Confederate  time,  which  Avill  govern  the  truce, 
is  half  an  hour  slower  than  ours. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS   A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  17,  186-1 — 7  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

We  hold  our  own  at  Dutch  Gap.     At  what  time  will  you  go  up  and 
see  the  ground?     Shall  I  call  for  you  with  the  Greyhound f 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  17, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

I  have  directed  General  Barnard  and  Colonel  Comstock  to  go  up  to 
Dutch  Gap.  They  have  not  yet  started,  but  will  go  as  soon  as  they  get 
breakfast. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

.Lieutenant-  General. 

*  See  next,  ante. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  17,  1864. 
Lieuteuaut-General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  tfcc.  : 

We  have  now  on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  Field's  division  of 
Longstreet's  corps,  Lane's  and  Conner's  brigades  of  Wilcox's  division  of 
Hill's  corps,  and  Mahone's  division  of  same  corps,  with  Bnshrod  John 
son's  old  brigade  of  Beauregard's  coinniand.  Mahone's  division  moved 
across  there  from  our  front  at  Petersburg  on  Sunday  night,  making  a 
long  detour  ill  order  to  avoid  observation  from  my  signal  tower. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  17,  1S64. 
Major-Geueral  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

The  Fifth  Corps  commences  a  movement  by  our  left  at  4  a.  in.  in  the 
morning,*with  the  intention  of  getting  onto  the  Weldou  road,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  any  weakness  that  may  be  discovered  in  the  lines  of  the 
enemy.  If  this  should  lead  to  a  withdrawal  from  your  front  be  pre 
pared  to  throw  all  your  force  at  Bermuda  into  the  breach,  and  I  will 
recall  everything  from  north  of  the  James  to  reinforce  them. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTII  CAROLINA, 

August  17,  1861 — 10. -10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Telegram  received.  The  most  vigilant  watchfulness  will  be  had  to 
ascertain  any  withdrawal,  and  the  promptest  movement  made  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  Major  Ludlow  has  withdrawn  without  loss  from  his 
advanced  position  near  Dutch  Gap.  The  firing  you  hear  is  from  the 
gun-boats  upon  the  rams. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HATCHER'S,  August  17,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 
General  BUTLER: 

The  position  is  stronger  than  I  supposed.    It  should  be  held.    I  have 
only  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  strong  picket-line. 

LUDLOW. 

Major. 


SIGNAL  HILL,  August  17,  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 
Two  gun-boats  have  opened  from  above  our  outer  line. 

LUDLOW, 

Major. 
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HDQHS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  17,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

I  have  prisoners  here  from  Wright's  brigade,  of  Mahone's  division, 
of  Hill's  corps.  They  say  that  they  think  their  whole  division  is  there. 
They  know  that  Weisiger's,  Wrjght's,  and  Perrin's  are.  I  have  also 
prisoners  from  Lane's  and  Conner's,  of  Wilcox's,  on  north  side  of 
James,  and  full  information  from  Thomas'  and  Scales',  who  are  in  our 
front  here.  This  makes  all  of  Wilcox  here.  1  have  also  four  prison 
ers  this  morning  from  Bnshrod  R.  Johnson's  old  brigade,  Colonel 
Hughs  commanding,  in  our  front  at  Deep  Bottom. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  above  have  received  your  dispatch.  The  prison 
ers  you  speak  of  confirm  my  report,  you  will  see,  or  mine  yours.  The 
men  captured  by  Tenth  Corps  should  have  been  landed  at  Bermuda, 
but  by  mistake  were  sent  you. 

J.  I.  D. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  17,  1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  three  trains 
passed  the  Junction  toward  Richmond  last  night  and  one  toward  Peters 
burg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  17,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  "  at  11.30  a. 
m.  a  train  of  six  cars  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward 
Petersburg." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and   Chief  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  17,  1864.     (Received  2.30  p.  in.) 
Colonel  ABBOT, 

Broadway  Landing  : 

Send  up  the  four  10-inch  mortars  to-night  and  place  them  in  the  large 
battery  near  Taylor  house.  Six  siege  guns  are  also  required  in  Fort 
Hell.  Send  them  up  if  you  can  to  night,  with  ammunition.  It  would 
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be  well  to  land  more  mortars.  The  enemy  are  greatly  strengthening 
their  armament  near  the  salient,  and  with  guns  of  large  caliber.  As 
much  of  your  train  as  can  be  quickly  removed  in  case  of  necessity 
should  be  put  in  battery. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA..  August  17,  1861 — 3  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  HUNT, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  will  send  the  mortars  to-night,  and  will  get  the  six  guns  ready  for 
to-morrow.  I  cannot  get  them  unloaded  and  to  Fort  Hell  before  day 
light. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Siege  Train. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1861 — 5.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  BIRNKY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps  : 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  last  evening  he  directed  certain  dispositions  to  be  made  of  the 
troops  under  your  command,  and  a  report  to  be  made  of  such  action. 
He  has  not  been  advised  of  what  Las  been  done  in  the  matter,  and 
desires  to  know  the  arrangement  of  your  troops,  and  whether  the 
brigades  loaned  you  are  in  position  on  the  line  or  so  that  they  can  be 
called  away  easily  if  required. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  186-1. 

Major- General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Forces  : 

The  brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  is  posted  on  the 
left  of  General  Foster,  in  close  connection  with  its  own  division  on  its 
left.  The  brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Second  Corps,  is  on  the  right 
of  Brigadier-General  Birney,  connecting  on  its  right  with  Brigadier- 
General  Miles  and  reporting  to  him.  Colonel  Craig's  brigade  is  on  my 
line,  and  can  be  taken  away  this  morning;  last  night  it  was  disorgan 
ized.  Colonel  Smyth's  brigade  reports  to  him  and  is  on  his  own  line. 
Yours,  respectfullv, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 

17  R  R — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  major- general  commanding  regrets  to  say  that  not  a 
single  wounded  man  was  found  between  the  lines  to-day.  The  flag  of 
truee  was  consented  to  by  him  reluctantly,  and  only  on  General  Birney's 
assurance  that  the  facts  were  that  our  own  and  the  enemy's  wounded 
were  between  the  lines,  exposed  to  the  tire  of  both  parties,  and  could 
be  removed  by  neither. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKEE, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1861—10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

In  answer  to  your  dispatch  concerning  the  Hag  of  truce  sent  out 
to-day,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  am  not  aware  of  having  given 
any  assurances  in  respect  to  the  wounded  beyond  what  is  contained  in 
my  note  of  this  morning,  viz,  that  they  were  under  the  enemy's  fire  and 
ours.  This  information  was  given  by  the  corps  officer  of  the  day.  The 
party  bearing  the  flag  was  not  suffered  to  advance  beyond  our  picket- 
line. 

Respectfully, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  186-L 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

One  small  brigade,  having4  lost  heavily  and  become  somewhat  disor- 
ganized,  has  been  sent  to  Deep  Bottom  to  relieve  the  garrison  there, 
which  is  ordered  here  in  their  place.     The  force  to  take  the  place  of 
that  leaving  this  front  consists  of  two  strong  regiments. 
Respectfully, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General, 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864 — 3.27  p.  m. 

A  flag  of  truce  will  be  sent  out  to  the  enemy  at  4  p.  m.  to-day,  from 
which  time  until  6  p.  m.  there  will  be  a  cessation  of  hostilities.     You 
will  see  to  it  that  no  person  goes  out  but  the  properly  authorized  par 
ties. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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HDQKS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

An  (just  17,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Commanding  Line  of  Defenses: 

I  send  inclosed  a  telegram*  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding 
for  your  information.  Take  every  possible  precaution  and  device  to 
have  the  enemy  watched  to  see  if  any  movement  is  made.  If  at  all,  it 
will  be  to-morrow  at  from  t)  to  10  o'clock,  or  thereafter  probably.  Please 


return  telegram  at  your  leisure. 


1JEN.J.  K  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  17,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Commanding  Intrenchments,  J>ermud<t  Hundred : 
Order  Colonel  Washbnrn,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  with  his 
entire  mounted  force,  to  come  here  immediately.     He  will  carefully  scour 
the  roads  and  woods  on  his  way  for  stragglers,  especially  on  this  side 
the  pontoon  bridge,  and  bring  them  to  their  commands. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  tlte  Field,  August  17,  1864 — 11.50  p.  m. 
Colonel  CURTIS, 

Co  m  m  a  n  d  i  ng  B  r  if/a  dc,  Ac.  : 

COLONEL:  The  lieutenant-general  telegraphs  that  movements  are  on 
foot  which  he  thinks  will  cause  the  enemy  to  withdraw  troops  from  our 
front.  The  major-general  therefore  directs  that  every  measure  be  taken 
to  determine  it  if  possible. 

This  by  direction  of  Brigadier-General  Turner: 
Very  respectfully, 

ISRAEL  R,  SEALY, 
Captain,  Forty-seventhNew  York  Volt.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  17,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  return  the  map.  As  I  stated  to  you  this  morning  I 
can  make  no  changes.  The  roads  I  have  traveled  on  are  indicated  on 
the  map,  as  well  as  all  other  roads  of  which  I  have  any  information, 
Whether  there  are  any  others  I  do  not  know  from  any  observation  of 
mine. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Caralry  Division. 

*  See  Grant  to  Butler,  p,  255, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  17,  1861 — 3  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

Major-General  Warren  is  ordered  to  move  to-morrow  morning  at  4 
o'clock  and  endeavor  to  effect  a  lodgment  upon  the  Weldon  railroad  as 
near  to  the  enemy's  iutrenchments  as  practicable,  and  destroy  the  road 
as  far  south  as  he  can.  He  will  take  advantage  of  any  weakness  lie 
may  perceive  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  To  aid  him  in  this  operation 
the  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  place  under  his  orders 
the  brigade  of  your  cavalry  (two  regiments)  picketing  from  the  left  of 
the  infantry,  which  should  be  provided  with  the  full  amount  of  rations 
and  forage  they  can  carry,  and  arrangements  made  to  keep  up  the  sup 
ply.  General  Warren  is  directed  to  take  four  days'  rations  and  to  keep 
up  supplies,  should  the  operation  continue  longer.  Should  you  accom 
pany  the  brigade  please  advise  the  commanding  general.  Information 
derived  from  prisoners  indicates  that  nearly  all  the  enemy's  cavalry 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  south  side  of  the  James. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  17,  1V(J4 — 5  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  been  directed  to  furnish  two  regiments  of  cavalry  to 
report  to  you.  The  two  regiments  now  picketing  on  the  left  of  the  army 
are  those  indicated  in  the  orders  to  me.  Colonel  Lewis,  Third  Xew  York 
Cavalry,  will  be  the  senior  officer.  I  have  sent  him  an  order  to  report 
to  you  for  orders.  The  two  regiments  will  number  between  800  and  I- 00 
in  all.  Colonel  Lewis'  headquarters  are  near  the  Jerusalem  plank  road, 
at  McCann's  house.  The  two  regiments  are  on  picket,  and  extend  to  the 
left  to  near  Baxter's  Mill,  on  the  Xorfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad. 
They  have  been  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  inarch  at  4 
a.  ni.  to-morrow  with  three  days'  rations  and  two  days'  forage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  17,  186-1 — 1  p.  m. 
Col.  S.  P.  SPEAR, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  cause  the  First  District  of 
Columbia  Cavalry  to  be  prepared  to  move  to-morrow  morning,  18th  in 
stant,  at  4  o'clock,  provided  with  ammunition  and  three  days'  rations 
and  forage,  their  pickets  to  be  withdrawn  just  before  the  regiment 
moves.  Further  instructions  will  be  sent  you  this  evening. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  ASCII, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  18,  1H64 — .s1  p.  m. 

Major-General  HALLECK, 

\Yaahlnyton,  T).  C. : 

General  Warren  moved  with  his  corps  this  morning  to  and  across  the 
Weldou  road  about  one  mile  south  of  the  lead  works.  To  that  point 
he  met  nothing  but  the  enemy's  pickets.  lie  advanced  from  there 
toward  Petersburg,  meeting  the  enemy  early  in  his  advance.  He  had 
considerable  lighting  during  the  day,  suffering  some  loss  and  inflicting 
loss  upon  the  enemy.  I  have  no  report  showing  the  extent  of  our 
losses,  but  judge  them  to  be  light,  from  the  dispatches.  Some  of  the 
enemy's  wounded  fell  into  our  hands  and  a  few  other  prisoners. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  18,  18C>i — 1A8  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

General  Grant  desires  me  to  ask  what  the  heavy  firing  is. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  J.s1,  186  i — ^.15  a.  ?». 
Lieutenant-Colonel  COMSTOCK  : 

The  iiring  is  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps.     Xo  report  has  been  made, 
but  i  have  sent  for  one. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  J.s1,  1864 — 2.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  COMSTOCK  : 

The  cannonading  and  mortar  practice  was  along  the  whole  line — 
Eighteenth  and  Ninth  Corps.  No  one  seems  to  know  how  it  began  or 
the  cause.  It  is  probably  the  enemy  feeling  to  see  if  we  are  still  here. 
It  is  now  subsiding. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  18,  18G4 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Have  you  heard  what  progress  General  Warren  is  making? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861—10.15  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Telegram  of  10.30  received.  ~The  last  dispatch  from  General  Warren 
of  8.20  is  forwarded.*  Whenever  General  Warren  reports  anything  of 
importance  it  will  be  promptly  transmitted. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- Genera*. 

p.  s. — I  am  having  the  telegraph  run  out  to  the  Gurley  house. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1^,  ISM — 11  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  just  received  from  General  Warren. t  The  Seventh  Vir 
ginia  Cavalry  is  in  Kosser's  brigade,  Young's  division,  formerly  Hamp 
ton's  division,  it  being  understood  Hampton  now  commands  all  the 
cavalry. 

[GEO.  G.  MEADE,] 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1$,  18(J1 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  send  the  last  report!  just  received  from  General  Warren.  Since 
its  receipt  quite  sharp  cannonading  is  heard  in  his  direction,  but  no 
report  of  progress. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  IS,  1864. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

If  Warren  can  do  no  better  I  would  have  him  close  up  on  Petersburg, 
with  his  left  west  of  the  Weldon  road,  and  intrench  and  stay  there.  So 
long  as  the  enemy  is  occupied  north  of  the  James  he  can  spare  no  force 
to  drive  Warren  away.  When  we  withdraw  from  there  Hancock  can 
go  to  his  support,  and  the  Tenth  Corps  will  relieve  the  Eighteenth  from 
the  trenches,  giving  us  another  corps  foot  loose.  I  do  not  mean  this  in 
any  way  to  prevent  Warren  from  taking  advantage  of  any  weakness  of 
the  enemy  according  to  his  judgment. 

II.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


' See  p.  272. 

t  Se«  Warren  to  Humphreys,  9  a.  m..  p.  272. 

t  See  Warreu  to  Humphreys,  10  a.  in.,  p.  272. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  .M',  1864 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Lietiten ant-General  GRANT  : 

Respectfully  forwarded.*  Your  telegram  of  12  in.  received.  I  will 
await  the  developments  of  the  day  before  sending- Warren  any  instruc 
tion  based  on  if.  Indeed,  his  orders  last  night  contemplate  his  making 
and  retaining  a  lodgment  on  the  railroad. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  Genera  L. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  1$,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT : 

I  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  probable  cause  of  the  heavy  can 
nonading  last  night,  but  without  success.  Jt  commenced  a  little  before 
2  a.  ru.,  on  the  right  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  by  the  enemy,  and  was 
quickly  taken  up  by  all  their  batteries  to  our  left,  and  as  quickly 
responded  to  by  ours.  The  enemy,  in  the  afternoon  previous,  told  the 
pickets  of  the  Ninth  Corps  not  to  be  alarmed  in  the  night  because  they 
were  going  to  shell  the  negroes.  The  probabilities  are  that  they  suspected 
some  movement  on  our  part  which  they  thought  they  might  interrupt, 
or  they  suspected  we  were  or  had  been  withdrawing  and  they  would 
draw  our  tire.  From  all  I  can  learn  the  casualties  on  our  side  are: 
Ninth  Corps,  2  killed,  10  wounded;  Eighteenth  Corps,  5  killed,  15 
wounded;  in  all,  7  killed,  25  wounded.  1  have  given  orders  hereafter 
our  batteries  are  not  to  open  at  night  unless  there  is  evidence  they  are 
able  to  accomplish  something. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General. 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  18,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  just 
received : 

PLANK  ROAD  STATIOX,  August  IS,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Cannonading  on.  our  left,  apparently  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad,  one  mile  and  a 
half  south  of  large  fort  near  Weldon  railroad.  Five  hundred  cavalry  standing  in 
road  in  front  of  said  fort.  Column  of  infantry  now  passing  on  line  of  Weldon  rail 
road  in  direction  of  liriug. 

FULTON. 

tier  yea  nt. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  iN,  1864 — 3.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

I  forward  the  above  just  received.  Xo  dispatch  from  Warren  since 
the  one  sent  you  at  1.15  p.  m.  Heavy  musketry  firing,  as  well  as  can 
nonading,  has  recently  been  heard  in  that  direction. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 

'See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  11  a.  m.,  p.  Ii73. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — /  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  above  [following],  just  received,  was  sent  before  the  attack  of 
which  I  have  reported  musketry  and  cannonading.  No  sounds  now. 
As  there  appears  to  be  a  division  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  rail 
road,  I  have  ordered  Kautz  to  draw  in  another  of  his  regiments,  leav 
ing  only  one  between  the  Blackwater  Swamp  and  the  James : 

HKADQUAUTERS  FIFTH  AUMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1SG4— 1.1.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

My  infantry  lias  not  yet  succeeded  in  driving  away  the  enemy  from  his  position  on 
the  railroad,  but  has  forced  him  to  draw  back  the  artillery  from  its  first  position. 
We  have  not  engaged  heavily,  but  soon  will  be  if  the  enemy's  force  does  not  retire. 
I  think  General  Ayres  is  moving  as  well  as  he  can.  The  enemy's  cavalry  are  south 
of  us  on  the  railroad,  and  the  main  camps  of  the  division  were  said  by  the  prisoners 
to  be  about  two  or  three  miles  west  of  the  railroad.  The  position  here  is  a  large 
open,  level  field,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  through,  and  surrounded  by  woods. 

(i.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  received  the  note  brought  by  Captain  Fisher  about  the  cavalry. 
If  any  pickets  were  going  to  take  their  place,  I  would  rather  have  them  there  than 
with  me. 

G.  K.  W. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — 4.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 
Just  received  and  forwarded.* 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  IS,  1864 — .5  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Just  received  and  forwarded. t  This  appears  to  have  been  an  open 
fight,  the  enemy  attacking,  and  Warren  further  reports  them  moving 
down  on  his  left  flank.  He  lias  two  divisions  beside  those  reported  by 
him  as  engaged.  I  fancy  he  will  not  be  able  to  do  more  than  effect  a 
lodgment  on  the  road  and  that  the  enemy  will  vigorously  dispute  this. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S. — There,  has  been  no  firing  since  the  fight  here  reported. 


*  See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  1.30  p.  m.,  p.  273. 
t  See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  2.30  p.  m.,  p.  273. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861—6  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Warren  is  directed  to  maintain  his  hold  and  intrench  himself.    When 
may  we  look  for  Hancock  ? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.T  August  IK,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

I  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  hold  Hancock  where  he  is  until  to 
morrow  night.  I  will  direct  him  if  he  can  hold  his  position  to  send  one 
division  to-night. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1804 — 7.15  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Warren  can  hold  his  own,  I  think,  and  may  perhaps  yet  push  the 
enemy.  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that,  when  he  spoke  of  Ayres' 
division,  he  referred  to  the  Maryland  Brigade,  which  he  had  previously 
reported  as  giving  way. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864—7.20  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 
The  following  just  received  from  Warren  and  forwarded.* 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  18,  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

General  Hancock  has  ordered  General  Mott's  division  to  report  to 
you. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  tenant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  send  you  the  last  dispatch  received  from  Warren.t  Parkehas  been 
ordered  to  relieve  the  maximum  force  he  can  with  Mott's  division,  and 
push  them  up  at  once  to  Warren's  support. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  5.30  p.  in.,  p.  274. 
t  See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  7  p.  ui.,  p.  275. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  IS,  180-1 — 7. 10  p.  >n. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

General  Hancock  will  probably  send  a  division  to-night.  I  will  let 
yon  know  as  soon  as  he  ascertains  if  it  can  be  spared.  The  distance 
between  Hancock  and  Warren  is  so  great  that  it  would  take  until  1-5 
to-morrow  to  transfer  troops  from  one  to  the  other,  and  then  they  would 
be  too  much  fatigued  to  do  much.  Could  not  re  enforcements  be  sent 
from  the  Ninth  Corps  to  Warren,  if  he  should  want  them,  and  let  the 
Second  Corps  take  their  place?  If  the  enemy  pile  any  considerable 
force  against  Warren  to-morrow  they  must  do  it  by  taking  nearly  every 
thing  from  their  line  in  front  of  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  and 
must  be  met  by  an  equal  reduction  of  our  line. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  18,  1861— 11.15  p.  m. 
Major  General  MEADE  : 

Tell  Warren  if  the  enemy  comes  out  and  attacks  him  in  the  morning 
not  to  hesitate  about  taking  out  every  man  he  has  to  repel  it:  and  not  to 
stop  when  the  enemy  is  repulsed,  but  to  follow  him  up  to  the  last.  We 
certainly  ought  to  be  satislied,  when  we  can  get  the  enemy  to  attack  us. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Heutcnan  t-  Gen  era  1. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1S61 — 12.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

The  foregoing  dispatch,  just  received,  is  sent  to  you  for  your  informa 
tion,  as  desired  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1804. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  tita,fi: 

GENERAL:  No  deserters  or  prisoners  of  war  have  come  in.  to-day. 
I  will  inquire  immediately  if  any  have  come  in  at  the  Ninth  Corps. 
One  deserter  from  Sixth  Virginia  Infantry  came  in  yesterday  from 
General  Crawford's  headquarters,  where  he  had  been  since  Satur 
day  last.  There  wrere  others  from  his  brigade  who  came  into  our  lines 
at  the  same  time  he  did,  and  all  information  which  he  might  have 
given  was  reported  at  the  time  by  other  members  of  his  regiment. 
General  Crawford  kept  him  for  the  purpose  of  having  him  point  out 
certain  batteries  in  the  enemy's  works,  the  location  of  which  are  all 
known  by  the  engineer  department  at  these  headquarters.  He  brings 
nothing  new. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


CHAP,  LI v.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  267 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  18,  1S64. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,   Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  Xinth  Florida.  Finegau's  brigade,  Ma- 
hone's  division,  who  came  into  our  lines  on  night  of  the  10th  instant, 
has  jnst  been  received  from  Ninth  Corps,  lie  reports  that  he  went 
on  picket  on  night  of  Kith:  that  just  before  leaving  the  trendies 
Mali  one's  old  brigade  was  relieved  by  Harris'  brigade.  Wright's  and 
Perrin's  brigades  went  away  from  here  on  Sunday,  and  the  balance  of 
the  division  were  in  our  front  when  ho  left.  The  informant  is  quite  a 
youth,  and  knows  very  little  of  enemy's  organization  or  position.  A 
negro  who  came  in  last  night  was  also  sent  in  with  above.  lie  states 
that  just  before  leaving  enemy's  lines  (about  dark)  saw  them  moving 
artillery  to  their  right,  and  he  understood  they  intended  opening  on  a 
camp  of  our  troops,  which  they  could  see  from  their  right  flank.  lie 
has  been  at  work  in  a  gang  of  1,500  negroes  repairing  and  constructing 
fortifications  about  Petersburg.  He  is  not  intelligent  and  gives  no 
information. 

J.  McENTEE, 
Captain,  ike. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
Captain  FISHER: 

Small  parties  of  enemy  at  work  behind  old  line  to  right  of  Gregory's 
house.  Three  battle-flags  to  left  of  Gregory's  house;  formerly  only  one 
in  view. 

I.  S.  LYOX, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  186-1—12.45  p.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

A  small  torce  of  enemy  is  moving  to  the  left  in  the  direction  of  the 
cannonading.  They  are  moving  about  opposite  plank  road  signal  sta 
tion  and  evidently  come  from  the  camp  nearly  opposite  that  station. 
They  carrv  knapsacks,  &c.  I  have  seen  onlv  about  100  in  motion. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  IS,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  just 
received : 

GIBBON'S  HOUSE,  August  IS,  1SG4. 

Saw  drove  of  between  200  ami  300  beef-cattle  oil  Richmond  road  moving  south 
Enemy's  wiirnal  officer  reports  all  quiet:  no  vessels  visible  011  the  river. 

JORDAN, 

Svrytant. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order : 

WM.  S.  STEYKER, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Signal  Corps. 
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PLANK  EOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  J<v,  1864  —  4.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Another  division  of  infantry  moved  to  our  left  on  line  of  Weldou 
railroad  between  4  and  4.30  p.  in.,  accompanied  by  a  train  of  twenty-  five 
wagons.  Column  seventeen  minutes  in  passing.  The  column  reported 
passing  at  1.30  p.  m.  consisted  of  about  two  brigades. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Serf/cant. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Augmt  18,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

If  you  can  hold  your  position  with  a  division  less  than  you  have,  send 
one  division  to-night,  starting  as  soon  as  you  can  get  it  oft',  to  report  to 
General  Meade. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  will  send  General  Mott's  division  to  report  to  General  Meade. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
'  Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  18, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK: 

There  has  been  a  requisition  made  for  500  horses  for  the  Second 
Cavalry  Division.  There  are  now  at  Washington  about  1,000  men  of 
this  division  dismounted.  Ask  Gregg  if  he  wi  II  have  500  men  sent  with 
the  horses  or  if  he  will  have  the  horses  sent  and  leave  the  men  until 
they  can  be  remounted.  It  is  reported  that  the  mail  steamer  has  been 
fired  into  below  here.  Get  a  brigade  of  Gregg's  cavalry  ready,  if  you 
can,  to  go  down  and  cut  off  the  enemy.  I  will  make  full  inquiry  about 
the  matter  and  inform  you;  in  the  meantime  have  the  cavalry  ready, 
but  do  not  start  them  until  further  orders. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Your  dispatch  is  received,  and  General  Gregg  has  been  sent  for  to 
make  the  arrangements  you  propose. 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1861. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Gregg'  reports  that  lie  would  prefer  having  500  horses  sent 
to  City  Point,  as  he  has  now  at  this  time  more  than  500  dismounted 
men. 

W1NFD   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  18,  1864. 
General  HANCOCK: 

It  turns  out  to  be  a  mistake  about  there  being  a  rebel  battery  below 
here.     The  liriug  heard  was  our  gun-boats  discharging  their  guns. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 6.40  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  enemy  have  been  feeling  my  lines  and  have  made  some  pretty 
sharp  attacks  on  my  front  and  right.  They  still  continue  it  on  my 
right,  but  at  this  moment  slight. 

WINFD   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  The  enemy  are  very  vigorous.  I  have 
just  received  a  dispatch  stating  that  the  enemy  have  possession  of  the 
roads  in  General  Gregg's  rear,  and  that  they  have  passed  cavalry  and 
infantry  toward  Malvern  Hill,  threatening  my  hold  on  the  river,  which 
is  now  essential  to  me.  I  can  only  send  a  division  by  shortening  my 
lines,  so  as  to  render  my  connection  with  the  river  secure.  I  shall 
change  my  lines  to-night  to  meet  the  new  state  of  things,  and  will  send 
a  division  if  you  do  not  object  to  my  contracting  my  lines.  I  will  tele 
graph  you  a  little  later. 

WINF'D    S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  18,  1864—7.40  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK: 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  shortening  your  line  to  make  your  posi 
tion  secure. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  COUPS, 

August  18 j  1861—11  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Everything-  is  quiet.  At  [this]  time  I  am  changing1  my  line  a  little, 
the  general  direction  being  that  of  the  New  Market  road.  By  with 
drawing  my  right  1  have  taken  ont  a  division  and  still  have  a  heavy 
force  on  iny  right,  with  which  I  shall  make  a  demonstration  on  the 
Charles  City  road  To-morrow.  The  enemy  attacked  with  considerable 
force  on  General  Birney's  right  just  above  Fussell's  Mill,  but  were 
repulsed.  They  attacked  Gregg  on  the  roads  coming  in  from  White 
Oak  Swamp  and  drove  him,  though  he  still  holds  the  intersection  of 
the  Charles  City  and  Malveru  Hill  roads,  the  enemy  holding  between 
the  cross-road  and  Deep  Bottom  Creek.  I  shall  clear  out  whatever 
may  be  there  in  the  morning. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  18,  186-1 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  last  report  I  had  from  the  enemy  to-night  was  one  that  came 
from  the  picket-line  just  after  their  repulse,  to  the  effect  they  were 
moving  at  double-quick  toward  my  right. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

The  following  dispositions  of  troops  are  ordered  for  to-night:  Colonel 
Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  relieve  the  pickets  of  Gen 
eral  Mott's  division,  and  will  hold  the  line  from  the  Potteries,  on  the 
New  Market  and  Malvern  Hill  road,  to  the  right.  The  First  Division, 
Brigadier-General  Miles  commanding,  to  hold  the  line  from  Colonel 
Smyth's  right  along  the  New  Market  and  Long  Bridge  road,  occupying 
as  much  of  the  old  intrenchments  as  he  can  hold.  The  Tenth  Corps, 
Major-General  Birney,  wTill  take  position  on  General  Miles'  right,  occu 
pying  the  heights  about  the  liuffiii  house  and  crossing  the  New  Market 
and  Long  Bridge  road.  The  picket  lines  of  the  Second  and  First  Divis 
ions  will  remain  as  established  now.  General  Birney  will  establish  a 
line  from  General  Miles'  right,  taking  in  the  high  ground  near  the 
Turner  house  and  extending  the  front  of  his  position  at  Ruffin's  house 
and  connecting  with  the  cavalry.  General  Gregg,  commanding  cavalry, 
will  cover  the  Charles  City  road  as  far  to  the  front  as  practicable,  and 
watching  the  roads  to  the  right  and  rear.  On  being  relieved  by  the 
Second  Division,  General  Mott  will  move,  with  his  division  to  the 
vicinity  of  Petersburg,  reporting  to  General  Meade.  These  arrange 
ments  to  go  into  effect  at  once,  so  as  to  complete  the  movement  to-night. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

F.  A.  WALKEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
Xear  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  August  18,  1861 — 0.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  .Dins-ion: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding:  directs  that  you  with 
draw  from  the  right  one  of  your  brigades  and  place  it  near  its  former 
position  on  the  line,  notifying  General  Birney  as  yon  do  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


f  AUGUST  IS,  18G4.] 
Colonel  SMYTH, 

Commanding  Second  JMrision  : 

You  Avill  please  relieve  at  once  the  picket-line  of  General  Mott's  divis 
ion.     General  Miles  will,  during  the  night,  relieve  a  portion  of  your 
right,  so  as  to  equalize  more  nearly  your  details. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Uancock: 

C.  II.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  of  Staff. 

This  only  includes  the  line  in  General  Mott's  front,  and  not  the  one 
on  the  Malvern  Hill  road. 

M. 


AUGUST  IS.  1804.     (Received  8.20  p.  m.) 
General  MOTT  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  put  your  command 
in  march  for  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg  as  soon  as  possible,  reporting 
your  arrival  to  Major-General  Meade.  Your  picket-line  will  be  relieved 
by  Colonel  Smyth's  division.  The  brigade  near  the  bridge-head  may 
be  relieved  by  you,  so  as  to  place  it  last  in  march,  if  it  is  not  previously 
relieved  by  other  troops.  It  is  hoped  the  road  you  are  to  take  to  the 
Appomattox  will  be  lighted.  You  will  try  and  get  your  division  across 
the  bridge  at  the  Appomattox  before  daylight. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieu  tenet  n  t-  Colo  nel,  tCc. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1861 — -1  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Ch  ief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  was  exceedingly  pleased  with  my  instructions  for  the 
movement  1  am  just  starting  upon.  I  have  shown  them  to  some  of  my 
division  commanders  and  all  alike  are  pleased.  We'll  do  the  best  we 
can,  you  may  rest  assured,  and  will  never  ask  anyone  under  them  to 
stand  the  responsibility  of  a  possible  failure.  I  propose  to  send  a  mes 
sage  regularly  once  an  hour;  oftener  if  interesting. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Gurlcy  House,  August  18,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  head  of  my  column  i's  closing  up  and  forming  here  as 
near  as  we  can  to  the  enemy's  vedettes  without  his  observation.  As 
soon  as  I  am  well  in  hand  and  prepared  to  follow  up  rapidly  I  shall 
advance.  There  has  been  nothing  to  report  this  morning.  Our  cavalry 
here  have  no  information  except  that  the  enemy's  pickets  last  night 
told  them  they  were  to  be  relieved  this  morning.  The  two  regiments 
of  cavalry  are  so  distributed  on  picket  that  none  of  them  will  be  avail 
able  until  I  can  drive  away  the  enemy  and  relieve  those  to  the  right  of 
us. 

Respectlullyj 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


GURLEY  HOUSE,  August  18,  1864 — 8.~20  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

My  arrangements  are  made  and  my  line  is  now  advancing.     I  will 
report  us  soon  as  anything  occurs.    The  cavalry  pickets  retire. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. — 9  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Our  advance  encountered  nothing  but  cavalry,  and  cap 
tured  some  of  them  from  the  Seventh  Confederate.     My  troops  have 
reached  the  railroad  and  cut  the  telegraph  wire.    The  intense  heat 
causes  many  men  to  fall  out. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  two  divisions  up  and  nearly  formed.  Marching 
to-day  is  very  slow,  and  there  are  a  great  many  cases  of  sunstroke.  1 
am  pushing  out  in  every  direction  to  make  myself  secure  in  my  infor 
mation.  As  soon  as  I  am  prepared,  will  move  up  the  railroad.  I  am  now 
at  the  place  on  the  west  of  the  railroad  marked  on  the  map  as  Blick. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps:  . 

Your  two  dispatches  of  7  aiid  8.20  a.  in.  have  been  received.  Respect 
ing  the  two  regiments  of  cavalry  it  was  expected  that  you  would  call 
them  all  in  whenever  it  suited  your  own  objects  best  without  any  regard 
to  their  objects  as  pickets  of  the  armv. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augttst  18,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS,  • 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  My  last  division  has  just  reached  the  railroad.  I  have 
got  possession  of  the  forks  of  the  road  at  the  place  marked  Flowers. 
General  Ayres'  division  now  has  the  lead  and  is  advancing  up  the  rail 
road.  There  is  a  cavalry  force  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  ahead 
with  a  battery.  1  shall  endeavor  to  open  connection  from  my  right,  as 
I  advance,  with  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  men  give  out  fear 
fully  in  the  sun  and  compel  us  to  move  slowly  to  keep  them  in  the 
ranks.  Several  olhcers  have  been  sunstruck  also. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 1.30 p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  enemy  hold  on  firmly  to  their  position  yet,  but  I  am  extending 
my  line  till  1  can  turn  their  left  flank.  Where  1  strike  them  along  the 
roads  they  are  intrenched.  General  Ayres  has  not  perfected  his 
arrangements  yet  nor  made  his  final  effort,  and  so  far  our  losses  arc 
small.  I  have  no  chance  to  use  my  artillery  to  any  advantage,  and  but 
four  guns  at  most.  It  has  rained  hard  here  now  for  fifteen  minutes. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 2.30 p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  was  just  advancing  at  2  p.  m.,  with  Ayres'  and  Crawford's  divis 
ions,  when  the  enemy  advanced  simultaneously  with  us.  The  Maryland 
Brigade,  on  my  left,  gave  way,  but  1  believe  the  rest  of  the  line  holds 
them  or  has  sent  them  back.  It  was  a  heavy  fight  for  half  an  hour;  at 
present  it  is  nearly  quiet.  The  enemy's  infantry  are  reported  passing 
down  the  road  toward  Flowers',  my  cavalry  having  been  driven  away 
from  there. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
18   R   R — VOL   XLII.   PT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  186-1 — 4.  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

GENERAL:  The  falling  back  of  General  Ayres'  division  has  deranged 
my  plans  considerably  and  1  am  getting  things  in  order  again.  We 
lost  a  little  ground  and  probably  a  few  prisoners  and  some  hundreds 
wounded.  The  enemy  1  expect  lost  quite  as  heavily,  and  has  been 
compelled  to  fall  back,  too,  to  near  his  first  position.  Reports  of  the 
enemy  moving  on  both  flanks  come  in  but  cannot  be  true.  I  have 
ordered  Ayres  and  Crawford  to  advance  again,  the  former  supported 
by  General  Cutler's  division.  Having  to  rely  entirely  upon  myself  I 
keep  Griffin  still  in  reserve  to  look  out  for  flank  attacks.  My  picket- 
line  connects  across  by  cavalry  with  the  Xiuth  Corps.  I  do  not  at  all 
anticipate  it  can  be  driven  by  the  enemy,  and  will  endeavor  to  advance 
if  practicable.  The  enemy's  infantry  is  of  Heth's  division,  so  I  learn 
by  prisoners,  but  they  are  not  communicative.  Hill,  they  say,  is  in 
command.  If  I  am  still  on  the  railroad  I  shall  take  up  a  position  to 
night  and  intrench  unless  otherwise  directed. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

General  Kautz  has  been   directed   to  re-enforce   the  cavalry  under 
your  orders  bv  another  regiment,  about  400  men. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  186-1 — 5.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that,  if  the  contingent  objects 
of  your  instructions  cannot  be  accomplished,  you  intrench  as  close  up 
to  the  enemy's  works  as  you  can  get,  Avith  your  left  well  westward  of 
the  Weldon  railroad,  and  remain  there.  This  is  not  intended  to  pre 
vent  you  from  taking  advantage  of  any  weakness  of  the  enemy  or  of 
withdrawing  your  command  if  in  your  judgment  military  necessity 
requires  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

BlicVs  House,  August  18,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

GENERAL:  Your  dispatch  per  Captain  Emory  is  just  received.  I 
have  nothing  further  to  report  except  that  my  skirmish  line,  in  advanc 
ing,  finds  the  enemy  in  the  same  line  he  took  up  .to-day.  We  have  to 
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advance  on  the  right  through  dense  woods,  which  makes  it  slow  and 
difficult,  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  command  the  men  there.  1  cannot 
say  how  much  our  loss  is  yet.  Colonel  Peirson,  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Massachusetts,  is  said  to  be  mortally  wounded.*  We  have  some  of  the 
enemy's  wounded  in  our  possession.  General  Hayes  had  his  horse 
killed.  The  Fifteenth  [New  York]  lleavy  Artillery  have  behaved 
remarkably  well. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1861 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  already  got  my  line  as  close  to  the  enemy  as  I  can 
and  made  arrangements  for  intrenching  it.  My  pickets  connect  with 
the  Ninth  Corps  across  nearly  east  and  west  from  the  Strong  house. 
The  enemy  is  throwing  up  breast- works  between  me  and  Petersburg, 
and  already  has  a  good  line.  I  think  I  can  hold  on  here  for  a  hard 
fight  if  I  can  keep  up  the  communication  with  the  Ninth  Corps.  It 
has  been  a  hard  (lay  on  the  men  and  the  fight  to-day  was  severe  on 
both  sides.  My  right  is  in  sight  of  the  main  intrcuchments  of  Peters 
burg,  but  nearly  one  mile  and  three-quarters  off.  I  understand  that 
I  am  expected  to  make  myself  as  strong  here  as  I  can,  hold  on  till 
I  am  forced  to  leave,  and  destroy  the  railroad  as  much  as  possible. 
Unfortunately,  the  wet  weather  will  interfere  very  much  with  our  heat 
ing  the  rails.  The  telegraph  line  may  get  in  operation  to-night.  The 
enemy  advanced  to-day  at  li  p.  m.  in  two  lines  for  the  front  of  one  of  my 
divisions,  perhaps  0,000  men.  We  broke  the  first  line  at  once,  but  the 
second  forced  ours  back,  outflanking  Ayresbya  portion  giving  way  on 
his  left.  His  division,  however,  finally  repulsed  the  attack  on  him. 
General  Crawford  did  not  receive  so  heavy  an  assault  except  on  his 
left,  and  this  was  the  only  part  of  his  line  that  gave  back,  but  it  also 
advanced  again.  The  enemy's  proximity  to  his  fortified  line  enabled 
him  to  act  with  boldness,  and  I  do  not  now  think  he  considered  us 
strong  and  made  his  effort  to  drive  us  from  the  railroad.  lie  has  taken 
some  prisoners  from  us  to-day  and  now  knows  our  strength.  If  he 
tries  again,  it  will  have  to  be  with  a  very  large  force  to  succeed. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY 

August  18,  186-1 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

1  wTill  send  up  a  sketch  of  my  line  to-night  by  an  orderly.  You  can 
have  a  good  idea  of  my  front  toward  Petersburg  by  taking  a  point  on 
the  Weldon  railroad  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  Dunlop's  and 
drawing  a  line  direct  to  our  advanced  line  on  the  plank  road.  Our 
pickets  will  not  have  more  than  half  a  mile  to  connect  straight  across 
and  it  will  be  done  in  the  morning.  My  fire  commands  half  a  mile  west 
of  the  railroad.  My  line  extends  south  of  Dunlop's  nearly  a  mile  and 

*  Colonel  Peirson  .survived  his  wound. 
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my  pickets  there  connect  with  the  cavalry.  From  an  examination  of  a 
few  prisoners  I.  find  they  belong  to  the  Seventh  Confederate  Cavalry, 
to  Heth's  division,  and  to  Hoke's  brigade,  of  Beauregard.  Prisoners 
are  not  very  willing  to  communicate,  but  they  say  there  are  troops  of 
Beanregard's  in  reserve  in  Petersburg  all  the  time.  I  have  directed 
the  prisoners  to  be  sent  up  to  you. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1S6-1 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

GENERAL  :  By  laying  the  inclosed  sketch*  on  your  two-inch  map  you 
can  see  exactly  our  present  position.  My  artillery  is  so  disposed  that 
it  of  itself  will  be  able  to  hold  considerable  portions  of  my  line.  You 
must  excuse  my  hasty  and  disjointed  dispatches  to-day,  for  I  had  to 
write  with  all  the  interruptions  of  severe  battle  and  movements. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

As  soon  as  Mott's  division,  of  Hancock's  corps,  can  be  got  over  from 
Deep  Bottom  he  will  relieve  some  5,000  or  0,000  of  Parke's  troops  that 
will  be  sent  at  once  to  your  support.  Mott  is  moving  now.  Parkewill 
also  send  you  in  the  course  of  the  night  or  toward  morning  some 
1,500  men.  They  will  move  as  soon  as  they  can  be  relieved  by  some  of 
Ord's  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — 10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

The  1,500  men  from  Parke  will  leave  him  about  3  a.  m.  to  join  vou. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  107  A.    }  August  18,  1861. 

All  the  timber  west  of  our  position  on  the  railroad  and  between  it 
and  the  Vaughan  road,  as  well  as  all  other  obstructions  to  the  use  of  lire- 
arms,  or  furnishing  shelter  to  the  enemy,  such  as  houses,  fences,  &c., 
will  be  thrown  down  or  destroyed  as  fast  as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 

*  See  Part  I,  i>.  -133, 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18  j  186  L 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Command 'ing  Second  Division  : 

GENERAL:    If  you  have  any  rebel  prisoners  in  your  custody  the 
major-general  commanding'   desires   that  they   be   sent   to  the  corps 
provost-marshal  at  these  headquarters  to-night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistan  t  Adju  ta  n  t-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Any  nut  18,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 
General  AYRES: 

I  have  orders  approving  what  lias  been  done  this  evening,  and  telling 
me  to  feel  the  enemy  closely  and  hold  on.  I  learn  that  your  changes 
this  evening  leave  but  a  battalion  of  Bragg's  brigade  on  the  line.  If 
in  the  morning  at  daylight  you  can  replace  this  by  the  Tweltth  Regulars 
I  can  use  this  brigade  to  re-enforce  Crawford,  which  I  desire  to  do. 
He  has  pushed  his  right  up  to  within  sight  of  the  Petersburg  defenses, 
and  can  connect  with  the  pickets  of  the  Ninth  Corps  in  only  an  interval 
of  half  a  mile.  Have  your  men  slash  timber  in  their  front  to-night. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  I  can  dispense  entirely  with  Bragg's  brigade.  I  have 
ordered  intrenching  and  slashing.  I  don't  doubt  of  my  ability  to  hold 
my  front  in  the  morning.  I  have  ordered  a  deep  cut  across  the  railroad 
and  the  wagon  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-  General. 


FRIEND'S,  [August]  J,9,  1864—3.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  are  pushing  me  on  my  right.  I  can  hold 
them,  1  think,  although  that  Hank  is  not  covered.  I  have  ordered 
Cutler  to  deploy  to  the  right  and  strike  his  left  flank.  It  is  all  woods, 
but  a  report  has  just  reached  me  that  the  enemy  is  moving  to  my  right; 
hence  the  order  to  Cutler.  I  am  well  deployed  to  the  right  for  obser 
vation. 

Very  respectfully. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Carle  reports  that  the  enemy  are  feeling  our  right,  and 
a  prisoner  reports  A.  P.  Hill's  corps. 
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"HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 
General  CRAWFORD: 

You  have  done  very  well  indeed  in  getting  forward  through  that 
difficult  country  so  far.  Make  yourself  as  strong  as  you  can  and  hold 
on.  I  will  try  and  re-enforce  you  by  Bragg's  brigade  in  the  morning, 
and  establish  direct  connection  with  the  Ninth  Corps  pickets.  We  are 
going  to  hold  on  here. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  1$,  1864. 
[Major  General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps:} 

GENERAL  :  I  think  the  corn-field  on  our  right  can  be  carried  by  a 
vigorous  effort  to-morrow,  if  you  should  consider  it  desirable.  The 
enemy  will  work  hard  to-night,  and  indeed  was  at  work  on  his  line 
when  I  advanced  this  afternoon.  1  have  two  brigades  in  line  of  battle, 
but  the  line  is  not  a  long  one,  as  the  First  Brigade  lost  heavily  when  its 
rlank  was  turned  early  in  the  action.  There  is  a  portion  of  the  line 
unsupported.  I  sent  the  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  to  support  my 
right,  which  I  propose  to  refuse  before  daylight.  If  my  right  is 
covered  a  section  of  artillery  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  any  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  position  in  the  corn-field.  My  loss  has  been  severe 
in  officers  and  men. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — This  note  was  written  before  yours  was  received.  I  am  grati 
fied  that  you  are  satisfied  with  the  advance  made  to-day.  It  was  very 
hard  work. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigad ier- General,  Comm anding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  IS,  1864—2.20  a.  m. 
General  PARKE: 

Is  there  anything  more  than  cannonading  intended  by  the  enemy  so 
far  as  you  can  ascertain? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  General  Ord.) 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 2.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  sent  out  to  the  division  commanders.  As  yet  no  report.  As 
far  as  I  can  .judge  it  has  been  simply  a  general  cannonading.  The 
reports  of  musketry  continue  the  same  as  early  in  the  night.  Will 
forward  reports  from  division  commanders  as  soon  as  received. 

J.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864—2.50  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Generals  Willcox  and  Ferrero  report  that  cannonading  began  on  our 
right  by  the  enemy  and  extended  to  the  left.  But  little  musketry  dur 
ing  the  shelling.  No  report  yet  from  left  of  our  line. 

J.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Before  Petersburg,   Va.,  August  18,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  report  of  general  of 
the  trenches.  All  is  quiet  on  my  front  this  morning.  About  1.30 
o'clock  this  morning  a  heavy  artillery  lire  was  opened  from  both  sides. 
It  commerced  on  the  right  by  the  enemy,  and  gradually  worked  to  the 
left  until  the  entire  front  was  engaged.  .From  the  new  works  of  the 
enemy  in  front  of  the  Third  Division  heavy  mortar  shells  were  thrown. 
This  firing  lasted,  with  more  or  less  fury,  until  3.30  o'clock.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  evening  the  enemy  kept  up  an  active  musketry  fire  on 
the  Third  Division  front.  During  the  cannonading  the  rebel  infantry 
tired  a  few  shots  in  front  of  Second  Division.  General  Potter,  com 
manding  Second  Division,  reports  that  his  vedettes  were  warned  by 
the  enemy  not  to  be  alarmed  if  shells  should  fall  in  our  lines  before 
morning,  as  they  intended  shelling  the  negroes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Will  send  list  of  casualties  as  soon  as  a  report  is  received. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  wishes  to  know  whether  you  have 
ascertained  anything  further  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  cannonad 
ing  during  the  night,  and  also  about  the  number  of  casualties  that 
were  incurred  from.  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  General  Ord.) 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
Major-General 


v 

Nothing  definito&o>Pbe6H  asaertainefias  to  the  cause  of  the  cannonad 
ing.     General  PoHMWopwt^tltat  enemy^  pickets  warned  ours  yester- 
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day  afternoon  that  not  to  be  alarmed,  they  were  going'  to  shell  the 
negroes.  The  casualties  have  not  been  reported  in  full.  I  think,  how 
ever,  they  will  be  slight. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Warren  had 
reached  the  Weldon  railroad  near  Blick's  house  about  10  o'clock  this 
morning  and  is  making  a  reconnaissance  in  force  on  the  enemy's  right 
flank,  with  directions  if  he  finds  a  favorable  opportunity  to  try  and 
carry  their  lines  and  gain  the  main  ridge  in  rear  of  their  front.  The 
major-general  commanding  enjoins  great  vigilance  on  the  part  of  your 
troops  and  prompt  reports  of  any  changes  or  movements  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  that  be  observed,  and  that  you  be  prepared,  in  the  event 
of  General  Warren  attacking  the  enemy's  lines,  to  aid  him  by  every 
means  in  your  power  and  for  such  operations  as  the  commanding  gen 
eral  may  find  it  desirable  to  undertake. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  General  Ord.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE,  Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

General  Warren,  in  a  dispatch  dated  11  a.  m.,  from  the  Blick  house, 
stated  that  he  should  throw  out  pickets  to  connect  with  yours.  The 
commanding  general  directs  that  you  throw  forward  that  part  of  your 
picket-line  where  it  is  refused  from  the  enemy  and  bring  it  up  in  the  pres 
ence  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  connect  with  Warren's  pickets. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  KINTH  CORPS, 
August  18,  1864 — 2.10  p.  m.     (Received  3  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Dispatch  of  1.45  received  and  its  provisions  will  be  carried  out.  I  pre 
sume  there  are  no  maps  that  show  the  Blick  house  or  upon  which  War 
ren's  position  may  be  indicated. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE: 

Yes;  the  Blick  house  is  down  on  the  maps.  Warren  was  near  the 
Blick  house  at  a  house  called  Flowers'  when  he  last  reported,  at  11 
o'clock.  He  must  have  advanced  considerably  from  that  since.  I  will 
ask  Duane  to  send  you  at  once  a  copy  of  map  containing  the  houses 
named. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Captain  Gowan,  of  ray  staff. 
I  sent  him  out  to  establish  the  connection  between  General  Warren 
and  my  left. 

JOHN  G.  PARKE, 

Major -General. 

AUGUST  18,  1804 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  seen  General  Warren  and  find  his  right  too 
distant  for  us  to  connect  with,  lie  is  on  the  railroad  at  the  Bliclchouse. 
We  are  now  moving  that  portion  of  General  White's  brigade  that  was 
refused  forward,  keeping  the  right  of  the  brigade  fast.  When  this  is 
done  our  left  will  be  about  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half 'from  General 
W[arren]'s  right.  This  interval  is  picketed  by  cavalry.  This  is  the  best 
we  can  do.  i  explained  to  General  Warren  how  far  we  could  come;  be 
appeared  satisfied,  and  said  the  cavalry  would  keep  up  the  connection. 
General  W[arren]  does  not  seem  TO  be  very  heavily  engaged.  There 
is  a  little  artillery  firing  now. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  GOWAN, 
Acting  Ahle-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
August  18,  1861 — 8.1  ~>  i>.  in.     (Received  8.30  p.  in.) 
Major-General  PARKE: 

A  division  of  the  Second  Corps  will  be  sent  to-night  from  Deep  Bot 
tom  to  relieve  some  of  your  troops,  which  will  be  used  to  re-enforce 
Major-General  Warren.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that 
you  be  prepared  to  withdraw  one  of  your  divisions  and  to  send  it  to 
General  Warren  upon  the  arrival  of  the  division  of  the  Second  Corps, 
which  may  not  reach  you  until  after  daylight.  The  troops  you  send 
should  have  four  days'  rations  on  the  person,  some  ambulances,  some 
ammunition  wagons,  and  proper  proportion  of  intrenching  tools.  The 
commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  have  in  view  the  necessity 
that  may  arise  of  sending  additional  re-enforcements  to  General  War 
ren  from  your  lines  should  the  enemy  withdraw  largely  from  their  lines 
to  attack  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864—8.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE: 

General  Mott's  division  is  ordered  to  relieve  a  part  of  your  troops. 
His  division  is  about  5,000  strong.  A  staff  officer  from  here  will  be 
sent  you  to  learn  at  what  points  General  Mott  shall  come  up  to  your 
lines  and  then  meet  General  Mott  and  conduct  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864—9  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  trans 
pired  on  my  front  during  the  last  twelve  hours.  General  Potter,  com 
manding  Second  Division,  reports  the  enemy's  picket-line  strengthened 
during  the  day.  The  left  of  my  line  was  swung  round  this  p.  m.,  as 
ordered.  It  was  found  impossible,  on  account  of  distance,  to  connect 
with  the  Fifth  Corps.  There  is  an  interval  of  a  mile,  which  is  pick 
eted  by  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  General  White,  commanding 
First  Division,  reports  that  the  commanding  officer  of  his  right  bri 
gade  reports  the  enemy's  force  in  his  front  moving  to  our  left,  they 
having  been  relieved  by  troops  from  the  right. 

JOHN   G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861—9.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  PARKE  : 

How  many  men  will  you  be  able  to  relieve  with  Mott's  division  and 
send  to  Warren? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864—9.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  PARKE  : 

General  Mott's  division  is  between  5,000  and  0,000  strong.  The  com 
manding  general  desires  you  to  send  that  number  of  your  troops  to 
General  Warren.  General  Ord  has  some  1,500  men  in  reserve  that  he 
can  dispense  with.  I  will  telegraph  him  to  send  them  to  you  at  once 
and  that  will  relieve  more  of  your  troops  that  should  go  to  Warren  as 
soon  as  practicable.  Please  let  him  know  where  he  shall  send  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  JS,  1864—10  p.m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

1  propose  relieving  General  Potter's  and  General  Willcox's  divisions. 
They  have  about  4,000  men  in  the  line.  I  propose  to  relieve  the  fatigue 
party,  500  men,  that  are  now  at  work  on  the  line.  Is  my  order  suffi 
cient  to  relieve  them? 

JOHN  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Certainly;  relieve  the  working  party,  and  send  at  least  as  many  men 
to  Warren  as  are  relieved  by  Urd  and  Mott. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861 — 10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Xlnth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  thinks  it  will  be  time  enough  to  send  the 
men  that  Ord's  troops  relieved  at  about  3  a.  in.  See  that  some  one 
takes  them  by  the  shortest  route  to  Warren,  probably  by  the  Strong 
house  instead  of  the  Williams  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861 — 10.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE  : 

Have  you  any  white  troops  to  send  in  plaee  of  the  1,500  Ord  will  send 
you?  They  arewhite  and  black.  Mott's  division  has  5,300  enlisted  men 
and  300  officers. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREY'S, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Auf/uat  18,  186-1.     (Received  11  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  white  troops  to  send  in  place  of  the  1,500  Ord  will  send 
me,  and  also  enough  to  send  about  the  same  number  as  will  be  re 
lieved  by  General  Mott.  This  will  include  all  the  white  troops,  and 
leave  General  Ferrero's  division  on  the  line  and  in  the  redoubts  on  the 
left. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Ninth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  am  informed  by  General  Humphreys  that  you  are  going 
to  send  me  1,500  men  in  the  morning.  Let  them  turn  off  at  the  Will 
iams  house.  I  intend  also  to  establish  a  short  picket-line  from  my  right 
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to  yours  in  front  of  the  large  redoubt  in  the  morning,  if  I  can.  Please 
have  your  picket-line  informed  of  the  probability  of  my  men  approach 
ing  in  that  vicinity. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 
(Copy  to  General  Humphreys.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,180-1 — 11  p.  m. 
Major- General  WARREN  : 

I  will  send  you  at  least  1,500  men  in  the  morning.  I  propose  start 
ing  them  at  3  a.  m.,  if  relieved  in  season.  I  will  notify  General  White, 
in  command  of  my  left  division,  of  your  intention  in  reference  to  the 
picket- line. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augmt  18,  1864—11.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WHITE, 

Commanding  Division : 

GENERAL:  Accompanying  please  find  copy  of  a  dispatch*  received 
from  General  Warren.  Will  you  please  notify  the  officers  commanding 
on  your  left  of  the  general's  intention  in  reference  to  the  picket-line. 
Please  have  your  command  prepared  to  march  to  re-enforce  General 
Warren  to-morrow  morning,  in  case  you  are  relieved  by  other  troops. 
Your  troops  should  have  four  days'  rations  on  their  persons,  and  the  men 
supplied  with  ammunition.  A  few  ambulances  should  be  taken  along. 
If  you  are  relieved  it  will  be  by  a  portion  of  General  Mott's  division, 
of  the  Second  Corps,  which  will  probably  reach  this  place  by  daylight. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Coale,  chief  commissary,  has  ordered  rations  and 
will  have  them  ready  for  distribution  by  G  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Instead  of  carrying  extra  ammunition  on  the  persons  of  the 
men  take  it  in  wagons.  Take  also  a  proper  proportion  of  intrenching 
tools. 

J.  G.  P., 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION, 

Augmt  18,  1864— 8  a.  m. 
Captain  HuTrniNS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening  the  enemy  kept  up  an  active  musketry  tire  on  my  front.  At 
about  1.30  a.  m.  a  furious  cannonading  broke  out,  beginning  on  the 
right,  shot  and  shell  being  thrown  at  the  batteries  and  rifle-pits,  mostly 
12-pv,uuders,  from  nine  points  visible  from  Roemer's  battery.  Roemer, 

*See  Warren  to  Parke,  10  p.  in.,  p.  283. 
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Twitchell,  and  Battery  Morton  wore  vigorously  cannonaded,  but  no 
casualties  are  as  yet  reported.  The  tire  lasted  one  hour  and  a  half 
without  cessation,  after  which  it  continued,  with  intermissions,  until  3.30 
o'clock. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION, 

August  18.  1864. 

Capt.  IvOBERT  A.  IIUTCHINS, 

Assistant  Ad  jut  ant -General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  trans 
pired  on  rny  front  during  the  last  twelve  hours,  the  stiine  amount  of 
picket-tiring  and  sbarpshooting  being  kept  up  as  heretofore. 
Very  respectfully. 

O.  B.  \VILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
General  FERRERO: 

I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  an  order*  from  army  head 
quarters.     Please  be  prepared  to  execute  its  provisions  as  early  as 
practicable  on  receipt  of  orders. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE. 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FOURTH  Div.,  XINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

A  tic/ust  18,  1861. 
Captain  HICKS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Dirision,  Xinth  Army  Corps : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  picket-tiring  in  the 
early  part  of  last  evening  was  heavier  thfin  usual;  also  that  about  1 
o'clock  this  a.m.  the  enemy  opened  a  very  brisk  artillery  tire  on  our  line 
which  continued  until  near  4  o'clock,  during  which  we  had  eight  men 
wounded  in  the  brigade. 

I  am,  captain,  verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  THOMAS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  DIVISION,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864. 
Colonel  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Second  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  this  morning,  and 
that  nothing  new  was  observed  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

*§ee  Humphreys  to  Parke,  12.15  p.  m.,  p.  280. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  18,  1864. 

(Received  9.40  a.  m.) 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Lieutemuit-General  Grant  desires  that  you  have  the  spare  pontoon 
bridge,  now  at  Deep  Bottom,  thrown  across  the  river  near  the  lower 
pontoon  bridge  so  as  to  have  two  bridges  with  the  best  approaches  that 
can  be  got  for  Hancock's  use  by  dark  to-night. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  18,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Commanding,  d;c.,  City  Point: 

We  are  garrisoning  Fort  Powhatan  and  Fort  Pocahontas  (Wilson's 
Landing)  with  100-days'  men,  whose  time  is  now  quite  out.  We  want 
two  regiments  for  that  purpose.  There  must  be  now  a  large  surplus  of 
new  regiments  of  100  days'  men  and  others  in  and  about  Washington 
and  Baltimore.  Can  we  not  have  some  of  these  men,  100-days'  regi 
ments,  ordered  down?  It  will  not  do  to  lose  either  of  these  points. 
It  would  shut  us  off  from  the  river. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  18,  186 L 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  etc.  : 

Wilcox's  Wharf  and  Fort  Powhatan  must  be  held.  No  troops,  how 
ever,  can  be  had  from  Washington  or  Baltimore.  They  are  calling  on 
me  for  troops  to  take  the  place  of  those  now  there  soon  to  be  dis 
charged.  You  will  have  to  send  some  of  your  colored  troops. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  Genera  L 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  18,  1864 — 10.50  a.  m.     (Received  11.20  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Commanding,  tfcc.,  City  Point: 

Did  Warren  make  the  move  which  was  contemplated?  We  have 
heard  nothing  on  our  front.  I  have  heard  no  report  of  any  result  from 
the  rapid  firing  at  Petersburg. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  August  18,  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 

Our  forces  reached  the  Weldon  road,  meeting  nothing  but  cavalry. 
They  captured  a  few  men  belonging  to  the  Seventh  Confederate  Cav 
alry. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Hancock.) 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  18,  1804 — o.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- O eneral  GRANT, 

Commanding,  ti'c..  City  Point: 

I  am  informed  from  the  lookout  at  Dutch  Gap  that  a  brigade  of  troops 
are  crossing  Cox's  Ferry,  going  east. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  IS,  1864 — 7.35  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  on  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  7.30  a.  m. 
seven  cars,  partly  loaded  with  troops,  passed  the  Junction  toward 
Richmond. 

Very  respectful Iv,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  18,  1804. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  2.15  p.  m. 
"three  open  cars  loaded- with  railroad  iron  passed  the  Junction  toward 
Richmond." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


WASHINGTON,  August  IS,  18(J4—p.  m. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT, 

Broadway  Landing  : 

From  800  to  1,000  li-l-pounder  shells  are  now  shipped  for  you  dailv. 

GEO.  D.  RAMSAY, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Ordnance. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Deep  Bottom,  August  18,  1804. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  advise  you 
that  General  Miles  has  been  ordered  to  withdraw  one  of  his  brigades 
from  the  right  and  place  it  near  its  former  position.  General  Miles  will 
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inform  you  of  the  time  of  withdrawing  this  brigade,  so  that  you  can 
make  any  further  dispositions  yon  deem  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
your  right. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTII  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  18,  1864— 12  m. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Commanding  Line  of  Intrenchments  : 

Warren  moved  this  morning  at  8.30,  the  enemy's  pickets  falling  back 
before  him. 

BEKJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSELT,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Our  casualties  last  night  were  5  men  killed,  1  officer  and  14  men 
wounded. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 2.25  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

It  is  nothing  but  a  cannonade  and  mortar  practice,  with  no  definite 
aim  that  I  can  tell.* 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy's  tire  was  principally  on  onr  reserve  camp  in  the  rear. 
Owing  to  the  men  being  in  the  trenches,  the  loss  was  slight — 5  men 
killed,  1  officer  and  14  men  woimded.t 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  G  en  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864.     (Received  2.40  p.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  in  reserve  three  small  brigades,  principally  colored.     Shall  1 
put  them  under  arms? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


*  In  answer  to  Humphreys  of  2.20  a.  m. ;  see  p.  278. 
t  In  answer  to  Humphreys  of  10.30  a.  m. ;  see  p.  279. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  18(j-i — :IAO  p.  m. 
Major- General  ORD, 

Commanding  .Eighteenth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  reserves  is  received.  The  commanding 
general  wishes  you  to  exercise  your  own  discretion  in  the  matter.  The 
last  dispatch  from  General  Warren  was  dated  11  a.  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPH  KEYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  JStaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1861 — 9.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  thinks  your  reserve  of  1,500  men 
might  be  seiit  to  General  Parke's  front  and  relieve  some  of  his  troops, 
which  he  will  send  at  once  to  General  Warren.  Please  communicate 
with  General  Parke,  who  is  advised  of  this,  and  send  the  reserves  as 
soon  as  practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augmt  18,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Some  of  enemy's  sharpshooters  on  opposite  bank  of  Appoinattox 
reported  withdrawn  this  p.  m.  at  4  o'clock.  Telegram  to  send  reserve 
of  1,500  to  relieve  part  of  ^inth  Corps  received.  Will  send  them. 

ORD. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864 — 11.15  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  telegraphed  to  General  Parke  to  send  an  officer  to  show  my 
reserve  the  ground  they  are  to  occupy.  The  troops  are  ready  to  march. 
Difficulty  in  finding  the  ground  and  other  delays  will  make  it  2  or  3 
o'clock  before  Parke's  men  will  be  relieved. 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864—10  p.  m. 
General  PARKE: 

I  am  directed  to  send  you  my  reserve  of  1,500  to  relieve  part  of  your 
corps.  How  much  space  will  they  have  to  occupy  and  who  will  show 
it  to  them  ? 

ORD. 

19  R   R— VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  ^INTH  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD: 

I  am  informed  by  Major-General  Humphreys  that  you  will  relieve 
some  of  iny  men.  I  propose  that  you  should  relieve  General  Willcox. 
He  has  from  1,000  to  1,200  men  on  the  line  and  will  have  an  officer  to 
show  one  of  your  officers  the  line  to  be  occupied.  His  line  is  on  the  pro 
longation  of  your  line  to  the  left. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  Gen  eral, 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 
Maj.  THEODORE  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 
SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  the  officer  commanding  the  division 
sharpshooters  reports  that  the  enemy  withdrew  their  sharpshooters 
from  the  pits  in  front  of  the  battery  opposite  the  Beasley  house  this 
afternoon  about  4  o'clock,  and  have  not  since  occupied  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CARE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]    HDQRS.  IST  BRIG.,  IST  Div.,  I.STII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  18,  1864. 

A  telegram  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  has  just  been 
received,  which  states  that  Major- General  Warren  has  reached  the 
Weldon  railroad  and  is  making  a  reconnaissance  in  force  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy,  with  instructions  to  carry  their  lines  and  the  main 
ridge  in  rear  of  their  front  if  a  favorable  opportunity  presents  itself. 
The  utmost  vigilance  is  enjoined  on  the  part  of  the  troops  and  any 
changes  or  movements  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  will  be  reported  at 
these  headquarters  immediately. 

By  command  of  Col.  A.  F.  Stevens : 

GEO.  A.  BRUCE, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  18,  1864 — 4  p.  in. 

Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Dins-ion : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  strengthen  the  cav 
alry  placed  under  the  orders  of  General  Warren  by  one  of  the  regi 
ments  on  this  side  the  Blackwater.  The  one  that  can  be  got  to  him 
most  readily  should  be  sent. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  18,  1864—8  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL:  Since  receiving  your  order  requiring  me  to  send  another 
regiment  to  General  Warren  I  have  learned  that  he  has  only  availed 
himself  of  a  portion  of  one  of  the  two  already  directed  to  report  to 
him.  The  First  District  of  Columbia  has  not  moved,  and  only  a  por 
tion  of  the  Third  New  York  has  gone.  I  notined  General  Warren  that 
Colonel  Lewis  had  been  directed  to  report  to  him  with  two  regiments, 
and  he  replied  that  he  would  communicate  his  orders  to  Colonel  Le\vis 
as  his  command  moved  out  past  Colonel  Lewis'  headquarters,  which 
are  immediately  upon  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  Your  orders  have 
been  properly  transmitted  so  far  as  my  command  is  concerned,  and  the 
third  regiment  has  been  directed  to  report  to  General  Warren. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  Y.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  18,  1864. 
Col.  S.  P.  SPEAR, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you  that  the 
Third  New  York,  First  District  of  Columbia,  and  Eleventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  General  Warren,  who  can 
make  such  disposition  of  them  as  he  wishes.  If  the  First  District  ot 
Columbia  is  needed  by  you  General  Warren's  order  is  all  that  is 
necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  ASCH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

August  19, 1864—2  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

The  President  directs  me  to  express  his  gratification  at  your  success 
in  pushing  across  and  seizing  the  Weldon  road.  lie  thinks  that  a 
heavy  blow  to  the  enemy  if  you  are  able  to  hold  it,  as  he  hopes  you 
will. 

EDWIN  M.  STAXTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WASHINGTON,  August  19,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT  : 

One  of  General  Augur's  scouts  insists  that  Longstreet's  corps  and 
Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry  have  passed  through  Culpeper  on  their  way  to 
join  Early.  The  information  derived  from  this  man  has  heretofore 
proved  very  reliable.  If  this  be  true,  the  enemy  is  too  strong  for  Sher 
idau. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 

(Received  2.40  p.  m.  20th.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  J).  C. : 

Our  troops  are  firmly  fixed  across  the  Weldon  road.  There  has  been 
little  or  no  fighting  to-day,  either  south  of  Petersburg  or  north  of  James 
River.  Warren  reports  that  the  enemy's  dead  in  considerable  numbers 
were  found  in  his  front  this  morning  unburied.  General  Birney  tele 
graphs  General  Butler,  as  follows: 

HEADQUARTERS  TKNTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1S64. 

The  enemy  attacked  my  line  in  heavy  force  last  night  and  were  repulsed  with  great 
loss.  In  front  of  one  colored  regiment  eighty-two  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy  are 
counted.  The  colored  troops  behaved  handsomely  and  are  in  tine  spirits.  The 
assault  was  in  column,  one  division  strong,  and  would  have  carried  works  not  so 
well  defended.  The  enemy's  loss  was  at  least  1,000. 
Respectfully, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 

We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  rain  about  Petersburg  this  week  and  a 
very  grateful  change  in  the  temperature. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  2.50  p.  m.  20th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK: 

Fitz  Lee's  cavalry  and  Kershaw's  division,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  have 
gone  from  here  to  the  Valley.  No  other  troops  have  gone,  and  with 
the  present  distribution  of  troops  here  the  enemy  is  much  more  likely 
to  withdraw  from  the  Valley  than  to  send  more  there.  The  enemy's 
loss  here  this  week  in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  cannot  fall  much 
short  of  4,000,  if  it  does  not  exceed  this  number.  They  are  now  so 
extended  that  they  are  forced  to  keep  every  man  on  tha  watch,  and  from 
accounts  of  prisoners  are  running  their  men  to  death  shifting  them  from 
one  place  to  another.  Sheridan  has  a  force  about  equal  to  the  enemy, 
and  if  the  latter  advances  will  have  him  at  an  advantage. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  3  p.  m.  20th.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  enemy  came  out  this  evening  on  Warren's  right,  driving  in  the 
pickets  connecting  between  him  and  the  left  of  our  old  line  on  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road  and  forcing  back  the  two  right  divisions  of 
Warren's  corps.  A  heavy  fight  took  place,  resulting  in  the  re-estab 
lishing  of  our  lines  and  the  capture  of  a  good  many  prisoners.  The 
prisoners  were  from  Heth's,  Mahoue's,  and  Hoke's  divisions.  We  also 
lost  considerably  in  prisoners. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1861 — 8  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Orel's  reserves,  consisting  of  two  small  brigades,  were  put  in  Parke's 
line  last  night,  permitting  Willcox's  division  to  go  to  Warren.  Mott's 
division  has  just  arrived  and  will  release  men  of  the  Ninth  Corps  to  go 
to  Warren's  support.  Warren  reports,  at  7  a.  m.,  that  he  has  driven 
the  enemy's  cavalry  down  to  Reams'  Station ;  that  the  enemy  are  in  force 
in  his  front,  having  been  at  work  all  night  intrenching.  Reports  from 
pickets  of  the  Ninth  Corps  would  indicate  a  movement  of  the  enemy  to 
their  right — our  left. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19,  1864 — 8.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  think  General  Hancock,  by  detaining  a  large  force  north  of  the 
James,  makes  our  force  at  Petersburg  relatively  as  strong  as  it  would 
be  if  he  was  with  it.  It  also  seems  to  be  a  sensitive  point  with  the 
enemy.  I  am  anxious  to  force  the  enemy  to  withdraw  from  the  Valley 
the  re-enforcements  he  has  sent  to  Early,  and  I  think  the  best  way  to 
do  it  is  to  threaten  as  long  a  line  as  possible.  If,  therefore,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  it,  I  shall  not  withdraw  Hancock  for  the  present. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1861—9.30  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Your  telegram  of  8.50  received.  I  will  confer  with  General  Warren 
and  advise  you  whether,  in  his  judgment  and  mine,  more  troops  are  re 
quired  on  the  Weldon  road  than  those  sent  by  Parke.  My  impression 
now  is  that  they  are  not,  so  long  as  the  enemy  is  threatened  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  James. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 10.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Send  the  accompanying  dispatch*  of  General  Grant  to  General  War 
ren,  and  say  that  General  Parke  in  the  course  of  the  day  will  send 
4,000  men  in  addition  to  the  2,000  taken  by  Willcox.  Inquire  whether, 
in  Warren's  judgment,  these  re-enforcements  are  sufficient  for  his  pur 
poses,  that  I  may  reply  to  General  Grant.  General  Warren  should 
at  all  hazards  maintain  his  hold  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  and,  if  prac 
ticable,  to  extend  his  line  to  connect  with  the  Ninth  Corps.  At  the 
same  time  if  the  enemy  can  be  pushed  back  nearer  the  lead-works,  so 
as  to  make  the  line  shorter  to  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  it  would  be 
desirable  to  do  so. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Grant  to  Meade,  8.50  a.  m.,  second,  ante. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—11  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Parke  will  be  able  to  send  Warren  all  his  white  troops,  amounting  to 
6,000.  This  will  be  ample  for  all  Warren's  purposes,  unless  the  enemy 
re-enforce  strongly  from  their  troops  now  north  of  the  James.  I  have 
directed  Warren  to  intrench  himself  strongly  and  to  connect,  if  possible, 
with  the  left  o(tfthe  Ninth  Corps;  also,  if  practicable,  to  push  the 
enemy  back  to  their  works  around  Petersburg,  they  being  now,  as  I 
understand  it,  over  a  mile  or  more  outside  of  these  works. 

GEO,  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—12.15  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  send  dispatch  just  received  from  Warren.*     I  am.  going  to  see  him. 
The  telegraph  now  runs  to  his  headquarters. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  left  Warren's  at  4  p.  m.  All  quiet.  At  4.30  the  enemy  drove  in 
the  picket-line  he  had  established  connecting  with  our  works  on  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road,  and,  turning  his  right  flank,  interposed  their 
masses  between  Warren  and  Parke.  Warren  immediately  attacked 
them,  and  after  a  severe  fight  drove  them  back  and  re-established  his 
lines.  I  send  you  his  dispatch,!  just  received.  The  roads  are  in  a  very 
bad  condition,  and  if  it  continues  to  rain  there  will  be  trouble  in  sup 
plying  Warren. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  19,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Your  dispatch  of  8  p.  m.  just  received.  I  am  pleased  to  see  the 
promptness  with  which  General  Warren  attacked  the  enemy  when  he 
came  out.  I  hope  he  will  not  hesitate  in  such  cases  to  abandon 
his  line  and  take  every  man  to  fight  every  battle,  and  trust  to  regain 
ing  them  afterward  or  to  getting  better.  The  enemy  must  have  left 
their  line  guarded  by  a  single  divisiou. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 

*  See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  11  a.  m.,  p.  306. 
tSee  Warreii  to  Humphreys,  6.50  p.  m.,  p.  307. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 0.45  p.  in. 
General  GRANT  : 

I  send  dispatch*  jast  received  from  Warren.  I  think  he  is  not 
aware  that  three  of  his  regiments  that  were  on  picket  are  now  in  con 
nection  with  Parke's  pickets  on  the  old  line.  This  I  get  from  Parke, 
who  said  he  could  not  nnd  out  whether  these  three  regiments  had  any 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  If  Warren  has  included 
them  in  the  missing  it  will  reduce  his  losses  in  this  respect.  I  have 
telegraphed  him  to  inquire.  I  expect  he  will  be  attacked  again  in  the 
morning,  as  the  enemy  are  very  tenacious  of  their  hold  on  the  Weldon 
road,  and  will  not  be  likely  to  give  it  up  without  great  effort. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  If),  1864—10.11  p.  m. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  Ac.  : 

Can  you  not  spare  Mott's  division  from  the  line  to  re-enforce  Warren  ? 
The  enemy  have  evidently  taken  everything  from  their  line  and  would 
think  of  no  attack  except  to  dislodge  our  troops  from  the  railroad.  I 
will  bring  Hancock  back  to-morrow  night,  and  then  the  Tenth  Corps 
will  relieve  the  Eighteenth,  giving  us  more  troops  foot-loose. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC, 

August  1<),  Iti6'4 — 11  p.  m. 
General  GRANT  : 

It  will  not  be  possible  to  withdraw  Mott  from  the  lines,  for  it  would 
leave  the  whole  of  the  line  recently  held  by  the  Fifth  Corps  to  be  held 
by  the  colored  division  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  less  than  4,000  strong. 
Warren,  I  think,  lias  men  enough,  provided  the  enemy  do  not  re  enforce 
from  the  James.  Warren,  with  his  own  corps  and  the  two  divisions  of 
the  Ninth  Corps,  ought  to  have,  after  his  losses,  nearly  20,000  men,  and 
I  cannot  believe  the  enemy  can  have  over  12,000.  With  this  prepon 
derance  he  ought  not  only  maintain  his  lodgment  on  the  railroad,  but 
should  be  able  to  drive  the  enemy  into  his  fortifications.  I  have  sug 
gested  to  him  to  try  it  to-morrow  morning,  as  the  way  to  stop  any 
further  flanking  by  the  enemy.  I  have,  however,  left  it  to  his  dis 
cretion,  dependent  on  the  temper  of  his  men,  of  which  he  is  a  better 
judge  than  I  am.  Instead  of  relieving  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  who  are 
familiar  with  the  line  they  now  occupy,  I  would  suggest  the  Tenth 
relieving  Mott  and  the  coloVed  division  of  the  Ninth  that  is  holding  the 
lines  up  to  the  plank  road.  Then 'Hancock  could  go  to  the  Weldou 
road  and  the  Ninth  hold  between  the  plank  and  Weldon  road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  8.15  p.  m.,p.  308. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  275.  j  Washington,  August  19,  1864. 

******* 

13.  First  Lieut.  C.  C.  Chaffee,  Ordnance,  Department,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  the  operation  of  Special  Orders,  Xo.  268,  August  12,  1S64,  from 
this  office,  011  account  of  ill  health. 

******* 

36.  By  direction  of  the  President,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Barnard, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  and  chief  engineer  of  the  armies  operating  in  Vir-^ 
ginia,  is  hereby  assigned  to  duty  according  to  his  brevet  rank. 

******* 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  13.  TOWXSEXD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  prisoners  sent  in  this  morning-  from  the  Fifth  Corps  are 
from  Fry's  and  Davis'  brigades,  of  Heth's  division.  They  report  that  the 
whole  of  that  division  moved  down  the  railroad  yesterday  and  engaged 
the  Fifth  Corps.  They  all  think  that  no  other  troops  took  their  place 
in  the  trenches.  There  are  prisoners  from  Colquitt's  brigade,  of  Hoke's 
division,  who  say  that  that  brigade  is  the  only  one  of  the  division  which 
moved  down  the  railroad.  There  are  also  prisoners  from  Dearing's 
cavalry  brigade.  This  brigade  is  composed  of  the  Seventh  Confederate 
Cavalry,  the  Fourth  North  Carolina,  and  the  Sixty-second  Georgia 
Kegiments.  They  are  in  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division.  They  have  been 
doing  picket  duty  from  the  right  of  their  infantry  line  as  far  down  as 
the  Gurley  house.  Barringer's  brigade  were  doing  picket  duty  on  their 
right,  extending  from  the  Gurley  house  down  toward  Lee's  Mill.  These 
two  brigades,  they  think,  are  all  the  cavalry  left  in  that  vicinity. 
Prisoners  all  report  that  the  enemy  have  no  works  between  the  lead- 
works  and  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Corps.  They 
heard  of  no  troops  coming  from  the  north  side  of  the  James  Eiver  up 
to  the  time  they  were  captured.  One  deserter  from  the  Sixth  Virginia 
Infantry,  Mahone's  old  brigade,  reports  that  he  went  on  picket  night 
before  last;  that  his  brigade  Avas  then  in  the  trenches,  and  that  only 
two  brigades  of  Mahoue's  division  (Wright's  and  Perrin's)  have  left  our 
front.  He  has  not  seen  Harris'  brigade  lately,  and  thinks  it  possible 
that  they  may  have  gone  away.  Colquitt's  brigade  has  been  lying  in 
reserve  in  the  suburbs  of  Petersburg  for  some  time  past,  and  moved 
down  the  railroad  about  10  o'clock  yesterday  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERA:  Five  prisoners  of  war,  taken  by  the  Fifth  Corps  about  3 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  have  just  arrived  here.     They  are  from  Colquitt's 
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and  Cli Human's  brigades,  of  Hoke's  division.  Clingman's  brigade  was 
relieved  by  Ransom's  brigade,  of  Johnson's  division,  this  morning  about 
10  o'clock,  and  marched  down  the  railroad.  Prisoners  state  that  the 
two  mentioned  are  all  the  brigades  of  Hoke's  division  which  have  left 
their  old  position.  They  also  state  that  Clingman's,  Colquitt's,  and 
Mahone's  brigades  made  a  charge  on  the  left  Hank  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
this  afternoon  about  3  o'clock,  lip  to  the  time  they  were  captured  the 
enemy  had  only  driven  in  or  captured  our  skirmish  line.  They  know  of 
no  troops  having  arrived  from  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox.  One 
of  the  prisoners  said  he  saw  General  I).  II.  Hill  near  the  lead-works 
this  morning;  another  prisoner  thinks  that  he  is  on  General  Beaure- 
gard's  staff. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  cOc. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Heth's  division  and  Colquitt's  brigade  are  now  in  front  of  Fifth  Corps 
on  railroad  below  lead-works.  Colquitt's  is  only  brigade  of  Hoke's 
division  which  moved  yesterday.  Bearing's  cavalry,  composed  of 
Seventh  Confederate,  Sixty-second  Georgia,  and  Fourth  North  Carolina, 
together  with  Barriuger's  cavalry  brigade,  are  also  in  front  of  Fifth 
Corps.  Deserter  from  Sixth  Virginia,  who  went  on  picket  night  of  17th, 
states  that  Mahone's  brigade  was  then  in  our  front,  and  that  Wright's 
and  Pen-ill's  are  the  only  brigades  of  Mahone's  division  away  from  here. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Twenty-two  prisoners  of  war,  in  which  two  officers  are 
included,  have  just  arrived  from  the  Fifth  Corps.     They  are  from  Col 
quitt's,  Clingman's,  and  Mahone's   brigades,  and   report   nothing  in 
addition  to  last  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


PLANK  EOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  19,  1864 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  few  stragglers  passing  to  our  left  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad.    All 
quiet.     Camps  unchanged.    _ 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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AUGUST  19,  1864 — 9.55  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
The  rebel  signal  stations  report  one  brigade  of  our  infantry  and 
eighty-six  wagons  moving  past  Battery  5,  toward  our  front.     Colonel 
Bfrent]  orders  the  rebel  stations  to  keep  a  strict  watch  upon  our  move 
ments  this  a.  in. 

FULLER. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS. 

August  19,  1864 — !).05  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 

The  long  train  of  box-cars  reported  to  right  of  factory  was  moved  at 
8  this  a.  m.  toward  the  enemy's  depot  on  Petersburg  and  Richmond 
Railroad.  All  quiet. 

A.  C.  JORDAK 

This  is  the  only  report  left  in  telegraph  office  this  morning. 

OPERATOR. 


GIBBON'S  HOUSE  STATION, 

August  10,  1^64 — 6  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  camp  of  infantry  reported  as  in  the  city  yesterday  has  disap 
peared.  Too  much  wind  this  a.  m.  to  read  enemy's  signals.  Xo  observa 
tion  of  account  could  be  made  after  10.30  a.  m.  on  account  of  fog. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  My  lookout  at  the  plank  road  station  reports  that  at  5 
p.  m.  a  battalion  of  infantry  came  into  view  to  the  left  of  the  lead- 
works  and  halted,  the  rear  being  still  covered.  Four  mounted  men, 
apparently  officers,  were  at  the  head  and  moved  on  to  our  left.  Owing 
to  the  rain  further  observations  could  not  be  made.  The  lookout  was 
of  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  head  of  a  column  of  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  plank  road  lookout  reports  that  a  few  stragglers  are 
passing  southward  on  the  Wei  don  railroad.     This  might  indicate  some 
movement  of  troops  before  daylight.     All  quiet.     Camps  unchanged. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  299 

CITY  POINT,  August  19,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 
General  HANCOCK  : 

Tlie  enemy  claim  to  have  captured  000  prisoners  from  you  on  Tues 
day  and  numbers  at  other  times,  making  in  all  near  1,000.  They  also 
claim  to  have  captured  many  horses.  JIow  far  are  these  statements 
correct  ? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  19,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Received  10.40  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

The  enemy  are  moving  troops  to  Petersburg.  How  many  have  gone 
I  do  not  know,  but  probably  a  division.  If  you  can  find  an  opportunity 
to  attack  any  weak  point  do  not  hesitate  to  do  so.  I  think  it  will  be 
perfectly  safe  for  you  to  have  any  portion  of  your  lines  guarded  merely 
with  pickets,  whilst  all  the  balance  of  the  force  is  being  used  as  an 
assaulting  column. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Gregg  reports  that  he  does  not  know  of  any  horses  being 
captured  in  his  late  light,  fie  had  300  killed  and  wounded  and  a  few 
mired  in  a  swamp.  He  has  33  men  missing,  none  of  whom  he  believes 
to  be  wounded. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major  •  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—11.40  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  sent  for  the  list  of  missing  to  ascertain  the  number  supposed 
to  have  been  taken  prisoners.  1  have  never  heard  of  any  horses  being 
taken,  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  prisoners  being  taken,  except  that  I 
supposed  stragglers  might  have  been.  There  may  have  been  some  loss, 
but  it  was  considered  a  matter  of  so  small  moment  that  it  iiever  was 
presented  to  me  in  the  light  of  captures  by  the  enemy.  When  Gen 
erals  Miles  and  Gregg  were  pressed  back  on  the  Charles  City  road  some 
men  were  missing,  but  it  was  supposed  that  they  had  been  broken  off 
in  the  jungle  and  had  straggled  to  the  rear.  General  Miles  that  even 
ing  reported  150  as  unaccounted  for,  the  most  of  whom  he  supp*osed  he 
could  collect. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864— 12.10 p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

I  have  not  discovered  anything  going  out  of  the  enemy's  line  in  my 
front,  yet  I  am  having  careful  examination  made  with  a  view  to  assault. 
If,  however,  the  lines  appear  to  be  well  manned  I  cannot  promise  suc 
cess.  A  movement  down  the  Charles  City  road  with  0,000  or  8,000 
infantry  and  the  cavalry  might  be  more  successful  than  an  assault  on 
the  lines  here;  but  if  you  consider  an  assault  preferable  I  will  make  it 
at  the  best  point  I  can  determine. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

I  did  not  intend  to  order  how  you  should  attack  or  whether  you 
should  attack  at  all.  Assault,  if  you  think  it  can  be  done  successfully, 
and  in  the  manner  you  deem  best.  All  1  have  to  say  is  that  I  feel  no 
doubt  but  you  can  use  all  your  force  upon  any  point  vou  deem  best. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  19, 1864 — 12.40  p.  m. 

c  ( Received  1  p.  m.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

If  you  can  possibly  spare  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  go  to  our  left  to 
support  the  Fifth  Corps,  send  it.  There  will  be  no  necessity  of  waiting 
for  night  to  start  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—2.40  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  ordered  one  brigade  of  cavalry  to  report  to  General  Meade. 
The  order  went  out  a  little  before  2  p.  m. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — L25  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  careful  examination  of  my  line.  My 
commanders  have  also  made  careful  reconnaissances.  But  one  point  is 
seen  where  an  assault  is  considered  practicable,  this  being  just  below 
the  dam  at  Fussell's  Mill.  The  enemy's  line  is  about  200  paces  from 
our  skirmish  line.  As  to  whether  it  can  be  held  if  takenr  I  cannot  say. 
I  think  I  will  try  it  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  This  place  is  filled 
with  men  as  close  as  though  on  parade.  It  is  about  the  only  place 
where  the  pickets  do  not  fire  on  each  other. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1861 — 7  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Brigadier-General  Girardey's  death  is  noticed  in  the  papers  of  the 
19th,  and  the  following  appears  in  the  editorial: 

The  battles  of  Monday  and  Tuotdaif. — We  have  authentic  information  that  in  the 
series  of  severe  engagements  fought  on  this  side  of  the  river  during  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  culminating  in  the  battle  below  White's  Tavern  on  Tuesday  evening,  our 
entire  loss — killed,  wounded,  and  missing — does  not  exceed  1,000.  Wo  believe  that 
our  killed  will  scarcely  number  100.  The  enemy's  killed  alone  will  exceed  our  losses 
from  all  causes — the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Grant's  loss  is  not  less  than 
7,000  or  8,000. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  19,  1864 — 7.10  p.  m.     (Eeceived  7.22  p.  in.) 
General  GRANT: 

Desiring  to  carry  ont  your  wishes  here,  I  have  had,  since  my  last  tele 
graph,  careful  examinations  of  the  enemy's  line  by  my  chief  of  staff  and 
General  Miles,  to  whom  I  propose  to  give  the  attacking  column.  They 
are  of  the  opinion  I  expressed  to  you,  that  by  putting  in  a  strong  force 
at  a  certain  point  on  my  line  we  can  break  through  the  enemy's  line, 
probably  capturing  300  or  400  prisoners  and  possibly  two  guns,  but 
that  it  is  a  question  as  to  whether  we  could  hold  it,  as  the  point  to  be 
attacked  presents  no  peculiar  feature  and  is  not  as  high  as  the  sur 
rounding  ground.  It  is  an  important  question  how  many  men  the 
enemy  have  opposite  me  now.  I  can  only  say  their  pits  are  well  filled. 
I  would  like  to  know  the  latest  information  you  have  on  this  point,  and 
I  would  like  your  views  on  the  matter  of  the  assault,  as  yon  know  what 
is  occurring  elsewhere  as  well  as  here.  A  rebel  paper  of  19th  speaks 
of  the  engagements  here,  some  admitting  1,000  casualties,  claiming 
that  we  had  1,000  killed.  They  do  not  claim  many  prisoners. 

WJNF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  19,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK: 

I  have  no  information  of  the  withdrawal  of  any  troops  from  the  north 
side  of  the  river  further  thaii  I  telegraphed  you  to-day,  and  those 
proved  to  be  cavalry  and  in  less  numbers  probably  than  a  division.  I 
do  not  think  it  advisable  to  assault  unless  you  feel  satisfied  that  you 
will  gain  a  decided  advantage.  I  want  principally  the  enemy  so  occu 
pied  that  he  cannot  send  off  any  of  his  forces,  and  attacks  made  only 
when  he  leaves  a  weak  place  or  where  he  can  be  surprised.  From  your 
description  I  hardly  think  it  advisable  to  let  General  Miles  attack  in 
the  morning,  but  you  are  a  better  judge  of  this  matter  than  I  am.  Ex 
ercise  your  own  judgment. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1861. 

General  GRANT: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  I  had  almost  completed  my  preparations 
for-  attack  and  hoped  to  be  successful,  but  with  the  proviso  that  a 
division  of  infantry  had  been  withdrawn  by  the  enemy.  With  their 
force  not  diminished  I  should  anticipate  a  severe  tight  after  carrying 
the  line,  without  any  advantage  on  my  side,  as  my  force  would  be  con 
siderably  disorganized  by  the  assault.  I  suppose  I  could  fight  14.000 
men,  of  which  3,000  are  on  picket,  not  including  Gregg's  remaining  bri 
gade  of  cavalry.  After  reading  your  dispatch  I  have  concluded  not  to 
assault  in  the  morning,  but  to  perfect  my  arrangements  and  take  ad 
vantage  of  any  weakening  of  the  enemy  hereafter.  The  rain  to-night 
softens  the  ground  so  where  I  wish  to  place  artillery  in  close  proximity 
to  the  enemy,  making  it  very  difficult  to  move  12-pounders,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  willing  to  postpone  for  this  additional  reason.  These  pieces 
have  to  be  put  in  position  by  hand.  Gregg  has  1,000  cavalry  here. 

WINT'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 

(Received  10.40  p.  in.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

Hoke's,  Heth's,  and  Mahone's  divisions  came  out  and  attacked  War 
ren  this  evening.  A  heavy  tight  ensued,  with  considerable  loss  in  pris 
oners  captured  on  each  side.  As  we  understand,  Johnson's  division  is 
also  at  Petersburg.  This  leaves  Wilcox,  Pickett,  and  Field,  with  the 
possibility  of  part  of  Pickett's  division  gone  to  the  Valley,  to  guard 
from  Petersburg  to  the  James  and  to  confront  you  on  the  north  side. 
There  must  be  a  weak  point  somewhere. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  to  General  Butler.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  19,  1864 — 10.40  p.  m.     (Received  11.50  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  According  to  my  information,  which  is 
necessarily  imperfect,  Field  and  Wilcox  are  here,  and  Wright's  brigade, 
of  Wilcox's  division.  These  troops  must  number  nearly  as  many  men 
as  I  have,  now  that  Mott  is  absent.  From  what  General  Birney  informed 
me  last  night,  I  imagined  that  Pickett  had  left  General  Butler's  front. 
I  shall  try  and  avoid  being  deceived  here  by  the  enemy  weakening 
materially  their  force,  and  am  willing  to  try  whether  the  weak  point  is 
here  or  not. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
General  GRANT  : 

That  you  may  know  exactly  how  matters  are  here,  I  will  say  that  I 
consider  a  much  larger  force  necessary  here  for  the  offensive  than  for 
the  defensive ;  and  though  I  should  have  to  contract  my  lines,  I  can 
still  spare  a  division  of  Tenth  Corps  and  maintain  a  respectable  show 
here.  This  is  sent  you  on  the  supposition  that  you  really  feel  desirous 
of  calling  for  some  of  my  force,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  force  the 
enemy  here  yet. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 12  m. 
General  GRANT: 
Richmond  Examiner  of  to-day  has  following  telegram: 

PETERSBURG,  August  IS,  18G4. 

A  force  of  the  Fifth  Corps  of  the  enemy,  assisted  by  cavalry,  broke  through  our  cav 
alry  lines  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  Weldou  railroadjust  above  Six-Mile  Station, 
tearing  up  a  portiou  of  the  road,  some  say  as  much  as  two  miles.  H.  H.  Walker's 
and  Davis' (Mississippi)  brigades  coming  on  the  raiders,  a  sharp  right  ensued,  the  result 
of  which  is  not  fully  ascertained.  One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  prisoners,  including 
eight  officers  captured  in  the  tight,  have  arrived  here.  The  enemy  is  in  retreat  by 
the  latest  advices.  The  prisoners  say  the  movement  had  a  twofold  object,  to  draw- 
troops  from  our  front,  in  order  if  possible  to  charge  on  works,  and,  secondly,  to  break 
the  road.  General  Frank  Gardner  has  been  assigned  to  the  Defenses  of  Mobile.  Two 
thousand  men  are  reported  as  having  advanced  from  Pensacola  toward  Mobile. 

I  will  send  you  the  paper  by  the  mail-boat  in  the  morning. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  18(>4 — 8.45  a.  m.     (Received  9.45  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Warren  had  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  enemy  yesterday 
afternoon,  but  held  his  position,  which  is  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  about 
a  mile  this  side  of  the  Blick  house.  The  enemy  were  re-enforcing  in 
front  of  Warren  all  yesterday  afternoon  and  last  night.  General  Mott's 
division  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  Corps  this  morning,  and  the 
troops  so  relieved  have  gone  to  Warren.  Nothing  decisive  lias  as  yet 
resulted  from  the  movement  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  At  about  2  a.  m.  last 
night  the  enemy  opened  from  several  of  his  batteries  in  front  of  the 
Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps.  All  is  quiet  now. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A  ssista  n  t  A  dj  utant-  Genera  I. 


CONFIDENTIAL  )  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

CIRCULAR.     }  August  19,  18(>4 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  desires  an  assault  made  on  some  part  of 
the  line  to-day.  Commanding  officers  will  therefore  satisfy  themselves 
how  many  troops  they  can  spare  for  such  a  purpose,  whether  on  their 
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own  line  or  not.  It  is  the  instruction  of  the  major-general  command 
ing  to  leave  the  line  pretty  much  with  the  pickets  to  hold,  and  to  use 
nearly  all  his  force  for  assault,  if  made.  Commanders  will  have  their 
lines  carefully  examined  and  carefully  watched  for  any  practicable 
point  that  may  exist  or  any  sign  of  weakness  that  may  be  shown.  Two 
days'  rations  will  be  issued  at  once. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  W,  1SGL 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  A.  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second.  Corps: 

COLONEL:  In  reply  to  your  telegram  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
151  are  missing  in  this  command,  all  from  the  Second  Brigade,  of  which 
102  are  supposed  to  be  taken  prisoners. 

I  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier- Genet  al  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  10,  1801 — S.-10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  prisoners  taken  by  my  pickets  say 
that  they  broke  through  General  Warren's  right,  through  the  Thirteenth 
[Nineteenth  ?]  Indiana.  The  Seventh  Wisconsin  connects  with  my  left, 
but  report  no  connection  on  their  left.  Prisoners  report  three  brigades 
as  the  attacking  force,  commanded  by  Archer,  Clingman,  and  Mahone. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Briga  dier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1861. 
Col.  JOHN  PULFORD, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the  regi 
ments  belonging  to  General  Bragg's  brigade  be  ordered  by  you  to  join 
your  line  the  h'rst  thing  in  the  morning,  following  the  telegraph  line. 
You  will  give  the  necessary  attention  to  this  matter,  so  as  to  have  Gen 
eral  Warren's  request  (as  above)  carried  out.  General  Warren  tele 
graphs  at  the  same  time  that  he  has  made  his  arrangements  to  tight 
at  daybreak  if  the  enemy  chooses;  if  not,  he  will  re-establish  the  line 
at  that  time.  If  the  fight  should  take  place  and  the  line  not  be  re-estab 
lished,  you  will  refuse  your  left  somewhat,  throwing  out  vedettes  suffi 
cient  to  keep  up  a  connection.  This  matter  must  be  attended  to 
promptly. 

lam,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  dtid  Assistant  Adjutant- General* 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augmt  19,  186-1 — 5  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  send  twenty-one  prisoners  taken  yesteiday..  One  of  them,  IS".  B. 
Smith,  Twelfth  Tennessee,  says  he  is  a  deserter,  and  is  disposed  to  foe 
communicative. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  /.v,  1864.  •  (Received  7  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  *SY«/': 

Colonel  Spear  lias  driven  the  enemy's  cavalry  pickets  as  far  down 
the  railroad  to  within  a  mile  of  Reams'  Station,  and  pickets  all  the  roads 
between  that  point  and  this  coming  in  from  the  west.  I  have  directed 
him  to  withdraw  the  District  of  Columbia  cavalry.  General  Ayres 
reports  as  follows :  "  The  enemy  are  in  force  on  our  front.  They  were 
at  work  most  of  the  night  strengthening-  their  position.  Picket-firing 
is  going  on  to  some  extent."  I  have  not  received  any  report  this  morn 
ing  from  General  Crawford.  I  have  sent  out  for  him  to  make  connec 
tion  with  his  lines  with  the  Ninth  Corps.  General  Willcox  has  arrived 
and  is  now  near  the  Gurley  house. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

AityiiNt  Hi,  1SG4 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-Genera  1  HUMPHREYS  : 

General  Crawford  reports  that  there  is  no  apparent  change  in  the 
position  or  force  of  the  enemy  in  his  front,  except  that  they  have 
retired  their  skirmish  line  about  300  yards  opposite  the  front  of  his  left 
brigade.  The  skirmish  line  of  that  brigade  has  been  advanced,  accord 
ingly,  preserving  the  connection  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  Second 
Division. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

The  accompanying  dispatch*  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  to  the 
major-general  commanding  is  sent  for  your  information  and  guidance. 
In  addition  to  the  2,000  men  under  Willcox,  4,000  men  from  General  Parke 
will  reach  you  during  the  day.  The  major-general  commanding  desires 
to  know  whether,  in  your  judgment,  these  re-enforcements  are  sufficient 
for  your  purposes.  You  should  at  all  hazards  maintain  your  hold  on  the 
Weldon  railroad,  and,  if  practicable,  extend  your  line  to  connect  with 

*  See  Grant  to  Meade,  S.r.O  a.  in.,  p.  293. 
20  R   R — VOL   XLII,    PT   II 
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the  Ninth  Corps.  If  the  enemy  can  be  pushed  back  nearer  to  the  lead- 
works  so  as  to  shorten  the  line  connecting  with  the  left  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  done. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864—11  a.  M. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  think  with  the  force  you  are  sending  me  it  will  be  safe 
to  trust  me  to  hold  on  to  the  railroad.  I  have  been  all  the  morning 
endeavoring  to  get  up  a  proper  connection  with  the  Ninth  Corps  as  close 
to  Petersburg  as  possible,  and  have  met  no  obstacle  except  the  dense- 
ness  of  the  woods,  which  seems  to  be  a  great  difficulty  to  the  officers  in 
cbarge  of  the  line.  We  are,  however,  progressing.  The  enemy  left  a 
good  many  dead  on  the  ground  we  fought  on  yesterday.  There  are 
some  indications  that  his  main  force.has  been  withdrawn  to  Petersburg 
defenses,  leaving  a  thin  line  in  his  intrenchments  here.  I  am  making 
every  exertion  to  ascertain  this.  The  destruction  of  the  railroad 
depends  so  much  upon  the  ability  to  burn  the  ties  that  it  looks  unprom 
ising  now. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1861—12.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

Your  telegram  of  11  a.  m.  just  received.  General  Humphreys  is 
absent.  As  it  is  now  determined  to  maintain  our  lodgment  on  the 
railroad,  its  destruction  becomes  a  matter  of  secondary  importance. 
There  is  some  delay  in  relieving  Parke's  troops,  owing  to  the  covered 
ways  being  tilled  with  water,  lie  is  ordered  to  send  them  to  you  by 
brigades  as  fast  as  relieved.  Is  there  not  a  shorter  road  for  the  infantry 
to  move  than  by  the  Williams  house  ?  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  visit 
you. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  186i — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

A  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  to  the  major-general  com 
manding,  dated  3  p.  m.,  states  a  brigade  of  cavalry  has  been  ordered 
to  report  to  you  and  that  200  railroad  men  have  been  sent  to  you  to 
destroy  the  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

The  enemy  have  just  broken  through  the  picket  of  General  Bragg, 
between  his  brigade  and  the  Ninth  Corps.  My  troops  are  in  position 
and  I  will  give  him  a  good  turn. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  10,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  signal  sta 
tion  is  respectfully  forwarded : 

2.30  P.  M. 

The  rear  of  a  column  of  infantry  (about  two  brigades)  moved  to  our  left  between 
1.45  and  2.15  p.  m.  on  line  of  \Veldon  railroad.  Head  of  column  could  not  be  seeu 
on  account  of  rain.  Many  stragglers  followed.  Battery  in  our  front  opened  on  a 
brigade  of  infantry  passing  by  our  station  to  the  left.  Battery  near  station  is  reply 
ing. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

[Indorsement.] 

Received  4  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  Major-General  Warren. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 6.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  upon  the  'arrival  of  the 
brigade  of  cavalry  from  Gregg's  division  and  of  the  railroad  men  you 
send  them  with  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  some  artillery  to  clear  the 
enemy  from  Reams'  Station  and  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  south  from 
your  position  as  practicable.  The  commanding  general  directed  General 
Parke  to  collect  some  reserve  troops  and  drive  back  the  enemy  that 
had  broken  through  the  picket-line  near  his  left,  and  re-establish  the 
line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 6.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  enemy  broke  through  the  line  I  had  just  established  between  my 
position  and  that  on  the  plank  road,  and  moving  rapidly  on  my  right 
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flank,  compelled  the  whole  of  Crawford's  and  Ayres'  divisions  to  fall 
back.  A  heavy  tight  took  place,  and  the  whole  line  lias  been  regained, 
taking  many  prisoners.  They  are  from  Mahone's,  Heth's,  and  Hoke's 
divisions.  Our  loss  is  heavy,  being  considerable  in  prisoners.  I  will 
report  more  definitely  when  I  get  returns. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Genera  l\ 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—7.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  whether  you  have  re-estab 
lished  the  picket-line  where  it  was  broken  on  your  right.  Upon  his 
return  he  met  your  supply  train  on  the  Williams  house  road  going  out. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864.     (Received  8.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  made  arrangements  to  connect  my  picket-line  to-night  along 
the  road  by  Aiken's.  Potter's  division  is  at  Ai ken's.  We  will 
straighten  up  all  we  can  to-night  and  be  ready  for  tight  if  necessary  in 
the  morning. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Mojo  r-  G  enera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19 ,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  announcing  the  falling  back  of  Crawford  and  Ayres, 
and  the  subsequent  driving  back  of  the  enemy  and  re-establishment 'of 
the  line  is  received.  The  commanding  general  thinks  you  should  make 
the  connection  with  the  intrenchments  at  the  plank  road  to-uight  with 
the  re-enforcements  sent  you  to-day,  and  that  they  should  intrench 
there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 8.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  find  my  losses  in  prisoners  have  been  very  considerable.  Nearly  all 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  are  missing  and  a  great  many  in  the 
other  brigades  of  General  Crawford.  Cutler's  division  will  not  be  much 
reduced  when  we  get  it  together.  Ayres  has  lost  very  heavily  and 
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General  Hayes  is  missing.  We  have  possession  of  all  ground  fought 
over,  numerous  prisoners,  and  two  stand  of  colors.  I  do  not  think  it 
possible  to  establish  the  line  across  to-night  as  suggested  in  your  dis 
patch.  I  have  Willcox  and  White  in  good  position  to  maintain  my 
position.  They  have  both  been  engaged.  Potter's  men  did  not  get 
further  than  the  Aiken  house  and  I  have  stationed  them  there  for  to 
night.  We  are  well  disposed  as  we  can  be  against  the  enemy  if  he 
attack  in  the  morning.  The  enemy  everywhere  fell  back  from  our  attack 
to-night  in  confusion,  and  if  the  troops  had  only  held  a  little  against  the 
flank  attack  they  could  have  stood  it.  If  I  could  reoccupy  the  line  of 
the  picket  which  was  broken  to-day  I  would  not  think  it  advisable.  We 
will  try  it  in  the  morning  if  not  attacked,  and  if  we  are  we  are  just  right 
now. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN:  » 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  the  good  news  you  send,  and  most  heartily 
congratulate  you  [and]  your  brave  officers  and  men  on  your  success.  It 
will  serve  greatly  to  inspirit  the  whole  army,  and  proves  that  we  only 
want  a  fair  chance  to  show  our  capacity  to  defeat  the  enemy.  I  hope 
he  will  try  it  again.  Jn  the  meantime  J  would  try  and  get  the  Ninth 
Corps  on  the  left  to  prepare  a  line  and  slash  it  well,  so  as  to  secure  the 
connection  with  the  plank  road.  Parke  has  a  few  available  troops  and 
I  will  direct  him  to  occupy  as  much  of  the  line  with  them  as  he  can. 

GEO.  G.  MEABE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

The  Seventh  Wisconsin  Regiment  and,  I  believe,  an  Indiana  regiment 
were  cut  off  during  the  break  this  afternoon  and  are  now  with  the  left 
of  General  Mott's  line.  I  have  directed  General  Mott  to  use  his  utmost 
to  re-establish  the  connection  with  your  right. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch*  just  received  from  the  lieutenant-general  com 
manding.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  withdraw  Mott,  as  he  suggests,  as 
it  would  leave  the  whole  of  the  line  recently  held  by  your  corps  to  be 
held  by  the  colored  troops,  less  than  4,000  strong.  A  deserter  has 
come  in  to  Parke  who  belongs  to  a  brigade  of  Heth's  yet  in  our  front. 
He  says  only  two  of  Heth's  brigades  went  up  to  the  railroad.  On  this 

*See  Grant  to  Meade,  10.11  p.  iu.,  p.  295. 
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I  do  not  rely,  but  the  fact  of  his  brigade  being  in  our  front  shows  that 
all  of  Heth's  is  not  in  your  front.  Some  prisoners  taken  this  p.  in.  by 
Parke's  people  say  the  attack  on  your  right  flank  was  made  by  three 
brigades,  one  of  Mahone's  and  two  of  Hoke's  division.  I  think  you 
have  in  your  front  nearly  all  of  Heth's,  three  brigades  of  Mahone's  and 
two  of  Hoke's,  probably  a  division  and  a  half,  say  10,000  men.  Could 
you  not  attack  them  to-morrow  with  all  your  force  before  they  are 
re-enforced  from  the  north  of  the  James ?  I  think  if  your  men  are  in 
good  spirits  it  will  be  your  best  chance,  but  I  only  make  the  sugges 
tion. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Maj  or-  Genera  L. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
,  August  19,  1864.     (Keceived  12.15  a.  in.  20th.) 

Major-Geueral  MEADE: 

We  are  prepared  with  the  supports  you  have  given  us  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  to  try  to  hold  our  own.  We  have  lost  in  numbers  but  not  in 
morale.  The  same  number  6*f  our  troops  could  not  be  better  situated 
to  show  their  strength  than  we  are  now,  and  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  me  to  have  Mott's  division  retained  with  Parke  than  to  have  it  here. 
If  we  are  not  strong  enough  to  beat  the  enemy  we  cannot  be  taken.  I 
have  given  orders  to  advance  at  daylight  in  every  direction  and  will 
govern  my  movement  according  to  the  developments  under  your  sanc 
tion  where  it  is  practicable. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  Genera 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

General  Potter  is  now  moving  to  join  you  with  a  portion  of  the  Second 
Division.  The  other  brigade  will  follow  as  soon  as  relieved.  He  will 
have,  all  told,  about  2,400  infantry.  He  has  been  instructed  to  report 
to  you.  General  Willcox  left  this  a.  m.  to  report  to  you.  I  presume  he 
has  joined  you  ere  this.  General  White  will  follow  soon. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
General  PARKE: 

I  wish  you  would  give  directions  to  those  regiments  of  General 
Bragg's  brigade  to  join  us  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  following  the 
telegraph  line.  I  have  made  my  arrangements  to  light  at  daybreak  if 
the  euenw  chooses ;  and  if  not,  we  will  re-establish  the  line  and  put 
your  corps  on  it.  Your  corps  fought  bravely  today. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  1!),  1864. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  directed  by  Major- 
General  Parke,  commanding-  the  Ninth  Corps,  to  move  my  command  to 
your  position  and  report  to  you  for  further  instructions.  My  command 
is  now  being  relieved  by  other  troops,  and  will  be  ready  to  move  within 
two  or  three  hours.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  the  bearer, 
Captain  Howe,  of  my  staff,  be  informed  as  to  the  proximate  position  I 
am  to  occupy,  in  order  that  the  command  may  be  guided  there  by 
him. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  If),  1864 — 3.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  the  enemy  arc  reported  moving  down  on  General  Ay  res'  and  Col 
onel  Lyle's  front  in  heavy  force,     lie  directs  you  to  at  once  put  your 
command  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  front  and  keep  so  until  dark. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  yon  to  have  the 
timber  in  front  of  your  line  slashed  as  much  as  possible,  so  as  to  make 
it  as  strong  as  you  can,  and  inform  him  frequently  of  the  practicability 
of  forcing  the  enemy's  line  back.  General  Willcox's  division,  2,000 
strong,  has  arrived  to  our  support.  As  soon  as  practicable  please  send 
in  an  approximate  list  of  your  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — If  you  need  more  axes  for  slashing  purposes  let  me  know. 
(Same  to  General  Crawford.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
General  AYRES: 

The  fact  of  the  enemy  leaving  his  dead  on  the  ground  may  indicate 
that  he  has  withdrawn  to  Petersburg  and  may  have  only  a  thin  line  in 
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bis  breast-works.  1  wish  you  would  use  every  exertion  to  make  out 
the  real  state  of  the  case.  I  will  send  Hayes'  dispatch*  to  Crawford 
with  the  same  request  I  make  of  you. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

AuffiMt  1!>,  1X64—0.25  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  thinks  you  had  better 
try  and  push  the  enemy's  pickets,  so  as  to  see  as  far  ahead  as  you  can, 
and  let  him  know  as  soon  as  practicable  what  is  the  result. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  division  directs  that  the  above 
order  be  executed  at  once,  and  the  result  reported. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ayros: 

GEO.  L.  CHOISY, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp  and  Aetg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 

Colonel  Dushane  will  keep  up  the  connection  with  the  pickets  on  his 
right. 

By  coirimand  of  Brigadier-General  Ayres  : 

GEO.  L.  CHOISY, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS. 

August  19,  1864— 1.10 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Gene /•«/,  Fifth  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  sharp  picket-firing  on  Colonel 
Lyle's  front  for  a  short  time.  It  has  ceased.  From  all  information  that 
can  be  gained  it  is  believed  that  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  is  along  the 
woods  beyond  the  corn-field.  It  is  supposed  the  picket-tire  is  sus 
pended  to  allow  us  to  bury  theirs  and  our  dead.  I  ordered  that  done 
and  a  list  of  the  numbers  sent  in.  My  operations  of  yesterday  termi 
nated  satisfactorily  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to  drive  us 
from  this  position.  I  state  this,  as  it  may  be  thought  by  some  because 
my  line  temporarily  broke  that  I  was  repulsed.  VVhen  the  attack  was 
made  I  was  on  the  defensive.  It  was  the  enemy's  attack.  My  picket- 
line  has  been  pushed  to  the  front  of  the  woods.  That  is  a  better  posi 
tion  for  it  than  where  it  was  yesterday;  it  then  being  in  a  corn-field 
had  a  very  limited  field  of  vision.  When  it  fell  back  (the  Twelfth  U.  S. 
Infantry  composed  it)  it  brought  off  all  its  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


!See  Hayes  to  Choisy,  9  a.  111.,  p.  313. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE. 

August  19,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  CHOISY, 

Actg.  Asst.  Acljt.  Gen.,  Second  Div.,  Fifth  Army  Corps : 

SIR:  Our  picket-liue  OH  the  left  of  railroad  has  advanced  to  front 
of  woods  taking  fifty  of  enemy's  dead.  His  line  at  this  point  is  prob 
ably  beyond  corn-field.  Our  pickets  occupy  his  works  on  front  of 
woods.  On  right  of  railroad  Colonel  Lyle's  pickets  have  not  advanced 
to  front  of  woods.  Our  wounded  report  enemy  moving  to  our  left. 
We  are  bringing  off  our  killed  and  wounded. 

J.  HAYES, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE, 

August  19,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  CHOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

The  officer  of  picket  in  front  of  my  line  reports  the  enemy  sending 
heavy  columns  to  our  left  across  the  railroad.     Colonel  Lylehas  moved 
to  right.    I  have  placed  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infantry  in  front  line  on  right  of 
railroad.    I  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  how  heavy  the  columns  are. 
Yours,  &c.. 

JOSEPH  HAYES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE, 

August  19,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  CHOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  enemy  are  showing  a  heavy  force  in  our  front  in  corn-field. 
Colonel  Lyle  had  a  report  twenty  minutes  since  that  the  enemy  were 
moving  down  on  us  in  line  of  battle. 

JOSEPH  HAYES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 9.15  a.  m. 
General  CRAWFORD: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  just  received  fr.om  Ayres.*  It  seems  to  indi 
cate  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn.  I  wish  every  practicable  effort 
made  to  ascertain.  Have  Lyle  advance  as  Hayes  has  done. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 

COLONEL:  The  Third  Brigade  (Colonel  Hartshorne)  on  the  right  of 
the  division  remains  unchanged,  the  line  ranging  from  150  to  200  yards 

*  See  Hayes  to  Cboisy,  9.  a.  m.,  third,  ante. 
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from  the  enemy's  main  line  oi  works,  who  appear  in  the  same  force  as 
yesterday.  The  Second  Brigade  (Colonel  Wheelock)  remains  the  same 
as  last  evening,  both  line  of  battle  and  skirmish  line.  The  skirmish 
line  is  about  150  yards  in  front  of  the  battle  line,  and  about  the  same 
distance  from  the  enemy's  line  of  works.  No  apparent  change  in  the 
force  or  line  of  the  enemy.  The  First  Brigade  (Colonel  Lyle)  also 
remains  unchanged,  connecting  on  the  left  with  the  Second  Division. 
The  skirmish  line  of  the  enemy  has  retired  300  yards  to  the  center  ot 
the  corn-n'eld  and  Colonel  Lyle  has  advanced  his  skirmishers  to  near 
the  edge  of  woods.  Wounded  men  report  that  in  retiring  the  enemy 
gained  ground  to  their  right. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  There  is  no  apparent  change  in  the  position  or  force  of  the 
enemy  in  my  front,  except  that  they  have  retired  their  skirmish  line 
about  300  yards  opposite  the  front  of  my  left  brigade.     The  skirmish 
line  of  that  brigade  has  been  advanced  accordingly,  preserving  the  con 
nection  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  Second  Division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL  :  The  connection  with  the  Ninth  Corps  pickets  is  formed. 
They  connect  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  Aiken  house,  bearing 
10  degrees  north  of  east.    I  shall  make  the  line  as  straight  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—10.15  a.  m. 
General  CRAWFORD  : 

From  what  I  cail  learn  by  Major  Roebling,  you  have  not  got  the  con 
nection  with  the  Ninth  Corps  at  all  where  I  wanted  it.  I  wish  it  to 
begin  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  reserves,  then  in  a  northeast  direction 
to  the  angle  in  the  picket-line  whore  1  went  with  you,  if  it  can  be  done. 
If  not,  then  as  nearly  there  as  you  can.  This  will  enable  the  line  to 
watch  the  enemy  toward  Petersburg;  will  not  take  half  the  men  you  now 
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have  on,  and  will  relieve  much  of  the  Ninth  Corps  pickets.    I  sent  Cap 
tain  Cope  to  aid  in  this,  but  he  has  not  returned  yet.    You  will  have  to 
stir  this  matter  up. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — General  Brngg's  lino  will  have  to  be  taken  away  from  where 
it  now  is  and  put  where  I  want  it,  and  he  must  superintend  it  person 
ally  and  not  employ  a  start' officer. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 
[Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps:] 

GENERAL,:  I  have  retaken  the  intrenchments  but  there  is  no  connec 
tion  with  my  right.  Hartranft's  brigade,  of  Willcox's  division,  has 
only  advanced  as  far  as  the  road  to  my  rear  which  they  picket.  My 
force  is  not  strong  enough  to  stretch  out.  I  beg  you  will  order  that  the 
connection  be  made  to-night.  1  have  it  rebel  color.  The  enemy  burst 
in  Bragg's  brigade  on  my  right  and  came  down  the  line.  Our  artillery 
threw  shells  into  our  own  intrenchments  on  my  left,  and  greatly  em 
barrassed  the  men.  I  have  lost  Hartshorne  and  Carle  and  was  once 
surrounded  myself. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  W,  1864—7.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Captain  Bache  has  just  reported  with  General  Mott's  division. 
General  Willcox's  division  got  off  between  4  and  o  o'clock.  He  had,  by 
the  last  return,  2,115  equipped  men. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ]!),  1864.     (Received  9.20  a.  in.) 
General  PARKE: 

How  many  men  will  you  be  able  to  relieve  with  Mott's  division  and 
send  to  Wrarren  ? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  1'.),  1864 — 9.25  a.  in. 
General  MEADE: 

I  will  be  able  to  relieve  Potter's  and  White's  divisions — about  4,000 
men.     White's  can  be  relieved  at  once  and  sent  to  Warren.     There  may 
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be  some  difficulty  in  relieving  Potter's  owing  to  the  water  holes  in  the 
covered  ways  compelling  the  troops  to  expose  themselves;  still  we  will 
attempt  it.  Officers  are  now  conducting  Mott's  men  to  their  positions. 
General  Mott  will  relieve  a  brigade  of  Ferrero  to-night.  General  Will- 
cox  got  off  about  5  a.  m. ;  as  yet  no  report  from  him. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1664 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  when  General  Barnard  arrives.  I  will 
inform  you  the  moment  that  Potter's  and  White's  divisions  are  relieved 
and  ready  to  march.  Shall  I  order  them  to  move  to  Warren  as  soon  as 
relieved  without  further  orders  ? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY*  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—10.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Have  the  last  of  the  troops  relieved  by  Mott's  division  begun  to 
move  to  Warren  yet?  Please  report  the  disposition  of  the  troops  hold 
ing  the  intrenchmeuts  in  your  front  as  soon  as  it  is  completed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  10,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Yours  of  10.40  received.    Mott's  troops  are  now  relieving  Potter  and 
White.    As  soon  as  relieved  I  will  report. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—10.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  10.30  a.  in.  is  received.  Potter  and  White  should 
move  to  Warren  as  soon  as  relieved,  without  waiting  the  one  for  the 
other  or  for  further  orders.  I  will  let  you  know  when  General  Barnard 
arrives,  and  if  you  cannot  leave  your  headquarters  he  can  go  to  you. 
Are  you  at  Buruside's  old  headquarters  f 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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MOTT'S  LEFT  BRIGADE, 
Chieves'  House,  August  19,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Colonel  Pulfonl,  commanding'  Mott's  left  brigade,  reports  that  the 
break  was  made  through  General  Warren's  picket-line,  three  regiments 
to  the  left  of  our  connection.  The  colonel  thinks  that  the  enemy  then 
turned  to  their  right  and  were  engaged  by  General  Warren's  troops. 
Colonel  Pulford's  men  have  '2~>  enlisted  men  and  2  officers  prisoners, 
who  state  that  they  became  detached  from  the  command  and  lost. 
Some  of  them  were  stretcher-bearers,  and  say  they  belong  to  Hoke's 
brigade,  Mahone's  division.  Colonel  Pulford  had  strengthened  his 
line,  and  preserves  his  connection  with  Warren's  regiment  on  our  left. 
Colonel  Pulford  has  sent  out  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  from  those  regi 
ments  of  the  Fifth  Corps  if  their  connection  with  the  main  body  is  per 
fected.  General  Mott  and  I  will  remain  here  until  we  hear  from  this 
connection. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General . 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps:  ' 

Has  the  picket-line  been  re-established  between  your  left  and  War 
ren's  right?  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  force  of  the  enemy  that 
broke  it— that  is,  what  became  of  it? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

General  Warren  reports  that  the  enemy,  after  breaking  through  the 
picket-line  on  his  right,  compelled  Crawford  and  Ayres  to  fall  back.  A 
heavy  fight  ensued,  and  the  ground  was  regained  and  the  line  re-estab 
lished.  Many  prisoners  were  taken  from  Heth's,  Mahone's,  and  Hoke's 
divisions.  General  Warren  is  directed  to  establish  his  line  to  connect 
with  yours  to-night.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  aid  in  this 
with  such  available  force  as  you  have. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 9.15  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  Chieves  house  and  found  your  two 
dispatches  of  7.45  and  8  p.  m.  My  dispatch  from  the  Chieves  house 
gives  all  the  information  I  could  acquire.*  Your  dispatch,  8  p.  m.,  I 

*  See  7.30  p.  m.,  third,  ante. 
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have  forwarded  to  General  Mott  and  requested  that  he  do  all  in  his 
power  to  re-establish  the  connection  with  General  Warren.  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  negro  troops  are  fit  for  such  a  service,  under  the  cir 
cumstances,  but  should  the  commanding  general  desire  it  I  will  direct 
that  a  portion  of  these  be  employed  in  this  service. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

A  deserter  has  just  come  in  from  the  line  of  intrenchmeuts ;  says  he 
left  the  enemy's  picket  line;  belongs  to  the  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina, 
Cooke's  brigade,  Heth's  division.  Says  two  brigades  of  Heth's  division 
have  gone  down  to  the  Weldon  railroad — Walker's  and  Davis'. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—9.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

A  dispatch  from  General  Warren,  just  received,  shows  that  his  troops 
do  not  occupy  the  same  line  as  before  the  fight.  He  says  he  will  con 
nect  his  picket-line  to-night  along  the  road  by  Aikeu's  and  straighten 
up  all  he  can,  and  if  not  attacked  to-morrow  morning  will  endeavor  to 
re-establish  the  line  of  to-day.  I  sent  him  your  dispatch  about  his 
three  regiments.  Connect  your  picket-line  with  his  to-night.  His 
troops  do  not  extend  to  his  right  farther  than  the  Aiken  house  unless 
I  misapprehend  his  dispatch.  He  does  not  consider  it  practicable  or 
desirable  to  connect  his  troops  with  yours  to-night  and  intrench  them 
there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—10.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth   Corps: 

Have  the  last  of  the  troops  relieved  by  Mott's  division  begun  to 
move  to  Warren  yet?  Please  report  the  disposition  of  the  troops 
holding  the  iutrenchments  in  your  front  as  soon  as  it  is  completed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—10.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

A  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant  suggests  to  the  major- 
general  commanding    sending    Mott's  division  to  General   Warren. 
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While  the  commanding'  general  does  not  think  all  of  Mott's  division 
could  be  spared,  yet  supposes  you  may  be  able  to  detach  some  part  of 
it  to  General  Warren,  lie  desires  to  know  about  this  and  what  part 
of  it  can,  in  your  judgment,  be  spared. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  1'J,  1864 — 11.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  dispatch  of  10.50  just  received.  General  Mott's  entire  division 
is  in  position  on  the  line.  One  brigade  of  his  might  be  spared  by 
returning  the  brigade  of  colored  troops  to  their  old  position  on  the  line. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864—12.15  p.  m. 

General  WHITE, 

Commanding  Division,  Ninth  Corps,  or 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  TROOPS  RELIEVING  GENERAL  WHITE: 

SIR:  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  dispatch  from  General  War 
ren.  The  Strong  house  is  not  far  distant  from  the  Jones  house,  a  little 
to  the  south  of  west.  You  will  perceive  that  this  materially  shortens 
your  original  line.  General  Warren  has  directed  his  picket-line  to 
move  forward,  lou  should  direct  your  left  to  move  forward  in  con 
nection  with  General  Warren's,  preserving  the  alignment  and  your  con 
nection  to  the  right.  Please  be  on  the  lookout  for  any  movement  of 
the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.l 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

General  PARKE: 

GENERAL:  I  have  thrown  an  infantry  picket  across  from  my  right, 
striking  yours  at  the  Strong  house.  I  have  taken  off  the  cavalry  that 
connected  with  yours,  and  all  that  part  of  your  line  south  of  the  Strong 
house  can  be  withdrawn.  My  picket-line  is  directed  to  move  forward, 
and  I  hope  to  get  it  to  the  front  so  as  to  connect  with  your  most  west 
ern  point. 

Respectfully, 

a.  K.  WARREN. 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WHITE, 

Commanding  Division: 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Warren  directs  ine  to  say  that  you  will 
bring'  your  command  to  this  point  by  the  most  direct  route,  and  cam]) 
for  the  present  near  General  Willcox,  whose  location  will  be  pointed 
out  to  you  on  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 3 .45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Division  : 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Warren  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Ihc 
enemy  are  reported  moving  down  in  force  on  General  Ayres'  front,  also 
in  front  of  Colonel  Lyle.     He  desires  you  to  have  your  command  at 
once  put  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  front,  and  keep  it  so  until  dark. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864.     (deceived  10  p.  m.) 
General  PARKE: 

The  corps  did  finely  to-day.  General  Warren  compliments  us  highly. 
Hartranft  and  White  stood  the  brunt  of  Mahone's  division  and  cap 
tured  some  prisoners.  Humphrey  recaptured  some  works  temporarily 
lost  and  captured  0  officers  and  48  men.  Potter  got  up  just  in  time  to 
save  the  road  of  communication. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FOURTH  Div.,  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

year  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  19,  1864 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Captain  HICKS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fourth  Division,  Xinth  Army  Corps  : 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  There 
was  very  heavy  cannonading  along  our  lines  from  11.30  to  near  morn 
ing.  Capt.  George  D.  Moore,  Twenty-third  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  was 
shot  dead  by  a  sharpshooter,  the  ball  passing  through  the  lungs. 
There  were  two  men  wounded  in  the  Twenty-third,  one  in  the  Nine 
teenth,  and  one  in  the  Twenty-eighth. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  THOMAS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  19,  1864. 
Colonel  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Second  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL:  All  quiet  this  morning.  The  enemy  still  holds  the  inter 
section  of  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City  roads.  My  pickets  con 
nect  from  Deep  Run  to  Malvern  Hill,  running  down  the  Charles  City 
road  to  the  Second  Creek,  thence  by  a  road  west  and  near  the  road  to 
Willis'  Church,  and  down  the  Quaker  road  to  the  Hill.  In  the  aft'air  of 
yesterday  evening  the  dismounted  cavalry  held  successfully  the  works 
at  the  intersection  of  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City  roads  against 
the  attack  in  front,  and  quit  them  only  when  the  enemy  had  passed 
by  the  right  and  left  to  their  rear.  Last  night  the  enemy  fell  back  in 
rear  of  this  line  of  works. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Conulg.  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  19,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Colonel  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Second  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL:  The  intersection  of  the  New  Market  and  Charles  City 
roads  is  held  by  my  pickets. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 
[Brigadier-General  GREGG:] 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a 
brigade  of  cavalry  as  soon  as  practicable  to  report  to  Major-General 
Meade.  With  your  remaining  force  you  must  arrange  to  give  early 
information  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  on  our  right.  Please  send 
me  word  how  many  men  you  have  left  for  duty.  If  necessary  a  brigade 
of  infantry  can  hold  the  cross-roads  where  you  were  attacked  last  night. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

It  is  important  that  the  brigade  of  cavalry  should  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  left  for  service  with  General  Warren  about  the  Weldou 
railroad.  Lieutenant-General  Grant  said  it  was- not  necessary  to  wait 
for  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

21   R  R — VOL   XLII,    PT   II 
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AUGUST  19,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  COMSTOCK, 

City  Point: 

Bridge  will  be  ready  at  8  p.  in.  There  are  two  approaches  on  the 
north  side  of  river — one  very  steep,  directly  up  the  bill,  the  other 
round  the  base  of  the  bluff;  the  last  fit  for  artillery  and  wagons,  the 
first  entirely  practicable  for  infantry.  I  would  suggest  that  General 
Hancock  send  a  staff  officer  to  direct  the  wagons  and  artillery  by  the 
latter  road,  as  if  the  former  gets  choked  it  will  entirely  block  the  col 
umn  by  that  route. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  ]SToRTii  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  19,  1864. 

General  U.  S.  GRANT  : 

The  following  rebel  signal  messages  were  intercepted  by  the  signal 
officer  at  the  Mills  house,  on  south  bank  of  the  Appomattox,  two  miles 
above  Spring  Hill: 

AIICHKR'S  HOUSK  STATION,  August  10,  1864. 
O.  O.  U.  C., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Petersburg : 

Colouel  .Simmons,  commanding  General  Thomas'  brigade,  reports  that  his  sharp 
shooters  stationed  near  pontoon  bridge  say  that  stragglers  were  crossing  toward 
Prince  George  from  daylight  and  are  still  passing,  and  about  7  a.  m.  a,  brigade  of 
infantry  went  the  same  way. 

K. 

AUCUEU'S  HOUSE  STATION,  August  19,  1S64—10  a.  m. 
PETERSBURG  STATION  : 

What  is  the  news  from  the  fight  to-day?     Is  the  Weldon  railroad  cut? 


Answer  from  Petersburg : 
Have  no  news.     The  road  is  cut. 


K. 


O.  A.  U. 


B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  19, 

Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

Have  you  positive  evidence  of  the  presence  of  Pickett's  division  any 
where  on  your  front1?  I  ask  because  General  Halleck  telegraphs  that 
evidence  which  has  heretofore  proven  reliable  reports  the  whole  of 
Longstreet's  corps  moving  from  Culpeper  into  the  Valley.  I  know 
Field's  division  is  here, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  General, 
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HDQRS.  I) KPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  Augmt  10,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  in.) 
Lieutenant-Geueral  GRANT, 

Commanding  j  <tc. : 

I  have  no  positive  evidence  of  Pickett's  division  lately.  That  a 
portion  of  it  withdrew  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  I  have  no  doubt, 
because  some,  dismounted  cavalry  was  among'  a  portion  of  the  picket- 
line  in  our  front;  but  yesterday  afternoon  troops  came  back  into  the 
rebel  lines  who  had  been  there  before,  because  one  of  the  captains  in 
talking  with  an  olHcer  of  the  picket-line  stated  to  me  a  circumstance 
which  happened  to  his  company  two  weeks  ;igo.  I  believe  that  but  a 
brigade  or  two  of  Pickett's  division  is  before  us.  I  am  surprised  at 
your  information  that  Field's  division  is  not  here.  Most  of  the  prison 
ers  captured  by  the  Tenth  Corps  were  from  brigades  of  that  division. 
The  Richmond  Sentinel,  which  i  sent  you  yesterday,  speaks  of  Ben- 
ning's  brigade  and  another  which  I  do  not  recollect,  both  of  which  are 
in  Field's  division,  having  made  a  charge  on  our  lines  on  Wednesday. 
You  will  see  by  the  intercepted  signal  message  of  the  rebels  that 
Lane's  brigade  is  near  the  Appomattox. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DKPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  1!),  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT. 

Commanding  Armies  of  the   United  Mates: 

GENERAL:  From  all  I  can  hear  the  colored  troops  belonging  to  the 
Ninth  Array  Corps  have  been  very  much  demoralized  by  loss  of  officers 
and  by  their  repulse  of  the  30th.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  arrangement  which  was  spoken  of  earlier  in  the  season  may  be  car 
ried  out  and  they  be  assigned  to  me  to  take  the  place  of  the  100-days' 
men  who  are  going  home.  Perhaps,  by  adding  them  to  the  Eighteenth 
Corps,  we  can  get  in  condition  by  and  by  to  start  that  corps  out  in  an 
efficient  manner  upon  the  expedition  suggested.  For  long  marches  in 
the  enemy's  country  I  much  prefer  colored  troops;  there  are  with  them 
no  stragglers.  Allow  me  to  suggest  whether  the  Ninth  Corps,  under 
the  circumstances,  might  not  be  added  to  the  Fifth  and  Tenth,  as  it 
has  substantially  lost  its  corps  organization,  and  we  might  dispose  of 
a  troublesome  question  now  pending. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  yours, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  19,  1864—10  p.  in. 
General  BUTLER: 

Warren,  in  occupying  yesterday  the  Weldon  railroad,  was  attacked 
by  the  enemy.  Some  confusion  existed  at  lirst  by  the  partial  giving 
way  of  the  Maryland  Brigade,  of  Ayres1  division,  that  were  out-flanked. 
This  was  corrected  and  the  enemy  handsomely  repulsed.  Warren 
establishing  himself  in  the  railroad  within  about  a  mile  of  the 
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enemy's  fortifications.  To-day  lie  was  re-enforced  by  a  portion  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  relieved  by  Mott's  division,  bub  about  4  p.  in.  the  enemy, 
having  moved  between  Warren's  position  and  the  plank  road,  attacked 
him  sharply  in  front  and  flank.  Warren  was  obliged  at  first  to  with 
draw  his  line  to  covet  his  flank,  but  as  soon  as  he  had  executed  this 
maneuver  he  attacked  the  enemy,  driving  him  in  disorder  back,  and 
re-establishing  his  former  line.  The  losses  are  reported  heavy  on  both 
sides.  General  Hayes,  commanding  liegular  Brigade,  is  missing. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Hancock.) 


DUTCH  GAP,  August  JO,  1864 — .S  a.  m. 
General  BUTLER: 

Shelling  last  night  by  a  light  gun  battery  to  the  northwest.     Xo 
damage  done. 

LTJDLOW, 

Major. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTII  CAROLINA, 

CHIEF  ENGINEER'S  OFFICE, 

August  10,  186 i— 10  a.  m. 
Captain  LUBEY, 

Commanding  Pontoon  Bridge,  Deep  Bottom: 

Commence  immediately  to  build  the  approaches  for  a  second  pontoon 
bridge  just  above  the  one  below  Four-Mile  Creek,  taking  the  pontoon 
bridge  brought  up  by  Captain  Henderson.  As  soon  as  the  approaches 
are  all  ready  send  mo  word.  You  will  then  be  instructed  to  build  the 
bridge,  so  that  it  will  be  ready  for  use  by  7  o'clock  this  evening.  It 
may  be  necessary  for  the  roadways  on  the  other  side  to  be  repaired, 
so  that  the  passage  over  the  two  bridges  will  not  interfere  with  each 
other.  In  this  case,  and  in  any  other,  if  you  wish  a  detail  of  infantry 
to  aid  you  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  in  your  vicinity  for  aid 
by  order  of  General  Butler,  showing  this  dispatch  if  necessary  for 
that  purpose.  Answer  if  this  can  all  be  done. 

PETER  S.  MICHIE, 
First  Lieutenant.  U.  8.  Engineers,  Acting  Chief  Engineer. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  19,  1864. 

The  following  dispatcli  received  from  the  major-general  commanding 
the  department  is  promulgated  for  the  information  of  this  command: 

AUGUST  14,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY  : 

Dispatch  received.  All  honor  to  the  bravo  Tenth  Army  Corps.  These  four  guns 
will  make  a  gap  in  the  enemy's  line  by  which  I  trust  you  will  go  through.  You  have 
done  more  than  was  expected  of  you  bv  the  lieutenant-general. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )   HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  1'5.  J  In  the  Field,  Fuwir.s  Mill,  Va.,  August  19, 1864. 

The  major-general  commanding  congratulates  the,  Tenth  Army  Corps 
on  its  success.  It  lias  on  each  occasion,  when  ordered,  broken  the 
enemy's  strong  lines,  and  has  captured,  during  this  short  campaign,  4 
siege  gnus,  protected  by  the  most  formidable  works,  G  colors,  and  maiiy 
prisoners.  It  has  proved  itself  worthy  of  its  old  Wagner  and  Sumter 
renown.  .Much  fatigue,  patience,  and  heroism  may  still  be  demanded 
of  it,  but  the  major-general  commanding  is  confident  of  the  response. 
To  the  colored  troops  recently  added  to  us  and  fighting  with  us  the 
major-general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  for  their  uniform  good 
conduct  and  soldierly  bearing,  setting  a  good  example  to  our  veterans 
by  the  entire  absence  of  straggling  on  the  march. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.)        HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  19,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  assume 
command  of  the  troops  at  Deep  Bottom. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Biriiey: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS,  . 
No.  7."i.  )  Xear  Hatcher'*,   Va.,  August  19,  1864. 

******# 

2.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps, 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  troops  at 
Dee])  Bottom,  Va. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Turner: 

ISRAEL  11.  SEALY, 
Capt.,  Forty-seventh  New  York   Vols.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

August  19,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT-GENERAL.  WARREN'S  CORPS: 

SIR:  In  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  the  commanding  general,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  headquarters  are  on  the  ra'ilroad  at 
Perkins'  house,  south  of  the  general's  quarters  about  one  mile. 
I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  P.  SPEAK. 
Colonel  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  JJrigade. 


HEADQUARTERS,  &c., 
August  19,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

SIR:  About  the  center  of  my  line  was  charged  at  8  o'clock  by  one 
company  of  rebel  cavalry  and  the  enemy  handsomely  repulsed.     I  send 
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two  prisoners  captured.  They  report  three  regiments  of  cavalry  on  my 
front,  on  the  Van  glum  road.  The  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry 
will  be  here  to-night.  I  have  strengthened  my  pickets  and  will  make 
a  thorough  reconnaissance  at  daylight,  and  report  in  person.  If  you 
could  let  me  have  one  company  oi'  infantry  at  once  I  could  use  them  at 
great  advantage.  One  of  the  prisoners  is  a  very  intelligent,  shrewd 
mail. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  SPEAK, 
Colonel,  Command!  ny  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1804 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  send  you  two  dispatches  from  General  Warren,  one  received  at  1 
a.  m.  this  day,  from  which  I  hoped  "Warren  would  be  able  to  take  the 
offensive.  This  morning,  not  hearing  from  him,  a  call  was  made  for  in 
formation,  to  which  was  sent  the  dispatch*  of  Colonel  Locke,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  now  forwarded.  A  deserter  who  came  in  last  night 
asserts,  as  many  have  done  previously,  that  the  enemy  are  mining  on 
Beauregard's  front. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Auyuxt  20.  1$C>-1 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Genera]  GRANT  : 

I  forward  dispatch  t  just  received  from  General  Warren,  from  which 
you  will  see  all  hopes  of  any  offensive  movements  on  his  part  are  at  an 
end,  and  that  it  is  now  questionable  whether  he  can  establish  a  line 
with  his  present  force  from  the  Weldon  road  to  the  plank  road.  In 
structions  have  been  sent  to  him  to  employ  Gregg's  cavalry  and  the 
working  party  from  City  Point  in  destroying  the  railroad  and  not  to 
detach  any  part  of  his  infantry. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  ISO  i— 12.50  p.  m. 

Lieuten ant-General  GRANT: 

i  send  two  dispatches  received  this  a.  m.  Your  attention  is  called  to 
the  statement  of  the  deserter  from  Finegairs  brigads,  which  is  directly 
in  conflict  with  the  report  from  General  Hancock  this  a.  m.,  both  parties 
averring  of  their  own  knowledge  that  Wright  and  Perrin,  of  Mahone, 
are  at  the  same  time  in  front  of  Hancock  and  Warren. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

Major-  General. 

'  See  Looke  to  Humphreys,  Jt.20  a.  m.,  p.  338. 
t  See  Warren  to  Meade,  10  a.  in.,  p.  338. 
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HEADQUARTERS  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864. 
Major-General  I  IUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  rebel  deserter  just  sent  in  states  that  be  left  his  regi 
ment,  Second  Florida,  Finegan's  brigade,  still  occupying  their  old 
position  at  about  11  p.  in.  yesterday.  Finegan's  brigade,  he  thinks,  is 
the  only  brigade  of  Mahone's  division  left  in  the  trenches.  He  states 
that  Sanders  and  Wright's  brigades  returned  from  north  side  of  James 
River  night  before  last;  says  lie  is  well  acquainted  with  members  of 
Wright's  brigade,  whom  he  saw  yesterday,  and  was  told  by  them  that 
the  other  brigade  of  the  division  had  also  returned.  He  thinks  they 
marched  down  the  railroad,  as  they  did  not  take  position  in  vicinity  of 
Fiuegau's  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McEXTEE. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  20,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina  Regi 
ment,  Cooke's  brigade,  Heth's  division,  who  left  his  picket-line  last 
night  and  arrived  here  this  morning,  reports  that  his  brigade  was  lying 
in  the  trenches  when  he  saw  it  last  (yesterday  evening).  The  right  of 
Cooke's  brigade  rests  on  the  fort  in  front  of  old  Chimney,  and  extends 
to  within  about  400  yards  of  the  mine.  Kirkland's  brigade  is  on  the 
right  of  Cooke's.  Fry's  (Walker's  old),  and  Davis'  brigades,  he  states, 
have  gone  down  the  railroad  below  lead-works.  This  man  seems  quite 
confident  that  the  enemy  are  mining  somewhere  on  Beauregard's  line, 
as  volunteer  miners  were  called  for,  and  several  from  his  regiment  were 
at  work  somewhere  on  the  left  of  Heth's  division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain,  Ac. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  20,  1864— 1JO  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE,  Commanding,  &c.: 

I  have  ordered  General  Hancock  to  withdraw  from  the  north  side  of 
the  river  to-night  and  move  back  to  his  old  position.  When  there  you 
can  send  him  to  the  support  of  Warren  with  the  other  brigade  of 
Gregg's  cavalry.  If  the  enemy  comes  out  to  attack,  we  will  have  the 
advantage  of  position.  If  they  hold  their  lines  only  and  persist  in 
sending  more  troops  to  the  Valley  we  can  extend  still  farther.  I  am 
not  so  particular  about  holding  the  Weldon  road  permanently  as  I  am 
to  destroy  it  effectually,  and  to  force  the  enemy  to  attack  us,  with 
advantages  on  our  side.  Two  hundred  railroad  men  with  Hancock  were 
ordered  yesterday  to  report  to  Warren.  They  must  be  near  there  now, 
and  will  destroy  more  railroad  in  a  day  than  a  division  of  troops. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1861—1.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Your  telegram  of  1.10  received.  The  Avorking  party  referred  to 
passed  here  at  9.30  a.  m.  and  are  without  doubt  now  Avith  Warren,  but, 
I  fear,  like  Gregg's  cavalry,  they  will  report  themselves  exhausted  and 
mint  for  service  from  long  marching.  The  roads  are  very  bad  and  very 
trying  to  man  and  horse.  Hancock  will  not  probably  be  here  before  8 
or  9  to-morrow  morning,  and  Avill  then  also  be  tired  and  exhausted.  I 
propose  to  detain  him  on  the  plank  road  and  let  him  hold  as  far  to  the 
left  of  that  road  as  practicable,  thus  freeing  the  Ninth  Corps  to  operate 
with  Warren  on  the  Weldon  railroad  and  covering  the  left  flank.  If 
the  idea  of  extending  beyond  the  Weldon  railroad  is  entertained,  it  is 
absolutely  essential  a  strongly  fortified  line  should  be  constructed  and 
held  between  that  railroad  and  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  Hancock 
can  make  such  line  to  meet  the  line  HOAV  held  by  Warren  and  part  of 
the  Ninth  Corps.  As  it  is  made  and  strengthened  Hancock  can  extend 
to  the  line  and  free  more  of  the  Ninth  or  Fifth  Corps.  If  such  line  is 
not  made  any  force  on  the  railroad  is  liable  to  have  both  flanks  turned. 
With  this  line  the  enemy  Avill  be  compelled  to  maneuver  on  our  left 
flank,  Avhere  we  can  collect  available  reserves  to  meet  him. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  20,  l8Gi — 3.-IO  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  etc. : 

Yon  can  use  the  Second  Corps  as  you  propose.  I  have  no  idea  of 
extending  farther  to  the  left,  unless,  as  stated  in  my  dispatch,  the 
enemy  should  persist  in  sending  more  .troops  to  the  Valley.  I  want 
to  hold  the  Weldon  road,  though,  permanently  if  easily  done,  and  to 
thoroughly  destroy  it  if  it  cannot  be  held. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  20,  1864 — 8.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  etc-.  : 

Richmond  papers  of  to-day  claim  to  have  captured  2,000  prisoners 
from  Warren.  Is  not  this  far  above  his  estimate.!  What  number  did 
Warren  capture,  and  what  does  he  estimate  the  loss  of  the  enemy  at? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Warren's  return  of  casualties  for  the  18th  showrs  392  missing.  His 
report  this  morning,  Avhich  I  forwarded  to  you,  gave  1,500  as  all  the 
losses  of  his  corps  yesterday,  but  did  not  discriminate  between  the 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  I  have  sent  your  telegram  to  him  with 
directions  to  let  me  know  the  missing  in  his  corps  and  the  Ninth  on  the 
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L'Oth.  Uis  losses,  I  know,  from  reports  of  others,  were  nearly  all  in 
prisoners.  Xo  succinct  report  of  the  affair  has  been  made,  and  1  have 
sent  you  all  1  have  received. 

GEO.  (1.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  Aitf/iifft  So,  1801 — 12  noon. 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL: 

Cavalry  horses  are  needed  to  mount  dismounted  men.  I  will  inform 
you  shortly  how  many  as  soon  as  Generals  Gregg  and  Kautz  can  be 
heard  from.  I  had  asked  for  f>00,  part  of  which  have  been  received. 
Please  cause  more  to  be  sent  at  once,  if  possible.  Both  these  generals 
are  doing1  successful  fighting  on  the  Weldon  road,  and  if  kept  well  sup 
plied  LOW  with  horses  may  be  able  soon  to  strike  the  Danville  road. 

INGALLS. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  M,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Col.  G.  II.  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Deserter  from  Finegan,  who  came  in  this  a.  m..  states  that  Wright's 
and  Sanders'  brigades  returned  from  other  side  of  .James  on  night  of 
•18th  instant.  I  understand  the  following  to  be  the  position  of  the 
enemy's  troops:  Mahone's,  Harris',  Perriifs,  Wright's,  Colcjuitt's,  Cliug- 
man's.  Fry's  and  Davis'  brigades,  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps;  Hansom 
relieved  Clingmau;  Cooke  and  Kirklaud  are  still  in  the  trenches;  Fine 
gan  with  balance  of  Beauregard's  command  still  occupy  their  old  posi 
tions. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  cOc. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

Any  nut  20,  186-L 
Major  General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  titaff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  llichardson's  battery  of  Washington 
Artillery,  just  examined,  states  substantially  as  follows:  lie  left  his 
battery  this  morning  about  10  o'clock,  and  walked  into  our  lines  near 
the  plank  road.  The  Washington  Artillery  is  at  present  stationed  in 
the  enemy's  advanced  fort  on  their  right  of  the  plank  road.  There  are 
six  guns  (four  howitzers  and  two  riHed  guns)  in  that  fort.  The  guns 
are  removed  from  that  position  every  night  and  taken  in  rear  of 
the  main  line  of  works.  They  are,  returned  about  •'$  a.  in.  every  day. 
Informant  states  that  the  three  brigades  of  Mahone's  division,  vix, 
Sanders',  Harris',  and  Wright's,  which  were  on  the  north  side  of  .lames 
River,  returned  to  our  front  yesterday  evening.  This  is  confirmed  by  a 
prisoner  from  the  Fourteenth  Alabama  Regiment,  who  was  sent  in  by 
Fifth  Corps  to-day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.1.  McKXTEE, 

Captain,  tOc. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  20,  1861. 

(Received  8.15  p.  in.) 
Captain  McENTEE, 

Headquarters  Army  of  Hie  Potomac: 

We  have  news  from  Orange  Court-House  from  our  own  men  up  to 
Wednesday  morning  last.  No  troops  had  passed  there  from  General 
Lee's  army  since  the  division  of  Lougstreet's  corps,  which  passed  two 
weeks  ago  to-day,  except  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry.  Both  the  old  men 
agree  that  no  infantry  has  passed  either  way  for  the  past  two  weeks. 
Deserters  sent  in  from  General  Hancock  left  their  lines  after  sunrise 
this  morning.  Late  last  night  Field's  division  and  the  two  brigades  of 
Anderson's  division  were  still  on  General  Hancock's  front.  What  else 
they  did  not  know,  if  any,  except  that  there  was  still  right  smart  of 
cavalry  on  north  side.  The  line  of  Pickett's  division  between  the  two 
rivers  remains  unchanged. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 
(Same  to  Lieutenant  Davenport.) 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  PROVOST-MAHSIIAL-GENERAL, 

In,  the  Field,  August  2(>,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

Deputy  Provost-Marshal-General,  City  Point: 

Nothing  new,  save  deserters  report  six  regiments  of  Pickett's  divis* 
km  as  having  left  our  front  and  gone  to  the  north  side  of  the  James. 

JOHN   I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  20,  1804 — 'J.15  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet.     Camps  unchanged. 

II.  W.  FITLTON. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  20,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Impossible  to  make  observations  on  account  of  the  unfavorable  con 
dition  of  the  atmosphere.  Heavy  tiring  on  our  left  on  line  of  Weldon 
railroad. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  20,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

A  brigade  of  about  1,500  rebel  infantry  moved  out  of  Petersburg  at 
11  this  a,  in.,  moving  to  the  left.  The  enemy  are  very  busy  strength 
ening  the  four-gun  battery  to  the  left  of  white  house  on  Cemetery  Hill. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 
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HEADQUARTERS   ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1861 — 1.25  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  station  near  the 
Gibbon  house: 

12.30  p.  M. 

Another  column  of  infantry,  ;ibout  2.000  in   number,  has  just  moved  out  of  city 
at  a  cross  roads,  going  to  the  left.     No  trains  or  artillery. 

JORDAN. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 

Major  and  Chief  &i</nal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

I  have  notified  Wfarren],  and  of  the  former  report. 

A.  A.  II. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  station  near 
the  Gibbon  house: 

4.20  P.  M. 

Three  regiments  of  infantry  have  .just  passed  out  of  the  city,  moving  toward  our 
left.  They  were  followed  by  six  ambulances  and  four  wagons.  T\vo  caissons  on  the 
same  road,  moving  toward-thc  city. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

August  20,  1864 — 6..20  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 
Nothing  new  since  report  of  4.20  p.  in. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  SfATioN, 

August  20,  1861—7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  5.30  p.  m.  three  regiments  of  infantry  moved  to  "our  left  on  Wei- 
don  railroad,  many  stragglers  passing  and  repassing  on  same  road 
during  the  day.  Xo  other  movements  visible  from  here  to-day. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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AUGUST  20,  1804. 
Capt.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Rebel  message  received  as  follows : 

Colonel  B[UEXT], 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

As  soon  as  log  cleared  up  observed  unusual  activity,  from  which  1  supposed  move 
ments  had  been  taking  place.  One  regiment  of  infantry  in  old  camp  in  open  space 
to  onr  left  of  Cobb's.  Three  companies  of  cavalry  just  crossing  pontoon  from  Ches 
terfield.  Six  pieces  of  artillery,  with  eight  horses  to  each,  and  sixteen  wagons 
crossed,  going  in  the  same  direction.  Eight  ambulances  passed  Broadway  road 
going  toward  City  Point.  Stragglers  constantly  crossing  pontoon  going  toward 
Petersburg.  Heavy  works  at  the  end  of  Gilliain's  farm  have  been  manned. 

OPERATOR 

at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Very  respectfully, 

TUGS.  II.  FEAKEY, 

Second  Lieutenant. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1861 — 2.30  -p.  m. 

The  following  project  for  the  disposition  of  the  three  corps,  in  accord 
ance  with  communications  received  from  the  lieutenant-general  com 
manding  armies  in  the  field,  is  sent  for  your  information  and  guidance: 

1.  Major-Gencral  Hancock  will  withdraw  from  Deep  Bottom  tonight 
and  reach  the  vicinity  of  his  former  camp  toward  noon  to-morrow,  when, 
with  his  corps,  he  will  hold  the  mtrenchments  now  held  by  Mott's 
division  and  extend  from  the  plank  road  toward  the  Weldoii  railroad, 
in  the  direction  of  the  position  held  by  the  Fifth  Corps  on  that  road, 
and  intrench  strongly,  slashing  wherever  it  can  be  done. 

2.  Major-General  Parke,  commanding  Ninth  Corps,  will  withdraw 
Ferrero's  division  to-night  from  the  redoubts  and  trenches,  where  it  is 
now  held  in  support  of  Mott's  division,  and  mass  it  in  rear  until  the 
same  are  occupied  by  General  Hancock's  troops,  when,  with  his  corps, 
he  wrill  hold  on  Hancock's  left,  as  far  toward  the  Fifth  Corps  as  practi 
cable,  strengthening  his  position  by  iiitrenchments,  slashing,  &c. 

«'i.  Major-General  Warren  will  occupy  the  remainder  of  the  line  to  the 
Weldon  railroad  and  the  left  of  the  army  covering  that  road,  and  will 
strengthen  his  position  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

4.  The  line  from  the  plank  road  to  the  Weldon  railroad  need  not  be 
pushed  up  against  the  enemy's  works,  but  will  be  established  by  the 
corps  commanders  on  the  best  ground  for  holding  between  the  iiitrench 
ments  on  the  plank  road  and  the  position  where  the  left  must  rest  on 
the  Weldon  railroad. 

5.  The  remainder  of  Gregg's  cavalry  will  be  moved  from  Deep  Bot 
tom  to-night,  and  the  cavalry  now  with  the  army  will  picket  on  its  left 
and  rear  and  cover  the  operation  of  destroying  the  Weldon  railroad. 

(J.  So  far  as  ifc  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  security  of  his  pres 
ent  position  and  operations,  General  Warren  will  have  such  parts  of  the 
iiitrenchments  and  slashings  made  on  the  lines  indicated  as  he  may  nnd 
practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  20,  1861. 
Capt.  IT.  V.  SLOSSON, 

Comdg.  Company  7),  Fifteenth  New  York  Vol.  Engineers: 
You  will  proceed  with  eighty  men  and  the  two  officers  of  your  com 
pany  in  charge  of  the  raft  now  making  up  to  Broadway  Lauding  on  the 
Appomattox,  where  you  will  lay  your  bridge.  You  will  be  careful  not 
to  go  up  the  river  far  enough  to  be  seen  by  the  enemy  until  after  dark. 
You  will  take  tin  lanterns  with  you,  taking  care  that  they  shall  not  be 
seen.  In  order  to  prevent  this  keep  a  man  between  the  light  and  the 
enemy.  Tomorrow  morning  you  will  leave  your  two  lieutenants  and 
sixty  men  in  charge  of  the  bridge,  and  return  yourself  with  the  bal 
ance  of  your  command  to  this  place.  The  men  who  are  to  remain  will 
take  two  days'  rations  with  them.  A  tng  will  be  in  readiness  to  take 
you  up  the  river  between  5  and  5.30  this  p.  in.  It  is  expected  that  the 
bridge  will  be  laid  before  !).3()  p.  m. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  II.  W.  Beiiham: 

CIIANXIXG   ('LAPP, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  20,  1864. 
Lieut.  F.  S.  LIVINGSTON,  Aulc-de-Camp : 

As  soon  as  General  Hancock's  troops  have  crossed  the  bridge  at 
Broadway  Landing  you  will  cause  it  to  be  rafted  and  brought  here 
again  with  Captain  Slosson's  company,  retaining  the  tug  you  have 
with  you  for  this  purpose. 
Bv  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  IT.  W.  Benham: 

CHANGING  CLAPP. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  t>0,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Gen  era!  GRANT  : 

Reports  from  General  Gregg  as  to  losses,  £c.,  have  not  been  received 
beyond  that  of  last  night.  The  following  are  the  numbers  of  missing, 
including  stragglers  and  those  supposed  to  be  captured,  exclusive  of  the 
cavalry  operating  on  this  side  of  the  river  (this  includes  the  14th 
instant).  Missing, unaccounted  for,  0  officers  and  540 men;  supposed  to 
be  captured,  7  officers  and  303  men.  The  report  of  the  cavalry  as  to 
men  and  horse's  will  be  furnished  you  as  soon  as  received.  The  losses 
were  given  by  General  Gregg  last  night,  and  are  supposed  to  be  cor 
rect.  They  were  trifling. 

WIXFD   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ,20,  186 L 
General  GRANT,  City  Point: 

The  following  is  General  Gregg's  report  of  men  and  horses  missing, 
corrected  from  that  of  last  night.  1  send  it  that  the  report  may  be 
complete:  Men,  30;  horses,  35.  The  greater  part  of  these  horses  were 
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swamped  ill  Deep  Creek  and  abandoned.  It  is  not  known  whether 
any  of  them  lived  to  be  extricated  by  the  enemy.  While  in  the  swamp 
many  were  shot. 

WINF'D    S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  ~>o,  1861 — f).-l()  a.  m. 
Major-General  IlANCOCK: 

You  may  withdraw  from  the  north  of  the  river  to-night,  marching  by 
way  of  Bermuda  Hundred  and  across  the  Appomattox  at  the  pontoon 
bridge  back  to  your  old  camp.  Leave  the  Tenth  Corps  to  cover  the 
crossing  of  the  Second  Corps  and  cavalry.  After  you  are  entirely  out 
of  the  way,  the  Tenth  Corps  Avill  return  to  their  places  at  once,  or  may 
take  up  a  shorter  line  and  hold  it  until  to-morrow  night,  as  you  and 
General  Birney  may  deem  most  advisable.  If  anything  through  the 
day  should  give  you  ail  advantage  where  you  arc,  this  order  will  not 
be  observed. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ^6>,  18(14.     (Received  10.45  a.  m.) 
General  GRANT: 

A  deserter  from  Forty-fourth  Alabama,  Law's  brigade,  Field's  division, 
came  in  this  morning.  He  states  that  the  enemy  have  one  brigade  in 
single  rank  and  seven  or  eight  guns  on  the  high  hill  on  the  New  Market 
road  to  the  right  and  left.  Their  troops  are  deployed  in  the  usual  order ; 
does  not  know  of  any  change  in  troops.  He  .saw  a  brigade  moving  to 
our  right  a  little  before  dark  last  night,  but  does  not  know  where  they 
came  from  or  who  they  were.  Says  the  talk  among  the  men  is  that  two 
divisions  are  there,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  Kershaw's 
division  has  gone  to  Early,  but  they  are  looking  for  it  back.  Thinks 
Pickettis  still  across  the  James.  His  regiment  has  about  100  muskets; 
started  with  nearly  900,  many  of  whom  have  deserted.  Says  Alabama 
is  full  of  deserters.  His  regiment  was  under  marching  orders  night 
before  last,  during  the  tiring  at  Petersburg.  He  knows  that  this  morn 
ing,  besides  all  of  Field's  division,  Sanders',  late  Perriu's,  brigade,  and 
Wright's  brigade,  of  Mahone's  division,  are  there;  also  McGowan's 
brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division.  General  Lee  was  there  the  evening  the 
enemy  attacked  General  Birney.  From  his  account  this  attack  was  a 
general  affair,  the  whole  line  being  under  orders  to  advance  if  the  attack 
on  our  right  was  successful.  He  says  they  knew  that  the  Tenth  Corps 
and  part  of  the  Second  Corps  are  here. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 

(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864—11.10  p.  m. 
General  GRANT  : 

Is  there  a  pontoon  bridge  at  Bermuda  Hundred?  I  am  ordered  to 
march  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  but  it  is  not  stated  whether  a  bridge  lias 
been  thrown  there  or  whether  1  am  to  cross  at  Point  of  Rocks. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  20,  1864 — Lr>0  p.  m. 
General   HANCOCK: 

You  will  cross  at  Point  of  Rocks.  If  material  for  a  bridge  at  Broad 
way  Landing  can  be  raked  tog-ether  one  will  be  thrown  across  there. 
Of  this  you  will  soon  be  advised. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1861 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  GRANT  : 

I  sent  you  a  dispatch  this  morning,  asking  whether  I  was  to  go  back 
by  way  of  Bermuda  Hundred  Landing,  as  might  be  implied  from  the 
order,  or  whether  it  was  intended  1  should  cross  at  Point  of  Rocks  by 
the  usual  route.  Thinking  you  may  not  have  received  the  dispatch,  I 
repeat  the  substance. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

August  20,  1864 — 3  p.  m.     (Received  3.37  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Lieutenant  General  Grant  desires  me  to  say  that  there  will  be  two 
bridges  for  you  to  cross  the  Appomattox  on,  one  at  Point  of  Rocks, 
the  other  at  Broadway,  and  that  thus,  with  the  two  bridges  at  Deep 
Bottom,  you  will  have  two  roads  for  your  movement.  1  think  but  one 
of  the  bridges  at  Deep  Bottom  is  prepared  for  wagons. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


CITY  POINT,  August  20, 1864 — 3.10  p.  m. 

(Received  3.35  p.  m.) 
General  HANCOCK: 

A  pontoon  will  be  laid  at  Broadway  Landing  this  evening,  and  will 
be  ready  for  you  two  hours  after  dark. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieut ena  n  t-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT,  August  20,  1S64 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  4.UG  p.  m.) 
General  HANCOCK: 

The  words  Bermuda  Hundred  should  not  have  occurred  in  my  dis 
patch.  As  Colonel  Comstock  telegraphed  there  will  be  two  bridges 
across  the  Appomattox,  one  at  Point  of  Rocks  and  one  at  Broadway, 
and  you  should  take  the  best  route  from  Deep  Bottom  to  them. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.^  August  20,  1861 — i.'M  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

There  will  be  a  bridge  for  you  at  Broadway,  on  the  Appomattox,  and 
the  old  bridge  at  Point  of  Rocks,  giving  you  two  lines  to  move  on. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  20,  1801. 
General  GRANT: 

Richmond  Sentinel  of  20th  says: 

About  3  o'clock  this  evening,  19th,  the  arrangements  being  completed,  our  forces 
uttiickccl  in  trout  and  Hank  Warren's  Yankee  corps  which  had  made  a  temporary 
lodgment  on  the  Weldon  railroad  two  miles  below  here,  driving  them  two  miles, 
capturing  over  2.000  prisoners,  including  General  Hayes  and  a  number  of  stand  of 
colors.  No  news  1'rom  any  other  sources. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  186-1—9.30  p.  m. 
Lieutcnant-Gencral  GRANT : 

My  chief  of  staff,  who  is  at  General  Butlers  headquarters,  informs 
me  that  the  roads  are  three  feet  in  water  in  some  places.  He  says  that 
the  troops  cannot  be  over  before  morning;  therefore  I  have  directed 
them  to  proceed  under  the  orders  to  their  destination.  The  night  is 
very  dark,  and,  of  course,  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  on  that 
account.  One  division  complete  is  over  and  the  other  is  crossing,  as 
is  the  cavalry.  General  Birney  will  cross  to-night.  The  Second  Corps 
and  the  cavalry  will  be  over  at  11  o'clock. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General, 
(Same  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1861.     (Received  5.10  p.  m.) 
General  BUTLER: 

Will  you  oblige  me  once  more  by  picketing  the  road  to  your  bridge 
with  cavalry  at  points  where  a  column  might  go  astray?  I  will  not 
trouble  you  to  build  fires.  The  infantry  will  go  by  your  bridge.  Gen 
eral  Gregg  takes  the  left-hand  road  to  Broadway,  and  will  send  a  party 
of  his  own  cavalry  to  picket  that  road. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field.  August  20,  1861.     (Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
General  HANCOCK, 

Deep  Bottom  : 

I  have  come  over  the  road  this  far.     The  train  is  getting  along  \*ery 
well,  though  some  of  the  wagons  are  overturned.     The  troops  cannot 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  337 

get  through  to-night.  The  road  is  horrible,  in  many  places  being  knec- 
deep  with  water  on  account  of  the  rain.  Unless  there  is  some  pressing 
military  necessity,  the  command  ought  to  stop  here  and  go  on  to-mor 
row  night.  Not  more  than  one-halt'  of  them  will  get  over  the  Appo- 
mattox  by  daylight.  One  train  is  taking  that  upper  bridge,  which  was 
not  the  order. 

C.  II.  MORGAN, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  ifv. 


CIRCULAR.)  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ~-Y>,  1864. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  are  directed: 

1.  At  dark  the  First  Division,  Second  Corps,  Brigadier-General  Miles 
commanding,  will  move  to  the  road  running  from  near  the  cross-roads 
opposite  the  center  of  his  division  to  the  lower  pontoon  bridge  and 
cross  the  James;  thence  across  the  Appomattox  to  its  old  camp  near 
the  Deserted  House. 

2.  The  Second  Division,  Colonel  Smyth  commanding,  will  move  by 
the  New  Market  and  Long  Bridge  road,  following  closely  after  the  First 
Division,  from  the  Gate  Posts,  and  returning  to  its  old  camp  near  the 
Southall  house. 

3.  The  Tenth  Corps  at  dark  will  move  from  its  present  position  by 
the  road  to  be  indicated  by  a  staff  otlicer  from  these  headquarters,  and 
will  mass  in  the  clear  ground  next  the  bridge,  remaining  in  position  to 
cover  the  bridge  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  Second  Corps  arid  cavalry. 

1.  The  cavalry,  Brigadier-General  Gregg  commanding,  will  move  at 
dark  by  way  of  Strawberry  Plains  to  the  bridge,  crossing  immediately 
after  Second  Corps,  and  reporting  to  Major-General  Meade,  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

5.  The  artillery  now  on  this  side  of  the  river,  assigned  to»divisions 
Second  Corps,  will  move  with  the  divisions.  The  remaining  batteries 
now  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  will  be  conducted  to  their  former 
camps  near  the  Deserted  llouse  by  the  chief  of  artillery,  moving 
promptly  at  dark. 

(>.  All  wagons  and  ambulances  now  with  the  troops  will  cross  the 
bridge  in  rear  of  the  commands  to  which  they  belong.  Second  Corps 
headquarters  train  will  move  in  rear  of  the  First  Division  train. 

7.  The  train  of  the  Second  Corps,  now  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
will  move  out  at  dark,  following  the  corps  artillery,  under  charge  of 
Captain  McEntee,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  cross  the  Appomattox 
at  Point  of  Rocks.     This  train  must  not  obstruct  the  march  of  troops. 

8.  The  cavalry  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  in  time  to  cross  the  river 
with  their  command.     General  Gregg  will  notify  Major-General  Biriiey 
before  withdrawing  his  cavalry. 

D.  The  infantry  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  at  10  p.  m. 
10.  Major-Geueral  Birney  will  resume  his  former  position  at  Ber 
muda  Hundred,  after  crossing  the  James. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

22    R    R — VOL   XLLVPT    II 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864. 

There  are  two  bridges  for  the  use  of  the  troops  crossing  the  James 
River  to-night.  The  order  for  recrossing  is  so  far  modified  as  to  direct 
that  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Second  Corps,  cross  the  right- 
hand  (upper)  bridge,  followed  by  their  transportation  now  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  The  cavalry  cross  the  left-hand  (lower)  bridge.  The 
artillery  and  wagons  of  the  cavalry  will  be  obliged  to  take  the  upper 
bridge,  unless  the  approaches  to  the  lower  one  are  made  practicable. 
After  the  cavalry  have  passed  General  Birney  can  make  use  of  both 
bridges  to  cross  his  corps.  After  crossing  the  infantry  will  keep  to  the 
right,  giving  the  left  of  the  road  to  the  cavalry. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864—9.10  a.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  is  desirous  of  learning  the  condition  of 
affairs  with  you — whether  you  attacked  this  morning  and  with  what 
result. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864—9.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  received.  General  Warren  is  out  on  the  line  at  present. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  at  daybreak  this  morning, 
and  since  that  hour  there  has  been  only  a  little  picket-tiring.  The 
enemy  are  still  where  they  were  last  night. 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864— [10  a.  m.]. 
General  MEADE: 

General  Ayres  lost  about  400  men ;  General  Crawford,  800;  General 
Cutler,  about  300.  I  am  getting  the  troops  in  order  for  fighting  in  case 
they  attack  again  and  assemble  them  in  reserves.  I  do  not  think  with 
our  present  force  we  can  hold  a  line  across  where  I  established  the 
picket-line  yesterday.  Nearly  all  my  losses  were  occasioned  by  being 
turned  on  my  right  in  the  woods.  The  present  picket-line  runs  east 
and  west  nearly  by  the  Strong  house.  I  will  endeavor  to  re-establish 
the  picket-line  I  had  yesterday.  I  believe  the  enemy  has  retired 
into  his  defenses  again,  leaving  out  only  a  picket,  or  it  may  be  prepar 
ing  for  another  demonstration  somewhere.  The  cavalry  from  General 
Gregg's  division  are  just  arriving.  Shall  I  send  them  down  to  Reams' 
Station  ?  I  believe  they  are  enough  to  drive  away  the  enemy  there,  and 
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I  do  not  think  it  best  to  send  a  brigade  of  in  fan  try  away  without  first 
reporting  so  to  you.     I  can  add  the  District  of  Columbia  cavalry  to 
that  of  Gregg's  division  as  well  as  not. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major -General. 


FlEADQUARTERS    ARMY   OF   THE    POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1861—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-!  Jeneral  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  dated  10  a.  in.  is  received.  You  need  not  send  the  in 
fantry  with  the  cavalry  to  Reams'  Station.  Gregg's  brigade,  strength 
ened  by  such  other  cavalry  as  you  can  add  to  it,  will  be  sufficient. 
Have  the  working  party  of  200  men  from  the  quartermaster's  depart 
ment  at  City  Point  to  be  used  in  destroying  the  railroad  reached  you 
yet?  They  should  accompany  the  cavalry. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Naff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  20,  186 i — 11.35  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Colonel  Spear  says  he  thinks  the  enemy,  up  to  last  night  at  least,  had 
only  a  small  brigade  of  cavalry  on  our  left.  He  thinks  there  were  none 
at  Reams'  Station  last  night.  I  can  send  Colonel  Spear  out  at  once 
and  he  is  anxious;  he  can  go  with  700  men.  He  ranks  Colonel  Stedman. 
Colonel  Stedman's  command,  I  understand,  though  tired,  is  ready  to 
march. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864 — 11.20  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  .just  received  the  dispatch  you  sent  here  to  General  Parke.* 
He  is  not  here  yet.  The  dispatch  I  sent  you  gives  our  picket-line  quite 
nearly.  It  runs  nearly  east  and  west  from  the  Strong  house.  I  believe 
it  there  rejoins  the  old  line.  (Jeneral  Potter's  command  now  holds  it, 
and  he  is  reconnoitering  to  the  front.  The  enemy's  pickets  are  in  the 
same  place  on  the  railroad.  My  cavalry  on  the  Vaughan  road,  as  we 
call  it,  near  Flowers',  see  nothing  but  the  enemy's  cavalry.  There  are 
no  cavalry  movements  south  of  us  visible.  A  rebel  ambulance  man 
was  captured,  who  said  he  had  heard  said  their  cavalry  in  some  force 
moved  out  of  Petersburg  this  morning,  but  he  did  not  see  them.  The 
enemy  must  have  lost  considerably  in  killed  and  wounded  yesterday, 
but  the  woods  prevent  our  getting  any  estimate  of  their  dead.  Colonel 
Spear  reports  to  me  that  from  his  own  reconnaissance  he  has  found  the 
position  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  that  he  has  now  enough  force  to 
attack  and  rout  them.  Expecting  General  Gregg's  cavalry  for  some 

*  See  11  :i.  m.,  p.  346. 
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time,  I  have  kept  Colonel  Spear  waiting;  their  arrival.  General  Gregg's 
cavalry  are  now  at  the  Gurley  house,  and  report  themselves  very  tired 
from  marching  all  night.  The  working  party  has  not  come  yet  to  de 
stroy  the  railroad.  I  have  sent  for  Colonel  Spear  and  will  see  what 
cavalry  he  can  send  with  the  others  and  will  let  all  go  that  I  can.  Do 
you  wish  the  cavalry  to  wait  for  the  working  force  ? 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAR  REX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  186-1 — 12  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  8taf: 
The  detachment  of  railroad  men  have  not  arrived. 

G.  K.  WAKE  EX, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1861—12.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  railroad  party  passed  these  headquarters  on  their  way  to  you  at 
9.30  a.  in. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  as  soon  as  the  railroad  party 
come  up  that  they  be  put  to  destroying  the  road,  commencing  where 
you  are  and  working  southward;  that  Colonel  S  ted  man's  brigade  of 
cavalry  be  used  to  protect  them  during  the  operation,  and  that  you 
send  Colonel  Spear  to  feel  toward  the  left  as  you  proposed,  he  co 
operating  in  the  protection  of  the  railroad  party  when  necessary. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864 — 1.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  following,  just  sent  in  by  General  Willcox,  is  sent  for  your  infor 
mation: 

James  Crowloy,  of  Company  A,  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Virginia,  Walker's 
brigade,  Heth's  division,  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  states  that  he  expects  we  will  get  out  of 
here  before  night,  because  Corsairs  [Corse's]  division  is  expected  up.  This  is  n,  full 
division  of  Beauregard's  troops.  He  also  states  that  there  are  heavy  guns  in  strong 
earth-works  011  the  railroad  in  front  of  us. 

HARRY  LITTLEJOHN. 
Captain  and  Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS    ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

.i  u<jUHt  XO,  1861 — 2  p.  in. 
Major-General  WARREX. 

Commanding  fifth  Corpn  : 

The  signal  ofticer  at  Gibbon's  house  reports,  at  12.30  p.  in.,  a  column 
of  infantry,  about  2,000  strong,  moving  out  of  Petersburg-  toward  the 
enemy's  right.  About  two  hours  ago  he,  reported  a  brigade  of  enemy's 
infantry  moving  from  Petersburg  in  same  direction. 

A.   A.   HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Any  nut  XO,  1S61 — X.15  p.  »i. 
Major-General  WARREN. 

Commanding  rifth  Corps  : 

Your  dispatch  of  1.50  p.  m.  received.  Corse  commands  a  brigade  in 
Pickett's  division,  which  has  been  doing  all  the  o])erations  in  front  of 
Bermuda  Hundred.  Probably  this  is  the  body  of  troops  reported  by 
the  signal  otlicer  at  Gibbon's  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  tifaff. 


IlEADt.fr ARTERS    FlFTII    ARMY    CORPS, 

Aityuxt  Xo,  V.v;/ — 2.H)  }>.  >». 
^Fajor- General  HUMPHREYS  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  examined  James  Orowley.  He  is  an  Irishman 
and  talks  singularly.  lie  says  he  has  no  doubt  they  will  give  us  a 
light  to-day  to  try  and  drive  us  out.  He'  does  not  know  anything 
about  what  he  calls  Corsair's  [Corse's]  division,  of  Jjeauregard's  troops, 
but  supposes  they  will  use  everything  to  get  us  away.  His  statement 
seems  based  upon  his  own  opinions,  and  he  is  an  ignorant  fellow.  I 
think,  however,  it  is  quite  true  that  they  will  attack  us,  but  I  think 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  hold  against  everything.  I  am  preparing  to 
light  all  around  and  not  hold  a  long  line  so  that  our  communications 
may  be  interrupted  in  case  of  an  attack. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WA1MJEX. 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Auyuxt  ~JM,  istii — :j.;>o  ]>.  in. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corpx: 

The  signal  officer  at  Gibbon's  house  reports,  at  4.20  p.  m..  thi'ce  regi 
ments  of  infantry  moving  out  of  Petersburg  south  of  the  town. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Xtajf, 


342  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA,  AND  N.  0.  [CHAP.  LIY. 

HEADQUARTERS    ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

A  it yust  2<>,  186-1 — (J  p.  111. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

CommandliKj  Fifth  Corps: 

Have  the  railroad  party  reported  to  you.  and  have  they  commenced 
work  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  186  L 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  railroad  detachment  has  reported  and  has  been  directed  to  go  to 
work  at  once. 

G.  K.  YVAKKEK 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Aiujust  20,  1861 — ;~j.20  p.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I   think  the  man  who  came  into  General   lintler's  lines  must    have 
meant  Kershaw's  brigade  instead  of  Corse's. 

G.  K.  WARLIKE. 

Major- General-. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Aufinxt  20,  18<>i — C>  p.  m. 
M^ajor-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

Kershaw's  old  brigade  is  believed  to  be  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  with 
Kershaw's  division.  Why  do  you  suppose  the  deserter  to  Butler's 
lines  referred  to  Kershaw's  brigade  ? 

A.  A.  HUMrHBEYS, 
Major- (faieral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


TlEADgUARTEIJS    FlFTII    ARMY    CORPS. 

Ant/nut  20,  186-1 — 6.30  p.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Ch'H-f  of  Staff: 

Colonel  Locke  wrote,  the  dispatch  for  me.  I  meant  him  to  say  that 
the  man  Crowley  that  1  took  to-day  mi^ht  have  meant  Kershaw.  He 
did  not  know  exactly  how  to  pronounce  the  name,  and  it  mijiht  have 
been  Corse  or  Kershaw. 

G.  K.  WAI;KI:X, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

General  Butler's  telegram  about  Corse's  brigade  was  in  reply  to  one 
from  General  Meade  inquiring  for  intelligence  of  Corse's  brigade. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-general  and  Chief  of  Staff* 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1804. — 8  p.  in. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  would  like  to  know  how  your  troops  are  dis 
posed,  in  order  to  give  instructions  understandingly  to  General  Han 
cock  and  General  Parke"  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  line  they  will  proba 
bly  be  required  to  hold  under  the  directions  issued  this  afternoon. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864 — 8.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  following  dispatch*  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the 
armies  in  the  field  is  sent  you  so  that  you  may  furnish  the  information 
asked  for  and  enable  the  commanding  general  to  answer  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  Please  include  the  losses,  if  any,  of  the  troops  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  serving  with  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


AUGUST  20,  18G4.     (Received  3.40  p.  m.) 
General  WARREN: 

General  Potter's  picket-line  holds  that  house  in  the  corn-field  and  are 
intrenching  themselves  on  a  very  good  line.  The  rebels  have  left  the 
place  where  they  were  last  night. 

W.  A.  ROEBLING. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  109.    j  August  20,  1864. 

In  case  we  are  attacked  again,  the  commanding  officers  must  take 
pains  to  control  their  men's  firing,  and,  if  possible,  fire  by  front  and 
rear  rank  alternately,  being  careful  to  reserve  their  tire  for  the  line  of 

"See  Grant  to  Meade,  8.15  p.  m.,  p.  328. 
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battle.  One  good  volley  well  put  in  will  render  the  enemy's  line  pow 
erless.  When  the  firing  continues  and  but  few  bullets  come  back,  the 
firing  must  cease  and  a  thin  skirmish  line  advanced,  and  a  division 
commander  can  order  a  charge  or  an  advance  whenever  he  deems  it 
advisable  without  waiting  for  further  sanction. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  ~w,  1864* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  line  remains  the 
same.  My  pickets  are  confronting  the  enemy's.  Occasional  shots  are 
exchanged.  I  sent  you  a  report  from  the  cavalry  officer  sent  out  to 
the  left.  He  speaks  of  a  raid  being  in  progress  around  to  our  left. 
My  front  is  about  as  strong  as  it  can  be  as  a  single  line.  The  enemy 
made  two  attempts  along  the  railroad  last  evening  after  the  line  was 
re-established  and  were  driven  back  handsomely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  cavalry  pickets  re 
port  the  enemy  felling  timber  on  my  left  beyond  the  road  which  comes 
into  the  railroad  to  our  front.  The  work  is  going  on  briskly.  I  have 
just  now  a  report  that  the  enemy  are  marching  a  large  force  of  infan 
try  down  to  our  left  of  the  road  mentioned  above. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  186-1 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  is  of  the  opinion  that 
what  the  enemy  are  endeavoring  to  [do]  on  your  left  is  to  get  some  ar 
tillery  around  there  to  fire  over  this  way,  and  if  they  do  they  will  not 
be  able  to  touch  your  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ^0,  1864 — 5.15  p.  in. 
General  AYRES: 

I  hear  from  General  Humphreys,  too,  that  some  force  has  been  seen 
going  out  from  Petersburg  to-day.  The  same  was  seen  yesterday. 
They  may  design  to  attack  us  again  to-day  and  try  the  left  this  time,  or 
they  may  be  extending  their  iutrenehuients  to  the  left  to  keep  us  from 
investing  Petersburg. 

G.  K.  WARREX. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION.  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  20,  180-1. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  work  of  throwing  down 
the  breast-works  in  our  front  will  be  finished,  and  a  slashing  made  up 
to  (or  near)  the  picket-line,  by  midnight  or  thereabouts.  Colonel  Ilof- 
mann  will  also  be  in  position  and  intrenched  by  that  time.  I  desire  to 
know  where  I  shall  encamp  my  division,  as  but  a  small  portion  of  it 
will  be  required  in  the  line  of  the  artillery  around  my  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brina dicr- General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

No.  45.  )  August  20,  1861. 

1.  The  Fifteenth  Regiment  New  York  Artillery  is  hereby  assigned 
temporarily  to  the  First  Brigade,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  will  report  without  delay  to  Col.  Frederick  Winthrop,  com 
manding  brigade. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ayres: 

GEO.  L.  CIIOISY, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  2o  BRIG.,  2i)  Div.,  STH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  111.  J  August  20,  1864. 

I.  Major  Mobley  being,  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  instant, 
while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  thus  leaving  the  regiment  without 
a  field  oilicer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barrett,  Fourth  Maryland  Volunteers, 
is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Seventh  Maryland  Volunteers.  The 
men  of  this  regiment  are  as  good  and  faithful  as  any  in  the  brigade, 
but  have  become  sadly  demoralized  because  of  the  inetliciency  and  want 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  line  officers.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  say  that  there  are  some  honorable  exceptions  to  this  censure.  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  Barrett  will  have  occasion  to  use  all  his  well-known  firm 
ness  and  discretion  in  the  effort  to  bring  this  regiment  back  to  its  former 
efficiency,  and  to  this  end  he  will  report  to  these  headquarters  all  officers 
who  do  not  freely  and  fully  do  their  duty.  This  order  to  remain  in  effect 
until  further  orders.  This  order  will  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  regiment 
at  its  first  dress-parade  after  its  reception. 

IL  In  case  we  are  attacked  again  the  commanding  officers  must  take 
pains  to  control  their  men  firing,  and,  if  possible,  fire  by  front  and  rear 


346  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

rank  alternately,  being  careful  to  reserve  their  fire  for  the  line  of  battle. 
One  good  volley  well  put  in  will  render  the  enemy's  line  powerless. 
Where  the  firing  continues  and  few  bullets  come  back,  the  firing  must 
cease  and  their  skirmish  line  advanced. 

III.  Each  regiment  will  detail  five  men  to  relieve  those  chopping  and 
slashing  at  the  timber  in  our  front.  Colonel  Bowerman's  detail  will 
include  one  sergeant.  They  will  report  at  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Colonel  Dushane: 

J.  BANKERD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

August  20,  1804.     (Received  3.40  p.  in.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE  : 

SIR  :  I  have  extended  the  rifle-pits  from  the  left  of  the  batteries  to 
the  little  ravine.     Does  the  general  wish  to  have  the  line  extended 
farther  to  the  left  on  the  next  ridge?    General  Ayres  thinks  it  is 
intended  to  cover  that  ground  with  the  batteries  near  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  CUTLER, 

Brigadier-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  ISM — 9.0;j  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Mott  has  just  reported  that  the  connection  with  General 
Warren's  right  is  perfected. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864—11  a.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  where  your  picket- 
liue  on  the  left  is — where  it  connects  with  General  Warren's,  &c.  Please 
describe  it  so  that  it  may  be  marked  on  the  maps,  or  send  a  map  with 
the  line  indicated. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  just  arrived.  I  found  your  dispatch  of  11  a.  m.  As  far  as  I 
now  know  General  Warren  has  answered  your  dispatch.*  After  leav 
ing  the  connection  with  Warren's  left,  I  purpose  returning  along  my 
line  from  Warren's  right. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 

'See  11.20  n.  in.,  p.  339. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864 — 3. -15  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Com  m  <i  n  ding  Nin  th  Co  rps  : 

In  the  event  of  General  Warren  being1  attacked  this  afternoon  have 
you  any  troops  that  yon  can  send  to  his  support f  Supports  in  the  line 
of  rear  works  might  be  withdrawn  in  such  case. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

In  the  absence  of  General  Parke  on  the  line  I  have  the  honor  to 
reply  to  your  dispatch  of  3.45  that  Thomas'  brigade  (colored),  Fourth 
Division,  is  in  reserve. 

K.  A.  HUTCIIIXS, 
Assintan t  A dju tan t- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  1864—3.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps:  " 

The  order  of  ±30  p.  m.,  by  which  you  are  to  -withdraw  to-night  such 
troops  as  you  may  have  in  the  redoubts,  &c.,  of  the  second  line  of  works, 
supporting  Mott's  division,  is  not  intended  to  refer  to  the  redoubts  on 
the  plank  road,  which  cover  the  left  and  are  in  the  first  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  ItiG-l — 6.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera],  Fifth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL:  The  officer  in  charge  of  my  skirmish  line  reports  having 
advanced  about  half  a  mile  and  still  advancing  without  finding  the 
enemy.  They  will  continue  to  advance  if  the  line  to  their  left  advances. 
How  far  is  it  intended  they  should  go?  They  have  no  connection  on 
their  right. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864 — T  a.  m. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Willcox  for  his  information. 
General  Willcox  will  send  a  brigade  with  .Major  Koebling,  aide  de 
camp,  to  establish  the  picket-line.     General  Warren  thinks  it  best  for 
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General  Potter  to  halt  until  the  picket-line  is  established  by  Major 
Roebling,  and  General  Willcox  will  please  send  word  to  General  Potter 
to  that  effect. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  20,  180  L 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  We  have  connected  with  some  troops  of  your  corps  on  the 
right  who  were  cut  off  yesterday  afternoon.  They  report  that  they  con 
nect  with  Mott's  division,  of  the  Second  Corps,  on  the  right.  We  have 
picked  up  a  few  stragglers. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ;><>,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE,  • 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  changed  my  headquarters  to  the  center  of  a  large 
field  near  the  Gurley  house  to  north  of  road. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ROBERT  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  20,  ItiCi-l — 10.30  a.  m. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Second  Army  Corps  : 

COLONEL  :  The  reports  from  my  pickets  this  morning  arc  to  effect  that 
there  is  an  appearance  of  small  parties  of  rebels  on  the  New  Market 
road  beyond  its  intersection  with  the  Charles  City  road  and  on  several 
of  the  roads  north  of  the  Charles  City  road.  At  several  places  they 
have  been  seen  removing  barricades  on  those  roads  north  of  the  Charles 
City  road.  The  vedettes  at  Deep  Run  report  a  movement  of  a  force  of 
perhaps  two  regiments  across  the  front  toward  our  right.  Timely  notice 
will  be  had  of  any  advance.  If  this  should  be  made,  it  would  be  better 
met  by  a  force  thrown  a  little  farther  out  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of 
General  Birney's  present  position. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  &c. 
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HEADQUARTERS   SECOND   CORPS, 

August  20,  1SU4. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Co  m  m  a  n  ding  Ca  m  Inj  : 

GENERAL:  Your  command  will  cross  at  Broadway.     You  will  per 
haps  find  some  of  our  wagons  on  that  road,  though  they  will  probably 
be  over  before  you  start.     The  general  suggests  that  you  send  a  small 
party  ahead  to  picket  your  road,  so  there  may  be  no  mistake. 
Yours,  &c., 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Stuff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  ;><), 
Col.  C.  U.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Dirixioti: 

COLONEL:  You  will  withdraw  your  brigade  from  its  present  position 
at  dark,  and  move  by  way  of  Malvern.  Hill  to  the  plain  on  James  River, 
and  there  mass  your  brigade  until  the  divisions  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps  shall  have  crossed  the  bridge,  when  you  will  move  over  and  pro 
ceed  by  way  of  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Broadway,  on  the  Appomattox, 
to  the  vicinity  of  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  where  -you  will 
receive  further  orders.  The  pickets  will  not  be  withdrawn  until  0  p.  m. 
The  regiments  on  picket  will  be  withdrawn  by  the  Malvern  Hill  road. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  or  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
In  the  Field,  August  XO,  1S61—1.W  p.  in.     (Received  2.25  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant- General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  d'c. : 

Two  deserters  from  Pickett's  division  have  just  come  in.  one  a  very 
intelligent  man.  He  informs  me  that  six  regiments  have  been  taken 
from  Pickett's  division  and  sent  across  the  James  River;  that  on  our 
left,  opposite  Port  Walthall,  they  have  reduced  the  line,  so  that  the  line 
of  battle  is  scarcely  stronger  than  the  skirmish  line,  being  one  man  in 
every  twenty  feet.  I  believe  this  statement.  I  think  the  weak  point 
now  is  in  front  of  our  line,  and  if  we  had  the  Tenth  Corps  here  I  have 
no  doubt  we  could  go  out  on  the  left;  at  least  I  should  be  inclined  to 
try  it.  1  do  not  think  we  have  over  3,500  men  between  the  two  rivers. 
That  you  may  judge  for  yourself,  I  will  send  you  the  deserter,  with  yes 
terday's  [taper.  Please  question  him.  Allow  me  also  to  call  your  atten 
tion  to  the  fact  that  the  last  of  the  100-days'  regiments  go  away  from 
me  to-day.  Certainly,  in  the  absence  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  I  have  no  one 
whom  I  can  send  to  Fort  Powhatau  or  Fort  Pocahontas.  Allow  me 
to  suggest  that  as  the  colored  troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps  are  so  much 
demoralized  and  broken  up  for  want  of  officers,  if  they  could  be  sent  to 
me,  by  putting  the  weaker  ones  in  Powhatau  and  Pocahontas,  they 
might  be  recruited  up  and  got  into  condition. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  (iencral. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  20,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding,  &c.: 

The  Tenth  Corps — in  fact,  all  the  troops  from  north  of  the  James — are 
ordered  to  return  to-night.  When  this  change  is  made  it  will  probably 
induce  the  enemy  to  strengthen  his  weak  point  in  your  front  before  we 
can  take  advantage  of  it.  If  yon  can  get  through,  however,  I  should 
like  it  very  much.  In  regard  to  sending  you  the  colored  troops  of  the 
Ninth  Corps,  it  is  now  impossible.  The  Eighteenth  Corps  and  colored 
troops  of  the  Ninth  Corps  are  holding  all  of  our  line  at  Petersburg, 
whilst  the  white  troops  of  the  Ninth  are  operating  with  the  Fifth  Corps. 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutcna  n  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  20,  186-1 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Prisoners  say  Corse's  brigade,  of  Pickett's  division,  is  moving  south  of 
the  Appoinattox  to  my  left.  Have  you  any  information  bearing  on  the 
subject  ? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  20,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-deneral  MEADE,  Commanding: 

I  have  a  deserter  from  the  Thirty- second  Virginia  Kegiment,  Corse's 
brigade;  came  in  12  o'clock  last  night. 

BENJ.  F.  B  TITLE  K, 
Major-  Gen  era  I,  Co  m  m  an  ding. 
(Copy  sent  by  Meade  to  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  August  20,  1864. 
.Capt.  T.  LUBEY, 

Commanding  Pontoon  Detachment,  Deep  Bottom: 
At  daylight  in  the  morning  you  will  direct  Captain  Henderson  to 
raft  his  bridge,  preparatory  to  having  it  towed  to  this  place.     He  will 
bring  his  company  with  him.     A  tug  will  be  sent  to  tow  the  bridge 
down  at  0  a.  m. 

By  order  of  General  Beuham : 

CHANN1NG  CLAPP, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  95.  ]  In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  20,  1S64. 

Col.  It.  C.  Webster,  quartermaster,  having  been  assigned  by  the  War 
Department  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  is  announced  as  such,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler: 

K.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  20,  Itio'L 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  lie 
prefers  you  should  uot  discharge  the  muskets  unless  you  consider  it 
essential  to  the  serviceable  condition  of  your  command.  Unless  some 
thing  new  is  developed  to-day  it  is  probable  your  command  willrecross 
to-night  and  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to-morrow.  The  general 
would  like  to  have  you  send  your  wagons,  «!s:c.,  during  the  afternoon, 
to  park  near  the  bridge  preparatory  to  your  withdrawal,  but  not  on  any 
of  the  roads  leading  to  the  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  MOKGAX, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864 — (i  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  furnish  you  with  the 
following  extract  from  the  telegraphic  order  for  the  movement  of 
to-night,  which  embraces  all  the  instructions  with  which  he  is  charged 
for  you  after  you  cross:  "The  Tenth  Corps  will  return  to  their  places 
at  once,''  &c. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McGiLVERY, 

Chief  of  Artillery : 

The  major  general  commanding  directs  that  you  watch  the  pontoons, 
and  as  soon  as  one  is  clear  take  your  batteries  across,  and  send  them 
to  their  camps. 

Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutan t- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20, 

Division  commanders  and  chief  of  artillery  will,  during  the  after 
noon,  send  to  the  rear  all  wagons,  excepting  five  wagons  of  small-arm 
ammunition,  preparatory  to  a  withdrawal  during  the  night  to  our 
former  camps.  All  the  sick  able  to  march  and  non-combatants  will  be 
returned  to  their  camp,  and  every  care  will  betaken  against  straggling. 
Extraordinary  care  must  be  taken  by  division  commanders  in  inspect 
ing  the  picket-line,  and  seeing  that  that  duty  is  performed  with  great 


352  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

vigilance.  The  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  under  the  corps  officer  of  the 
day,  and  full  instructions  for  the  movement  will  be  given  in  due  time. 
The  enemy  are  reported  moving  to  our  right,  and  great  caution  must 
be  used. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assista  n  t  A  dj u ta  n  t-  Gen cral. 


CIRCULAR.  |  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  :>0j  180-1 — 1.15  p.  )n. 

The  following- movements  of  the  troops  are  directed:  First.  At  dark, 
precisely,  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General  Birney  will  move  by  a 
road  to  be  indicated  by  a  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters.  Sec 
ond.  The  batteries  will  follow  and  keep  closed  up.  Third.  General 
Terry's  division  will  follow  the  batteries  and  act,  if  necessary,  as  a  rear 
guard..  Fourth.  The  corps  pickets  will  be  withdrawn  exactly  at  10  p.  m., 
and  follow  under  the  direction  of  the  corps  officer  of  the  day  acting  as 
a  rear  guard.  Fifth.  The  corps  will  mass  on  the  cleared  ground  near 
the  bridge  and  remain  in  position  until  Major-General  Hancock  has 
crossed  his  troops,  in  order  to  cover  the  bridge,  then,  resuming  same 
order,  each  command  will  march  to  its  former  camp.  Brigadier-Gen 
eral  Foster  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coan  and  his  brigade  at 
Deep  Bottom.  Sixth.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn  with  his  cavalry 
will  bring  up  the  rear,  seeing  that  all  stragglers  are  kept  up. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  \V.  SMITH. 
xL  ssis  ta  nt  A  dj  ut  ant- Gen  era  i. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  leave  General  Fos 
ter  with  his  command  in  the  works  on  his  side  of  the  river  until  morn 
ing,  when  he  will  cross  and  proceed  to  his  old  camp,  relieving  Lieuten 
ant-Colonel  Coan. 
Kespectfullv, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  10'rn  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  70.  }  Near  Hatcher's,   Va.,  August  ~>o,  1861. 

1.  Major  Strong,  Sixteenth  Heavy  Artillery,  New  York  Volunteers, 
will  report  with  his  command  to  Col.  1ST.  M.  Curtis,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps,  without  delay. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Turner: 

ISRAEL  K.  -SEALY, 
Capt.,  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vots.,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  20,  186-1 — 12.10 p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Statements  of  deserters  aud  refugees  go  to  show  that  the  enemy 
are  mining  in  your  front.     Can  you  not  countermine  against  them? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genrral. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  20,  1861. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  had  reports  of  the  mines  in  my  front  for  some  time.     Have  two 
counter  mines  going  now;  can't  hear  much  yet  in  them. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  20,  1864.     (Received  4  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Nothing  reliable  denoting  a  change  in  my  front.  No  prisoners  in. 
No  movements  of  troops  have  been  seen,  except  some  small  squads 
reported  unofficially  as  seen  moving  toward  left  and  rear  yesterday 
p.  m. 

E.  O.  0.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

August  20,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Warren's  Corps: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  First  District  of 
Columbia  Cavalry.  From  a  reconnaissance  I  know  the  position  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  I  have  sufficient  force  to  attack  and  rout  them,  and 
respectfully  ask  permission  to  do  so. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  0  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington.  T).  C.  : 

Taking  possession  of  the  Weldon  road  has  made  the  enemy  appar 
ently  very  nervous.  They  have  been  constantly  attacking  to  regain 
possession.  I  cannot  report  accurately  the  result,  but  apparently  our 
losses  have  been  light  in  killed  and  wounded,  whilst  the  enemy's  loss 
in  that  respect  must  have  been  heavy,  from  the  fact  of  his  being  re 
pulsed  so  often.  The  second  day,  however,  we  lost  heavily  in  captured, 
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from  the^fact  that  the  enemy  enveloped  Warren's  right  before  he  was 
aware  of  it.  I  withdrew  the  troops  from  north  of  the  James  River  last 
night,  and  now  the  Second  Corps  must  be  nearly  in  supporting  distance 
of  Warren. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

(Received  22d.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

The  enemy  came  out  and  attacked  General  Warren  between  10  and 
11  a.  m.,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  ease.  No  loss  reported  on  our 
side  except  General  Cutler,  slightly  wounded,  and  Colonel  Dushane, 
killed.  General  Warren  reports  400  prisoners  captured  that  he  knows 
of;  there  may  be  more.  I  am  expecting  a  heavy  attack  this  afternoon, 
and  preparing  for  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21, 1864. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Is  the  firing  now  heard  on  Warren's  front?  If  so  the  enemy  should 
be  opened  upon  by  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  and  their  line 
threatened. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21  j  1864—10  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  send  a  dispatch*  from  Warren  explanatory  of  the  firing  which  has 
been  resumed  within  the  last  few  minutes.  Hancock  is  moving  up; 
also  Parke  with  his  Fourth  Division.  Warren,  on  the  defensive,  ought  to 
be  able  not  only  to  hold  his  position,  but  to  punish  the  enemy  severely, 
and  undoubtedly  would  if  we  could  only  get  our  troops  to  act  with  the 
audacity  the  enemy  show. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—10.25  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  ordered  Ord  and  Mott  to  open  with  their  batteries  and  make 
all  the  demonstrations  they  can  against  the  enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 

*  See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  9.30  a.  in.,  p.  368. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  21,  1864—11.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

It  is  hard  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done  without  being  on  the  field, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  when  the  enemy  comes  out  of  his  works  and 
attacks  and  is  repulsed  he  ought  to  be  followed  vigorously  to  the  last 
minute  with  every  man.  Holding  a  line  is  of  no  importance  whilst 
troops  are  operating  in  front  of  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 12  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Ord  reports  the  enemy  leaving  his  front.  It  is  probably  Martin's 
brigade,  of  Hoke's  division,  the  only  one  left  of  that  division  in  front 
of  Ord  last  night,  as  reported  by  deserters.  The  enemy  now  holds  his 
intrenched  line  with  Johnson's  division  and  part  of  Heth's,  that  is 
between  the  Appomattox  and  the  plank  road.  I  have  asked  Ord,  if 
he  cannot  assault  in  his  front,  whether  he  cannot  extend  to  his  left  so 
as  to  relieve  part  of  Mott's  division,  Second  Corps,  now  holding  from 
Burnside's  mine  to  the  plank  road.  Hancock  is  now  at  the  Strong 
house,  -west  of  the  plank  road,  slashing  trees  to  make  an  obstacle  to 
the  enemy's  interposing  between  the  plank  road  and  Warren.  If  I  can 
get  a  line  of  obstacles  to  be  held  by  a  skirmish  line  I  can  throw  more 
troops  to  Warren's  support.  Warren  reports  the  enemy  moving  to  his 
left.  I  have  sent  him  your  dispatch,  having  previously  advised  him 
the  way  to  stop  the  enemy's  tiankiug  was  to  assume  the  offensive  and 
make  him  look  out  for  his  flanks.  The  difficulty  of  Warren's  position 
is,  the  roads  are  impassable  and  his  artillery  cannot  be  moved.  It  is 
absolutely  essential  he  should  maintain  his  position,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of  his  ability  to  do  so  unless  the  enemy  should  bring  so  superior 
a  force  as  to  turn  his  left  flank,  in  which  case  we  cannot  get  our  men  to 
stand.  They  don't  mind  any  orders  when  they  find  themselves  out 
flanked,  but  move  off  bodily  to  the  rear  in.  spite  of  orders. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1864 — 12.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  MEADE  : 

If  the  enemy  are  moving  to  turn  Warren's  left,  why  can  he  not  move 
out  and  attack  between  them  and  Petersburg,  and  either  cut  their  force 
in  two  or  get  in  rear  of  it?  If  the  roads  are  impassable  for  our  artil 
lery  it  must  be  so  for  the  enemy's,  and  it  becomes  an  infantry  tight.  I 
will  telegraph  Ord  either  to  assault  or  extend,  so  as  to  relieve  more  men. 
The  enemy  evidently  intend  to  use  nearly  their  entire  force  to  drive 
Warren  away,  and  we  can  either  penetrate  his  line  or  hold  ours  with  a 
very  small  force. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
,  —       Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,-  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
General  GRANT  : 

Telegram  12.45  received.  Instructions  have  gone  to  Warren  em 
bodying  the  spirit  of  your  suggestions — that  is,  to  assume  the  offensive. 
Ord  has  reported  he  can  spare  800  men,  and  he  has  been  requested  to 
extend  his  left  with  that  amount,  and  Mott  allowed  to  extend  his  left 
proportionately.  This  will  'free  so  many  men  for  Warren.  I  shall  move 
Hancock  up  as  soon  as  he  can  make  anything  of  an  obstacle  to  prevent 
the  enemy  getting  in  between  Warren's  position  and  the  plank  road. 
Telegraphic  communication  with  Warren  is  interrupted  just  now.  The 
main  roads  running  into  Petersburg  are  passable.  It  is  the  cross 
roads  which,  by  the  passage  of  artillery  and  trains,  have  since  the  rains 
become  impassable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1864 — 1.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Do  you  not  think  it  likely  the  enemy  are  preparing  for  a  heavy  attack 
on  Warren  this  afternoon  ?  If  such  is  the  case,  would  it  not  be  better  to 
move  Hancock  up  to  his  support  at  once,  and  leave  the  slashing  to 
troops  that  will  be  set  free  by  Ord?  I  have  directed  Ord  either  to 
assault  on  his  front  or  to  extend  and  relieve  Mott,  favoring  the  latter. 
You  will  know  very  soon  which  he  thinks  best. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  IT.  S.  GRANT: 

The  following  has  just  been  received  from  General  Warren.  General 
Meade  left  here  half  an  hour  since  for  General  Warren's  headquarters. 
It  is  expected  that  we  shall  again  have  telegraphic  communication  with 
General  Warren's  headquarters  in  a  few  moments : 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

Augvst  21,  1S64 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  enemy  attacked  us  both  on  the  north  and  west  with  Hill's  and  Beauregard's 
troops.  We  repulsed  them,  too,  easily.  They  did  not  come  on  far  enough  to  get  the 
effect  of  our  tire.  1  have  a  general  order  to  push  out,  but  the  woods  favor  the 
escape  of  the  troops.  We  have  three  battle-flags  and  probably  400  prisoners  that  I 
know  of.  I  hope  they  will  try  again.  General  Cutler  is  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell 
in  the  face,  not  seriously.  Colonel  Dushane  is  killed. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

11.30  a.  m. — All  quiet  now.     The  line  being  down  I  send  this  by  an  orderly. 

G.  K.  W. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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JONES'  HOUSE,  PLANK  ROAD, 

August  21,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Telegram  of  1.10  received.  I  bad  just  ordered  one  division  of  Han 
cock's  to  Warren's  left.  I  have  now  ordered  the  other  one.  The  third 
(Mott's)  is  holding  onr  intrenchnieuts.  I  have  sent  you  a  dispatch  from 
Warren  announcing  another  repulse  of  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  I  get 
on  the  field  and  Hancock  is  up  I  will  assume  the  offensive — before  if 
practicable.  Hancock's  people,  however,  are  very  weary  and  will  not 
be  tit  for  much  to-day  and  will  not  much  more  than  get  into  position. 
The  condition  of  the  roads  is  a  great  drawback.  Everything  has  to  be 
packed  across  the  plank  road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 
Weldon  Railroad,  August  21,  1864 — 5.25  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Hancock's  men  are  so  exhausted  with  their  long  march  that  nothing 
can  be  expected  of  them  this  afternoon.  Having  moved  Hancock  over  to 
the  left  I  have  placed  Parke  on  the  right,  and  he  is  extending  to  make  the 
line  and  connection  over  to  the  plank  road.  The  enemy  appear  to  bave 
abandoned  their  intention  of  turning  Warren's  left  and  now  show  some 
signs  of  a  movement  on  his  right.  My  solicitude  in  desiring  to  have  a 
line  of  slashings  across  to  the  plank  road  is  based  on  the  fact  thai; the 
enemy  may  move  on  Warren's  left  and  turn  our  intrenchments  resting 
on  the  plank  road,  which  cannot  be  held  if  turned.  This  would  compel 
the  abandonment  of  this  position  and  might  embarrass  us  to  recover 
our  intrenchments.  If  the  enemy  do  not  make  this  move  before  night, 
Parke  I  think  will  prepare  the  line  so  as  to  prevent  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  18&4 — 8.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

Between  the  Appomattox  and  Baker's  [Bake-House]  Creek  the  enemy 
are  supposed  to  be  very  weak.  General  Butler  is  preparing  two  assault 
ing  columns  to-night  with  the  view  of  breaking  that  line  at  daylight  in 
the  morning.  If  successful  he  will  endeavor  to  clear  out  the  entire  line  of 
the  enemy  south  from  the  Howlett  house  and  establish  himself  with  all 
his  force  on  the  line  of  Swift  Creek.  With  the  Tenth  Corps  he  ought 
to  be  able  to  hold  his  ground  all  day,  if  he  gets  through,  and  could  only 
be  driven  away  by  drawing  largely  from  Petersburg.  I  cannot  say 
now  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  your  forces  in  connection  with  this, 
but  notify  you  so  that  you  can  take  advantage  of  any  weakness  of  the 
enemy.  I  shall  hear  and  inform  you  the  results  of  Butler's  efforts,  and 
can  tell  better  then  the  best  directions  to  give. 

II.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—9.20  p.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  front.  I  found  it  impracticable  to 
arrange  any  offensive  movements  for  to-morrow.  Warren  expressed 
every  confidence  in  his  command  defending  itself  against  any  attack,  but 
advised  against  attacking.  Hancock's  men  are  completely  exhausted 
with  their  march,  and  nearly  a  third  behind  on  the  road.  Parke's  peo 
ple  will  be  working  all  night  on  the  connecting  lines.  Under  these  cir 
cumstances,  I  gave  orders  to  act  on  the  defensive,  but  in  the  event  of 
the  enemy's  attacking  again  to  follow  up  their  repulse.  I  think  now 
we  have  thinned  our  line  from  the  Appomattox  to  the  plank  road  as 
much  as  we  ought  to  do.  Ord  proposes  to  send  more  men,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  judicious  to  weaken  him  any  more,  because  the  enemy,  finding 
an  accumulation  on  our  left,  might  mass,  and  by  a  bold  assault  break 
through  our  weakened  line.  I  don't  think  this  probable,  but  it  is  possi 
ble.  Warren  reports  taking  some  400  prisoners  to-day. 

GEO.  G/ MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21, 1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Your  dispatch  of  9.30  [9.20J  p.  m.  just  received.  I  send  you  a  dispatch* 
in  Cipher,  from  which  you  will  see,  when  received,  that  I  do  not  expect 
offensive  operations  to-morrow  except  in  case  of  a  success  in  Butler's 
front  making  it  practicable.  If  we  can  retain  hold  of  the  railroad  it 
will  be  a  great  advantage.  Has  much  of  the  railroad  been  destroyed  ? 
After  the  men  get  well  rested  it  will  be  well  to  support  the  cavalry  with 
a  division  of  infantry  to  destroy  as  much  of  the  road  as  we  can,  if  an 
advantage  is  not  gained  in  the  meantime  making  it  unnecessary.  If 
Butler  does  not  succeed  in  the  morning  he  will  relieve  the  Eighteenth 
Corps  from  the  lines,  leaving  it  loose.  With  that  as  a  reserve,  our 
lines  will  be  strong. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 11  p.  in. 

General  GRANT: 

Your  dispatch  in  cipher  received.*  I  will  be  prepared  to-morrow  to 
act  according  to  developments.  Prisoners  say  that  General  W.  H.  F. 
Lee  was  mortally  wounded  to-day.  I  send  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 
The  railroad  party  have  been  at  work  to-day,  but  I  have  received  no 
report  of  their  progress.  Gregg's  cavalry  division  are  protecting  them. 
In  case  it  is  necessary,  a  supporting  force  of  infantry  will  be  sent. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Grant  to  Meade,  8.30  p.  m.,  p.  357. 
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-  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

The  whole  of  Mahone's  division  is  certainly  here.  They  arrived  here 
at  8  o'clock  yesterday  morning.  I  understand  the  following  to  be  the 
force  in  front  of  Fifth  Corps:  Clingman's,  Colquitt's,  Mahone's,  Harris', 
Sanders',  Wright's,  Fry's,  and  Davis'  brigades.  The  balance  of  Beau- 
regard's,  Heth's,  and  Mahoue's  commands  are  in  the  trenches  on  our 
front,  occupying  their  old  positions.  Three  brigades  of  Mahone,  which 
returned,  ure  also  in  front  of  Warren,  lighting  hard  at  this  moment. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


AUGUST  21,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point : 

Hagood's  and  Eansom's  brigades  are  now  in  front  of  Fifth  Corps. 
W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cavalry  division  was  also  engaged  there  this  a.  in.,  and 
General  Eooney  Lee  badly  wounded  through  lungs.  So  say  prisoners 
from  above  commands. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  21,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Three  deserters  from  Wright's  (Georgia)  brigade  who 
came  in  this  morning  make  the  following  report: 

They  state  that  they  have  been  on  picket  here  for  the  last  eleven 
days.  During  that  time  their  brigade  has  been  to  the  north  side  of 
the  James  Kiver,  and  returned  yesterday  morning  about  8  o'clock, 
together  with  Sanders'  and  Harris'  brigades.  They  state  that  they 
camped  in  rear  of  their  old  position,  and  had  orders  to  have  their  guns 
in  order  and  be  ready  to  march  this  morning  about  2  o'clock  down  the 
railroad.  These  men  report  that  Brigadier-General  Cliugman  was 
mortally  wounded  day  before  yesterday.  They  say  that  in  the  attack 
on  the  Fifth  Corps  General  Colquitt  commanded  his  own,  Clingman's, 
and  Mahone's  brigades  which  attacked  our  right,  and  two  brigades  of 
Heth's  division  (Fry's  and  Davis')  attacked  our  left. 

I  understand  the  following  to  be  the  disposition  of  troops  in  our  front 
from  the  enemy's  left  to  right:  Bushrod  Johnson's  division,  Martin's 
and  Hagood's  brigades,  of  Hoke's  division,  and  Kirkland's  and  MacRae's 
brigades,  of  Heth's  division;  Mahone's  division,  and  Fry's  and  Davis' 
brigades,  of  Heth's  division ;  Colquitt's  and  Clingman's,  of  Hoke's  di 
vision.  We  learn  of  no  troops  having  arrived  from  the  north  side  of 
the  James  River,  except  these  three  brigades  of  Heth's  division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT. 

August  21,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Among  about  280  prisoners  just  sent  in  from  Fifth 
Corps  I  find,  in  addition  to  those  already  reported,  prisoners  from  Ha- 
good's  brigade,  of  Hoke's  division,  and  Ransom's  brigade,  of  Bushrod 
Johnson's  division.  There  are  also  prisoners  from  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  cav 
alry  division,  and  officers  captured  say  that  General  W.  II.  F.  Lee  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  lungs  in  the  action  this  a.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McEETEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Among  thirty-seven  prisoners  just  sent  in  from  General 
Warren  1  find,  in  addition  to  those  already  reported  in  General  War 
ren's  front,  a  few  men  from  Cooke's  brigade,  of  Heth's  division.  Prison 
ers  from  Fifth  Xorth  Carolina  Cavalry  confirm  report  that  General  W. 
H.  F.  Lee  was  severely  wounded  in  the  lungs  to-day.  He  crossed  the 
Appomattox  River  yesterday  morning  with  Chambliss' and  Barringer's 
brigades.  Rosser's  and  Butler's  brigade  are  still  on  north  side  of  James 
River,  and  Wickham's  and  Lomax's  brigades,  under  command  of  Fitz 
Lee,  are  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  with  General  Early. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MoENTEE, 

Captain,  tCc. 

P.  S. — Dearing's  brigade  is  also  here  in  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division. 

J.  McE. 


AUGUST  21, 1864—9.30  a,  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

All  quiet  in  front.     Right  smart  cannonading  in  direction  of  Fifth 
Army  Corps. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  21,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  report  lias  just  been  received  and  is  respect 
fully  forwarded : 

PLANK  ROAD  STATION. 

August  21 — //  a.  m. 

A  column  of  about  000  infantry  moving  to  our  right  in  rear  of  fort  northwest  from 
station  have  disappeared  in  woods.  Enemy  are  shelling  quite  lively  in  our  front; 
our  batteries  replying. 

FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  21,  1864—12  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  signal  officer  reports  that  stragglers  have  been  passing 
all  the  morning  on  the  Broadway  road,  and  infers  a  corps  or  division 
lias  passed  toward  Petersburg.  He  also  reports  a  squadron  of  cavalry 
passing  toward  City  Point. 

CHARLES  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


GIBBON'S  HOUSE,  August  21,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  musketry  in  front  of  this  station  was  only  a  heavy  picket-fire, 
both  lines  remaining  in  their  works. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  21,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from  the 
signal  station  at  the  Jordan  house,  and  is  respectfully  forwarded: 

The  enemy's  signal  officer  has  just  reported  as  follows:  "We  drove  the  enemy's 
left  from  the  Weldon  road  and  are  .still  pursuing." 

DAVIS, 
Captain. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  21,  18G4 — 5  p.  m. 
Captain  FISHER: 

Firing  by  enemy  in  front  of  my  station  between  10  and  12  a.  m.  An 
embrasure  is  being  built  in  a  short  work  of  the  enemy  at  the  place  of 
the  exploded  fort.  It  will  enable  the  enemy  to  enfilade  our  line  in  front 
of  my  station. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  21,  1804 — 0.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

A  regiment  of  about  400  men  moved  out  of  town  on  same  road,  and 
taking  same  direction  as  those  reported  yesterday  at  1.30  p.  m.  They 
were  followed  by  two  ambulances.  I  think  the  enemy  has  moved  the 
artillery  from  four-gun  battery  to  left  of  white  house. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 

/Sergeant. 


362  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LI V. 

PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL,  STATION, 

August  21,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Between  forty  and  fifty  ambulances  passed  to  our  right  on  Weldon 
railroad  toward  Petersburg  to-day,  and  many  stragglers  passing  and 
repassing  on  same  road.  No  movements  visible  since  last  report. 
Camps  unchanged. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  21,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  rebel  signal 
message,  intercepted  by  the  signal  officer  at  the  Jordan  house: 

Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Since  fog  cleared,  as  far  as  I  can  see  to  left  of  CobVs  and.  crossing  pontoon  and 
Broadway  road,  I  notice  a  large  number  of  stragglers  passing,  going  toward  Peters 
burg,  which  leads  me  to  think  that  a  division  or  corps  must  have  passed  during  the 
night.  Two  companies  of  cavalry  passed  along  the  Broadway  road  toward  Peters 
burg.  The  sharpshooters  report  the  same. 

R., 

Sergeant  at  114. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 10.35  a.  m. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  SECOND  CORPS: 

In  consequence  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  at  this  time  the 
commanding  general  directs  that  for  the  present  the  subsistence  sup 
plies  required  for  the  troops  west  of  the  plank  road  be  packed  to  them, 
and  that  the  commanders  of  such  troops  make  the  necessary  arrange 
ments  for  this  purpose.  Until  further  orders  no  salt  meat  will  be 
issued  to  the  troops  west  of  the  plank  road.  The  chief  commissary  has 
been  directed  to  provide  beef  on  the  hoof  instead.  Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  commanding  officers  Fifth  and  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  Y.  SLOSSON, 

Comdg.  Company  D,  Fifteenth  New  York  Vol.  Engineers: 
You  will  remain  until  to-morrow  morning,  with  sixty  men  and  your 
bridge  where  it  now  is,  with  the  draw  either  open  or  closed,  as  may  be 
most  convenient.    The  balance  of  your  men  will  return  to  this  camp 
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to-day.  In  the  morning  you  Trill  swing  your  bridge,  take  up  the  abut 
ments,  and  have  everything  ready  to  tow  to  this  place  in  the  way  that 
was  attempted  last  night — that  is,  the  whole  bridge  laid  in  one  raft. 
The  stern  boats  will  be  provided  with  oars  and  oarsmen  to  steer.  A 
tug  will  report  to  you  at  8  a.  m. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham: 

CHANGING  CLAPP, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  18(',4 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

According  to  statement  of  deserters  the  troops  of  the  enemy  in  their 
intrenchments  in  front  of  us  are  Johnson's  division,  of  Beauregard's 
corps,  one  brigade  of  Hoke's  division,  and  two  brigades  of  Heth's 
division.  The  remainder  are  in  front  of  Warren,  namely,  three  bri 
gades  of  Hoke's  division,  two  brigades  of  Heth's  division,  and  all  of 
Mahone's  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Ord.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—12  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

With  the  enemy's  intrenchmeut  held  with  as  thin  a  line  as  he  now 
hold's  it,  Mott's  division  need  only  hold  the  front  line  of  works  thinly 
and  the  large  redoubt  on  the  plank  road,  so  as  to  leave  every  man  pos 
sible  available  for  the  left.  The  commanding  general  thinks  that  in  the 
present  almost  impassable  condition  o4  the  roads  it  is  advisable  not  to 
take  your  artillery  beyond  the  plank  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — General  Ord  will  send  from  500  to  800  men  to  relieve  that 
many  of  Mott's.  Please  give  directions  accordingly,  and  let  Mott 
communicate  to  General  Ord  where  the  troops  can  best  get  into  the 
intreuchmeuts. 

A.  A.  H. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—11.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Gurley  House: 

I  am  instructed  to  say  that  circumstances  may  render  it  necessary  to 
assume  the  offensive  to-morrow,  and  the  commanding  general  desires 
you  to  be  preoared  at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  General  Warren.) 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 

No  preparations  will  be  made  for  the  troops  going  into  permanent 
camp,  as  the  command  will  probably  be  extended  to  the  left  to-day. 
The  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  short  notice. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

The  command  is  informed  that  General  Warren  has  repulsed  the 
second  attack  made  on  him  to-day,  capturing  several  colors  and  inflict 
ing  great  loss  on  the  enemy. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Weldon  Railroad,  August  21,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Excepting  only  the  wagons  for  intrenching  tools,  no  wagons  what 
ever  will  be  brought  this  side  of  the  plank  road.     Subsistence,  forage, 
ammunition,  and  officers'  supplies  must  all  be  packed  and  brought  up 
as  required.    Spring  wagons  are  included  in  this  particular. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Hancock : 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Major  HAZARD, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Second  Army  Corps  : 

MAJOR:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  desires  that  you  place  a 
battery  of  light  12s  in  the  square  redoubt  on  the  right  of  the  Jerusalem 
plank  road,  in  addition  to  the  battery  already  there  (Clark's).  You  will 
please  have  this  attended  to  to-night  as  early  as  possible. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ORDERS.]    HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 

The  command  will  move  immediately  in  the  following  order:  Captain 
Brown,  Captain  Burton,  Captain  McKnight,  Lieutenant  Beck,  Captain 
Edgell,  Captain  Sleeper,  Captain  Ames,  Lieutenant  Roder,  Captain 
Woerner,  Captain  Dow.  Each  battery  will  move  out  and  follow  the 
one  preceding  it  without  further  orders.  Captain  Miller  will  command 
the  column. 

By  command  of  Capt.  A.  J.  Clark: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864.     (Received  1.30  p.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Division,  Second  Corps: 

To  save  time  orders  are  sent  you  direct  that  General  Ord  will  send 
from  500  to  800  men  to  relieve  as  many  of  your  men  now  holding  the 
intrenchments  as  'practicable.  An  engineer  officer  will  see  you  and 
conduct  Ord's  troops  to  that  part  of  the  trenches  from  which  yours  will 
be  withdrawn  upon  being  relieved  by  Ord's  men.  General  Hancock  is 
advised  of  this  and  will  send  you  orders.  Unless  directed  to  the  con 
trary  by  General  Hancock,  please  send  the  part  of  your  division  taken 
from  the  trenches  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Strong  house.  Have  these 
orders  executed  as  promptly  as  possible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 
August  21,  1864—1.30  p.  m.     (Received  2.10  p.  m.) 
General  MOTT: 

Please  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  to  General  Ames  at  once  to  show 
the  latter  the  best  way  to  the  right  of  your  trenches,  where  I  wish 
General  Ames  to  post  all  his  available  force  (two  or  three  regiments). 
Th^y  will  be  stretched  out  to  cover  about  half  your  present  line.  Also 
please  send  at  once  another  staff  officer  to  report  to  General  Carr,  who 
has  two  or  three  regiments  to  post  in  the  left  half  of  your  trenches.  Let 
these  staff  officers  know  where  to  take  the  respective  commands,  and 
oblige, 

Yours, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864.     (Received  2.45  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  he  is  about  to  proceed  with  the  balance  of  his  command  to  the 
Gurley  house  (shown  on  the  map).  He  will  therefore  be  unable  to 
relieve  your  pickets,  and  you  wrill  be  obliged  to  look  out  for  [your]  own 
left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  A.  WALKER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

Camp  in  the  Trenches,  August  21,  1864 — 12  m. 
[Maj.  JOHN  HANCOCK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General:] 

MAJOR:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the 
division,  directing  me  to  make  a  demonstration  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
works.  1  proceeded  at  once  to  the  trenches.  Orders  were  given  to  the 
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command  to  strike  the  shelters  in  front  where  they  could  be  seen  by 
the  enemy,  the  men  to  sling  their  knapsacks  and  take  arms.  After  the 
batteries  had  opened  on  our  line  orders  were  issued  and  repeated  with 
a  loud  voice  throughout  our  line  "  to  prepare  to  advTance."  Banners 
were  unfurled  and  every  demonstration  made  to  jump  over  the  breast 
works  by  raising  muskets  and  hats  while  the  whole  line  was  cheering. 
This  had  the  effect  to  bring  the  enemy  partly  up  on  fop  of  their  works, 
apparently  waiting  for  our  advance.  Opposite  our  center  we  observed 
a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  and  behind  an  extensive  abatis  (Spanish 
riders)  a  line  of  battle,  in  strength  fully  equal  to  ours.  On  the  right 
(their  left)  they  did  not  appear  quite  so  strong,  owing  to  the  continued 
fire  kept  up.  The  appearance  on  our  left  (their  right)  was  about  the 
same  as  in  front  of  our  center. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  MCALLISTER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 5.30  a.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  it  is  probable  the  estimate  of  prisoners 
taken  from  me  reported  in  the  Richmond  papers  is  nearly  right.  Gen 
eral  Crawford's  division  lost  in  all,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  2,100 
men.  General  Ayres  in  the  two  days  has  about  650  missing.  So  many 
fell  out  on  the  march  here  that  we-caunot  say  how  many  were  prisoners, 
but  it  must  be  the  greater  proportion  of  the  above.  General  Cutler  has 
also  lost  heavily.  We  drove  the  enemy  back  everywhere  in  confusion 
with  our  troops  in  reserve,  but  they  had  such  an  easy  way  to  escape 
into  their  intrenchments  that  our  prisoners  were  few,  not  exceeding  1'GO. 
I  will  be  able  to  send  you  a  detailed  report  this  morning,  but  as  yet  I 
have  not  got  in  reports  from  all  the  divisions. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  186-1 — 5. 10  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  I  disposed  my  command  on 
the  three  sides  of  a  parallelogram  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  being  turned,  and  the  whole  command  is  about  here  in  the  space  of 
little  over  a  square  mile.  Until  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country  is 
gained  on  which  you  propose  to  establish  the  intrenched  line,  I  would 
advise  some  similar  disposition  of  the  Second  Corps  between  here  and 
the  plank  road,  and  then  let  us  extend  to  meet  each  other.  The  country 
is  so  wooded  that  it  will  take  some  time  to  select  the  proper  line,  and 
in  doing  this  the  mass  of  the  troops  could  rest  till  their  position  was 
determined.  These  long  lines  in  the  woods  expose  them  to  be  easily 
broken,  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  commander  to  provide  against  it  if 
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done  while  the  line  is  being  established,  unless  it  is  securely  intrenched, 
as  we  go,  with  a  heavy  flank  force  and  immediate  supports  to  cover  the 
line  while  it  is  intrenching. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  good  point  to  concentrate  the  troops  of  the 
Second  Corps  before  establishing  any  regular  line  is  a  little  northeast 
of  the  Aikeu  house.  A  road  very  direct  from  the  large  redoubt  runs 
by  it  to  this  place  which  will  want  a  little  cutting'  out  where  I  made 
the  slashing  around  the  redoubt.  The  old  line  constructed  as  far  as 
the  bend  southwest  of  the  Jones  house  would  do.  It  would  then  take 
across  to  some  old  works  (it  may  be  badly  located)  and  then  toward 
Dunlop's ;  it  would  make  a  line  about  three  miles  long  from  the  large 
redoubt  to  the  railroad. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 8,30  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

We  hear  heavy  tiring  in  your  direction.    What  is  the  condition  of 
affairs  with  you! 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy  have  driven  in.  my  pickets  on  the  north  and  west  and 
opened  with  artillery,  but  his  tiring  is  from  points  where  he  cannot  see. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

(Or  any  officer  at  his  headquarters.) 

Heavy  firing  is  heard  in  your  direction.    What  is  going  on  I 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-Generai  HUMPHREYS: 

GENERAL  :  The  enemy  showed  an  infantry  line  of  battle  at  Flow 
ers',  but  our  artillery  compelled  it  to  leave.  I  don't  think  I  can  be 
Avhipped  if  dispositions  will  save  me,  for  my  line  extends  well  around, 
with  considerable  reserves.  If  the  enemy  comes  between  me  and  the 
plank  road  to  attack  I  would  like  to  have  his  rear  harassed  if  you  have 
any  little  spare  force  to  do  it  with.  I  consider  the  efforts  this  morn 
ing  as  demonstration  to  get  at  a  knowledge  of  my  position.  The  tiring 
has  ceased  for  a  few  moments  past. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

Major-General  Parke  will  move  at  once  with  Ferrero's  division 
toward  your  position  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  yesterday.  Major-Gen 
eral  Hancock's  troops  will  move  at  once  to  carry  out  the  same  orders, 
having  arrived  in  this  vicinity  about  S  o'clock  this  morning.  Should 
the  enemy  endeavor  to  penetrate  between  you  and  the  plank  road  and 
attack  you  Hancock's  troops  will  be  at  once  thrown  upon  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 
August  21,  1864.     (Received  10.30  a.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

We  have  just  repulsed  an  attack  of  Mahone's  division  from  the  west 
of  the  railroad.    Whipped  it  easily. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 10.50  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

We  have  now  several  hundred  prisoners.  They  seem  to  belong  to 
Mahone  and  Hokc,  and  there  is  among  the  troops  a  brigade  commanded 
by  General  Hagood.  The  enemy  is  reported  all  the  time  moving  down 
to  my  left. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

General  Hancock's  two  divisions  are  moving  to  the  Strong  house, 
from  which  point  they  will  proceed  to  prepare  the  line  to  the  left  as 
indicated  in  yesterday's  instructions.  They  will  be  held  ready,  how- 
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ever,  to  move  to  you  should  any  exigency  require  it.  Parke  is  to  move 
out  at  once  with  Ferrero's  division  to  you.  Clingman's,  Hagood's,  and 
Colquitt's  brigades  all  belong  to  Hoke's  division.  According  to  a 
deserter's  statement  you  have  those  three  brigades  of  Hoke's,  Mahone's 
division,  and  two  brigades  of  Hetli's  division  opposed  to  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  staff. 

The  following  dispatch  lYom  Lieutenant-General  Grant  is  sent  for 
your  information  and  guidance.* 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Jones'  House,  August  21,  1864 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Hancock's 
two  divisions  are  ordered  to  the  Gurley  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Parke  is  ordered  to  set  Ferrero's  division  to  slashing  from  the  Strong 
house  west,  and  to  concentrate  Potter's  division  near  the  Aiken  house. 

A.  A.  H. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  11.10  a.  in.  and  the  copy  of  the  one 
from  General  Grant  to  General  Meade  of  11.20  a.  in.  for  my  information 
and  guidance.  If  the  enemy  attacks  me  so  as  to  get  a  crushing  repulse, 
I  will  take  every  advantage  of  it.  If  he  wishes  to  get  me  off,  as  he  has 
been  trying  for  four  days  to  do,  I  think  he  will  make  a  more  vigorous 
effort  yet.  I  am  holding  myself  prepared  for  it.  On  my  north  front 
he  falls  back  at  once  into  his  iutrenchments,  and  if  I  move  west  with 
my  whole  force  I  must  make  another  detour  to  avoid  a  flank  attack 
while  doing  it.  I  lose  all  the  advantage  of  my  artillery  as  soon  as  I 
move  and  get  the  effect  of  his.  I  believe  I  have  fought  against  the 
army  opposed  to  me  to  know  pretty  well  what  to  do  here  on  the  field. 
General  Parke  is  now  here.  He  ranks  me. 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 10.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

Do  you  know  how  far  the  railroad  party  have  destroyed  the  railroad 
to-day? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  and  will  send  it. 

A.  A.  H. 

*  See  Grant  to  Meade,  11.20  a.  in.,  p.  355. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 12  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  railroad  party  have  destroyed  about  one  mile  and  a  half  south 
of  this  place — the  Globe  Tavern.  Thanks  for  your  attention  to  my 
private  dispatch. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  205.  f  August  21,  1864. 

1.  Col.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  having  reported 
at  these  headquarters,  in  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Ayres, 
commanding  Second  Division,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

*  *  *  *  *     *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren  : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  110.     J  August  21,  1864—9.45  a.  m 

Wherever  our  skirmishers  have  been  driven  in  they  will  be  immedi 
ately  pushed  back  again  as  soon  as  the  firing  ceases. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  HOi.    ]  August  21,  1864—9  p.  m. 

Division  commanders  will  to-night  strengthen  their  positions  where 
they  can,  and  have  their  men  under  arms  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow 
morning.  They  will  push  their  pickets  out  as  far  as  possible,  the  men, 
if  necessary,  creeping  on  their  hands  and  knees  so  that  they  may  be 
able  to  give  timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  case  of  a 
fog;  and,  in  that  event,  if  an  alarm  is  given  and  the  firing  begins  it 
must  be  stopped  as  soon  as  it  appears  that  the  enemy  is  not  advancing. 
Instructions  must  be  given  in  detail  on  these  points.  Let  sixty  rounds 
of  ammunition  be  kept  on  the  persons  of  the  men. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

GENERAL  :  There  are  about  thirty  men  of  General  Willcox's  on  the 
picket-line  with  your  men  in  front  of  the  old  barn  on  the  right  of  the 
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railroad.  The  major-general  commanding  directs  you  to  relieve  them 
with  your  own  men.  An  officer  from  General  Willcox  will  point  out  the 
place.  He  accompanies  this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  left  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  are  constructing  a  rifle-pit  in  rear  of  my  right  (Lieutenant  Van 
Reed's)  battery,  cutting  it  off  and  rendering  it  impossible  to  draw  it 
back  if  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-  Genera  /,  Com  mantling. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  if 
you  would  rather  j)ut  fupj   that  work  yourself  he  will  take  the  Ninth 
Corps  men  off  of  it.     He  directed  them  to  construct  it  last  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  general  intends  to   have  a  roadway  made,  so  that  Van 
Reed's  battery  can  be  withdrawn  by  the  right. 

F.  T.  L. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
General  AYRES  : . 

I  wish  you  to  occupy  with  your  troops  the  place  where  the  brigade 
of  General  Hartranft  [is]  if  you  think  it  necessary.  I  shall  have  to  en 
trust  that  part  of  the  line  to  you  and  take  him  away. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  -21 ,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
General  AYRES: 

I  wish  you  to  take  command  of  General  Cutler's  division  while  in  its 
present  position  and  distribute  that  force  so  as  to  strengthen  any  part 
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of  yours  if  necessary.  If  you  will  have  a  roadway  made  around  where 
I  stated,  I  will  send  over  a  battery.  On  your  north  front  I  laid  out  the 
lines  myself,  thus: 


Between  A  and  B  and  between  C  and  D  I  do  not  think  any  infantry 
should  be  placed.  The  battery  at  A  should  have  the  parapet  A  B  so 
fixed  as  to  fire  also  in"  the  direction  «  c  ;  that  at  D  E,  d  a.  I  don't 
tell  you  this  as  necessary  for  your  information,  but  to  say  I  rely  upon 
you  to  see  that  it  is  carried  out.  I  think  you  can  use  Van  Reed's  bat 
tery,  now  between  B  and  C.  It  might  be  withdrawn  by  you  if  necessary 
and  cover  that  space  by  the  infantry  taken  from  the  Hanks  A  B  and 
DC.  I  wish  you  on  the  front.  I  wish  you  to  exercise  the  fullest  au 
thority  and  discretion,  and  do  without  consulting  me,  if  I  am  not  present, 
whatever  you  think  best.  I  intrust  our  left  in  the  same  way  to  General 
Griffin.  I  will  look  out  for  the  center  and  reserves.  I  believe  Lee's 
army  can't  get  us  out  of  here  if  we  tight  well. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

No.  46.  f  August  21,  1864. 

1.  Col.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  having  been  assigned 
to  duty  with  this  division,  by  virtue  of  order  from  corps  headquarters  of 
this  date,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ayres : 

GEO.  L.  CHOISY, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION.  FIFTH  CORPS, 

No.  — .  )  August  21,  1864. 

The  One  hundred  and  ninetieth  and  One  hundred  and  ninety-first 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  heretofore  composing  the  Third  Brigade,  are 
hereby  transferred  to  the  First  Brigade,  and  the  Third  Brigade  will  be 
discontinued  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


.  LIV.1  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  373 

HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864.     (Received  8  a.  m.) 
Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SIR  :  I  have  completed  the  work  on  Bragg's  left  so  as  to  be  ready  for 
the  battery  which  the  general  proposed  to  put  in  there. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

L.  CUTLER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
August  21,  1864—10.15  a.  m.     (Received  10.30  a.  m.) 

Captain  HUTCHINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
Will  you  please  direct  General  Ferrero  to  move  his  division  as  soon 
as  relieved  by  General  Hancock's  troops  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Aikeu 
House,  and  then  hold  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  balance 
of  the  Ninth  Corps  or  the  Second  Corps. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Jones'  House,  August  21,  1864 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Major- General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Hancock's  two  divisions  are  ordered  to  the  Gurley  house.  Mott  will 
hold  as  far  as  the  Strong  house,  and  further  if  he  can.  The  command 
ing  general  desires  you  to  put  Ferrero's  division  to  slashing  and  hold 
ing  from  the  Strong  house  toward  Warren  and  to  concentrate  the 
division  now  at  that  work  (Potter's)  about  the  Aiken  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


WARREN'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  21,  1864 — 2.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  did  not  fully  understand  with  General  Hancock  that  he  was  to 
extend  his  line  to  the  left  beyond  that  now  held  by  Mott.  Will  you 
please  have  this  understood,  so  that  I  can  have  Potter's  division 
moved  to  the  left  and  strengthened.  He  now  holds  a  long  thin  line  in 
front  of  the  Aikeu  house,  and  White  and  Willcox  join  him  in  reserve. 
Ferrero  has  not  yet  arrived.  His  men  in  the  redoubt  on  the  plank 
road  were  to  have  been  relieved  by  the  Second  Corps,  and  then  he  was 
to  come  on  to  the  Aiken  house. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


374  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864— S  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WHITE, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  By  direction  of  the  major-general  commanding  the  army 
I  am  directed  to  have  the  work  of  slashing  and  making  rifle-pits  con 
tinued  all  night  until  a  close  connection  is  perfected  from  the  right  of 
the  Fifth  Corps  through  to  the  line  occupied  by  the  Second  Corps.  I 
wish  you  to  attend  to  this  work  in  your  front  and  make  a  complete  con 
nection  between  General  Willcox  and  General  Potter.  Please  report 
progress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  98.  J  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 

Col.  John  I.  Curtin,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  and  will  report  without  delay  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter : 

SAMUEL  WRIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
At  General  Potter's,  near  Gurley's  House,  August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

GENERAL  :  I  wish  you  to  relieve  the  Second  Division  on  the  line  it 
now  occupies,  extending  from  Warren's  position,  the  right  of  which  is 
now  picketed  by  General  White's  division.  I  wish  you  to  strengthen 
this  line  by  slashing  obstructions  and  such  defenses  as  may  be  found 
available.  I  wish  you  to  be  prepared  with  a  portion  of  the  troops 
under  arms  at  all  times  to  resist  any  advance  of  the  enemy  that  may 
be  made  on  your  front.  The  Second  Division  will  be  massed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Aiken's  house.  General  Potter's  staff  officer  will  show  you 
the  line.  It  is  possible  that  the  Second  Corps,  Mott's  troops,  may  ex 
tend  to  the  left  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Strong  house.  If  so,  you  will 
close  to  the  left,  and  thus  strengthen  your  line. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—10.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

General  Warren  holds  the  Weldou  railroad  at  Blick's,  Dunlop's,  &c. 
A  part  of  Kautz's  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Spear,  is  watching 
and  picketing  on  his  left,  probably  with  one  regiment,  and  the  brigade 
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you  sent  yesterday  is  covering  the  railroad  party  engaged  in  destroy 
ing  the  railroad  from  Blick's  south  toward  Reams'  Station.  The  com 
manding  general  desires  you  to  move  out  to  the  Weldon  railroad  with 
your  force  and  co-operate  with  General  Warren,  under  whose  orders 
the  destruction  of  the  railroad  was  commenced.  If,  in  your  judgment, 
any  part  of  Kautz's  division  should  return  to  this  side  of  the  Black- 
water  you  can  send  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 4.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  headquarters  are  on 
the  plank  road  below  McCaun's. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Six-Mile  House,  Weldon  Railroad,  August  21,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  your  brigade 
to  this  vicinity  and  cover  the  left  of  the  army  with  your  division, 
leaving  Kautz's  division  to  cover  from  the  plank  road  to  the  James. 
Colonel  Spear,  who  is  in  command  of  the  cavalry  now  here,  is  at  the 
Perkins  house,  about  a  mile  below  this,  on  the  Weldon  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  cross  roads  are  impracticable  for  wagons  and  artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 
Colonel  STEDMAN: 

You  will  move  your  command  out  at  once  along  the  railroad  and  make 
dispositions  to  cover  the  party  at  work  destroying  it  now  about  a  mile 
south  from  here.  Colonel  Spear's  cavalry  is  out  yet,  and  I  have  had  no 
report  since  I  saw  you  yesterday. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major- General. 

CITY  POINT,  August  21,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding: 

General  Ord  has  extended  so  as  to  hold  a  greater  front  to  relieve  as 
many  as  possible  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  go  to  General  Warren's 
support.  To  hold  what  he  now  does,  two  or  three  more  batteries  ought 
to  be  sent  to  him.  Have  you  got  them  to  spare?  If  so,  send  them. 
Two  will  probably  be  enough. 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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AUGUST  21, 1864. 
Captain  NORTON: 
Rebel  message  received  at  2.20  p.  m. : 

O.  O.  and  Colonel  B. : 
The  enemy  was  driven  from  Weldon  road.     We  are  still  pursuing  him. 

O., 
At  B. 

Send  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 

B.  F.  BUTLEE. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

The  last  dispatch  from  General  "Warren  was  dated  at  11  a.  m.  He 
then  stated  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  from  the  north  and  west,  but 
were,  too,  easily  repulsed.  We  did  not  get  them  close  enough  for  his 
fire  to  have  full  effect.  He  captured,  however,  400  prisoners  that  he 
knows  of.  I  hope  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  intercepted  signal. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c.: 

The  enemy  is  evidently  massing  everything  he  can  to  drive  our  troops 
from  the  Weldon  road.  To  do  this  he  is  undoubtedly  leaving  his 
intrenched  lines  almost  to  their  own  care.  Have  a  reconnaissance  made, 
and  if,  with  the  Tenth  Corps,  you  can  break  through,  do  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


AUGUST  21,  18G4— 2  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Birney  and  myself  are  at  this  moment  consulting  upon  the 
movement  which  you  suggest,  and  will  try  and  do  it  to-morrow  morning. 
If  we  do  anything  I  must  have  all  the  batteries  I  have  left.  I  have  but 
seven  in  all  on  the  line  and  in  reserve  on  this  side  of  the  river.  Will 
send  the  one  at  Spring  Hill  to  Ord.  General  Hancock  has  twelve. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21,  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  ,&c. : 

The  operator  at  General  Warren's  headquarters,  this  moment,  in  reply 
to  a  question  from  me  says  every  attack  of  the  enemy  has  been  repulsed, 
and  Warren's  position  is  now  stronger  than  ever. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  transmitted  to  General  Birney  at  4  p.  in.) 
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AUGUST  -51,  1804. 
Captain  NORTON: 
Rebel  message  received  11.30  a.  in. : 

10.45  A.  M. 
O.  O.,  Colonel  B.,  and  A.  B. : 

Since  the  smoke  cleared,  as  near  as  I  can  see  to  the  left  of  Cobb's  crossing  pon 
toon,  and  also  along  the  bridge  road,  I  noticed  a  large  number  of  stragglers  passing 
going  toward  Petersburg,  which  led  me  to  think  a  division  or  corps  had  passed  during 
the  night.  Two  companies  of  cavalry  passed  along  the  military  road  going  toward 
City  Point.  General  Thomas'  sharpshooters  made  the  same  report. 

R.. 
Sergeant  at  C. 

K[BZYWOSZYNSKI], 

Lieutenant. 


AUGUST  21,  18G4— 10.35  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER: 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  in  answer  to  your  inquiry  the  signal 
officers  at  Crow's  Nest,  Water  Battery,  tower,  and  Spring  Hill  report 
that  they  have  observed  no  movements  or  indications  of  movements  of 
enemy  to-day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  my  return  with  ray  troops  to  old  camp 
during  the  night.  I  was  left  to  protect  the  crossing  of  Generals  Han 
cock's  and  Gregg's  troops. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


AUGUST  21,  18G4 — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  BTRNEY: 

It  being  now  quite  certain  that  the  enemy  have  withdrawn  very  largely 
in  front  of  our  line  between  the  James  and  Appomattox  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  battle  to  General  Warren,  on  the  Weldon  road,  below  Peters 
burg,  it  is  thought  expedient  that  we  should  make  the  attempt  to  pierce 
their  lines  in  this  front.  For  that  purpose  you  will  take,  say,  4,000  of 
your  best  troops,  and  passing  on  to  the  plain  near  Port  Walthall  will, 
just  before  day,  say  3.30  a.  m.,  move  upon  the  enemy's  lines  between 
the  Appomattox  and  Bake-House  Creek,  and  up  the  valley  of  the  creek, 
if  found  practicable.  From  the  point  at  the  old  mill-pond  near  the 
picket-line  held  by  us,  it  would  be  well  to  send  off,  say,  two  regiments 
or  a  brigade  of  not  more  than  800  men,  to  move  with  vigor  up  the  road 
that  leads  to  the  left,  at  the  same  time  to  make  a  vigorous  attack  in 
that  direction.  A  column  of,  say,. 1,000  men  should  at  the  same  time 
make  demonstrations  in  the  nature  of  a  feint  on  the  right,  near  Ware 
Bottom  Church,  so  that  the  enemy  shall  be  held  in  check  there.  This 
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column  should  be  kept  under  cover  as  much  as  possible,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  seek  cover  to  all  possible  extent  consist 
ently  with  a  demonstration.  At  the  same  time  all  our  batteries  should 
open  on  the  center  of  the  enemy's  line.  As  this  movement,  if  properly 
timed,  should  be  substantially  over,  let  the  troops  take  nothing  but 
their  canteens  filled  and  cartridge-boxes.  So  much  depends  on  your 
executive  energy  and  skill  that  I  forbear  making  other  details  the  sub 
ject  of  an  order. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  21,  1864 — 3.55  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

General  Grant  telegraphs  as  follows  at  3.40  p.  m. : 

The  operator  at  General  Warren's  headquarters  this  moment,  in  reply  to  a  question 
from  me,  says  every  attack  of  the  enemy  has  been  repulsed  and  Warren's  position  is 
now  stronger  than  ever. 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


CITY  POINT,  August  21,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

(Via  Butler's  headquarters.) 
General  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps: 

Get  everything  ready  as  we  talked  for  the  movement  we  spoke  of. 
It  is  approved.  We  are  to  move  on  Petersburg,  so  we  all  say.  Will 
be  back  at  once.  Let  the  men  take  nothing  but  canteen  of  coffee  and 
cartridge-box. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


AUGUST  21.  1864 — 7.15  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

Come  over.    If  you  could  bring  with  you  Terry  and  the  commanders 
that  are  to  lead  the  column  it  would  be  better. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


AUGUST  21,  1864—11.40  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

Telegram  received.  From  what  you  have  learned,  what  is  your  opin 
ion  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  movement?  You  can  judge  better  than 
I,  having  seen  the  parties  making  report. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ~>1,  1804.     (Sent  12.15  a.  m.  22d.) 

Major-General  BUTLER, 

Headquarters  : 

My  opinion  is  that  they  have  restored  the  strength  of  their  line  to 
meet  the  return  of  my  corps.  Their  line,  like  ours,  will  almost  defend 
itself  with  artillery.  I  have  confidence  in  the  reports  of  re-enforcements. 
I  dislike  to  abandon  the  movement,  but  regard  it  as  perhaps  a  doubt 
ful  one  as  to  success.  A  surprise  might  take  the  line. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 

(Forwarded  by  Butler  to  Lientenant-General  Grant  at  12.35  a.  m.  22d.) 

AUGUST  21,  1804. 

Colonel  SMITH, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  I : 

A  small  brigade  of  infantry  and  eight  army  wagons  have  moved 
toward  our  right  on  the  road  to  Richmond. 

CHAS.  F.  CROSS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Auguxt  2 

The  following  disposition  of  troops  to  execute  the  order  will  be  made: 
Brigadier-General  Terry,  with  Howell's  brigade,  of  his  own  division, 
one  brigade  of  colored  troops,  under  Brigadier-General  Birney,  and  Cur 
tis'  brigade,  of  Turner's  division,  will  make  the  attack.  He  will  be 
ready  to  make  the  attack  by  3.30  a.  m.  to-morrow.  He  will  pass  on  to 
the  plain  near  Port  Walthall  and  move  upon  the  enemy's  lines  between 
the  Appomattox  and  Bake-House  Creek,  and  up  the  valley  of  the 
creek,  if  found  practicable.  Brigadier-General  Foster,  with  his  three 
regiments,  will  make  a  demonstration  in  the  nature  of  a  feint  on  the 
right  near  Ware  Bottom  Church,  so  that  the  enemy  shall  be  held  in 
check  there.  He  will  keep  his  column  under  cover  as  much  as  possible 
so  as  to  avoid  artillery  fire,  and  will  do  all  that  is  possible  to  make  a 
demonstration.  He  will  move  up  so  as  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets, 
cheering  and  yelling,  at  precisely  3.30  a.  in.  Colonel  Curtis  will  detach 
a  regiment  from  his  brigade  to  move  up  the  mill-pond  road  on  the  right 
of  Bake-House  Creek.  The  regiment  will  then  deploy  to  the  left  and 
make  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  enemy's  works.  This  movement  will  be 
made  simultaneously  with  the  attack  by  General  Terry's  division  on 
the  left.  The  regiment  should  be  in  position  to  make  the  attack  at  3.30 
a.  m.  to-morrow. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  during 
the  night  in  light  marching  order,  without  knapsacks.     They  will  take 
one  day's  rations  and  coffee  in  the  canteens. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  General  Foster's  com 
mand  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  and  join  his  division,  except  his  cav- 
alry^and  two  infantry  regiments.     The  garrisons  of  the  redoubts  will 
be  relieved  and  march  with  their  regiments. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Birney  : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FOSTER, 

Deep  Bottom: 

Have  all  your  troops,  except  cavalry  and  two  regiments  of  infantry 
to  garrison  the  works,  ready  to  march  to  your  division.  Orders  in  due 
course  will  reach  you. 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  21,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Everything  is  now  in  its  former  position.  The  pontoon  was  replaced 
before  daylight.  This  morning  both  pontoons  below  the  creek  are  taken 
away.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Conn  is  about  leaving  at  this  time.  The 
enemy  tried  Colonel  Coan's  pickets  about  daylight  on  the  right  in  small 
force. 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  cause  the  colored 
troops  on  the  line  to  be  relieved  and  sent  to  their  brigade. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TURNER, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

The  major- general  commanding  particularly  desires  to  Lave  Curtis' 
brigade  go  entire,  aud  he  directs  that  you  relieve  it  by  one  of  your 
other  brigades. 

Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Col.  N.  M.  CURTIS, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

COLONEL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  picket  the  line  the  same  as  last  night  and  from  the  same 
troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISRAEL   R.  SEALY, 
Captain,  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HDQRS.  FOURTH  REGIMENT  MASSACHUSETTS  CAVALRY, 

In  the  Field,  August  21,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  corps  headquarters  I  reported  for  duty  with  my  command  to 
Brigadier-General  Turner,  on  the  evening  of  August  13,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  trenches  under  immediate  command  of  Colonel 
Curtis.  On  the  17th  of  August  I  reported  for  duty  with  my  command 
to  Major-General  Birney  at  corps  headquarters,  and  was  ordered  to 
picket  and  patrol  that  portion  of  the  line  connecting  the  right  of 
Brigadier-General  Birney's  with  the  left  of  General  Gregg's  picket- 
line.  This  duty  was  performed  until  August  20,  at  10  p.  m.,  when,  in 
obedience  to  marching  orders,  I  covered  the  rear  of  the  retiring  pickets 
to  the  pontoon  bridge,  reaching  camp  at  4  a.  m.  August  21.  The  only 
casualty  to  my  command  was  an  accidental  injury  to  one  man  by  gun 
shot  wound. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS   WASHBURN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WASHBURN, 

Commanding  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  report,  with  your 
command  (dismounted),  to  Brigadier-General  Turner  for  duty  in  the 
intrenchments. 

Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
August  21,  1864—8.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 
What  did  the  firing  mean  this  morning? 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Comment  ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL  : 

There  is  very  heavy  tiring  now  going  on  five  or  six  miles  south  of 
this  apparently,  probably  a  severe  engagement  on  the  left.  It  is  too 
far  to  hear  musketry. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Colonel  KENSEL, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  firing  this  a.  m.  was  a  shelling  along  the  whole  line  just  as  much 
as  we  have  had  for  three  mornings  previous.  I  suppose  it  was 
intended  to  annoy  us. 

ORD, 
Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  open  your  batteries 
upon  the  enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Mott.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 10.35  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  in  addition  to  opening 
your  batteries  upon  the  enemy,  you  make  every  demonstration  of 
attack  upon  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Mott.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

[August  21,  1864}— 11.25  a.  m. 
Major- General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

All  was  going  on  well  on  the  left.  The  enemy  showed  a  line  of  bat 
tle  in  front  of  Warren's  left,  when  he  opened  his  artillery  upon  them. 
It  has  been  renewed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 
I  have  just  received  the  following: 

Capt.  S.  A.  CARTER: 

Have  .just  discovered  a  movement  of  the  rebels.  They  are  moving  in  haste  from 
the  front  of  Colonel  Fairchild's  brigade  to  the  rebel  right  ;  the  movement  is  quite 
plain.  Colonel  Fairchild  with  me. 

E.  WRIGHT, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
This  near  Burn  side's  mine. 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864.     (Received  11.40  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

My  ammunition  in  front  was  nearly  all  used  up  last  night,  and  I 
can't  keep  up  the  tiring  long. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 11.40  a.  m. 
Major  General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  received.  Can  you  concentrate  your  troops  at  any 
point,  leaving  a  very  thin  line  in  the  iutrenchmeats,  and  attack  if  the 
enemy  thins  oft'  much  more,  or  can  you  extend  your  line  and  relieve 
some  part  of  Mott's  troops,  so  that  they  can  be  sent  toward  the  Wei- 
don  railroad?  Mahoue's  division  attacked  Warren  and  was  repulsed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864.     (Received  12  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  will  relieve  a  portion  of  my  troops  and  send  from  500  to  800  men  to 
relieve  General  Mott  on  the  left.  Please  send  a  staff  officer  to  my  head 
quarters  to  show  them  the  way. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  Gentral. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21j  1864 — 11.55  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  following  has  been  received: 

Captain  CARTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

The  rebel  movement  reported  to  you  continued  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  our 
artillery  opened  on  them  and  they  at  once  hid  in  a  covered  way. 

E.  WRIGHT. 
Colonel,  (.'ommanding  Brigade. 

Respectfully, 

E.  O.  C.  OKI), 

Major- (General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—12  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

General  Mott  holds  the  intrenchments  from  your  left  to  the  plank 
road,  and  your  troops  had  probably  better  extend  to  the  left.  1  will 
advise  General  Hancock  at  once,  and  that  Mott  should  send  some  one 
to  point  out  how  your  troops  should  best  enter  the  trenches — but  they 
are  new  to  the  intrenchments. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
General  GRANT  : 

I  have  ordered  portions  of  my  men  to  relieve  Mott's  division,  by 
General  Meade's  order.  My  parapet  front  line  in  places  does  not  cover 
my  men,  having-  been  washed  down  by  rain,  hence  there  is  danger  of 
reducing  too  much  my  trench  guard,  having  no  reserves  of  either  in 
fantry  or  artillery.  I  should  like  two  or  three  batteries  from  General 
Butler,  Parke  having  withdrawn  three  batteries,  and  I  have  none  to 
replace  them.  I  have  no  battery  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  near 
Fort  Clifton. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  21, 1864 — l  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps : 

The  enemy  evidently  intend  to  use  nearly  their  entire  force  to  drive 
us  from  the  Weldon  road.  This  will  enable  us  either  to  penetrate  their 
line  or  to  hold  ours  with  a  small  force.  Either  make  an  attempt  to 
break  through  on  your  front,  or  extend  so  as  to  relieve  Mott's  division 
to  go  to  Warren.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  latter  to  be  the  best 
policy,  but  leave  it  to  your  judgment. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1861.     (Received  3.50  p.  m.) 
General  BUTLER: 

1  have  asked  General  Grant  for  three  batteries  to  replace  three  of 
General  Parke's.  He  replies  that  you  will  let  me  have  one  and  Gen 
eral  Hancock  the  other  two.  Will  the  one  from  you  arrive  before 
night?  My  line  now  is  between  three  and  four  miles  long. 

E.  O.  O.  OttD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  186-1—^.05  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 
The  following  has  just  been  received: 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  U.  S.  COLORED  TROOPS, 

August  21,  1S64 — 6.30  p.  m. 

GENERAL:  An  intelligent  man,  whom  I  have  had  in  a,  tree  top  to-day  to  observe 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  reports  that  three  bodies  of  rebels  moved  toward  the  left 
(our  left)  at  5  p.  m.     He  thinks  about  a  regiment  in  each  body. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  SHURTLEFF, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fifth   U.  S.  Colored  Troops. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  do  not  feel  confident  as  to  strength  of  my  line  if  attacked  vigor 
ously,  with  two  little  reserves  two  miles  apart  and  enemy  only  UOO 
yards  off.  Have  made  the  best  preparations  I  could.  Shall  to-morrow 
take  the  Spencer  carbines  from  my  detachment  of  cavalry  and  put 
these  arms  in  the  trenches. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864 — 10.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  thinks  it  best  that  you  should  not  weaken 
your  line  any  further.  He  can  get  along  very  well  without  calling  on 
you  still  more. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  o/  Staff,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
COLONEL:  I  have  to  report  that  my  corps  in  the  last  ten  days  has 
been  reduced,  principally  by  sickness,  from  the  10th    to    the    19th? 
25  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  ii 
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inclusive,  2,103  officers  and  men.  The  sick  men,  when  I  took  command, 
averaged  only  7  per  cent.  It  is  now  from  17  to  20,  and  increasing 
rapidly.  The  fact  that  these  men  came  here  from  a  malarious  district 
of  the  South,  that  they  had  beeu  more  than  two  months  in  the  trenches, 
and  that  in  the  last  few  days  they  have  been  exposed  to  heavy  rains, 
which  nil  the  pits,  and  to  the  enemy's  lire,  which  prevents  their  obtain 
ing  rest,  will  account  for  this  condition  of  the  men.  I  have  no  hesita 
tion  in  saying  that  unless  the  corps  is  relieved  from  its  present  duty 
and  allowed  rest,  in  the  course  of  a  month  I  shall  not  have  5,000  able- 
bodied  men  for  duty  out  of  the  10,000  now  reported.  I  have  no  reserves 
to  relieve  the  men  from  the  trenches,  who  are  scattered  along  a  line  of 
over  three  miles,  besides  doing  picket  duty  for  nve  miles  on  the  river 
front. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &e., 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  21,  1861 — 10.05  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

GENERAL:  Get  all  your  men  under  arms,  including  reserves.  Send 
a  staff  officer  to  each  of  your  brigades  to  let  you  know  the  condition  of 
affairs,  and  whether  there  is  any  movement  on  the  left.  Be  prepared 
to  and  re-enforce  any  threatened  part  of  the  line  without  waiting  any 
further  instructions.  The  batteries  are  directed  to  open  all  along  the 
line.  Please  comply  with  inclosed  telegram  as  near  as  you  can. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as 
a  staff  officer  reports  to  you  from  General  Mott,  commanding  division 
of  Second  Corps,  you  will  send  all  your  reserves  by  the  road  the  officer 
will  designate,  to  relieve  the  left  half  of  the  line  now  held  by  General 
Mott,  in  the  Ninth  Corps  front.  If  you  can  you  will  relieve  and  send 
the  sharpshooters  put  in  front  this  morning,  and  let  General  Ord  know 
the  whole  number  of  troops  sent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser 
vant, 

S.  S.  SEWARD, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

P.  S. — Send  the  best  officer  you  have  available  to  command  the 
detached  force. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  21,  186-1 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  CARR: 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
direct  you  to  send  one-half  of  your  reserve  force  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Ames  for  such  instructions  as  he  may  give  them.  The  other  half 
you  can  retain  as  your  own  reserve.  General  Ames  has  all  his  men  in 
the  trenches,  and  is,  therefore,  without  any  reserve  force. 
Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  HEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEEN  IH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Maj.  THEODORE  EEAD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 
MAJOR:  In  compliance  with  your  communication  of  this  date  one- 
half  of  my  reserve  have  been   sent  to  General  Ames,  commanding 
Second  Division.    They  reported  to  General  Ames  at  5  o'clock  this  p.  m. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CAKE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Col.  A.  F.  STEVENS, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

SIR:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  the 
regiments  of  your  command  now  at  the  left  of  the  Third  Brigade  and 
connect  them  with  the  other  regiments  of  your  brigade,  holding  the 
right  of  the  line,  this  evening  at  dusk. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  JOHNSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 

Col.  E.  M.  CULLEN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send 
one^half  of  the  force  now  with  you  (300  men  under  the  proper  officers)  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Ames,  commanding  Second  Division.  You 
will  notify  these  headquarters  so  soon  as  you  have  complied  with  this 
order.  Keep  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  with  yourself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  JOHNSON, 
Assistant  Adjuta n t-  General, 
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HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  AEMY  CORPS, 

August  Zl,  1864. 

Col.  S.  H.  EGBERTS, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

SIR:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  the 
movement  of  your  brigade  toward  the  left  of  the  line  intended  to  be 
made  last  night  will  be  carried  into  effect  this  evening. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  JOHN  SON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1861 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  A,  AMES, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

GENERAL:  I  am  directed  to  relieve  General  Mott,  who  occupies  the 
trenches  to  your  left,  as  far  as  the  plank  road  at  least.  Mass  all  your 
reserve  force  to  the  left  for  that  purpose.  If  you  can  find  General 
Mott's  headquarters  (I  do  not  know  where  they  are)  get  a  staff  officer 
from  him  to  show  you  the  best  way  to  his  (Mott's)  line,  and  relieve  as 
large  a  part  of  his  division  as  you  can.  General  Carr  will  send  two 
regiments,  about  000  men,  to  relieve  the  remainder.  Report  when 
move  commences.  I  telegraphed  for  a  staff  officer  to  you.  As  soon  as 
he  comes  from  General  Mott  (perhaps  you  had  better  mass  your  reserve 
and  wait  his  arrival)  let  ine  know  what  force  you  send. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR.]      HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  18TH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In   the  Field,  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  corps  headquarters,  brigade  com 
manders  will  have  their  reserves  kept  well  in  cainp  and  ready  for  any 
emergency. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ames  : 

CHARLES  A.  CARLETON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  21,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL  :  Colonel  Kleinz,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  stationed  at 
Mount  Sinai  Church,  reports  the  enemy's  pickets  quite  troublesome  last 
night  on  the  road  to  Surry  Court-House  and  the  Powhatan  stage  road; 
one  horse  killed ;  no  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.. 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

August  21,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SIR  :  In  accordance  to  your  directions  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
all  was  quiet  on  my  front  and  flank  last  night.  1  made  a  reconnais 
sance  yesterday  afternoon;  passed  to  the  right  of  Beams'  Station.  A 
small  force,  about  100,  are  at  Reams'.  The  enemy  patrol  from  Beams', 
on  a  road  west  of  the  Vaughau  road,  all  the  way  to  Petersburg.  The 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  have  removed  and  are  now  encamped  at  a 
point  three  miles  due  west  from  the  railroad.  I  shall  make  another 
reconnaissance  this  morning  toward  their  camp.  I  routed  two  reserve 
picket  stations  of  about  thirty  each  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

August  21,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 
[Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps  :] 

COLONEL:  Your  dispatch  received.  I  am  on  the  extreme  left.  No 
force  has  yet  been  discovered.  I  am  reconnoitering  and  will  send  you 
the  first  indication  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy.  I  have  securely 
picketed  every  point.  I  am  now  with  three  regiments  on  the  Vaughan 
road  trying  to  ascertain  their  movements.  The  enemy  have  even  drawn 
in  their  outer  pickets.  This  means  something  which  I  am  trying  to 
discover. 

Very  respectfully. 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

August  21,  1864. 
Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  am  now  at  Colonel  Wyatt's  house,  Vaughan  road.  Therightflank  of 
the  enemy  rests  here.  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  is  in  command.  I  had  a 
sharp  skirmish  with  his  advance  posts;  drove  them  all  in;  advanced  to 
the  main  body;  can  get  no  farther  without  heavy  loss.  The  roads  are 
all  barricaded  in  different  places.  The  enemy  are  bivouacked;  the 
distance  between  his  line  and  ours  cannot  exceed  one  mile  and  a  half. 
I  have  had  some  men  wounded  and  captured;  some  prisoners.  I  shall 
picket  strongly  every  point. 
Yours, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

August  21,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

SIR:  Since  my  last  dispatch  I  have  been  to  Reams'  Station. 
Destroyed  two  large  water-tanks,  pumps,  store-house,  &c.  A  force  or 
seventy  of  the  enemy  was  there;  small  skirmish  completely  routed 
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them.  Went  two  miles  [beyond]  Beams';  destroyed  telegraph  wire. 
Crossed  the  country  and  drove  all  pickets.  Know  where  one  regiment 
of  cavalry  is  encamped  eight  miles  from  here ;  will  visit  them  to  morrow. 
My  flank  is  well  guarded  and  the  enemy's  right  is  well  watched.  It  is 
still  resting  on  Wyatt's  house. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  SPEAB, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

August  21,  186-1: 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

GENERAL:  General  Gregg  directs  me  to  say  that  Colonel  Spear  will 
be  relieved  by  this  division  on  Weldon  railroad,  and  that  you  will 
picket  from  James  Biver  to  plank  road,  connecting  with  the  pickets  of 
the  Second  Division  Cavalry  at  a  point  in  vicinity  of  Gary's  Church, 
on  plank  road  (Jerusalem). 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22, 1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Beceived  2  p.  m.  23d.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  I).  C.: 

Everything  quiet  to-day.  There  were  indications  all  day  of  the  enemy 
collecting  his  strength  to  attempt  to  drive  our  forces  from  the  railroad. 
The  effort  may  be  made  to-morrow.  I  suspended  about  2  a.  m.  to-day 
the  order  for  an  attack  which  had  been  prepared  and  was  to  have  been 
made  at  daylight.  Yesterday's  operations  cost  the  enemy  very  dearly 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  captured,  whilst  our  loss  was  very  small. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,  August  22,  1861.     (Received  8  a.  m.) 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Lieutenaut-General  Grant  desires  me  to  say  that  in  consequence  of 
the  reports  of  deserters  that  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  Butler  had 
been  reoccupied  by  the  original  force,  no  attempt  will  be  made  from 
Butler's  front. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1861 — 8.15  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Colonel  Comstock's  telegram  received.     If  the  Tenth  Corps  is  brought 
this  side  of  the  Apponiattox,  I  beg  leave  to  renew  my  suggestion  that 
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it  relieve  the  Second  Corps,  holding  to  the  left  of  the  Eighteenth.  This 
would  leave  some  reserve  for  the  line  of  the  Tenth  and  Eighteenth 
Corps,  and  would  enable  the  concentration  of  the  Second  Corps  for 
further  operations. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT.  VA.,  August  22,  1SGI. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Co  >n  m  a  n  d  i  ti  <},  iCc. : 

It  is  my  desire  to  hold  the  Weldon  road,  if  it  can  be  held,  and  to 
thoroughly  destroy  it  as  far  south  as  possible.  [  do  not  expect  to 
attack  the  enemy  behind  his  intrenchments,  unless  he  sends  off  a  large 
part  of  his  force.  There  is  no  necessity,  therefore,  for  Warren  moving 
from  where  he  is  unless  he  gains  a  better  position  by  doing  so.  I  intend 
to  send  all  of  the  Tenth  Corps  that  can  be  spared  from  Bermuda  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Eighteenth,  and  to  place  the  latter  back  on  high 
ground  where  it  will  support  our  whole  line  from  the  Appomattox  to 
the  plank  road,  and  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  loose  to  go  wherever  it 
may  be  needed.  Thinking  it  possible,  however,  that  the  enemy  might, 
during  to-day  or  to-morrow,  concentrate  all  his  forces  to  drive  Warren 
away,  I  have  directed  General  Butler  to  hold  the  Tenth  Corps  where 
it  is,  to  make  the  attack  contemplated  for  this  morning  should  the  enemy 
do  so. 

U.  S.  GRANT,  . 

Lieutenan  t-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Auf/nut  22,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Twenty-five  hundred  cavalry  were  seen  moving  toward  Petersburg 
this  morning.  They  will  probably  try  to  get  to  Warren's  left  to-day, 
either  to  drive  in  the  working  party  on  the  railroad  or  to  operate  on 
his  rear.  Do  you  not  think  it  advisable  to  move  a  division  of  infantry 
a  few  miles  down  the  road  to  be  ready  for  them  i 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Weldon  Kail  road,  August  22,  1861 — 11.20  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  tirid  the  enemy  has  left  Warren's  flank  (left),  and  apparently  his 
front  between  this  point  and  the  works  in  front  of  Petersburg.  J  also 
iind  that  Warren  is  occupying  the  most  favorable  point  in  case  a  per 
manent  lodgment  on  the  railroad  is  determined  on.  There  is  no  object, 
therefore,  in  advancing  him  unless  it  is  intended  to  attack  the  enemy's 
works.  I  have  accordingly  directed  him  to  remain  in  his  present  posi 
tion,  pushing  his  skirmishers  forward  till  they  feel  the  enemy.  Parke's 
corps  is  on  the  right,  completing  the  line  from  here  to  the  plank  road. 
Hancock  has  one  division  iii  reserve  and  the  other  I  have  sent  to  assist 
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iii  destroying*  the  railroad  and  covering*  the  working'  party.  I  under 
stand  the  railroad  men  yesterday  became  alarmed  and  mostly  deserted 
the  work.  The  enemy's  cavalry  will  undoubtedly  endeavor  to  interfere 
with  this  work.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  these  dispositions  meet 
your  views;  also,  whether  you  propose  to  re-enforce  the  intrenched  line 
held  by  Ord  and  Mott  by  any  of  Butler's  troops,  for  I  feel  a  little  uneasy 
about  this  line. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


"HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  18(11—12.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

My  telegram  of  11.20  has  been  delayed  by  the  wire  out  of  order. 
Since  writing  it  Warren's  pickets  report  the  enemy  in  position  in 
trenched,  about  a  mile  back  from  the  position  occupied  yesterday.  I 
have  directed  any  signal  dispatches  for  me  to  be  sent  to  you,  as  they 
may  indicate  movements  requiring  your  action. 

G.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  22,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Two  trains  of  cars  loaded  with  troops  moving  to  Petersburg  have 
been  reported  this  morning  by  the  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill. 

U.  S.  GRAJST, 

Lieutenant- General. 


WELDON  RAILROAD,  August  22, 1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Warren's  skirmishers  are  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  about  a  mile 
from  here,  and  the  same  distance  from  the  enemy's  outworks  on  the 
railroad.  They  do  not  report  any  very  heavy  force,  and  there  is  no  indi 
cation  at  this  moment  of  any  attack,  notwithstanding  the  reports  of 
signal  officers  would  seem  to  indicate  an  accumulation  of  troops  about 
the  lead-works,  which  are  on  the  railroad,  inside  the  outer  intreiich- 
ments.  A  dispatch  from  General  Ord  asks  for  reserves  of  infantry  and 
artillery  in  case  it  is  anticipated  he  may  be  attacked.  I  have  directed 
him  to  call  on  General  Hunt  for  the  artillery,  as  he  has  batteries  in 
reserve;  but  I  have  no  infantry  to  send  him.  Your  dispatch,  giving 
reasons  for  relieving  the  Eighteenth  by  the  Tenth  Corps,  was  not 
received  by  me  till  after  sending  my  dispatch  of  11. LM),  which  must  be 
my  excuse  for  referring  in  that  dispatch  to  the  subject.  The  railroad 
men  have  done  very  little  work,  and  that  very  indifferently.  Han 
cock's  division  will  soon  be  at  work  in  addition. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  Gen  era  I.  Co  mmanding. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22,  1S6L 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  d'c.  : 

The  object  in  relieving  the  Eighteenth  Corps  is,  that  from  being  kept 
so  long  in  the  Appomattox  Bottom  a  great  many  are  now  sick  and  the 
number  is  increasing  very  rapidly.  Having  tlie  Eighteenth  Corps  tree 
will  give  the  same  reserve  as  having  any  other  corps  free  would. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

L  ic  it  tenan  t-  Genera  /. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22,  186-1. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  ctr.  .• 

Cars  are  running  continually  between  Richmond  and  Petersburg, 
and  this  morning  several  trains  have  been  seen  to  pass,  heavily  loaded 
with  troops  going  south.  Warren  may  be  attacked  this  evening. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  180 i — 0.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  left  the  Wcldou  railroad  at  (\  p.  m.  At  that  time  all  was  quiet. 
General  Miles,  commanding  division  Second  Corps,  had  progressed 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  Reams'  Station,  destroying  the  railroad 
as  be  moved.  Hearing  the  enemy's  cavalry  occupied  Reams'  Station, 
I  directed  General  Gregg  to  send  all  his  available  cavalry  force  to 
assist  General  Miles  in  occupying  the  place.  Since  my  return  a  dis 
patch  from  General  Gregg  announces  the  occupation  of  Reams'  Station 
by  his  command.  Colonel  Spear,  commanding  brigade  of  Kantz's  cav 
alry,  drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  Vanghan  and  Bond  roads  in  the 
direction  of  Petersburg,  till  he  came  to  a  bridge  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
after  crossing  it,  at  which  point  the  pursuit  ceased.  Prisoners  report 
the  death  yesterday  of  General  Sanders,  commanding  brigade,  and  the 
wounding  severely  of  General  W.  II.  F.  Lee,  but  I  place  no  reliance  on 
the  reports  of  prisoners  in  such  matters,  as  they  are  generally  only 
camp  rumors. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-general. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  22,  1MI. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Maff: 

GENERAL:  Among  fifteen  prisoners  of  \var  just  sent  in  from  Fifth 
Corps  I  iind  men  from  Hansom's  brigade, of  Bushrod  .Johnson's  division: 
Hagood's  brigade,  oflloke's  division;  Kirkland's  brigade. of  Heth'sdivis- 
ion,  and  Harris',  Sanders',  Wright's,  and  Finegan's  brigades,  of  Mahone's 
division,  and  one  man  from  Chambliss'  brigade,  of  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  cav 
alry  division.  They  all  report  that  they  were,  on  picket  last  night,  and 
that  the  commands  to  which  they  respectively  belong  moved  during  last 
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night  and  left  tliem  there.  They  were  captured  at  daylight  this  morn 
ing1.  They  had  no  knowledge  as  to  where  their  commands  went,  but 
they  all  have  an  idea  that  they  returned  to  their  old  positions  in  the 
trenches  in  trout  of  Petersburg.  They  report  that  General  Sanders 
was  killed  this  morning,  and  they  heard  that  General  W.  II.  F.  Lee 
died  from  wounds  received  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MeEXTEE, 

Captain,  i(:c. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Captain  MrENTEE : 

You  mention  the  rumor  of  General  Sanders'  death  this  morning.     Do 
yon  not  mean  yesterday  morning? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 

Major- (jeneral. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

GENERAL:  The  prisoners  say  they  heard  that  General  Sanders  was 
killed  yesterday  evening.     I  have  seen  them  the  second  time. 
Respectfully, 

-I.  MrENTEE, 

Captain,  dr. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  2~>,  186 i — 12  midniyht. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Statf: 

GENERAL:  F  have  just examined  the  three  deserters  from  Finegan's 
(Florida)  brigade,  sent  in  by  General  Mott  to-night.  They  know  that 
they  left  the  Weldon  railroad  on  Sunday  night  after  dark  and  inarched  to 
their  old  position  in  the  trenches.  They  say  that  Wright's  brigade  was 
in  their  rear  on  the  inarch,  and  they  think  they  are  now  lying  in  their 
rear.  They  know  nothing  of  other  troops,  and  say  that  General  San 
ders  was  killed  on  Sunday  last.  They  say  they  have  told  me  all  that 
they  told  General  Mott. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MrENTEE, 

Captain,  dr. 

p.  S. — These  men  say  that  they  heard  that  Scales'  brigade,  of  Wil- 
cox's  division,  was  down  on  Weldon  railroad  on  Sunday,  but  they  did 
not  see  it.  They  think  it  a  North  Carolina  brigade,  in  which  supposi 
tion  they  are  correct,  but  1  think  it  doubtful  about  the  brigade  being 
in  our  front. 

Respectfully, 

J.  MrENTEE. 
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IlEADgTARTERS    ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

Autjmt  4?4?7  1804. 
Major-CJeneral  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Ktaff : 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following'  messages: 

JORDAN  IIor.SK,  August  22 — 8.30  a.  m. 

Nothing  unusual  this  morning.  A  train  of  twenty-three  heavy  wagons  and  live 
ambulances  passed  a  point  on  the  Richmond  road  west  of  this  station,  moving  south. 
No  movements  of  troops  visible  yet. 

JORDAN. 

Sergeant. 

STATION"  NEAR  OLD  EIFTII  COUPS  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  ;/.',  1S64. 

At  8  this  a.  m.  a  squad  of  forty  of  the  enemy,  with  arms  and  acconterments,  left 
fort  in  front  of  this  point  and  moved  oil'  in  direction  of  their  right.  Number  of  tents 
in  enemy's  works  is  diminished,  and  for  a  distance  of  2, 000  yards  I  counted  only  IL'O 
of  the  enemy.  No  working  parties  seen.  All  quiet. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant, 

WAI/HI  ALL  HorsE,  August  2.?,  1SG4—9.20  a.  m. 

An  hour  ago  about  two  regiments  of  infantry,  followed  by  seven  ambulances  or 
wagons,  passed  a  point  in  the  Richmond  road  north  40  degrees  west  from  here,  mov 
ing  toward  the  enemy's  front  on  our  right  of  Fort  Clifton.  A  half  hour  ago  one  regi 
ment  of  infantry,  without  wagons,  passed  the  open  space  in  rear  of  Whitehead's 
Factory,  moving  toward  the  right.  An  extensive  camp  has  appeared  on  the  hill 
south  of  and  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  Two  engines  have  been  standing  at  the 
Weldon  Depot  for  the  last  hour.  The  enemy's  rille-pits  in  front  of  Whitehead's 
Factory  seem  almost  deserted  this  a.  m.  .Several  of  the  tents  have  disappeared  since 
yesterday. 

DAVIS, 
Captain. 

PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  August  ,?,?,  1SG4— 9..r,0  a.  m. 

About  1,100  infantry  appeared  marching  in  the  intrenchnients  to  the  right  of  the 
Gregory  Chimneys.  They  came  from  some  point  or  points  still  farther  to  our  right. 
They  did  not  leave  the  cover  of  the  intrenchnients  until  under  cover  of  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  left  (our  left)  of  the  Chimneys  above 
mentioned,  when  they  filed  to  the  rear.  These  men  moved  in  about  twenty-five 
subdivisions  or  detachments,  apparently  to  not  attract  any  attention.  In  addition, 
small  squads  seemed  to  join  them  as  they  passed  various  points  of  the  line,  thus 
weakening  it.  Afterward  about  L'OO,  in  smaller  detachments,  marched  along  the 
iutrenchments  in  the  opposite  direction.  These  men  were  apparently  a  portion  of 
the  troops  in  our  immediate  front  and  were  detached  to  take  the  place  of  the  others, 
as  tin;  lookout  could  see  them  in  small  squads  roll  up  their  blankets  and  then  march 
toward  the  right  (our  right),  from  whence,  the  lirst  had  come.  Three  wagons  moved 
southward  on  the  road  along  the.  Weldon  railroad.  They  were  seen  about  one  mile 
to  the  south  of  the  lead-works,  thus  indicating  the  presence  of  the,  enemy,  to  some, 
extent,  in  General  Warren's  front.  The  line  in  our  front  is  apparently  a  weak  one 
at  present  as  regards  the  number  of  the  enemy  in  it. 

H.  F.   FISHER, 

Major,  (y-c. 

.JORDAN  llorsr.,  August  :??,  lSG4—ll>.iO  a.  m. 

A  column  of  infantry  has  just  passed  open  space  in  rear  of  Whitehead's,  moving  in 
direction  of  Petersburg;  twenty  minutes  iu  passing.  A*column  of  cavalry  marching 
by  twos,  having  four  large  llags,  has  just  passed  through  Petersburg  moving  to  our 
left;  twenty-five  minutes  in  passing. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 

JORDAN  HOTSE— 11. 15  a.  in. 

Another  column  of  cavalry  seen  as  last  reported;  twenty  minutes  in  passing 
Infantrv  reported  in  rear  of  Whitehead's  have  passed  into  Petersburg. 

CLARK, 

Captain*, 

WM.  S.  STKYKEK, 
Acting  Chief  JSiynal  OJficer. 
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HEADQUARTERS    ARMY    OF    THE    !?<  >TOMAC, 

AiujUHt  22,  18ti-L 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Naff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received   from    the    plunk   road 
station  : 

7  A.  M. 

Enemy  planting  more  guns  on  works  hy  the  lead-works,  hearing  to  our  left  down 
the  Weldon  railroad.     Camps  unchanged. 

II.  W.   FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r>.   F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer  *  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


PLANK  KOAD  STATION,  Auynxt  22,  18(>-1 — 12.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  *S7«#': 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  has  broken  np  a  small  camp  immediately  in 
front  of  this  station.  There  seems  to  be  a  force  of  the  enemy  in  line  or 
massed  immediately  southward  of  the  fort  already  mentioned  as  near 
and  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  numbers, 
but  they  are  visible  at  several  points  through  openings  in  the  timber. 
They  are  about  one  mile  or  more  south  of  the  lead-works.  About  400 
additional  cavalry  came  down  the  road  from  the  direction  of  Petersburg. 
The  indications  are  that  all  the  troops  seen  this  morning  are  massed  in 
the  vicinity  of  that  fort  or  about  one  mile  south  of  the  lead- works. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

15.   F.   FISHER. 
Major  and  Chief  Siynal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

Amjust  22,  ASY/./. 
Major-Generul  HUMPHREYS.  Chief  of  Naff: 

1  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  just  received: 

WALTIIALL  HOUSE,  Auijunt  ,.'2,  ISC-i — 0.-ii>  a.  m. 

Twouty-two  wagons  and  six  ambulances  have  just  passed  the  point  on  the  Rich 
mond  road  north  40  degrees  west  from  hure,  moving  toward  Petersburg;  squads  of 
mounted  men  were  mixed  with  the  train.  They  probably  be.longto  the  column  that 
passed  that  point  an  hour  and  a  quarter  ago,  mill  which  probably  kept  tlie  Peters 
burg  road  instead  of  going  to  the  right  of  l'\>rt  (Jlifton. 

DAVIS. 

('attain. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  S.  STliVKER, 
Acting  Chief  tfiynal  Ofjicer. 


PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  Aut/unt  22,  /<v// — :J  />.  tn. 
Mnjor-deneral    IlrMIMlKEVS.  Chief  of  Najf: 

(iKNEUAL:  The-  enemy  is  fort ifying  along  the  i¥ailroad.  The  line  of 
works  they  are  throwing  up  are  on  the  cast  side  of  the  railroad  and 
seemingly  parallel  with  it  and  close  to  it.  The.  line  is  between  the  fort 
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heretofore  mentioned  and  their  main  lino  of  fortifications  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  lead-works,  though  not  extending  to  either  point.  The  cavalry 
mentioned  in  former  reports,  accompanied  by  several  (about  two)  thou 
sand  in  far.  try,  moved  down  the  road  west  of  the  railroad  toward  or 
beyond  General  Warren's  extreme  left.  Eighteen  wagons  followed  the 
column. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  tfiynul  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

Auyust  22,  18(J-J. 
Major  -General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Maff: 

GENERAL,:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the,  following  report  just 
received: 

JORDAN  HOUSE,  August  ,?2,  1SG4—.1.05  p.  m. 

One  large  regiment  of  infantry,  well  closed  up,  a  rear  guard  of  about  thirty  men, 
and  three  wagons  and  two  ambulances,  have  just  passed  Whiteliead's,  moving  in 
direction  of  Petersburg. 

CLARK, 

Captain, 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER. 
Act  in;/  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  22,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  just 
received : 

GIBBON'S  HOCSK.  August  22,  1SG4 — 2.M  p.  m. 

Rebel  infantry  has  been  moving  into  town  from  enemy's  left  for  some  time.  They 
march  very  openly  in  squads  of  fifty  to  seventy-five,  and  I  cannot  estimate  their 
numbers  with  any  accuracy  ;  should  judge  there  might  have  been  about  2, 500  in  all. 
When  last  seen  they  moved  ina  course  about  northwest,  and  were  at  a  point  west  by 
southwest  from  this  station. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  tSignal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  August  22,  IMI — .;  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Wagons  and  ambulances  are  passing  rapidly  toward  the 
enemy's  rear,  but  in  an  irregular  manner,  as  if  coining  from  where  there 
was  danger.  They  come  from  the  direction  of  the  I i lick  house,  or 
where  General  Warren's  forces  were  yesterday,  aud  move  upon  several 
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parallel  roads  west  of  the  Welclon  railroad.  A  battery  of  artillery  also 
came  to  the  rear.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  line  of  works  being  thrown 
up,  and  mentioned  in  last  report,  crosses  the  railroad  south  of  the  fort 
and  extends  a  short  distance  westward.  The  train  of  passenger  cars 
remains  stationary  about  a  half  mile  south  of  the  lead-works.  It  may 
be  intended  to  remove  wounded.  At  other  portions  of  the  enemy's  line 
ill  our  front  it  is  quiet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  /Signal  Officer. 


WALTIIALL  HOUSE,  August  22,  IStil — /  p.  in, 
[Lieut.  WILLIAM  S.  STRYKER, 

Ac-tin (j  Chief  /Signal  Officer  :\ 

Four  small  regiments  of  infantry,  nine  wagons,  and  ten  ambulances 
have  just  passed  near  Whitehead's  Factory,  on  Richmond  and  Peters 
burg  Railroad,  going  toward  Petersburg.  Enemy's  signal  officer 
reports  wagons  continually  passing  open  space  to  left  of  Oobb's,  and 
that  there  is  a  large  transport  just  above  pontoon,  which  frequently 
shifts  its  position  so  as  to  completely  screen  from  his  view  whatever 
may  be  passing. 

FEARKY, 
Lieutenant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  22,  1SU-1 — '>.:-}()  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  4  j>.  in.  a  column  of  cavalry,  numbering  about  300,  came  out  in 
vicinity  of  lead-works  and  moved  southward,  passing  cast  of  large 
fort  and  parallel  with  railroad.  A  train  of  thirty-three  ambulances  and 
one  of  thirty-four  wagons  followed.  A  train  of  fifteen  wagons  moved 
to  the  right. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTO.MAC, 

August  22,  1861 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
GENERAL:  The  following  dispatches  received: 

JOUDAN  llot'SK  STATION. 

The  enemy's  camps,  in  rear  of  their  lino  of  intrenchiuents  nortli-uorthwcsi  from 
here  and  about  one  milo  back  of  Fort  Clifton,  have  disappeared. 

T.  R.  CLARK. 

STATION  NKAU  AVKRY  HOUSK. 

Enemy  «ro  rhaniiinij  face  of  works  near  larijo  white  house  on  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
so  as  to  command  a  portion  ot  our  line  with  an  entiladiinj  lire. 

\V.  II.  WARTS. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 

Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  22,  1861 — 7  p.m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Since  last  report  ihirty  ambulances  and  twenty-seven  wagons  moved 
to  our  left  southward  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad.  Troops  east  ot  rail 
road  and  near  fort  are  in  same  position  as  heretofore  reported  and  con 
tinue  to  throw  up  intrenchments.  All  quiet  in  immediate  front  of  sta 
tion,  as  also  on  our  right. 

II.  W.  FULTOX, 

Mergeant, 


HEADQUARTERS  Aii3i\r  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1861 — 7. -10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  tiecond  Corps: 

General  AVarren  reports  the  enemy  to  have  retired  from  his  front. 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  when  he  moves  forward,  you  fol 
low  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1801—12  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Gnrlcy  Ifoitsc : 

I  should  have  informed  you  that  the  enemy  have  left  their  position 
west  of  this  point,  but  are  in  front,  intrenched  about  a  mile  this  side 
of  their  works. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
BUck  House,  Weldon  Railroad,  August  22,  1861 — 1  p.  in. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps : 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  the  division  you  send 
to  destroy  the  railroad  will  obtain  implements  for  the  purpose  from 
General  Warren,  to  whom  the  commander  of  the  division  will  send.  It 
is  probable  that  the  quartermaster's  party  sent  from  City  Point  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad  have  gone  off  altogether. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1861 — 2.1.0  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  brigade  of  cavalry  covering  the  working  party  on  railroad  will 
be  withdrawn  upon  the  arrival  of  the  division  of  your  corps  on  the  road. 
One  regiment  of  it  will  be  left,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commander 
of  the  division,  to  scout  and  picket  for  him.  Please  direct  General 
Miles  to  report  his  progress  in  destruction  of  the  road  from  time  to  time. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

-    August  22,  1864 — 8.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT,  Commanding  Divittion,  Second  Corps: 

General  Warren  reports  that  the  enemy  have  left  his  front.  Ills 
pickets  are  following,  and  his  command  may  move  forward.  The  com 
manding  general  desires  to  have  you  caution  your  command  to  great 
vigilance,  as  the  enemy  may  look  out  for  some  weak  point  in  our  lines 
and  endeavor  to  carry  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Cteneral  and  Chief  of  Naff. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  .DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

Auyuxt  22,  1864. 

Official  copy  furnished  for  the  information  of  brigade  commanders, 
who  will  use  the  utmost  vigilance. 

13y  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

JOHN   HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  22,  1S64— 9.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  Some  deserters  who  have  just  come  over  state  that  Mahone 
has  withdrawn  all  his  forces  from  the  front  of  General  Warren  and  now 
occupy  the  works  in  my  front.  I  forward  the  deserters  to  army  head 
quarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 
(Copy  to  Major-General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864—6  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Ayres  has  just  reported  that  the  enemy  has  left  his  front. 
Skirmishers  are  now  being  pushed  out  on  the  left  and  in  front.  Signal 
officer  reports  our  skirmishers  advancing  up  the  railroad  and  enemy's 
skirmishers  falling  back  without  tiring. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861—7.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy  seem  to  have  retired  toward  Petersburg.  I  am  pushing 
my  pickets  out  in  every  direction,  trying  to  find  out  where  they  arc. 
As  soon  as  1  can  ascertain  anything  definite  I  will  at  once  inform  yon. 
Prisoners  and  deserters  received  this  morning  state  that  their  loss  yes 
terday  was  heavy. 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

Major- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861 — 8  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

My  infantry  pickets  are  on  the  road  at  the  Flowers  house.     No  enemy 
in  sight. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Where  is  General  Gregg  supposed  to  be  ?  He  has  not  arrived  yet  at 
the  Perkins  house,  below  here.  Colonel  Spear  is  still  following  upon 
the  Vaughan  road. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1861 — 8.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

General  Gregg  was  ordered  yesterday  to  move  his  brigade  across  to  the 
railroad,  and  with  his  division  to  look  after  the  left.  It  was  supposed 
he  was  at  the  Perkins  house  or  that  vicinity.  He  is  probably  on  the 
road  from  MeCaim's  to  Perkins'.  Can  you  conveniently  send  to  meet 
him? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861— 'J. 50  a.  m. 
General  WARREN: 

The  major-general  desires  to  know  how  far  your  pickets  have 
advanced  and  what  they  tiiid  in  front  of  them.  The  major-general 
desires  them  advanced  and  supported.  General  Hancock  is  directed 
to  follow  you  upon  your  moving  forward.  The  major-general  is  at 
Hancock's  headquarters,  and  will  await  your  answer  there. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861—10.oO  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

My  pickets  have  gone  out  to  the  Vaughan  road  on  the  west,  and 
found  no  enemy.  I  sent  the  cavalry  out  long  ago  in  that  direction  and 
expect  a  report  every  minute.  General  Ayres'  pickets  also  advanced 
toward  Petersburg,  and  I  have  sent  to  see  exactly  how  far.  The  enemy 
can  be  seen  on  the  railroad,  where  they  have  always  been.  If  we  are 
going  to  establish  a  line  to  hold,  I  believe  the  ground  we  are  on  is  as 
good  as  any  we  can  take  up  between  us  and  Petersburg.  If  we  wish 
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to  get  a  battle  at  once  out  of  the  enemy,  I  think  we  should  advance  to 
the  Danville  railroad,  which  will  undoubtedly  bring  the  enemy  out  of 
his  intrenchments,  and  we  can  have  an  open  light.  At  present  we  can 
not  take  much  artillery  with  us,  and  would  not  need  much  in  such  a 
movement.  We  can't  use  any  in  an  advance  directly  on  Petersburg.  I 
think  our  plan  should  be  to  establish  a  good  line  across  to  the  plank 
road,  with  a  good  sized  fort  at  this  point  where  we  can  leave  our  artil 
lery  and  a  supply  of  ammunition,  and  then  take  every  available  man 
and  go  to  the  Danville  road.  If  we  advance  against  Petersburg  I 
venture  to  say  that  we  shall  fare  no  better  than  heretofore  in  such 
attempts  east  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ,£?,  186-1.     (Received  5.-10  p.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

Don't  overlook  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  within  the  limits  of 
your  pickets,  which  probably  has  not  been  destroyed  by  the  railroad 
party. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  200.  J  August  22,  1861. 

1.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  Throop,  First  Regiment  .Michigan  Volunteers,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  in  place 
of  Col.  W.  S.  Tilton,  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  is 
relieved  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  join  his  regiment  at  City 
Point. 

*#***** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  22,  186  L 
General  WARREN: 

When  you  move  forward  I  am  ordered  to  follow  you.     Please  let  me 
know  when  vou  move. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  186-1 — 8.30  a.  r,i. 
General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  no  orders  to  move  iny  command  from  this 
position.     1  am  only  moving  out  my  pickets  and  skirmish  line. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  ^>L>.  1S61.     (Received  6  a.  in.) 
Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Corps: 

SIR:  The  general  commanding  division  directs  me,  to  say  that  his 
picket-line  is  on  the  road  running  parallel  to  the  railroad,  and  that  no 
enemv  is  to  be  seen. 

(tEO.  L.  CHOISV. 
Lieut. ,  Aide-dc-Canijij  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  XX,  186-1. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  just  now  an  officer  of  my  staff,  who  has  been  with 
my  picket-line  commanded  by  Colonel  Winthrop.  He  rode  with  the 
colonel,  and  they  saw  the  rebel  troops  along  the  woods  beyond  the 
corn-field.  My  picket-line  is  along  this  line  of  the/  corn-field.  Colonel 
Winthrop  is  satisfied  that  the  enemy  arc  there  in  force.  My  pickets 
are  still  pushing  on  slowly. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  X2,  l&b'l.     (Received  i  p.  m.) 

[Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General:] 

COLONEL:  Colonel  Stone  went  out  with  100  men.     He  sends  me  word 
that  with  400  additional  men  the  present  line  can  beheld;  and,  second, 
if  it  is  desired  that  the  line  shall  fall  back,  he  wishes  to  know. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  B.  AYRES, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 

August  ~':J, 
Lieutenant  CIIOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  after  much  difficulty  1  succeeded 
in  advancing  my  pickets  to  the  white  house,  driving  the  enemy's 
pickets  back.  Alter  holding  the  house  for  a  few  moments  the  line  fell 
back  to  their  original  position,  reporting  that  they  saw  the  enemy  mov 
ing  to  the  left.  My  officers  are  all  very  poor  and  the  men  of  the  Second 
Brigade  worse,  and  I  have  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  line  up. 
I  have  again  advanced  the  line;  will  report  further. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  WINTHROP, 
Colonel   Fifth  Xew   York    Veteran    Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 

August  2V,  lfM-1. 
Lieutenant  CHOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

SIR:  I  now  hold  the  house  and  have  driven  the  enemy's  pickets  a 
considerable  distance  beyond  it. 

F.  WINTHKOP. 
Colonel  Fifth  Neir  York  Vithtntccrs.  (leneral  Officer  of  Pickets. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 

August  22,  IWil. 
Lieutenant  CHOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  pickets  have  advanced 
beyond  the  house,  and  hold  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  pits  which  were 
occupied  previous  to  my  advance.  The  enemy's  pickets  are  still  in 
their  pits  oft'  toward  my  right,  as  the  Ninth  Corps  has  not  made  any 
advance  in  that  direction.  The  pits  I  now  hold  are  in  the  same  line  as 
that  held  by  the  enemy  on  my  right.  I  have  directed  the  line  to  remain 
in  its  present  position  until  further  orders. 
Respectfully, 

F.  WINTIIKOP, 
Colonel  Fifth  New  York  Vet.  To/.s.,  General  Officer  of  Pickets. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 

August  22,  /<SYA/. 
Lieutenant  CHOISY: 

I  hold  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works  about  seventy-live  yards  in 
advance  of  the  white  house.     1  send  vou  in  a  prisoner. 

F.  WINTIIKOP. 
Colonel  Fifth  New  York  Vet.  Vols.,  General  Officer  of  Pickets. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  liM-1. 
Lieut.  G.  L.  CHOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Division: 
LIEUTENANT  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  four  rebel  prisoners. 
One  Michael  Cary,  Company  A,  Twelfth  Mississippi,  assumes  to  be  able 
to  give  information  in  regard  to  mining  operations  by  the  enemy  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  and  the  disposition  of  their  forces. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  S.  BKAGG. 
lirigadicr-  G  en  era  I,  Com  m  a  n  d  ing. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1861 — 7.15  a.  in. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps,  Gurley  House: 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  what  progress  your  com 
mand  made  on  the  rifle-pits  and  slashing  last  night,  and  the  present 
condition  of  vour  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Muff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861 — 8  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Major-General  Parke  is  at  present  on  the  lino.  It  will  be  impossible 
to  give  you  the  information  required  in  your  dispatch  of  7.45  until  his 
return,  which  will  be  within  an  hour. 

R.  A.  HUTCHINS, 
Assistant,  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  22,  1804— 9.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Ferrero  occupies  from  the  Strong  house  the  line  occupied  by 
one  brigade  of  General  Potter,  lie  bas  been  at  work  all  night  and  re 
ports  that  by  evening  the  work  will  be  completed.  I  shall  then  extend 
him  to  the  left,  relieving  Potter's  other  brigade.  The  line  in  front  of 
this  brigade  has  been  straightened  and  shortened  to  connect  with  the 
line  of  parapets  and  batteries  in  the  Blick  house  opening.  We  are  at 
work  on  this  line  now,  and  I  hope  to  have  it  finished  by  evening. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General.  • 


GURLEY  HOUSE,  August  22,  186-1 — 10 .15  a.  m. 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Xinth'  Corps  : 

General  Warren  has  been  directed  to  continue  pushing  forward  his 
] tickets  and  to  support  them.  The  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  advance  the  pickets  of  your  line,  keeping  pace  with  those  of  Warren. 
Your  dispatch  about  your  line  indicates  that  Willcox's  and  White's 
divisions  are  not  upon  your  line  preparing  it.  If  that  is  so,  the  com 
manding  general  directs  that  when  General  Warren  moves  forward  you 
cover  his  right  flank  with  these  two  divisions. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1804. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

General  Ferrero  reports  that  scouts  have  advanced  a  mile  in  front  of 
his  division  without  finding  the  enemy. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  AmiY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

August  22,  1861 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps,  near  Gurley  House : 

The  pickets  of  General  Ayres  have  advanced  and  occupied  part  of  a 
rifle-pit  that  was  held  by  the  enemy,  who  still  hold  it  on  his  right.  As 
the  pickets  of  your  corps  have  not  advanced  as  far  as  his,  they  should 
be  pushed  forward  as  far  as  Ayres'  pickets. 

7V.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  150.  }  Before  Petersburg,    Fa.,  August  22,  186 1. 

******* 

2.  The  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  as  engineer  regiment  of  First  Division.     The  commanding  otHcer 
will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  the  commanding  otticer  of  the 
First  Division  for  further  orders. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOTTNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

AugiMt  22,  186  i. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

GENERAL:  You  will  continue  work  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  the  new 
line.  ^Tajor- General  Meade  lias  just  been  here.  lie  did  not  exactly 
understand  the  line  where  he  ordered  work  suspended.  He  has  coun 
termanded  the  order  and  desires  it  (the  work)  pushed  forward  dili 
gently. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Potter: 

SAML.  WRIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Weldon  Railroad,  near  BlicUs  Jfouse, 

August  22,1861— J  1.15  a.  m. 
Colonel  HUMPHREY: 

COLONEL:  General  Warren  has  been  directed  to  push  forward  his 
pickets  and  to  support  them.  The  brigadier-general  commanding 
directs  that  you  advance  your  pickets,  keeping  pace  with  those  of 
General  Warren.  Will  you  please  send  out  strong  supports,  and  be 
ready  with  the  rest  of  your  brigade  to  support  the  troops  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  in  case  a  general  advance  is  made. 

I  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  BRACKETT, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Anyust  22,  1861— 7. 10  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Ca ralry: 
(Through  General  Warren's  headquarters.) 

General  Warren  reports  the  enemy  to  have  retired  from  his  front  and 
that  his  pickets  are  moving  forward,  feeling.  The  commanding  general 
directs  that  yon  maintain  a  corresponding  movement  on  General  War 
ren's  left  mink.  Prisoners  report  W.  11.  F.  Lee's  division  and  Uear- 
iug's  brigade  on  the  enemy's  right. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Elide  Home,   \Veldon  Railroad,  August  22,  1861 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  report  at  once  the 
disposition  yon  have  made  of  your  torce  to  protect  the  party  destroying 
the  railroad  and  cover  the  left  think  of  the  army;  and  that  yon  estab 
lish  your  headquarters  within  easy  communication  of  this  point,  com 
municating  and  co-operating  with  the  commander  of  the  infantry  at 
this  point,  Major-General  Warren,  as  well  as  with  the  commanding 
general.  A  division  of  infantry  of  the  Second  Corps  will  be  sent  to 
co-operate  in  the  protection  of  the  railroad  party,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  186-1—12.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding   Cavalry : 

GENERAL:  It  was  the  disposition  of  your  whole  force  and  not  the 
mere  picket-line  that  was  wanted.  It  was  expected  that  yon  would 
have  a  considerable  part  of  your  force  concentrated  on  or  near  the  rail 
road,  or  the  roads  adjacent,  for  the  operations  required  of  you.  The 
commanding-general  thinks  it  better  to  retain  Colonel  Spear  to  increase 
your  force  for  such  purposes.  Some  part  of  the  country  or  line  you  are 
endeavoring  to  picket  is  represented  to  be  impassable,  and  if  so,  needs 
but  very  few  pickets.  It  appears  that  the  only  point  at  which  our 
cavalry  is  in  contact  with  the  enemy  is  about  Colonel  Wyatt's.  The 
commanding  general  directs  that  you  feel  for  the  enemy's  cavalry  line, 
and  ascertain  how  it  is  posted  and  connected  with  the  enemy's  infantry. 
General  Warren  will  furnish  you  an  infantry  support  should  you  need 
it  upon  your  calling  on  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Blick  Houne,  Wcldon  Railroad,  August  ~>~>,  180-1 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

The  commanding  general  has  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Lieuten- 
aut-General  Grant,  stating  that  2,500  cavalry  were  seen  moving  to 
Petersburg  from  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox.  which  it  is  surmised 
are  destined  to  operate  against  our  forces  on  or  near  the  Weldou  rail 
road.  Keep  your  command  well  in  hand. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Gurley  House,  August  22,  18  (J4 — ~).2~>  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

If  the  enemy  have  possession  of  Reams'  Station  the  commanding 
general  directs  that  you  move  with  your  cavalry  and  drive  them  from 
it,  in  co-operation  with  the  division  of  infantry  of  the  Second  Corps  now 
on  the  railroad.  You  will,  of  course, -at  once  send  sufficient  cavalry  to 
the  station  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  held  in  any  force  by  the  enemy. 
The  operation  of  destroying  the  railroad  will  be  continued  as  long  as  it 
is  practicable  for  a  day  or  two. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  ,&?,  l$6'l — <>  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Colonel  Spear  has  just  returned  from  his  reconnaissance 
and  reports  having  driven  the  enemy's  cavalry,  about  300  or  400,  from 
Wyatt's  across  the  country  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg;  his  pursuit 
was  stopped  by  a  bridge  which  the  enemy  destroyed  after  having  passed 
it.  Colonel  Spear  learned  from  negroes  that  the  enemy's  infantry  last 
night  moved  back  to  a  road  in  rear  of  the  Bohn  [Vaughan  ?]  road. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

I).  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861—8.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS: 

Brig.  Gen.  J).  McM.  Gregg  has  advanced  cavalry  to  Reams'  Station 
and  iinds  nothing  there,  but  learns  that  the  enemy  have  one  brigade  of 
cavalry  at  a  creek  three  miles  beyond. 

W.  HAUPEK,  .JR.. 
Captain  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal,  Second  Cavalry  Division. 
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HDQKS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  (CAROLINA, 

August  22.  ISti-l — 12.35  a.  m.     (Received  12,-iO  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Scouts  report  that  at  5  o'clock  this  evening  the  absent  troops  made 
their  appearance  again  in  their  old  places  in  front  of  our  lines.  The 
ollicer  in  charge  of  picket-line  reports  it  as  fully  manned.  I  sent  to 
General  Birney  for  his  opinion  of  the  movement  and  he  telegraphs  as 
follows.*  Shall  we  move  at  -  o'clock  as  proposed? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22, 1864—1.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding^  &c.  : 

Your  dispatch  of  12.35  received.     Under  the  circumstances,  I  think 
you  had  better  not  move. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  send  the  following  from  signal  officer.  What  can  it  mean  !  The 
night  trains  were  very  heavy.  These  troops  did  not  cross  Chafh'n's 
farm  this  morning: 

IlEADQrAUTKRS  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  22,  1SG4. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  and  is  respectfully  for 
warded: 

"  SPRING  HILL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

"August  -^2,1864 — S. 50  a.  m. 
"  Captain  NORTON  : 

"Twenty  cars  heavily  loaded  with  troops  just  passed  the  Junction  toward  Peters 
burg.  Also  twenty-seven  wagons  and  100  cavalry  on  turupike  toward  Petersburg. 

"  SIMONS, 
"Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22,  1864. 
Major- General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  \tc.  : 

The  troops  reported  moving  toward  Petersburg  must  be  the  same 
that  were  opposed  to  the  Second  and  Tenth  Corps  north  of  the 
.lames.  They  probably  crossed  the  river  during  the  night  so.  as  to 
escape  observation. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

"  See  Birney  to  Butlor,  21st  (sent  12.15  a.  in.  22d),  p.  379. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  22,  1861—10.10  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Signal  officer  reports,  G.50,  six  trains  passed  during  night  toward 
Richmond.  Fifteen  cars  loaded  with  troops  (5.45  a.  in.  toward  Rich 
mond;  2,500  cavalry  toward  Petersburg;  twenty  cars  with  troops 
toward  Petersburg.  Is  it  not  relieving  the  iield  troops  in  the  trenches 
with  fresh  troops  from  the  north  side  of  James  H 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding,  tt-c. : 

Prisoners  and  deserters  taken  this  morning  report  the  enemy's  loss 
very  heavy  yesterday.  1  think  it  most  likely  the  troops  seen  going  to 
ward  Richmond  are  wounded  men  going  to  hospitals.  Those  moving 
toward  Petersburg  are  likely  troops  getting  back  from  the  north  side 
of  the  river.  General  \V.  H.  F.  Lee  is  reported  mortally  wounded  in 
yesterday's  engagement. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CiTT  POINT,  VA.,  August  22,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding,  d;c.  : 

I  think  it  will  be  well  to  hold  the  Tenth  Corps  ready  to  make  the 
effort  that  was  proposed  for  this  morning  for  a  day  or  two  before 
moving  it.  The  enemy  may  be  induced  to  move  most  of  his  troops 
from  your  front  in  the  hope  of  dislodging  us  from  the  Weldon  road. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  22,  1864—11.10  a.  m.     (Received  11.25  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

I  will  keep  the  sharpest  possible  lookout  upon  tiro  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  my  front,  and  will  be  all  ready  to  move  at  once,  day  or  night. 
At  10.35  twenty-seven  wagons,  fourteen  ambulances,  and  300  cavalry 
passed  toward  Petersburg;  thirteen  wagons  toward  Richmond. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  22,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  KENSEL,  Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  at  12  m.  that 
nine  cars-  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON. 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

When  they  get,  all  their  troops  on  the  south  side  we  may  be  able 
to  get  out  and  have  them  all  before  us. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  Gen  era  I. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  22,  1861. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  d~c.: 

I  see  by  yesterday's  Chronicle  that  there  is  a  large  number  of  negro 
men  at  New  Benie  who  will  not  enlist.  Newspaper  articles  are  not 
entirely  reliable  authority  to  act  upon,  but  as  the  chief  quartermaster 
is  much  in  need  of  about-  *  fi^  nien  to  relieve  the  same  number  of  enlisted 
men  with,  I  thought  I  would  inquire  of  you  if  this  was  so,  and  if  it  is. 
to  send  them  here  for  employment,  not  to  be  enlisted. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  22,  186-1— 10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Telegram  received  in  relation  to  the  unemployed  negroes  at  New  Berne. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  truth  in  the  report.  I  will  send 
au  energetic  staff  otticer  to  investigate  report  and  bring  up  the  negroes. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


DUTCH  GAP,  August  22,  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 

The  enemy  have  fired  shot  from  a  Coehorn  mortar.     Can  two  be  sent 
me? 

LUDLOW, 

Major. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  22,  1861—10  a.  m. 
Major  LUDLOV, 

Dutch  Gap: 

Have  no  Coehorn s.  Will  send  an  officer  from  Graham's  gun-boat  who 
understands  the  Sawyer  shells.  You  ought  to  be  able  to  reach  the 
range  of  a  Coehorn  mortar  with  your  Sawyer  canister.  Try  them  at  10 
degrees  elevation:  they  will  give  you  01)0  yards. 

'BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


DUTCH  GAP,  August  22,  1S64 — 10.50  a.  m. 
General  BUTLER: 

Enemy  have  opened  another  mortar  on  us.     Got  good  range,  but  dis 
tance  not  exact. 

LUDLOW, 

Major. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL,  OFFICER, 

August  22,  1864 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL,  Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring-  Hill  reports  that  at  9.30  a. 
in.  a  column  of  cavalry,  about  2,500,  was  seen  on  turnpike  opposite  rail 
road  junction,  going  toward  Petersburg. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  22,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  KENSEL,  Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  on  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  10.35  a. 
in.  twenty-seven  wagons,  fourteen  ambulances,  and  300  cavalry  passed 
the  Junction  on  turnpike  toward  Petersburg;  also  thirteen  wagons 
toward  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  22,  1864. 
Colonel  ABBOT, 

First  Connecticut  Artillery: 

The  general  commanding  desires  that  you  send  to  Dutch  Gap  two 
Coehorn  mortars,  with  implements,  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per 
piece. 

A.  MORDECAI, 

Captain  of  Ordnance. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  22,  1864. 

Major-General  BIRNEY: 

By  order  of  the  lieutenant-general,  to  whom  I  telegraphed  the  facts 
and  your  opinion,  you  will  not  make  the  movement  ordered.  Please 
send  notice  to  Ludlow's  troops  not  to  come  over.  Acknowledge  re 
ceipt. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  186  i. 
Major-General  BUTLER,  Commanding: 

I  have  ordered  troops  back  to  position,  having  received  dispatch  to 
suspend  the  movement. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  (General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

August  22,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth   Corps: 

The  signal  officers  report  six  trains  of  cars  passed  the  Junction  last 
night  toward  Richmond,  and  a  train  of  fifteen  ears  loaded  with  troops 
passing  in  the  same  direction  this  morning  at  (J.15.  Have  a  little 
reconnaissance  made  and  see  if  there  is  any  change  of  troops  in  your 
front.  Have  you  any  deserters  ? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  ^',  1861 — 11.15  a.  m.     (Received  11.35  a.  in.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

The  movement  ordered  last  night  has  not  been  abandoned,  but  only 
postponed.  Meanwhile  let  every  preparation  be  made  for  it ,;  the  troops 
organized  so  as  to  move  quickly  anil  reconnaissances  made  so  that  offi 
cers  may  be  instructed  in  the  features  of  the  country  exactly  over 
which  they  are  to  operate.  Let  this  be  done  quietly,  so  as  not  to 
attract  observation.  Large  bodies  of  troops  are  moving  to  Petersburg 
to-day.  Large  bodies  moved  toward  Richmond  early  this  morning 
and  last  night. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  : 

The  scout  reports  that  the  enemy  are  busily  engaged  in  erecting  a 
line  of  breast- works  running  from  point  of  woods  toward  the  old  Port 
Wai  thai  I  railroad.  lie  says  it  is  three  logs  high.  Their  lines,  he  says, 
are  three  times  stronger  than  day  before  yesterday.  He  says  this  new 
line  is  some  fifty  yards  in  rear  of  their  former  advance  line. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864 — 2  a.  in. 

The  movement  of  troops  ordered  for  this  morning  is  suspended,  and 
the  troops  will  resume  their  places  as  before. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Biruey: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864. 

The  movement  of  last  night  is  only  postponed.     Commanding  officers 
will  quietly  acquaint  themselves  to-day  with  the  ground  over  which 
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they  are  to  move.    This  should  be  done  without  attracting  observation. 
Officers  and  men  should  remain  with  their  commands  ready  for  any 
movement,  as  there  is  a  great  movement  of  troops,  on  foot,  of  the  enemy. 
By  order  of  Major- General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  103.  {  In  the  Field,  August  22,  1864. 

1.  Divisions  will  resume  the  usual  picket  duty,  General  Terry  on  the 
right,  General  Turner  the  center,  and  Brigadier-General  Birney  the 
left.    The  details  will  be  made  heavy  enough  for  a  strong  picket-line 
and  safety  of  the  camp.    The  pickets  will  go  on  promptly  at  5  p.  in. 

2.  Brigadier- General  Birney  will  move  his  brigade  to  the  left  of  the 
line  of  fortifications,  occupying  the  position  recently  vacated  by  the 
100-days'  men.    The  troops  of  his  brigade  will  picket  the  same  line  that 
General  Terry  did.    He  will  send  his  brigade  officer  of  the  day  and 
ascertain  the  line  and  detail  required. 

'      *  *  #  *  *  #  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Biriiey : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]         HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  August  22,  1864. 

Col.  J.  B.  Howell,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Col. 
N.  M.  Curtis,  One  hundred  and  forty-second  New  York  Volunteers, 
commanding  brigades,  will  proceed  this  afternoon  in  person  to  the  Port 
Walthall  plain  and  carefully  examine  the  ground  with  reference  to  an 
attack  on  the  enemy's  works  between  the  Bake- House  Creek  and  the 
railroad,  making  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  best  posi 
tion  for  drawing  up  their  troops  preparatory  to  an  attack.  The  com 
manding  officer  of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Volunteers 
will  examine  the  Mill  road  with  reference  to  a  movement  on  the  enemy's 
works  by  the  road  running  from  the  mill-pond  obliquely  to  the  right. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutan t- General. 


ORDERS.]          HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  22,  1861. 

Indications  of  unusual  activity  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  having  been 
reported,  the  officers  and  men  of  each  portion  of  this  command  will  not 
be  permitted  to  leave  their  regiments,  but  be  kept  in  readiness  for  any 
movement  that  may  be  directed. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1864 — 8.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

General  Warren  reports  the  enemy  gone  from  bis  front.  His  pickets 
are  moving  up  the  railroad;  his  command  will  probably  follow.  The 
commanding  general  desires  you  to  caution  your  command  to  great 
vigilance,  ;is  i>ossibly  the  enemy  may  count  upon  finding  some  weak 
[ioiut  in  our  lines. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Indorsement.] 

Please  warn  all  your  brigades  accordingly  and  promptly. 

E.  O.  0.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS: 

Dispatch  as  to  enemy  leaving  Warren's  front  received.  They  would 
find  my  line  (I  have  but  one)  very  thin,  but  all  have  been  put  on  the 
alert.  If  I  a  in  expected  to  hold  this  long  line  against  assaulting 
columns,  reserves  of  artillery  and  infantry  should  be  sent  me  without 
delay.  I  have  but  little  confidence  in  my  colored  regiments,  which  are 
nearly  depleted  of  officers  from  sickness. 

ORD, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Blictfs  House,  Weldon  Railroad,  August  22,  1861 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  respecting  the  need  of  reserves  of  artillery  and  infantry 
in  the  event  of  your  front  being  assaulted  is  received.  The  commanding 
general  has  no  infantry  to  send  you,  but  you  can  obtain  some  artillery 
by  calling  on  General  Hunt.  The  indications  are  that  if  an  attack  is 
made  it  will  be  directed  against  the  position  of  General  Warren,  since 
a  force  is  apparently  being  concentrated  opposite  to  it.  The  command 
ing  general  understands  that  you  will  shortly  be  relieved  by  the  Tenth 
Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  22,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  A  rmyo^Jke^&qiac  : 

GENERAL:  I  inclose  jr^ftot:^ as; to  eijie^^ having  a  battery  which 
makes  one  I  am  directt^^i/octrnpy,  lately  o'fBnrnside's  front,  now  unten 
able.  Night  before  JtwjtirthT;jJs]rfaashed  tilings  generally,  dismounting 


416  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

guns,  breaking  wheels,  and  cutting  down  parapet  therein.  Can  you 
send  an  engineer  officer  (I  have  no  one  to  send)  to  find  a  new  place  for 
these  guns  or  have  front  of  battery  changed.  The  battery  injured  is 
near  and  to  the  right  of  the  entrance  of  the  covered  way  leading  to 
Burnside's  mine. 

E.  O.  C.  OKI), 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  22,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

GENERAL:  Major  Dtiaiie,  acting  chief  engineer,  will  at  once  send  an 

engineer  officer  to  examine  the  battery  reported  in  your  dispatch  of  this 

morning  to  Major-General  Humphreys  as  untenable.     General  Meade 

and  General  Humphreys  have  gone  to  General  Warren's  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864 — 3.20  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  following  has  been  received  from  Colonel  Wright,  commanding 
Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  stationed  to  the  left  of  Burnside's  mine: 

Doctor  Lampson,  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  is  just  from  that  regiment,  arid  says  the  line 
officers  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pratt  that  the  rebels  were  seen  to  move,  with 
knapsacks,  along  their  line  of  works  from  their  left  toward  their  right  (our  left). 
Lieutenant  Way,  one  of  my  aides,  has  .just  returned  from  the  battery  a  little  to  our 
left,  and  reports  that  he  learned  there  that  this  morning  the  rebels  were  massing 
troops  about  a  mile  to  my  left  in  the  woods  to  their  (the  rebel)  rear. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864 — 8.10  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  enemy  are  sending  up  signal  rockets  in  and  to  the  left  of  town. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864. 
[Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR:] 

GENERAL  :  The  report  of  Colonel  Shurtleff,  Fifth  Colored,  as  to  what 
a  man  up  a  tree  saw,  was  quite  important.  I  have  rigged  a  lookout, 
and  wish  you  would  direct  all  your  brigades  to  keep  men  up  trees  so  as 
to  warn  us  of  moving  of  troops  in  our  front.  Put  your  pickets  on  the 
lookout  and  listen  at  irght,  and  have  the  enemy's  line  of  abatis  care- 
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fully  watched  to  note  if  it  is  taken  away,  or  if  their  parapets  are  re 
moved  to  make  openings  for  assaulting,  so  that  you  can,  without 
waiting  for  orders,  assemble  your  little  reserve  and  notify  the  nearest 
batteries  to  be  ready  to  repel  attack.  I  have  asked  for  a  reserve  force 
and  may  possibly  get  it.  Yon  had  better  detail  division  officer  of  the 
day  with  orderlies  all  along  your  line  to  warn  you  of  any  changes. 

E.  O.  6.  OKD, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864. 

Copy  furnished  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  officer,  Third 
Brigade,  who  will  see  that  a  vigilant  lookout  is  kept  up  along  the  line. 
Lookouts  will  be  posted  in  position  from  which  they  can  overlook  the 
enemy's  line.  All  movements  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  will  be 
promptly  reported  to  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Carr: 

J.  JOHNSON, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Since  10  a.  m.  nearly  all  the  tents  have  disappeared  from  the  line  of 
rifle-pits  on  hill  three  miles  northwest  of  here.  I  think  there  was 
about  a  brigade  there.  The  enemy's  signal  officer  reports  one  trans 
port  gone  down  the  river  this  p.  m.  without  troops  aboard.  A  large 
camp  smoke  rising  southeast  and  about  a  mile  from  city. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  22,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  AMES, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  corps  officer  of  the  day  reports  that  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Regiment  Colored  Troops  seem  unsteady  and  unreliable,  and  the 
major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  one-half  of  the  Fourth 
Massachusetts  Cavalry,  who  reported  to  you  to-day,  to  report  to  the 
colonel  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  to  be  stationed  among  the  men  and- restore 
confidence  by  their  presence  and  by  keeping  down  the  enemy's  tire. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Perkins*  House,  August  22,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieut,  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

SIR:  I  have  made  a  reconnaissance  to  where  the  enemy's  right  rested 
last  night.     The  right  is  still  there;  same  as  last  night.     If  there  are 
none  on  the  Vaughan  road  (as  reported  by  a  start'  officer  of  General 
27  R  R — VOL  XLII,  i'T  ii 
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Warren's  this  morning)  then  the  enemy  have  swung  around  or  divided. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  are  acting  very  cautious,  and  are  changing  picket 
stations  daily,  which  will  require  to  be  strictly  watched  for  the  security 
of  your  left  flank.  My  front  is  now  being  relieved  by  two  regiments  of 
Gregg's  cavalry.  I  regret  having  to  leave  at  this  time,  but  will  turn 
over  my  orders  so  that  there  can  be  no  mistaking  them.  Will  report 
in  person  shortly. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  have  re-established  their  pickets  also  on  my  left, 
on  the  Reiray  [Reams'?]  road,  on  the  Burt  [Vaughan?]  road,  and  cross 
roads.  I  forgot  to  state  that  the  breast-works  at  Reams'  are  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  only  about  fifty  of  a  reserve  were 
there,  which  I  completely  routed  on  yesterday.  Have  not  seen  Gen 
eral  Gregg  yet. 

S.  P.  S. 


CITY  POINT,  August  55,  1864—6  p.  m. 

(Received  24th.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  J).  C. : 

Our  position  on  the  Weldou  railroad  now  seems  entirely  secure.  One 
division  of  infantry  and  the  cavalry  have  been  working  south,  de 
stroying  the  road  as  they  go.  They  met  some  opposition  to-day  from 
the  enemy's  cavalry  and  were  consequently  further  re-enforced.  Pris 
oners  taken  since  the  last  repulse  of  the  enemy  repeat  the  report  of 
W.  H.  F.  Lee  being  mortally  wounded,  General  Clingman  losing  a 
leg,  and  General  Sanders  killed.  These  reports,  however,  may  not  be 
reliable. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  186-1 — 10.30  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  nothing  new  to  report  this  morning.  Reports  from  deserters 
and  observed  movements  of  the  enemy  led  to  the  belief  of  the  proba 
bility  of  an  attack  on  Mott's  front  last  night.  Every  preparation  that 
was  practicable  was  made  to  meet  it.  I  have  called  on  General  War 
ren  for  his  views  as  to  holding  his  present  position  with  his  own  and 
the  Ninth  Corps  extending  to  the  plank  road.  It  becomes  a  question  on 
which  I  desire  your  views,  how  tar  Miles'  division,  Second  Corps,  should 
go  down  the  railroad  destroying  it.  This  division  is  small,  less  than 
4,000  effectives,  and  has  a  brigade  of  cavalry  about  1,000  strong.  From 
reports  of  deserters  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  sent  infantry 
down  the  railroad  on  Sunday  night,  and  we  know  he  has  two  divisions 
of  cavalry  available  for  operations,  besides  troops  now  on  the  road  that 
can  be  sent  up  from  the  south  to  meet  Miles'  advance.  In  myjudgment, 
therefore,  Miles  ought  not  to  go  beyond  support  from  Warren's  posi 
tion,  say  Rowanty  Creek,  some  ten  miles,  which  point  he  will  probably 
reach  to-day.  He  has  no  artillery  with  him  and  it  cannot  be  got  over 
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to  him  and  he  cannot  carry  any  trains  or  reserve  ammunition.  lie 
should,  therefore,  return  or  be  re-enforced.  If  Warren  replies  lie  can 
take  care  of  himself,  and  it  is  deemed  the  line  from  the  plank  road  to 
the  Appomattox  is  secure.  Gibbon's  division  can  be  sent  to  Miles,  and 
another  brigade  of  cavalry;  but  this  is  extending'  very  far  and  leaves 
no  means  of  repairing  any  casualties  should  the  enemy,  by  a  successful 
movement,  penetrate  our  line  at  any  point.  I  should  be  pleased  to 
have  your  instructions  upon  these  points. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  Va.,  August  23,  1S64. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

The  Richmond  papers  of  the  22d  claim  to  have  captured  from  War 
ren  on  Saturday  morning  2,700  prisoners.  Did  Warren  lose  any  such 
number?  No  report  yet  received  shows  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864—10.45  a.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Warren's  official  returns  show  as  follows :  August  18 :  Killed,  66 ; 
wounded,  478;  missing,  392.  August  19:  Killed,  16;  wounded,  218; 
missing,  2,157.  General  Warren  was  in  hopes  many  of  the  above  miss 
ing  were  stragglers.  It  should  be  observed  the  above  report  is  exclu 
sive  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  who  also  lost  prisoners  on  the  19th.  It  is 
therefore  probable  the  Richmond  papers  are  not  far  in  error. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864 — 12  m. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  a  dispatch  from  Warren  advising  me  he  has  so  strengthened 
his  position  he  feels  secure  against  any  attack  without  the  aid  of  the 
Second  Corps.  In  deciding  upon  the  movements  of  this  corps  (Second) 
an  important  consideration  must  be  held  in  view — the  present  condi 
tion  of  all  but  the  main  and  old  roads.  All  others,  country  and  cross 
roads,  are  impassable  for  artillery  and  wagons.  The  rain  of  last  even 
ing  will,  I  fear,  keep  them  so  for  some  days,  or  until  we  have  fair 
weather — a  warm  sun  and  drying  winds.  The  question  therefore  of 
supplying  any  large  force  at  a  distance  from  the  main  army  or  carry 
ing  supplies  enters  into  the  expediency  of  movements.  With  pack- 
mules  we  can  keep  up  supplies  if  the  troops  are  not  too  far  removed 
from  the  trains.  The  trains  cannot  be  taken  along.  This  dispatch  is 
intended  as  a  continuation  of  the  one  sent  this  a.  m.  asking  your  views. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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FORT  POWHATAN,  August  23,  1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  think  with  you  it  would  be  imprudent  to  send  General  Miles  with 
his  small  force  beyond  the  support  of  the  main  army  to  destroy  the 
railroad.  If  we  can  hold  our  present  position  until  the  roads  get  in 
good  order,  Ord  can  be  sent  with  the  Eighteenth  Corps  and  cavalry  to 
complete  the  work  if  possible  as  far  as  Hicksford,  at  least  so  far  as 
to  inconvenience  the  enemy  in  hauling  around  the  break,  and  so  that  it 
would  take  considerable  time  to  repair  it. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
Widow  Smith's  House,  August  23,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
General  GRANT  : 

I  have  examined  the  line  from  the  Strong  house  to  Warren's  right. 
It  can  be  held  securely  by  two  divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  leaving 
two  divisions  in  reserve.  Warren  can  hold  his  line  securely  with  three 
divisions,  leaving  him  one  in  reserve.  Under  these  circumstances,  as 
Miles  has  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  from  prisoners 
learned  that  a  division  of  cavalry  was  in  his  front,  I  have  ordered  Gib 
bon  down  to  Reams'  Station  and  sent  Hancock  down  to  take  charge  of 
the  two  divisions  of  infantry  and  the  cavalry  and  to  destroy  the  rail 
road  as  far  as  practicable. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERA*L'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter  from  Forty- fourth  North  Carolina,  Kirkland's 
brigade,  Heth's  division,  who  just  arrived  here,  reports  that  he  left  his 
picket-line  last  night;  that  he  was  on  picket  on  the  Weldon  railroad  a 
short  distance  below  the  lead-works.  He  states  that  on  Sunday 
night  last  his  brigade  marched  back  from  Fifth  Corps  front  to  a  posi 
tion  between  the  lead-works  and  Petersburg.  He  states  that  they 
are  lying  on  the  railroad  near  the  city,  and  he  thinks  that  all  of  Heth's 
division  is  in  that  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &e. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter  from  Finegan's  (Florida)  brigade,  who  came  in 
this  morning,  states  that  his  brigade  left  the  Weldon  railroad  on  Sun 
day  night  and  marched  back  to  their  old  position  in  the  trenches.  He 
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states  that  he  straggled  behind  his  regiment  and  did  not  catch  up  with 
it  until  about  10  a.  m.  yesterday.  All  the  troops,  he  states,  which  were 
on  the  line  of  Weldon  railroad  in  front  of  Fifth  Corps  have  fallen  back 
around  Petersburg.  lie  states  that  iie  saw  no  troops  between  their 
lower  line  along  railroad  and  the  lead-works.  They  had  all  inarched 
inside  of  breast-works  north  of  lead-works.  This  man  states  that  he 
saw  several  men  (stragglers)  along  the  railroad  inquiring  for  Scales' 
brigade,  and  they  stated  that  the  brigade  had  gone  off  in  the  night 
and  left  them  behind. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

,T.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  23,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS,, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Eighth  Alabama,  Sanders'  brigade, 
who  came  into  our  lines  this  afternoon,  report  that  their  brigade  is  now 
lying  in  its  old  position  in  the  trenches  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road. 
The  whole  of  Mahone's  division,  they  think,  is  in  that  immediate  vicinity. 
They  confirm  the  report  of  the  death  of  General  Sanders,  and  one  of  the 
men  states  that  this  morning  he  heard  one  of  the  officers  of  his  regiment 
reading  from  Richmond  paper  an  account  of  the  death  of  A.  P.  Hill,  the 
result  of  a  wound  received  in  his  side  on  Sunday  last.  The  other  man 
thinks  the  truth  of  this  report  doubtful,  as  he  thinks  he  would  have 
heard  of  it  from  other  sources  if  it  were  true.  Neither  of  these  men 
have  been  in  service  more  than  a  month,  and  their  information  is 
consequently  limited. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MoENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


AUGUST  23,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

TREE  STATION — a.  m. 

All  quiet.  Enemy  seems  more  numerous  in  front  of  this  station  than 
heretofore.  Small  party  to  work  on  fort  on  crest  of  the  hill  near  large 
white  house.  This  work  is  cut  for  two  guns  and  nearly  completed. 

AVERY  HOUSE  STATION. 

Nothing  unusual  observed  from  this  point.     Observed  a  small  wagon 
train  consisting  of  eight  wagons  passing  in  the  rear  of  enemy's  posi 
tion,  moving  toward  enemy's  right.     No  movements  of  troops  observed. 
Respectfully, 

WARTS, 

Lieutenant. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1861—7.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  plank-road 
station : 

7.30  A.  M. 

The  force  at  Wei  don  railroad  occupy  the  same  position  as  last  evening.  Now 
works  near  fort  on  line  of  railroad,  mentioned  in  yesterday's  reports,  look  as  if  the 
enemy  had  worked  on  them  all  night.  They  extend  into  the  woods  left  of  fort,  south 
of  the  fort  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other  disappear  in  woods  near  the  brick 
house,  and  have  assumed  quite  a  formidable  appearance.  The  brick  house  is  about 
half  a  mile  or  less  from  the  fort  and  toward  Petersburg.  No  change  in  our  imme 
diate  front,  except  about  a  dozen  of  tents  being  put  up  where  small  camp  was  broken 
up  yesterday.  All  quiet. 

FULTON. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  HOUSE,  August  23,  1864 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

There  is  a  large  camp,  as  of  troops  in  bivouac,  at  a  point  left  of  the 
Weldon  railroad  as  seen  from  here  and  bearing  south  40  degrees  west. 
The  line  of  it  runs  east  and  west,  and  there  appears  to  be  considerable 
activity  at  that  point.  Two  engines  have  been  at  the  Weldon  depot 
and  one  or  more  at  the  Lynchburg  depot  since  daylight.  Steam  rising 
over  trees  at  Pocahontas  indicates  the  presence  of  an  engine  at  that 
place. 

C.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  23,  1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  enemy  are  very  busy  fortifying  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Weldon  railroad.  In  addition  to  the  line  of  works  reported  as  being 
constructed  on  the  east  side  of  the  railroad  and  crossing  south  of  the 
tort  and  extending  westward,  they  are  throwing  up  another  line  in  the 
woods  to  the  rear  of  the  fort.  The  fort  is  located  west  of  the  railroad. 
There  seems  to  be  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  the  enemy  in  the 
line  of  intrenchments  in  our  immediate  front,  but  it  is  still  compara 
tively  a  weak  line  as  regards  the  number  of  men  in  them.  At  0.40  a.  m. 
a  train  of  seventeen  wagons  and  two  ambulances  passed  southward 
west  of  the  Weldon  railroad. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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AUGUST  23,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

TREE  STATION. 

No  change  this  p.  in.  Our  pickets  have  compelled  the  enemy  to  cease 
work  on  two-gun  fort  on  the  hill.  Enemy  hauling  logs  to  the  front. 
All  quiet. 

AVERY  HOUSE  STATION. 

Thirty-four  wagons  have  passed  over  road  in  rear  of  Petersburg  since 
1  this  p.  m.,  moving  toward  enemy's  right.  No  movements  of  troops 
seen.  This  road  is  being  almost  constantly  used  by  the  enemy  and 
think  it  is  the  same  road  seen  from  Lieutenant  Duif's  station.  All 
quiet. 

WAETS, 
Lieutenant. 


AUGUST  23, 1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

This  a.  m.  enemy's  signal  station  reports  three  .regiments  on  drill 
near  Cobb's,  and  two  regiments  of  cavalry  going  toward  their  front 
in  Chesterfield.  No  movements  of  the  rebels  observed  to-day.  Weather 
this  p.  in.  very  smoky.  The  line  of  rebels  reported  this  a.  m.  south  of 
Petersburg  remained  the  same  till  the  haze  prevented  them  from  being 
seen. 

FULLER, 
Lieutenant. 


JORDAN  HOUSE,  August  23,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

Good  many  stragglers  seen  this  a.  in.  going  toward  Petersburg.  Fif 
teen  wagons  loaded  with  hay  in  bales,  and  about  same  number 
loaded  with  tops  of  trees,  having  the  appearance  of  being  cut  for 
abatis,  passing  in  same  direction.  A  20-pounder  Parrott  gun  has 
disappeared  from  Archer's  battery.  Wagons  and  ambulances  have 
been  passing  both  ways  about  the  same  as  usual. 

T.'R.  CLARK, 
Acting  Signal  Officer. 


JORDAN  HOUSE,  August  23,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  note  requesting  information  in  regard  to  stragglers  received. 
The  stragglers  came  from  direction  of  Richmond,  passed  on  road  in 
rear  of  Whitehead's  Factory,  and  went  in  direction  of  Petersburg. 
They  were  infantry,  and  were  seen  from  daylight  to  about  12  in.  None 
this  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 
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AUGUST  23,  1864— G.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

The  enemy  is  building  an  angle  to  the  four-gun  battery  to  left  of  white 
house,  facing  to  the  left.  There  has  been  considerable  stir  among  the 
enemy's  trains,  but  no  general  movement.  Nothing  else  worthy  of 
report. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  EOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  23,  1864—7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER  : 

No  change  visible  in  enemy's  position  south  of  lead-works  and  near 
fort.    All  quiet. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  278.  \  Washington,  August  23,  1864. 

*****  *  * 

23.  Leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disa 
bility  is  hereby  granted  Brig.  Gen.  S.  S.  Carroll,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

******* 

35.  The  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  now  serving  in  the  Ninth  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  hereby  temporarily  consolidated  into  four 
companies,  A,  B,  C,  and  D.  The  commanding  general  Army  of  the 
Potomac  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order.  The  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  regiment,  over  and  above  the  comple 
ment  required  for  duty  with  the  companies,  will  report  in  person,  with 
out  delay,  to  Brigadier-General  Cooke,  superintendent  of  general  re 
cruiting  service,  at  New  York  City,  for  assignment  to  duty  on  regimental 
recruiting  service.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the 
necessary  transportation. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  78.  j  City  Point,  Va.,  August  23, 1864. 

*  *  *  .  *  *  *  * 

2.  Commissaries  of  subsistence  will  sell  subsistence  stores  to  all  citi 
zens  properly  authorized  to  be  within  the  lines  of  the  armies  operating 
against  Richmond,  who  are  not  entitled  to  draw  rations,  such  sales  to 
be  made  in  compliance  with  paragraph  1230,  Revised  Army  Regula 
tions.  Citizens  will  not  be  allowed  to  purchase  a  greater  amount  of 
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stores  than  is  required  for  their  own  use,  nor  more  than  a  supply  for 
ten  days  at  any  one  time.    The  quartermaster's  department  will   also 
sell  to  such  citizens  forage  in  such  quantities  and  at  such  rates  as  may 
be  determined  on  by  the  chief  quartermaster. 
By  command  of  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864—9.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  to  you  that  the  division 
destroying  the  railroad  may  be  required  to  remain  upon  that  work  be 
yond  the  time  for  which  they  are  now  supplied,  and  that  arrangements 
for  their  supplies  must  be  kept  in  view,  and  the  supplies  maintained. 
The  division  will  not  return  without  further  directions  from  these  head 
quarters.  It  should  leave  some  force  at  Reams'  Station  to  hold  that 
point.  It  should  not  tor  the  present  go  farther  than  Rowanty  Creek, 
six  miles  beyond  Reams'  Station. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished   the  commanding  officer    First 
Division  for  his  guidance. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORP?, 

August  23,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  received  your  dispatch  regarding  the  command  at  Reams' 
Station  and  have  directed  that  your  orders  be  carried  out. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Buck's  House,  Weldon  Railroad,  August  23,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

So  far  as  any  information  has  been  obtained  concerning  the  character 
of  the  ground  between  here  and  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  it  appears 
to  be  the  best  position  to  hold  on  the  railroad.  Unless  something 
should  occur  changing  the  conditions  now  existing,  this  position  will  be 
held ;  and  as  we  shall  not  advance  the  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  send  a  division  to  aid  in  covering  the  party  destroying  the  railroad, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  destroy  the  railroad.  The  working  party 
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appears  not  to  Lave  effected  much.  General  Gregg  is  ordered  to  cover 
the  destruction  of  the  railroad  and  picket  the  left.  The  work  ing  party 
is  about  a  mile  south  of  this  point,  the  Blick  house.  The  commander  of 
the  division  should  take  the  direction  of  the  destruction  of  the  road. 
That  party  belongs  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  S3,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

General  Gregg  was  directed  to  send  Spear's  brigade  to  your  division 
on  the  railroad,  instead  of  the  regiment  of  cavalry  with  it  this  morning. 
General  Gregg's  instructions  of  10  a.  m.  have  just  been  modified.  He 
is  now  directed  to  concentrate  his  division  at  Reams'  Station  and  hold 
that  point  and  picket  to  Warren's  left  and  also  to  your  division,  de 
stroying  the  railroad.  General  Miles  need  not  therefore  leave  any  force 
to  hold  lieams'  Station.  Colonel  Spear's  brigade  will  continue  with 
Miles. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1861—12.10  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  11.30.  General 
Miles'  division  will  be  sent  at  once  to  comply  with  the  order.  I  have 
sent  some  messengers  to  see  what  is  wrong  with  the  telegraph  wire. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  inclose  a  communication  received  from  Colonel  Spear, 
together  with  General  Warren's  note  inclosing  it.  I  have  directed 
General  Barlow,  if  Colonel  Spear  holds  the  field  as  is  stated,  to  have 
the  rebel  dead  counted.  This  communication  was  received  at  6.15  p.  in. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK: 

I  telegraph  you  a  dispatch  just  received  from  Colonel  Spear,  with  my 
reply.  Some  prisoners  he  sends  in  say  when  they  left  they,  the  enemy, 
were  falling  back. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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[Sub-incloaure.l 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

In  the  Field,  August  2,9,  186-1 — 3 p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I  reported  to  General  Miles;  he  assigned  me  to  duty.  I  proceeded  up 
the  Burt  [Vaughan?)  road,  and  when  opposite  Reams'  Station,  on  the 
right,  encountered  Hampton's  cavalry;  hard  tight;  the  enemy  were  ten 
times  my  number.  1  fought  them  one  hour.  Sent  for  re-enforcements; 
could  get  none.  Hampton's  division  had  just  arrived  to  join  Lee.  My 
loss  is  8  killed,  32  wounded;  Captain  Sargent  killed.  I  left  dead  on  the 
field  184  rebels.  I  hold  my  own;  have  sent  to  General  Gregg  for  help. 
He  returned  me  word  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  me.  I  then  sent  to 
General  Miles;  he  sent  me  word  he  could  give  me  but  100  men.  The 
enemy  are  in  strong  force  on  iny  left.  I  can  do  great  execution  and 
rout  them  if  I  have  one  or  two  regiments  of  infantry.  No  one  seems 
to  assist  me ;  can  I  not  get  it  from  General  Warren  ?  I  am  very  pecu 
liarly  placed.  My  men  are  exhausted,  but  will  protect  General  Warren's 
left  at  all  hazards.  Where  Generals  Gregg  and  Miles  have  gone  there 
is  no  enemy,  but  on  my  front  is  the  force  above  stated. 
I  am.  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864—7.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

You  did  not  send  Warren's  reply  to  Colonel  Spears  report.  I  should 
like  to  see  it.  I  desire  you  to  call  on  Generals  Gregg  and  Miles  for  an 
explanation  of  the  charge  made  by  Colonel  Spear,  that  they  declined 
to  send  him  assistance  when  he  asked  for  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 
August  23,  1864 — 7.25  p.  m.     (Received  7.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

General  Warren  is  temporarily  absent.  I  send  you  his  reply  to 
Colonel  Spear. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS — 5.25  p.  m. 
Colonel  SPEAR, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

COLONEL:  Major-General  Warren  directs  me  to  say  that  you  are  so 
far  off  that  he  will  be  unable  to  send  you  infantry  from  his  command. 
If  you  cannot  hold  your  own,  you  will  have  to  fall  back  on  General 
Miles. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  Miles  has  worked  up  to  within  a  mile  of  Eeams'.  The  heavy 
rain  has  put  out  part  of  his  fires.  The  enemy's  pickets  are  at  the 
Slater  house,  and  General  Miles'  pickets  within  1,000  yards  of  them. 
General  Gregg  had  ordered  a  regiment  to  drive  them  away  from  Reams'. 
Colonel  Spear  says  he  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  on  the  Yaughan 
or  Bohn  road  two  miles  toward  Petersburg,  where  a  bridge  had  been 
destroyed.  He  states  that  their  infantry  pickets  extended  to  this  point. 
The  cavalry  retired  in  the  direction  of  Petersburg.  Slater's  house  is 
where  the  Vaughan  road  intersects  the  Beams'  Station  road.  Colonel 
Spear  met  nothing  but  cavalry.  The  rain  has  made  it  impossible  for  a 
horseman  to  ride  to  the  railroad  by  the  route  General  Miles  took  to-day. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

General  Gregg  pickets  a  mile  and  a  half  below  where  the  plank  road 
crosses  the  Black  water. 

W.  S.  H. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Your  dispatch  of  7.15  received.  I  inclose  you  a  dispatch  from  Gen 
eral  Warren,  which  was  neglected  to  be  inclosed  by  him  at  the  time, 
and  which  was  received  afterward.*  I  had  previously  directed  Gen 
eral  Barlow,  who  now  commands  Miles'  division,  and  General  Gregg, 
to  send  out  and  ascertain  the  number  of  the  enemy's  dead,  if  Colonel 
Spear  held  the  field;  and  had  directed  that  the  road  at  a  suitable  place, 
where  a  swamp  passes  through  it,  be  intrenched,  in  order  to  hold  it. 
I  will  call  upoii  General  Miles  and  General  Gregg  for  the  explanation 
you  desire. 

WINF'U  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864—1.30  p.  m.     (Received  2  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  misapprehension  seems 
to  exist  as  to  the  progress  made  by  this  division  in  destroying  the  rail 
road.  On  my  arrival  this  morning  the  railroad  was  destroyed  only  to 
a  point  about  one  mile  north  of  Reams'  Station.  I  have  sent  a  brigade 
to  Reams'  Station,  which  up  to  this  time  is  unoccupied,  and  am  destroy 
ing  the  railroad  south  as  fast  as  possible.  General  Gregg  is  co-oper 
ating  according  to  his  orders,  and  is  now  with  his  command  at  Reams' 
Station,  and  will  occupy  the  station  when  we  get  farther  south.  The 

'See  5.25  p.  m.,  p.  427. 
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instructions  just  received  from  General  Meade  seem  to  imply  that  one 
division  is  entirely  to  the  south  of  Reams'  Station.  It  is  still  to  the 
north  of  that  point.  Our  communications  are  now  best  made  by  the 
plank  road. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

FRANCIS  C.  BARLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  BARLOW, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Second  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  inclose  you  a  note  just  received  from  Colonel  Spear 
together  with  one  from  General  Warren.*  General  Gibbon's  division 
will  be  at  the  junction  of  the  plank  road  with  the  road  to  Reams'  Sta 
tion  to-night,  and  will  proceed  to  Reams'  Station  at  daylight  and  hold 
possession  there,  together  with  your  artillery.  General  Gregg  is  going 
to  picket  from  General  Warren's  left  to  cover  that  station  and  around 
toward  the  plank  road.  lie  will  release  your  cavalry.  You  will  continue 
the  destruction  of  the  railroad  toward  Rowanty  Creek,  and,  if  possible, 
as  far  as  Stony  Creek.  I  leave  here  at  daylight  to  proceed  to  Reams' 
Station  to  take  command  of  all  the  troops  there,  including  the  cavalry. 
In  the  meantime,  if  you  have  any  difficulty  nearer  to  General  Gibbon 
than  I  am,  call  upon  him.  I  have  instructed  him  to  clear  out  the  road 
toward  Reams'  Station  if  it  is  obstructed.  General  Gibbon  has  also 
been  directed  to  obstruct  the  railroad  near  Reams'  Station  by  felling 
trees  across  it,  if  it  does  not  interfere  with  your  march  to  the  rear  or 
front. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Please  ascertain  by  a  staff  officer,  if  practicable,  the  number 
of  rebel  dead  on  the  field  where  Colonel  Spear  had  the  fight  this  after 
noon.  Colonel  Spear  says  that  the  field  is  in  his  possession. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  BARLOW, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  desires  an  explanation 
concerning  the  charge  made  by  Colonel  Spear  in  the  report  inclosed  to 
you  this  evening,  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  support.  The  charge 
was  made  directly  against  General  Miles,  but  as  it  is  supposed  you 
were  in  command  of  the  division,  the  general  directs  that  you  either 
submit  a  report  of  all  the  circumstances  yourself  or  call  on  General 
Miles  for  an  explanation,  as  the  circumstances  may  warrant. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Muff. 

*  See  pp.  426,  427. 
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BEAMS'  STATION,  August  23,  1S6-1—S.08  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  WALKER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

COLONEL  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  this  division  lias  destroyed 
the  railroad  to  Beams'  Station.  I  have  the  division  to  night  in  the 
rifle-pits  on  the  Dinwiddie  Court-House  road,  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  railroad  to  the  west.  There  has  been  skirmishing  nearly 
all  day  between  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Spear's  cavalry  (assigned  to 
my  command),  some  of  my  infantry,  and  the  enemy.  Hampton  Legion 
is  reported  to  be  in  Colonel  Spear's  front  farther  to  the  south  and  left, 
one  niile  and  a  half  from  the  railroad,  just  about  west  of  Beams'  Sta 
tion.  General  Gregg's  division  has  been  quite  heavily  engaged  this 
afternoon.  The  tiring  has  been  quite  heavy.  The  cavalry  have  stood 
their  ground  and  repulsed  the  enemy  up  to  this  time,  though  firing  has 
just  now  ceased.  It  breaks  out  now  and  then  afresh.  General  Gregg 
has  just  informed  me  that  his  whole  division  has  been  engaged.  lie 
thinks  the  position  a  desirable  one  to  hold  and  is  afraid  that  from  lack 
of  ammunition  he  may  have  to  withdraw  his  division  to-night.  lie  has 
intimated  a  desire  to  me  to  send  a  force  to  hold  the  position  if  he  with 
draws,  but  as  my  object  is  to  destroy  the  railroad,  I  do  not  see  the 
propriety  of  moving  off  to  hold  a  position  one  mile  or  more  frotn  the 
railroad,  which  can  be  turned  and  which  has  no  importance  as  an  as 
sistant  to  the  object  for  which  I  am  sent  here.  In  the  morning,  if 
things  are  quiet,  I  shall  continue  destroying  the  uailroad  south.  I  have 
sent  to  General  Gibbon  for  a  battery,  and  if  I  am  unable  to  obtain  it 
there,  shall  send  to  corps  headquarters  for  it  to-night  probably. 

Bespectfully, 

FKAXCIS   C.  BABLOW, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 

P.  S. — Infantry  has  occasionally  been  reported  advancing  on  us,  but 
I  do  not  credit  the  report. 

F.  C.  B. 
(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

[August  23,  1864}— 10.30  p.  m. 
General  BARLOW: 

The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  8.08  p.  m.,  and  to  say  that  your  view  of  the 
object  for  which  you  are  at  work  is  correct;  but  that  if  the  enemy's 
resistance  is  so  great  as  to  prevent  operations  upon  the  railroad  you 
will  of  course  assist  General  Gregg's  cavalry  until  General  Gibbon 
gets  up  either  at  your  own  place  or  at  his,  if  safe  in  connection  with  your 
operations  at  Beams'  Station,  for  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  railroad 
can  be  destroyed  before  the  enemy  are  driven  off.  General  Gibbon  has 
both  your  batteries,  which  you  can  call  on  at  any  moment.  As  Gen 
eral  Gregg  is  so  heavily  engaged  it  may  modify  somewhat  the  order 
concerning  Colonel  Spear  until  such  time  as  the  enemy's  resistance  is 
removed.  You  had  better  send  back  for  ammunition  if  you  are  likely 
to  need  more. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock  : 

F.  A.  WALKEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  186 i— 7.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  t^taff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Officers  iu  my  front  lino  report  the  enemy  have  taken 
down  tents  in  the  works  and  on  the  picket-line,  and  that  something 
more  than  usual  seems  to  be  going  on.  It  may  bo  they  are  to  be 
relieved  by  other  troops.  I  have  given  orders  for  increased  vigilance, 
and  will  report  if  anything  transpires  that  will  be  of  service  to  the 
major-general  commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 
Col.  K.  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  In  case  of  an  attack  on  the  First  Brigade,  you  will  be 
prepared  to  move  with  your  whole  force  to  General  De  Trobriand's 
support. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  have  all  my  command  at  work  straightening  out  the  lines,  putting 
in  flanking  batteries,  slashing,  and  constructing  abatis.  I  have  no 
doubt  I  can  get  along  now  under  any  attack  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Second  Corps,  so  that  that  force  can  be  used  anywhere  else.  I  am 
also  completing  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  toward  Petersburg. 
All  is  quiet  here. 

G.  K.  WAEREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major  General  WARREN: 

Can  you  not,  now  that  the  line  from  the  Strong  house  is  completed, 
hold  your  position  securely  with  only  the  Ninth  Corps  by  making  this 
line  as  strong  as  possible  with  slashings,  abatis,  &c.f  It  could  be  held 
with  the  colored  division  and  one  of  white  troops,  having  two  divisions 
of  white  troops  available  as  reserves.  Also  strengthening  the  Fifth 
Corps  line  with  abatis,  &c.,  would  preserve  portions  of  it.  Deserters 
last  night  say  Mahone  returned  night  before  last  to  the  trenches  near 
the  plank  road.  I  think  the  enemy  did  abandon  offensive  movements, 
but  he  may  resume  them.  It  is  important  to  destroy  as  much  as  pos- 
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sible  of  the  railroad,  and  I  desire  to  seiicl  the  other  division  of  the 
Second  Corps  to  assist  in  this  work,  as  the  enemy  may  send  cavalry 
and  infantry  around  your  position  to  obstruct  and  defeat  this  work. 
Let  me  have  your  views  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  23,  186-1 — 10  a.  m. 
General  WARREN: 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say  that  you  must  look  out 
for  your  right  flank  in  advancing.  General  Parke  will  be  directed  to 
advance  the  pickets  of  his  line  with  yours.  You  will,  of  course,  direct 
Colonel  Spear  to  advance  his  cavalry  pickets  and  supports  on  your 
left,  if  General  Gregg  has  notcome  up  and  taken  command  of  the  cavalry. 
His  instructions  require  him  to  advance  correspondingly  with  you. 
Have  him  advised  of  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  him  to  know  from 
your  command  to  enable  him  to  carry  out  his  orders.  Have  an  under 
standing  with  Parke,  who  is  now  on  his  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC', 

August  2'-',  1801 — iJ.SOp.  in. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  General  Gibbon's  division  will  be 
moved  to  Reams'  Station  to-night  to  support  Barlow's  in  the  operation 
of  destroying  the  railroad  as  i'ar  as  Rowanty  Creek.  General  Gregg, 
who  was  directed  to  concentrate  his  division  of  cavalry  at  Reams'  to 
day  and  picket  to  your  left  and  in  front  of  Barlow's  division,  will 
receive  his  instructions  from  General  Hancock.  He  will  keep  you 
advised  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
August  23,  186-1 — 6.15  p.  m.     (Received  7  p.  in.) 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatch  inclosing  Colonel  Spear's  received.  Your 
reply  to  Colonel  Spear  did  not  accompany.  Colonel  Spear  was  under 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  First  Division,  engaged  in  destroy 
ing  the  railroad.  I  heard  a  half  hour  ago  that  General  Miles  had  sent 
two  companies  to  Colonel  Spear,  and  that  he  had  a  skirmish  with 
Hampton  Legion.  General  Gibbon's  division  will  camp  to-night  on  the 
plank  road,  where  the  Reams'  Station  road  intersects,  and  will  move  to 
Reams'  at  daylight.  I  do  not  know  Colonel  Spear,  but  am  glad  he 
killed  so  many  rebels,  and  hope  he  may  get  off  their  wounded,  which 
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must  be  in  his  hands.  Gregg's  cavalry  is  under  my  orders,  and  I  shall 
be  at  Reams'  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow.  I  shall  have  Gregg  cover 
your  left  around  as  far  as  Keams',  holding  particularly  the  road  comiug 
in  from  Petersburg  two  miles  to  your  left,  which  I  have  heard  called  the 
Bohn  [Vaughanj  road.  I  suppose  this  is  the  road  Colonel  iSpear  calls 
the  Burt  road. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

VVLNT'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  33,  1861.     (Received  7.45  p.  in.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  notified  from  my 
vedette  on  the  top  of  the  house  in  the  corn-field  that  the  enemy's  camp 
fires  are  to  be  seen  about  one  mile  and  a  half  in  the  direction  of  the 
road;  also  camp  to  the  (our)  left  of  the  road,  on  the  prolongation  of  the 
line  of  the  first  above  mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864—8  p.  m. 
[Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General :] 

COLONEL:  (The  railroad  has  been  destroyed  to  a  point  opposite  the 
white  house  beyond  our  picket-line  about  250  yards.  The  ties  have 
been  burned  and  the  rails  bent  up  to  the  picket-line.  Beyond  that  point 
the  road  has  been  turned  over.  The  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  at  the 
cap  of  the  woods  whilst  we  were  at  work  near  the  house.  They  were 
fired  upon  and  retired.  As  before  reported  the  enemy's  works  beyond 
the  corn-field  on  the  right  are  occupied  by  his  forces.  His  pickets  come 
to  the  cap  of  the  woods  in  which  our  pickets  now  are.  The  ground  was 
thoroughly  searched,  and  all  arms,  &c.,  brought  away.  The  men  in 
camp  near  that  part  of  the  road  previously  destroyed  are  using  the 
rails  for  various  purposes  in  their  camps.  The  ties  still  remain. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding^ 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

.     Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  eleven  rebel  dead  were 
buried  by  the  men  on  the  picket-line,  on  the  night  of  the  21st  instant, 
which  were  not  included  in  my  report.  This  will  make  up  the  number 
buried  in  front  of  the  division  seventy-six. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  S.  BRAGG, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
28  R  R— VOL  XLII,  PT  II 


434  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  c.  [CHAP.LIV. 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major- General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps,  Gurley  House  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  the  condition  of  your  lines 
from  the  Strong  house  to  Warren's  right,  whether  the  slashing  is  suf 
ficiently  extended  to  the  front  to  render  it  impenetrable  to  any  body 
of  men.  The  line  thus  completed  might  be  held  thinly,  with  reserves 
at  intervals,  free  communication  between  which  and  all  parts  of  the 
line  should  be,  opened.  All  the  remaining  available  force  of  your  com 
mand  should  be  concentrated  on  the  left  for  co-operation  with  the  Fifth 
Corps.  The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  what  part  of  your 
command  will  be  required  to  hold  your  line  in  this  manner,  and  what 
disposition  you  have  made  or  are  making  in  view  of  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Yours  of  10  a.  m.  received.  I  have  now  on  the  line  from  Strong's  house 
to  Warren's  right  three  divisions — Ferrero's,  Potter's,  and  White's. 
The  slashing,  abatis,  and  parapet  are  not  entirely  completed,  but  nearly 
so.  The  heavy  rain  of  last  evening  interfered  seriously  with  our  work. 
Willcox  is  now  in  reserve  and  I  hope  soon  to  withdraw  White.  I  will 
have  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  in  front  of  Ferrero,  and  if,  as  I 
think,  it  is  very  strong  I  certainly  can  withdraw  White.  I  propose 
erecting  epaulements  for  guns,  one  in  the  front  of  the  line,  that  Griffin's 
brigade  was  at  work  on  yesterday  evening,  and  another  in  front  of 
Ferrero,  opposite  an  open  space. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    HDQRS.  SECOND  l)iv.,  DTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  99.  )      Near   \Veldon  Railroad,  Va.,  August  23,  1864. 

I.  The  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  is  hereby 
restored  to  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division,  and  the  commanding  offi 
cer  will  report  accordingly. 

II.  The  Second  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  is  hereby  transferred  from 
the  First  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  division,  and  the  commanding 
officer  will  report  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter: 

SAMUEL  WRIGHT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  the  army  has  visited  a 
portion  of  your  line  and  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  men  were  not 
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iii  condition  to  meet  any  sudden  advance  of  the  enemy ;  that  most  of  the 
men  were  without  their  accoutermeuts.  At  least  half  of  the  men  of  the 
different  regiments  should  be  on  duty  all  the  time  and  ready  to  receive 
an  attack,  and  pickets  and  vedettes  should  be  posted  sufficiently  far  out 
to  warn  the  whole  command.  The  regimental  commanders  do  not  fully 
realize  the  importance  of  their  trust,  and  they  should  be  instructed.  I 
think  it  would  be  well  that  your  inspector  and  those  of  the  brigades 
should  visit  the  lines  frequently  and  see  that  these  suggestions  are  car 
ried  out.  This  is  not  written  with  any  desire  to  tind  fault,  but  sug 
gested  as  a  matter  of  instruction  and  precaution. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  (i.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

General  Miles'  division  is  moving  to  Beams'  Station  with  one  regi 
ment  of  cavalry.  Is  it  required  that  more  cavalry  shall  operate  with 
him,  or  shall  the  cavalry  be  kept  concentrated  on  the  left  of  the  Sec 
ond  Corps  in  the  interval  between  it  and  General  Miles' division?  I 
have  one  brigade  a  mile  north  of  Eeams'  Station,  where  the  road  to 
Dinwiddie  Court-House  strikes  olf.  A  portion  of  the  cavalry  is  out 
of  forage  and  it  is  impracticable  to  supply  it  here. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  X?o,  186-1 — 9.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG; 

Commanding  Cavalry : 
(Through  Headquarters  Fifth  Corps.) 

Your  dispatch  of  8.80  a.  m.  is  received.  The  change  of  circumstances 
since  the  order  of  yesterday  renders  it  desirable  that  a  brigade  of  cav 
alry  shall  accompany  the  division  destroying  the  railroad.  You  will 
please  give  directions  accordingly.  The  remainder  of  your  cavalry  in 
that  quarter  should  be  concentrated  on  the  left,  covering  that  flank, 
and  held  ready  to  operate  as  circumstances  may  require.  The  animals 
of  your  supply  train  must  be  used  to  bring  up  forage. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1861 — 9.55  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 
(Through  Headquarters  Fifth  Corps.) 

The  commanding  general  suggests  that  you  send  Colonel  Spear's 
brigade  with  the  division  destroying  the  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

Upon  further  consideration  the  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  concentrate  your  cavalry  at  Reams'  Station,  and  hold  that  point, 
picketing  from  there  to  Warren's  left,  and  also  from  Reams'  Station  to 
the  infantry  division  destroying  the  railroad.  That  division  will  not 
leave  any  part  of  its  force  at  Reams'  Station,  and  Spear's  brigade  will 
remain  with  the-division.  Until  further  ordered  it  will  not  go  beyond 
Rowauty  Creek.  Hold  in  view  the  contingency  of  additional  infantry 
being  joined  to  Miles'  command,  and,  in  conjunction  with  your  division 
of  cavalry,  moving  beyond  Rowanty  Creek  to  destroy  the  railroad  still 
farther  south. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Widow  Smith's  House,  August  23,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  Major-General  Hancock  will  move 
Gibbon's  division  to  Reams'  Station  to-night  and  assume  command  of 
the  operations  upon  the  Weldon  railroad.  You  will  receive  your  orders 
from  him,  carrying  out  the  instructions  already  given  you  unless  other 
wise  ordered. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m.     (Received  11.45  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  this  p.  m.  at 
4.30  on  the  road  from  Reams'  Station  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House  and 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Reams'.  The  enemy  displayed  a  large 
force  dismounted,  certainly  more  than  a  division.  The  tight  lasted 
until  nearly  9  o'clock.  The  enemy  displayed  his  force  in  open  country 
and  was  repulsed  in  every  attack  made  upon  me.  The  enemy  retired 
from  my  front  at  about  9  o'clock.  The  enemy  were  principally  armed 
with  muskets,  but  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  infantry  present. 
The  action  was  severe  and  we  hold  our  position.  My  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  will  not  exceed  75. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA,,  August  23, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

You  may  now  send  the  Tenth  Corps,  or  as  much  of  it  as  can  be  spared 
from  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  relieve  as  far  as  possible  the  Eighteenth 
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Corps.  When  the  Eighteenth  Corps  is  relieved  let  them  go  into  camp 
on  the  high  ground  in  rear  of  their  present  position.  So  long  as  we 
hold  the  Weldon  road  it  is  prudent  for  ijs  to  keep  all  the  force  we  can 
south  of  the  Appomattox. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

August  23,  1S(>4 — 12.35  p.  m.     (Received  1  p.  in.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Telegram  received.  I  will  immediately  proceed  to  relieve  the  Eigth- 
eenth,  division  by  division,  and  encamp  that  corps  as  a  reserve,  so  that 
fewer  men  can  hold  the  trenches  than  if  they  were  not  so  encamped. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  August  23,  1864. 
Lieutenant  DAVENPORT, 

General  Butler's  Staff: 

Prisoners  from  Hoke,  Johnson,  Heth,  and  Mahone's  divisions  yester 
day,  and  deserters  this  morning  from  Finegan's  brigade,  agree  that  on 
Sunday  night  the  troops  in  front  of  General  Warren  fell  back  to  their 
old  positions  in  the  trenches.  They  admit  that  everything  they  dared 
spare  was  taken  from  the  lines  to  drive  us  oft'  the  Weldon  railroad. 
They  admit  the  completeness  of  their  repulse,  and  there  are  evidences 
that  their  loss  must  have  been  very  considerable.  General  Sanders 
was  killed  on  Sunday.  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  shot  through  the  lungs; 
since  reported  dead.  General  Clingman  lost  a  leg,  and  reported  mor 
tally  wounded.  Have  you  anything  on  the  foregoing  points,  or  to  show 
the  enemy's  position  yesterday  and  to-day  along  your  entire  line? 

SHARP  E. 

Colonel. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  BUREAU  OF  INFORMATION, 

In  the  Field,  August  23,  1864. 

Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point : 

Deserters  report  all  of  Field's  division,  save  Benning's  brigade,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  James.  They  think  that  brigade  has  gone  to 
Petersburg.  Pickett  is  in  our  front  entire.  There  appears  some  reason 
for  believing  that  all  of  Wilcox's  division  has  gone  to  Petersburg, 
although  about  one  or  two  brigades  there  is  some  conflict  of  statements. 

JOHN  L  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  96.  (  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  August  23,  1864. 

The  following-  is  promulgated  for  the  information  of  this  command: 

STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four. 
Resolved  bt/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  conrened : 
That  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  are  hereby  presented  to 
Brig.  Gen.  Oilman  Marston  for  the  patriotic  devotion  and  conspicuous  gallantry  by 
which  he  has  won  for  himself  imperishable  fame,  and  reflected  honor  upon  the  State 
of  his  nativity. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolu 
tions  to  Brigadier-General  Marston,  and  a  like  copy  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
each  regiment  of  New  Hampshire  volunteers  in  the  field,  to  be  read  at  the  head  of 
their  respective  commands. 

WILLIAM  E.  CHANDLEK, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
CHARLES  II.  BELL, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
JOSEPH  A.  GILMORE, 

Governor, 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler: 

E.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Will  you  ride  over  with  me  to  meet  General  Ord  and  consult  with 
him  about  relieving  the  Eighteenth  Corps  with  a  portion  of  the  Tenth? 
We  will  leave  my  headquarters  at  3.30  p.  m. 

B.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Comma  n  ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  transmit  herewith  rebel  colors  taken  by  the  forces 
under  your  command  the  IGth  instant,  that  the  same  may  be  for 
warded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  through 
the  department  commander.  I  have  also  requested  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dent,  aide-de-camp,  to  turn  over  to  you  the  three  colors  captured  by 
your  command  on  that  date,  and  delivered  to  him  by  me  the  same  day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  104.  ]  In  the  Field,  August  23,  1864. 

******* 

4.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  all  detach 
ments  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery  now  doing  duty  on  General 
Turner's  line  are  hereby  relieved,  and  will  report  to-day  to  Brig.  Gen. 
C.  K.  Graham,  commanding  Naval  Brigade. 
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8.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Foster,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Divis 
ion,  is  hereby  temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second 
Division   during  the   absence  of  Brigadier-General  Turner,     lie  will 
turn  over  his  brigade  to  the  next  senior  officer. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- (lencral. 


HEADQUARTERS    EIGHTEENTH   ARMY   CORPS, 

Aiiyust  23,  180-1 — IX. 30  a.  in. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Rtaff: 

Xo  lights  reported  in  my  front.  Signal  rockets  seen  early  in  the 
evening,  but  not  reported  since.  Deserters  just  in  report  no  change 
where  they  have  been  since  yesterday  morning. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864 — 5  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  is  just  received: 

ITKADQI'AIITKRS    FlHST    DIVISION',   EIGHTEENTH    CORPS, 

August  23,  1SG4. 
Maj.  THEO.  READ, 

An8i*tant  Adjutant-General,  Eighteenth  Cwpx  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  officer  commanding  the  picketn  reports  that  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy  are  moving  toward  the  left  of  the  line. 
Very  respectfully,  . 

J.  B.  CARR, 
Rrigadier-General. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1804 — G.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  my  little  reserves  under  arms  since  daylight,  and  three  bat 
teries  harnessed  in  my  rear.     Shall  I  let  them  return  to  campf 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  23,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 
Yes;  let  them  retnrn  to  camp. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  23,  1864—12.40  o'clock. 

Will  General  Ord   meet  General  Birney  and  myself  at  his  Lead- 
quarters  at  5  p.  in.f     We  will  endeavor  to  be  punctual. 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23.  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 

I  will  be  at  General  Birney's  headquarters  at  o  o'clock,  as  you  re 
quest. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23<  1864. 

General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Butler  sent  for  me  to  meet  him  at  General  Birney's  a*  5  p.  m., 
and  I  am  about  leaving.  General  Carr  will  be  notified  if  anything 
occurs. 

.    E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  Division : 

GENERAL  :  General  Mott  thinks  that  some  move  is  going  on  in  his 
front.  As  it  is  possible  that  the  enemy  are  massing  for  an  attack  upon 
the  trenches  in  that  quarter  (Mott  is  next  to  our  "left)  you  will  have 
your  reserves  under  arms  at  daylight  this  morning.  Notify  your  di 
vision  to  be  on  the  alert.  Send  staff  officers  along  the  different  por 
tions  of  your  line  to  keep  you  informed  of  any  move  of  the  enemy,  and 
prepare  by  every  means  to  repel  an  attack. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Ord: 

S.  S.  SEWARD, 
Major  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  23,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw  one- 
fourth  of  the  men  in  trenches  to  give  them  rest.  This  in  addition  to  those 
already  out,  who  will  relieve  them  in  trenches  as  far  as  possible;  the 
whole  force  to  be  stretched  out  so  as  to  make  the  line  continuous  and 
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uniform.  The  execution  of  this  order  is  discretionary,  depending1  upon 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  if  any,  since  the  last  report  that  they  were 
moving  toward  their  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  resnect,  your^obedient  servant, 

S'.  S.  SEWARD. 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augwtt  23,  ISfi-l. 
Brig.  Gen.  -I.  1>.  C/ARR: 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  sav 
that  you  can  allow  your  reserves  to  go  into  camp,  keeping  them  ready 
for  any  call. 

Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


OFFICE  OF  ASSISTANT  PROVOST-MARSHAL, 

Onancock,  Va.,  August  ,?.?,  1804. 
Maj.  FRANK  J.  WHITE, 

Provost- Marshal,  Eastvillc,  Va.  : 

MAJOR:  Reliable  information  has  been  received  by  a  refugee  just 
from  Northumberland  County,  Va.,  that  five  small-class  vessels  are 
now  fitted  out,  with  about  300  men,  with  avowed  purpose  of  making  a 
raid  on  Tangier  and  Smith's  Islands  or  other  points  on  this  shore.  I 
would  ask  that  Lieutenant  Throckmorton,  with  his  sloop,  be  sent  back 
at  once  to  cruise  in  this  sound,  to  report  to  me  that  I  may  increase  his 
force. 

Respectfully, 

J.  W.  STRONG, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Anf/nst  21,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  25th.) 
Major-General  HALLEOK, 

Washington,  J).  (J.  : 

Yesterday  evening  the  enemy  engaged  our  cavalry  which  was  pro 
tecting  the  party  destroying  railroad  near  Reams'  Station.  General 
Gregg  was  about  one  mile  and  a  half  west  from  the  station  and  main 
tained  his  position,  the  fight  lasting  from  4.30  p.  m.  till  0  p.  m.  He 
reports  his  loss  at  seventy-five.  Earlier  in  the  afternoon  Colonel  Spear, 
commanding  brigade  of  Kautz's  cavalry,  had  a  sharp  engagement  with 
the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  Vaughan  road,  near  Reams'  Station,  and, 
notwithstanding  largely  superior  forces  against  him,  maintained  his 
ground,  inflicting  heavy  loss  on  the  enemy.  He  reports  over  180  of  the 
enemy's  dead  left  upon  the  field.  The  road  is  now  thoroughly  destroyed 
to  Reams' Station;  the  force  on  the  road  was  largely  re-enforced  last 
night,  and  will  push  on  the  work.  I  send  to-day  a  Richmond  paper  of 
the  23d,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  You  will  see  from  that  that 
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great  despondency  was  caused  by  the  last  affair  on  the  Weldon  road. 
In  Richmond  they  have  reports  of  five  generals  being  killed  in  that 
action,  but  the  death  of  but  two  of  them  (Sanders  and  Lainar)  is  posi 
tively  confirmed. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Anyutit  2i,  18(14 — *.1~>  «.  in. 
Lieutenant-Genera  1  GRANT : 

Late  last  night  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Gregg  reporting 
that  he  had  been  engaged  with  his  whole  cavalry  force  with  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Reams'  Station,  on 
the  Dinwiddie  Court- House  road.  General  Gregg  maintained  his 
ground,  the  light  lasting  from  4.30  p.  in.  till  9  p.  in.,  with  reported  casu 
alties  about  75.  Earlier  in  the  afternoon  Colonel  Spear,  commanding 
brigade,  Kautz's  division,  had  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry  on  the  Bond  [Vaughan  f ]  road,  also  in  the  vicinity  of  Reams' 
Station,  on  which  occasion,  notwithstanding  the  largely  superior  force 
of  the  enemy,  Colonel  Spear  held  his  ground,  inflicting  heavy  loss,  he 
reporting  over  180  of  the  enemy's  dead  on  the  field.  The  infantry  di 
vision  of  the  Second  Corps  had  reached  Reams'  Station,  thoroughly 
destroying  the  railroad  up  to  that  point.  It  will  be  joined  early  this 
morning  by  the  Second  Division,  when  General  Hancock  will  take 
charge  of  the  whole  command,  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  push  the 
work  of  destruction  as  far  as,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  practicable  and  ex 
pedient  to  go.  On  the  rest  of  the  lines  under  my  charge  all  was  quiet. 
Major-General  Ord  reports  the  desertion  to  the  enemy  of  a  man  who 
was  believed  to  have  been  collecting  information. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  24,  1864 — 10.50  a.  m. 
Maior-General  MEADE  : 

Richmond  papers  of  yesterday  show  great  despondency  over  the 
affair  on  the  Weldon  road,  and  report  five  generals  killed,  but  only  know 
positively  of  two  of  them,  Sanders  and  Lamar,  being  actually  dead. 
They  seem  to  be  unable  to  learn  anything  official  of  the  affair,  but  have 
to  depend  entirely  upon  citizens  going  from  Petersburg  to  Richmond  for 
information.  They  say,  however,  we  have  not  seen  the  end  of  that 
affair  yet. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864—11.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Deserters  and  prisoners  have  reported  the  wounding  of  the  following- 
named  Confederate  generals  in  Warren's  affair:  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  Cling- 
maii,  Sanders,  and  Harris.  If  to  these  is  added  Lamar,  reported  dead 


CHAP.  LIY.l  CORRESPONDENCE,   ETC. UNION.  443 

in  the  Richmond  papers,  it  would  just  make  live.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  enemy  suffered  severely  in  his  attacks  on  the  21st.  A  deserter  told 
me  his  brigade  (Kirkland's)  had  lost  300  men. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Auymt  24,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Following  telegram  forwarded  for  your  information: 

HKAlHU'AltTKKS    ElGHTKKNTII    CORPS. 

August  34,  1SG4. 
Major-General  MEADK  : 

The  following  additional   report   lias  just  been  received  from  Colonel  Roberts: 

"The  troops  reported  as  having  stacked  arms  in  line  opposite  my  brigade  front 
have  withdrawn  their  right  somewhat  to  seek  shelter  in  the  adjoining  woods  from 
the  shells  thrown  by  our  batteries.  There  are  two  stand  of  colors  visible  along  the 
stacks  and  the  men  are  building  lires,  sis  iT  preparing  their  meal." 

From  the  above  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  the  enemy  are  massing  in  my 
front  with  a  view  to  attack. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major -General. 

GEO.  (i.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  24,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  division  of  the  Tenth  Corps  was  yesterday  ordered  to  Ord's  sup 
port.  General  Grant  has  telegraphed  to  inquire  if  it  is  on  the  road 
and  to  hurry  it  up.  Tell  Mott  to  be  vigilant  and  have  any  reserve  he 
may  have  ready  to  co-operate  with  Ord.  In  case  of  an  attack  notify 
Ord. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  24,  1864 — noon. 

(Received  6.10  a.  m.  25th.) 
M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-  General : 

Cavalry  horses  are  needed  to  mount  dismounted  men.  I  will  inform 
you  shortly  how  many,  as  soon  as  Generals  Gregg  and  Kautz  can  be 
heard  from.  I  had  asked  for  oOO,  part  of  which  had  been  received. 
Please  cause  more  to  be  sent  at  once,  if  possible.  Both  these  generals 
are  doing  successful  fighting  on  the  Weldoii  road,  and  if  kept  well  sup 
plied  now  with  horses  may  be  able  soon  to  strike  the  Danville  road. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 

Quartermaster. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  plank  road 
station  : 

The  enemy  at  the  Weldon  railroad  occupy  the  same  position  they  did  yesterday  and 
the  day  before.  They  continue  to  work  upon  their  intrenchments  at  that  point.  A 
party  is  also  at  work  on  the  fort  or  large  redoubt  in  that  vicinity.  All  quiet  at 
other  points  in  the  enemy's  lines  visible  from  this  station. 

II.  W.  FULTON. 


forces  seen  south  of  the  lead-works,  according1  to  report  received 
yesterday  from  the  officer  at  the  Walthall  house,  are  the  same  referred 
to  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  (Old  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  21,  1864—11  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  9.40  a  column  of  cavalry  numbering  about  500  came  out  of  woods 
north  of  large  fort  on  Weldon  railroad,  passed  southward  on  the  east 
side  of  fort  and  took  a  southwesterly  direction,  disappearing-  in  woods. 
Enemy  working-  on  a  new  line  of  works  connecting  with  the  main  line 
works  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lead- works  and  extending  southward  on 
the  east  side  of  railroad,  apparently  to  connect  with  new  works  men 
tioned  in  former  reports. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  24,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  rebel  signal 
message  intercepted  by  the  officer  at  the  Jordan  house: 

IMPORTANT.] 
Colonel  BURNT: 

Colonel  Jordan  reports  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  on  our  right  in  his  front,  near 
Swift  Creek.  From  our  point  of  observation  we  have  just  seen  four  regiments  of 
infantry  pass  open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's  going  to  their  front  in  Chesterfield, 
Bermuda  Hundred  road.  Gun-boat  a  little  above  Point  of  Kocks.  Gun-boat  and 
steamer  just  gone  down  the  river. 

B., 
Sergeant  at  C. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Guyou  [Gwynn]  and  A.  B.) 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864 — 4.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  plank  road 
station : 

At  12m.  700  infantry,  with  puns  (muskets.  I  suppose)  and  knapsacks,  appeared  from 
the  woods  in  front  of  our  line,  moving  in  direction  of  Weldon  railroad,  and  disap 
peared  in  woods  near  large  fort  west  of  railroad.  A  fatigue  party  of  300  men,  with 
picks  and  shovels,  came  out  from  vicinity  of  lead-works  at  11.30  a.  in.,  moved 
southward  on  railroad,  and  joined  the  working  party  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of 
the  fort  near  the  railroad.  At  2.30  p.  m.  a  column  of  infantry,  numbering  between 
3,000  and  4,000  men,  appeared  from  the  woods,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort,  along  the 
Weldon  railroad  and  moved  southward  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad.  A  battery  of 
four  pieces  headed  the  column.  At  the  same  time  another  column  of  infantry,  num 
bering  about  3,000,  came  to  the  east  side  of  the  fort,  and  after  remaining  a  half 
hour  returned  in  the  same  direction  (westward)  from  which  they  came.  About 
forty  wagons  and  twenty-five  ambulances  moved  westward  on  the  same  road  in 
several  trains. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  21,  1804 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

During  the  last  hour  I  have  observed  in  an  open  space  southwest  from 
me,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  lead-works  in  Petersburg,  four  regi 
ments  of  infantry  moving  from  and  out  of  Petersburg  and  in  direction 
of  their  right.  Soon  after  saw  one  regiineut  in  same  open  space  moving 
from  their  right  and  into  Petersburg. 
Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

F.  FULLER, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—6.22  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL,:  The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  plank  road 
station : 

5.30-  P.  M. 

A  column  of  infantry,  consisting  of  four  regiments,  moved  toward  Petersburg  on 
Weldon  railroad  and  disappeared  from  our  view  near  the  lead-works.  A.coluum 
of  infantry,  extending  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length,  four  tiles  deep  and  well  closed 
up,  came  from  the  direction  of  Petersburg  on  road  west  of  Weldon  railroad,  passed 
on  the  east  Bide  of  the  fort — the  fort  about  a  mile  south  of  the  lead- works — and 
filed  westward,  disappearing  in  woods.  Fifteen  minutes  afterward  another  column, 
numbering  about  2,000,  came  [over]  the  same  road  from  Petersburg  and  followed 
road  running  southward  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad.  Sixty-six  wagons  and  seven 
teen  ambulances  preceded  the  first  column,  going  westward, 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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AUGUST  24,  1804—6.30  p.  ui. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER. 

Chief  Signal  Officer ,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  enemy  have  mounted  oue  gun  in  the  new  angle  of  four-gun  fort 
reported  last  night.  Everything  unusually  quiet  in  enemy's  lines  all 
day.  No  stir  of  account  among  trains. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2-1,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  learn  from  a  report  received  from  the  Walthall  house 
station  that  the  four  regiments  reported  by  the  plank  road  station  as 
going  toward  Petersburg,  after  passing  the  lead-works,  moved  out 
toward  their  lines  south  or  southeast  from  the  city;  one  regiment  into 
the  city  from  their  right. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SIGNAL  STATION, 
Near  W.  P.  -Davis7  House,  August  21,  186-1 — /'  p.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac : 
I  can  see  the  lead-works  from  the  station  that  I  established.     The 
enemy  are  engaged  upon  a  line  of  works  almost  south  of  lead-works, 
about  GOO  or  700  yards  therefrom,  and  running  from  thence  east  across 
the  railroad.    They  have  a  large  party  employed  upon  it. 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE, 

Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1861 — 7.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  plank  road 
station : 

At  6  p.  in.  a  heavy  column  of  infantry,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  appeared 
in  vicinity  of  lead-works,  coming  from  direction  of  Petersburg  on  road  west  of 
Weldon  railroad,  passed  east  of  large  fort,  and  continued  southward  on  line  of  Weldon 
railroad.  Twelve  ambulances,  ten  wagons,  and  two  carriages  followed  the  column. 
The  force  working  on  new  line  of  works  along  the  railroad  is  not  more  than  one- 
third  as  large  as  this  morning.  Two  batteries  of  artillery  accompanied  the  column. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     WAR  DEPT.,  AD.TT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  279.  [  Washington,  August  24,  1864. 

******* 

22.  Second  Lieut.  J.  A.  Kress,  Ordnance  Department,  is  hereby  re 
lieved  from  duty  at  Fort  Monroe  Arsenal,  and  will  report  in  person, 
without  delay,  to  Major-General  Butler,  commanding  Department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  to  relieve  First  Lieut.  A.  Mordecai,  Ord 
nance  Department. 

23.  Capt.  J.  M.  Linnard,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
is  assigned  to  duty  on  the  start'  of  Brig.  Gen.  Regis  de  Trobriaud,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 
and  will  immediately  report  in  person  to  General  De  Trobriand  for 
orders. 

24.  Col.    P.  P.  Pitkiu,    Quartermaster's   Department,   recently  ap 
pointed  chief  quartermaster  of  the  depot  at  City  Point,  Va.,  will  at 
once  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  report  by  letter  to  the 
Quartermaster-General  U.  S.  Army,  also  to  Brigadier-General  Ingalls, 
chief  quartermaster  of  the  armies  operating  before  Richmond. 

******* 

26.  Batteries  C  and  E,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  are  hereby  tempo 
rarily  consolidated.    Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  inspector  of  artillery, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

******* 

28.  Col.  R.  C.  Webster,  Quartermaster's  Department,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  at  New  Berne,  X.  C.,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay 
to  the  commanding    general   Department    of    Virginia    and    North 
Carolina,  to  relieve  Col.  Herman  Biggs  in  his  duties  as  chief  quarter 
master  of  that  department.     Colonel  Biggs  will  turn  over  to  Colonel 
Webster  all  public  property  and  funds  now  in  his  possession,  and  give 
him  all  instructions  pertaining  to  the  Department  of    Virginia  and 
North  Carolina. 

29.  On  being  relieved  from  his  duties  in  the  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  Col.  Herman  Biggs,  Quartermaster's  Department, 
will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  the  Quartermaster-General  U. 
S.  Army,  to  enter  upon  his  duties  as  inspector. 

******* 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  War  • 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  228.  J  August  24,  1864. 

******* 

2.  Leave  of  absence  is  granted  to  the  following-named  officer:  Brig. 
Gen.  Francis  C.  Barlow,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  for 
twenty  days,  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864 — 12.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  11.40  p.  m.  is  received.  The  commanding  general 
desires  me  to  say  that  the  instructions  to  General  Barlow  are  approved.* 
The  enemy  must  be  disposed  of  before  the  road  can  be  destroyed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
Aiigust  24,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m.     (Received  2.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  MEADE: 

General  Gibbon  is  occupying  the  intrenchments  here  and  General 
Miles  pushing  on  with  the  destruction  of  the  railroad.  His  left  is  about 
one  mile  and  a  quarter  beyond  the  station.  The  enemy  show  no  force, 
retiring  as  we  advance.  Their  cavalry,  which  was  here  in  heavy  force 
yesterday,  all  reported  to  have  retired  about  an  hour  since.  They  held, 
and  still  hold,  the  fork  of  the  Dinwiddie  and  Beams'  Station  road  and 
stage  road.  Their  vedettes  are  still  opposite  ours  on  this  road.  The 
cavalry  picket  from  here  over  to  Gary's  Church  on  the  plank  road. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

(Copy  to  General  Grant.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  road  is  destroyed  for  about  three  miles  and  a  half  beyond 
Reams'.  Rowanty  is  still  two  miles  or  so  beyond.  General  Miles' 
division  is  behind  the  intrenchments  here  to-night.  General  Gibbon's 
division  will  continue  the  work  to-morrow.  The  enemy's  cavalry  have 
been  very  quiet  to-day.  General  Gregg  tells  me  that  they  are  at  the  fork 
of  the  roads,  as  described  in  dispatch  of  this  a.  m.  My  men  are  much 
fatigued.  General  Miles  reports  his  men  as  tired  out.  They  have  not 
recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  their  late  marches.  General  Gibbon  will 
be  separated  some  three  or  four  miles  from  here  to-morrow.  He  can, 
however,  in  case  of  need,  fall  back  on  the  plank  road,  if  the  enemy- 
should  appear  in  force  on  some  of  the  roads  between  him  and  Reams'. 
A  negro,  who  came  in  to-day,  says  they  are  expecting  us  at  Dinwiddie 
Court-House,  and  their  cavalry  appear  to  be  watching  the  roads  in 
that  direction  principally. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

\. 

(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 

*See  Walker  to  Barlow,  L>3d,  10.30  p.  m.,  p.  430. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,.  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  Reams"  Station: 

Signal  officers  report  large  bodies  of  infantry  passing  south  from  their 
intrenchments  by  the  Halifax  aiid  Vaughau  roads.  They  are  probably 
destined  to  operate  against  General  Warren  or  yourself — most  probably 
against  your  operations.  The  commanding  general  cautious  you  to 
look  out  for  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  The  signal  oflicer  does  not  say  about 
how  many  men  he  observed,  nor  the  time.  If  the  enemy  have  sent  any 
considerable  force  to  operate  against  me.  I  do  not  care  about  separating 
my  force  so  far.  Rowanty  is  now  reported  by  citizens  to  be  eight  miles 
from  here. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Division,  Second  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  General  Ord  reports  that  a  body  of  5,000  of  the  enemy 
have  taken  up  a  position  in  rear  of  their  lines  opposite  his  left  division, 
and  he  apprehends  an  attack  to-day  or  to-night.  A  division  of  Tenth 
Corps  was  ordered  yesterday  to  his  support.  The  commanding  general 
desires  you  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  be  prepared  to  co-operate  with  Gen 
eral  Ord,  in  the  event  of  his  being  attacked,  with  any  reserved  force 
you  may  have. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 

The  troops  will  be  formed  in  the  rear  line  and  be  prepared  for  any 
movement  at  moment's  notice,  in  accordance  with  the  above.    Great 
vigilance  is  required. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

29   R   R — VOL   XLII,    PT    TI 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1S64 — 3.40  p.  m. 

Brigadier- General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Division,  Second  Corps : 

General  Ord  reports  that  the  troops  mentioned  in  his  previous  report 
(about  5,000  in  number,  who  threatened  his  front)  are  moving  into 
Petersburg,  apparently  on  the  return  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appo- 
mattox. 

A.  A.  HUMPHBEYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24 j  1864. 

The  order  for  the  movement  of  troops  is  hereby  countermanded. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 

Major-Genera  1  HUMPHREYS: 

From  our  advance  signal  station  we  can  see  the  lead-works,  and 
the  enemy's  line  of  defenses,  which  are  full  of  troops.  There  is  only  a 
picket-line  visible  outside.  At  W.  P.  Davis'  house  would  be  an  excel 
lent  position  to  place  a  redoubt.  Having  done  this  we  could  safely 
proceed  to  establish  our  lines  closer  Petersburg,  or  make  that  the  start 
ing  point  in  a  movement  on  the  Danville  road.  This  house  is  just  on 
the  line  which  divides  the  slope  toward  Petersburg  from  that  south 
ward. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  forward  you  the  following: 

SIGNAL  STATION, 
W.  P.  Davis'  House— 12.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

The  enemy  have  a  large  party  at  work  upon  a  line  about  600  yards  south  20  de 
grees  east  of  lead-works  and  extending  east  across  the  railroad.  No  other  move 
ment  visible. 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE. 
'  Signal  Officer, 

The  two  boys  confirm  this.  They  say  they  are  building  a  high  fort  in 
advance  of  the  town  and  are  afraid  we  will  shell  the  town  from  our 
advanced  position. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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[Indorsement.  ] 

AUGUST   24,  1864—2.45  p.  m. 
Forward  all  these  to  General  Meade  at  City  Point. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2-1,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

1  have  just  got  two  most  intelligent  boys,  jS"orthern  born,  about  four 
teen  years  old.  They  ran  out  of  Petersburg  yesterday.  They  saw- 
General  Lee  and  heard  him  say  to  General  Hill  and  other  officers  that 
he  would  get  us  out  of  here  by  Saturday  night.  These  boys  say  they 
are  now  wagoning  supplies  from  Stony  Creek  Station,  via  the  plank 
road,  to  Dinwiddie  Court  House;  thence  by  the  Stony  Creek  road,  and 
that  all  their  cavalry  are  out  in  that  direction.  The  road  along  the 
railroad  goes  into  Petersburg  at  Halifax  Creek;  next  west  conies  the 
Vaughan  road — they  live;  on  it  at  Flowers';  then  conies  the  Squirrel 
Level  road;  then  the  plank  road.  They  say  the  rumor  in  Petersburg 
yesterday  was  that  Early  was  coining  back.  They  also  say  there  was 
talk  that  they  might  charge  our  line  somewhere  east  of  the  Jerusalem 
road.  They  are  afraid  we  will  extend  around  and  get  the  other  road 
unless  Early  gets  back.  These  boys  are  so  intelligent  that  1  send  them 
nj)  to  headquarters.  They  say  the  people  of  Petersburg  are  much 
frightened;  that  General  Lee  told  a  boy  that  was  shut  in  the  town  like 
themselves,  and  was  crying,  that  he'd  have  us  out  of  here  by  last  Friday 
night. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Majo  r-  Gen  era  I. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  21,  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 

General  GRANT: 

I  forward  the  above.  1  think  General  Lee  meant  last  Saturday,  when 
he  tried  and  could  not  get  us  away.  1  hope  he  will  try  again.  Ord 
seems  to  think  now  he  will  not  be  attacked. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC, 
"  August  21,  1864 — 1.25  p.  m. 

Major-General  \VARREN  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  proceed  at  once  to  the 
erection  of  a  redoubt  at  the  point  indicated  in  your  dispatch  to-day. 
Major  Duane  is  directed  to  send  an  engineer  officer  and  some  engineer 
troops  to  report  to  you  for  the;  purpose. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  sent  out  Major  Roebling  to  lay  oft'  the  redoubt,  but  upon 
investigation  I  find  that  it  will  be  difficult  for  me  to  work  on  it  to-night. 
My  men  are  all  at  work  draining',  building  batteries,  and  repairing 
roads  that  1  have  tools  for.  I  can  afford  protection  to  any  other  work 
ing  party,  however.  The  value  of  this  ground  demands  prompt  atten 
tion,  and  I  am  having  it  done  as  fast  as  possible. 

G.  K.  WARREX. 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major- General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

Major  Duane  is  ordered  to  send  out  intrenching  tools  for  the  redoubt, 
&e.  General  Parke  will  furnish  some  working  party  if  he  can  well  do 
so.  upon  your  notifying  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  2-1,  1864 — 0  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

1  have  received  your  report  of  the  signal  oflicer.*  This  force  may  be 
only  working  parties  going  out.  All  the  prisoners  I  sent  you  to-day 
say  they  are  working  on  new  line  all  along.  1  feel  certain  if  they  have 
gone  out  it  is  to  interfere  with  General  Hancock.  They  cannot  do 
anything  with  me  here. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

[August  24,  1864\—0,10  p.  in. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  columns  were  too  strong  for  working  parties,  probably  8,000  or 
10,000  strong.     More  probably  after  Hancock  than  after  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864—9.20  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

My  signal  oflicer  has  a  good  station  to  see  about  the  lead-works, 
but,  unfortunately,  he  left  there  about  5  p.  in.     Up  to  that  time  he  had 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Hancock,  8.20  p.  m.,  p.  449. 
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seen  nothing;  but  working  parties.  It  seems  to  me  singular  if  they 
designed  to  attack  any  one  that  they  should  have  started  out  at  that 
hour,  as  they  could  not  get  far  before  dark,  and  might  as  well  have 
waited  for  that  to  cover  their  movements.  It  looks  like  a  feint,  if 
anything,  to  me. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.  )        HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  207.  i  August  24,  1804. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Bragg's    brigade,   Fourth  Division,  is  tempo 
rarily  assigned  to  the  Third  Division,  Brigadier- General  Crawford  com 
manding.     General  Bragg  will  break  up  his  present  camp  early  to-mor 
row  morning  and  remove  to  the  camp  of  the  Third  Division. 

II.  Colonel  Ilofmann's  brigade.  Fourth  Division,  is  assigned  tempo 
rarily  to  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Ayres  commanding. 

III.  The  headquarters  staff  and  provost  guard  of  the  Fourth  Division 
will  report  to  corps  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistan  t  A  d jut  ant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  2ij  1864. 
Col.  C.  S.  WAINWRIGHT, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade  : 

COLONP;L:  The  inclosed  telegram*  is  sent  you  for  your  information. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  battery  at  day 
break  to-morrow  morning  down  to  the  left  near  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  battery  to  be  sent  will  be  taken  from  one  of  those  near 
these  headquarters. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2i,  1SG4. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  A  dju  tant-  Genera  I : 

COLONEL:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  one  officer  and  eighth-five 
men  of  the  enemy's  dead  have  been  buried  in  my  front.  No  Hags  were 
captured.  This  is  exclusive  of  those  buried  on  the  front  of  the  Fourth 
Division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Warren,  8.20  p.  m.,  p.  149. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  186-1.     (Received  9.20  p.  ni.) 
Brigadier-General  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  inclosed  telegram*  is  sent  yon  for  your  information. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  your  command 
under  arms  at  daybreak  prepared  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  General 
Griffin,  facing  south. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]       HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  24,  180-1 — 10.15  p.  m. 

Brigade  commanders  will  have  their  commands  under  arms  at  day 
break.     The  men  will  be  aroused  at  3  a.  m.  without  noise  and  get  their 
breakfast.     At  daybreak  the  command  will  be  prepared  to  take  position 
on  the  left  of  General  Griffin,  facing  south. 
By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]       HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864. 

Battery  commanders  will  have  their  batteries  in  readiness  to  move  at 
daybreak  to-morrow  morning,  and  wait  further  orders  from  these  head 
quarters. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTE  ITU, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  186  i — 11  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  BRAGG: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  in  case  it 
becomes  necessary  you  will  receive  and  obey  orders  from  Brigadier- 
General  Crawford  from  your  present  position,  as  General  Crawford  may 
find  it  necessary  to  send  orders  to  you  before  you  can  change  your 
camp. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864—5.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  TAETCE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

General  Warren  is  directed  to  commence  to-night  the  construction  of 
a  redoubt  at  P.  W.  Jones',  his  most  advance  point  on  the  Weldon  rail- 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Warrou,  8.20  p.  m.,  p.  449. 
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road,  and  an  engineer  officer  with  some  engineer  troops  lias  been 
ordered  to  report  to  him.  If  he  should  ask  ibr  aid  from  you  in  the 
work,  please  furnish  it  if  you  can  well  do  so. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864 — (>  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHRIES,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Dispatch  of  5.20  received.  Will  be  happy  to  furnish 
General  Warren  all  the  aid  in  our  power.  Major  Biddle  inspected  my 
line  to-day.  Will  report  the  condition.  Am  having  the  slashing  ex 
tended  to  the  front.  -  I  ordered  the  roads  in  front  of  picket-line  block 
aded.  Hope  to  have  a  summary  of  my  line  made  to-morrow. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

CHIEF  QUARTERMASTER'S  OFFICE, 

August  21,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG-,  Commana'mg  Cavalry: 

GENERAL:  General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  a  dispatch 
from  General  Humphreys  that  signal  officers  report  large  bodies  of  in 
fantry  moving  south  from  Petersburg  on  the  Vaughan  and  Halifax 
roads,  and  General  Humphreys  expresses  his  opinion  that  they  are  for 
operation  against  us.  General  Warren,  however,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
they  are  working  parties  on  a  new  line  the  enemy  are  known  to  be 
building.  The  general  would  like  you  to  see  how  strongly  the  enemy 
hold  the  Vaughan  road  at  daylight  to-morrow,  sending  a  squadron  up 
the  road  as  far  as  practicable. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,   August  24,  1864 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  BFTLER,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Has  a  division  of  the  Tenth  Corps  started  yet  to  replace  the  Eight 
eenth  f  General  Ord  has  just  asked  Meade  for  any  spare  troops  he  may 
have,  stating  that  there  are  indications  of  an  attack,  and  that  a  number 
of  deserters  having  gone  over  to  the  enemy  last  night,  who  may  have 
given  information  of  his  weakness,  makes  him  fear  the  result.  If  a 
division  of  Birney's  has  not  gone,  how  long  will  it  take  to  get  one 
there? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  24,  1864 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT,  Commanding,  itc.,  City  Point  : 

General  Ord  telegraphs  me  that  his  lookouts  inform  him  that  large 
bodies  of  troops,  supposed  to  be  5,000,  are  concentrating  in  front  of  his 
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lines,  and  asking-  for  one  division  of  General  Birney's  command,  which 
I  have  ordered,  he  fearing  attack  either  to-day  or  to-night.  Deserters 
say  that  Mahone's  division  was  relieved  by  Pickett's,  which  was  cut  up 
in  the  fight  of  Sunday.  The  fact  that  Mahone's  division  was  in  the 
tight  appears  in  to-day's  Examiner,  which  I  have  sent  you.  That  there 
has  been  some  change  in  my  front  between  the  James  and  Appotnattox 
would  appear  from  the  fact  that  for  the  first  time  in  many  weeks 
picket-tiring  was  started  on  our  left  near  Port  Walthall. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  21,  1861 — 2.06  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

Order  was  sent  this  morning  for  one  division  to  move,  and  I  suppose 
it  is  en  route.     I  will  hurry  it  along. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


SPRING  HILL,  August  21,  1864—7.30  a.  m. 
Captain  NORTON, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

A  train  of  ten  cars,  partly  loaded  with  troops,  just  passed  the  Junction 
toward  Petersburg.  - 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  /Signal  Officer. 


SPRING  HILL,  August  24,  1864. 
Captain  NORTON: 

All  quiet  on  our  picket-line  now.     A  large  addition  to  our  picket 
arrived  just  now. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  TIIE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  21*  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  rebel  signal  dispatch  was  intercepted  by 
the  officer  on  Mills'  house  station : 

ARCHER'S  HOUSE,  August  24.  1SG4 — l.SO  p.  m. 
Colonel  B., 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Petersburg  : 

Colonel  Jordan  reports  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  on  our  right  (in  his  front)  near 
Swift  Creek.  From  our  present  observations  we  have  just  seen  three  regiments  pass 
an  open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's,  going  to  their  front  in  Chesterlield. 

R., 
Sergeant  at  C. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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[Indorsement.] 

General  ORD: 

This  intercepted  rebel  dispatch  may  relieve  you  from  apprehension 
of  attack. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  2-i,  18G4. 

Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  incidentally  heard  that  the  Tenth  Corps  moves  this 
p.  m.  to  relieve  the  Eighteenth.  If  this  is  so,  and  the  Eighteenth  coines 
here,  will  you  please  inform  me,  as  I  shall  have  to  make  some  arrange 
ments  in  regard  to  keeping  up  the  communication  with  the  James  River 
after  the  Tenth  Corps  has  taken  its  signal  officers  away. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  SSiynal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  232.  j  August  24,  1SG4. 

******* 

IV.  Major-General  Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Corps,  will  with  his 
corps  relieve  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  under  command  of  Major-General 
Ord,  from  duty  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  this  army.  Major-General 
Ord,  upon  being  relieved  by  the  troops  under  General  Biruey,  will 
occupy  the  north  side  of  the  .James  with  his  brigade  of  negro  troops  at 
Deep  Bottom.  With  Ames'  division  he  will  occupy  the  intrenched  line- 
between  the  Appomattox  and  the  James.  He  will  encamp  at  Spring 
Hill,  the  division  under  Brigadier-General  Carr  as  a  reserve.  If  Gen 
erals  Birney  and  Ord  will  consult  together  and  make  such  movements 
of  their  troops  as  will  allow  this  change  without  attracting  the  notice 
of  the  enemy,  save  that  there  is  no  objection  that  the  enemy  shall  see 
the  troops  of  the  Tenth  Corps  marching  to  the  left;  the  movement  of 
the  Eighteenth  Corps  to  the  right  it  would  be  better  to  conceal.  The 
light  artillery  along  the  two  lines  will  be  quietly  changed  by  detach 
ments,  so  as  to  attract  no  notice  and  be  all  the  time  in  a  state  of  effi 
ciency.  So  much  of  the  artillery  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  as  will  re 
place  that  which  is  Jiow  serving  with  the  Eighteenth  Corps  from  the 
Tenth  Corps  will  be  left  on  the  line  on  the  left,  so  as  to  preserve  there 
the  necessary  number  of  guns.  Further  orders  to  arrange  details,  if 
necessary,  will  be  issued  as  the  movements  progress. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  24,  1864—11  a.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 
The  following- has  just  been  received  by  signal  from  Spring  Hill: 

There  is  a  little  firing  between  onrs  and  the  enemy's  pickets  opposite  this  station 
in  piece  of  woods  on  left  of  line. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 
August  2-1,  1864 — 1  p.  m.     (Received  1.0-4  p.  in.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Please  march  at  once  a  division  to  General  Ord.     He  informs  me 
that  the  enemy  are  massing  troops  in  liis  front  as  if  to  make  an  attack. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864.     (Received  1.28  p.  m.) 

Maj.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I : 

Deserters  in  to-day  say  that  Pickett's  division  has  been  ordered  to 
relieve  Malione's,  which  is  badly  cut  up  from  Sunday's  fight. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- Genera  I. 


[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  sent  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


B.  F.  B. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  24,  1864.     (Received  2.05  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Push  at  once  all  the  troops  you  can  to  place  of  Eighteenth  Corps. 
General  Ord  has  started  one  division  and  says  there  is  indication  of 
an  attack.  Don't  mind  the  division  at  Deep  Bottom. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864 — 5.15  p.  m. 
Captain  NORTON: 

Lieutenant  Ireland  reports  a  column  of  infantry,  from  four  to  five 
regiments,  moving  to  our  left  across  the  meadow  opposite  the  Crow's 
Nest. 

C.  F.  CROSS, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps. 


CHAP.  LIY.l  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  459 

AUGUST  24,  1864. 
Colonel  McGiLVERY, 

Tenth  Corps: 

Please  start  your  batteries  as  soon  as  you  can.     Our  batteries  are 
now  all  in  position;  none  in  reserve.     Let  me  know  when  they  start. 

A.  PIPER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  |  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  27.  J  In  the  Field,  near  Hatcher^,  Va.,Anywtt;>i,  1864. 

The  Third  Xew  Hampshire  Volunteers  having  been  left  by  the  death 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Plimpton,  killed  in  action  at  Fussell's  Mill, 
without  afield  officer  present,  Maj.  J nines F.  Randlett  of  that  regiment 
is,  at  his  own  request,  relieved  from  duty  as  provost- marshal  at  these 
headquarters  and  will  report  for  duty  with  his  regiment. 

II.  Capt.  J.  E.  Sweet,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de 
camp,  is  hereby  announced  as  provost  marshal  at  these  headquarters. 
Major  Randlett  will  turn  over  to  him  all  orders  and  instructions  relative 
to  the  duties  of  the  office. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  Terry,  commanding  First  Division,  will  proceed 
with  his  command  at  once  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  Eighteenth 
Corps  before  Petersburg,  and  report  to  Major-General  Ord.  Brigadier- 
General  Foster,  commanding  Seeoirl  Division,  will  relieve  the  troops 
of  the  First  Division  on  the  line. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Colored  Brigade  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  assume  command  of 
the  colored  troops  encamped  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  signal  tower, 
and  take  them  with  you  when  you  move.     They  will  constitute  a  brigade 
under  your  command.     There  are  several  regiments  iu  that  vicinity. 
Respectfully. 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assista n t  A djutan t-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS.]      HDQRS.  3D  BRIG.,  IST  Div.,  KJTH  A.  C., 

Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  August  24,  1864. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  from  corps  headquarters  the  brigadier- general 
commanding  is  temporarily  relieved  from  command  of  this  brigade  and 
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ordered  to  another  field  of  duty.  In  thus  taking  temporary  leave 
of  the  brigade  he  takes  pleasure  in  testifying-  to  your  uniform  valor 
and  good  conduct  and  to  the  many  gallant  acts  performed  by  you  while 
it  was  his  good  fortune  to  command  you.  With  many  kind  and  sincere 
wishes  for  your  future  successes  the  general  bids  you  a  temporary  good 

by- 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \     HDQRS.  3D  BRIG.,  IST  l)iv.,  IOTH  A.  C., 

No.  25.  j  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  August  21,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster  having  been  temporarily  assigned  to  command 
the  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps. 

H.  M.  PLAISTED, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Maine    Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2-1,  1864. 

Commanding  officers  will  hold  their  commands  ready  to  change  camp 
at  short  notice. 
By  order  of  Major-deneral  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(To  division  commanders.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  X\RMY.  CORPS, 

Near  Hatcher's,   Va.,  August  24,  1864. 
Col.  N.  M.  CURTIS, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  Colonel  Coan  will  take  position  in  the  line  near  Battery 
No.  1,  prolonging  his  line  toward  Battery  No.  ;3.  The  general  com 
manding  directs  that  you  bivouac  your  troops  in  the  intrench inents 
on  the  left  of  Colonel  Coau  in  prolongation  of  his  line.  This  movement 
will  not  be  made  until  dusk.  Your  command  will  be  held  in  readiness 
to  man  the  breast- works  in  case  of  an  attack  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  EDDY,  JR., 
Maj.  Forty-seventh  Neic  York  Voh,,  Actg.  Asst.  Insp.  Gen., 

and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  24,  1864. 
Col.  N.  M.  CURTIS: 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
your  command  to  the  position  on  the  line  of  intrenchments  before  desig 
nated  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  EDDY,  JR., 
Maj.  Forty-seventh  New  York  Vols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Insp.  Gen., 

and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Rear  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  2±,  1S6-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  COAN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigaae: 

COLONEL  :  By  direction  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  you 
will  bivouac  your  command  in  the  intrenehments,  your  right  resting  in 
rear  of  Battery  No.  1.  Tins  movement  will  not  be  made  until  dusk. 
The  command,  however,  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  posi 
tion  in  case  of  an  assault  by  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  EDDY,  JR., 
Maj.  Forty-seventh  New   York  To/6-.,  Actg.  Aunt.  Inap.  Gen.. 

and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Scar  Hatcher's,   \'(t.,  August  ~;/,  1864. 
Col.  F.  A.  OSBORN, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  By  direction  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  you 
will  please  detail  at  once  100  men  to  relieve  the  garrison  of  the  redoubt 
in  front  of  Battery  No.  1,  100  men  for  the  redoubt  in  front  of  Battery 
No.  3,  and  30  men  for  the  redoubt  in  front  of  Battery  No.  G. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EDWAKD  EDDY,  JR., 
Maj.  Forty-seventh  New  York  Voh.,  Actg.  Asst.  Inxp.  Gen., 

and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2-1,  1SG-1 — 11  .-10  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  etc.  : 
The  following  has  just  been  received: 

HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTKKNTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1SC-1 — 9,45  a.  m. 
Capt.  J.  .Toiixsox, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  First  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  lookout  from  our  brigade  reports 
the  enemy  as  having  re-enforced  their  line  in  front  of  our  brigade.  A  number  of 
troops,  estimated  by  the  lookout  as  a  brigade,  have  stacked  arms  and  laid  down  in 
rear  of  their  front  line,  and  one  company  double-quicked  to  the  pits,  which  they 
entered  about  in  front  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  the  third  regiment  from 
the  right  of  our  brigade.  This  force  is  thought  to  be  a  part  of  the  troops  reported  a 
short  time  since,  this  morning,  as  moving  from  Cemetery  Hill  toward  Petersburg. 
The  left  of  this  line  of  stacks  is  about  opposite  the  right  of  our  brigade,  and  the 
right  extends  off  toward  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

S.  H.  ROBERTS, 
Colonel  139th  New  York,  Commanding  Brigade. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  186-1—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Major-General  Meade  telegraphs  that  a  division  of  the  Tenth  Corps 
was  yesterday  ordered  to  your  support  and  will  be  hurried  up.  Gen 
eral  Mott  will  co-operate  with  you  as  far  as  possible  in  the  event  of 
your  being  attacked. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  MEADE  : 

The  following'  additional  report  has  just  been  received  from  Colonel 
Eoberts : 

The  troops  reported  as  having  stacked  arms  in  line  opposite  my  brigade  front 
have  withdrawn  their  right  somewhat  to  seek  ^shelter  in  the  adjoining  woods  from 
the  shells  thrown  by  our  batteries.  There  arc  two  stand  of  colors  visible  along  Ihe 
stacks  and  the  men  are  building  tires  as  if  preparing  their  meal. 

From  the  above  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  the  enemy  are 
massing  in  my  front  with  a  view  to  attack. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 

(Forwarded  to  Lieutenaut-General  Grant.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  24,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major- General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

At  what  time  will  your  second  line  probably  be  ready  for  occupation 
by  your  troops ! 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1864 — 5.40  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

If  you  mean  by  my  second  line  the  redoubts  in  my  front,  they  will 
not  be  finished  in  four  days'  hard  work,  400  men  day  and  nig-ht. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

Augus}  24,  1864 — 12  m. 
.General  BUTLER: 

If  you  can  send  nie  a  division,  or  a  brigade  at  least,  of  General  Bir- 
ney's  command  it  will  be  very  acceptable.     I  have  just  learned  from 
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lookouts  tluit  the  rebels  have  i)laced  about  5,000  men  on  a  certain  part 
of  ray  front  which  is  weak  and  vulnerable,  and  as  the  rebels  have  had 
intelligent  deserters  from  my  line  with  detailed  information  of  its  weak 
condition  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  I  apprehend  from  this  move 
of  theirs  an  assault  may  be  made  by  them  to-day  or  to-night. 

^E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2i,  18G-L     (Received  1LM5  p.  m.) 

General  BUTLER: 

An  oilicer  from  General  Birney  is  here  and  says  that  General  Biriiey 
is  awaiting  orders.     1  have  none  to  give.     Has  any  been  sent. 

E^.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  2-1,  1S61 — 1  p.  m.     (Received  1.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  ORD: 

Your  order  and  that  of  General  Birney  went  at  11  o'clock  to  both  of 
yout  Have  you  received  it  ?  1  have  ordered  Biriiey  to  send  you  a 
division  at  once. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  AR3IY  CORPS, 

August  ~>1,  1M4.     (Received  4  p.  m.) 

Major  DAVIS: 

Telegrams  relating  to  General  Birney's  move  and  Colonel  Howard 
received.  All  right.  From  further  information  I  think  the  enemy  are 
simply  replacing  reserves  in  my  front.  Will  General  Birney's  division 
get  here  in  time  to  have  one  of  mine  relieved  and  cross  the  Appomattox 
to-night?  I  have  received  no  word  from  him  as  to  his  movements. 

ORD, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  24,  1861. 

Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Will  you  have  enough  men  here  to-night  to  relieve  a  division  of 
Ii.800  men:  if  so.  what  time  may  I  expect  them? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- Gcnerkl. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  2-1,  1864 — 4.20  p.  m.     (Eeceived  4.23  p.  m.) 

General  ORD, 

Eighteenth  Corps : 

General  Terry  has  marched  with  his  division  to  report  to  you;  should 
reach  you  by  dusk.  Directly  one  division  of  yours  reaches  me  will 
relieve  my  command  and  march  over. 

D.  13.  BIKNEY, 

Major-  (General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  21,  1864. 
General  CARR. 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  report  just  received  of  the  brigade  (rebel)  forming 
in  rear  of  our  Third  Brigade  rather  indicates  a  re-enforcement,  and 
perhaps  attempt  to  assault.  Please  have  a  reserve  called  from  your 
trenches  at  once — if  it  can  be  done  secretly  all  the  better — and  send 
them  to  the  Hare  house  redoubt,  and  as  re-enforcement  to  the  point 
threatened.  Send  a  detail  to  the  Hare  house  redoubt  of  150  men  to 
finish  some  embrasures  there  under  direction  of  Major  Walker.  Send 
the  detail  at  once.  Major  Walker  or  some  one  to  represent  him  will 
be  there. 

Yours,  &c., 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


AUGUST  L'4,  1804 — 8.40  p.  m. 
Colonel  PIPER, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Worth  with  your  orderly  to  Captain  TTarn 
with  orders  that  if  there  are  three  disposable  batteries  to  send  one  to 
relieve  Angel.  So  much  depends  on  the  artillery  now  that  it  will  not 
do  to  strip  ourselves  of  it  entirely.  Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  the 
Tenth  Corps  batteries  arrive.  They  should  be  hurried  up  so  as  to  be 
here  as  early  as  possible  to-morrow. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 
Near  Prince  George  Court-House,  Va.,  August  24,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL:  General  Gregg  notified  me  two  days  since  that  he  had 
directed  the  regiments  of  my  command  under  Colonel  Spear  to  report 
J ,o  me  here.  Yesterday  Colonel  Spear  reported  by  letter  that  he  had 
been  directed  by  General  Meade  to  report. to  General  Gregg.  Know 
ing  that  General  Gregg  considers  his  cavalry  force  sufficient,  1  suspect 
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that  the  order  was  given  to  Colonel  Spear  at  his  own  request.  If  so,  I 
question  very  much  whether  the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  pro 
moted  by  detaching  him  from  his  division  on  his  own  suggestion,  as  his 
judgment  cannot  be  compared  with  his  merits  as  an  individual  soldier. 
I  respectfully  request  that  the  necessity  of  the  case  be  submitted  to 
General  Gregg.  At  the  same  time  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  report  that 
there  are  two  large  gaps  in  the  line  between  the  Jerusalem  road  and 
the  James  River — one  on  the  left  and  the  other  on  the  right  of  Mount 
Sinai  Church,  my  command  being  insufficient  at  present. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  TIIE  POTOMAC, 

August  2-1,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Division  Cavalry  : 

Your  dispatch  of  9  a.  m.  is  received.  The  commanding  general 
requests  me  to  say  that  you  misapprehend  the  circumstances  under 
which  Colonel  Spear's  command  was  retained  on  the  Weldon  railroad. 
The  commanding  general  gave  the  order  without  any  representation 
from  Colonel  Spear,  or  any  expression  of  opinion  by  him.  It  was  based 
upon  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  there  (two  divisions),  and  the 
active  operations  now  going  on  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  which  require 
all  the  force  that  can  be  rendered  available  without  excessive  weaken 
ing  of  important  points.  With  your  reduced  force  the  commanding 
general  expects  you  to  look  after  only  those  avenues  of  approach  that 
are  most  likely  to  be  used  by  the  enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  August  25.  1864. 
Hon.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

I  start  at  4  p.  m.  for  Fortress  Monroe.     Will  start  from  there    to 
return  to-morrow  night. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  25,  1864 — J  p.  m. 

(Received  7.15  a.  in.  1'Gth.) 
Hon.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

There  are  indications  of  the  enemy  attacking  us  this  evening  or  in 
the  morning.  I  shall  not  therefore  go  to  Fort  Monroe  as  I  telegraphed 
you  this  morning. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
30  B  K — VOL  XLII,  PT  II 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  25,  1864—11  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  G  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  (7.  : 

It  is  understood  in  Richmond  that  Fitz  Lee  hus  boon  ordered  back 
from  the  Valley  with  his  cavalry  division.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  the  rumor.  If  the  men  of  the  Second  Division  now  in  Wash 
ington  can  be  remounted  and  returned  here,  and  horses  sent  to  re 
mount  those  here  without  horses,  we  will  be  strong  enough  and  can 
render  their  cavalry  almost  useless. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  ten  ant-  Gen  era  I. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  £5,  1S64— 2.30 p.  m. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

Pickett's  and  Field's  divisions  are  here.  You  can  say  this  to  General 
Sheridan,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  One  regiment  from  each 
of  the  four  brigades  of  Pickett's  division  were  detached  a  couple  of  weeks 
ago,  and  for  some  time  I  did  not  know  but  that  they  had  gone  to  the 
Valley.  These  regiments  are  now  back. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  tena  n  t-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  25,  1864. — x.30  p.  m. 

(Received  7  a.  in.  20th.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

Up  to  the  last  accounts  this  afternoon  from  General  Hancock,  who  is 
south  of  Reams'  Station,  he  had  been  attacked  several  times  to-day,  but 
had  repulsed  every  assault.  Since  the  last  dispatch  very  heavy  and 
continuous  artillery  tiring  has  been  heard  in  that  direction,  continuing 
until  dark.  When  i  hear  from  there  will  telegraph  you  again. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  £5,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Everything  is  apparently  quiet  this  morning.  Last  evening  the  sig 
nal  officers  reported  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  moving  along  the  Wei- 
don  railroad  near  the  lead-works,  going  southwardly,  and  this  morn 
ing  they  report  the  disappearance  during  the  night  of  camps  from  our 
front.  This  intelligence  has  been  communicated  to  Generals  Warren 
and  Hancock,  and  the  latter  instructed  to  move  with  caution  and  be  on 
the  alert,  and  in  case  he  finds  the  enemy  interposing  between  himself 
and  Warren  to  return  and  rejoin  the  army.  The  last  dispatch  from 
Hancock  is  6  a.  m.,  in  which  he  reports  that  in  consequence  of  the  above 
intelligence  he  has  this  morning  ceased  work  on  the  railroad  till  he  can 
satisfy  himself  the  road  is  clear  of  the  enemy  and  his  rear  unthreatened. 
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The  road  has  been  thoroughly  destroyed  some  three  miles  beyond 
Reams'  Station,  and  within  two  miles  of  Kowanty  Creek.  If*  it  is  de 
termined  to  maintain  a  permanent  lodgment  on  the  Weldon  road,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  erect  some  redoubts  and  in  other  ways  strengthen 
the  position  and  our  lines.  If  the  lines  from  the  plank  road  to  the  Ap- 
pomattox  can  be  made  secure  I  see  no  difficulty  in  holding  the  Weldon 
road  with  the  Fifth,  Ninth,  and  part  of  the  {Second  Corps,  and  perhaps 
extending  beyond  to  the  Lyuchburg  road.  I  do  not  deem  it  advisable, 
however,  to  commence  the  proposed  work,  involving  considerable  labor, 
unless  it  is  settled  the  position  is  to  be  maintained.  Is  it  intended  the 
Eighteenth  Corps,  on  being  relieved,  are  to  return  to  Bermuda  Hun 
dred,  or  will  any  portion  be  left  as  a  reserve  to  the  Tenth  Corps? 

GEO.  (1.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ~>5,  186-1. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  City  Point: 

General  Meade  has  just  gone  to  General  JJancock's  headquarters. 
The  force  of  cavalry  between  the  plank  road  and  James  lliver  is  still 
small.  The  cattle  should  not  return  yet  to  Coggins'  Point. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  August  25,  1861. 
General  MEADE: 

(Care  General  Hancock.) 

I  feel  too  unwell  to-day  to  get  to  the  front.  Think  I  will  take  a  boat 
this  evening  and  go  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  return  to-morrow  night. 
Would  it  not  be  safe  for  Hancock  to  pick  up  all  the  force  he  has  on  the 
railroad  and  make  one  day's  march  toward  Weldon  and  destroy  there 
a  few  miles  of  road,  and  return  by  a  road  farther  east  than  the  one  he 
goes  on  ? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1SU4 — 2  p.  m. 
Lieu  tenant-General  GRANT: 

Hancock  reports  the  enemy  passing  his  left  and  threatening  the 
plank  road  in  his  rear.  I  don't  think  he  can  destroy  much  more  of  the 
railroad  than  he  has  if  the  enemy  interrupt  him,  because  his  force  is 
so  small  that  he  must  keep  it  in  hand  to  meet  attacks  and  have  but 
small  working  parties.  Movements  reported  by  signal  officers  in  con 
nection  with  statements  of  deserters  in  this  morning  lead  to  the  con 
clusion  that  Lee  is  about  making  an  effort  to  get  us  away  from  the 
railroad.  This  will  take,  I  think,  the  form  of  passing  our  left  and 
threatening  our  rear  on  the  plank  road.  I  ain  making  preparations  to 
meet  this  contingency.  Should  Hancock  be  pressed  or  the  enemy 
interposed  between  him  and  Warren  I  shall  withdraw  him  to  the  plank 
road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  25,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

I  think  it  advisable  to  get  all  our  forces  back  on  the  line  we  now 
hold,  and  strengthen  it  well.  When  that  is  done  we  can  detach  15,000 
or  20,000  men,  and  start  them  early  in  the  morning  so  as  to  make  a 
march  of  twenty  miles,  and  destroy  the  road  that  distance.  We  may 
be  able  at  the  same  time  to  send  the  army  gun-boats  up  the  Chowan 
with  a  detachment  of  troops  to  destroy  the  triangle  of  roads  between 
the  Nottoway  and  Roauoke. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  186-1 — 3  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

I  send  a  dispatch*  just  received  from  Ilancock.  I  have  ordered 
Mott's  reserves  and  Willcox's  division,  Ninth  Corps,  down  the  plank 
road  to  the  branching  off  of  the  Beams'  Station  road  to  watch  Han 
cock's  rear,  and  move  up  to  his  support  if  necessary.  If  the  enemy 
will  only  attack  either  Hancock  or  Warren  we  are  all  right,  but  he  may 
bother  us  by  maneuvering  and  getting  between  the  two  forces. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Humphreys.) 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  25,  iSb'-l. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  <C'c.  : 

I  think  from  last  dispatches  received  from  General  Hancock  he  had 
better  be  instructed  to  fall  back  at  once  to  our  line. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  25,  186-1. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  and  forwarded  for  your  infor 
mation  : 

BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS — 4.05  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

The  following  rebel  dispatch  has  just  beeii  deciphered  by  our  signal  officer: 

"2.30  r.  M. 
"General  PICKETT: 

"Your  dispatch  of  date  2  p.  m.  received.  Bo  prepared  to  blow  up  yonr  mine  at  any 
time,  as  Iloke's  two  divisions  are  ordered  to  you.  Pontoon  bridge  across  Appoiuattox 
must  be  captured  as  soon  as  practicable. 

"G.  T.  BEAUREGARU, 

"  General.'' 
I  have  sent  copy  to  General  Ord. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER. 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff.    . 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


See  Hancock  to  Humphreys,  11. 40  a.  in.,  p.  482. 
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CITY  POINT,  August  25,  1864 — 0  p.  m. 
General  ME  ABE  : 

I  desire  to  hold  tlio  Weldon  railroad  as  long  as  possible.  Redoubts 
should  be  constructed  on  Warren's  left,  and  the  line  generally  strength 
ened.  It  is  not  intended  to  keep  any  more  troops  south  of  the  Appo- 
mattox  than  is  necessary  to  hold  the  line. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lien  tcna  nt- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  18(11 — 7.15  p.  m. 

General  GRANT  : 

Your  dispatch  of  0  p.  in.  just  received  on  my  return.  Do  you  mean 
to  hold  to  the  Weldon  railroad  or  to  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  or  the 
line  \ve  now  hold?  1  presume,  as  you  said  this  morning  to  build  the 
redoubts  on  the  railroad,  that  you  mean  the  line  now  held  by  Warren, 
but  to  prevent  misunderstanding  ask  for  explicit  instructions.  When 
I  left,  Hancock  had  repulsed  several  attacks  of  the  enemy;  "Willcox 
was  moving  up  to  his  support.  After  leaving  I  heard  rapid  and  con 
tinuous  artillery  firing,  which  is  now  going  on.  No  report  from 
Hancock,  lie  was  directed  to  withdraw  after  dark  as  he  could  not 
work  any  more  on  the  railroad  for  the  presence  of  the  enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  25,  1804. 

Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  <£•<•.  .- 

I  meant  by  my  dispatch  that  we  would  hold  our  present  line  to  and 
west  of  the  Weldon  railroad. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  25,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  requests  me  to  ask  if  anything  has  been 
heard  from  Hancock  since  your  dispatch  of  6  [7.15?]  p.  m. 

C.  P>.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

Lieuteuant-General  GRANT: 

A  staff  officer  has  just  arrived  from  Hancock,  leaving  him  at  7  p.  m. 
At  that  time  the  enemy,  having  massed,  assaulted  Hancock  with  great 
vehemence  in  front  and  on  both  flanks,  carrying,  I  regret  to  say,  his 
intrenched  line  on  his  right  Hank.  At  the,  time  the  staff  oflicer  left 
Hancock  had  rallied  his  men.  reformed  them,  and  was  preparing  to  re- 
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take  his  line,  which  he  hoped  to  do.  The  road  in  his  rear,  leading1  to 
the  plank  road,  was  yet  open,  and  the  staff  officer  met  Willcox's  column 
about  two  miles  from  the  scene  of  action  and  hurried  them  up.  E 
have  sent  orders  to  Warren  and  Parke  to  immediately  send  Crawford's 
and  White's  divisions  to  Hancock's  support  and  to  assist  him  in  with 
drawing-.  Hancock  was  authorized  several  times  during-  the  day  to 
withdraw  if  the  security  of  his  command  required  it  or  if  the  enemy 
interposed  between  him  and  Warren.  On  my  return  here  at  7.30,  find 
ing"  a  dispatch  from  him  intimating-  he  desired  orders  to  withdraw, 
specific  orders  were  sent,  but,  although  the  operator  acknowledged  the 
receipt  and  said  they  were  delivered,  1  fear  the  enemy  at  that  time  had 
possession  of  the  road  between  the  operator  and  Hancock.  I  am  in 
hopes  the  arrival  of  Willcox  lias  enabled  Hancock  to  recover  his  in- 
trenchments,  and  that  he  will  withdraw  as  soon  as  it  is  dark.  Should 
the  enemy  follow  to-morrow,  the  re-enforcements  carried  by  Crawford 
may  enable  Hancock  to  punish  him. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Auffmt  25,  18C.4 — 11.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding,  Ac.  : 

The  enemy  having1  carried  Hancock's  rifle-pits  have  probably  cap 
tured  a  good  many  prisoners.  In  that  case,  and  finding,  too,  that 
Hancock  is  being  re-enforced,  they  will  be  likely  to  return  to-night  with 
their  prisoners  and  attack  Warren  in  the  morning.  Warren  ought  to 
be  well  on  his  guard. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2~)<  1864 — 11.20  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

Another  staff  officer  has  arrived  from  General  Hancock,  who  left  him 
at  8  p.  m.  At  that  time  all  was  quiet.  Hancock  had  been  unable  to 
recover  that  portion  of  his  line  which  the  enemy  got  possession  of. 
The  staff  officer  reports  the,  fighting  very  severe  and  desperate;  he  can 
form  no  idea  of  our  losses,  though  thinks  they  must  be  considerable.  I 
regret  to  state  he  reports  the  ioss  of  eight  pieces  of  artillery.  It  ap 
pears  the  enemy  got  possession  of  a  salient  in  the  line  where  two  bat 
teries  were  posted.  The  staff  officer  says  from  the  number  of  attacks 
repulsed  the  enemy's  losses  must  be  far  greater  than  ours.  General 
Hancock  was  making  his  preparations  to  withdraw  when  this  officer 
left,  and  as  his  rear  was  all  open  no  difficulty  in  this  operation  is  antici 
pated.  The  wounded  will  all  be  brought  off,  but  the  dead  cannot  be 
buried.  I  have  directed  the  re-enforcements  ordered  to  be  halted  and 
held  in  readiness  for  movement  to-morrow  in  case  Hancock  is  followed 
or  attacked. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  !S(i4 — 11.50  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

On  learning  that  Hancock  was  withdrawing  I  ordered  Parke  and 
Warren  to  halt  the  re  enforcements  on  the  way  to  him,  and  communi 
cate  with  him  as  to  the  necessity  of  their  advancing  farther,  and  in 
case  lie  did  not  require  them  to  recall  them.  Warren  felt  perfectly 
secure  without  these  reserves;  with  them  he  will  be  prepared  for  any 
attack.  1  think  it  probable  the  enemy  may  follow  up  Hancock  on  the 
plank  road,  though  if  he  has  been  as  severely  punished  as  the  accounts 
from  Hancock  would  indicate,  he  will  most  probably  be  satisfied  with 
Hancock's  withdrawal  and  the  capture  of  the  guns.  I  have  already 
reported  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  stall'  officer  that  the  loss  in 
prisoners  was  small. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  August  25,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Scouts  report  that  no  troops  had  moved  to  or  from  the  Valley  up 
Tuesday  night,  I'-'Jd.  llebels  are  hauling  considerable  grain  by  wag 
to  Beaver  Dam  Station. 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  £.7,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 

(Keceived  G  p.  m.) 
Brevet  Major-General  METGS, 

Quartermaster-  General: 

General  Gregg  has  700  dismounted  men  here,  and  wants  that 
number  of  cavalry  horses  at  once.  He  has  000  dismounted  men  in 
Washington,  and  would  like  to  have  them  mounted  and  sent  back. 
General  Grant  has  sent  orders  to  General  Halleck  on  the  subject.  I 
have  not  heard  from  Kautz,  but  presume  he  will  require  1,400.  Five 
hundred  have  been  received  and  issued  to  Kautz. 

EUFUS  IXGALLS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  X5,  1864 — 12.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  just  arrived  at  Mott's  on  my  way.  Have  two  deserters  who 
were  from  Mahone.  They  said  Mahone  was  not  relieved  this  morning; 
that  two  of  his  brigades  had  gone  up  to  the  railroad;  that  the  troops 
we  saw  yesterday  in  front  of  Ord  were  Scales'  brigade,  Wilcox's  division, 
and  that  they  continued  on  to  the  railroad;  that  the  talk  among  the 
men  was  that  Lee  was  accumulating  all  his  available  force  on  the  rail 
road  determined  to  drive  us  off;  that  in  front  of  Mott's  they  had  but 
one  rank  in  the  intrenchmeuts,  the  line  not  being  as  strong  as  their 
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picket-line,  and  that  they  depended  ou  their  artillery  to  hold  this  line. 
I  directed  Mott  to  have  his  reserves  all  ready  to  send  to  Hancock  or 
Warren  if  required.  P.irke  tells  me  there  has  been  cannonading  at 
Beams'  about  an  hour  ago. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ^J,  ISfj-l — /  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Warren  informs  me  that  Hancock  has  sent  word  that  the  enemy's 
cavalry  have  broken  through  his  left,  and  indicates  a  fear  of  their  get 
ting  possession  of  the  plauk  road.  Direct  General  Aloft  to  send  his 
available  force  immediately  down  the  plank  road  to  the  intersection  of 
the  Reams'  Station  road.  He  will  find  some  artillery  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
at  the  Williams  house  and  can  take  all  of  the  batteries.  Tell  him  to 
communicate  to  Hancock  as  soon  as  he  reaches  there.  Hancock  is  at 
Reams'  Station. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-general. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ,?J,  ISd-f — LXO  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

General   Warren's  Headquarters: 

General  W[arren]  will  show  you  dispatch  from  General  Hfancock] 
dated  11.40  a.  in.  I  send  you  one  dated  10.20  a.  m.  I  notified  Mott  at 
once,  and  Parke  also,  informing  them  of  substance  of  Hancock's  dis 
patch,  and  telling  them  to  get  all  their  commands  under  arms,  Mott 
to  hold  the  greater  part  of  his  ready  to  move  in  any  direction,  all 
except  a  thin  line  in  the  intrenchments.  I  have  ordered  the  cavalry  at 
headquarters,  provost-marshal-geueral's  included,  to  get  ready,  and  will 
send  them  down  the  plank  road  to  look  out  there  and  report  to  the  ofli- 
cer  commanding  in  that  vicinity.  I  have  notified  Kautz. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

General   Warren's  Headquarters: 

Captain  McEntee  reports  the  statement  of  two  deserters  from  Harris' 
brigade,  Mahone's  division,  who  deserted  from  picket-line  this  morning 
at  G  o'clock.  Wri-ght's,  Harris',  and  Finegan's  brigades  are  in  the 
trenches.  Weisiger's  and  Sanders'  brigades,  together  with  Scales' 
brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division,  went  down  the  Weldon  railroad  about 
dark  yesterday.  Davis'  brigade,  of  Heth's  division,  they  say,  is  on  the 
left  of  Finegan;  the  remainder  of  Heth,  they  think,  is  on  the  right  of 
Mahoue.  They  think  Hagood's  and  Colquitt's  brigades  marched  with 
theirs  last  evening  down  the  railroad.  Major  Fisher,  signal  officer, 
says  the  troops  working  on  the  intrenchmeuts  south  of  the  lead-works 
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number  about  2,000.  I  mention  these  statements  so  that  Hancock  may 
have  what  data  there  is  for  estimating  the  force  about  him.  The  desert 
ers  are,  I  suppose,  those  you  saw  this  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  -Vo,  18(i4 — f.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Comdfj.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Warren's  Headquarters: 

Motthas  sent  2,200  men  down  the  plank  road.  I  am  supplying  their 
places  with  engineer  troops,  about  1,000  strong,  and  the  headquarters 
infantry.  Patrick  had  but  forty  cavalry,  which  I  sent  with  Mott's 
troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
'Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2~),  1SG4 — ~>.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  Hancock  just  received: 

HEADQUARTERS  SKCOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2J,  18G4 — 4.15  i>.  in. 

Just  received  your  dispatch  by  Captain  Rosencrantz.  I  fear  it  will  bo  too  late  to 
have  Willcox  get  here  tor  ;my  practicable  purpose,  as  ho  in  between  tour  and  five 
miles  oft'  now.  Still  i  shall  order  up  his  division.  Had  the  division  come  down  the 
railroad  it  would  have  been  here  in  time.  I  desire  to  know  as  soon  as  possililo 
whether  you  wish  me  to  return  from  this  station  to-night  in  case  we  can  get  through 
safe. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

P.  S. — Skirmishing  going  on  in  my  front.  Do  not  know  whether  the  next  attack 
will  be  on  my  right  or  left.  I  think  on  my  left. 

W.  S.  II. 

Hancock  telegraphed  at  3.40  p.  m.:  . 

The  enemy  just  assaulted  Miles  and  were  repulsed,  and  prisoners  say  badly  broken. 
Anderson's  brigade,  of  Field's  division,  these  prisoners  say,  the  only  one. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

City  Point,  August  2~>,  1864 — ,S  «.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  One  of  our  agents  left  Richmond  about  noon  of  day  before 
yesterday,  having  arrived  there  on  Monday  afternoon  about  4  o'clock. 
By  direction  he  inquired  from  many  different  sources,  and  seemed  to 
be  entirely  satisfied  that  no  troops  had^heen  sent  either  to  the  Valley 
or  to  Atlanta,  but  understood,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  considered 

II '^  "7   *  ~*y  •»• 
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necessary,  and  that  the  order  had  already  gone  forth,  that  one  of  the 
cavalry  divisions  sent  to  Early  should  return.  Some  other  citizens 
stated  that  the  division  recalled  was  already  on  its  way  back,  but  our 
agent  was  unable  to  tix  this  with  certainty.  Citizens  in  Richmond  said 
that  Early  had  whipped  the  Yankees  out  of  the  Valley,  and  that  he 
was  now  on  his  way  to  Pennsylvania.  A  Mr.  Slater,  who  is  a  clerk  in 
the  telegraph  office  at  Richmond,..  said  that-General  Sherman  would  be 
the  worst  used  up  man  in  this  war,  and  that  operations  in  his  rear  were 
in  progress  that  would  insure  his  defeat.  Twenty-seven  hundred  pris 
oners  are  claimed  to  have  been  taken  in  the  fight  on  the  Weldou  rail 
road,  who  arc  now  on  Belle  Isle,  but  are  to  be  shortly  sent  to  Georgia. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  \Veldon  railroad  is  to  be  retaken  at  whatever  cost. 
A  very  large  number  of  wounded  men  were  brought  into  Richmond  from 
the  direction  of  Petersburg  after  the  railroad  tight,  and  the  agent 
thinks  that  the  trains  running  on  Monday  from  Petersburg  to  Rich 
mond  and  returning  were  loaded  with  the  wounded  going  up,  and  going 
down  were  conveying  the  troops  which  had  been  operating  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  He  could  not  learn  of  any  new  movements 
of  troops,  except  of  the  return  of  those  which  had  been  on  the  north 
side  of  the  .lames,  lie  did  not  see  as  much  as  a  company  of  soldiers 
in  Richmond  while  there.  In  going  to  Richmond  on  Monday  saw  no 
troops,  except  about  300  cavalry  near  White's  Tavern,  lie  understood 
that  they  were  going  to  Malvern  Hill.  The  force  which  two  weeks  ago 
was  camped  about  four  miles  from  White's  Tavern,  toward  the  river, 
estimated  at  about  seven  regiments,  is  there  still.  The  road  for  about 
thirteen  miles  southerly  fi'om  Richmond  is  blocked  with  fallen  trees. 
Flour,  which  a  week  ago  was  worth  $210,  sold  day  before  yesterday  for 
$300,  and  is  still  advancing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  II.  SHARPE, 

Colonel.  d~c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2~),  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  last  deserters  who  know  anything  of  Mahone  came  in  on  night 
of  23d  instant  and  stated  that  Finegan's  and  Wright's  brigades  were 
there,  and  they  supposed  the  whole  division  was  there.  Inclosed  please 
find  telegram  from  General  Butler's  department,  which  is  the  latest  we 
have  in  regard  to  Piekett.* 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  MoENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff; 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Forty-eighth  Mississippi,  Harris' 
brigade,  Mahone's  division,  who  left  their  picket-line  this  morning 
about  0  o'clock,  just  arrived  here,  and  make  the  following  report: 

*  See  Davenport  to  Sharpe,  August  23,  p.  437. 
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Mahone's  division  lies  in  the  trenches,  occupying  their  old  position, 
and  is  disposed  in  the  following  order  from  their  right  to  left,  viz, 
Wright,  Harris,  Finegan.  The  two  other  brigades,  VVeisiger's  and 
Sanders',  together  with  Scales'  brigade,  of  Wileox's  division,  marched 
down  the  Weldon  railroad  about  dark.  They  were  ordered  to  leave 
their  tents  standing  and  to  get  away  ns  quietly  as  possible.  During 
the  latter  part  of  yesterday  afternoon  informants  saw  Generals  Lee  and 
Beauregard  riding  hurriedly  up  the  Weldon  railroad  in  front  of  the 
lead- works.  They  are  of  impression  that  the  enemy  intend  attacking 
our  left  again.  Davis'  brigade,  of  Heth's  division,  they  say,  is  on  the 
left  of  Finegan's,  and  the  balance  of  Iletli's  division,  they  think,  is  on  the 
right  of  Mahone's  division,  lying  to  the  right  of  the  lead-works.  They 
say  that  the  enemy  have  no  troops  in  reserve  about  the  city;  that  all 
troops,  except  those  marched  down  the  railroad,  are  lying  in  the  trenches. 
They  think  that  llagood's  and  Colqnitt's  brigades  marched  down  the 
railroad  yesterday  evening  with  troops  of  their  division.  One  of  them 
is  certain  that  he  saw  Scales'  brigade  marching  in  that  direction  (down 
the  railroad)  last  evening,  but  saw  no  other  brigade  of  Wileox's  division. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  GENERAL  WARREN, 

[AuyiiHt  £5,  IM-l] — 1,10  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 
The  following'  from  Captain  McEntee  is  just  received: 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PRO  YOST-MARSH  AL-GKNERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  £-7,  1SG4. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  Forty-first  Virginia  Regiment,  Mahone's  brigade  and 
division,  who  left  his  picket-line,  on  the  right  of  plank  road,  about  12  o'clock  to-day, 
reports  that  Muhone's  and  Sanders'  brigades,  with  exception  of  Forty-first  Virginia 
Regiment,  marched  last  evening,  with  three  days'  rations.  He  heard  the  major  of  his 
regiment  say  that  three  divisions,  besides  the  two  mentioned  brigades,  were  ou  the 
move,  and  he  thought  their  destination  was  Stony  Creek.  An  important  move,  he 
said,  was  on  foot,  and  he  thought  they  intended  to  get  iu  rear  of  General  Warren. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  if-c. 

P.  S. — He  also  states  that  there  are  very  few  men  in  our  front;  that  the  men  are  in 
one  rank  in  the  trenches  and  have  no  reserve. 

J.  McE. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1861 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Inclosed  please  find  note  just  received  from  Colonel  Sharpe. 
Sanders'  and  Mahone's  brigades,  of  Mahone's  division,  may  be  in  front 
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of  General  Butler,  but  I  think  the  balance  of  the  division  still  in  our 
front.     We  had  a  deserter  who  left  there  at  .12  o'clock  to-day,  and  he 
states  that  Finegau,  Harris,  and  Wright  were  then  in  our  front. 
Respectfully, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

[Iiiclosnre.] 

CITY  POINT.  Augmt  ~V7,  18G4. 
Captain  McENTEE: 

I  learn  that  the  information  of  General  Butler  to-day  is  to  the  effect 
that  Field  is  still  on  the  north  side  of  the  James.  Nothing  is  known 
there  of  Wilcox.  "  Mahone  arrived  to  the  rear  of  Pickett's  division  at  L 
o'clock  this  a.  in.  He  is  going  to  relieve  Pickett,  it  is  stated,  who  is 
going  to  Petersburg." 
Yours, 

G.  U.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 7.15  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point : 

Mahone's  and  Sanders'  brigades  may  be  in  General  Butler's  front, 
but  the  balance  of  that  division  was  in  our  front  at  12  m.  to-day,  so  says 
deserter. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ~>5,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

Deserter  from  Forty-first  Virginia  reports  that  Sanders'  and  Mahone's 
brigades,  with  exception  of  Forty-first  Regiment,  moved  last  night  with 
three  days'  rations.  Heard  the  major  of  his  regiment  say  that  three 
divisions  besides  the  two  brigades  were  on  the  march,  and  that  an  im 
portant  move  was  on  foot.  Suppose  their  destination  was  Stony  Creek 
and  intention  to  get  in  Warren's  rear.  Intelligent  contraband  from  west 
of  Reams'  says  the  pickets  told  his  master  that  a  big  force  was  to  be 
there  to-day  and  whip  the  Yankees  off  railroad.  Generals  Lee  and 
Beauregard  were  seen  riding  rapidly  about  near  lead-works  yester 
day  evening.  Scales'  brigade  was  seen  on  the  march  with  other  troops. 
Troops  are  in  one  line  in  our  front  with  no  reserves. 

J.  McENTEE. 

Captain. 


CITY  POINT,  August  25,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Captain  McENTEE, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  think  it  proper  to  say  that  the  information  sent  you  in  quotation 
marks  to  the  effect  of  Mahone  being  in  the  rear  of  Pickett  is  not  of  the 
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highest  value.  Manning  sends  me  word  just  no\v  that  he  has  just 
examined  an  intelligent  deserter  from  Twenty-fourth  Virginia,  Terry's 
brigade,  who  says  that  Mahone  is  not  there,  and  that  Pickett,  with 
Thomas'  brigade,  Wileox's  division,  only,  are  before  their  intrench- 
nieuts, 

SHAKPE, 

Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

[August  25^  1864.] 

Colonel  SIIARPE, 

City  Point : 

General  Hancock  was  attacked  six  times  by  the  enemy  and  repulsed 
them  five  times,  with  heavy  loss  to  them  and  light  on  our  part.  In  the 
sixth  attack  they  broke  through  Barlow's  division,  and  captured  several 
guns.  The  balance  of  Hancock's  line  held  its  position  until  evening, 
when  it  is  said  both  parties  retired.  The  Fifth  Corps  was  not  engaged, 
but  holds  its  old  position,  Second  in  rear  of  Fifth. 

J.   McENTEE, 

Captain. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  Auyust  25,  18(14 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  SHARPS: 

1  find  Field  still  on  north  side  of  James.  Can  get  no  positive  infor 
mation  of  any  of  Wilcox's  division.  Mahone  arrived  in  the  rear  of 
Pickett's  division  this  a.  m.  at  1  o'clock.  He  is  going  to  relieve  Pickett, 
it  is  stated,  who  is  going  to  Petersburg.  I  leave  immediately  for  Wash 
ington  and  New  York  with  the  general.  Shall  be  gone  a  week.  Man 
ning  will  do  my  work  while  gone  and  keep  you  informed  thereof.  The 
Hag.of  truce  letters  received.  They  shall  be  forwarded. 

JOHN  I.  DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  25,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  SIIARPE, 

City  Point : 

Several  deserters  arrived  since  Davenport  left.  They  report  no 
changes.  Just  examined  deserter  from  Twenty-fourth  Virginia,  Terry's 
brigade,  in  our  front.  He  is  quite  intelligent  and  says  Mahone  is 
not  there.  Pickett's  division,  with  Thomas'  brigade,  Wilcox's  division, 
only  before  our  intrenchments.  The  prisoners  have  been  sent  to  .Ber 
muda.  I  have  had  possession  of  this  office  but  a  few  hours. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  lookout  at  the  plank  road  station  reports  as  follows: 

7   A.    M. 

No  movements  visible.  The  enemy  continues  working  upon  their  line  of iutrencb- 
ineuts  along  the  Weldon  railroad.  The  number  of  men  at  work  is  greater  than 
that  last  evening,  but  iiot  so  large  as  that  yesterday  morning.  All  quiet. 

II.  W.  FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25 j  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following* dispatch  I  icceived  from  a  lookout  stationed 
on  a  tree  near  the  Gibbon  house  and  overlooking-  the  city  and  vicinity: 

An  infantry  camp  in  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill  disappeared  last  night,  also  a  majority 
of  enemy's  camps  in  environs  of  city  have  disappeared.  No  unusual  movements  vis 
ible  this  morning. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


AUGUST  25,  1864. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

Nothing  of  moment  noticed  this  morning.  A  body  of  about  400 
infantry  without  arms  moved  into  the  city  from  the  right  on  the  line  of 
the  Petersburg  and  Richmond  Railroad. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 


SIGNAL  STATION  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2 

Mai.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

At  9  a.  in.  rebel  signal  station  reports  nineteen  wagons  passing  in 
rear  of  Battery  5  going  toward  City  Point.     A  number  of  stragglers, 

also,  going  toward  our  —  ;  also,  column  of  infantry  passing  the 

of  Cobb's  and  nine  wagons  on  Bermuda  Hundred  road  going 

toward  that  point.     No  movements  of  rebels  observed. 

FULLER, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  479 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Jordan's  House,  August  £5,  166-1 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  tii final  Officer: 

A  few  iufaiitry  stragglers  are  now  on  the  road  in  rear  of  Whitehead's 
going  in  direction  of  Petersburg.  I  send  the  following  rebel  messages: 

Colonel  BRENT. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Infantry  drilling  in  open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's.  (inn-boat  below  Point  of 
Rocks.  Nine  wagons  passed  open  space  going  down  the  Bermuda  Hundred  road 
toward  that  point. 

R., 

Sergeant  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Fifty-seven  wagons,  mostly  six-horse,  with  guard  of  fifty  cavalry,  have  just  passed 
Bermuda  Hundred  road  going  toward  our  front  in  Chesterfield. 

'        .  R., 

Sergeant  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

T.  11.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE,  August  ^'J,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 
Ma>.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  tiiynal  Officer: 

Colonel  BKKNT. 

Ass'mtant  Adjutant-treiiei'al  : 

A  battery  of  six  pieces,  six   horses  to  a  piece,   followed  by  six  wagons,  has  just 
passed  over  pontoon,  going  toward  Petersburg  on  the  Broadway  road. 

Sergeant  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

T.  R.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


GIBBON'S  HOUSE,  August  25,  186£ — L20  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  battery  of  six  gnus,  with  caissons,  came  into  town  at  the  cross-roads 
moving  to  the  right.     Could  not  trace  them  out  of  city  again. 

JORDAN, 

Sergean*,. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  25,  1864.     (Received  5.45  p.  m.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  intercepted  rebel  messages  are  respectfully 
forwarded : 

HEADQUARTERS  PICKETT'S  DIVISION, 

Jiujust  25,  1S64—2  p.  m. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD: 

Have  felt  the  eueuiv's  front  and  discovered  force  all  prepared  on  my  line. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major-General)  Commanding 
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2.05  r.  M. 
Colonel  BUKNT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

There  is  u.  large  brigade  of  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  through  open  space 
to  our  left  of  Cobb's. 

R.. 

Seryeant  at  [('.]. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

The  rebel  signal  station  has  also  reported  this  a.  in.  fifty-seven 
wagons  with  a  guard  of  fifty  cavalry  passing-  on  Bermuda  Hundred 
road,  going  toward  their  front  in  Chesterfield;  also  two  batteries  of 
artillery  passing  in  rear  of  Battery  5,  going  to  our  front. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STBYKEB, 
Acting  Chief  tiignal  Officer. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Ord  by  General  Humphreys.) 


JORDAN  HOUSE,  August  25,  186  i — 2.05  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  following  messages  just  received  (intercepted): 

Colonel  BKKXT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

About  one  large  brigade  of  infantry,  followed  by  twenty-five  wagons  and  ten 
ambulances,  coming  from  behind  their  Petersburg  front,  hud  .just  passed,  going  down 
Broadway  road,  their  head  of  column  halting  at  their  heavy  works  on  Gilliam's 
field  to  our  right  of  that  point.  The  brigade  of  infantry  has  crossed  pontoon  and 
halted  iu  opeu  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's.  Officers  seem  very  actively  employed. 

R., 

Sergeant  at  [C'.]. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

In  my  front  just  discovered  a  force  all  prepared  on  my  line. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General.  Commanding. 

I  did  not  get  the  address  of  the  message  from  General  Pickett. 

T.  B.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OE  THE  POTOMAC, 

:NTo.  22t).  J  August  25,  1864. 

I.  When  detachments  of  engineer  troops  that  may  have  been  assigned 
to  duty  with  army  corps  are  relieved  from  such  service,  no  officers  or 
men  belonging  to  such  detachments  will  be  retained  with  the  corps 
except  when  specially  authorized  from  these  headquarters. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CHAP.  LIV.l  CORRESPONDENCE,   ETC. UNION.  481 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC;, 
August  ^.-7,  1861 — 1.0~j  a.  m.     (Received  3.45  a.  in.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  /Second  Corps  : 

Tlie  troops  seen  moving  in  tlie,  Avay  indicated  numbered  S,000  or 
10,000,  and  the  time  was  a  little  before  sunset. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Naff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ;.'ij,  186-1 — 6  <t.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Stajf: 

On  account  of  the  information,  you  gave  to  me  last  night,  I  have  con 
cluded  not  to  send  General  Gibbon's  division  out  to  work  this  morning 
until  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  such  a  force  is  not  in  my  immediate 
vicinity.  I  shall  send  out  and  see  how  far  I  can  clear  tlie  roads  to  my 
front  and  right  this  morning.  There  are  important  roads  coming  in 
from  the  stage  road  between  Reams'  and  where  the  working  party 
would  go.  I  consider  my  force  too  small  to  separate  such  a  distance 
until  sure  that  the  enemy's  infantry  is  not  in  mv  front. 

WDSTF'D  S.  1IAXCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ^/;,  1861 — '.)  a.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Gregg  has  struck  the  Vaughan  road  at  two  different  points, 
and  I  can  hear  nothing  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  on  that  road. 
I  am  sending  General  Gibbon  out  to  work. 

WIOT'I)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  -'.>,  166-1 — W  a.  ni. 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  is  received.  The  commanding  general 
approves  your  course.  He  desires  you  to  keep  your  command  well 
together  and  proceed  with  caution.  Should  the  enemy  interpose  -with 
overpowering  force  between  you  and  Warren,  you  should  fall  back  to 
the  plank  road,  or  further  if  necessary. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 

31  R  R — yor,  xLir.  PT  n 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  X~>,  1864 — 10.20  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  titajf: 

While  General  Gibbon  was  moving-  out  the  enemy  drove  in  Spear's 
cavalry  on  the  road  crossing  the  railroad  about  a  mile  to  my  left,  near 
the  Smart  house.  General  Gibbon  was  instructed  to  drive  them  back 
to  the  point  they  came  from  before  proceeding  farther.  They  show  a 
pretty  strong  front,  probably  only  cavalry. 

WIXF'l)    IS.  IIAXCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  25,  1861 — 11.10  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  enemy  have  driven  in  the  cavalry  on  the  left  on  the  Stony  Creek 
rond.  Part  of  them  or  some  other  force  has  passed  around  to  my  left 
and  broken  through  Gregg's  line  running  from  here  to  the  plank  road. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  more  than  cavalry.  If  there  is 
anything  on  the  plank  road  around  the  Williams  house  it  had  better 
be  looked  after.  General  Gibbon  is  engaging  the  enemy  on  my  left,  and 
General  Gregg,  with  a  few  infantry,  is  attacking  those  who  broke 
through  to  the  rear. 

WINF'l)    S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 
(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ~'o,  1S6-1 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

Warren  has  informed  me  of  your  dispatch  announcing  the  breaking 
through  your  left  by  the.  enemy's  cavalry.  I  have  directed  Mott  to 
send  all  his  available  force  down  the  plank  road  to  the  Reams'  Station 
road  and  to  take  one  oi'  Parke's  batteries,  now  at  the  Williams  house, 
with  him.  The  officer  in  charge  of  this  command  is  directed  to  report 
to  you  on  his  arrival.  I  think,  from  all  the  information  I  can  obtain, 
that  the  enemy  are  about  assuming  the,  offensive,  and  will  either  attack 
you  or  interpose  between  you  and  Warren.  Under  these  cireu instances, 
1  fear  we  cannot  do  much  more  damage  to  the  railroad.  That  being  the 
case,  you  can  exercise  your  judgment  about  withdrawing' your  command 
and  resuming'  your  position  on  the  left  and  rear  of  Warren,  either  where 
you  were  before  or  any  other  position  which,  in  your  judgment,  will  be 
better  calculated  for  the  purpose  and  based  on  the  knowledge  of  the 
country  your  recent  operations  may  have  given  you.  Let  me  know  by 
the  bearer  the  condition  of  things  in  your  front,  and  your  views. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ~;,-7,  1SG1 — .2  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  have  been  feeling  all  around  me  and  are  now 
cheering  in  my  front,  advancing  and  driving  in  my  skirmishers.     1 
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think  they  will  next  move  across  the  road  between  Warren  and  myself 
as  they  press  my  lines.  Two  prisoners  taken  at  different  times  say 
that  all  of  Hampton's  cavalry  and  a  part  of  Hill's  corps,  or  all  of  it,  are 
in  my  front — one  prisoner  said  Heth's  division. 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

Auyutst  L>5,  18t>i — :?.  15  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

Considering1  that  the  enemy  intend  to  prevent  any  further  destruc 
tion  of  the  railroad,  there  is  no  great  necessity  of  my  remaining  here, 
but  it  is  more  important  that  I  should  join  Warren;  but  1  do  not  think, 
closely  engaged  as  I  am  at  present,  I  can  withdraw  safely  at  this  time. 
I  think  it  will  be  well  to  withdraw  to-night,  if  I  am  not  forced  to  do  so 
before.  Everything  looks  promising  at  present,  except  that,  being  in 
an  inclosed  position,  the  enemy  are  liable  to  pass  between  myself  and 
Warren  and  I  cannot  determine  the  fact,  so  that  Warren  had  better  be 
watchful  until  I  can  make  a  practicable  connection  with  him.  I  shall 
try  to  keep  my  cavalry  engaged  to  keep  them  off  the  plank  road. 

WINF'l)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  18d-t — 'J.-15  p.  in. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

In  addition  to  Mott's  troops,  I  have  ordered  Willcox's  division,  Ninth 
Corps,  to  the  plank  road,  where  the  Reams'  Station  road  branches  off. 
Willcox  is  ordered  to  report  to  yon.  Call  him  up  if  necessary.  He  will 
have  some  artillery  with  him.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  give  the 
enemy  a  good  thrashing.  All  I  apprehend  is  his  interposing  between 
you  and  VVrarren.  You  must  look  out  for  this.  I  hold  some  more  of 
Warren's  forces  ready  for  contingencies. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  186-1 — 3.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  prisoners  taken  thus  far  belong  to  Wilcox's  division  and  the  cav 
alry.  One  of  them  says  he  saw  A.  P.  Hill  over  here  about  two  miles 
this  morning.  There  is  nothing  more  than  skirmishing  going  on  just 
now.  The  enemy  have  attacked  twice,  once  with  McGowan's  and  once 
with  Scales'  brigade. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- Genera  I. 
(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 3.10  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

The  enemy  just  assaulted  Miles'  front  in  two  lines,  but  were  repulsed, 
and  prisoners  say  were  badly  broken  up.  They  give  some  indication 
of  an  attack  now  on  my  left.  The  enemy's  advance  was  made  without 
firing  a  shot  and  some  of  the  prisoners  were  taken  within  fifteen  paces 
of  the  breast- works.  Anderson's  brigade,  of  Field's  division,  is  here — 
prisoners  say  the  only  one.  A  second  prisoner  says  he  saw  Hill  on  the 
field.  This  prisoner  says  he  is  a  Union  man. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREY s, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

An  examination  of  the  country  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
cannot  turn  my  right  without  making  a  wide  dfctour  by  the  Vaughan 
road,  and  they  have  not  time  to  do  this  to-night.  The  right  of  my  line 
extends  nearly  to  Jones'  Hole  Swamp,  impassable  for  troops  in  line. 
I  am  more  apprehensive  concerning  my  left,  but  it  is  getting  so  late  the 
enemy  must  make  vigorous  use  of  the  time  to  gain  any  advantage.  I 
have  ordered  up  Willcox's  division  as  a  precaution.  Have  heard  noth 
ing  from  the  cavalry  reported  to  have  passed  in  the  direction  of  the 
plank  road.  There  is  only  skirmishing  going  on  now. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 

(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

The  latest  indications  are  that  the  enemy  have  drawn  a  line  from  my. 
left,  covering  the  railroad  and  the  roads  to  Diuwiddie  and  Stony  Creek. 
They  are  heard  chopping,  I  suppose  felling  abatis,  though  the  pickets 
report  they  hear  artillery  moving  where  the  chopping  is  going  on.  I 
still  hold  the  road  between  me  and  Warren.  The  enemy  have  made 
no  demonstration  on  the  Vaughan  road. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

I  have  just  seen  Captain  McEntee  and  learned  the  agreeable  news 
that  you  have  repulsed  the  enemy.  Willcox  is  moving  up,  in  accordance 
with  your  orders.  There  is  some  force  of  Mott's  at  this  point,  which 
you  must  remember  in  any  movement  you  make  to-night.  You  can  with- 
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draw  to-night  if  you  deem  it  best  for  the  security  of  your  command.  If 
the  destruction  of  the  road  cannot  be  continued  there  is  no  object  in 
holding  Reams',  except  to  keep  out  the  enemy,  a  secondary  matter.  I 
prefer  having  your  corps  within  supporting  distance  of  Warren  and  to 
assist  in  holding  .his  nank  and  rear. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Augtixt  X~>,  IHG-l — 7. -JO  p.  in. 
Major-General  HANCOCK. 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw  to-night 
and  take  post  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Williams  house,  or  some  point 
covering  the  plank  road  and  looking  toward  Warren's  left.  Direct 
General  Gregg  to  post  the  cavalry  so  as  to  watch  General  Warren's 
left  and  around  past  the  plank  road.  General  Mott  lias  2,200  men  at 
the  intersection  of  the  'Reams'  Station  road  with  the  plank  road,  which 
please  withdraw  and  send  to  their  former  positions  in  the  intrench- 
rneiits. 

•       A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major -Genera  I  and  Chief  of  »S7«/f. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
August  ;.>.-7,  laai — .'/  p.  m.     (Received  8  a.  in.  2(>th.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  tfecond  Corpx  : 

The  commanding  general  desires   to   know  about  the  attack  which 
commenced  at  5..'>()  p.  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Maff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ^.-7,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

At  7.30  p.  in.  an  order  was  sent  you  by  telegraph  to  withdraw  and 
take  position  near  the  Williams  house,  looking  toward  Warren's  left. 
The  telegraph  operator  here  reported  that  it  was  received  by  your  tele 
graph  operator,  but  it  is  apparent  now,  since  the  arrival  of  your  staff, 
officer,  Captain  McEntee,  that  your  telegraph  office  was  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  who  probably  got  the  dispatch.  It  also  referred 
to  Mott's  brigade  at  the  intersection  of  the  Reams'  Station  road  with 
the  plank  road.  The  commanding  general  directs  you  to  withdraw  if 
you  can  do  so  with  security,  and  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  has 
ordered  Crawford's  division  and  White's  division,  of  the  Ninth  Corps, 
both  under  Crawford,  to  move  at  once  to  your  support.  Crawford  will 
take  with  him  the  two  brigades  of  Mott  on  the  plank  road,  about  2,000 
strong.  These  re*-enibrcements  the  commanding  general  hopes  will  be 
sufficient  to  cover  your  withdrawal. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Any  nut  ^J,  1&(>4 — 11  p.  in. 
Major-Geiieral  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

DEAR  GENERAL:  Xo  one  sympathizes  with  you  more  than  I  do  in  the 
misfortunes  of  this  evening.  MeEntee  gave  me  such  good  accounts  of 
affairs  up  to  the  time  lie  left,  and  it  was  then  so  late,  I  deferred  going  to 
you  as  I  intended.  If  I  had  had  any  doubt  of  your  ability  to  hold 
your  lines  from  a  direct  attack,  I  would  have  sent  Willcox  with  others 
down  the  railroad,  but  my  anxiety  was  about  your  rear,  and  my  appre 
hension  that  they  would  either  move  around  your  left  or  interpose 
between  you  and  Warren.  To  meet  the  rirst  contingency  I  sent  Will- 
cox  down  the  plank  road,  and  for  the  second  I  held  Crawford  and  White 
ready  to  move  and  attack.  At  the  same  time  I  thought  it  likely  after 
trying  you  they  might  attack  Warren,  and  wanted  to  leave  him  till  the 
last  moment  some  reserves.  I  am  satisfied  you  and  your  command 
have  done  all  in  your  power,  and  though  you  have  met  w.ith  a  reverse, 
the  honor  and  escutcheons  of  the  old  Second  are  as  bright  as  ever,  and 
will  on  some  future  occasion  prove  it  is  only  when  enormous  odds  are 
brought  against  them  that  they  can  be  moved.  Don't  let  this  matter 
worry  you,  because  you  have  given  me  every  satisfaction. 
Yours,  truly, 

GEO.  <:.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  l^(ii — 11.2~>  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  /Second  Corps : 

Your  dispatch  by  Captain  Miller  is  received.  The  commanding 
general  has  ordered  General  Crawford's  division.  General  White's 
division,  and  Mott's  two  brigades,  to  move  np  to  your  support  at  once 
to  cover  your  withdrawal.  Should  you  not  need  them  you  will  send 
them  back  to  their  commands.  The  commanding  general  approves 
your  withdrawal. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief'  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC', 

August  ^5,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps : 

GENERAL,:  In  returning  to  you  the  accompanying  communications  in 
reference  to  the  statement  of  Colonel  Spear,  that  during  his  recent 
engagement  with  the  enemy  he  was  unable  to  obtain  from  the  troops  in 
the  vicinity  the  assistance  he  needed,  [  am  instructed  to  say  that  the 
explanations  of  Brigadier  Generals  Barlow  .and  Gregg  are  entirely 
satisfactory;  and  that  the  commanding  general  has  no  comments  to 
make  respecting  the  matter,  further  than  to  say,  that  if  General  Barlow 
considered  it  inexpedient  to  send  to  Colonel  Spear  the  support  thought 
necessary  by  that  officer  he  should  have  ordered  him  to  fall  back  if  hard 
pressed. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  7.SY>7. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  J>ii'inion,  Second   Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  understands  thafj  your  line  of 
pickets  lias  a  line  of  supports  outside  of  the  intrenchments.  As  your 
fighting  line  is  the  intreuehinents,  and  as  tlie  sole  object  of  the  pickets 
in  the  present  instance  is  to  give  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
it  seems  to  him  that  the  pickets  should  be  merely  numerous  enough,  for 
lookouts,  and  that  the  part  of  your  force  used  as  supports  to  the  pickets 
would  be  better  situated  along-  the  in  frenchmen  ts.  In  the  event  of  an 
attack  the  return  of  so  many  of  your  men  to  the  intrenchments,  if  fol 
lowed  closely  by  the  enemy,  would  embarrass  your  fire  aud  screen  the 
enemy  from  it.  The  staff  officer  who  visited  the  line  yesterday  reports 
that  no  part  of  the  troops  behind  the  iutrenchments  had  their  accou- 
terments  on.  It  is  supposed  the  line  of  supports  was  expected  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  sufficiently  long  to  enable  the  troops  not  on  picket 
to  get  to  their  places;  but  should  the  enemy  try  the  maneuver,  which 
they  have  several  times  executed  with  success,  of  moving  in  rapidly 
by  the  Hank,  it  is  apprehended  they  might  succeed.  The  line  of  sup 
ports  in  the  dense  woods  would  be  of  no  service.  If  posted  in  the 
iutrenchments  they  would  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major- fianernl  and  (thief  of  fttaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

A-uyuNt  25,  7<V>7 — 12.  15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT. 

Commanding   Dirixion,  Second  Corps : 

General  Hancock,  in  a  dispatch  dated  11.10  a.  m.,  reports  that  some 
force  of  the  enemy  has  broken  through  Gregg's  line  across  from  the 
Weldon  railroad  to  the  plank  road.  General  Gregg  is  looking  after 
it.  You  had  better  send  at  once  to  your  force  in  the  large  redoubt  and 
along  the  intrenchmeuts  to  the  Strong  house,  and  get  them  under  arms 
and  hold  them  ready  for  movement  in  any  direction.  Have  the  rest  of 
your  command  ready  also  for  anything  that  may  turn  up. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  18(>-1 — 1.35  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Division,  Second  Corps  : 

The  major  general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  all  your  avail 
able  force  at  once  down  the  plank  road  to  the  inter  section  of  the  Beams' 
Station  road.  You  will  find  some  artillery  of  the  Ninth  Corps  at  the 
Williams  house,  and  can  take  one  of  the  batteries.  As  soon  as  the  force 
reaches  the  point  specified  the  commander  must  communicate  with 
General  Hancock,  who  is  at  Reams'  Station  on  the  Weldon  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 2.15  p.  m.     (Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff ': 

GENERAL:  I  have  sent,  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  with  the  ex 
ception  of  the  pickets,  numbering  about  2,200.  They  are  taken  from 
the  square  redoubt  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  all  from  the  left 
of  the  plank  road  to  the  Strong  house.  I  will  send  some  of  the  First 
Brigade  to  occupy  the  redoubt,  and  put  the  engineer  troops  to  connect 
with  General  Ferrero  if  it  meets  your  approbation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brig  a  dier-  G  en  era  I. 


REPLIED. — You  have  stripped  the  left  too  much.  Put  the  supports 
of  the  pickets  on  the  left  in  the  intrenchinents:  halt  some  part  of  the 
force  in  the  large  redoubt  until  the  troops  you  are  sending  there  get 
to  it.  The  engineer  troops  will  go  at  once  to  the  intrenchmeuts  on  the 
left  of  the  plank  road,  and  will  be  suflieient  to  hold  them.  I  will  send 
headquarters  guard  for  a  part  of  your  second  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

•August  25,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL,:  Yours  of  2.35  p.  m.  received.  I  have  ordered  250  men 
from  the  line  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road  to  occupy  the  redoubt.  A 
small  reserve  is  in  the  intrenchinents  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road, 
which,  with  the  engineer  troops, will,  I  think,  be  sufficient  to  hold  them. 
Will  the  engineer  troops  report  soon? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General . 


CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  25.  ISd-i. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  will  have 
their  commands  under  arms,  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  in  any 
direction,  with  the  exception  of  their  picket-line. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

JOHN  ITAXCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  THIRD  BRIGADE: 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  take  all  your 
available  force  at  once,  leaving  the  picket-line,  down  the  plank  road  to 
the  intersection  of  the  Reams'  Station  road.  You  will  find  some  artil- 
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lery  of  the  Ninth  Corps  at  the  Williams  house  and  can  take  one  of  the 
batteries.  As  soon  as  the  force  reaches  the  point  specified  you  must 
communicate  to  General  Hancock,  who  is  at  Reams'  Station,  on  the 
Weldon  railroad.  Colonel  McAllister  being  the  senior,  lie  will  take 
command  of  the  Second  Brigade  also. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 

Major  tnnl  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  AR.MY  CORPS, 

Auyust  2~>,  1^(>{ — ~>  p.  m. 
General  MEADE  : 

Lieutenant  liicketts,  of  my  staff,  has  just  returned  from  the  right  of 
the  Second  Corps  along  the  railroad.     It  was  all  quiet  along-  the  road, 
and  but  a  little  skirmishing  going  on,  with  an  occasional  shot  from  the 
artillery  at  Reams'  Station. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Auyust  X~>,  ItiU-J — x.l'j  p.  in. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Major  Roebling  has  just  returned  from  near  Reams'  Station,  saying 
that  the  enemy  got  in  between  us  and  the  Second  Corps  just  before 
dark,  so  that  he  could  get  no  news.     I  have,  completed  my  lines  so  that 
they  are  now  nearly  inclosed.     1  think  no  effort  could  drive  me  away. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

G.   K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Auyust  ~!5,  1804 — 9.50  p.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  staff  officer  to 
communicate  with  General  Hancock  and  ascertain  whether  he  desires 
re-enforcements,  and  if  he  does,  that  you  send  General  Crawford's 
division  to  his  support,  informing  him  of  the  strength  of  Crawford's 
division.  Parke  is  similarly  directed  in  respect  to  White's  division. 
General  Hancock  is  ordered  to  withdraw  to  the  vicinity  of  Williams' 
house,  so  as  to  hold  the  plank  road  and  look  toward  your  left.  Please 
let  the  staff  officer  obtain  all  the  information  concerning  the  last  attack 
and  the  condition  of  affairs  with  Hancock,  and  telegraph  it  here  upon  his 
return  to  your  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 10.15  p.  in. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

Since  telegraphing  you  a  staff  officer  has  arrived  from  General  Han 
cock.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  Crawford's  di 
vision  to  his  support  at  once. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ;?/;,  186-1 — 10.10  />.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Which  way  shall    I    send  Crawford — around  by  the  plank   road  or 
direct  along  the  railroad  f 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  186-f — 10.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

General  Crawford  will  take  command  of  White's  division  as  well  as 
his  own.  Parke  is  instructed  to  that  effect,  lie  will  also  take  com 
mand  of  two  brigades  of  Mott's  division,  about  15,000  strong,  which  are 
on  the  plank  road  at  the  intersection  of  the  road  from  Reams'  Station, 
and  take  them  with  him.  The  enemy  broke  through  Hancock's  right. 
Willcox's  division  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  drive  the  enemy 
back,  but  he  will  probably  need  more,  re-enforcements. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  186-1 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

Send  Crawford  by  the  plank   road   since  tin1,  railroad  near  Reams' 
Station  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1801 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Hancock  informs  the  com 
manding  general  that  he  will  withdraw  during  the  night.  As  he  is  now 
withdrawing  and  may  not  need  the  re- enforcements  ordered  to  him,  the 
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commanding  general  directs  th.it  you  halt  the  division  you  have  sent, 
and  send  a  staff  officer  to  ascertain  whether  General  Hancock  wants 
the  troops  to  cover  his  withdrawal.  If  he  does,  they  will  be  moved  to 
him;  if  not,  they  will  be  recalled. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of -Staff. 
(Same  to  General  Tarke.) 

[Indorsement.] 

General  Crawford  need  not  send  a  staff  officer,  but  have  Lieutenant 
Ilowell  go  to  General  Hancock  to  find  out  if  he  wants  troops  and 
await  Lieutenant  HowelTs  return. 

l>y  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

A.  S.  MARVIX,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Aiif/ust  X5,  1864 — 1.1'j  p.  m. 

Division  commanders  will  have  their  commands  ready  for  action  at 
the  shortest  notice. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

A.  S.  MARVIN,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2~>,  IM-l — ;  p.  m. 
General  GRIFFIN: 

The  battery  on  the  road  looking  south  from  the  left  of  your  line  ought 
to  have  arrangements  made  so  that  it  can  be  covered  on  its  right  flank 
and  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  fire  to  the  right  if  necessary.     Will  you 
please  have  that  attended  tof 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ;?5,  1M-1 — //  p.  m. 
General  GRIFFIN: 

The  enemy  broke  in  on  General  Hancock's  right  to-night  near  Reams' 
Station,  so  as  to  cut  off  our  communication  from  herewith  him.  Our 
cavalry  still  hold  nearly  down  to  that  place,  and  will  remain  on  our 
flank.  General  Meade  has  directed  me  to  send  General  Crawford  with 
his  force  by  way  of  the  plank  road  to-night.  Willcox's  division  has 
already  gone,  and  White's  division  goes  with  Crawford.  I  shall  have 
to  depend  upon  your  two  divisions  and  the  artillery  to  hold  this  place. 
1  think  a  single  rank  behind  the  breast-works  is  amply  sufficient  to  do 
so,  and  Avish  the  troops  so  disposed  at  daylight,  putting  in  reserve  all 
that  can  be  withdrawn.  General  Griffin  will  mass  his  troops  con 
venient  to  his  left  and  center,  and  General  Ayres  near  his-present  head 
quarters.  All  provost  guards  will  be  put  in  the  line  behind  the  intrench-' 
ments,  and  whatever  men  (no  matter  what  duty  they  are  on)  that  can 
be  made  available  with  muskets.  The  enemy  may  attempt  to  get 
between  us  and  the  plank  road,  in  case  Hancock  falls  back  to  the  plank 
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road,  and  then  we  shall  have  to  fight  in  that  direction.  A  compara 
tively  small  slashing  and  breast-work  only  is  required  to  enable  us  to 
close  our  lines  on  that  side.  1  wish  to  put  all  the  axes  I  have  with  the 
men  of  the  reserve  force  early  in  the  morning  to  make  it.  I  have  already 
determined  where  it  is  to  be.  Captain  Cope  will  report  to  General 
Griffin  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  direct  any  working  party  that 
General  Griffin  may  furnish. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  Geiientl,  Com  mantling. 
(Same  to  General  Ayres.) 


CIRCULAR.]  llDQRS.    FlRST    DIVISION,    FIFTH    CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brigade  commanders  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move 
at  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  The  slashing  parties  will  assemble  at 
headquarters  First  Brigade  at  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  All  provost 
guards  and  pioneer  parties  will  be  held  ready  to  put  behind  the  breast 
works  in  case  of  an  action.  A  stall'  officer  from  these  headquarters  will 
be  at  First  Brigade  headquarters  to  give  direction  to  any  working 
parties. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Griffin: 

W.  S.  DAVIS, 
Actiiuj  ANfiinttint  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  x/5,  1S64 — 11  a.  in. 
General  AIRES: 

GENERAL:  Will  you  have  the  picket-line  of  General  Bragg's  brigade 
replaced  by  those  at  present  under  your  command. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2:~>,  1X64 — 2.10   )>.  m. 
General  AYRES: 

Please  send  out  at  once  and  relieve  General  Willcox's  pickets.     His 
division  is  all  wanted  in  reserve. 
Respectfully, 

.       G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2~>,  1864. 

I  sent  out  the  men  according  to  this  order.  General  Potter  had 
already  relieved  the  pickets  of  Willcox.  As  my  line  runs  around  the 
palisades  it  is  very  long.  Shall  I  relieve  the  pickets  sent  out  by 
Genera*  Potter? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25, 1S6L 
Lieut,  G.  L.  CHOISY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

SIR:  The  officer  sent  by  me  to  remain  on  my  picket-line  through  the 
night  to  observe  and  report,  states  that  he  heard  frequently,  after 
midnight,  wagon  trains  of  the  enemy  moving  in  our  front  toward  the 
right  of  our  line. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 
General  CRAWFORD: 

You  will  immediately  proceed  "with  your  division  back  to  the  Tem 
ple  house,  thence  south  on  the  plank  road  to  the  road  to  Reams'  Sta 
tion,  and  then  along  that  road  to  the  support  of  General  Hancock.  You 
will  have  command  also  of  General  White's  division,  which,  I  believe, 
will  join  you  here,  and  also  two  brigades  of  Mott's  division,  now  at 
Williams'  house.  The  enemy  broke  through  Hancock's  right  to-night. 
Willcox's  division  may  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  drive  the  enemy 
back,  but  he  will  probably  need  more  re-enforcements. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


ORDERS.]       HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

Align  tit  25,  18(>-l — 11.15  p.  >n. 

Brigade  commanders  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Ninth  Massa 
chusetts  Battery  will  have  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move  imme 
diately. 

By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.)       HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  186-1 — 12  p.  m. 

Brigade  commanders   will  allow  their  troops  to  lie  on  their  arms 
until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864—11.40  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  BRAGG, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  desires  you  to  take  command 
of  the  First  Brigade  (Colonel  McCoy),  in  addition  to  your  own  brigade, 
during  the  movement  now  in  contemplation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


494  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS   ARMY    OF    THE    POTOMAC, 

August  25,  186-1 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

General  Hancock  reports,  at  11.20  a.  in.,  that  some  force  of  the  enemy 
has  passed  around  his  left  and  broke  through  Gregg's  line,  running 
from  the  Weldon  railroad  to  the  plank  road.  Gregg  is  looking  after 
them,  but  you  had  better  caution  all  your  command  to  get  under  arms. 
If  you  have  anything  about  the  Williams  house,  see  to  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

I  understand  General  Meade  has  just  left  your  headquarters.  "Will 
you  send  him  the  substance  of  the  dispatch  1  sent  you?  Say  Warren 
was  notified  by  Hancock,  and  thnt  1  have  notified  Mott  to  get  all  his 
command  under  arms  and  be  ready  with  it  or  the  larger  part  of  it  to 
move  in  any  direction.  Have  informed  him  of  Hancock's  dispatch.  I 
have  notified  Kautz  and  have  ordered  all  the  cavalry  here  under  arms 
to  send  to  the  plank  road. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Auf/UNt  25,  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Headquarters  Ninth  Corps: 

[  have  directed  Mott  to  send  some  troops  down  the  plank  road  to 
protect  Hancock's  rear,  which  is  threatened  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  1 
have  directed  him  to  take  one  of  your  batteries  now  at  the  Williams 
house.  Please  give  the  necessary  orders  on  this  point,  and  get  White 
and  Willcox  ready  as  soon  as  you  can  for  immediate  movement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Com mandina. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1861 — 1.15  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

• 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  on  my 
front  during  the  night  nor  up  to  this  time.  The  slashing  in  the  front 
has  been  continued.  Two  batteries  are  being  constructed  in  my  front. 
I  now  hold  about  two  miles  and  a  quarter  of  line.  The  Fourth  Divis 
ion  on  the  right  occupies  2,600  yards.  The  Second  Division  (Potter's) 
is  now  relieving  White's  (the  First),  and  will  hold  the  rest  of  the  line. 
This  will  give  me  Willcox  and  White  free  to  move. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1MJ. — 2.30  p.  in. 
Major-General  PARKE  : 

You  will  please  order  Willcox  at  once  to  move,  down  the  plank  road 
and  take  position  on  that  road  at  the  forks  of  the  road  to  Reams'  Station. 
This  is,  I  believe,  near  a  place  called  Chay's  or  Cay's  [Shay's)  Tavern. 
There  are  several  roads  leading  to  Reams',  but  I  refer  to  the  first  main 
or  practicable  road  below  the  Williams  house.  He  can  take  three  bat 
teries  with  him.  Let  him  communicate  and  report  to  Hancock  when 
he  arrives  there. 

GEO.  (i.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
August  25,  ltiti-i — 10  p.  m.     (Received  10.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  send  a  staff  officer 
to  communicate  with  General  Hancock  and  ascertain  if  lie  desires  re- 
enforcements,  and  if  he  does,  that  yon  send  White's  division  to  his 
support.  Inform  him  of  its  strength.  Warren  is  similarly  directed  in 
respect  to  Crawford's  division.  General  Hancock  is  ordered  to  with 
draw  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Williams  house.  .Request  the  staff  officer  to 
obtain  all  the  information  concerning  the  last  attack  and  the  condition 
of  affairs  with  Hancock,  and  telegraph  it  to  these  headquarters  upon 
the  return  of  your  stall'  ollicer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 10.15  p.  m. 
Major-Gen eral  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Since  my  dispatch  of  10  p.  in.  a  staff  officer  has  arrived  from  Gen 
eral  Hancock's  headquarters.  The  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  send  White's  division  to  Hancock's  support  at  once.  Crawford 
will  take  command  of  White's  division  as  well  as  his  own. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augmt  25,  18C>4— 10.50  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

We  have  been  hearing  an  unusual  amount  of  picket-firing  on  our  right. 
Thinking  it  in  front  of  Ferrero  [I  sent]  to  him,  but  his  staff'  officer  [says| 
it  [is]  not  on  his  front,  but  still  farther  to  the  right. 


G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  WARREN: 

I  have  125  men  on  picket  immediately  on  your  right,  belonging  to 
Willcox's  division,  and  apparently  covering  your  front.  Can  yon  con 
veniently  relieve  these  men,  as  Willcox  is  under  orders  for  immediate 
movement  ? 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  Gen  era  I. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864—2.45  p.  m. 
General  PARKE: 

I  have  jnst  sent  word  to  General  Ayres  to  relieve  Willcox's  skir 
mishers. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General, 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  ~;.-7,  1^64. 
General  WARREN: 

Have  you  any  news  from  Hancock  ? 

PARKE, 


AUGUST  25,  1804 — 0.10  p.  in. 
Major-General  PARKE,  Commanding  Kinlh  Corps: 

General  Warren  is  temporarily  absent.     Nothing  has  been  received 
from  General  Hancock  since  the  heavy  iiring  began. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

I  have  been  directed  to  send  White's  division  to  the  support  of  Gen 
eral  Hancock.  The  dispatch  states  that  Crawford  will  take  command 
of  White's  division  as  well  as  his  own.  Please  inform  me  where  Craw 
ford  may  be  found  in  order  that  White  may  report  to  him. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 10.45  p.  in. 
General  PARKE: 

You  had  better  send  a  stall'  officer  to  me  to  find  out  where  General 
Crawford  is. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — No  other  news  except  that  General  Meade  says  the  enemy 
broke  through  Hancock's  right.  Willcox's  division  may  be  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  drive  the  enemy  back,  but  he  will  probably  need  more 
re-enforcements, 

G.  K.  W, 
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HEADQUARTERS    NINTH    ARMY   CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 1.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  Dins-ion: 

GENERAL:  I  wish  you  to  relieve  General  White's  division,  both  on 
his  main  line  and  picket-line,  and  also  make  arrangements  to  relieve 
the  picket  line  of  the  Third  Division.  Please  have  a  sharp  lookout  kept 
in  your  front  and  report  as  soon  as  possible  the  state  of  affairs  in  your 
front.  Please  hold  your  men  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

JNO.  G.  PARKK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
Reams'  /Station,  August  25,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Division,  Ninth  Corps: 

For  security  here  I  wish  you  would  march  your  division,  with  per 
haps  a  battery  of  artillery  and  no  wagons,  to  this  point  rapidly.  Look 
out  for  both  Hanks  when  you  arrive  near  me,  if  you  hear  any  tiring  in 
the  neighborhood. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 6.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  /Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps  : 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has 
decided  to  send  out  a  force  toward  the  enemy's  supposed  position  at 
the  fork  of  the  stage  and  Reams'  Station  roads,  to  ascertain  whether 
any  infantry  is  in  our  front,  and,  if  possible,  to  drive  away  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  in  order  to  give  us  earlier  information  should  any  considerable 
force  advance.  The  general  will  give  you  a  good  brigade  of  infantry 
with  all  of  your  own  force  you  can  get  together,  and  wishes  you  to 
arrange  the  necessary  preliminaries  before  he  sees  you.  He  will  be  at 
your  headquarters  during  the  course  of  an  hour. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  /Staff. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1864 — 8.45  a.  m.     (Received  0.15  a.  m.) 
Forwarded  for  the  information  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant.     1  think 
this  is  Pickett's  division  going  to  take  Mahoue's  place. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  25,  1864 — 8.20  a.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  8  a.  m.  fourteen  cars 
heavily  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Siyval  Officer. 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 
32  E  E — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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IN  THE  FIELD,  August  25,  1864. 
Major-Gcnerul  HALLECK, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  am  about  to  go  North,  by  leave  of  General  Grant,  to  probate  my 
brother's  will,  which  caimot  be  done  without  my  personal  presence. 
There  are  matters  of  business  connected  with  my  command  and  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  which  will  require  me  to  visit  Washington. 
llave  L  permission  to  do  so  2 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  25,  1864. 
Lieutenan  t-General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

The  enemy  made  a  charge  on  our  picket-line  early  this  morning, 
because  of  the  information  of  some  deserters  who  went  over  last  night 
saying  that  our  troops  were  all  moving  away.  Thereupon  General 
Pickett  is  reported  saying  that  he  wanted  to  straighten  his  line  near 
Ware  Bottom  Church,  and  made  a  charge  for  that  purpose  with  a  very 
strong  skirmish  line.  For  the  moment  our  pickets  were  pressed  back, 
but  they  recovered  and  charged  in  return,  and  retook  all  our  own 
picket-line  and  part  of  theirs.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  pretty  large. 
Ours  I  have  not  yet  learned,  but  it  is  trifling.  We  have  captured 
fifteen  prisoners. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1861—12.30  o'clock. 
Lieutenant-Genera]  GRANT: 

General  Birney  reports  that  he  has  re-established  his  picket-line, 
which  was  forced  back  by  a  charge  from  the  enemy;  that  in  a  charge 
in  return  he  has  taken  50  prisoners — two  commissioned  officers.  We  have 
also  five  deserters.  Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  trifling.  It  was  a 
plucky  little  affair  on  the  part  of  General  Foster.  As  all  seems  to  be 
going  right  now  I  will,  at  2  o'clock,  start  North.  A  telegram  will  reach 
me  at  Willard's,  or  at  the  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  if  you  should  desire 
to  communicate  with  me.  I  have  turned  over  the  command  to  General 
Ord,  the  senior,  during  my  absence. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  25,  1864 — 8.06  p.  m. 
Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City  Point: 

General  Birney's  report  of  the  attack  on  his  line  this  morning  shows 
our  loss  as  1  killed,  16  wounded,  and  14  missing.  The  enemy's  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  must  have  been  more  than  double  our  loss,  as  they 
attacked  us  in  our  rifle-pits.  We  captured  61  prisoners. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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MEMORANDUM  ORDER.]      IN  THE  FIELD,  August  25,  186-1 — i  p.  m. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  the  commanding  general  the  com 
mand  of  the  Department  ami  Army  of  the  James  will  be  devolved  upon 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  :*~>,  1S(>L — ,'J  p.  ni. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  HOWARD, 

Chief  Quartermaster^  Bermuda  Landing: 

The  Eighteenth  Corps  has  moved  to  north  side  of  the  Appomattox. 

It.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  <ind  Anniatant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  25,  IStil — cS.,70  a.  m. 

Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:    The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  and  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

B ATTIC KV  No.  3,  August  ,:J,  ISG-t — S.JO  a.  ?«. 
Captain  N[OKTON]  : 

The  tiring  has  ceased.     The  enemy  hold  ]iart  of  our  pits   in  woods  to  our  left  of 
Battery  3.     General  Foster  has  just  sent  u  force  to  retake  them. 

BAKER, 
Ser gaunt,  Signal  Corps. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  /Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  25,  1S64. 

Major-General  BUTLER: 

GENERAL:  I  would  respectfully  state  that  picket-firing  has  been  re 
ported  along  our  whole  line,  from  right  to  left,  and  appears  to  have  been 
commenced  by  our  own  men. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

L.  B.  NORTON, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIKGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  25,  1861 — 3.55  p.  m. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER,  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following1  rebel  message  was  intercepted  from  the 
Archer  house  station : 

HEADQUARTKKS  PICKKTT'S  DIVISION, 

August  'J5,  ISO-i — 'J  p.  m. 
General  BKAUREGARD: 

I  have  felt  tlie  enernv's  line  in  my  front  and  discover  them  in  force  along  my  line. 

G.  E.  PICKETT,' 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
Respectfully, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

(Copy  to  General  Grant.) 


BATTERY  3,  August  2?>,  18(14 — L25 p.  m. 
Cai>tain  NORTON: 

The  enemy  opened  with  one  heavy  gun.     We  are  replying. 

BAKER, 
Sergeant.  Signal  Corps. 

SPECIAL  ORDEIJS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  233.  (  In  the  Field,  V«.,  August  ;?J,  1864. 

******* 

VI.  Brigadier-General  Ames,  with  his  division,  will  relieve  tke  col 
ored  troops  now  stationed  near  the  signal  tower.  These  colored  troops, 
upon  being  relieved  by  General  Ames'  division,  will  relieve  all  the  col 
ored  troops  now  serving  with  Major-General  Ord.  The  colored  troops 
now  serving  with  General  Ord,  upon  being  relieved,  will  relieve  General 
Foster's  command  at  Deep  Bottom. 

******* 

XVI.  The  Second  Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  will  be  sent 
without  delay  to  relieve  the  regiments  of  100-days'  men  now  at  Fort 
Pocahontas.    The  latter  regiments,  upon  being  relieved,  will  be  placed 
en  route  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  preparatory  to  being  sent  home  to  be 
mustered  out.     Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

XVII.  The  brigade  consisting  of  the  Twenty-third,  Twenty-fifth,  and 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Ninth  New  Jersey  Vol 
unteers,  will  be  sent  to  North  Carolina,  reporting  to  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N. 
Palmer,  commanding  District  of  North  Carolina,  who  will  order  the 
One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  Ninth 
Vermont  Volunteers,  to  be  sent  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  report  to 
Major-General  Ord,  commanding  Eighteenth  Corps.     Two  of  the  first- 
named  regiments  will  be  sent  first,  and  the  transportation  which  takes 
them  will  bring  back  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  Vol 
unteers;  then  the  next  two  regiments  will  be  sent,  and  the  same  trans 
portation  bring  back  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers.     The  quarter 
master's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation,  and  the 
movements  will  be  made  as  promptly  as  possible. 
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XIX.  The  detachment  of  Ohio  IOC-days'  men,  at  Bermuda  Land 
ing,  will,  as  soon  as  relieved  by  a  company  of  the  First  New  York  Vol 
unteer  Engineers,  together  with  the  detachment  of  the  same  regiment 
now  at  City  Point,  be  placed  en  route  for  Washington,  preparatory  to 
being  mustered  out.  Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  trans 
portation. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IIDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1664 — 5.40  a.  m.     (Received  0  a.  m.) 
General  BIRNEY: 

If  the  enemy  are  in  earnest  you  will  next  hear  of  them  on  your  left- 
Look  to  that  a  little. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

It  was  reported  to  me,  between  1  and  2  a.  in.  to-day,  that  only  700  of 
the  1,800  that  started  yesterday  to  relieve  Ames  reported;  the  rest 
straggled  on  the  road,  so  that  I  did  not  relieve  Ames.  I  will  order  sueli 
as  were  relieved  to  be  forwarded  at  once.  General  Meade  informed  me 
yesterday  he  had  positive  information  that  Mahone  was  to  relieve 
Pickctt,  and  I  concluded  the  force  in  my  front  to  be  Pickett's.  Shall  I 
send  General  Ames,  now,  out  of  the  trenches? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1864 — 6.40  a.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

Forwarded  for  the  information  of  General  Birney. 
Do  you  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  bring  Ames  out  of  the  trenches? 
What  could  cause  so  much  straggling? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  : 

I  only  wish  Ames  to  consummate  the  exchange.    I  feel  quite  confident 
of  holding  my  front  with  my  present  force. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

Ord  does  not  like  to  let  Ames  go  this  morning.    Must  you  have  him, 
or,  in  other  words,  is  the  movement  in  your  front  overf 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1S64. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  Department : 

In  executing  ray  order  to  charge  and  retake  the  line  from  enemy 
we  captured  30  privates  and  2  commissioned  officers.  This  makes,  I 
think,  some  50  altogether.  My  lines  are  re-established. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1S64. 
Major- General  BUTLER, 

Commanding : 

General  Foster,  commanding  Turner's  division,  reports  an  attack  on 
his  picket- line  at  several  points,  but  that  it  has  not  been  forced  in. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augufit  25,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding : 

We  send  you  three  prisoners.  During  the  assault  they  held  for  a 
while  a  portion  of  our  trenched  picket-line.  We  have  retaken  all  but 
one  point,  and  will  take  that.  They  advanced  with  a  line  almost  of 
battle. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 8.45  a.  m. 
General  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Corps  : 

Will  any  of  your  corps  be  sent  to  relieve  part  of  mine  to-day  ?  I 
should  know  beforehand  and  the  time  to  expect  them.  Of  the  two  bri 
gades  of  General  Terry's  division,  one  1,000  and  the  other  800,  only  700 
arrived  during  the  night  in  time  to  relieve  a  part  of  General  Ames' 
division.  To  prevent  such  straggling  in  the  night  is  difficult.  General 
Ames,  with  1,500  men,  is  on  the  road  and  should  cross  the  Appomattox 
before  11  a.  m.  The  remainder  of  his  division  will  march  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  relieved  by  General  Terry's. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

Augmt  25,  1S64. 
Major-General  ORD: 

Directly  General  Ames  arrives  I  will  send  3,000  men.  There  must 
be  some  mistake  as  to  straggling  in  Terry's  division.  These  men  will 
reach  you  by  dusk  and  relieve  as  many  of'yours.  The  enemy  made  a 
sharp  and  determined  attack  on  my  advanced  line  today;  that  will 
make  me  caret ul  in  changing. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1801 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

General  Ames'  division  has  arrived  here;  you  had  better  order  the 
colored  brigade  to  march. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major -General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  Augmt  25,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  11.30  a.  in.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

What  is  your  loss  in  this  morning's  operations? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  Department : 

My  losses  are  trifling  in  killed  and  wounded  .and  a  few  prisoners. 
The  rebels  lost  severely  in  wounded  and  some  fifty  prisoners.  Will 
send  in  report  as  soon  as  I  can  get  it.  Terry  has  got  his  command  all 
in  trenches  now.  Have  placed  several  colonels  in  arrest  for  the  strag 
gling.  Will  stop  it  in  a  little  while. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

In  the  Field,  August  25,  1864.     (Received  11.4f>  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps: 

Have  you  received  special  order  arranging  the  movements  of  the 
colored  troops  I     It  is  almost  exactly  what  you  mention  in  your  last 
telegraph  to  General  Butler. 
By  command,  &c. : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


504  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.   VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1861—12.20  p.  m. 
Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutan  t-  Genera  I  : 

I  have  uot  received  the- special  order,  but  understand  that  the  col 
ored  troops  at  signal  tower  have  been  ordered  to  Deep  Bottom.  I 
understood  that  a  demoralized  brigade  with  General  Ord,  under  General 
Paine,  was  to  go  to  Deep  Bottom,  and  that  I  was  to  take  the  signal 
tower  troops  with  me. 

D.  B.  BIttXEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  BIRNEY: 
The  following  dispatch  was  received  from  department  headquarters: 

By  a  mistake  the  special  order  referred  to  was  not  sent  you.  It  is  as  follows: 
"Brigadier-General  Ames,  with  his  division,  will  relieve  the  colored  troops  now  at 
the  signal  station.  These  troops,  on  being  relieved,  will  relieve  all  the  colored  troops 
now  with  General  Ord.  The  colored  troops  now  with  General  Ord  will  relievo  Gen 
eral  Foster's  command." 
Respectfully, 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

You  will  take  command  of  the  colored  troops  mentioned  as  being 
now  at  signal  station,  and  take  them  with  you  when  you  move. 
By  order  of  Major- General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

The  colored  troops  now  in  the  command  of  Major-General  Ord  are 
ordered,  upon  being  relieved,  to  relieve  General  Foster. 

K.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  had  expected  to  take  the  colored  regiments  near  signal  tower  with 
me  to  Petersburg,  and  that  (the)  colored  brigade  with  General  Ord 
would  go  to  Deep  Bottom.  I  expect  to  need  them  there  if  General 
Ord's  report  of  Terry's  division  is  correct. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 3.W  p.  m. 
General  ORD: 

All  of  my  colored  troops  have  marched  to  relieve  all  of  your  colored 
troops  that  are  to  march  to  Deep  Botton  to  relieve  Foster's  brigade 
there. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Maior-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Have  gun-boats  been  ordered  above  the  pontoon  bridge? 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Corps : 

I  have  ordered  Graham  to  send  up  his  boats  and  request  Captain 
Smith  to  send  up  boats.  It  looks  as  if  the  rebs  intended  making  an 
attack  on  our  front. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 6.20  p.  m. 
General  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps : 

I  telegraphed  General  Meade  to  know  if  his  necessities  on  the  left 
made  more  men  necessary  to  him,  and  he  replied  that  he  is  not  posted 
as  to  the  result  of  this  evening's  battle,  but  as  General  Hancock  has 
repulsed  several  attacks  to-day  he  thinks  the  last  must  have  resulted 
the  same.  As  Hancock  can  do  no  more  damage  to  the  railroad  he  will 
be  withdrawn.  For  this  reason  I  have  ordered  General  Paine  to  report 
to  you  with  his  troops  (three  regiments)  as  soon  as  they  could  be  relieved 
and  march  over.  You  can  place  him  where  his  services  will  be  most 
needed. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


OLD  HEADQUARTERS  [EIGHTEENTH]  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY  : 

Upon  reflection  I  think  that  3,000  colored  troops  are  more  needed  on 
this  front  than  yours,  and  shall  keep  them  unless  I  receive  information 
from  General  Meade  they  will  not  be  needed.  A  severe  battle  has 
been  going  on  all  evening  on  our  extreme  left. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  25,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  TERRY, 

Commanding  Division,  Tenth  Corps : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Ord  to  ask  yon  to  re 
enforce  as  soon  as  possible  that  portion  of  the  line  of  trenches  from 
which  General  Ames  has  been  relieved,  with  the  full  number  of  men 
you  intend  shall  occupy  the  line.  You  will  also  please  relieve,  as  fast 
as  your  men  come  up,  that  portion  of  the  line  occupied  by  Colonel  Fair- 
child's  brigade.  The  movements  will  have  to  be  made  very  carefully 
in  order  to  prevent  drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Have  the  men  take 
the  bayonets  off  their  pieces,  and  use  all  means  of  concealment  in  pass 
ing  along  the  covered  ways  and  in  the  trenches.  Colonel  Fail-child 
and  staff'  will  render  you  every  assistance,  and  give  any  information 
you  may  desire  to  facilitate  you  in  relieving  the  trenches. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

THEODORA  READ, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY, 

Commanding  Division,  Tenth  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Ord  to  say  that  you 
need  not  keep  your  reserve  troops  formed  any  longer,  but  that  he  wishes 
•you  to  have  your  men  sleep  on  their  arms  in  readiness  for  any  night 
attack,  and  that  you  have  all  your  troops  under  arms  half  an  hour 
before  daylight,  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 
Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     HDQRS.  3o  BRIG.,  IST  Div.,  IOTH  A.  C., 

No.  105.  )  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  August  25,  18G4. 

******* 

II.  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  corps  headquarters  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  will  proceed  to  corps  headquarters, 
using  all  possible  dispatch,  and  report  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Tenth  Army  Corps. 

III.  Col.  G.  B.  Dandy  will  at  once  proceed  with  his  command  to 
headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps.     They  will  move  in  heavy  marching 
order  with  shelter-tents,  knapsacks,  &c. 

IV.  The  commanding  otlicer  of  the  Eleventh  Maine  Volunteers  will 
at  once  proceed  with  his  command  to  corps  headquarters.     They  will 
move  in  heavy  marching  order  with  shelter-tents,  knapsacks,  &c. 

By  order  of  Col.  H.  M.  Plaistcd,  Eleventh  Maine  Volunteers,  com 
manding  brigade: 

[TIIOS.  F.  EDMANDS,] 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1804. 
Brigadier-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  is  ordered  to  report 
to  you  for  the  purpose  of  fully  manning  the  three  advanced  redoubts, 
the  holding  of  which  he  regards  as  vital  to  the  line. 
Respectfully. 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Corps: 

The  casualties  in  this  division,  in  the  skirmish  of  this  morning,  were 
1  killed,  115  wounded.  14  missing. 

E.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  August  25,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL  :  General  Ord  reports  that  in  marching  to  his  headquarters 
with  two  brigades,  out  of  1,800  men  General  Terry  only  arrived  with 
700.  This  is  extraordinary  even  for  straggling.  The  major-general 
commanding  wishes  you  in  marching  over  to  use  extraordinary  precau 
tions.  Commanding  officers  of  brigades,  regiments,  and  companies 
should  march  at  rear  of  their  commands.  Knapsacks  and  camp  mat 
ters  can  be  transported  by  supply  trains,  and  the  division  so  marched 
as  to  keep  every  man  in  the  ranks.  He  wishes  you  to  instruct  your 
officers  in  this  matter,  and  show  that  the  corps  can  inarch  as  well  as 
tight.  Major-General  Ord  makes  a  very  severe  report  as  to  the  First 
Division.  The  column  should  be,  by  hourly  halts,  kept  closed  up. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 3.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  your  command 
is  relieved  by  General  Ames,  you  march  with  it  to  the  late  headquarters 
of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  before  Petersburg.  A  staff  officer  will  be  sent 
to  conduct  you.  You  will  please  send  word  when  you  are  ready  to 
march. 

Eespectfully, 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
General  FOSTER: 
Coine  on  as  soon  as  relieved. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1801 — 4.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  FOSTER  : 

You  will  not  be  relieved  by  General  Ames,  but  will  remain  on- the 
line  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER, 

Deep  Bottom  : 

Send  two  more  regiments  here  at  once. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assista nt  A dj u ta n t- G cnera I. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER, 

Spring  Hill: 

Be  prepared  for  an  attack  at  any  moment. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITB, 
Assista  nt  A  djutant-  General. 


HATCHER'S,  August  25,  1864 — 7.40  p.  m. 
Colonel  SMITH: 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  building  a  battery  in 
rear  of  Battery  No.  4,  to  tiie  left  of  the  road  and  the  right  of  Battery 
No.  5. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Colored  Brigade  : 

Upon  being  relieved  by  General  Ames'  division,  Eighteenth  Corps, 
you  will  march  across  pontoon  bridge  and  report  to  Brigadier-General 
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Terry,  near   headquarters    Eighteenth    Corps.      General    Ames   will 
relieve  your  pickets,  which  will  follow  you.     A  staff  officer  will  show 
you  the  route.     Every  precaution  will  be  used  against  straggling. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS   EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August.  25,  1861 — 7  a.  in. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  telegram  just  received  from  General  Butler: 

Mahone's  division  lias  re-enforced  I'ickett,  and  the,  enemy  are  making  attack  at 
Ware  Bottom  Clmrch.  Is  Ames  on  hia  march? 

I  answered  that — 

Only  7<)0  of  the  1,800  which  started  to  relieve  General  Ames'  division  were  reported 
at  1  a.  in.  to-day  as  having  arrived,  and  General  Ames'  men  are  not  relieved.  I  shall 
form  those  which  are  not  in  the  trenches,  and,  if  you  direct,  start  them. 

Will  General  Meade  give  General  Butler  information  as  to  Pickett's 
having  relieved  Ma-hone  in  my  front? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  186-1 — 7.25  a.  m. 
Major- General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.  We  have  no  deserters  or  others  that 
give  us  information  of  Pickett  having  relieved  Mahone.  Probably 
those  were  Pickett's  troops  seen  yesterday  afternoon  moving  out  of 
Petersburg  toward  the  intreuchments  south  of  the  lead-works. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Stuff. 


HEADQUARTERS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  last  information  we  have  of  Mahone  is  from  deserters  from  his 
division  on  the  night  of  the  23d.  lie  had  then  returned  to  his  former 
position  in  the  trenches. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD: 

You  may  send  over  here  as  much  of  Ames'  division  as  you  can. 
Caution  him  to  inarch  so  as  to  prevent  straggling.  If  you  can  relieve 
his  troops  without  loss  they  may  as  well  be  relieved.  Take  measures 
to  pick  up  the  stragglers  of  Terry's  division. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  Genera  I,  Co  mm  andiny. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
General  BUTLER: 

Five  of  my  batteries  started  last  night;  1,500  of  General  Ames'  men 
will  start  at  once,  if  not  countermanded.  They  were  relieved  by  about 
half  that  number. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 10.15  «.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Is  the  whole  of  your  corps  to  move  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appo 
mattox  upon  being  relieved  in  the  trenches  by  the  Tenth  Corps?  is 
the  Tenth  Corps  as  strong  as  the  Eighteenth,  or  stronger! 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  Third  Division,  colored,  goes  to  Deep  Bottom  nortli  of  the  James, 
Ames'  division  north  of  the  Appomattox,  and  Carr's  division  to  Spring 
Hill.  The  Tenth  Corps  is  stronger  than  mine. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1864 — 2.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps . 

All  the  available  troops  General  Mott  can  scrape  together  have  been 
sent  down  the  plank  road  to  the  intersection  of  the  Reams'  Station 
road,  as  General  Hancock  reported  the  enemy  had  broken  through 
Gregg's  line  from  the  Weldon  railroad  to  the  plank  road.  This  leaves 
General  Mott  with  a  very  thin  line.  In  arranging  for  the  transfer  of 
your  artillery  to  the  north  side  of  Appomattox  please  hold  in  mind  not 
to  get  our  contingent  batteries  into  the  works  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Your  dispatch  of  li.10  p.  in.  received,  and  will  be  attended  to. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

General  Butler  lias  just  sent  me  word  that  the  command  of  the 
department  devolves  upon  uie  in  his  temporary  absence. 

E.  O.  C.  OHD, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Augitxt  25,  1S6-1. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

I  have  just  received  the  dispatch  to  General  Pickett  which  was  in 
tercepted  by  our  signal  officers.  If  there  is  to  be  any  blowing  up  it 
will  probably  be  in  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  The  men  who  are 
likely  to  be  exposed,  however,  ought  to  be  notified,  so  they  will  not  be 
stampeded.  If  we  can  be  on  our  guard  when  a  mine,  is  sprung  the 
enemy  ought  to  be  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  Where  do  you 
understand  from  the  dispatch  the  explosion  is  to  take  place? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Auyust  25,  1861 — 7.50  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

In  addition  to  the  troops  in  my  trenches  I  have  a  reserve  of  six 
regiments  colored  troops,  three  of  them  pretty  good  regiments.  If 
General  Hancock  is  pressed  back,  or  immediate  necessity  arises  for 
these  troops,  they  are  at  your  service  with  three  days'  rations  and  100 
rounds  of  ammunition.  I  think  the  intercepted  dispatch  intended  to 
draw  our  force  over  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  where  Gen 
eral  Birney  is  in  command  with  7,500  men,  and  who  is  prepared  for  an 
attack.  If  you  require  iny  reserve  force  please  send  officers  to  pilot 
them. 

E.  O.  C.  ORU, 

Major-  General. 

P.  S.— How  goes  the  battle? 

E.  O.  C.  O. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  25,  1861 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD: 

Many  thanks  for  your  offer  of  troops.  I  shall  not,  need  them.  The 
appearance  of  the  enemy  in  such  heavy  force  will  prevent  any  further 
destruction  of  the  railroad,  and  Hancock  will  be  withdrawn  to-night 
within  our  lines.  I  have  not  heard  recently  from  the  Held,  but  just 
before  I  left  he  had  repulsed  several  vigorous  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
inflicting  heavy  loss  on  him.  Soon  after  I  left  the  heavy  artillery 
firing  commenced,  the  result  of  which  has  not  been  reported.  Willcox's 
division,  Ninth  Corps,  was  near  Hancock,  moving  up  to  his  support 
when  1  left.  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  punished  the  enemy  severely,  and 
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am  only  sorry  I  have  to  withdraw  him,  as  our  boys  like  nothing  better 
than  to  get  the  rebels  to  charge  their  breast-works.  1  don't  under 
stand  Beauregard's  dispatch.  Hoke  has  only  one  division.  It  looks 
as  it'  it  was  intended  as  a  blind. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  G  en  eral. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  ^5,  ISti-l — >  }>.  w. 
Major-General  ORD: 

The  following  is  from  the  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill,  timed  4.45 
p.  m.: 

Fourteen  cars,  partly  loaded  with  troops,  just  passed  the  .Junction  toward   Rich 
mond. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Naff. 


BUTLER'S  HMADQUARTERS, 

August  ^.-J,  186 1. 
Major-General  ORD  : 

The  rebel  dispatch  I  sent  you  indicates  that  they  intend  attacking 
on  this  front.  I  have  requested  gun-boats  to  go  up  Appomattox.  I 
have  sent  all  the  information  I  have  received  to  General  Birney  for  his 
information.  General  Butler  being  absent,  you  are  in  command.  1  will 
forward  you  all  information  I  receive. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  £a,  IStiL — .-J  p.  m.     (Received  5.2U  p.  in.) 
Colonel  SHAFFER: 

Warn  the  troops  upon  any  point  of  the  line  likely  to  be  mined.  Place 
strong  reserves  with  artillery  in  rear  of  such  points.  Have  the  men 
and  guns  in  the  advance  work  likely  to  be  mined  withdrawn  under 
cover  of  a  second  line.  The  colored  troops  on  the  way  here  will  be  sent 
back,  except  a  garrison  for  the  fort  at  this  end  of  the  pontoon  bridge. 
General  Birney  will  be  notified  by  you  to  remain  in  charge  between  the 
James  and  Appomattox. 

ORD, 
Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

General   BIRNEY: 

I  send  the  following  [above]  dispatch  for  your  information  and  in 
struction. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864 — (J.25  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHAFFER: 

From  the  best  information  you  have  where  do  you  suppose  General 
Picketttobef 

ORD, 
Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  25,  1864 — 6.55  p.  m. 
General  ORD: 
I  have  no  doubt  he  is  on  this  front  near  the  left  of  our  line. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  25,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  ORD: 

Pickett's  division  and  Thomas'  brigade  of  Georgia  troops  are  known 
to  be  on  this  front.  I  cannot,  however,  see  where  they  could  possibly 
have  a  mine  on  this  front  unless  under  one  advanced  redoubt  we  have. 
Possibly  the  mine  may  be  on  south  side  Appomattox.  General  Birney 
will  be  fully  prepared  for  them  here. 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and -Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Maj.  THEODORE  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  our  lookouts  report  no  move 
ments  of  the  enemy  visible  in  our  front. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CARR, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  Division  : 

Major-General  Ord  directs  that  you  be  prepared  for  assault  at  a 
moment's  notice,  and  have  your  reserves  under  arms  at  once. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  SEWARD, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

33  B  R— VOL  XLII,  PT  II 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR,  First  Division  : 

I  am  instructed  by  Major- General  Ord  to  say  that  you  need  not  keep 
your  reserves  formed  any  longer,  but  that  he  wishes  you  to  have  your 
troops  sleep  on  their  arms,  in  preparation  lor  any  night  attack.  Half  an 
hour  before  daylight  to-morrow  you  will  have  all  your  troops  under  arms 
and  ready  for  any  emergency.  You  will  also  have  100  rounds  of  am 
munition  per  man  on  your  side  of  the  creek,  in  order  that  you  may 
suffer  no  inconvenience  in  case  of  a  rain.  Your  troops  that  have  been 
in  reserve  in  rear  of  General  Ames'  front  have  been  relieved  and  or 
dered  to  report  to  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  BEAD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  CARR, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 
GENERAL  :  Major-General  Ord  directs  me  to  say  that  he  expects 
your  command  to  be  relieved  to-night,  and  he  desires  you  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  and  to  march  your  division,  train  in  advance,  across 
the  Appomattox.  Your  division  is  to  relieve  General  Foster's,  late  Gen 
eral  Turner's,  division.  You  will  send  a  staff  officer  at  once  to  the 
place  occupied  by  the  division,  to  learn  the  localities  and  select  camps 
and  quarters.  I  shall  probably  relieve  the  men  in  your  trenches  by 
colored  troops  now  on  this  side  the  Appomattox.  Please  report  at 
these  headquarters  in  person  as  soon  as  you  can,  for  further  instruc 
tions. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  SHARPE, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


CIRCULAR.]    HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brigade  commanders  will  have  their  troops  sleep  on  their  arms  to^ 
night,  in  readiness  to  meet  any  attack  that  may  be  made.  Half  an  hour 
before  daylight  to-morrow  morning  the  troops  will  stand  to  their  arms 
in  readiness  for  any  emergency.  Brigade  commanders  will  also  see 
that  their  commands  are  supplied  with  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  per 
man. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Carr: 

J.  JOHNSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]    HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brigade  commanders  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Carr: 

J.  JOHNSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  IM-'i. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  AMES, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL,:  General  Ord  wishes  you  to  march  your  men  through  the 
ravine  or  valley  a  little  to  the  left  of  his  headquarters,  and  all  the  way 
to  cover  them,  if  possible,  from  the  enemy.  Relieve  your  division  this 
morning  from  the  trenches  if  you  can  do  so  with  safety,  and  march 
them  across  the  Appomattox  as  fast  as  you  can  do  so.  Please  report 
as  you  start.  Be  careful  to  prevent  straggling. 
Respectfully, 

S.  S.  SEWARD, 
Major  and  Aide-dc-Camp. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Hatcher's,  August  25,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  three  brigades  of  my 
command  are  in  line  at  proper  intervals  from  Battery  No.  (>,  on  the 
right,  to  the  Appomattox  River,  ready  to  move  to  any  point  at  a  mo 
ment's  notice  in  case  they  should  be  called  upon  to  resist  an  attack. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  AMES, 
Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

Brigadier- General  Ames  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  his  command 
reached  the  bridge  at  10.40.  The  command  was  all  up;  very  little 
straggling.  General  Ames  intends  crossing  at  once,  and  will  report 
temporarily  to  Major- General  Birney. 

W.  H.  ABEL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  AMES, 

Commanding  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

GENERAL:  Brigadier-General  Birney's  command  is  ordered  to  return 
to  the  intrenchments.  He  will  take  position  on  the  left,  relieving  your 
force,  so  that  you  can  have  ample  reserves  for  the  exposed  points  near 
the  center. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney  : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  25,  1864. 

Brigadier-Geiieral  AMES:  , 

General  Ord  has  countermauded  the  order  for  Birney's  brigade  to 
come  back.    Colonel  Grubb,  commanding  Spring  Hill,  reports  a  rebel 
column  moving  toward  our  front  (Battery  3,  old). 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

N^ear  Petersburg,  Fir/..,  August  25,  186-1. 

Col.  E.  WRIGHT, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  inform  you 
that  your  command  will  be  relieved  to-night  as  soon  as  it  is  dark 
enough  to  do  it  with  safety.  You  will  send  two  staff  officers  to  these 
headquarters  to  conduct  the  colored  troops,  who  are  to  relieve  regi 
ments  of  your  command,  to  their  position  on  the  line.  You  will  cause 
your  camp  to  be  struck,  wagons  loaded  and  moved  to  the  rear  of  divis 
ion  headquarters  in  tho  open  space,  and  see  that  your  command  is 
ready  to  be  put  in  motion  as  soon  as  relieved,  when  you  will  form 
your  brigade  in  the  rear  of  division  headquarters.  On  the  march 
the  trains  will  precede  the  columns.  Every  precaution  will  be  taken 
to  prevent  straggling.  Company  and  regimental  commanders  will 
march  in  the  rear  of  their  respective  commands.  The  rear  guard 
will  march  in  the  rear  of  the  brigade  to  urge  forward  all  stragglers. 
You  will  march  in  the  rear  of  your  command,  accompanied  by  the 
senior  medical  officer,  who  will  allow  none  to  leave  the  ranks  or 
be  put  upon  ambulances,  unless  their  condition  absolutely  requires 
it.  Your  assistant  adjutant-general,  accompanied  by  an  orderly, 
will  move  at  the  head  of  the  column  to  receive  orders  for  the  general 
direction  of  the  troops.  You  will  allow  the  column  to  rest  for  ten 
minutes  occasionally,  being  careful  to  notify  your  command  of  the 
length  of  the  rest,  and  also  being  careful  to  select  open  ground  where 
there  are  no  trees  nor  bushes,  so  that  none  may  be  left  behind  asleep 
and  be  overlooked. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOLON  A.  CARTEK, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — If  you  have  employment  for  your  staff  officers,  officers  from 
these  headquarters  will  put  the  troops  in  line. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Fa.,  August  25,  1864. 

Col.  E.  WRIGHT, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  By  direction  of  the  general  commanding  you  will  have 
your  command  formed  as  soon  as  possible  after  being  relieved  in  the 
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immediate  vicinity  of  your  own  headquarters.     You  will  see  that  they 
are  supplied  with  seven  days'  rations  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition 
upon  their  person.    Division  headquarters  will  be  there  in  a  short  time. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOLON  A.  CARTER, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  Auyit'xt  2C>,  18C4 — lo  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  IT.  W.  HALLECK. 

\Vaahinyton,  D.  C. : 

I  have  no  report  of  casualties  yet  from  operations  yesterday  near 
Keams'  Station.  Orders  were  given  during  the  day  for  General  Han 
cock  to  return,  but,  being  pressed  by  the  enemy,  he  could  not  do  so  until 
night.  Frequent  assaults  were  repulsed,  but  just  before  night  the 
enemy  carried  one  point  of  the  line  and  captured  eight  pieces  of  artil 
lery.  The  staff  officer,  who  gives  the  only  report  1  have,  thinks  the 
enemy  were  very  Severely  punished,  and  that  our  loss  in  prisoners  will 
be  small.  During  the  night  General  Hancock  returned  to  his  place  in 
line  without  opposition.  Yesterday  morning  the  enemy  drove  in  Gen 
eral  Butler's  picket-line.  The  picket  guard  soon  rallied,  however, 
drove  the  enemy  back,  and  re-established  their  lines.  The  result  was 
1  killed,  10  wounded,  and  14  missing  on  our  side.  Two  commissioned 
officers  and  51)  men  were  captured  from  the  enemy.  What  their  cas 
ualties  were  in  killed  and  wounded  we  do  not  know. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ~v;,  1861 — 10  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Hancock's  troops  were  withdrawn  -without  molestation  or  being  fol 
lowed.  He  is  now  near  the  Williams  house.  He  reports  his  command 
at  present  unserviceable.  A  report  from  General  Gregg,  commanding 
cavalry  on  Warren's  left  and  Hancock's  rear,  reports  the  enemy  press 
ing  his  pickets  a  little  this  morning  with  a  view,  he  thinks,  of  picking 
up  stragglers.  Warren's  and  Parke's  troops  have  returned  to  their  for 
mer  position,  and  every  preparation  has  been  made  to  meet  any  further 
offensive  movements  of  the  enemy.  All  else  quiet. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  M,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 
General  GRANT: 

A  safeguard  that  was  left  on  the  battle-field  remained  there  till 
after  daylight  this  morning.  At  that  time  the  enemy  had  all  dis 
appeared,  leaving  their  dead  on  the  field  unburied-.  This  shows  how 
severely  they  were  punished,  and  doubtless  hearing  of  the  arrival  of 
re-enforcements  they  feared  the  result  to-day  if  they  remained. 

1GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

A  ugust  26,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  GRANT  : 

Since  sending  my  last  dispatch  I  have  conversed  with  the  safeguard 
referred  to.  He  did  not  leave  the  field  till  after  sunrise.  At  that  time 
nearly  all  the  enemy  had  left,  moving  toward  Petersburg.  He  says  they 
abandoned  not  only  their  dead,  but  their  wounded  also.  lie  con  versed 
with  an  officer,  who  said  their  losses  were  greater  than  ever  before  dur 
ing  the  war.  Tlie  safeguard  says  he  was  over  a  part  of  the  field,  and 
it  was  covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded.  He  has  seen  n 
great  many  battle-fields,  but  never  saw  such  a  sight.  Very  few  of  our 
dead ;  nearly  all  of  the  enemy.  All  of  our  wounded  are  brought  off.  but 
our  dead  unburied.  I  have  instructed  Gregg  to  make  an  effort  to  send 
a  party  to  the  field  and  bury  our  dead.  1  should  judge,  from  all  ac 
counts,  the  enemy  will  most  likely  be  quiet  for  some  time. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


GENERAL  BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Following  rebel  signal  message  was  intercepted  by  our  signal  officer 
at  the  Miles  house  lookout  at  11  a.  m. : 

ArousT  26,  1864. 
General  PICKETT: 

Hoke's  mine  failed  to  explode  from  some  nameless  cause  in  the  gallery.     It  will  be 
tried  agaiii  soou.     Have  your  re-enforceiueuts  arrived f 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

[J.  W.  SHAFFER.] 

[  Indorsement.  1 

1   P.  M. 

Forward  to  General  Meade  at  General  Hancock's  headquarters  or  at 
headquarters  of  Ninth  or  Fifth  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  26,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

The  signal  dispatch  intercepted  is  evidently  a  hoax,  as  was  the  one 
intercepted  yesterday,  to  blind  us  from  some  really  intended  attack. 
To-day  1  suspect  it  will  be  against  Warren. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  26,  1864. 
Major- General  MEADE: 

I  think  the  chances  are  that  Warren  will  be  attacked  in  rear  this 
afternoon  by  the  same  force  that  attacked  Hancock  yesterday.  There 
will  be  probably  a  demonstration  on  his  front  by  all  the  force  now  occu 
pying  the  lines  in  his  front.  If  Warren  can  prepare  for  both  a  front 
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and  rear  attack  the  enemy  will  be  most  severely  handled.  The  cavalry 
ought  to  watch  the  enemy  well  and  give  full  notice  of  the  direction  from 
which  he  comes,  and  wlieu  they  are  forced  back  into  our  lines  they 
should  fight  on  foot  with  our  infantry.  If  Warren  can  be  further  re- 
enforced  by  putting  Hancock's  men  on  the  line  and  relieving  some  now 
there,  it  ought  to  be  done.  1  give  this  as  my  view  from  the  intercepted 
dispatch  of  Beauregard. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  X(>,  1861 — 2  p.  M. 
General  GRANT: 

I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  in  reference  to  an  attack  upon 
Warren.  All  you  suggest  has  been  done.  Warren  is  prepared,  and 
Gregg's  cavalry  is  well  out  Avatching  all  approaches.  I  have  sent  you 
the  information  by  the  safeguard,  showing  you  how  terribly  the  enemy 
was  punished  yesterday,  and  that  they  retired  last  night  to  Petersburg, 
leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  This  may  be  owing  to  their 
intention  to  attack  at  some  other  point,  but  I  don't  think  it  will  be  on 
Warren.  .  Previous  to  your  dispatch  I  had  directed  Hancock  to  relieve 
Ferrero's  division  of  colored  troops,  not  to  increase  Warren's  defensive 
force,  but  to  use  these  troops  in  the  construction  of  Warren's  redoubts, 
as  they  work  so  much  better  than  the  white  troops,  and  save  the  latter 
for  fighting. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  ^6',  1864 — 9.15  p.  m. 
Lieuteuant-General  GRANT  : 

The  usual  quiet  has  prevailed  along  the  lines  to-day.  This  p.  m. 
signal  officers  reported  the  movement  of  considerable  bodies  of  the 
enemy  (artillery  and  infantry)  passing  the  lead-works  into  Petersburg, 
some  turning  apparently  to  the  left,  or  the  enemy's  right.  This  was 
undoubtedly  the  force  that  attacked  Hancock  yesterday,  returning  to 
their  intreuchmeuts.  The  following  disposition  of  troops  will  be  made- 
to-morrow:  The  Second  Corps,  one  division  in  the  trenches  from  the  left 
of  the  Tenth  Corps  to  the  Strong  house,  with  one  division  in  reserve  on 
the  Jerusalem  plank  road  and  one  division  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the 
point  of  junction  of  the  Second  and  Tenth  Corps;  three  divisions  of 
the  Ninth  Corps  on  the  line  between  the  Strong  house  and  the  right  of 
Fifth  Corps;  the  Fourth  Division,  colored,  in  reserve  at  the  Gurley 
house,  to  be  employed  in  constructing  the  field-works  to  be  built  to 
strengthen  the  line;  three  divisions  of  the  Fifth  Corps  on  the  line 
crossing  the  Weldon  railroad  and  extending  down  that  road  to  the 
Perkins  house;  a  fourth  division  in  reserve.  By  this  arrangement 
each  corps  has  a  reserve  which  can,  in  case  of  emergency,  be  concen 
trated  at  any  point  threatened.  Major-General  Birney.  commanding 
Tenth  Corps,  has  reported  part  of  his  corps  being  in  the  trenches  oc 
cupied  by  the  Eighteenth;  the  balance  to  relieve  part  of  the  Eigh 
teenth. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


520  OPERATIONS  IX  SK.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [f.'HA».-LlV. 

CITY  POINT,  August  26,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

You  are  authorized  at  all  times,  until  further  orders,  to  assume  com 
mand  and  direct  the  movements  of  all  troops  operating  against  Peters 
burg  south  of  the  Appomattox. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

(Copy  to  General  Ord.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Auguxt  26,  1S64 — 1  p.  in. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  send  you  part  of  McEntee's  report  of  statement  of  prisoners  as  to 
the  force  of  the  enemy  against  Hancock  yesterday.*  The  cavalry  OIL 
the  enemy's  right  is  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division,  composed  of  Chambliss' 
(old),  Barringer's,  and  Bearing's  brigades, and  Butler's  division  (Hamp 
ton's  old),  composed  of  Young's,  Rosser's,  and  Butler's  brigades.  There 
is,  besides,  a  small  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Gary.  Some  two  or 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  have  been  left  off  on  north  side  of  James. 
Hampton  commands  all  the  cavalry,  and  has  been  promoted  to  be  lieu 
tenant-general. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  2fJ,  1864 — £  p.  in. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

Ask  General  Hunt  if  he  cannot  spare  one  or  two  batteries  for  Han 
cock  to  use  near  the  Williams  house.  I  think  there  are  some  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  which  are  available;  if  he  takes  them  let  him  notify  Parke 
of  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  20,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  titaff: 

GENERAL  :  On  examination  of  about  thirty  prisoners  of  war  I  find 
the  troops  in  front  of  General  Hancock  yesterday  to  have  been  as  fol 
lows:  Wilcox's  division  entire.  Thomas'  brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division, 
has  been  exchanged  for  Anderson's  brigade,  of  Field's  division  (said  to 
be  on  account  of  some  disagreement  between  Generals  Field  and  An 
derson).  Kirkland's  and  Cooke's  brigades,  of  Heth's  division,  and  San 
ders'  and  Mahone's  brigades,  of  Mahone's  division.  The  balance  of  two 

*  See  McEntee  to  HuiuphreyH,  second,  post. 
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last  named  divisions  are  still  lying  ill  the  trenches  in  front  of  Peters 
burg.  I  also  find  some  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  General  Hampton  has  been  promoted  to  be  lieutenant-gen 
eral,  and  is  in  command  of  the  whole  cavalry  force,  which  is  now 
organized  into  three  divisions,  commanded  respectively  by  General 
Fitz  Lee.  General  YV.  II.  F.  Lee,  and  General  Butler.  General  Fitz  Lee 
has  Wickham'sand  Lomax's  brigades,  and  is  now  in  the  Valley  with  his 
force.  General  W.  H.  F.  Lee  has  Davis*  (Chambliss'  oldl,  Barringer's, 
:ind  Bearing's  brigades.  Hearing's  brigade  is  composed  of  Fourth  North 
Carolina,  Seventh  Confederate,  and  Second  Georgia  Regiments.  But 
ler's  division  is  composed  of  Young's.  Rosser's.  and  Butler's  brigades. 
Butler's  brigade  is  composed  of  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  South  Caro 
lina  Regiments:  came  here  from  South  Carolina  last  May.  First  and 
Second  South  Carolina,  of  Young's  brigade,  relieved  the  three  latter 
regiments  on  the  coast  of  South  Carolina.  There  is  also  a  brigade  of 
cavalry  not  attached  to  a  division,  commanded  by  Colonel  Gary,  and 
composed  of  Twenty-fourth  Virginia.  Seventh  South  Carolina,  and 
Hampton's  Legion.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  brigades  with  Gen 
eral  Early,  and  perhaps  two  or  three  regiments  left  north  of  the  James. 
I  think  all  of  the  above  mentioned  cavalry  arc  on  the  enemy's  right, 
near  Stony  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

,1.  MrEXTEE, 

Captain.  ifr. 


HEADQUARTERS  AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2(>,  186-i. 
Colonel  SHARPE. 

City  r»int.   Hi.  : 

The  troops  in  front  of  General  Hancock  were  ^Yilcox's  division  en 
tire.  Anderson's  brigade,  of  Field's,  has  been  exchanged  for  Thomas', 
of  Wilcox's.  which  may  have  given  Davenport  impression  that  Wileox 
was  there.  Cooke's  and  Kirkland's,  of  Heth's.  and  Mahone's  and 
Sanders',  of  Mahone's.  were  also  at  Reams'.  The  balance  of  the  two 
latter  divisions  were  left  in  trenches  in  our  front.  All  their  cavalry 
under  Lieuteuant-General  Hampton,  save  "Wiekham  and  Lomax.  were 
also  at  Reams'.  There  may  be  two  or  three  regiments  of  cavalry  north 
of  James,  but  the  brigades  are  represented  here. 

.1.  MrEXTEE, 

Captain. 


CITY  POINT.  August  2ft. 
Lieutenant  MANNING. 

General  Butler's  Naff: 

LIEUTENANT:  The  troops  which  fought  Hancock  were  Wilcox's 
division  entire,  Cooke's  and  Kirkland's,  of  Heth's.  and  Sanders'  and 
Mahone's,  of  Anderson's.  Thomas'  brigade,  of  Wilcox's.  has  been  ex 
changed  for  Anderson's  brigade,  of  Field's.  The  other  brigades  of 
Heth  and  Mahoiie  were  left  in  the  trenches  on  our  front.  We  think  all 
the  cavalry  was  also  at  Reams'  Station.  What  do  you  get! 

SHARPE. 

Colonel. 
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HE ADQU ARTE  K  S, 

August  26<  1864 — 4.15  p.  w.      (Received  4.25  p.  in.) 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point  : 

Two  deserters  from  Eighth  Virginia  and  Twenty-fourth  Virginia, 
Terry's  and  Hunton's  brigades,  report  matters  unchanged  iu  our  front. 
They  know  nothing  of  Mahone,  and  say  no  new  troops  have  arrived. 
One  deserter  from  Sixty-third  Tennessee  came  in  from  Deep  Bottom ; 
says  Johnson's  old  brigade  is  on  the  north  bank,  but  knows  nothing 
outside  his  brigade.  Refugee  from  Richmond  reports  much  dissatis 
faction  in  the  city.  Women  congregate  before  Jeff.  Davis'  house  and 
mayor's  office,  demanding  meal,  and  that  great  suffering  exists.  The 
negro  troops  taken  from  Burnside's  corps,  are  treated  brutally,  lie 
came  out  of  Richmond  by  the  way  of  Chaftin's  farm,  and  says  there  are 
few  troops  between  the  city  and  Deep  Bottom.  Johnson's  battery, 
with  300  men,  across  the  road  from  Chaftiu's  farm,  and  further  below  a 
command  of  500  men,  North  Carolinians,  under  Colonel  Elliott,  were 
the  only  forces  he  met. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  «nd  Aidc-dc-Camj). 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  ;>H,  1861 — <;.L~>  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  numbers  of  the  enemy  on  the  line  of  works,  lately  thrown  up, 
between  lead- works  and  large  fort  near  Weldon  railroad,  appear  less 
this  morning  than  yesterday.  A  party  of  twenty-five  were  at  work 
on  the  line  joining  the  works  in  vicinity  of  lead- works,  but  a  fatigue 
party  of  fifty  came  out  of  woods  in  vicinity  of  lead- works  and  the 
working  party,  then  busy  working,  joined  the  fifty  and  they  went  down 
the  railroad  and  disappeared  in  the  \voods  at  the  north  side  of  the 
large  fort.  All  quiet  at  other  points  of  the  enemy's  line  visible  from 
this  station  and  no  changes  visible. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  X6,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

Colonel  BRENT: 

Two  steamers  have  just  come  above  pontoon,  1  p.  in.,  with  flags  from  stem  to 
stern.  Three  regiments  of  infantry  have  just  come  out  of  breast-works  in  open  space 
to  left  of  Cobb's  and  are  going  toward  the  woods  in  rear  of  that  point.  Five  six- 
horse  wagons  passed  Bermuda  Hundred  road  going  toward  that  place.  Eighteen 
six-horse  wagons  now  passing  open  space  going  to  enemy's  front  in  Chesterfield. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

HEADQUARTERS. 

Chesterfield,  August  26,  1864— 12.45 p.  m. 
General  BEAUREGAHD: 

So  much  the  better.     Only  one  division  arrived  vet  from  Richmond,  11.15. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- General,  Com manding. 

FULLER, 

Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  523 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  26,  186  L 
Major- ( Jeueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatch  should  have  been  received  some 
time  since,  but  just  came  from  plank  road  station: 

At  4.40  p.  m.  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  brigade  of  infantry  came  from  the  left  on 
line  of  the  Weldon  railroad  and  disappeared  near  lead-works,  moving  toward  Pe 
tersburg.  Immediately  after  another  column  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  appeared, 
coming  from  the  left  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad,  and  took  the  roads  running  west 
ward  parallel  with  each  other  from  southeast  corner  of  large  fort.  The  infantry 
occupied  thirteen  minutes  in  passing,  and  the  cavalry  eleven  minutes.  The  presence 
of  a  large  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  is  supposed  from  seeing  many  men  in  scat 
tered  parties  through  the  day,  lounging  about. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  »&-,  1864 — 5.W  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  signal  station 
near  the  Weldon  railroad  under  charge  of  the  officer  with  General 
Warren : 

A  column  of  enemy's  infantry,  say  one  division,  followed  by  two  army  wagons 
and  some  pack-mules,  has  .just  passed  to  our  right  on  Squirrel  Level  road.  They  were 
twenty-five  minutes  passing. 

STRYKER. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  2(>,  186  i — 6  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  5.30  a  column  of  infantry,  about  a  mile  in  length,  came  from  our 
left  on  line  of  W^eldou  railroad  and  disappeared  near  lead-works, 
moving  in  direction  of  Petersburg.  Another  column  of  infantry,  appar 
ently  coming  from  woods  in  rear  of  large  fort,  is  halted  on  road  west  of 
new  work.  I  can't  see  the  end  of  the  column. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


AUGUST  26,  1804. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Everything  very  quiet  in  enemy's  lines  all  day.     Nothing  of  any 
nature  worthy  of  report  noticed. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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AUGUST  26,  1864. 
Major  FISHER  : 

Enemy'iS  signal  report: 

New  tented  camp  below  pontoon  bridge  on  Bermuda  Hundred  side.  Squads  of 
four  or  live  seen  moving  about  in  it.  Six  or  seven  wagons  crossed  pontoon  bridge 
and  moved  toward  open  space  to  left  of  Cobb's. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 


ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1864. 

The  following  disposition  of  troops  will  be  made  to-morrow  morning, 
the  27th  instant: 

1.  Major-General  Hancock  will  retain  one  division  of  his  corps  on 
the  plank  road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Williams  house.     One  division 
will  be  established  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Avery  house.    General  Mott's 
division  will  continue  to  hold  the  line  it  is  now  posted  on. 

2.  Major-General  Parke  will  relieve  Ferrero's  division  by  Willcox's 
and  White's  divisions,  which  will  hold  the  line  from  the  Strong  house 
to  Potter's  right.    Ferrero's  division  will  be  established  in  reserve  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Gurley  house. 

3.  General  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  will  be  posted  between  the 
Weldou  railroad  and  plank  road;  General  Kautz's  division  between 
the  plank  road  and  the  James  River.     General  Gregg  will  receive  his 
directions  from  these  headquarters,  and  will,  besides  reporting  to  it 
everything  important  that  occurs,  communicate  to  General  Warren  and 
General  Hancock  whatever  concerns  their  respective  commands. 

4.  The  chief  engineer  will  proceed  at  once  to  the  construction  of 
the  redoubts  proposed  for  the  left  of  the  line  on  the  Weldon  railroad, 
and  of  the  works  at  Burnt  Chimneys  and  the  Strong  house.     He  will 
call  on  the  commanders  having  troops  in  reserve  for  working  parties. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864—2  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

My  troops  are  now  massing  near  the  Williams  house.  It  will  be  a 
long  time  before  the  stragglers  are  up  and  my  command  organized  so 
as  to  be  serviceable.  It  has  been  engaged  in  one  of  the  severest  and 
most  obstinate  battles  the  corps  has  ever  fought.  At  dark  the  enemy 
held  only  the  line  they  had  taken  from  General  Gibbon  and  General 
Gregg.  I  had  retaken  part  of  my  intrenchments,  and  would  have 
retaken  every  thing  if  I  had  had  another  brigade  at  about  6  or  7  o'clock. 
Unfortunately  your  note  telling  me  that  re-enforcements  were  ordered 
up  did  not  reach  me  till  4.15,  and  it  was  5  before  I  could  reach  either 
Mott  or  Willcox.  General  Miles'  and  General  Gregg's  commands  did 
particularly  well.  I  lost  several  guns.  The  horses  had  nearly  all  been 
shot  before  the  final  assault.  The  line  taken  from  General  Gibbon  was 
so  close  to  my  only  remaining  line  of  retreat  that  I  decided  not  to 
imperil  Willcox  by  putting  him  in  after  dark,  but  withdrew  my  com 
mand.  It  will  not  be  available  to  day  for  any  serious  work.  The 
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enemy  must  have  suffered  heavily.  I  think  my  own  losses  in  killed 
and  wounded  severe  but  not  great,  as  1  fought  undercover  principally. 
Willcox  arrived  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  field  at  7.15. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  x/6',  18(J-1.     (Keceived  8  a.  in.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 
The  following  dispatch  received  about  an  hour  ago: 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Autjunt  26,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  did  not  follow  on  my  rear  last  night  at  all.  I  did  not  move 
from  the  position  held  by  General  Willcox  until  12  o'clock.  The,  enemy  are  pressing 
my  pickets  a  little  this  morning — I  suppose  looking  for  stragglers.  Very  many  men 
hid  in  the  woods  last  night,  but  they  are  in  motion  this  morning.  One  of  my  regi 
ments,  mounted,  remained  at  the  swamp,  on  the  left  of  the  battle-field,  until  11 
o'clock.  The  enemy  did  not  molest  it  at  all.  The  line  is  established  as  you  directed. 
I  have  one  of  my  brigades  near  McCann's,  the  other  on  the  left  of  Warren. 
Yours,  respectfully,. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

lirigadier-dcneral. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864.     (Keceived  0.45  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  attack  about  5.30  was  probably  intended  to  be  a  simultaneous 
one,  by  Wilcox  on  my  center  and  Heth  on  my  left.  The  enemy  formed 
in  the  woods,  placed  their  artillery  in  position,  and  opened  a  heavy  can 
nonade,  lasting  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  assaulted  Miles'  front. 
He  resisted  tenaciously,  but  the  enemy  broke  his  line.  Some  of  Gib 
bon's  troops  were  hurried  over  to  repair  the  damage,  and  the  enemy 
only  gained  a  slight  foothold.  They  soon  attacked  on  my  extreme  left, 
driving  Gibbon's  division  from  its  line.  His  men  had  been  much  wearied 
rushing  over  to  General  Miles  and  back  during  the  repeated  assaults. 
General  Gibbon  succeeded  in  forming  a  second  line,  and  the  enemy,  who 
were  pressing  on  with  great  enthusiasm,  were  severely  checked  by  the 
dismounted  cavalry  under  General  Gregg,  which  behaved  handsomely. 
General  Miles  regained  more  of  his  intrenchments,  distinguishing  him 
self.  All  he  had  to  work  with  were  such  small  parties  as  could  be 
rallied  and  formed  by  staff  officers.  The  lighting  was  continuous  till 
dark,  the  enemy  being  held  in  check  by  artillery,  dismounted  cavalry, 
and  skirmishers.  At  dark  we  withdrew,  for  reasons  stated.  The  chief 
of  artillery  reports  that  he  lost  about  1250  horses.  The  enemy  made  no 
advance  up  to  a  late  hour  last  night,  holding,  as  far  as  could  be 
seen,  some  of  our  captured  guns  with  their  skirmisli  line.  They  must 
have  suffered  heavily.  My  own  loss,  including  cavalry,  will  perhaps  not 
exceed  1,200  or  1,500,  though  this  is  surmise,  as  the  command  is  not 
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yet  organized.  Captain  Brown  son,  of  my  staff,  was  mortally  wounded, 
dying  during1  the  night.  Colonel  Walker,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
is  missing.  It  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  deter 
mined  and  desperate  tights  of  the  war.  resembling  Spotsylvania  in  its 
character,  though  the  number  of  engaged  gives  it  less  importance.  A 
few  more  good  troops  would,  have  given  us  a  victory  of  considerable 
importance.  I  forward  this  morning  prisoners  from  Field,  Wilcox,  and 
Heth.  Major  Angel,  of  my  staff,  saw  and  conversed  with  two  prison 
ers  of  Mahone's  division  last  night.  I  do  not  tind  them  this  morning. 
They  said  Mahone's  division,  with  the  exception  of  one  brigade,  was 
there. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

(Copy  to  General  Grant  10.15  a.  in.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2(1,  1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps,  near  Williams'  house : 
General  Hunt  will   direct  Wright's   and  Durell's  batteries  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  to  report  to  you.     They  are  now  near  the  Chieves  house. 
One  is  a   four-gun,  the  other  a  six-gun  battery,  both  ritled.     They 
appear  to  be  the  only  ones  available. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1864 — J  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Hunt  finds  the  two  available  batteries  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
that  were  at  the  Chieves  house  have  been  removed.  The-  Ninth  Corps 
must  have  with  it  more  batteries  than  it  can  use.  It  has  twelve  bat 
teries;  three  of  them  General  Hunt  has  in  position  in  the  iutrench- 
ments,  leaving  nine  batteries  with  the  troops  of  the  corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864.     (Received  6  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 
The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  by  signal: 

SIGNAL  STATION. 
Captain  TAYLOR: 

At  4.45  p.  m.  a  column  of  enemy's  infantry  appeared,  moving  from  the  south  along 
a  road  near  the  Weldon  railroad  toward  Petersburg.  The  column  occupied  one  hour 
in  passing.  About  a  regiment  of  cavalry  also  passed  in  same  direction. 

THICKSTUN. 

Signal  Officer. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  26,  1804 — 7  p.  m.     (Received  7.35  p.  in.) 

General  MEADE: 

The  ambulances  sent  from  here  under  a  small  guard  of  cavalry  pro 
ceeded  to  the  Emmons  house,  which  is  within  say,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  church  at  Reams',  and  saw  nothing  but  cavalry  vedettes. 
They  picked  up  seventeen  of  our  wounded  on  the  road  and  returned. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1864 — 8  p.  in. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  /Second  Corps: 

I  send  you  copy  of  dispatch  from  signal  officer  on  the  plank  road. 
The  commanding  general  wishes  to  know  whether  the  signal  officer  can 
be  correct  in  his  observation,  and  if  the  colors  named  are  really  missing 
from  the  troops  engaged  yesterday. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  (ieneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Incloaure.] 

HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  26,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  plank  road  station: 

.7. 10  P.  M. 

The  column  reported  halted  on  road  near  lead-works  consisted  of  eight  regiments, 
and  moved  toward  Petersburg  at  6.30  p.  in.  They  carried  five  U.  S.  colors  tlyiug. 
At  6.40  a  column  of  infantry,  consisting  of  about  4,000  men  and  eighteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  appeared  in  vicinity  of  large  fort,  and  moved  toward  Petersburg,  disap 
pearing  near  lead-works.  The  artillery  came  up  from  our  left  on  line  of  Weldon 
railroad,  hut  I  think  the  infantry  came  in  on  road  rnnniiig  west  from  large  fort. 
Enemy  are  busy  mounting  guns  on  new  works  near  Weldon  railroad.  Ambulance 
trains  passing  both  ways  during  the  day. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  canno't  say  positively  as  to  the  colors  being  lost,  but 
have  heard  of  none  as  yet,  Will  at  once  make  an  investigation  of  the 
matter  and  send  report. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2(>,  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

General  Gregg  tells  me  be  did  not  receive  any  order  from  you  to-day 
directing  the  advance  toward  lleains'.     He  is  here  this  evening. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

August  2V,  1864 — 0.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Your  telegram  of  8.20  just  received.  1  did  not  send  any  orders  to 
General  Gregg  to-day,  as  1  intended  you  to  send  them  and  thought  I 
so  expressed  myself.  An  order  will  be  issued  this  evening  directing 
Gregg  to  report  to  these  headquarters,  but  requiring  him  to  notify  you 
of  anything  occurring  on  the  plank  road  and  Warren  of  anything  on 
the  railroad.  I  should  judge  from  your  dispatch  about  the  ambulances 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  occupy  Reams',  in  which  case  Gregg  has  not 
the  force  to  dislodge  them,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  bring  on  an  unequal 
fight,  but  he  might  send  a  Hag  of  truce  and  propose  to  the  commander 
there  to  send  a  party  to  bury  our  dead. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.  }     HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

Jones1  House,  before  Petersburg,  Va., 
No.  216.  )  August  26,  1864. 

******* 

3.  Hereafter  no  officers  of  this  corps  will  be  assigned  to  the  command 
of  a  brigade  unless  with  the  approval  of  the  commander  of  the  corps. 
Whenever  an  officer  succeeds  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  by  virtue  of 
seniority  his  name  will  be  reported  to  these  headquarters,  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  commander  of  his  division,  without  delay.  A 
list  of  the  present  brigade  commanders  will  be  sent  to  these  headquar 
ters,  with  a  statement  whether  they  command  brigades  by  virtue  of 
seniority  or  not. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Hancock : 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 

It  having  been  understood  that  several  stand  »f  colors  were  lost  on 
the  25th  instant,  a  report  will  be  made  at  once  as  to  what  regiments  in 
the  different  divisions  are  without  their  colors. 
By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Hancock : 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  36,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Inclosed  I  forward  you  an  order  issued  at  Richmond, 
August  15,  1804,  and  is  now  being-  distributed  to  our  pickets  wherever 
circumstances  will  admit  it.  Where  the  pickets  are  near  enough  they 
are  thrown  over;  at  other  places  they  are  left  near  springs,  &c.,  where 
the  pickets  of  each  army  get  water. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclotnire.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )      ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  65.  5  Richmond,  Va.,  August  15,  1864. 

I.  It  having  been  represented  to  the  War  Department  that  there  are 
numbers  of  foreigners  entrapped  by  artifice  and  fraud  into  the  military 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  who  would  gladly  withdraw 
from  further  participation  in  the  inhuman  warfare  waged  against  a  peo 
ple  who  have  never  given  them  a  pretext  for  hostility;  and  that  there 
are  many  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  now  retained  in  that  service 
against  their  will  who  are  averse  to  aiding  in  the  unjust  war  now  being 
prosecuted  against  the  Confederate  States;  audit  being  also  known 
that  these  men  are  prevented  from  abandoning  such  compulsory  service 
by  the  difficulty  they  experience  in  escaping  therefrom;  it  is  ordered 
that  all  such  persons,  coming  within  the  lines  of  the  Confederate  armies, 
shall  be  received,  protected,  and  supplied  with  means  of  subsistence, 
until  such  of  them  as  desire  it  can  be  forwarded  to  the  most  convenient 
points  on  the  border,  where  all  facilities  will  be  afforded  them  to  return 
to  their  homes. 

By  order: 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
[Maj.  JOHN  HANCOCK  :] 

MAJOR:  In  obedience  to  a  verbal  inquiry  of  Major-Geueral  Meade 
this  morning  at  division  headquarters,  I  would  respectfully  state  that 
this  command  arrived  at  the  intersection  of  the  plank  road  and  Reams' 
Station  road  at  5  p.  m.  yesterday,  where  our  troops  were  massed  on  both 
sides  of  the  road.  At  the  close  of  this  the  head  of  Willcox's  command 
passed  by  toward  Reams'  Station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  MCALLISTER, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Xew  Jersey   Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864—3  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Lieutenant  Howell  has  .just  returned  from  General  Hancock's  and  in 
forms  me  that  General  Hancock's  troops  will  take  up  position  around 

34  R  R — VOL  XLII.   PT   II 


530  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

the  Williams  bouse;  that  General  Hancock  informs  him  that  they  can 
not  be  depended  on  for  operations  early  in  the  morning';  that  all  avail 
able  troops  will  be  required  to  protect  my  left  flank.  General  Willcox's 
division  will  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the  Second  Corps.  General  Mott's 
division  returns  to  the  iutrenclnneiits. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 4.45  a.  in. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  am  anxious  to  know  soon  what  your  views  are  about  General  Craw- 
lord's  remaining  here  since  the  report  received  from  General  Hancock 
by  Lieutenant  Howell,  which  I  sent  you. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1804 — 5.25  a.  in. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  4.45  a.  m.  the  commanding  general  says 
use  Crawford  for  protecting  your  flank  as  well  as  White,  and  Willcox, 
also,  as  soon  as  he  returns.  He  thinks  it  probable  you  may  be  attacked 
this  morning.  He  understands  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Howell  to 
mean  that  General  Hancock  did  not  want  Crawford. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — S  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  hear  nothing  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  this  morning.  Col 
onel  Stedman  sent  an  officer  to  report  to  me.  and  I  directed  him  to  feel 
toward  Reams'  Station,  and  push  in  if  the  enemy's  infantry  fall  back, 
but  have  heard  nothing  from  him. 

G.  K.  WrARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major  General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  that  you  will  be  particularly 
vigilant  to-day,  and  if,  upon  being  attacked,  you  should  need  support 
General  Parke  will  give  you  White's  and  Willcox's  divisions  upon  your 
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notifying  him  that  you  need  them.  He  is  instructed  to  that  effect. 
Should  he  be  attacked  and  need  supports,  let  him  have  them  from 
Crawford's  and  other  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Copy  to  Major-General  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1S6-1 — 10A5  a.  «/. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  FIFTH  CORPS: 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  has  ordered  that  certain  works  be  con 
structed  along  the  line  occupied  by  your  troops.  These  works  will  be 
constructed  under  the  superintendence  of  Major  Duane,  acting  chief 
engineer,  and  the  commanding  general  directs  that  on  the  requisition 
of  that  officer  you  furnish  as  strong  working  parties  as  you  can  con 
sistently  with  the  safety  of  the  position  held  by  you. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same,  to  commanding  officer  Ninth  Army  Corps.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  received  no  information  from  our  cavalry  to-day.  I  have 
nearly  completed  an  inclosed  line  at  this  point,  into  which  General 
Parke's  line  can  retire  if  suddenly  broken,  and  the  rest  might  retire 
toward  the  plank  road.  I  think  no  apprehension  need  be  felt  for  us 
beyond  what  is  ordinarily  possible  if  we  become  isolated.  As  soon  as 
these  arrangements  are  made  we  will  go  to  work  forming  a  line  facing 
south  from  here  to  the  Gurley  house.  I  have  your  dispatch  about  sup 
porting  General  Parke,  and  have  seen  him. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major- General. 


[HEADQUARTERS    FlFTII   ARMY   CORPS, 

August  26,  1864.} 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  send  you  the  following,  just  received : 

SIGNAL,  STATION,  Davis'  Iloune,  August  26,  1SG4 — 7  p.  m. 
[Colonel  LOCKE:] 

At  5.50  p.  in.  four  regiments  of  enemy's  infantry  passed  to  our  right  on  Squirrel 
road;  a  general  aud  star!'  preceded  the  column,  and  the  escort  carried  two  large 
flags.  The  troops  were  accompanied  by  a  number  of  stretcher-bearers  and  followed 
by  one  ambulance.  At  6  o'clock  saw  ten  -.vagous;  at  6.15  one  battery  of  artillery 
passed  and  was  followed  by  a  brigade  of  infantry  marching  rapidly;  at  6.25  a 
heavy  column  composed  of  artillery  passed,  and  continued  to  rill  the  road  as  long  as 
observation  was  possible.  All  moved  to  our  right. 
Respectfully. 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  I'.  S.  Army. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 
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CIRCULAR.)  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864—6.15  a.  m. 

General  Hancock  sends  me  word  that  lie  has  been  withdrawing  during 
the  night  from  Reams'  Station  to  the  Williams  house,  covered  by  Gen 
eral  Willcox's  division.  His  men  are  very  much  demoralized  and  can 
not  be  much  relied  upon  this  morning.  Lost  very  heavily  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery.  Use  every  effort  to  hasten  the 
disposition  of  our  troops,  so  that  we  may  have  a  reserve  force  to  meet 
an  attack  coming  from  toward  the  plank  road,  and  to  expedite  the 
slashing  of  timber  and  forming  a  line  on  that  side.  1  have  no  knowl 
edge  of  what  this  cannonading  is  that  is  now  going  on. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  out 
early  to  morrow  morning  as  many  men  as  you  have  axes  for,  to  slash 
the  brush  in  front  of  the  line  constructed  by  Colonel  Gregory,  and  report 
the  number  of  men  sent  out  for  this  purpose,  so  as  to  enable  the  major- 
general  commanding  to  take  them  into  account  in  the  general  arrange 
ment  of  working  details. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  reliable  officer  conies  in 
from  my  picket-line  and  reports  the  rebels  going  at  a  fast  pace,  artil 
lery  and  infantry,  along  the  Squirrel  road  toward  Petersburg  just 
before  dark. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 7.30  a.  in. 
Brigadier-General  BRAGG  : 

A  staff  officer  has  been  sent  out  to  find  the  right  of  General  Will- 
cox's  line,  looking  to  the  forming  of  a  line  to  meet  an  attack  coming 
from  the  plank  road.  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  move 
out  your  command  as  soon  as  this  line  is  ascertained  and  set  your  men 
at  work  at  once  slashing  timber.  Have  your  men  in  readiness  at  once. 
A  staff  officer  will  be  sent  to  move  you  out. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864—6.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Willcox  has  arrived  with  his  division,  having  covered  the 
withdrawal  of  General  Hancock  to  the  forks  of  the  plank  road.  He 
reached  a  point  within  a  mile  of  the/light  and  took  a  position  there,  by 
order  of  General  Hancock,  to  cover  his  withdrawal  from  Reams'  Sta 
tion.  The  division  is  now  massed  in  the  vicinity  of  these  headquar 
ters. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing1  unusual  has  transpired  on 
my  immediate  front  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  Potter's  and 
Ferrero's  divisions  occupy  the  line  from  the  Strong  house  to  Warren's 
right.  White's  division  is  in  reserve  on  the  left  of  my  line,  and  Will- 
cox  has  returned  from  General  Hancock  and  now  massed  at  the  Gurley 
house.  I  learn  indirectly  that  the  cavalry  cover  our  rear  from  War 
ren's  left  over  to  the  plank  road. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 

I.  Until  further  orders  the  troops  of  the  corps  occupying  the  trenches 
will  be  turned  out  at  4  a.  m.  and  remain  under  arms  until  5  o'clock,  at 
which  hour  the  rolls  will  be  called  and  inspections  will  be  made  by 
companies,  under  the  supervision  of  regimental  commanders.    All  ab 
sentees  will  be  noted  and  reported  to  brigade  commanders. 

II.  During  the  day  one-fourth  of  the  troops  occupying  the  intrench- 
ments  will  be  under  arms  with  their  accouterments  on.     At  night  their 
number  will  be  increased  to  one-third. 

III.  The  troops  in  reserve  will  be  paraded  daily  at  5  a.  m.  for  roll-call 
and  inspection.    Absentees  will  be  reported  as  required  in  paragraph  I. 

IV.  Brigade  commanders  will  forward  to  their  division  commanders 
daily  reports  of  the  strength  of  their  respective  brigades. 

ROBERT  A.  HUTCHINS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  • 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

GENERAL:  By  telegraph  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
the  general  commanding  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  is  directed  to  use  ex 
traordinary  vigilance  to-day  to  detect  any  movement  or  attempt  of  the 
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enemy.  You  will  give  orders  to  your  command  to  insure  every  pre 
caution  and  a  vigilant  lookout  on  the  part  of  both  picket  and  main 
line.  Any  demonstration  or  movement  of  the  enemy  observed  will  be 
reported  at  once. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter: 

SAML.  WEIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division : 

GENERAL  :  The  following  is  an  extract  from  orders  just  received  from 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Major-General  Parke  will  relieve  Ferrero's  division  by  Willcox's  and  White's  divis 
ions,  which  will  hold  the  line  from  the  Strong  house  to  Potter's  right.  Ferrero's 
division  will  be  established  in  reserve  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gurley  house. 

I  have  directed  Generals  Willcox  and  White  to  relieve  your  division 
on  the  line  to-morrow  morning.  On  being  relieved  you  will  please 
move  your  division  and  encamp  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gurley  house. 
Major-General  Hancock  is  directed  to  retain  one  division  of  his  corps 
on  the  plank  road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Williams  house,  and  General 
Gregg's  division  of  cavalry  will  be  posted  between  the  Weldon  rail 
road  and  the  plank  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


WASHINGTON,  August  26, 1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

You  have  permission  to  visit  Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  think  Major-General  Birney  and  Tenth  Corps,  on  this  side  south  of 
Appomattox,  should  act  in  concert  with  General  Meade,  and  therefore 
in  that  matter  should  be  under  his  orders.  I  endeavored  to  see  and  act, 
and  offered  General  Meade  all  my  reserves,  3,000,  last  evening,  if 
needed. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Birney  is  bringing  to  this  side  over  12,000  infantry  to  relieve 
7,600  of  my  corps.  Of  these  7,600  1,600  will  go  to  Deep  Bottom,  and 
2,800  to  Spring  Hill,  south  Appomattox,  leaving  me  with  3,200  to 
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relieve  over  10,000.  After  relieving  my  front  with  similar  numbers  to 
what  I  have  in  the  trenches  General  Birney  will  have  a  reserve  of  about 
5,000.  Can  he  not  station  those  at  or  near  his  rear  and  let  me  take 
( Parr's  division,  2.800,  to  relieve  Turner's  4.500 f  As  it  is  I  have  no  force 
to  relieve  Turner's  division.  There  will  be  but  little  rest  for  Ames' 
division  if  it  has  to  do  all  the  duty  on  the  peninsula. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  26,  1804. 
Major-General  ORD: 

You  can  take  any  or  all  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  to  relieve  the  Tenth 
that  may  be  necessary. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1864—5.20  a.  m. 
Major  General  ORD, 

Commanding  Department : 
What  does  the  artillery  tire  mean  I 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 5.50  a.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  firing  is  nothing  more  than  the  usual  morning  firing  replied  to 
by  our  batteries. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26.  1861. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Have  you  any  important  news  this  morning? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1861 — 'J  a.  m. 

Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Department :' 

Hancock  was  withdrawn  last  night  to  the  Williams  house.     The  fight 
about  dusk  was  very  severe.     The  enemy  got  into  his  breast-works  at 
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one  point — a  salient — but  not  at  any  other.  I  do  not  know  what  his 
loss  was,  but  it  must  have  been  heavy,  and  that  of  the  enemy  greater. 
Will  let  you  know  particulars  when  they  are  received. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Bermuda  Hundred : 
I  hear  firing  in  vour  direction.     Is  anything  going  on? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
(Same  to  Major-General  Birney.) 


GENERAL  ORD'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  26,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

General  Ord  directs  me  to  reply  to  your  telegram  that  there  has  been 
no  firing  on  his  line  between  James  and  Appomattox,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  guns  which  amounted  to  nothing. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  26,  1864. 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  "at  7.35 
a.  m.  eleven  cars  heavily  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward 
Petersburg." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


WATER  BATTERY,  August  26, 1864. 

(Received  2.15  p.  m.) 
Captain  NORTON: 

The  100-pounder  Parrott  in  the  Water  Battery  has  opened  on  How- 
lett's.    The  enemy  are  replying. 

BRUYN, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 
August  26,  1864.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.) 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

Send  three  8-inch  mortars  to  Major  Ludlow  at  Dutch  Gap. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  August  26, 186-1 — 9.45  o'clock. 

Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff  to  General  Butler: 

Will  send  the  mortars  without  delay.  Please  instruct  the  engineer 
department  to  make  another  magazine  at  Dutch  Gap  without  delay. 
That  already  there  was  designed  only  for  the  100 -pounder  gun.  Since 
then  I  have  sent  two  guns  and  rive  mortars;  the  ammunition  is  exposed 
even  now  more  than  is  safe,  especially  if  the  rebels  use  mortars. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS,   ' 

August  26,  1864. 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

Beside  the  magazine  for  the  100-pounder  there  is  at  Dutch  Gap  one 
magazine  six  by  six  feet,  ready  to  receive  ammunition.     Will  that  do? 

11.  A.  VEZIN, 
Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Engineer. 


BROADWAY  LANDING.  VA.,  August  26,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  VEZIN, 

Engineer  Department,  General  Butler's  Staff: 

I  think  another  magazine  should  be  made  at  Dutch  Gap.  The 
demand  for  more  artillery  seems  to  be  constant,  and  there  is  not  even 
with  the  new  magazine  enough  for  what  is  now  there. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HATCHER'S,  August  26,  1864 — ,9  a.  m. 

(Received  9  a.  m.) 
General  ORD: 

There  are  no  signs  of  any  movement  on  part  of  enemy  in  my  front. 
As  I  am  now  rather  disorganized  by  present  position  of  my  troops,  I 
would  like  to  complete  the  exchange.  General  Paine  has  marched  to 
Deep  Bottom. 

D.  B.  BLRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HATCHER'S,  August  26,  1864. 
General  BIRNEY  : 

Please  report  by  telegraph  to  me  if  anything  unusual  occurs  in  your 
front.  General  Paine  left  here  early  this  a.  in.,  probably  about  1 
o'clock.  Keport  if  he  has  arrived.  Can  you  send  the  whole  of  Turner's 
division  here  to  relieve  Carr's,  without  weakening  your  front  too 
much  I 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 
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AUGUST  20,  1804 — 1.1  f>  p.  in. 
Major-General  BIRNEY  : 

I  shall  relieve  part  of  Carr's  division  now  in  trenches  with  colored 
troops  on  this  side,  inarch  them  across  the  Appomattox  to-night.  Was 
to  relieve  part  of  Foster's  division — about  one-half.  I  shall  move  ray 
headquarters  this  p.  in.  and  take  the  ground  now  occupied  by  yours. 
You  can  be  ready  to  start  for  this  side  at  5  p.  in.  Your  chief  of  artillery 
and  the  Eighteenth  Corps  chief  of  artillery  will  remain  where  they  now 
are  to  place  batteries  in  position  as  they  arrive,  and  then  join  their 
headquarters. 

E.  O.  C.  OKI), 

Major- (reneral. 


HATCHER'S,  August  26,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
General  ORD, 

Eighteenth  Corps: 

The  rest  of  Terry's  division  is  en  route  from  Deep  Bottom.  Paine 
reached  there  at  11  o'clock.  Nothing  unusual  here.  I  think  you 
should  put  Ames  and  Carr  between  James  and  Appomattox.  The  line 
is  long. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  X.-Y;,  1864 — 2.10  p.  m.     (Received  2.15  p.  m.) 
General  BIRHEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps: 

General  Grant,  and  I  also,  think  the  last  intercepted  dispatch,  about 
Hoke's  mine  failing,  a  hoax.  You  can,  however,  make  arrangements 
and  be  prepared  lor  any  emergency  north  of  the  Appomattox.  I  shall 
start  in  a  few  minutes  and  would  like  to  meet  you  at  General  Butler's 
headquarters. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864.     (Received  10.15  a.  m.) 
General  S.  WILLIAMS  : 

The  firing  is,  1  think,  from  Hewlett  house  battery  and  Water  Battery 
on  my  old  front,  Bermuda  Hundred. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY', 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augmt  26,  1864—7.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Major-General  Meade  that  I  have  assumed 
command  of  the  line  lately  under  General  Ord,  and  hold  myself  sub 
ject  to  the  orders  of  General  Meade. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  26,  186-1 — 7.35  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

General  Meade  desires  that  you  will  please  state  in  general  terms 
the  strength  of  your  troops  in  line  and  in  reserve  and  the  dispositions 
you  have  made  of  your  forces. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjuta tit-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  186-1.     (Received  8.10  p.  in.) 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  t  Adjuta  nt-  Genera  I : 

Terry's  division  is  on  my  left,  colored  troops  in  center,  and  Carr's 
division,  Eighteenth  Corps,  on  my  right.  My  strength  I  estimate  at 
9,000.  Will  make  a  more  formal  report  and  particular  statement  to 
morrow. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  2<>,  1861.     (Received  8.10  p.  in.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  getting  my  corps  over.  I  have  only  re 
lieved  Ames'  division  with  6,000  of  my  corps.  I  will  have  a  brigade 
over  to-night  and  expect  Foster's  (late  Turner's)  division  to-morrow. 
The  artillery  is  the  same  as  to  number  of  guns  and  position.  Will  stnd 
a  field  return  when  the  exchange  is  perfected.  Colonel  Piper  remains 
with  me  a  few  days  as  chief  of  artillery.  My  corps  is  probably  3,JOO 
stronger  than  the  Eighteenth. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  186-1 — 8.55  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  Colonel  Plais- 
ted's  command  arrives  you  cause  it  to  relieve  a  part  of  General  Carr's 
line. 

Respectfully, 

'  ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  26,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Colonel  Plaisted  has  not  yet  started.     He  will  as  soon  as  his  pickets 
are  relieved,  probably  by  3.30  o'clock. 

CHAS.  J.  PAINE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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DEEP  BOTTOM,  August  26,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  TV.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  just  started  with  the  One  hundredth  ifew  York,  Eleven tli 
Maine,  and  the  portion  of  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  not  on  picket. 
General  Paine's  troops  are  now  relieving  my  pickets,  and  they  will  fol 
low  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  M.  PLAISTED, 
Colonel.  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

Plaisted's  brigade  is  on  the  inarch.     The  major-general  commanding 
desires  that  you  send  a  staff  officer  to  meet  the  column  and  conduct  it 
to  you  by  the  shortest  route. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  26,  1864 — 2.20  p.  m. 
General  FOSTER  : 

At  the  usual  hour  for  relieving  the  pickets  General  Ames  will  relieve 
General  Foster's  pickets.  General  Foster  will  remain  with  his  com 
mand  in  position  until  relieved  by  General  Carr,  but  will  be  in  readi 
ness  to  move,  and  as  soon  as  relieved  by  General  Carr  will  march  his 
force  to  the  new  position  near  Petersburg. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  26,  1864. 
General  R.  S.  FOSTER  : 

GENERAL:  I  am.  directed  by  Major-General  Ord  to  say  that  you  can 
remain  with  your  two  brigades  on  this  side  the  Appomattox  for  the 
present. 

Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  24.  }  Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  26,  1864. 

Brigade  commanders  will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  as 
soon  as  relieved  by  troops  from  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  The 
order  of  march  of  this  division  will  be  as  follows :  First  Brigade,  Colonel 
Curtis  commanding;  Second  Brigade,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coau  com 
manding;  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Osborn  commanding. 
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The  commaiiding  officers  of  brigades  will  detail  a  strong  rear  guard 
to  prevent  straggling.  To  accomplish  this  end  line  officers  will  march 
in  rear  of  their  companies,  field  ollicers  in  rear  of  their  regiments,  and 
brigade  commanders  in  rear  of  their  brigades,  seeing  personally  that 
their  commands  are  kept  well  closed  np.  Canteens  will  be  filled  before 
starting,  and  no  one  will  be  permitted  to  leave  the  ranks  except  for 
urgent  reasons.  A  limited  amount  of  transportation  in  excess  of  that 
already  allowed  can  be  procured  from  the  division  quartermaster  for 
the  knapsacks  of  such  men  as  are  unable  to  carry  them,  thus  enabling 
them  to  keep  up  with  the  column.  Let  there  be  no  delay  when  the 
order  to  move  is  received. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  II.  S.  Foster: 

fj.  M.  BARNARD,  JR.,| 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  80.  )  Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  26,  1864. 

*  *  ***** 

2.  Capt.  George  W.  Gardner,  commanding  Twenty-fourth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers,  will,  so  soon  as  relieved  by  troops  of  the  Eighteenth 
Corps,  report  with  his  command  to  Col.  F.  A.  Osborn,  commanding 
Third  Brigade,  and  will  be  temporarily  assigned  to  that  brigade  for 
duty  until  further  orders. 

3.  By  direction  of  Major-General  Ord,  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers  will  accompany  the  troops  leaving  to-night,  and  when 
relieved  the  commanding  officer  will  report  at  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Foster : 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

[August  M,  1864.} 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Colonel  Grubb  has  two  20-pouuder  Farrotts  and  175  men.  The  First 
Connecticut  Battery,  six  brass  rifled,  has  just  reported  here  by  order  of 
General  Ord.  Colonel  Grubb  has  seen  a  rebel  column  moving  toward 
our  front,  Battery  3,  &c.,  for  the  last  fifteen  minutes,  but  I  cannot  make 
it  out. 

CHAS.  II.  GRAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

All  quiet  on  the  lines  during  the  night.  Some  little  picket- firing  and 
mortar  practice.  I  forward  dispatch  from  signal  officer  indicating  a 
return  of  part  of  the  enemy's  troops  that  were  seen  to  move  yesterday 
p.  ni. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  27,  1864. 

(Received  9.20  a.  m.) 
Major-Genera]  MEADE  : 

I  leave  here  in  a  few  minutes  for  your  headquarters  and  General 
Warren's. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


CITY  POINT,  August  27,  1864—5.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  leave  this  evening  for  Fortress  Monroe.     Will  be  back  to-morrow 
night. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Ord.) 


CITY  POINT,  August  27,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

General  Meigs,  quartermaster- general,  has  informed  me  that  1,000 
cavalry,  remounted  on  fresh-shod  horses,  are  being  sent  from  Wash 
ington  to  City  Point.  They  are  commencing  to  arrive  now.  Cavalry 
horses  will  be  received  until  the  whole  number  required  is  sent  at  the 
rate  of  300  per  day  until  all  are  sent.  About  500  have  arrived  and 
been  issued. 

R.  INGALLS. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major  ECKERT  : 

Richmond  Examiner  of  to-day  says : 

Fort  Morgan  is  in  the  enemy's  possession.  Whether  blown,  up  or  evacuated  is  not 
known. 

About  7.45  last  night  a  rebel  operator  was  discovered  on  our  line 
near  Cabin  Point.  Said  he  had  orders  to  cut  the  line,  though  it  grieved 
him  to  do  it.  He  requested  the  following  message  be  sent  North: 

ON  THE  LINE  NEAR  CABIN  POINT,  August  26,  1S64. 
WALDO  P.  GOFF, 

Clarksburg,  W.  Va. : 

Your  son,  Maj.  Nathan  Goff,  jr.,  was  in  the  Libby  Prison,  and  well,  about  the  let 
of  July.  His  wants  have  beeu  supplied  by  Colonel  J.  and  myself.  My  father  and 
mother  are  well. 

OPERATOR. 

Said  he  knows  Mnjor  Strickland.  He  cut  line,  and  left  at  8.40  p.  m. 
It  was  repaired  early  the  next  morning.  Please  inform  General  Butler 
about  Fort  Morgan. 

R.  O'BRIEN. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
August  27,  1864 — 6.25  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE,  City  Point  : 

Two  deserters  from  Twentieth  Georgia  came  in  this  morning  at  Deep 
Bottom.  Say  that  Anderson  and  Law,  of  Field's  division,  are  this  side 
the  river,  having  crossed  a  few  days  ago;  where,  they  do  not  know, 
but  saw  them  move  toward  their  pontoon  bridge.  J  )eserter  from  in  front 
of  Ord's  late  headquarters,  from  Thirty-first  North  Carolina,  came  in 
night  before  last.  Says  the  whole  of  Hoke's  division  is  there.  Deserter 
from  Fifty-third  Virginia,  in  our  front,  thinks  Scales'  brigade  is  there. 
Says  he  saw  their  wagons.  Otherwise  everything  remains  unchanged. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  station  near  the 
Gibbon  house : 

A  detachment  of  infantry,  numbering  about  1,500,  passed  a  point  southwest  by  west 
from  this  station,  moving  toward  the  right.  They  were  preceded  by  a  train  of 
twelve  wagons.  Stragglers  moved  with  the  wagons,  but  were  too  distant  to  tell 
whether  armed  or  not. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

7  A.  M. 

The  enemy  are  still  working  on  new  line  of  works  in  large  force,  and  are  appar 
ently  building  a  large  redoubt  or  fort  east  of  railroad  and  south-southeast  from  the 
fort  on  the  west  side  of  the  Weldoii  railroad.  This  work  is  at  the  termination  of 
their  line  lately  thrown  up  in  that  vicinity.  The  liue  in  our  immediate  front  has 
been  strengthened  during  the  night.  Camps  also  evince  more  activity.  All  quiet. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  report  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

9.30  A.  M. 

At  8.30  a.  m.  a  column  of  infantry  came  from  the  left  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad, 
halted  and  came  to  a  front,  faring  this  way,  east  and  near  the  large  fort.  After 
remaining  half  an  hour  150  came  toward  our  picket-line,  200  moved  toward  Peters- 
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burg,  disappearing  near  lead- works,  and  the  remainder  moved  back  into  the  woods 
to  the  rear  of  the  fort.  At  9.10  a.  m.  a  column  of  cavalry,  numbering  about  1,100, 
came  from  woods  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  fort,  passed  on  the  east  side  of  the 
fort,  and  disappeared  on  the  road  going  westward. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEK, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL,  DEPARTMENT, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

At  10  a.  m.  a  section  of  artillery  appeared  in  vicinity  of  lead-worKs  and  moved 
toward  large  fort,  disappearing  in  the  woods.  At  11.15  a.  in.  a  column  of  cavalry, 
numbering  600  or  700,  came  out  of  woods  on  the  right  of  fort  near  Weldon  railroad 
and  moved  southward  on  lino  of  Weldoii  railroad. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  27,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staf: 

GENERAL,:  The  following  intercepted  message  is  respectfully  for 
warded  : 

Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

A  brigade  of  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  on  Gilliam's  farm,  left  resting  on  Red  Bluff. 
I  think  they  only  camped  there  lor  the  night.  Stragglers  constantly  passing  Broad 
way  road  toward  City  Point ;  a  few  passing  pontoon  to  Prince  George  side.  I  am  led 
to  believe  there  was  a  considerable  movement  of  troops  during  the  night.  All  the 
tents,  except  three  on  or  near  open  space  to  left  of  Cobb's,  have  disappeared. 

LATER. — The  brigade  has  taken  up  line  of  march  toward  Petersburg.  It  is  com 
posed  of  five  regiments.  Stragglers  passing  open  space  going  toward  front  in  Ches 
terfield.  Gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

STILL  LATER. — Eleven  regiments  passing  open  space,  going  toward  Cobb's  from  front 
in  Chesterfield.  They  were  followed  by  nine  wagonsrguarded  by  infantry.  A  new 
camp  near  the  pontoon  has  just  been  struck.  Troops  coming  toward  Bermuda  Hun 
dred.  Thirteen  regiments  just  passed  pontoon,  going  toward  Prince  George  side ; 
think  they  are  the  same  that  passed  open  space,  except  two  regiments  which  came 
from  the  camp.  These  troops  were  followed  by  fifty-eight  ambulances  and  seventy- 
one  wagons,  straggling  guards  of  infantry  and  cavalry.  Four  pieces  of  artillery 
came  from  front  in  Chesterfield;  passed  open  space  going  toward  pontoon.  The 
troops  before  reported  are  now  passing  Broadway  road  to  Petersburg. 

R., 
Sergeant  at  C. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEK, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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PLANK  EOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  27,  18<Jl — 6  i>.  in. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet.     Xo  change  since  last  report. 

II.  W.  FULTOX, 

/Serf/cant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  THIRD  J)iv.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  184.  J  August  £7,  1861. 

******* 

o.  The  Fifth  and  Sixth  New  Jersey  Regiments  being1  about  to  leave 
this  army,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  carry  with  them  the 
best  wishes  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division.  Having 
taken  part  in  all  the  battles  (with  but  a  single  exception)  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  having  a  record  which  any  organization  may 
be  well  proud  of,  he  hopes  that  after  having  seen  their  friends  at  home 
they  will  soon  return  again  to  remain  until  this  rebellion  is  crushed  and 
peace  and  quietness  once  more  prevail  throughout  the  whole  Union. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Mott: 

J.  II.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  1864. 
Maj.  JOHN  HANCOCK, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps: 
MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  colored  troops  on  my 
immediate  left  were  this  morning  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Hart- 
ranl't. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  PIERCE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


DAVIS  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

Aitgust  27,  1864— 'J.  10  a.  in. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

The  enemy  shows  a  strong  line  of  men  this  a.  m.  loitering  behind 
the  works  in  front  of  lead-works.  About  300  yards  left  of  lead- 
works  I  see  through  an  opening  in  the  trees  a  double  line  of  works, 
the  second  about  200  yards  behind  the  first.  At  intervals  through  the 
woods,  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  right  and  left  of  lead-works,  I  can  see 
breast- works  thrown  up.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  these  works 
have  been  before  reported.  I  see  no  guns  in  any  of  them,  nor  any 
unusual  activity  of  working  parties. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 
35  R  R — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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DAVIS  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  27,  1864 — 9.50  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  A djutant- General  : 

About  100  cavalry,  with  one  ambulance,  have  just  passed  a  point  on 
Squirrel  road  300  yards  left  of  lead-works,  moving  toward  our  left. 
Respectfully.  &c., 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corpx,  U.  S.  Army. 


DAVIS  HOUSE.  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  27,  186-1—10.15  a.  in. 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

9.30. — A  column  of  infantry,  about  200  strong,  moved  to  our  left  on 
Squirrel  road.    The  enemy  have  just  relieved  their  pickets  on  left  of 
railroad.     No  other  movement  is  visible,  except  small  working  parties 
at  different  points  on  their  line. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE, 

Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  1804 — 8  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I  : 

The  following  movements  have  been  seen  to-day  since  my  report  of 
9.50  a.  m.:  At  11.30  a.  m.  about  100  cavalry  passed  a  point  on  Squirrel 
road,  300  yards  left  of  lead- works,  moving  toward  the  right;  probably 
the  same  force  that  moved  to  the  left  at  9.40  a.  m.  At  3  p.  m.  a  section 
of  artillery  passed  same  point,  going  to  the  left.  At  5  p.  m.  about  200 
men,  with  intrenching  tools,  came  outside  the  works  in  front  of  lead- 
works  and  passed  to  the  left  out  of  view.  At  6  p.  m.  about  300  men 
advanced  to  the  front  and  passed  into  the  woods  out  of  view.  I  think 
they  were  going  on  picket. 
Respectfully, 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  1864—0  a.  m. 
General  AYRES: 

GENERAL  :  I  wish  you  would  have  your  pioneers  clear  out  all  the 
obstructions  in  the  draining  ditches  in  the  field  where  we  are  now,  and 
good  wagon  road  bridges  put  over  them  wherever  needed,  instead  of 
the  tilling  of  rails  and  earth  they  now  have  in  places.  We  must  make 
every  effort  to  secure  good  drainage  in  order  to  prevent  sickness. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Crawford.) 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^   HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

No.  49.  J  August  27,  18(j4. 

1.  Colonel  Hofmimn's  brigade.  Fourth  Division,  having1  been  tempo 
rarily  assigned  to  this  division,  will  be  designated  Third  Brigade,  Sec 
ond  Division,  in  future. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ayres: 

CrEO.  L.  CIIOISY, 
First  Lieutenant.  Aide-de-Camp,  and  Actg.  An.^t.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  AS'67 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-Gcneral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  transpired  on 
my  front  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  Some  little  picket-tiring 
occurred  in  front  of  the  Fourth  Division  about  9.30  p.  m.  No  enemy 
has  been  seen,  excepting  t\vo  or  three,  probably  scouts,  about  one  mile 
in  our  front.  The  First  and  Third  Divisions  have  relieved  the  Fourth 
on  the  line  and  it  is  now  going  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gurley 
house.  I  propose  moving  my  headquarters  to-day  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Aikeii  house. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  186-1. 
General  PARKE: 

General  Meade  desires  mo  to  withdraw  tive  batteries  from  your 
corps.  Will  you  inform  Colonel  Monroe  which  ones  you  wish  to  retain  ? 
Tell  him  to  come  and  see  me  to-morrow  to  make  the  necessary  arrange 
ments. 

H.  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-General. 


ARTILLERY  HEADQUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864. 
Colonel  MONROE, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Ninth  Corps  : 

Eight  guns  from  your  corps  are  ordered  to  Baltimore.  Send  a  sec 
tion  each  of  Eaton's,  Rogers',  Mayo's,  and  of  Start's  batteries  to  City 
Point  to  report  to  Colonel  Bowers,  adjutant-general  to  General  Grant. 
The  cannoneers  need  not  go  with  them.  The  horses  and  drivers  you 
will  direct  to  return  to  their  batteries  as  soon  as  the  guns  are  turned 
over  at  City  Point.  They  will  bring  back  the  caissons  with  them  if 
those  are  not  needed.  Eogers'  and  Start's  batteries  are  with  the  corps. 
Eaton's  and  Mayo's  being  in  the  works  here,  I  will  give  them  their 
orders.  I  wish  you  would  hurry  Rogers  and  Start.  Inform  me  at  once 
of  the  receipt  of  this,  and  of  your  action,  and  report  when  the  sections 
leave. 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864—11.10  a.  m. 
General  J.  G.  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant, 
has  just  left  here  for  General  Warren's  headquarters,  and  desires  that 
you  will  meet  him  at  General  Warren's.  Please  acknowledge. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  1864—11.45  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Dispatch  of  11.10  received.  Will  meet  the  lieutenant-general  and 
the  commanding  general  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  General  Warren's 
headquarters. 

JNO.  G.  PA  EKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  SETH  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
on  the  24th  instant  I  forwarded  you  a  statement  of  the  casualties  ill 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps  on  the  18th  and  19th  instant,  including  both 
White's  and  Willcox's  divisions,  as  follows:  Killed,  3  commissioned 
officers  and  44  enlisted  men ;  wounded,  22  commissioned  officers  and 
211  enlisted  men;  missing,  1  commissioned  officer  and  86  enlisted  men; 
total,  20  commissioned  officers  and  341  enlisted  men;  aggregate,  367. 
On  the  2Gth,  as  directed,  I  forwarded  the  following  report  of  my 
casualties  on  the  20th  and  21st  instant  for  the  corps :  Killed,  0  enlisted 
men;  wounded,  4  commissioned  officers  and  41  enlisted  men;  missing, 
4  commissioned  officers  and  132  enlisted  men;  total,  8  commissioned 
officers  and  177  enlisted  men ;  aggregate,  185. 

Consolidated  report  for  the  18th,  19th,  20th,  and  21st  instant:  Killed, 
3  commissioned  officers  and  53  enlisted  men;  wounded,  26  commis 
sioned  officers  and  252  enlisted  men;  missing,  5  commissioned  officers 
and  218  enlisted  men ;  total,  34  commissioned  officers  and  518  enlisted 
men;  aggregate.  552.* 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.]  .  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  1864. 

The  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  requiring  that 
supplies  to  be  carried  from  the  plank  road  to  the  Weldon  railroad  oil 
pack-mules  having  been  rescinded,  division  commanders  are  hereby 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  Part  I,  p.  127. 


CSUP.  LIT.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  549 

directed  to  make  all  necessary  repairs  on  the  roads  leading  from  their 
commands  to  the  plank  road,  keeping1  them  in  good  order  without  fur 
ther  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Farke: 

ROBT.  A.  HUTCHINS, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  if  General  Kautz  will  make  his 
reports  directly  to  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  will  receive 
his  instructions  directly  from  there  f  General  Kautz's  headquarters  are 
still  at  Lucas',  on  the  Prince  George  Court-  House  stage  road.  Until  the 
present,  I  have  kept  one  brigade  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  between  Gen 
eral  Warren's  position  and  Reams'.  The  other,  which  covered  the 
return  of  the  Second  Corps  from  Reams',  is  on  the  plank  road  at  Tem 
ple's,  these  brigades  connecting  their  pickets  between  the  plank  road 
and  the  railroad,  and  to  General  Warren's  left.  I  will  to-day  concen 
trate  my  command  as  directed,  which  will  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
shoeing,  and  also  of  feeding  hay.  The  swamp  crossing  the  plank  road 
between  Temple's  and  the  Williams  house  is  now  full  of  water  suitable 
for  horses.  I  will  select  a  camp  so  that  my  horses  may  be  watered  in 
this  swamp. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I).  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG,  Commanding  Cavalry  : 

I  have  your  dispatch  of  this  morning,  informing  me  That  you  would 
concentrate  your  division  as  directed.  The  order  of  last  evening  was 
not  intended  to  direct  the  concentration  of  your  division,  but  merely  to 
indicate  that  it  would  picket,  watch,  and  hold  against  the  enemy's  cav 
alry  a  certain  part  of  the  mink  and  rear  of  the  army.  The  disposition 
you  had  made  of  it  was  considered  judicious.  General  Kautz  will 
receive  his  instructions  from  you  and  make  his  reports  to  you,  com 
municating  to  these  headquarters  anything  requiring  immediate  atten 
tion  from  it.  This  dispatch  is  not  intended  to  interfere  with  such  dis 
position  of  your  division  or  of  Kautz's  as  you  may  deem  best  suited  to 
carry  out  the  objects  indicated  in  your  instructions,  you  reporting  any 
changes  you  may  make  in  the  posting  of  your  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  Div.,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  This  morning  I  sent  a  communication  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  cavalry  at  Reams'  Station  requesting  that  I  might  be 
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allowed  to  send  burial  parties  on  the  field  at  Reams'  Station.  The 
officer  commanding  the  rebel  picket  north  of  the  station  first  promised 
an  answer  in  ten  minutes;  then,  later,  stated  that  an  answer  would  be 
given  in  an  hour  by  General  Butler.  My  staff  officer  waited  an  hour 
and  a  half  beyond  the  appointed  time  and  then  returned  to  my  head 
quarters  without  an  answer.  The  officer  commanding1  the  rebel  pickets 
stated  that  we  had  about  200  dead  on  the  field,  and  of  these  fifty  had 
been  buried,  and  that  small  parties  were  still  employed  in  burying  the 
dead;  that  all  our  wounded  had  been  removed  save  about  twenty  still 
in  the  church  at  the  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MoM.  GREGG, 
Briyadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

There  are  two  of  our  medical  officers  with  the  wounded  at  the  church. 
The  officer  stated  that  these  wounded  would  be  removed  to-day. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

No.  78.  j  August  27,  1864. 

*  *  #  *  #  #  # 

2.  Col.  Charles  H.  Smith,  First  Maine  Cavalry,  having  reported  for 
duty,  is   hereby  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  cavalry. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg: 

II.  C.  \YEIE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  27,  1864 — 4.50  p.  m. 
General  ORD: 

I  have  just  received  a  signal  dispatch  that  eighteen  cars,  heavily 
loaded  with  troops,  have  just  passed  the  Junction,  en  route  to  Richmond, 
and  sent  a  copy  to  General  Grant. 

J.  VY.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD: 

I  hear  firing  in  your  direction.     Is  anything"  going  on? 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  27,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

General  Ord  directs  me  to  reply  to  your  telegraph  that  there  has 
been  no  tiring  on  his  line  between  the  James  and  Appomattox,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  guns,  which  amounted  to  nothing. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 
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AUGUST  27,  18G4. 
Colonel  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

A  small  brigade  of  infantry  and   eight  army  wagons  have  moved 
toward  our  right,  on  the  road  to  Richmond. 

CHAS.  P..  CROSS, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  K.  C., 

No.  2.'35.  j  In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  27,  1864. 

******* 

VII.  The  Thirty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  sent  to  Wilson's 
Wharf,  James  River,  and  the  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  City  Point. 
Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

******* 

XII.  Col.  E.  B.  Grubb,  Thirty-seven  th  New  Jersey  Volunteers, will  call 
in  all  detachments  of  that  regiment  and  will  then  proceed  to  report  to 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord : 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assista nt  Adjutant- General. 


ORDNANCE  OFFICE,  FORT  MONROE  ARSENAL, 

Old  Point  Comfort,  Va.,  August  27,  1864. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Train,  Broadway  Landing,  Va. : 

SIR:  Your  letter  of  the  23d,  with  requisition  for  100  13-inch  mortar 

shells,  was  received  yesterday,  and  the  shells  will  be  shipped  to  Colonel 

Pitkin  to-day.    With  regard  to  ammunition  for  siege  guns   I  would 

state  that  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  store  all  that  may  be  received 

here  until  you  want  it.     In  case  I  can  not  do  so  I  will  inform  you  of  the 

fact.    Your  requisitions  for  8-inch  shells  have  all  been  filled,  but  I  have 

more  on  hand  which  call  be  sent  you  if  you  desire  it.    The  Coehorn 

mortar  ammunition  has  been  and  will  be  sent  forward  as  fast  as  received. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EDSON, 
Captain  of  Ordnance,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  27,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

The  following  statement  from  the  provost-marshal-general's  office  is 
sent  for  your  information : 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  deserter  from  Sixty-first  Georgia,  Clingman's  brigade,  Hoke's  division,  who  just 
arrived  here,  reports  that  he  left  his  regiment  last  night;  that  they  were  then  lyi'ig 
between  City  Point  railroad  and  the  Appomattox  River.  He  is  a  Prussian  and  under 
stands  very  little  English,  and  knows  little  of  the  enemy's  organizations,  but  he 
seems  quite  certain  that  the  balance  of  Hoke's  division  ia  lying  in  the  trenches  on 


552  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

the  right  of  Clingman.  He  says  they  are  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  troops.  He 
reports  that  the  enemy  had  a  mine  dug  in  front  of  his  brigade,  and  that  about  a  week 
ago  it  tilled  with  water  and  caved  in.  He  says  it  commenced  about  thirty  yards  in 
rear  of  their  works,  running  parallel  with  the  railroad  until  it  approaches  near  our 
lines,  when  it  was  turned  short  to  the  right.  He  also  explains  the  use  of  the  tool  of 
which  I  sent  draft  several  days  ago.  He  says  it  is  used  for  boring  holes  in  the-  earth 
in  front  of  enemy's  works,  forming  listening  galleries  to  guard  against  our  mining. 
He  states  that  they  have  a  row  of  holes  about  ten  feet  apart  all  along  the  front  of 
Cliuginan's  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  18G4. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  story  of  the  deserter  agrees  with  our  own  ideas,  and  we  will  be 
prepared  for  it.    The  place  selected  is  a  good  one  for  us. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  107.  }  In  the  Field,  August  27,  18(14. 

1.  The  troops  recently  constituting  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps, 
under  Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Ferry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  been  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  General  Ferry  will  turn  over  the  records  and  public 
property  belonging  to  headquarters  of  the  division  to  Brig.  Gen.  Will 
iam  Birney,  commanding  colored  brigade,  and  will  also  order  his  staff 
officers,  except  his  aide-de-camp,  to  report  to  him.    Brigadier-General 
Ferry  will  report  for  orders   to  the  major-general  commanding  the 
department. 

2.  Colonel  Grubb,  commanding  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volun 
teers,  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Birney. 

3.  The  Thirty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  as  soon  as  relieved  from 
their  present  position,  will  proceed,  via  City  Point,  to  Wilson's  Wharf 
and  relieve  the  100-days'  troops  now  stationed  there.    The  quarter 
master  will  furnish  transportation  to  City  Point  by  rail,  if  possible. 

4.  The  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  be  relieved  by  Brigadier- 
General  Birney  after  dark  to-night,  and  will  proceed  to  City  Point, 
relieving  the  regiment  of  100-days'  men  on  duty  there. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TE-NTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  27,  1864. 

As  soon  as  the  corps  is  together  the  line  to  be  defended  by  it  will  be 
divided  between  Brigadier-Generals  Terry,  Birney,  and  Foster,  General 
Terry  on  the  left,  General  Birney  on  the  center,  and  General  Foster  on 
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the  right.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  assistant  inspector-general, 
will  make  the  division  of  line  with  regard  to  the  number  of  troops 
under  command  of  each  general,  who  will  be  responsible  for  their  lines, 
as  to  artillery,  pickets,  and  defense,  and  as  to  connections  right  and 
left.  Each  commander  will  have  his  troops  together  with  a  reserve 
sufficient  to  relieve  troops  frequently  from  trenches.  Three  days' 
rations  will  be  kept  on  hand,  and  half-rations  whisky  can  be  issued 
on  order  of  division  commanders  to  troops  on  fatigue.  Weak  points 
should  be  defended  by  additional  abatis  and  vigilant  pickets  and 
reserves.  The  artillery  must  be  well  supported  and  its  officers  con 
tinually  on  the  alert,  especially  at  or  before  daybreak. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HATCHER'S,  August  27,  1864. 

(Received  10.35  a.  m.) 
General  ORD: 

General  Foster  wishes  to  know  when  you  expect  him  to  leave  with 
his  other  brigades. 

THEO.  HEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST  27,  1864. 
Major  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hatcher's: 

General  Foster  wrill  not  leave  until  he  is  relieved  by  other  troops, 
either  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

August  27,  1864. 
General  FOSTER: 

I  will  relieve  you  just  as  soon  as  General  Can-  comes  over  with  his 
command  from  the  other  side  of  Appomattox.  I  have  so  telegraphed 
General  Birney. 

ORD, 
Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   Va.,  August  27,  1864. 
Col.  A.  A.  RAND, 

Commanding  Fourth  Massachusetts   Volunteer  Cavalry  : 

COLONEL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail 
Major  Stevens  with  fifty  mounted  men  to  relieve  the  mounted  picket 
now  on  duty  on  the  Appomattox  River.  The  men  will  take  with  them 
three  days'  rations.  You  will  direct  Major  Stevens  to  report  in  person 
at  these  headquarters  for  instructions  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  27,  18(ii — 3.~>0  p.  m. 
Col.  A.  A.  RAND, 

Commanding  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  with  your 
command  the  Thirty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  now  on  duty  in  the 
front.     Yon  will  move  immediately  under  the  guidance  of  a  staff  officer, 
who  will  be  sent  you  for  the  purpose. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  !'«.,  August  27,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corp*: 
COLONEL:  Pursuant  to  your  instructions  I  had  the  troops  of  my 
command  in  readiness  to  move  as  soon  as  relieved  by  those  of  Briga 
dier-General  Carr's  division,  but  previous  to  the  arrival  of  that  officer 
I  received  instructions  from  Major-General  Ord  not  to  send  from  this 
portion  of  the  line  more  troops  than  General  Carr  brought.  Ascertain 
ing  that  General  Carr  had  but  1,400  men  with  him,  1  sent  Colonel  Cur 
tis'  brigade  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  in  all 
about  ],500  men,  and  by  direction  of  Major-General  Ord  remained  in 
command  of  the  other  two  brigades  of  my  division.  1  directed  Colonel 
Curtis  to  report  to  you  on  arrival.  General  Ames'  division  and  two 
brigades  of  General  Carr's  division  are  here,  and  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  my  command  could  not  all  move  now,  but  General  Ord's  order 
prevented.  I  shall  use  every  endeavor  to  get  my  other  two  brigades 
relieved  during  the  day  or  to-night,  and,  if  possible,  will  reach  my  posi 
tion  before  Petersburg  during  the  night.  I  send  this  by  Lieutenant 
Barnard,  of  my  staff,  who  can  give  yon  any  information  regarding  my 
situation. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

Send  a  staff  officer  and  let  him  relieve  the  rest  of  Carr's  division. 
It  will  save  him  some  marching. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  25.  }  Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  27,  186d. 

Capt.  P.  A.  Davis,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is  re- 
announced  on  the  staff  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding.     All  offi 
cial  communications  for  these  headquarters  will  be  addressed  to  him. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster : 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  ITDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  81.  }  Near  Hatcher's,  Ya.,  August  27,  1864. 

1.  Col.  W.  B.  Barton,  Forty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  having 
reported  for  duty,  will  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second 
Division. 

*#*#*** 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  It.  S.  Foster: 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  109.  J  In  the  Field,   !'«.,  August  27,  1864. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Carr  will,  with  his  division,  occupy  the  right 
of  the  line  of  defenses,  extending  from  the  James  Itiver  to  Battery 
No.  5.     One  brigade  should  occupy  the  space  on  the  left  of  the  line 
from  Battery  No.  5  to  about  200  yards  to  the  right  of  Battery  No.  3, 
and  the  other  brigades  extended  according  to  the  strength  of  the  line 
occupied,  his  pickets  covering  his  front  on  the  picket-line  extending 
to  the  left  as  far  as  where  that  line  crosses  a  ravine  in  front  of  Battery 
No.  7. 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Ames  will,  with  his  division,  occupy  the  left  of  the 
line  of  defenses,  extending  from  General  Carr's  left  to  the  Appomattox 
Itiver,  arranging  his  brigades  so  as  to  cover  the  most  exposed  parts  of 
the  line  with  a  heavy  force.     Ilis  pickets  will  take  the  picket-line  from 
General  Carr's  at  the  crossing  of  the  ravine  in  front  of  Battery  No.  7  to 
the  Appomattox  Itiver. 

III.  Each  division  commander  will  appoint  for  his  division  a  perma 
nent  chief  of  outposts  arid  pickets  who  will  attend  to  posting  the  divis 
ion  pickets  and  visit  them  at  such  times  as  may  be  directed.     The  picket 
duty  is  of  vital  importance,  and  all  officers  and  men  are  expected  when 
on  such  duty  to  attend  to  it,  as  when  in  turn  they  are  olf  picket  their 
safety  and  quiet  depends  on  the  vigilance  of  those  on  picket.     These 
latter  should  never  be  surprised  or  stampeded. 

IY.  Infantry  will  be  detailed  to  support  the  artillery  in  redoubt  in 
front  of  each  division  by  the  respective  commanders  of  such  divisions. 
V.  Regular  parade,  drills,  and  roll-calls  will  be  resumed,  proper  calls 
being  sounded.     Bands  when  practicing  will  be  sent  to  the  rear. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord: 

THEODOEE  HEAD, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )   HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  82.  }  City  Point,   Vu.,  August  £9,  1864. 

I.  Hereafter  deserters  from  the  Confederate  Army  who  deliver  them 
selves  up  to  the  U.  S.  forces  will,  on  taking  an  oath  that  they  will  not 
again  take  up  arms  during  the  present  rebellion,  be  furnished  subsist 
ence  and  free  transportation  to  their  homes  if  the  same  are  within  the 
lines  of  Federal  occupation.  If  their  homes  are  not  within  such  lines 
they  will  be  furnished  subsistence  and  free  transportation  to  any  point 
in  the  Northern  States.  All  deserters  who  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
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will,  if  they  desire  it,  be  given  employment  in  the  quartermaster  and 
other  departments  of  the  army,  and  the  same  remuneration  paid  them 
as  is  given  to  civilian  employes  for  similar  services.  Forced  military 
duty  or  service  endangering  them  to  capture  by  the  Confederate  forces 
will  not  be  exacted  from  such  as  give  themselves  up  to  the  U.  S.  mili 
tary  authorities. 

*  *  *  *  *  •  *  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  28,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Fortress  Monroe: 

I  have  nothing  particular  to  report  this  morning.  There  was  a  little 
more  brisk  tiring  than  usual  about  3  a.  m.,  apparently  on  the  lines  of 
Mott  and  Birney.  As  no  report  has  been  received  of  it  it  is  presumed 
to  have  been  without  consequence.  A  flag  of  truce  sent  in  to  Reams' 
Station  yesterday  by  General  Gregg,  proposing  to  send  a  working- 
party  to  bury  our  dead,  was  declined  by  General  Wade  Hampton  on 
the  ground  that  his  people  were  then  engaged  in  burying  our  dead,  es 
timated  at  200  in  number,  and  that  our  wounded  had  all  been 
removed.  A  congratulatory  order  of  General  Lee  in  yesterday's  Pe 
tersburg  paper  claims  9  guns,  7  colors,  and  2,000  prisoners  as  the 
result  of  the  battle  at  Reams'. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  28,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  On  examination  of  deserters  from  the  enemy  this  morn 
ing  I  find  that  Fry's  and  Davis'  brigades,  of  Heth's  division,  and  Har 
ris',  Wright's,  and  Finegan's,  of  Mahone's  division,  still  retain  their 
old  positions  in  the  trenches.  The  general  supposition  is  that  the  bal 
ance  of  the  two  named  divisions  are  lying  in  reserve  inside  the  enemy's 
works.  I  cannot  locate  Wilcox's  division,  but  deserters  all  say  that 
all  the  troops  which  fought  the  Fifth  [Second]  Corps  at  Reams'  Station 
returned  to  within  the  trenches,  or  enemy's  line,  around  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

August  28,  1864 — 7.55  p.  m.     (Received  7.45  p.  m.) 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

One  deserter  from  Twenty- fifth  Virginia  Battalion,  an  organization 
raised  for  local  defense  in  Richmond,  now  temporarily  attached  to  Ben- 
Ding's  brigade,  came  in  to  day  at  Deep  Bottom;  brings  no  news.  A 
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few  refugees  from  Richmond  agree  as  to  the  hard  times  in  that  local 
ity,  but  have  no  military  information.  One  of  them  says  the  report  is 
current  that  General  Lee  says  he  will  drive  us  off  the  Weldon  road  if 
it  takes  all  his  army  to  do  it. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


IIDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  28,  1864. 
Major-General  .HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:   The  following  dispatch   received  from  the  plank  road 
station : 

7   A.  M. 

All  quiet  and  no  change  perceived  in  enemy's  linos  or  camps.     They  continue  to 
work  on  fortifications  in  vicinity  of  large  fort  near  Weldon  railroad. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  28,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  intercepted  rebel  messages  have  just  been 
received  from  the  signal  officer  at  the  Jordan  house  and  are  respect 
fully  forwarded : 

Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

One  gun-boat  above  pontoon.     No  movements  of  enemy  observed  this  p.  in. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

AUGUST  28,  1864—8.40  A.  M. 
Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

A  battery  of  eighteen  pieces,  eight  horses  to  each  piece,  eight  horses  to  each  cais 
son,  passing  open  space  to  left  of  Cobb's  going  toward  pontoon.  About  twenty-five 
wagons  passing  on  road  going  toward  Cobb's. 

R., 

Sergeant  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

10.15  A.  M. 
Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

A  battery  of  artillery  have  come  from  the  enemy's  front  in  Chesterfield  and  halted 
in  open  space  to  left  of  Cobb's.  Thirty  wagons  have  passed  open  space  going  to 
ward  pontoon. 

R., 
Sergeant  at  C. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 
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Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

A  battery  of  six  pieces  of  artillery,  six  horses  to  eaeh,  have  just  passed  the  Jordan 
farm,  have  now  halted  ill  rear  of  Battery  No.  5;  were  not  there  at  daylight. 

R., 

Sergeant  at  6'. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Artillery  followed  by  six  wagons  going  toward  pontoon  from  open  space  to  our 
left  of  Cobb's. 

R-, 

Sergeant  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Eighteen  pieces  of  artillery  before  reported  did  not  cross  pontoon.  Battery 
reported  in  open  space  has  moved  in  direction  of  Bermuda  Hundred.  Some  twenty 
wagons  crossed  pontoon  from  the  Prince  George  side  and  arc  now  passing  open  space 
going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Chesteriield.  Wagon  train  and  ambulances  crossed 
pontoon  going  toward  Bermuda  Hundred.  There  is  an  increase  of  tents  in  rear  of 
open  space.  About  100  horses  were  taken  from  the  right  of  same  place  going  to 
water  from  which  I  think  there  is  a  cavalry  or  artillery  force  there. 

R., 

Sergeant  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


PLANK  EOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  28,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

All  quiet.    Two  battery  Hags  on  new  works  near  Weldon  railroad. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  28,  1864. 
Maj.  W.  G.  MITCHELL, 

Aide-de-Camp,  Second  Army  Corps: 

MAJOR:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  yesterday  concerning  recommenda 
tion  of  colonels  previously  recommended  for  promotion,  now  to  receive 
brevets,  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  for  a  brevet,  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct,  Col.  James  A.  Beaver,  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  has  already  been  recommended 
by  his  former  commanders  for  promotion  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-gen 
eral,  and  who  lost  his  leg  at  Keains'  Station,  August  25.  Although  not 
among  those  mentioned  in  your  note  as  having  been  previously  recom 
mended  for  promotion,  I  desire  to  recommend  for  the  brevet  rank  of 
brigadier-general,  Lieut.  Col.  K.  O.  Broady,  Sixty  first  New  York  Vol 
unteers,  who  has  for  some  time  held  the  commission  of  colonel  in  his 
regiment,  but  cannot  be  mustered  on  account  of  the  insufficient  num 
bers  of  his  regiment.  Colonel  Broady  is  an  officer  of  proved  ability. 
He  commanded  tke  Fourth  Brigade  of  this  division  in  the  action  of 
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August  25  until  wounded,  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  field.     I 
consider  that  the  service  would  be  benefited  by  the  conferring-  upon 
him  of  the  additional  rank  desired. 
Very  respectfully, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  /   HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  I'D  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  61.  i  August  2S,  1864. 

The  number  of  colors  lost  recently  in  this  command  calls  for  special 
notice  from  the  major- general  commanding  the  division.  A  written 
report  will  be  required  from  each  regimental  commander  losing  a  color 
on  the  25th  instant;  and  in  every  case  where  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  adequate  reason  for  the  loss  the  regiment  will  not  be  per 
mitted  to  carry  any  colors  until  it  demonstrates  in  action  its  ability  to 
protect  them.  This  rule  will  hereafter  be  followed  in  regard  to  all 
colors  lost  in  battle,  that  the  absence  of  them  may  be  a  standing 
reproach  to  those  unable  or  unwilling  to  defend  them. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Gibbon,  commanding  division: 

A.  HENRY  EMBLER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DAVIS  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  28,  1864—7  p-  m. 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

3.15  p.  in.  the  enemy  marched  a  column  of  infantry  north  on  Weldou 
railroad.     They  were  about  800  strong.     Everything  very  quiet. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant  and  /Signal  Officer. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  28,  1864 — 4.20  a.  m. 

Division  commanders  will   hold   their  commands    in  readiness  for 
instant  service  in  any  direction  they  may  be  needed. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

A.  S.  MARVIN,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

August  28,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  in  my 
front  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  I  have  had  a  survey  made  of 
the  line  and  am  now  making  some  improvements  in  its  location,  mainly 
to  place  the  men  on  dry  ground. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General, 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  45.  j  August  28,  1864. 

I.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  155,  paragraph  2,  head 
quarters  Ninth  Army  Corps,  of  this  date,  the  undersigned  assumes 
temporary  command  of  the  First  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

II.  The  staff  will  remain  the  same  as  before,  with  the  addition  of  First 
Lieut.  R.  A.  Watts,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp, 
who  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

j.  F.  IIARTRANFT, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  IS.  Volunteers. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  28,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  picket- 
line  from  James  River  to  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps.  General 
Kautz  reports  one  man  wounded  by  a  guerrilla  near  Rollins'  house,  on 
the  Powhatan  road.  Tbe  picket-line  of  the  Second  Division  is  complete 
from  Gary's  Church,  on  the  plank  road,  to  the  railroad  near  the  Wyatt 
road,  thence  to  Warren's  left.  One  brigade  is  posted  between  the  plank 
road  and  the  Williams  house,  and  one  brigade  between  the  Williams 
house  and  Doctor  Gurley's.  A  sketch  of  the  picket-line  will  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  28,  186-1.     (Received  0.50  p.  m.) 
Col.  J.  W.  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  at  C.15  p.  m. 
a  train  often  cars  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward  Peters 
burg. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
.  Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Telegraph  this  to  General  Ord. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Augtist  28,  1864.     (Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  ORD: 

A  quartermaster  is  here  stating  that  he  has  orders  at  once  to  take  all 
the  details  from  the  depots.  It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  relieve 
those  details  until  the  troops  of  General  Foster  and  Thirty-seventh  New 
Jersey  arrive.  You  know  the  length  of  my  line  and  that  it  needs  aU 
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of  my  troops.  I  am  expecting  Foster  and  Thirty  seventh  New  Jersey 
hourly.  Until  they  come  the  taking  away  of  your  details  from  depots 
will  make  it  impossible  to  send  others.  All  of  your  corps  has  been 
relieved  except  those.  The  enemy  made  a  sharp  attack  011  iny  line  at 
daylight. 

D.  13.  BIEXEY, 

Major-General. 


HATCHER'S,  August  28,  186-1. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

If  Colonel  Grubb  had  obeyed  my  orders  yesterday  lie  would  have 
been  able  to  have  relieved  the  quartermaster's  employes  before  this. 
He  had  positive  orders  to  march  some  time  ago,  and  if  you  can  send  down 
and  get  a  detail  from  him  before  you  can  call  back  the  quartermaster's 
party,  you  had  better  do  so  and  can  take  your  choice.  This  dispatch 
will  be  your  authority. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major- General. 


AUGUST  28,  1804 — 12.55  p.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

1  have  directed  Colonel  McGilvery,  as  department  commander,  to 
remain  here  until  all  my  batteries  are  in  place  and  the  officers  fully 
instructed  as  to  their  duties,  range,  &c.  Colonel  Piper  has  the  same 
instructions  on  your  side  of  the  river,  and  will  not  be  relieved  by  you 
until  you  wish  it. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major- Genera  I. 


AUGUST  28,  1804. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Colonel  McGilvery  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

E/O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


AUGUST  28,  1804. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

1  inspected  the  front  formerly  occupied  by  General  Foster  at  sunset 
last  night,  and  General  Carr's  division  was  there  on  the  ground.  Gen 
eral  Foster  should  have  reached  you  last  night.  Colonel  Grubb  sent 
me  word  a  few  moments  ago  that  General  Birney  had  authorized  him 
to  stay  at  Fort  Converse.  If  you  choose  to  keep  the  details  of  Colonel 
Cole's  cavalry  and  let  Colonel  Grubb's  regiment  remain  where  it  is  I 
have  no  objection,  but  the  only  way  to  get  scattered  men  to  their  com 
mands  is  to  order  them  peremptorily  to  join,  and  applications  will  soon 
come  in  for  new  details.  I  had  so  ordered  with  Colonel  Grubb's  regi 
ment  and  with  the  details  from  the  Tenth  Corps  at  the  depots,  City 
Point,  railroad,  or  elsewhere. 

E.  O.  C.  OKD, 

Major-General. 
36  R  R — VOL  XJLII,  PT  II 
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HATCHER'S,  August  28,  186-1 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIBNEY: 

I  have  just  learned  that  General  Foster  is  still  here,  and  he  is  ordered 
to  move  at  once  to  join  you.  This  is  due  to  misunderstanding  as  to 
when  he  was  relieved,  General  Carr  not  having  reported  him  relieved 
to  these  headquarters  or  notifying  him  that  he  was  relieved. 

E.  O.  0.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  28,  1864. 
General  BIRNEY: 

GENERAL  :  I  packed  up  and  started  for  your  headquarters  this  morn 
ing.  General  Ord  detained  me  and  says  I  must  remain  here  to-day  to 
instruct  his  battery  officers  the  range  to  different  points  of  the  enemy's 
line.  Captain  James,  Third  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  who  reports  with 
his  battery  to  you  this  morning,  took  a  memorandum  of  all  the  batteries 
on  your  line  yesterday  for  me  and  is  doubtless  prepared  to  give  you  any 
information  in  regard  to  them  that  you  may  require.  I  have"  shown 
your  last  dispatch  to  General  Ord.  He  says  I  must  remain,  neverthe 
less,  and  give  the  above-mentioned  information.  I  shall  come  as  soon 
as  I  can  get  away. 
Respectfully, 

F.  McGILVERY, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  10-4.         '  ]  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  28,  1864. 

******* 

4.  The  position  of  the  troops  of  this  division  in  the  trenches  is  re 
assigned  as  follows,  viz : 

First.  The  First  Brigade,  Col.  J.  B.  Howell,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsyl 
vania  Volunteers,  commanding,  will  occupy  their  present  front  with 
two  regiments  in  the  trenches  and  two  in  reserve. 

Second.  The  Second  Brigade,  Col.  J.  R.  Hawley,  Seventh  Connecti 
cut  Volunteers,  commanding,  will  rest  its  left  as  now,  connecting  with 
the  right  of  the  First  Brigade,  extending  on  the  right  to  a  point  about 
520  yards  to  the  left  of  the  Hare  house.  Colonel  Hawley  will  place 
one-half  of  his  troops  in  the  trenches  and  the  other  half  in  reserve,  pro 
vided  that  one-half  of  his  force  will  give  not  less  than  one  man  to  every 
yard  of  the  front  assigned  to  him.  Only  one  of  the  two  regiments 
armed  with  Spencer  rifles  will  be  placed  in  the  front  line  at  once,  and 
the  men  now  on  the  line  between  the  Hare  house  and  the  front,  520 
yards  to  the  left  of  it,  will  not  be  removed  until  relieved  by  the  troops 
of  Brigadier-General  Birney's  command. 

Third.  The  Third  Brigade,  Col.  H.  M.  Plaisted,  Eleventh  Maine  Vol 
unteers,  commanding,  will  occupy  the  ground  between  the  left  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  Mott's  division,  of  the  Second  Corps.  Colonel 
Plaisted  will  place  one-half  of  his  men  on  the  front  line  and  one-half  in 
reserve,  provided  that  one-half  of  his  force  will  be  sufficient  to  place 
not  less  than  one  man  to  the  yard  in  the  trenches. 
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Fourth.  The  reserves  will  relieve  the  troops  in  the  trenches  once  in 
forty-eight  hours. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Hatcher's,  Va.,  August  28,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assist  a  n  t  Adjutant-  General : 

COLONEL:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  corps  headquarters, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Brig.  Gen. 
R.  S.  Foster,  I  left  the  defenses  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Battery  No.  G, 
at  G.15  a.  in.  on  the  27th  instant,  with  the  following  troops,  viz:  One 
hundred  and  forty-second,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth,  One  hundred 
and  twelfth,  and  Third  New  York  Volunteers,  and  the  Twenty-fourth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  numbering  in  all  57  commissioned 
officers  and  1,580  enlisted  men;  and  that  I  reported  at  the  headquar 
ters  Tenth  Army  Corps,  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  at  10  a.  m.  the  same  day, 
with  57  officers  and  1,577  men,  three  men  having  been  excused  and  sent 
to  the  rear  by  the  surgeon.  At  6  p.  in.  1  was  assigned  a  position  on  the 
right  of  the  line  before  Petersburg,  as  follows:  three  regiments  with 
their  right  resting  on  the  river  and  their  left  resting  at  the  mortar  and 
light  lli-pounder  battery,- posted  on  the  right  of  the  race-course,  and 
one  regiment  assigned  to  picket  duty  on  the  Appomattox  River,  their 
left  resting  near  the  Dunn  house ;  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  was,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  reported  to 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry  at  1  p.  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  M.  CURTIS, 
Colonel  142d  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  28,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Captain  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  to  report  one  man  wounded  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry  last  night  on  picket  near  Rollins'  house,  on  the  Pow- 
hatan  road.  He  was  tired  upon  three  or  four  times  and  struck  in  three 
places  with  buckshot  and  horse  killed.  In  other  respects  the  line  has 
been  undisturbed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


[AUGUST  29,  1864. — For  Grant  to  Halleck,  referring  incidentally  to 
Sheridan's  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  the  return  of  the 
Sixth  Army  Corps  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  see  Vol.  XXXIX. 
Part  II,  p.  313.] 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  29,  1864 — 11.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report  this  morning.  The  13-inch 
mortar  has  been  placed  in  battery  on  the  right  of  the  Tenth  Corps 
front,  and  from  time  to  time  throws  shell  at  the  railroad  depot  in  Peters 
burg.  The  difficulty  of  supplying  the  troops  on  the  Weldon  railroad, 
and  the  advantage  of  greater  facility  in  moving  troops  from  left  to  right 
of  our  extended  line,  has  caused  my  attention  to  be  called  to  the  expedi 
ency  of  extending  the  City  Point  railroad  to  the  Weldon  railroad  in 
rear  of  our  lines.  A  survey  by  the  engineers  proves  the  scheme  quite 
feasible,  and  there  is  ample  material  in  the  shape  of  rails  and  ties  on 
the  Norfolk  road.  The  labor,  therefore,  would  consist  in  the  trans 
portation  of  this  material,  the  grading  and  laying  of  the  track.  The 
engineers  estimate  it  would  require  a  mouth  to  complete  the  work,  but 
I  am  of  the  opinion,  by  placing  a  large  force  on  it,  it  could  be  done  in  a 
shorter  time.  The  question  of  its  expediency  is  greatly  dependent  on 
the  proposed  future  operations,  and  is  therefore  submitted  to  you  for 
judgment.  If  it  is  contemplated  the  army  will  remain  in  its  present 
position  for  any  considerable  time  over  the  period,  three  weeks,  required 
to  construct  the  road,  I  think  it  would  pay,  as  unless  this  is  done  we 
shall  have  to  build,  at  least,  two  corduroy  roads  between  the  plank  road 
and  Weldon  railroad.  Report  from  signal  officer  just  in  indicates  a 
movement  of  the  enemy's  infantry  from  their  right  to  left.  Troops 
are  seen  passing  in  that  direction  this  morning. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  29,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  will  direct  work  to  be  commenced  on  the  railroad  extension  at  once. 
I  do  not  want  to  give  up  the  Weldon  road,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  until  we 
get  Richmond.  That  may  be  months  yet.  To  facilitate  operations, 
wagons  returning  from  near  the  Norfolk  road  and  from  the  Weldon 
road  should  throw  in  alight  load  of  rails  and  bring  them  to  the  present 
depot.  No  rails  should  be  brought  from  the  Norfolk  road  east  of 
where  the  proposed  road  will  intersect  it,  unless  the  engineers  deem  it 
expedient  to  haul  in  wagons  all  the  rails  that  will  be  required.  When 
the  road  is  finished  to  that  point,  a  train  of  cars  could  be  run  down  the 
road  and  used  to  bring  up  the  rails.  Again,  if  wagons  were  to  be  used 
exclusively  in  placing  rails  where  they  are  wanted,  four  parties  could 
work  at  once — one  from  the  Weldou  road  north,  two  from  the  Norfolk 
road  (one  north,  the  other  south),  and  one  from  the  City  Point  road. 
The  manner  of  doing  the  work  will  be  submitted  to  the  engineers. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  29,  1864. 

(Received  1  p.  in.) 
Major-General  MEADE: 

If  Captain  Michler  can  possibly  be  spared,  direct  him  to  report  here 
for  orders.  I  want  an  engineer  officer  to  report  to  General  Sheridan 
for  duty. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS   ARMY   OF   THE   POTOMAC, 

AiHjuxt  20,  18K1—3  i).  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  GRANT  : 

I  cannot  possibly  spare  Major  Miehler.  Two  officers,  Captains  Men- 
dell  and  Tumbnll,  Lave  recently  been  taken  away.  Major  Duane's 
health  is  precarious  and  I  am  daily  expecting  his  being  obliged  to  leave 
on  this  account.  Miehler  is  the  only  officer  of  experience  i  have  to  act 
as  chief  engineer.  In  our  present  position  the  engineers  are  very  much 
occupied.  Besides  field-works,  there  are  the  surveys  for  roads,  the 
obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  countermin 
ing,  and  a  variety  of  miscellaneous  duties  which  are  constantly  arising 
and  would  prevent  the  reduction  of  the  engineering  force  of  this  army. 
If  it  is  deemed  imperative  to  take  an  officer  from  this  army,  I  would 
prefer  the  detachment  of  Captain  Harwood,  but  I  hope  some  one  may 
be  found  other  than  those  now  here. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  29,  18(14 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  presume  that  our  cavalry  is  so  disposed  that  the  enemy  cannot 
come  around  Warren's  flank  and  attack  in  rear  without  our  having 
timely  notice.  If  they  should  make  such  an  attack  Warren  should 
move  with  every  man  he  has  and  trust  to  getting  back  his  position 
after  a  battle. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  2!),  I8(i'i — 1.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

Your  dispatch  of  1.20  received.  Kautz's  division  of  cavalry  watches 
our  rear  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to  the  James.  Gregg's  division 
pickets  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  west,  around  our  rear,  and  to 
Warren's  left.  Any  movement  of  the  enemy,  such  as  you  indicate, 
would  therefore  be  known.  There  is  no  indication  of  any  such  move 
ment.  Perhaps  my  dispatch  of  this  a.  in.  may  have  been  accidentally 
either  erroneously  written  or  misapprehended.  I  desire  to  say  the 
enemy's  infantry  had  been  seen  passing  from  the  vicinity  of  lead 
works  toward  Petersburg,  apparently  moving  to  their  left.  I  have 
four  divisions  of  infantry  in  reserve,  ready  to  meet  any  movement  in 
our  rear  or  on  the  left. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  2f),  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  INGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Armies  Operating  against  Richmond : 

You  will  please  extend  the  City  Point  Railroad  with  the  least  practi 
cable  delay  to  the  Weldon  railroad,  the  extension  to  pass  in  rear  of  our 
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present  lines,  and  at  points  giving  the  greatest  accommodations  to  our 
troops.    Telegraphs  marked  A  and  B  on  the  subject  are  respectfully 
inclosed  for  your  information.* 
By  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  QUARTERMASTER, 

August  29,  1864. 
Maj.  J.  C.  DUANE, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Meade's  Hdqrs.  : 
The  survey  was  made  at  the  time  by  competent  engineers;  the  dis 
tance  was  about  four  or  five  miles;  cost  of  construction  about  $75,000; 
time,  four  weeks.  It  was  thought  by  General  Grant  that  further  action 
would  be  unnecessary ;  but  if  General  Meade  desires  a  road  constructed 
in  rear  of  his  lines  1  will  have  a  cheap  temporary  track  laid  down  that 
will  not  cost  much  nor  take  much  time. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  29,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  INGALLS  : 

Major  Duane  has  shown  me  your  dispatch  offering  to  build  the  rail 
road  from  the  City  Point  road  to  the  Weldon  road.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  accept  your  offer.  All  the  labor  you  want  can  be  furnished  by 
details.  There  is  ample  material  on  the  Norfolk  road.  Possibly  even 
the  ties  on  that  road  may  be  available.  At  any  rate,  we  can  get  all 
the  material  on  the  ground  in  advance  of  the  preparation  of  the  bed  of 
the  roadway.  I  have  directed  Duaue  to  confer  with  you. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  29, 1864. 

(Received  11.30  p.  m.) 
General  M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Quartermaster-General : 

General  Grant  has  ordered  me  to  extend  the  City  Point  Railroad  to 
the  Weldon  road  at  once  in  rear  of  our  lines.  I  have  ordered  work  to 
be  commenced  at  once  and  to  be  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Detail  will  be  made  from  the  troops  to  assist.  Will  you  please  direct 
Colonel  McCallum  to  send  additional  men  and  the  necessary  material 
to  complete  this  work  without  any  delay?  General  Grant  is  anxious 
to  have  it  completed  at  the  earliest  moment  possible. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 

"  See  Meade  to  Grant,  11.45  a.  in.,  uud  Grant's  reply,  p.  564. 
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CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  29,  1864. 

(Received  11  p.  in.) 
Major  WENTZ, 

Chief  Engineer  and'  Superintendent,  Alexandria: 
I  have  just  received  a  communication  from  General  Ingalls,  inclosing 
order  of  General  Grant,  for  the  immediate  construction  of  line  of  rail 
road  to  connect  City  Point  road  with  Weldon  road,  starting  from  and 
connecting  with  the  two  most  convenient  points  on  both  roads.  Gen 
eral  Ingalls  requested  me  to  telegraph  you,  and  urge  immediate  action, 
and  the  mustering  of  all  railroad  force  you  can  obtain,  and  as  many 
military  will  be  furnished  as  may  be  needed.  He  has  telegraphed  the 
quartermaster-general,  who  will  confer  with  you,  and  that  you  notify 
Colonel  McCallum  of  your  wants,  and  call  on  him  for  all  the  assistance 
he  can  send  you.  If  McAlpine  does  not  get  back  to-night  I  am  ordered 
to  go  over  to  headquarters  in  the  morning  to  see  Major  Duanein  regard 
to  the  line  and  the  points  he  wishes  to  connect.  Please  telegraph  your 
instructions  immediately,  as  General  Ingalls  is  urgent.  I  will  telegraph 
McAlpine  at  Norfolk. 

JNO.  MORGAN, 

Assistant  Engineer. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  August  29,  1864. 
Capt.  M.  SMITH, 

Commanding  James  River  Flotilla : 

There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  one  or  more  torpedoes  were 
planted  in  the  river,  between  this  and  Wilcox's  Landing,  last  night. 
Before  sending  out  any  vessels,  particularly  with  valuable  cargoes,  I  wish 
at  least  to  have  a  search  made  to  see  if  the  suspicion  entertained  is 
verified.  I  would  be  pleased,  captain,  if  you  would  instruct  the  officers 
in  your  command  convenient  to  this  locality  to  search  the  river  from 
immediately  below  here  to  Wilcox's  Landing. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  August  29, 1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  City  Point,  Va.: 

Scouts  who  left  Mine  Run  Thursday  night  are  just  in,  and  report  fol 
lowing:  Wickham's  and  Young's  cavalry  brigades  passed  up  the  Yalley 
early  part  of  last  week.  Corse's  and  Anderson's  brigades  started  for 
Richmond  early  part  of  last  week.  Anderson's  brigade  recalled  and  is 
still  in  Yalley.  Thought  to  be  no  infantry  now  in  the  Yalley  but  part 
of  E well's  old  corps  and  two  or  three  brigades  of  Longstreet's  corps. 
General  Ed.  Johnson,  of  Ewell's  corps,  gone  to  Atlanta.  Understood 
that  Beauregard  has  gone  to  Atlanta  with  troops  from  Valley.  General 
Lomax  is  in  Richmond,  but  not  known  whether  his  brigade  is  there. 
Prominent  secessionists  of  Orange  County  say  Richmond  cannot  be 
held  a  month  with  Weldon  road  in  our  possession.  Rumors  of  impor 
tant  movements  of  infantry  in  the  Yalley  when  scouts  left,  but  no  par 
ticulars  could  be  had.  Other  scouts  will  be  in  Wednesday. 

GEORGE  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  to  Generals  Meade  and  Sheridan.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

City  Point,  August  29,  1864. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Our  men  failed  in  reaching  our  agent  night  before  last, 
being  driven  back  by  the  enemy's  scouts.  They  met  him,  however, 
last  night,  he  having  left  Richmond  on  Saturday  evening.  He  says 
that  he  knows  of  no  military  movements,  as  none  have  taken  place 
through  Richmond  in  any  direction.  Two  trains  a  day  are  run  on  the 
Virginia  Central  Railroad,  and  they  go  certainly  as  i'ar  as  Gordons- 
ville,  as  the  agent  himself  lately  bought  a  ticket  to  that  point  for  a 
woman  of  his  acquaintance.  Xo  supplies  are  being  sent  to  General 
Early  whatever.  It  is  understood  that  Early  must  subsist  himself  or 
starve.  Everything  has  been  called  in  from  the  country  easterly  of 
Richmond,  and  the  agent  is  quite  certain  that  there  are  now  but  three 
picket-posts  from  Bottom's  Bridge  to  Richmond,  with  two  men  on  each 
post.  He  says  that  last  night  it  was  understood  that  twenty  men 
belonging  to  the  torpedo  corps  were  to  be  sent  down  to  join  with  fifteen 
scouts,  under  Lieutenant  Tolman,  to  put  torpedoes  in  the  James  River 
below  this  point.  They  had  been  waiting  for  a  favorable  night  for 
some  time.  He  knows  that  the  twenty  men  came  from  Richmond  on 
Saturday,  and  he  thinks  that  the  work  was  done  last  night.  He 
thought  that  the  torpedoes  would  be  put  in  the  river  near  Kimmage's, 
but  our  scouts  told  him  that  last  night  they  happened  to  land  near 
Kimmage's.  He  then  said  that  there  had  been  but  two  other  points 
spoken  of,  one  of  which  was  Harrison's  and  the  other  the  mouth  of 
Herring  Creek.  This  is  all  the  information  we  have  on  that  subject. 
Our  agent  brought  through  with  him  night  before  last  a  Mr.  Make- 
water,  engineer  on  the  rebel  steamer  Beaufort,  and  a  week  from  now 
he  will  bring  the  chief  engineer  of  the  rebel  gun-boat  Fredericksburg. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a  lookout  for  these  people,  as  after  having 
effected  their  escape  they  are  not  desirous,  on  account  of  their  families 
and  friends,  of  giving  information  which  will  afterward  appear  in  the 
papers,  and  consequently  conceal  their  former  occupation.  I  believe 
that  Makewater  was  received  yesterday  by  the  provost-marshal  at 
General  Butler's  headquarters.  I  inclose  herewith  Saturday's  Rich 
mond  paper,  being  the  only  one  brought.  One  of  my  lines  is  running 
very  well  now,  and  if  the  commanding  general  desires  any  specitic 
information  I  should  be  glad  to  have  my  attention  directed  to  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


CITY  POINT,  August.  29,  1864. 
Captain  McENTEE : 

General  Grant  has  a  dispatch  from  Washington  to-day  noon,  brought 
by  our  people  from  Mine  Run,  indicating  that  troops  from  the  Valley 
are  on  their  way  back  to  Richmond.  Details  not  yet  received,  but 
expected  by  other  scouts  Wednesday.  General  Edward  Johnson  gone 
to  Atlanta.  Rumored  also  that  Beauregard  had  gone  to  Atlanta  with 
some  of  the  troops  from  the  Valley.  Information  received  here  to-day 
shows  only  that  Bushrod  Johnson's  and  Hoke's  divisions  are  in  position 
in  front  of  the  Tenth  Corps.  Three  refugees  from  Richmond  bring 
nothing  different  from  report  to  General  Humphreys  this  morning. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
August  2V,  1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Colonel  SIIARPE. 

City  Point: 

Deserters  from  Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina,  Bnshrod  Johnson's  divis 
ion,  report  Johnson  and  Hoke  before  Tenth  Corps.  Deserter  from  First 
Engineers  says  it  is  the  only  engineer  regiment  in  rebel  service.  De 
tachments  of  it  are  at  bridges  across  the  James,  remainder  encamped 
near  Petersburg.  Deserter  from  Seventh  Tennessee  says  only  between 
fifty  and  sixty  in  the  regiment.  Heard  sergeant-major  say  so.  All 
came  in  last  evening  and  early  this  morning.  Three  refugees  brought 
no  news. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT. 

August  29,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  plank  road  sta 
tion: 

At  7. 10  a.  m.  a  column  of  infantry. numbering  between  3,000  and  4.000,  came,  from 
woods  in  the  rear  of  the  large  fort  near  Weldon  railroad  aud  went  toward  Peters 
burg,  disappearing  near  lead-works.  Enemy's  line  quiet.  They  continue  working 
on  new  line  of  works  near  Weldoii  railroad. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  29,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  received 
from  the  signal  officer  at  the  Jordan  house : 

AUGUST  29—9  a.  m. 

The  enemy  are  at  work  intrenching  north-northwest  from'  this  point,  probably 
with  the  intention  of  enfilading  the  13-inch  mortar.  The  enemy  have  just  been 
using  a  Whitworth  gun  from  a  point  behind  the  woods  nearly  opposite  Dow's  mortar 
battery. 

CLARK, 

Captain. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  2!),  18C4. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  just 
received  from  the  station  near  the  Gibbon  house: 

AUGUST  29—2.10  p.  in. 

Two  pieces  of  light  artillery  have  jnst  moved  from  Petersburg  toward  the  enemy's 
works  in  front  of  Cemetery  Hill. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKEK, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  233.  }  August  2!),  1864. 

******* 

6.  The  Artillery  Brigade  of  the  Ninth  Corps  will  be  constituted  as 
follows,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Monroe,  First  1th ode  Island  Artillery,  com 
manding:  I'oemer's  battery,  Thirty-fourth  New  York,  four  3-inch  guns; 
Durell's  battery  (Pennsylvania),  six  3-inch  guns;  Jones'  battery,  Elev 
enth  Massachusetts,  four  3-inch  guns;  Eaton's  battery,  Twenty-seventh 
New  York,  four  Napoleons;  Twite-hell's  battery,  Seventh  Maine,  four 
Napoleons;  .Rogers'  battery,  Nineteenth  New  York,  four  Napoleons.  The 
following-named  batteries,  now  in  the  Ninth  Corps,  are  transferred  to 
the  Artillery  Reserve,  and  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Hunt,  chief 
of  artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  who  will  give  the  necessary  instruc 
tions  for  the  organization  of  the  artillery  park  of  the  corps,  and  for  the 
transfer  of  the  surplus  material  to  the  artillery  park  of  the  army: 
Start's,  Third  Vermont,  four  3-inch  guns;  Thomas',  Second  Maine, 
four  3-inch  guns;  Mayo's,  Third  Maine,  four  3-inch  guns;  W right's, 
Fourteenth  Massachusetts,  four  3-inch  guns. 

******* 

10.  The  attention  of  corps  and  other  independent  commanders  is 
called  to  the  large  number  of  officers  and  men  on  special,  extra,  or  daily 
duty,  and  on  detached  service  within  this  army.  According  to  the  last 
reports  over  1,000  officers  and  21,000  enlisted  men  are  so  employed; 
numbers  considered  by  the  commanding  general  altogether  dispropor 
tionate  to  the  present  strength  of  the  army,  and  he  calls  upon  corps 
and  independent  commanders  to  institute  rigid  inspections  for  the  pur 
pose  of  ascertaining  whether  many  of  the  officers  and  men  now  on 
special  service  cannot  be  returned  to  duty.  It  is  supposed  that,  as  a 
general  thing,  the  existing  details  for  detached  service  were  made  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  and  now  that  the  army  is  so 
much  reduced  in  its  effective  strength  the  commanding  general  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  details  for  special  service  should  be  reduced  pro 
portionately,  and  he  trusts  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  direct  attention 
to  the  subject  to  secure  the  return  to  duty  of  all  officers  and  men  whose  - 

service  on  detached  duty  can  possibly  be  dispensed  with. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

-  August  2V,  1864—12.35  p.  m. 

The  attention  of  corps  commanders  is  called  to  the  circular  of  July  2,* 
from  these  headquarters,  calling-  for  reports  twice  daily,  by  telegraph, 
of  the  events  that  transpired  within  the  preceding-  twelve  hours.  The 
daily  evening-  reports  may  hereafter  be  discontinued,  but  it  is  expected 
that  morning  reports  giving-  a  full  summary  of  events  that  may  have 
transpired  the  twenty-four  hours  previous  will  be  regularly  rendered 
at  or  before  0  a.  in. 
By  command  of  ^Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
(To  Generals  Hancock,  Warren,  and  Parke.) 


ARTILLERY  HEADQUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  29,  1861—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

The  artillery  on  the  lines  is  under  my  general  charge.  The  generals 
having"  charge  of  portions  of  the  line  give  such  orders  to  the  batteries 
as  their  positions  or  circumstances  require.  All  the  batteries  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  the  only  serviceable  ones  at  my  disposal,  are  now  in  posi 
tion.  There  are  none  to  replace  yours,  as  there  is  no  reserve  artillery. 

HENRY   J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  494.  {  August  29,  1864. 

1.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Wilson,  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
is  hereby  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  Consolidated 
Brigade  of  this  division. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Miles : 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864. 
[General  MOTT:] 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  engineers  have  decided  the  location  for  a  redoubt,  about  2f)0  yards 
in  front  of  the  Strong  house.  In  order  to  cover  properly  the  working 
party  on  this  redoubt,  your  picket-line  may  have  to  be  advanced  a  little 
in  that  vicinity.  I  am  directed  to  meet  the  commander  of  the  brigade, 
the  picket-line,  or  some  officer  charged  with  establishing  the  new  posts, 
and  indicate  generally  to  him  where  the  line  is  to  run.  You  will 
be  required  to  furnish  500  men  to  work  on  this  redoubt  in  two 
reliefs,  one  only  being  absent  from  the  line  at  once.  The  first  relief  to 
be  ready  for  work  at  7  a.  m.  The  ineu  can  be  taken  from  the  brigade 

*  See  Vol.  XL,  Part  II,  p.  587. 
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camped  near  the  Strong  house  with  the  above  precaution.  I  will  be  at 
General  Pierce's  headquarters  about  7  a.  in.  to-morrow  to  meet  the  officer 
you  may  designate. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

It  is  all  quiet  here  this  morning.  I  would  like  to  ride  along  the 
lines,  perhaps  as  far  as  your  headquarters,  it'  there  is  no  reason  for  my 
remaining  here. 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  29,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inquire 
whether  the  Fifth  Corps  has  been  reorganized  into  tliree  divisions  as 
proposed  by  you  some  time  ago;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  instructions 
of  the  commanding  general  requiring  that  the  troops  of  the  old  First 
Corps,  certain  Maryland  regiments  excepted,  should  compose  one  of  the 
new  divisions,  have  been  complied  with. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL:  The  enemy's  pickets  in  our  front,  right  and  left  of  the 
railroad,  have  shown  a  disposition  to  advance  slightly  this  morning, 
apparently  for  the  purpose  of  observation.  There  has  been  some  firing 
in  that  quarter,  and  one  man  of  our  pickets  wounded.  All  is  now 
quiet. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  llth  Infantry  (in  temporary  command  Second  Division). 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  transpired  on 
my  front  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  A  portion  of  my  line  on 
the  right  is  being  altered,  which  will  increase  the  strength  of  the  line 
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and  give  tlie  troops  better  camping-ground.  I  have  ordered  one-fourth 
of  the  command  to  be  on  duty  at  the  parapet,  with  arms  and  aceou fer 
ments,  throughout  the  day,  one-third  throughout  the  night,  and  the 
whole  command  to  be  under  arms  at  4:  a.  in.,  and  remain  until  5. 

JXO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  29,  186-1—12.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  submit  your  views 
with  regard  to  reorganizing  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  Divisions  ot 
your  corps  into  two  divisions,  and  in  the  event  of  such  reorganization, 
what  distribution  do  you  advise  should  be  made  of  the  several  regi 
ments  and  of  the  staff  officers  that  would  be  rendered  supernumerary? 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ARTILLERY  HEADQUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Before  Petersburg,  Vn.,  August  20,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  MONROE, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  inclose  herewith  Special  Orders,  Xo.  233,*  current  series, 
of  this  date,  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  reducing  and 
designating  the  batteries  of  your  corps.  The  batterie's  named  will  con 
stitute  the  brigade  of  your  corps  for  the  present  and  will  be  sufficient 
for  its  wants,  as  Major-General  Meade  states  that  the  number  of  divis 
ions  will  be  reduced  to  three.  General  Orders,  Xo.  82,t  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  of  1863,  defines  the  duties  of  the  chief  of  artillery  of  this 
army  and  will  guide  you  in  your  duties  and  responsibility  to  him.  A 
copy  of  the  order  has  been  transmitted  to  Major-General  Parke  by  the 
adjutant-general  of  this  army.  If  you  have  no  copy  of  it  you  will 
please  request  permission  of  General  Parke  to  take  a  copy  of  his.  You 
already  have  the  orders  for  the  organization  of  your  park,  the  number 
of  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  gun,  the  number  of  wagons  can  be 
easily  calculated,  and  the  number  of  forage  wagons  (five  to  each  twenty- 
five  ammunition  wagons)  for  forage  and  provisions.  Each  battery  is 
allowed  five  wagons — one  for  baggage,  &c.,  and  four  for  provisions 
and  forage.  (See  General  Orders,  No.  27,  July  1,  18(54,  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  paragraphs  9  and  11.4)  You  will  calculate  the 
number  of  wagons  authorized  according  to  that  order,  complete  and 
submit  it  to  me,  and,  upon  approval,  complete  your  train  from  the 
wagons  you  now  have,  when  orders  will  be  given  you  to  turn  over  the 
surplus  to  the  artillery  park  of  the  army.  You  will  complete  the  staff 
of  your  brigade  as  soon  as  practicable  and  make  arrangements  for  the 
prompt  and  regular  supply  of  rations  and  forage.  It  is  desirable  that 
the  artillery  of  your  corps  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible  together, 
and  it  is  General  Meade's  instructions  that  when  batteries  are  assigned 
by  the  corps  commanders  for  service  with  the  divisions  their  adminis 
tration  and  supplies  will  be  provided  for  from  the  Artillery  Brigade. 

*  See  p.  570. 

t  See  Vol.  XXIX,  Part  II,  p.  84. 

tSee  paragraphs  9  ami  11,  Special  Orders,  No.  44,  Vol.  XL,  Part  I,  pp.  40,  41. 
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When  the  troops  are  detached  from  the  corps  so  as  to  make  it  neces 
sary,  instructions  will  be  given  in  time  to.  the  batteries  to  draw  their 
supplies  from  the  division  or  brigade  to  which  they  are  attached. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  Special  Orders,  No.  279,  of  October  28, 
18G3,  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  respecting  wagons  to 
accompany  batteries.  It  is  always  a  saving  of  horses  and  of  efficiency 
to  have  sufficient  wagons  to  accompany  batteries  to  transport  forage. 
I  also  send  you  two  copies  each  of  General  Orders,  Nos.  2  and  5,  from 
these  headquarters.  There  are  so  few  copies  of  them  on  hand  that  I 
cannot  send  you  more.  You  will  please  cause  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  your  batteries  to  be  instructed  as  to  their  requirements,  and, 
if  desired,  leave  a  copy  of  each  with  General  Parke,  to  whom,  in  obe 
dieuce  to  paragraph  489,  General  Regulations,  you  will  submit  them 
and  all  other  instructions  sent  you  from  these  headquarters.  Full  and 
prompt  reports  to  these  headquarters  respecting  the  service  under  your 
direction  and  all  that  concerns  the  artillery  are  expected  from  you, 
that  every  means  may  be  promptly  taken  to  make  and  keep  your  artil 
lery  efficient. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Briyudier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

[Inclosuro  No.  1.] 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  279.  ]  October  28,  18G3. 

*****  *  * 

5.  Hereafter  orders  requiring  all  wagons  other  than  ambulances  and 
medicine  wagons  and  wagons  con  tain  ing  intrench  ing  tools  to  be  sent  to 
the  rear  may  be  so  construed  as  to  allow  one  wagon  to  accompany  each 
battery  of  artillery  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  subsistence  stores  and 
forage. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  ARTY.  HDQRS.,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  2.  )  January  15,  1864. 

The  following  instructions  and  regulations  for  the  artillery  of  this 
army,  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  general  commanding,  are  pub 
lished  for  the  government  of  all  concerned : 

1.  The   responsibility  of  choosing  the  position  for  action  devolves 
upon  the  commander  of  the  artillery.    If  assigned  to  his  position  by  the 
general  officer  under  whose  orders  he  is  placed  he  will,  to  relieve  him 
self  from  the  responsibility,  report  to  the  latter  its  objectionable  fea 
tures,  provided  a  better  one  can  be  found,  and  suggest  the  means 
necessary  to  improve  or  secure  it. 

2.  In  taking  up  a  position,  four  points  require  especial  attention: 
I.  The  efficacy  of  fire  of  the  battery. 

II.  Cover  for  the  pieces  from  the  enemy's  fire. 

III.  The  position  of  the  rest  of  the  troops. 

IV.  Facility  of  movement. 

I.  That  the  fire  should  be  effective  is  in  all  cases  the  most  important 
consideration,  to  which,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary,  the  second  coiisid- 
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eration  must  be  sacrificed.  For  this  purpose  a  clear  view  of  the  enemy 
is  necessary,  and  judgment  must  be  used  in  the  selection  of  the  dif 
ferent  projectiles,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  object 
to  be  attained.  Concentration  of  fire,  rather  than  its  distribution,  is 
of  importance:  hence  the  guns  should  be  as  much  as  possible  so  placed 
that  their  fire  may  converge  on  important  points,  and  should  not  be 
too  much  scattered  over  the  field.  In  a  hilly  or  undulating  country  a 
moderate  elevation,  which  gives  a  good  view  of  the  ground,  is  the  best 
position  for  artillery.  Too  much  elevation  should  be  avoided,  since  the 
fire  is  more  effective  in  proportion  as  the  projectiles  pass  more  closely 
to  the  ground.  Ground  covered  by  bushes,  trees,  or  other  obstruc 
tions  js  not  favorable  to  the  use  of  artillery.  Jt  is  advantageous 
under  all  circumstances  to  fire  at  lines  obliquely,  and  at  columns  in  the 
direction  of  their  greatest  depth.  Against  Avails,  the  most  effective 
projectile  is  solid  shot.  Shot  and,  in  rare  cases,  shell  should  be  used 
against  log  stockades,  barricades,  &c.,  and  for  sweeping  a  wood — to 
which  latter  purpose  shrapi  el  and  canister  are  not  well  adapted — and 
also  against  deep  columns  of  cavalry,  taken  in  the  prolongation  of  the 
column.  There  has  been  too  much  neglect  of  solid-shot  fire  from  the 
smooth-bore  guns,  and  altogether  too  much  dependence  placed  upon 
shell.  In  the  above  cases  percussion  shell  fired  direct  so  as  to  act  first 
as  solid  shot  or,  at  need,  shrapnel  without  the  fuse  are  the  best  for  rifled 
field  guns.  Canister  is  to  be  employed  at  close  quarters.  It  is  effective 
both  from  the  wide  spread  of  its  balls  and  from  the  rapidity  with  which 
it  may  be  fired,  accurate  aiming  not  being  necessary.  Canister  maybe 
fired  with  great  advantage  into  the  edge  or  skirts  of  a  wood  which  is 
about  to  be  charged  by  our  infantry,  and  against  the  Hank  of  an  enemy's 
battery  at  close  quarters,  under  which  circumstances  the  canister-shot 
are  very  destructive  to  both  men  and  horses.  The  prevailing  tendency 
to  the  use  of  canister  is  too  great.  Shrapnel  may  be  considered  as  a 
long-range  canister,  the  iron  case  or  shell  carrying  the  bullets  safely 
over  the  ground  before  distributing  them.  It  should  be  chiefly  used 
against  troops  which  are  stationary  or  not  moving  rapidly,  or  directed 
against  fixed  points  over  which  an  enemy  is  passing.  Distances  must 
be  accurately  judged,  the  projectiles  carefully  prepared,  the  fire  slow 
and  deliberate,  and  its  effect  well  noted,  with  a  view  to  the  correction 
of  errors.  Shrapnel  is  too  af'ten  wasted.  Artillery  officers  should 
recollect  that,  although  it  is  the  most  effective  and  powerful  of  projec 
tiles  if  well  used,  it  is  also  the  most  harmless  and  contemptible  if  used 
badly;  that  the  elements  of  uncertainty  in  its  effect  are  numerous,  and 
therefore  in  its  use  nothing  should  be  left  to  chance  which  can  be  made 
certain  by  care  and  attention.  Shrapnel  should  never  be  fired  rapidly, 
except  against  large  and  dense  masses,  and  then  solid  shot  would  gen 
erally  be  better.  An  intelligent  officer,  or  non-commissioned  officer, 
should  be  detailed  to  watch  the  effect  of  each  shot,  and  to  report  what 
correction  appears  necessary.  When  time  presses  and  observation  of 
the  shrapnel  tire  is  difficult,  canister  is  preferable,  if  the  range  is  such  as 
to  admit  of  its  use.  Shrapnel  fire  is  very  effective  against  lines  of  troops, 
columns,  or  batteries  which  are  stationary  upon  open  ground.  It  is  not 
to  be  used  against  troops  which  are  covered  from  view  by  the  conforma 
tion  of  the  ground,  or  by  obstacles  of  any  kind,  except  only  when  it  is 
known  that  the  enemy  is  stationed  within  a  certain  distance  in  the  rear 
of  a  given  obstacle,  as  in  the  case  of  field  works,  against  the  defenders 
of  which  shrapnel  is  effective.  The  allowance  of  shrapnel  for  the  light 
12-pounder  gun  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  ordinary  requirements  of  bat 
tle.  By  reference  to  the  table  for  packing  ammunition  chests  it  will  be 
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seen  that  for  the  12-poundcr  gun  only  eight  shrapnel  are  allowed.  In 
determining  the  proportion  for  the  light  12-ponuder  gun  the  number 
was  increased  to  twelve,  because  circumstances  might  arise  which 
would  make  them  useful,  but  it  was  expected  that  habitually  one-third 
of  them,  at  least,  would  be  used  as  solid  shot.  Batteries  should  be  as 
much  as  possible  protected  from  sudden  attack,  either  by  their  position 
or  by  troops  posted  near  them.  A.  position  within  rifle-range  of  a  wood, 
or  other  cover  which  is  not  held  by  our  own  troops,  is  a  bad  one,  and 
should  not  be  taken  if  possible  to  avoid  it,  since  the  enemy  can  occupy 
the  cover,  if  only  with  sharpshooters,  and  pick  off  our  men  and  horses. 
Woods  and  other  places  of  cover  within  the  range  of  small-arms  must 
therefore  be  occupied  by  our  own  troops.  Even  on  perfectly  open 
ground  the  flanks  of  a  battery  must  be  protected  from  assaults.  Its 
front  can  take  care  of  itself;  and  hence  it  follows  that  the  supports  of 
batteries  should  never  be  placed  behind  them,  nor  amongst  the  car 
riages,  but  always  on  the  flanks,  either  on  the  prolongation  of  the  line 
of  the  battery,  or,  if  cover  can  be  secured,  in  advance  or  rear  of  that 
prolongation ;  but  always  within  easy  supporting  distance  and  no  closer, 
so  that  the  tire  directed  on  the  battery  may  not  injure  its  supporting 
troops.  Although  artillery,  as  a.  rule,  must  protect  itself  against 
attacks  from  the  front,  yet  if  such  attacks  are  made  by  a  heavy  force, 
either  in  successive  lines  or  in  column,  and  with  determination  and  per 
sistence,  the  supporting  troops  should,  if  practicable,  wheel  forward 
their  outward  flanks,  so  that  their  cross-tire  may  sweep  the  ground  in 
front  of  the  battery,  and  may  then  charge  vigorously  with  the  bayonet, 
the  commander  of  the  supports  having  previously  arranged  with  the 
commander  of  the  battery  for  a  suspension  of  the  artillery  tire.  The 
enemy  having  been  driven  off,  the  supports  will  at  once  fall  back  toward 
the  flanks  so  as  to  unmask  the  fire  of  the  battery. 

II.  Artillery  should,  whenever  practicable  without  undue  detriment 
to  its  offensive  powers,  seek  positions  in  which  it  may  be  protected 
from  the  enemy's  fire,  or  concealed  from  his  observation.  The  best 
natural  cover  is  that  afforded  by  the  crest  of  hills  which  slope  gently 
toward  the  enemy.  The  guns  should  be  placed  behind  them  with  their 
muzzles  looking  over  the  top.  The  limbers  and  caissons  will  thus  be 
entirely  concealed.  Cover  which  makes  splinters  when  struck  by  shot, 
such  as  masonry,  v/ood  stacks,  &c.,  is  objectionable.  Artificial  cover 
may  be  obtained  by  sinking  the  piece.  This  is  done  by  making  an 
excavation  for  it  to  stand  in.  The  excavation  should  be  one  foot  and  a 
half  deep  in  front,  and  should  slope  gently  upward  toward  the  rear.  The 
earth  is  to  be  thrown  up  in  front  to  the  height  of  about  one  loot  and  a 
half.  Ditches  may  be  dug  at  the  sides  for  the  men.  This  system  of 
sinking  the  piece  is  used  with  advantage  behind  the  edge  of  a  hill,  as 
it  permits  the  piece  to  be  brought  closer  to  the  crest  and  enables  it  the 
better  to  sweep  the  ground.  Good  drainage  should  always  be  secured. 
Next  to  the  protection  of  the  guns,  that  of  the  caissons  and  limbers  is 
of  importance.  Where  the  batteries  are  frequently  moving  the  limbers 
cannot  be  put  under  cover,  but  must  remain  close  in  rear  of  the  pieces. 
Where  so  situated  that  they  are  not  likely  to  require  movements  greater 
than  can  be  effected  by  hand,  as  on  a  defensive  line,  or  in  position,  a 
caisson  body  for  each  piece,  or  even  one  for  each  section,  may  be  par 
tially  protected  near  the  guns  by  digging  trenches  of  one  spade  width, 
for  the  wheels  only,  so  as  to  sink  them  to  the  axles,  all  the  limbers 
with  their  horses  being  placed  under  cover  if  it  can  be  found  within 
reasonable  distance  of  the  position  of  the  battery.  Each  section  should 
load  from  one  caisson-body  until  the  latter  is  empty,  when  it  should  be 
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replaced  and  sent  to  the  ammunition  train  to  be  replenished.  Neither 
caissons  nor  limbers  must,  under  any  circumstances,  be  so  far  separated 
from  their  guns  as  to  be  beyond  the  prompt  control  of  the  battery  com 
mander. 

III.  The  third  consideration  in  posting  artillery  is  the  position  of  the 
rest  of  the  troops.     In  general,  the  movements  and  positions  of  the 
infantry  and  cavalry  determine  the  position  for  action  of  the  artillery, 
which  usually  places  itself  on  the  Hanks  of  the  other  troops,  or  between 
their  intervals  where  it  is  secure  itself  and  can  tire  for  the  longest 
period  of  time.     A  position  in  advance  of  other  troops  is  very  objection 
able,  especially  in  advance  of  cavalry.     Cases  occur,  however,  in  which 
it  cannot  be  avoided,  those  cases  being,  in  general,  when  the  action  of 
the  artillery  is  of  primary  importance,  and  there  is  no  suitable  position 
for  it  elsewhere.     When  a  Hue  of  battle  is  established,  on  which  in 
fantry  is  to  receive  an  attack,  it  is  often  strengthened  by  artificial 
means.    A  rifle-pit  is  dug,  or  barricades  of  wood  constructed,  or  ad 
vantage  is  taken  of  stone  walls,  £c.     In  such  cases  the  artillery  should 
be  placed  immediately  on  the  line,  preferably  on  advanced  points,  or 
in  flanking  positions,  if  such  offer,  so  that  it  can  be  used  freely,  and 
tire  canister  at  need.     This  it  cannot  do  if  posted,  as  is  too  often  the 
case,  behind  the  line  so  as  to  lire  over  the  troops.     For  the  reasons 
already  given,  the  guns  when  so  posted  should  not  be  placed  behind 
wood  or  stone  barricades.     Such  cover  should  be  removed  and  the 
pieces  sunk  as  already  directed,  or  earth  parapets  placed  in  front  of 
them.     It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  artillery  should  not  fire  over 
our  own  troops.     For  this  there  are  three  good  reasons:  Accidents  are 
liable  to  happen  to  the  troops  from  projectiles;  it  embarrasses  their  ad 
vance  by  battering  the  ground  in  front  of  them,  and  obliging  them  to 
hold  back  until  the  lire  can  be  stopped  or  its  range  extended;  it  makes 
the  men  over  whom  the  projectiles  are  passing  uneasy,  and  may  de-  i 
moralize  them.     When  it  becomes  necessary  to  fire  over  troops,  solid 
shot  and,  in  rare  cases,  shell  should  be  used,  and  not  canister  nor 
shrapnel;  the  latter  projectile  being  liable  to  burst  too  soon,  and  to 
carry  destruction  among  those  over  whose  heads  it  was  intended  to 
pass. 

IV.  It  is  of  importance  that  every  position  assumed  by  artillery  should 
afford  facilities  for  free  movement  in  every  direction,  in  order  that  such 
new  positions  may  be  taken  up  as  circumstances  may  require.     When 
this  is  not  the  case,  care  must  at  least  be  taken  that  the  safety  of  the 
guns  is  not  compromised.     When  the  position  is  to  be  hold  to  the  last 
extremity,  strong  supports  should  be  furnished  and  the  guns  fought  to 
the  last,  so  that  if  lost  it  shall  be  with  honor.     If  the  position  is  not  to 
be  so  held,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  permit,  prolonges  must  be 
fixed  that  the  battery  may  be  fought  retiring  with  the  other  troops. 
When  it  is  likely  that  a  position  will  be  carried  and  its  defense  will  not 
justify  the  loss  of  guns,  they  must,  if  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  not 
admit  of  the  use  of  the  prolouge,  be  limbered  up  and  retired  in  due  sea 
son  under  the  protection  of  their  supports.    A  battery  may  often  be  re 
tired  by  sections,  and  half  batteries  under  the  protection  of  its  own  fire 
alone.    Whenever  a  battery  takes  post,  the  means  of  moving  it  to  the 
front,  the  flanks,  or  the  rear  must  be  studied  by  its  commander,  and,  if 
necessary,  walls  and  fences  torn  down  and  ditches  filled  up,  so  that  no 
unexpected  obstacles  may  hinder  its  freedom  of  movement  in  any  direc 
tion.     It  is  a  disgrace  to  an  artillery  oflicer  if  a  gun,  or  even  an  oppor 
tunity  of  rendering  service,  should  be  lost  through  a  neglect  or  want  of 
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forethought  on  his  part.  Guns  may  bo  honorably  lost,  especially  if 
their  sacrifice  is  necessary  to  the  safety  of  other  troops.  But  in  all 
such  cases  the  enemy  should  be  made  to  pay  dearly  for  them. 

3.  Objects  of  fire:  It  is  too  much  the  tendency  of  artillery  to  fire  at 
artillery.     In  the  beginning  of  a  battle  the  artillery  should  direct  its 
fire  wherever  the  enemy  seems  most  exposed  to  danger.     "When  the 
battle  is  further  advanced,  if  our  own  troops  are  about  to  repel  an 
attack,  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  is  to  be  fired  on  whose  attack 
is  the  most  dangerous  for  the  time  being.     If  we  are  acting  on  the 
offensive,  the  guns  must  fire  on  that  portion  of  the  enemy  whose  resist 
ance  is  the  most  formidable.     When  acting  on  the  defensive  the  enemy's 
infantry  and  cavalry  are  the  most  proper  objects  of  fire.     Artillery  fire 
is  to  be  concentrated  on  single  points  rather  than  divided  between 
numerous  objects,  notwithstanding  that  such  a  division  or  distribution 
of  the  fire  may  cause  a  greater  absolute  loss  to  the  enemy.    It  is  not 
the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  that  decides  a  battle,  but  the  panic 
and  demoralization  of  those  who  remain;  and  this  panic  and  demorali 
zation  are  much  sooner  created  and  spread  by  concentrating  the  artil 
lery  fire  on  successive  points  than  by  distributing  it  over  a  wide  space. 
The  general  rule  is  that  artillery  should  concentrate  its  fire  upon  that 
part  of  the  enemy's  force  which,  from  its  position,  or  from  its  character, 
it  is  the  most  desirable  to  overthrow.    Against  an  enemy's  battery  the 
fire  should  be  concentrated  on  a  single  piece  until  that  is  disabled,  and 
should  then  be  turned  upon  another,  and  an  analogous  plan  should 
generally  be  followed  in  firing  upon  infantry  and  cavalry.     When  tiring 
upon  a  hostile  column  the  guns  are  to  be  directed  at  its  center.     If  the 
column  is  in  the  act  of  deploying  the  flank  toward  which  the  deploy 
ment  is  being  made  is  to  be  tired  on  with  canister  or  shrapnel.     As  a 
general  rule  artillery  should  not  tire  upon  skirmishers  or  small  groups 
of  men.     It  is  too  much  the  habit  to  open  tire  on  wagons  or  single 
horsemen,  or  small  parties,  and  sometimes,  as  in  almost  all  cases  of 
shelling  woods,  on  a  mere  suspicion  that  an  enemy  may  be  in  a  certain 
locality.    This  is  a  perversion  of  artillery  from  its  proper  duties,  which 
are  to  destroy  material  obstacles  and  disorganize  masses  of  men,  so  as 
to  make  them  an  easy  prey  to  the  other  arms.     A  successful  fire  upon 
individuals,  or  even  on  small  bodies,  produces  no  adequate  result,  and 
may  be  compared  to  picket  shooting,  which  scarcely  rises  above  the 
level  of  murder. 

4.  Expenditure  of  ammunition:     One  of  the  evil  effects  of  firing  at 
small  bodies  is  the  waste  of  ammunition.    Rapid  firing  at  large  bodies 
and  opening  at  long  ranges  are  additional  causes  of  waste.     In  small 
skirmishes  between  300  and  400  rounds  per  battery  are  expended;  the 
tire,  according  to  the  reports,  frequently  averaging,  and  sometimes 
exceeding,  one  round  per  minute  for  each  gun.     In  general  engage 
ments  batteries  have  been  known  to  expend  all  the  ammunition  in  their 
chests  in  a  little  over  an  hour  and  a  half.    An  officer  who  expends 
ammunition  in  this  manner  proves  his  ignorance  of  the  proper  use  of 
his  arm,  and  a  want  of  capacity  for  the  command  of  a  battery.     He 
also  incurs  a  heavy  responsibility  by  throwing  a  whole  battery  out  of 
use,  and  should  be  held  to  answer  for  the  consequences.    There  has 
been  an  improvement  in  this  respect,  but  there  is  still  too  great  a  con 
sumption  of  ammunition.     It  is  not  so  much  the  loss  of  the  ammunition 
that  should  be  considered — limited  as  is  the  amount  which  an  army  can 
transport — as  the  loss  of  effect  from  too  distant  and  too  rapid  firing. 
In  no  case,  except  when  tiring  canister  at  short  ranges,  should  the  rate 
exceed  one  round  from  each  gun  in  two  minutes;  and  that  rate  should 
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only  bo  reached  at  critical  moments,  when  the  distance,  numbers,  and 
formation  of  the  enemy  are  such  that  the  fire  is  sure  to  be  effective. 
At  all  other  times  one  round  in  four  to  six  minutes  is  as  rapid  firing  as 
should  be  permitted.  The  value  of  the  rifled  cannon  consists  princi 
pally  in  its  accuracy.  Accuracy  requires  careful  pointing,  with  close 
observation  of  the  effect,  and  these  require  time.  Twelve  shots  in  an 
hour  at  an  object  over  1,000  yards  distant,  the  time  being  spent  in 
careful  loading  and  pointing,  will  produce  better  results  than  fifty  shots 
will  ordinarily  produce  from  the  same  gun  in  the  same  time.  If  a  heavy 
artillery  fire  is  required  it  should  be  obtained,  not  by  rapid  firing,  but 
by  bringing  a  large  number  of  guns  into  action,  and  firing  each  with 
the  greatest  accuracy  attainable.  The  campaign  allowance  is  calcu 
lated  to  suffice  for  a  general  action  and  the  combats  which  usually 
precede  it;  and,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  an  officer  who  expends 
all  his  ammunition  in  a  few  hours  renders  himself  liable  to  the  suspicion 
that  his  reckless  expenditure  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to  quit  the 
field.  In  future,  batteries  will  not  be  permitted  to  leave  their  positions 
under  this  plea.  The  guns  and  cannoneers  will  remain  on  the  ground 
until  ammunition  is  furnished  them.  As  soon  as  one  caisson  from  each 
section  has  been  emptied  the  empty  caissons  will  be  sent  to  the  rear, 
under  charge  of  a  non-commissioned  officer,  to  replenish  at  the  ammu 
nition  train.  At  a  time  when  all  the  resources  of  the  country  are  taxed 
to  the  utmost  to  provide  the  army  and  navy  with  munitions  of  war, 
the  non-effective  expenditure  of  ammunition,  in  addition  to  other  evils, 
diminishes  greatly  the  efficiency  of  fire  to  which  the  artillery  might 
attain ;  for  the  consequent  excessive  demand  gives  us,  in  many  instances, 
imperfectly  made  and  hastily  inspected  projectiles,  instead  of  carefully 
manufactured  and  approved  ones. 

5.  The  custom  which  obtains  in  some  batteries  of  bringing  from  the 
ammunition-chests  a  number  of  rounds  and  placing  them  near  the  gun 
on  the  ground  is  a  bad  one,  and  is  positively  prohibited.    It  not  only 
leads  to  too  rapid  firing,  but  in  case  of  a  sudden  movement  of  the 
battery  this  ammunition  is  apt  to  be  left  on  the  ground,  as  it  requires 
time  properly  to  repack  it. 

6.  Opening  fire:  That  the  enemy  is  within  range  is  not  a  sufficient 
reason  for  firing  upon  him.    The  fire  is  not  to  be  commenced  until  the 
enemy  is  within  effective  range — that  is,  so  near  that  at  least  one-quarter 
of  the  shots  are  hits.    Firing  at  too  great  a  distance  wastes  ammunition 
which  will  be  wanted  at  the  critical  moments  of  the  battle,  and  embold 
ens  the  enemy's  troops  by  giving  them  a  contemptuous  idea  of  the 
effects  of  our  fire.     Frederick  the  Great,  in  his  instructions  on  this 
subject,  says: 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  general  in  command,  or  some  other  general,  is  him 
self  forgetful,  and  orders  the  fire  to  be  opened  too  goon,  without  considering  what 
injurious  consequences  may  result  from  it.  In  such  a  case  the  artillery  officer  must 
certainly  obey,  but  he  should  fire  as  slowly  as  possible  and  point  the  pieces  with  the 
utmost  accuracy,  in  order  that  his  shots  may  not  be  thrown  away.  Such  a  tire  is 
only  pardonable  when  the  general  wishes  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention  to  one 
point  so  as  to  make  movements  in  another. 

But  in  such  a  case  as  this  the  object  of  the  fire  should  be  explained 
to  the  artillery  officer.  Accuracy  of  fire  is  of  more  importance  than 
quickness.  The  fire  should  be  slow  while  the  enemy  is  at  a  distance,  is 
to  be  quicker  as  the  distance  diminishes,  and  is  to  become  rapid  when 
canister  shot  is  being  tired  at  effective  ranges.  There  are  moments  in 
which  we  should  not  fire,  or  only  very  slowly,  and  others  of  a  critical 
nature  in  which  there  should  be  no  question  of  saving  of  ammunition; 
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but  the  latter  are  only  of  short  duration  and  do  not  lead  to  a  lavish 
expenditure,  while  the  inefficient  constant  fire  at  long  ranges  always 
has  that  effect.  A  careful  record  will  be  kept  of  the  amount  and  kinds 
of  ammunition  used. 

7.  After  an  engagement  the  commander  of  each  battery  must  use  all 
diligence  in  putting  it  into  a  condition  to  inarch  and  to  fight.     He  will' 
replace  disabled  horses,  fill  up  his  ammunition-chests,  make  whatever 
repairs  his  means  will  permit,  and,  if  necessary,  reassign  officers  and 
men,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  service  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
This  will  be  done  before  he  sleeps.     He  will  also  present  to  the  com 
mander  of  the  artillery  brigade  to  which  he  belongs  a  field  return, 
showing  the  number  of  effective  officers  and  men,  of  guns,  caissons,  and 
horses,  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  and  what  he  has  on  hand 
after  replenishing  his  chests.    The  field  return  will  give  the  names  of 
officers  killed  and  disabled,  and  those  for  duty,  and  will  be  made  each 
night  of  a  battle  lasting  more  than  one  day.    The  field  returns  of  bat 
teries  will  be  at  once  consolidated  by  the  commander  of  the  brigade, 
who  will  use  all  the  means  at  his  disposal  to  complete  the  batteries  for 
service.    He  will  note  his  action  on  the  consolidated  returns  and  trans 
mit  them  to  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  army  for  his  information,  and  to 
enable  him  to  provide  at  once  for  all  deficiencies.     VVlieu  a  general 
action  is  fought  the  batteries  should  be  reiitted  and  ready  to  take  the 
field  at  dawn  of  the  ensuing  day,  even  with  a  reduced  number  of  guns. 

8.  As  soon  after  the  action  as  possible  a  general  return  of  the  losses 
of  men  and  material,  and  a  separate  report  of  the  fight,  will  be  presented 
to  the  commanders  of  artillery  brigades  for  transmittal  to  tiie  chief  of 
artillery.    The  return  should  contain  a  specification  of  the  men  and 
horses  killed  and  disabled,1  giving  the  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
officers  and  men  and  dates  of  death ;  of  whatever  has  been  made  unserv 
iceable  or  has  been  injured;  of  whatever  has  been  expended,  lost,  or 
damaged,  distinguishing  what  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy; 
and,  under  the  head  of  remarks,  should  call  attention  to  all  defects  of 
material  and  of  ammunition  noticed,  and  should  suggest  proper  remedies. 
The  report,  which  is  in  addition  to  that  required  by  the  commander  of 
the  troops  with  which  it  serves,  should  briefly  describe  the  participation 
of  the  battery  in  the  engagement,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  under 
standing  the  part  taken  by  it;  the  special  instructions  communicated; 
its  position,  with  a  statement  of  the  neighboring  troops;  the  nature  of 
the  enemy's  troops  against  which  its  fire  was  directed ;  the  distances 
of  fire;  the  kind  of  projectiles  used;  the  effect  remarked;  the  reasons 
why  positions  were  changed;  the  behavior  of  the  men,  and,  without 
regard  to  rank,  who  distinguished  himself;  and,  lastly,  all  important 
circumstances  observed  in  its  neighborhood.     If  sections  or  half  bat 
teries  were  detached,  it  is  to  be  specified  by  whose  order  and  for  what 
purpose  they  wrere  so  detached.     Separate  reports  should  be  prepared 
by  the  commanders  of  pieces  so  detached.    They  are  to  be  annexed,  in 
original,  to  the  narrative  of  the  commander  of  the  battery. 

9.  When  more  than  one  battery  is  engaged,  the  brigade  commander 
should  also  forward  a  general  account  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery, 
mentioning  specially  those  who  distinguished  themselves.     He  will 
also  consolidate  and  tabulate  the  returns  of  losses  of  men  and  material 
of  his  corps. 

10.  Commanders  of  each  brigade  of  artillery  will  see  that  the  inspec 
tions  prescribed  by  the  General  Regulations,  paragraph  104,  are  regu 
larly  made.    He  will  himself  inspect  each  battery  once  in  each  month, 
and  make  a  report  of  the  inspection  in  the  prescribed  printed  form  to 
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the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  army.  The  inspection  will  be  made  as  early 
in  the  month  as  practicable,  and  will  extend  to  all  the  points  embraced 
in  the  forms,  in  which  all  blanks  will  be  properly  tilled.  This  inspec 
tion  report  will  accompany  the  monthly  return. 

11.  A  monthly  return  of  each  battery,  according' to  the  form  furnished 
from  this  office,  will  be  made  on  the  first  of  each  month  to  the  brigade 
commander.     The  returns  of  each  corps  will  be  consolidated,  and  the 
consolidated  return  sent  to  the  office  of  the  chief  of  artillery.     Should 
any  battery  be  detached,  so  that  its  returns  are  not  received  within 
three  days  by  the  brigade  commander,  he  will  enter  its  name  with  the 
reasons  for  its  absence  in  the  column  of  remarks,  and  forward  the  con 
solidated  returns  by  the  third  of  the  month  at  latest.     As  soon  as  the 
return  is  received  from  the  absent  battery,  it  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
office  of  the  chief  of  artillery,  entered  on  the  consolidated  return,  and 
returned  to  the  commandant.     Requisitions  for  horses  and  ordnance 
stores  will  also  be  transmitted  with  the  monthly  return.    Except  in 
cases  of  exigency,  such  requisitions  will  be  sent  in  at  no  other  time. 

12.  Commandants  ol  artillery  will  watch  over  and  check  the  extrava 
gant  expenditure  of  ordnance  stores,  and  take  the  necessary  measures 
to  cause  instructions  to  be  given  regularly  to  officers  and  non-com 
missioned  officers  in  all  their  duties.    A  regular  course  of  instruction 
for  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  will  be  established  whilst  in 
winter  quarters.    These  recitations  will  embrace  the  tactics,  orders, 
&c.,  in  force,  and  also  the  subject  of  ammunition,  its  description,  and 
mode  of  preparation.     Special  attention  should  be  called  to  the  study 
of  Articles  IV  and  V  of  the  Instructions  for  Field  Artillery. 

13.  On  marches  no  supplies  or  baggage  whatever,  except  the  knap 
sacks  of  cannoneers,  articles  authorized  by  regulations,  and,  when  cir 
cumstances  absolutely  require  it,  two  days'  forage  of  grain  and  hay 
(twisted)  will  be  allowed  on  artillery  carriages,  nor  will  any  article  be 
placed  on  the  spare  wheels.     Brigade  commanders  will  be  responsible 
for  the  enforcement  of  this  order,  and  will  in  their  respective  commands 
cause  all  articles  placed  on  artillery  carriages,  contrary  to  this  order, 
to  be  thrown  oft'. 

14.  On  level,  good  roads,  when  it  will  not  add  sensibly  to  the  labor 
of  the  horses,  a  portion  of  the  cannoneers,  not  to  exceed  two  to  the 
piece  and  four  to  the  caisson,  may  be  allowed  to  ride,  but  no  man  shall 
be  allowed  to  ride  longer  than  half  an  hour  at  a  time.     If  the  roads  are 
bad  or  pass  over  rolling  ground  no  one  shall,  under  any  circumstances, 
be  alloAved  to  mount  the  chests,  except  the  artificers  who  work  in  camp, 
for  whom  the  limber-chests  of  the  forge  and  battery  wagon  are  reserved. 
Cannoneers  may  from  time  to  time  change  places  with  the  drivers.    The 
sick,  unable  to  march,  must  be  carried  in  ambulances,  or  as  may  be 
otherwise  provided.    The  chests  will  be  mounted  only  by  order  of  the 
commander  of  the  battery,  or  by  his  authority  delegated  to  chiefs  of 
sections.     On  approaching  a  hill  the  men  so  mounted  will,  without 
waiting  for  orders,  dismount.     On  the  march  batteries  will  never  stop 
to  water.     It  delays  the  column  behind  them.    The  cannoneers  will 
remain  near  their  pieces,  and  when  an  obstacle  presents  itself  will  be 
called  to  the  front  at  once  to  remove  it,  fill  up  mud  holes,  repair 
bridges,  &c.     An  officer,  or  intelligent  non-commissioned  officer,  should 
always  precede  the  column  so  far  as  to  enable  him  to  return  and  notify 
the  commandant  of  any  obstructions.     When  it  is  probable  that  there 
will  be  a  delay  of  ten  minutes  or  more  the  drivers  should  be  dismounted 
and.  the  pole  props  let  down.     When,  from  any  cause,  a  carriage  on  the 
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march  is  unable  to  proceed  it  will  immediately  be  drawn  out  of  tbe 
column,  and  tbe  carriages  bebind  it  will  pass  and  close  up,  so  as  not  to 
delay  tbe  movement  of  tbe  troops. 

15.  Wben  not  on  tbe  marcb,  and  battery  drills  are  not  practicable, 
tbe  battery  horses  will,  when  the  weather  permits,  be  exercised  daily. 
By  command  of  Brigadier- General  Hunt: 

JNO.  N.  CRAIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosnro  No.  3.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  ARTY.  HDQKS.,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  5.  j  April  11,  1864. 

1.  For  tbe  campaign,  tbe  knapsack  carried  on  tbe  ammunition  chest 
will  not  contain  more  than  the  following-named  articles:  One-half 
shelter-tent,  one  wool  blanket,  one  poncho,  one  jacket  or  blouse,  one 
pair  drawers,  two  pair  stockings,  two  shirts,  one  pair  trousers.    The 
excess  of  tbe  kits  over  these  articles  will  be  carried  by  the  owner,  and 
the  amount  of  clothing  to  be  packed  in  the  knapsacks  may  be  reduced 
at  tbe  discretion  of  tbe  brigade  commander.    The  great  coat  will  be 
carried  Ly  the  owner. 

2.  Haversacks  and  canteens  will  not  be  carried  on  the  carriages; 
they  must  be  carried  by  the  men. 

3.  Not  more  than  four  knapsacks  will  be  transported  on  the  gun 
carriage,  battery  wagon  and  forge,  and  not  more  than  eight  on  the 
caisson.    The  excess  of  the  number  of  knapsacks  must  be  carried  by 
the  men,  or  their  transportation  otherwise  provided  for. 

4.  The  knapsacks  and  paulius  must  be  so  packed  and  arranged  as 
to  offer  no  impediment  to  tbe  service  of  the  guns,  or  to  the  prompt 
procurement  of  ammunition. 

5.  Tbe  gunner  and  chief  of  caisson  will,  under  direction  of  the  chief 
of  the  piece,  be  responsible  for  tbe  proper  loading  of  these  articles  on 
their  respective  carriages,  and  that  no  more  than  tbe  number  allowed 
are  carried.     The  excess  will  be  thrown  off  on  the  road,  the  knapsacks 
of  the  gunner  and  chief  of  caisson  being  tbe  first  to  be  thrown  away. 

6.  In  packing  tbe  limbers  the  knapsacks  must  be  packed  as  closely 
as  possible  to  the  chests,  so  as  not  to  throw  tbe  weight  on  the  pole. 

7.  Tbe  loading  of  the  forage  wagons,  of  which  three  are  allowed  to 
each  battery,  must  be  strictly  attended  to,  and  the  battery  commanders 
and  brigade  quartermasters  will  each,  when  the  wagons  are  under  his 
charge,  be  responsible  that  these  wagons  are  loaded  with  forage  exclu 
sively. 

8.  The  full  weight  of  forage  must  be  secured,  as  the  campaign  allow 
ance  of  ten  pounds  a  day  is  the  minimum  on  which  a  horse  can  do 
his  work.     Tbe  minimum  load  to  start  with  is  2,700  pounds  of  grain, 
being  six  days'  supply  for  tbe  wagon  teams  and  two  days'  supply  for 
tbe  battery  horses.    If  the  roads  are  good,  this  load  may  be  increased 
to  3,220  pounds,  which  will  give  seven  days'  forage  for  the  battery 
horses  and  forage  wagon  teams.     The  other  wagons,  ambulances,  &c., 
carry  tbe  forage  for  their  own  teams. 

9.  In  drawing  forage  from  tbe  depot,  care  must  be  taken  that  the  full 
weight  of  grain  is  obtained.     Tbe  quartermaster  who  receipts  for  the 
forage  is  responsible  for  this,  and  must  take  tbe  necessary  measures  to 
secure  the  full  amount  he  receipts  for.    If  unable  to  get  it,  be  will 
promptly  report  tbe  cause  to  his  commanding  officer,  and  in  time  to 
rectify  it.     Xo  subsequent  excuse  will  be  received. 
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10.  In  no  case  will  any  grain,  bo  carried  on  the  artillery  carriages 
until  the  forage  wagons  are  loaded  with  seven  days'  supply.    When  the 
wagons  cannot  carry  this  amount  any  forage  on  the  artillery  carriages 
would  overload  them. 

11.  When  a  battery  is  separated  from  its  brigade  and  wagons,  one 
days'  forage  may  be  carried  on  the  carriages,  viz,  one  bag  on  each  car 
riage,  to  be  packed  so  as  not  to  throw  its  weight  on  the  pole.     In  feed 
ing  it  out,  the  heaviest  carriage  to  be  first  unloaded. 

12.  Forage  wagons  should  not  be  separated  from  their  batteries  when 
it  is  possible  to  avoid  it,  except  when  the  brigade  inarches  together, 
when  the   wagons  may  be   with   the  brigade  train,  but  ready  to  be 
detached  with  their  butteries  at  a  moment's  warning.     Should  it  be 
necessary  to  send  the  forage  wagons  to  the  rear,  or  leave  them  behind 
with  the  trains  when  the  batteries  move,  it  will  be  so  stated  specially 
in  the  order  and  instructions  given  for  the  supply  of  forage  from  day 
to  day.     As  the  packing  of  grain  on  horses  injures  the  latter,  one  for 
age  wagon  should,  if  possible,  always  accompany  each  battery. 

13.  Great  care  must  be  taken  in  feeding.    To  feed  from  the  ground 
occasions  great  waste,  and  the  dirt  eaten   by  the  horses  with  it  is  inju 
rious.     In  the  absence  of  nose-bags  horses  must  be  fed  from  boxes,  or 
cloths,  or  by  hand.     The  grain  left  in  the  nose-bag  or  otherwise  by 
the  horse,  must  be  collected  and  fed  to  him,  if  necessary,  by  hand. 

14.  Battery  commanders  should  frequently  allow  their  batteries  to 
pass  them  on  the  march,  carefully  inspecting  the  horses,  carriages,  and 
men.     The  same  rule  is  applicable  to  chiefs  of  sections  and  of  pieces  in 
their  respective  commands,  in  order  to  enforce  the  observance  of  all 
orders. 

15.  The  drivers  must  not  be  allowed  to  lounge,  to  cross  their  legs 
over  the  horses'  necks,  or  to  needlessly  punish  them.     The  cannoneers 
must  be  kept  at  their  posts  or  opposite  them  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
and  no  straggling  will  be  permitted.    They  are  liable  to  be  called  on  at 
any  moment,   either  for  service  or   to   aid  in  getting  the  carriages 
through  difficult  places. 

16.  Special  attention  is  called  to  paragraph  13  and  following  of  Gen 
eral  Orders,  No.  2,  of  January  15, 1804,  from  these  headquarters,  respect 
ing  the  loading  of  the  artillery  carriages  and  watering  the  horses  on 
the  march.* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hunt: 

JNO.  N.  CRAIG, 
Assista nt  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

August  29,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  picket- 
line  from  the  James  River  to  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  (War 
ren).  General  Kautz  reports  one  man  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia 
Cavalry  slightly  wounded  and  another  captured,  with  horse  and  equip 
ments,  by  guerrillas  last  night  while  on  picket.  The  latter  was  patrol 
ling. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

*  See  p.  581. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864. 
Colonel  SHAFFER, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  wish  to  place  two  100-pounder  Parrotts  in  a  battery  on  my  right. 
Will  you  ask  Colonel  Abbot  if  he  can  send  them  to  me?  They  can  come 
up  by  railroad  and  be  hoisted  into  the  work  from  the  cars,  where  the 
13  inch  mortar  is. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  29,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  McGiLVERY, 

Chief  of  Artillery : 

COLONEL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  open  on 
the  town  of  Petersburg  all  .available  guns  from  7.30  to  9.30  this  evening, 
concentrating  the  fire  as  much  as  possible.    The  13-inch  mortar  will  be 
fired  upon  court-house  as  rapidly  as  it  can  be  handled. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  109.  }  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  29,  1864. 

******# 

3.  Maj.  A.  H.  Stevens,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  with  Com 
panies  I  and  K  of  that  regiment,  are  hereby  detailed  for  duty' at  these 
headquarters.  Major  Stevens  will  report  with  his  command  to  the 
provost-marshal  without  delay. 

By  command  of  Major-General' Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  110.  J  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  29,  1864. 

******* 

2.  Colonel  Rand,  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  will  have  entire 
command  of  his  troops  within  this  corps.  He  will  maintain  the  picket- 
line  from  the  right  of  General  Foster  to  Spring  Hill.  He  will  relieve 
all  orderlies,  as  he  deems  best  for  the  service,  and  supply  the  provost- 
marshal  with  a  lieutenant  and  twenty-five  men  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  29,  1864. 

The  following  disposition  of  the  troops  comprising  this  division  is 
hereby  made  for  the  present.  If  found  unequal  it  will  be  rectified  as  the 
nature  of  the  ground  will  be  learned.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Cur- 
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tis  commanding,  will  occupy  the  line  from  the  Appomattox  to  the  City 
Point  Railroad;  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Barton,  the  line  from  the 
City  Point  Railroad  connecting  with  Colonel  Curtis'  line,  the  left  resting 
about  half  way  across  the  race-course ;  theThird  Brigade,  Colonel  Osborn 
commanding,  from  the  left  of  Colonel  Barton's  brigade,  connecting  on 
the  left  with  the  troops  of  Brigadier-General  Birney's  division.  Brigade 
commanders  will  report  the  length  of  the  line  and  the  number  of  men 
in  their  front  and  the  number  of  men  in  reserve.  Each  brigade  will 
picket  its  own  front  and  strengthen  the  works  in  such  places  as  is 
necessary  by  additional  abatis,  earth-works,  &c.  If  sand-bags  are 
required  the  number  necessary  will  be  reported  at  once.  Each  brigade 
commander  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  proper  picketing  and 
strengthening  of  the  work  on  his  front  and  for  the  defense  of  the  line 
intrusted  to  his  charge.  The  troops  in  the  trenches  will  be  relieved 
from  the  reserves  as  often  as  brigade  commanders  deem  necessary. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Foster : 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^  HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE, 

TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  15.  )  August  29,  1864. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  from  general  headquarters,  commanding  offi 
cers  of  rifled  guns  in  position  to  reach  the  city  of  Petersburg  will  open 
fire  upon  a  central  part  of  the  town  at  8.15  or  8.30  o'clock  this  evening, 
and  continue  the  fire  for  one  and  a  half  hours.  The  fire  should  be 
delivered  with  care  and  with  a  certainty  of  reaching  the  town. 

By  command  of  F.  McGilvery,  colonel  First  Maine  Light  Artillery 
and  chief  of  artillery : 

O.  S.  DEWEY, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  29, 1864. 
Major-General  ORD: 

If  you  can  raise  from  400  to  600  cavalry,  send  them  under  a  good 
officer  from  Deep  Bottom  to  sweep  down  the  river  to  Wilson's  Wharf. 
From  that  point  they  can  be  ferried  over  the  river  and  return  by  this 
side.  There  will  be  no  necessity  for  them  to  take  forage  with  them. 
The  object  in  sending  them  is  to  catch  up  all  the  enemy's  scouts  and 
parties  that  are  said  to  be  near  the  river  with  torpedoes  ready  to  plant. 
I  want  them  to  destroy  and  use  all  forage  and  wheat  stacks,  but  to 
keep  out  of  houses. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


HATCHER'S,  August  29,  1864 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  cannot  raise  more  than  200  men,  and  do  not  think  it  advisable  to 
send  that  small  [force]  across  the  river,  as  the  enemy's  pickets  are  re 
ported  to  have  been  strengthened  at  Deep  Bottom. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 
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HATCHER'S,  August  29, 1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  cannot  raise  more  than  300  cavalry  this  evening  by  raking- together 
all  in  this  neighborhood.  The  best  officer  I  have  is  Captain  Allis,  who 
does  not  know  much  about  the  country,  but  I  will  put  him  across  the 
river  if  you  say  so. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  29,   1864 — 3.30p.m. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 
General  ORD, 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

General  Grant  directs  me  to  say  that  he  thinks  300  cavalry  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  if  it  can  get  out  from  Deep  Bottom,  and  that 
he  thinks  the  infantry  can  enable  it  to  get  out. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  29,  1864 — 3.35  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

I  have  10  officers  and  251  cavalry;  about  half  the  men  scattered  on 
orderly  and  other  duties.  General  Birney  reports  over  600  cavalry.  I 
have  telegraphed  him  for  200.  Probably  he  is  away,  or  considers  him 
self  not  under  my  orders,  as  no  answer  has  been  received  to  my  tele 
gram.  Is  it  worth  while  your  ordering  him  to  send  me  200  cavalry1? 
They  would  arrive  here  some  time  to  morrow  a.  m.  I  shall  await  your 
orders  whether  to  send  my  200  cavalry  on  the  scout  from  Deep  Bottom. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  August  29, 1864 — 3.45  p.  m. 
General  ORD: 

A  force  of  200  is  not  sufficient.     Postpone  the  expedition  until  a 
larger  force  is  available. 
By  command : 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

General  Birney  now  reports  that  he  has  no  cavalry  mounted,  except 
a  small  company  that  relieved  my  escort  on  the  river  as  pickets  and 
the  usual  provost  guard  and  orderlies.  He  left  the  cavalry  that  was 
at  Deep  Bottom  there,  and  all  the  rest  is  dismounted  in  trenches. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864—8.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

General  Birney  wishes  to  put  200-pomuler  Parrotts  on  the  railroad 
where  the  13-inch  mortar  is.     Shall  I  direct  him  to  do  so? 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Meade,  who  will  give  General 
Birney  such  orders  as  he  may  deem  proper. 
By  command  of  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

Can  you  send  me  200  cavalry,  under  a  first-rate  field  officer,  for  a 
special  purpose? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864—3.15  p.  m. 
General  ORD  : 

I  have  no  cavalry  mounted,  except  a  small  company  that  relieved 
your  escort  on  the  river  and  the  usual  provost  guard  and  orderlies.  I 
left  the  cavalry  that  was  at  Deep  Bottom  there.  My  cavalry  are  dis 
mounted  and  in  trenches. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HATCHER'S,  August  29,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Major-General  Ord  wishes  to  know  if  you  received  his  telegram  in 
regard  to  the  cavalry,  lie  also  directs  that  you  relieve  a  detail  of  one 
lieutenant  and  thirty  men  of  the  Eighth  Maine  Volunteers,  now  on  duty 
with  your  artillery  train,  as  soon  as  you  can. 

THEO.  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864. 
Maj.  THEODORE  READ, 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps  :  , 

I  answered  General  Ord  that  I  had  no  mounted  cavalry  except  order 
lies  and  a  small  picket  force  on  duty.  I  left  100  cavalry  at  Deep 
Bottom. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  29.  1864—9.20  a.  m. 

(Received  10.10  a.  in.) 
Major-General  ORD, 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Corps  : 

I  think  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  attempt  to  drive  them  from  that 
position.  General  Paine  has  not  enough  troops  to  hold  it  permanently 
if  he  obtains  it.  and  it  is  not  of  much  importance  anyway.  His  defen 
sive  works  can  easily  be  held  with  his  strength,  but  it  might  be  fatal  to 
attempt  offensive  movement. 
Respectfully, 

PETER  S.  MICHIE, 
First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Engineers. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT, 
August  29,  1864.     (Received  11.25  a.  in.) 
General  PAINE, 

Commanding,  Deep  Bottom : 

You  need  not  drive  the  enemy  from  Ammon's  house.  It  is  not  of  suf 
ficient  importance  for  you  to  give  the  enemy  the  defensive  and  take  the 
offensive  with  your  limited  command.  Besides  it  is  too  far  from  your 
line  to  hold  it  should  you  take  it.  Lieutenant  Michie,  engineer,  will 
ride  to  your  headquarters  this  p.  in.  to  explain  the  ground  around  you. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  29,  1864 — 7.55  p.  m. 
Major  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  General  Ord's  Headquarters: 
The  earth-work  is  distant  at  least  two  miles  from  battery  at  Crow's 
Nest,  and  at  least  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  position  at  Dutch  Gap. 
It  can  therefore  do  us  no  great  injury.  We  cannot  prevent  its  erection 
without  occupying  the  ground  ourselves,  which  would  take  a  large 
force,  say  2,000  men/to  do.  I  believe  that  the  enemy  are  simply  making 
a  strong  defensive  line  of  works  on  the  ridge  from  Cox's  Ferry  to  Three- 
Mile  Creek,  which  we  occupied  some  two  weeks  ago  and  afterward 
abandoned. 

PETER  S.  MICHIE, 
First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Engineers. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864. 
Colonel  ABBOT  : 

A  detail  of  100  men  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  from  Tenth 
Connecticut  Volunteers. 

T.  READ, 

Major,  &c. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  29,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Captain  NORTON  : 

Lieutenant  Amsden  reports  the  following: 

The  enemy  are  building  quite  a  large  earth-work  directly  northwest  of  this  sta 
tion  and  to  the  left  and  rear  of  Sailor's  Tavern,  on  the  Cox's  Ferry  road.  The  Hewlett 
house  battery  has  just  opened  on  the  Water  Battery.  The  battery  reported  last  night 
has  been  annoying  our  working  party  at  Dutch  Gap  to-day. 

THEO.  F.  PATTEIiSON, 

First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  SIEGE  TRAIN, 

August  29,  1864. 
Capt.  T.  EDSON, 

Ordnance  Officer,  Fort  Monroe  : 

CAPTAIN:  On  23d  instant  I  sent  you  a  requisition  for  100  rounds 
for  the  13-inch  mortar.  Please  notify  me  if  you  will  supply  them  with 
all  convenient  speed,  as  the  supply  on  hand  is  getting  low.  Are  the 
cartridges  for  the  rifled  guns  (30-pounder  Parrott  aiul4i-inch  gun)  made 
up  at  Fort  Monroe  If  If  so,  the  men  in  charge  should  be  cautioned  to 
use  only  good  mortar  powder  and  to  be  more  careful  in  measuring  it. 
As  it  is,  the  cartridges  are  part  mortar  powder,  part  cannon  powder, 
and  part  a  mixture  of  the  two.  I  have  been  obliged  to  empty  and  refill 
them  here.  I  would  prefer  to  have  them  forwarded  unfilled  to  having 
them  in  their  present  condition. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  29,  1864. 
Captain  WEIR: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  general  com 
manding  the  cavalry,  that  one  man  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cav 
alry  was  slightly  wounded  on  picket  last  night,  and  one  man,  with  horse 
and  equipments,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was  captured 
whilst  patroling.  No  other  events  reported. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


SPECIAL,  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

No.  124.  }  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  29,  1864. 

I.  Fort  Clark,  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  will  be  dismantled,  and  the  arma 
ment,  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  transferred  to  Fort  Hatteras.  The  com 
manding  officer  at  Fort  Hatteras  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
order. 

*.****** 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  ST.  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HDQRS.  OUTPOSTS,  132D  REGT.  NEW  YORK  INFANTRY, 

Camp  Claassen,  Batchelder"1  s  Creek,  N~.  C.,  August  29,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  PALMER,  Commanding : 

A  refugee  just  came  in  reports  that  all  available  troops  in  this  part 
of  the  State  have  been  sent  to  the  line  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy's  scouts,  I  think,  show  this.  A  good  time  for 
a  raid. 

G.  H.  HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne.  N.  C..  August  29.  1864. 
Col.  D.  W.  WARDROP, 

Commanding  Sub-District  of  the  Albemarle,  Roanoke  Island  : 
COLONEL:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that 
Captain  Martin,  chief  mustering  officer  of  this  department,  and  Lieu 
tenant  King,  chief  engineer  of  this  district,  proceed  to  Roauoke  Island 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  all  the  colored  laborers  it  is  possible  to 
get  together  for  duty  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  interest  of  the  service  re 
quires  that  every  such  man  that  can  be  spared  should  go,  and  the  com 
manding  general  hopes  you  will  give  those  officers  every  facility  for  pro 
curing  them.  These  laborers  will  receive  $16  per  month  and  their 
rations,  and  their  families  will  be  provided  for  during  their  absence.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  stop  the  work  on  the  fortifications  at  the  island 
for  the  present.  It  is  more  necessary  that  they  should  go  to  Fort  Mon 
roe  than  that  the  work  with  you  should  continue.  If  these  men  cannot 
be  persuad'ed  to  go  willingly  they  must  go,  and  the  steamer  will  bring 
them  to  Hatteras,  where  a  steamer  will  be  in  readiness  to  take  them  to 
Fort  Monroe.  Please  detail  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers,  who  is  going  on  leave,  to  take  charge  of  these  men, 
turn  them  over  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  take  a  receipt  for  them,  the  receipt 
to  be  sent  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  29,  1864. 
Captain  JossELYN,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  Commodore  Hull  : 

SIR  :  General  Palmer  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Ward, 
his  aide-de-camp,  goes  to-morrow  with  the  steamer  Ella  May,  and  about 
100  men,  to  Hyde  County  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  as  far  as 
possible  the  supply  line  of  the  enemy  from  that  county  out  into  further 
rebeldom.  General  Palmer  desires  very  much  to  have  you  (if  consistent 
with  the  duties  of  the  Whitehead)  direct  the  captain  of  that  steamer 
to  lay  about  in  the  Pungo  region  for  a  day  or  two,  in  order  that  he  may, 
if  necessary,  render  Lieutenant  Ward  assistance.  There  will  be  no 
necessity  of  aid  on  land,  but  it  might  possibly  be  well  for  Lieutenant 
Ward  to  be  well  backed  on  the  water.  If  you  can  give  Lieutenant  W. 
this  aid,  the  commanding  general  will  be  much  obliged  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
-  -  -  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  30,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  GEORGE  G.  MEADE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Tour  dispatch  was  received.*  The  chief  engineer  of  the  railroad  will 
report  to  Major  Duane  this  morning,  and  will  arrange  all  details  for 
the  prompt  construction  of  the  road.  I  have  asked  at  Washington  for 
an  increased  force  of  trackmen  and  mechanics  and  the  necessary 
material.  The  expense  will  not  finally  amount  to  much,  as  we  can  save 
the  material,  and  I  trust  the  work  can  be  performed  certainly  during 
September. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

August  30,  1864. 
Major-Geiieral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Posey's  and  Wright's  brigades,  ot 
Mahone's  division,  report  that  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  is  all  in  our  front; 
Heth  and  Mahone  occupy  their  old  positions,  and  Wilcox  occupies  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line.  They  report  no  changes  in  position  since 
their  troops  returned  from  Reams'  Station.  They  know  nothing  of  a 
projected  railroad  from  South  Side  to  Weldon. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

[Indorsement.] 

Forward  to  General  Meade  at  headquarters  Second  Corps. 
One  of  the  men  deserted  from  picket-line  at  dark  last  night ;  the  other 
at  7  o'clock  this  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  30,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  following  telegram  received  from  plank  road  station: 

8.30  A.  M. 

All  quiet.  Enemy  appears  in  stronger  force  than  yesterday  in  front  lino  of  in- 
trenchments  from  the  Gregory  Chimneys  to  largo  fort  on  our  left  near  Weir  (undoubt 
edly  Weldon  railroad).  Also,  enemy's  camp  in  the  woods  in  our  immediate  front  is 
somewhat  larger  than  it  was  last  evening. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

9  See  Meade  to  Ingalls,  29th,  p.  366. 
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PLANK  EOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  30,  1864. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

All  quiet.  The  enemy  have  opened  a  signal  station  of  observation  in 
woods  GO  degrees  west  of  north  from  station.  The  station  gives  the 
enemy  a  view  of  nearly  all  the  open  country  in  our  rear  between  this 
point  and  woods  south  of  Fort  Griffin. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


AUGUST  30,  1804—0.20  a.  in. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Rdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
A  column  of  about  3,000  infantry   and   eighty   pieces   of  artillery 
moved  out  of  Petersburg  toward  the  left.    The  caissons  with  the  ar 
tillery  were  packed  with  grain. 

A.  G.  JOED  AX, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

August  30,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  received  from  the  Jordan  house 
station : 

The  enemy  are  constructing  heavy  earth-works  at  a  point  on  left  hank  of  the  Ap- 
pomattox  north-northwest  from  this  station  and  nearly  opposite  the  Rnshmoro 
house.  It  will  command  and  eurilade  the  ravine  in  rear  of  Battery  No.  5,  when:  the 
13-inch  mortar  is  located. 

T.  R.  CLARK. 

They,  the  enemy,  have  established  a  station  of  observation  in  rear  of 
the  Gregory  Chimneys,  which  will  command  a  view  of  the  plain  around  the 
Jones  house  and  that  between  these  headquarters  and  the  Avery  house. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEK, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  249.  )  Washington,  August  30,  1864. 

Capt.  Ely  S.  Parker,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is 
announced    as  private   secretary  on  the  staff  of  Lieuteuant-General 
Grant,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  W.  11.  Kowley,  resigned. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  T(£WNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  234.  }  August  30,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *     .  *  * 

6.  In  compliance  with  paragraph  12,  of  Special  Orders,  No.  282,  of 
August  26,  1804,  from  the  War  Department,  the  organizati< 


organization  known 
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as  the  Provisional  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and  now 
serving  with  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  will  proceed,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  to  report  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjuta nt-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1861.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

1  do  not  think  the  large  works  on  the  plank  road  nearest  the  Chim 
neys  are  as  safe  as  they  should  be.  The  enemy's  pickets,  being  so  very 
close  there,  afford  unusual  facilities  to  the  enemy  for  attack.  It  seems 
to  me  a  part  of  the  reserves  ought  to  be  near  these  works. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1861 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  my  command  of 
importance  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  I  have  this  morning 
1,100  men  on  fatigue,  qf  whom  500  are  at  work  on  the  new  redoubt  at 
the  Strong  house.  The  picket-line  near  the  Strong  house  was  advanced 
about  400  yards  to  cover  the  working  party,  as  the  redoubt  is  being 
erected  outside  the  present  line  of  iutreuchments. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  30,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 
General  HANCOCK  : 

Your  dispatch  of  this  morning  received.  The  commanding  general 
directs  me  to  say  that  the  division  near  the  Williams  house  may  be  estab 
lished  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Jones  house,  or  any  where  else  on  the  plank 
road  that  will  make  it  most  available  as  a  reserve  in  that  part  of  the 
line.  The  division  near  the  Avery  house  is  required  as  support  for  the 
Tenth  Corps  as  well  as  for  the  front  of  Mott's  division  or  part  of  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  deserter  from  Fincgan's  brigade  came  in  to-night  and  reports  all 
quiet  in  the  enemy's  lines.  He  says  his  brigade,  of  Mahone's  division, 
were  in  the  tight  August  25. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
38  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  II 


594  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  the  following  officers  for 
promotion,  by  brevet  or  otherwise: 

First.  Brig.  Gen.  Francis  C.  Barlow — for  highly  meritorious  and  dis 
tinguished  conduct  throughout  the  campaign,  and  particularly  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  while  leading  his  division  in  the  assault  on 
the  enemy's  works  at  Spotsylvania,  May  12,  1804;  to  date  from  May 
12,  1864. 

Second.  Brig.  Gen.  D.  McM.  Gregg — for  highly  meritorious  and  dis 
tinguished  conduct  throughout  the  campaign,  particularly  for  the 
reconnaissance  on  the  Charles  City  road  and  at  the  battle  of  August 
25,  at  Reams'  Station,  Va.;  the  date  of  promotion  to  be  fixed  by  the 
major-general  commanding  the  army,  General  Gregg  having  been 
under  my  command  only  temporarily.  . 

Third.  Brig.  Gen.  N.  A.  Miles — for  highly  meritorious  and  distin 
guished  conduct,  during  the  campaign,  and  particularly  for  gallantry 
and  meritorious  service  at  the  battle  of  August  25, 18G4,  at  Beams7  Sta 
tion,  Va. ;  to  date  August  25,  1804. 

Fourth.  Col.  James  A.  Beaver,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers — for  highly  meritorious  and  distinguished  conduct 
throughout  the  campaign,  particularly  for  valuable  services  at  Cold 
Harbor,  Va.,  while  commanding  a  brigade;  to  date  from  June  3,  1804. 
This  officer  was  wounded  at  Chancellorsville;  again  in  the  assault  on 
the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Petersburg,  June  10,  and  again  at  the 
battle  of  Reams'  Station,  Va.,  August  25,  1804,  Athere  he  lost  a  leg. 

Fifth.  Col.  T.  A.  Smyth,  First  Delaware  Volunteers — for  highly 
meritorious  and  distinguished  conduct  throughout  the  campaign,  par 
ticularly  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.;  to 
date  from  June  3,  1804. 

Sixth.  Col.  H.  L.  Brown,  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers — for  highly  meritorious  and  distinguished  conduct  through 
out  the  campaign,  particularly  for  gallantry  at  Spotsylvania,  May  12; 
to  date  May  12, 1804.  This  officer  was  wounded  at  first  Fredericksburg 
and  was  twice  wounded  at  Gettysburg. 

Seventh.  Col.  Thomas  W.  Egau,  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers — for 
highly  meritorious  and  distinguished  conduct  throughout  the  campaign, 
particularly  for  gallantry  on  the  successful  assault  of  the  enemy's  works 
at  the  North  Anna,  May  23,  1804;  to  date  from  May  23,  1804.  This 
officer  was  wounded  in  an  assault  upon  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  June  10,  1804. 

Eighth.  Lieut.  Col.  K.  O.  Broady,  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers — 
for  good  conduct  throughout  the  campaign,  and  particularly  for  dis 
tinguished  services  at  Reams'  Station,  Va.,  August  25,  1804,  where  he 
was  wounded;  to  date  August  25,  1804.  This  officer  received  the  ap 
pointment  of  colonel  of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers,  but  has 
not  been  mustered  in  on  account  of  the  lack  of  the  necessary  number 
of  men  in  the  regiment. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  595 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  I'D  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  63.  J  August  30,  1864. 

The  following-named  regiments,  having  lost  tlieir  regimental  colors 
in  action,  are  hereby  deprived  of  the  right  to  carry  colors  until  by  their 
conduct  in  battle  they  show  themselves  competent  to  protect  them: 
Eighth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  One  hundred  and  sixty- fourth  New 
York  Volunteers,  Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  The  officers 
and  men  of  the  command  should  understand  that  their  colors  should 
be  the  last  thing  surrendered,  and  that  in  all  well-regulated  military 
organizations  it  is  considered  a  disgrace  for  a  majority  of  the  command 
to  return  from  the  field  of  battle  without  them. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Gibbon,  commanding  division: 

A.  HENRY  EMBLER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  with  the  request  that  my  action  in  this  case 
may  be  approved  by  the  higher  authorities,  my  attention  having  been 
called  since  the  publication  of  this  order  that  there  might  be  seme 
doubt  of  my  authority  to  deprive  regiments  of  their  flags.  I  believe 
that  it  is  a  long-established  custom  of  the  service. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

I  think  no  regiment  which  has  lost  its  colors  should  be  permitted  to 
carry  others  until  by  the  decision  of  the  commander  of  the  army  they 
had  in  action  shown  that  they  were  able  to  preserve  them;  but  I  think 
the  rule  should  be  generally  applicable  to  the  whole  service.  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  system  being  inaugurated  now  and  applied  to  all 
regiments  which  have  lost  their  colors. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.  I       HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864. 

Battery  commanders  on  the  line  are  instructed  to  fire  on  the  enemy's 
working  parties  and  reply  to  artillery  tire  on  their  line. 
By  command  of  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard: 

U.  D.  EUDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

'August  30,  1864. 
Lieut.  J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps  : 
LIEUTENANT  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  last  evening  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  morning  advanced  the  left  of 
my  picket-line  about  400  yards  and  now  have  it  established,  my  left 
connecting  with  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  PIERCE, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864 — 8.50  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  during  yes 
terday  and  through  the  night.  No  change  in  the  enemy's  position  was 
observed  from  our  advanced  signal  station.  There  were  1,800  men  from 
this  corps  at  work  yesterday  upon  the  new  redoubts  on  this  line. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  send  the  following  just  received: 

AUGUST  30,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 
Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

COLONEL  :  My  division  picket  officer  reports  that  a  guard  sent  to  a  house  states 
that  the  occupants  say  that  Hill's  corps  is  camped  about  three  miles  to  the  west 
of  us  or  to  the  left  of  our  lines. 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Forwarded  to  General  Meade  at  headquarters  Second  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864 — 5  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  pickets  of  the  center  division  of  my  line  report  that  at  3  a.  m. 
trains,  either  artillery  or  wagons,  were  moving  in  their  front  toward 
the  left;  also  that  they  heard  the  rebel  reveille. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  Major-General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864 — 4  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

Pickets  in  my  front  report  a  heavy  movement  of  artillery  toward  the 
enemy's  right.  I  will  have  the  matter  investigated  in  the  morning  and 
report  particulars,  if  any. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  my  immediate  front  (luring 
the  past  twenty-four  hours.  No  picket-tiring  and  no  enemy  in  sight 
from  the  line  of  vedettes.  The  pickets  in  front  of  the  center  and  left 
divisions  report  hearing  the  enemy  moving  artillery  or  wagons  during 
the  night  to  their  right  (our  left).  The  line  of  parapet  is  being 
strengthened  and  camp-grounds  being  policed  and  drained.  A  detail 
of  1,000  men  was  ordered  to  report  this  morning  to  the  engineer  officer 
at  the  Chimneys  in  front  of  my  center. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \      HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  157.  )  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  30,  1864. 

******* 

3.  In  compliance  with  paragraph  G,  Special  Orders,  No.  233,  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  under  date  of  August  29,  1864,  the  following-named  bat 
teries  are  transferred  to  the  Artillery  Reserve.  The  commanding 
officers  will  at  once  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Monroe,  chief  of  artillery, 
who  will  give  them  the  necessary  instructions  as  required  in  the  above- 
mentioned  order:  Start's  (Third  Vermont),  four  3-inch  guns;  Thomas' 
(Second  Maine),  four  3-inch  guns;  Mayo's  (Third  Maine),  four  3-inch 
guns;  Wright's  (Fourteenth  Massachusetts),  four  3-inch  guns. 
******* 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  30,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  the  cavalry  line 
of  pickets.  Last  night  a  rebel  lieutenant  approached  a  vedette  on 
plank  road;  was  fired  upon  and  captured.  He  was  sent  to  your  head 
quarters  this  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  August  30,  1864.     (Received  10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  ORD: 

To  protect  the  navigation  on  the  James  River  I  have  determined  to 
establish  a  garrison  about  the  Berkeley  house,  on  the  north  bank. 
General  Barnard  selected  the  location  to-day  and  has  sent  for  your 
engineer  officer  to  direct  him  as  to  the  works  to  throw  up.  You  will 
please  furnish  the  garrison.  Two  companies  of  infantry,  a  section  of 
artillery,  and  one  squadron  of  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  will 
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be  sufficient.  I  think  the  artillery  and  infantry  can  be  taken  from  the 
garrisons  of  Fort  Powhatau  and  Wilson's  Wharf.  General  Marston, 
having  but  a  small  command  at  Wilson's  Wharf,  should  be  assigned  to 
the  command  of  all  troops  on  the  river  east  of  City  Point  and  west  of 
Fort  Monroe,  with  headquarters  at  Wilson's  Wharf. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH.  CORPS, 

August  30,  1864 — 11.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  will  make  the  detail  for  garrison  at  the  Berkeley  house.  The  New 
York  Mounted  Eifles  have  re-enlisted,  except  about  enough  to  take  care 
of  the  horses  of  men  on  furlough.  I  have  had  to  replace-  the  two 
squadrons  of  it  at  Deep  Bottom  by  a  detail  from  my  guard.  The  cav 
alry  guard  to  garrison  the  Berkeley  house  might  be  taken  [from]  General 
Biruey's  or  Kautz's  cavalry. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

August  30,  1864. 
Lieutenant  MICHIE, 

General  Butler's  Headquarters  : 

General  Ord  will  be  directed  to  send  a  small  garrison  to  the  Berkeley 
Place,  Harrison's  Lauding.  A  work  will  be  erected  under  your  charge, 
and  if  you  will  call  upon  General  Barnard  at  these  headquarters 
to-morrow  morning  he  will  give  you  its  general  character. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  30,  1864. 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

Have  you  any  disposable  100-ponnder  Farrotts?  How  many?  Gen 
eral  Brrney  wants  two.  Do  you  kuovv  of  any  positions  on  his  line 
where  a  100-pouuder  Parrott  would  be  worth  more  than  a  30-pounder1? 
I  go  clown  to  see  this  a.  m.  Please  answer. 

H.  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[Indorsement.] 

Answered  in  person  before  received. 


H.  L.  A[BBOTj. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
August  30,  1864 — 10  a.  m.     (Eeceived  11  a.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

During  yesterday  1  had  a  fatigue  detail  day  and  night  (GOO  men)  on 
redoubt  to  left  of  Hare  house.     Sent  a  regiment  to  Wilson's  Wharf  and 
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one  to  City  Point  for  quartermaster's  and  commissary  details.  Sharp 
artillery  duel  during  the  evening-.  Enemy  developed  more  artillery 
than  for  some  time  past  and  have  more  mortars  in  position.  Our  fire 
was  chiefly  at  railroad  depot  and  the  batteries  and  working  parties 
erecting  new  works  on  Chesterfield  Heights.  1  have  asked  for  two 
additional  13-inch  mortars  and  200 -pounder  Parrotts,  which  would 
enable  me  to-  silence  the  batteries  on  Chesterfield  Heights  that  almost 
take  my  line  of  battle  in  reverse.  They  could  be  brought  to  the 
position  on  the  railroad  and  transported  without  difficulty. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  THIRD  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  1.  )  Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  August  30,  1864. 

The  following-named  officers  are  announced  as  composing  the  staft 
of  this  division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  .accordingly:  Capt. 
H.  L.  Johnson,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  A.  T.  Atwood,  assist 
ant  quartermaster;  Capt.  R.  Holmes,  commissary  of  subsistence;  Capt. 
Lewis  L.  Weld,  [Seventh]  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  [acting]  assistant 
inspector-general;  First  Lieut.  M.  V.  B.  Richardson,  assistant  commis 
sary  of  musters;  First  Lieut.  E.  W.  Morey,  Ninth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
acting  aide-de-camp;  Second  Lieut.  II.  E.  Burton,  Thirty-fifth  U.  S. 
Colored  Troops,  aide-de-camp. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney: 

[H.  L.  JOHNSON,] 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR,  )    HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  1.       )  Before  Petersburg,  Va.<  August  30,  1864. 

Until  further  orders  the  line  held  by  this  division  will  be  apportioned 
to  the  brigades  as  follows:  The  First  Brigade  will  hold  two-thirds  of 
the  line,  the  right  and  left  of  which  will  be  pointed  out  by  a  staff  offi 
cer  from  these  headquarters.  The  Second  Brigade  and  the  Thirty- 
seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers  will  hold  the  remaining  third  of  the 
line,  the  New  Jersey  regiment  holding  it  two  days  out  of  every  six. 
The  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers  will  commence  its  tour  of 
duty  to-night,  holding  the  line  for  the  next  two  days,  with  such  portion 
of  Colonel  Holman's  command  as  may  be  required. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney: 

[H.  L.  JOHNSON,] 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]         HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Fa.,  August  30,  1864. 

Hereafter  division  commanders  will  not  have  their  pickets  posted 
until  after  dark,  so  that  the  number  may  be  concealed  from  the  enemy, 
except  in  front  of  Brigadier-General  Ames'  division,  where  they  may 
be  posted  at  sunset. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord: 

THEODORE  READ, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  30,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  CARR, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Ord  to  inform  you  that 
he  is  going  over  to  the  Court  of  Inquiry  at  the  Second  Corps  this  morn 
ing,  and  that  should  anything  occur  you  will  be  in  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

THEODOL'E  KEAD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  30,  1864. 
Captain  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  picket-line.     Considerable 
firing  occurred  along  the  left  of  the  line  between  rebel  scouts  appar 
ently  and  our  vedettes.    No  casualties  are  reported  on  either  side. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Neic  Berne,  X.  C.,  August  30,  1864. 
Maj.  H.  T.  LAWSON, 

Chief  Provost- Marshal,  District  of  North  Carolina  : 
MAJOR:  The  commandiug  general  wishes  you  to  have  immediately 
posted  in  New  Berne  and  Beaufort  posters  to  the  following  effect: 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  30,  1864. 

All  able-bodied  colored  men  not  now  engaged  in  some  regular  permanent  employ 
ment  will  be  given  immediate  work  as  laborers  at  the  rate  of  $16  per  month  and 
one  ration  per  day.  All  such  will  immediately  report  themselves  to  the  provost- 
marshal. 

I3y  command  of  Brigadier-General  Palmer: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  JUDSON. 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  31,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  this  morning.    The  field- 
works  on  the  left  are  being  constructed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

As  soon  as  it  can  be  done  I  would  like  to  have  a  column  of  cavalry, 
perhaps  supported  by  infantry  would  be  well,  thrown  out  west  from 
Warren's  position  to  cut  off  wagon  trains  carrying  supplies  into  Peters 
burg.  It  should  be  a  rapid,  sudden  dash  to  gather  up  all  the  teams 
and  straggling  escorts  they  could  find. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


OITY  POINT,  VA.,  August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  go  this  morning  to  Fort  Monroe.     Expect  to  start  back  this  even 
ing. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAX-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Three  rebel  deserters,  two  from  Finegan's  brigade,  Ma- 
hone's  division,  and  one  from  Davis'  brigade,  Ileth's  division,  just 
arrived  here,  and  report  that  they  left  their  picket-line  last  night. 
They  report  no  changes  in  the  enemy's  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
August  31,  1864 — 10.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE: 

Deserters  from  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Battalion  say  that  Field's 
division  went  to  Petersburg  last  Wednesday,  with  the  exception  of 
one  brigade.  Deserter  from  Second  Maryland  says  seventy  men  for 
duty  in  the  battalion.  Lost  88  men  in  the  assault  on  the  Weldon  road. 
Report  no  changes  on  our  front.  Refugees  agree  as  to  hard  times  in 
Richmond.  Am  on  the  lookout  for  the  ones  you  wrote  about. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  ana  Aide-de-Catnp. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

August  31,  1864 — 6.40  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  10  a.  m.  180  men  moved  from  the  picket-line  in  our  front,  appeared 
on  Weldou  railroad,  and  disappeared  west  of  large  fort.  The  enemy 
are  very  active  in  improving  fortifications  in  our  front  and  left.  All 
quiet. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

'U3TI7EI 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864—9  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS  : 

There  has  been  no  change  in  my  lines  since  last  report  except  that 
General  Gibbon's  division  is  now  near  the  Chieves  house,  one^brigade 
being  in  support  behind  the  advanced  works  on  the  plank  road  and  two 
regiments  supporting  the  battery  on  the  plank  road  just  in  front  of  the 
large  square  redoubt. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  498.  }  August  31,  1864. 

******* 

2.  The  Fourth  Regiment  New  York  Artillery  is  hereby  temporarily 
assigned  to  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division  and  will  be  reported 
accordingly. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Miles : 

WM.  E.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  ot  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  during  yesterday  and  last  night.  Twenty-four  hundred  men 
were  at  work  yesterday  upon  the  new  forts  being  constructed  on  this 
line. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864.     (Received  1.45  p.  m.) 
General  WARREN: 

There  has  been  no  firing  on  my  front.  How  goes  it  with  you  now? 
Do  you  think  it  means  anything  more  than  to  drive  off  the  signal  party 
or  was  it  intended  as  an  advance?  1  have  large  details  at  work. 
From  present  appearance  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  relieve  them. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE: 

There  has  been  no  firing  for  an  hour  and  a  half.    I  don't  think  it 
meant  much  this  morning,  and  have  not  changed  my  working  parties. 

G.  K.  'WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 
August  31,  1864—11.30  a.  m.     (Received  12  m.) 
General  CRAWFORD: 

The  enemy  have  been  pressing  our  picket  line  quite  heavily  at  the 
white  house  on  the  railroad,  and  General  Warren  wishes  you  to  be 
ready  to  be  under  arms  at  the  shortest  notice. 

W.  A.  ROEBLLSG, 
Major  and  Aide- de- Camp. 


PROVIDENCE,  August  31,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TL  S.  GRANT  : 

My  leave  of  absence  expires  Friday  next.  Shall  we  await  orders 
here? 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  quiet  on  my  line  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  In  front  of  the  Third  Division  General  Willcox's  scouts 
sent  out  report  meeting  the  enemy's  pickets  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
in  front  of  our  line.  Camp-tires  and  shelter-tents  were  seen  by  the 
party.  The  pickets  in  front  of  Second  Division  report  chopping  in 
their  front  and  wagons  moving  during  the  night.  The  work  on  the 
redoubts  is  progressing  well  and  the  line  being  generally  strengthened. 

J'NO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  31,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
General  J.  G.  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  he  is  waiting 
for  your  views  with  regard  to  the  reorganization  of  the  First,  Second, 
and  Third  Divisions  of  your  corps.  His  own  idea  is  that  in  view  of  the 
reduced  condition  of  General  White's  division  it  would  be  best  to  trans 
fer  the  regiments  now  composing  that  division  to  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions.  He  desires  to  publish,  as  soon  as  practicable,  an  order 
reorganizing  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS,     . 

August  31,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

In  reference  to  the  reorganization  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Divisions  of  this  corps,  I  agree  with  the  major-general  commanding 
that  in  view  of  the  reduced  condition  of  the  First  Division  it  would  be 
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best  to  transfer  these  regiments  of  this  division  to  the  Second  and 
Third  Divisions.  By  the  transfer  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Pro 
visional  Artillery  to  the  Eighteenth  Corps  this  division  is  further 
reduced  284  muskets.  This  leaves  ten  regiments  in  the  division.  The 
maximum  number  of  muskets  340  and  the  minimum  40.  These  regi 
ments,  I  think,  should  be  so  divided  between  the  Second  and  Third 
Divisions  as  to  equalize,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  effective  strength  of 
the  two  divisions.  There  is  one  captain,  assistant  adjutant-general;  one 
major,  assistant  quartermaster;  one  surgeon,  Volunteers,  and  three  cap 
tains,  commissaries  of  subsistence.  I  am  of  opinion  that  these  officers  will 
all  be  required  in  the  reorganization.  Should  there  be  any  supernumer 
aries,  I  will  report  it.  The  remaining  staff  officers  are  all  acting  and 
belong  to  the  regiments  of  the  division,  excepting  Lieut.  II.  P.  Mc- 
Kibbin,  Fourth  U.  S.  Infantry,  assistant  commissary  of  musters,  and 
he  is  absent  wounded. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE: 

General  Meade  proposes  to  have  a  series  of  redoubts  constructed 
from  the  bastion  fort  on  the  extreme  left  back  toward  the  Williams 
house  as  soon  as  engineer  officers  can  be  had  to  superintend  them. 
Had  not  work  on  the  line  you  spoke  of  yesterday  better  be  postponed 
for  the  present? 

N.  MICHLEK, 
Major  of  Engineers. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864—13  m. 
Major  MICHLER, 

Engineers,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
Dispatch  received.  All  right.  Nothing  extensive  has  been  done  on 
line  spoken  of  yesterday.  How  soon  will  you  be  able  to  have  th§  line 
of  infantry  parapet  staked  out  in  the  vicinity  of  the  redoubt  at  the 
Chimneys  H  I  wish  to  put  the  men  at  work  as  soon  as  possible.  Have 
you  adopted  any  names  or  numbers  for  these  works?  If  not,  please  do 
so,  and  thus  save  us  a  confusion  of  names,  if  not  of  tongues. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

.  Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE: 

Have  directed  Lieutenant  Benyaurd  to  mark  out  the  infantry  parapet 
to-day  and  report  to  you  when  it  is  laid  out.  Will  see  the  general  in 
regard  to  naming  or  numbering  the  different  works. 

N.  MICHLER, 
Major  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Capt.  J.  C.  YOUNGMAN,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  scouting  parties  sent  out 
to-day  found  the  enemy's  pickets  occupying  light  intrenchments  in  an 
open  field,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  own  picket-line,  in 
front  of  my  left  brigade.  In  front  of  my  right  brigade  their  vedettes 
were  found  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our  own,  with  their  main 
picket- line  about  100  yards  beyond.  No  firing  occurred  on  either  side. 
Copies  of  Special  Orders,  No.  32,  headquarters  Armies  of  the  United 
States,  were  shown  to  the  enemy's  vedettes  and  left  within  a  short  dis 
tance  of  them  in  conspicuous  places. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  UAKTRANFT, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  POTTER,  Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
General  Hartranft  will  withdraw  his  left  regiment  (One  hundred  and 
seventy-ninth  New  York)  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  that  part  of  the 
line  left  vacant  by  the  removal  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Provisional 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  he  desires  you  to  extend  your  right  so  as  to  occupy 
the  ground  that  will  be  left  vacant  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  One 
hundred  and  seventy-ninth  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Captain  YOUNGMAN,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  scouts  yesterday  met 
the  enemy  at  about  one  mile  and  a  half.  A  scouting  party  more  to  the 
right  met  their  pickets  on  the  further  edge  of  the  woods  about  one  mile 
from  our  works.  Camp-fires  and  shelter-tents  were  seen  by  the  former 
party.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  officer  of  the  trenches 
straighten  out  the  picket-line  of  the  corps. 
Very  respectfully. 

O.  B.  VVILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

August  31,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  the  cavalry 
pickets,  save  annoyance  by  small  parties  of  guerrillas  or  scouts.    Since 
last  report  the  enemy's  vedettes  have  appeared  on  the  plank  road. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  31,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  ILL  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  iny  division  can  be  concentrated  at  the  Williams 
house  in  from  three  to  four  hours.  General  Kautz's  regiments  are  posted 
as  follows:  one  at  Sycamore  Church,  one  at  Zion  Church,  one  on  the 
Norfolk  railroad,  and  one  on  the  Lee's  Mill  road.  The  regiment  at 
Sycamore  Church  could  not  be  gotten  here  in  less  than  ten  or  twelve 
hours.  Exclusive  of  this  regiment,  the  others  could  be  concentrated  in 
eight  hours. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedioiit  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

The  enemy  have  pickets  on-  the  plank  road  in  front  of  mine. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  31,  1864.     (Received  G.15  p.  m.) 

Major-General  BARNARD, 

City  Point,  Va. : 

General  Ord  informs  me  that  there  will  be  but  two  companies  of  in 
fantry  (negroes),  numbering  in  all  about  sixty  men,  to  go  to  Harrison's 
Landing.  With  this  force  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  any  work,  as  it 
will  all  be  required  for  guard  duty.  The  wharf  will  have  to  be  repaired 
before  the  artillery  and  cavalry  can  land.  I  send  down  some  engineers 
to-morrow  early  to  repair  wharf  and  erect  the  works. 

PETER  S.  MICHIE, 
First  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Engineers,  and  Acting  Chief  Engineer  of  Dept. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

August  31,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD: 

The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  that  "at  7.45  a.  m.  a  train 
of  eight  cars  heavily  loaded  with  troops  passed  the  Junction  toward 
Petersburg." 

L.  B.  NORTON, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Department  of  Va.  and  N.  C. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  239.  {  In  the  Field,  Va.,  August  31,  1864. 

#**##** 
XI.  Brig.  Gen.  Gilman  Marston,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  the  command  of  all  the  U.  S.  troops  on  the  James  River,  east  of  City 
Point  and  west  of  Fort  Monroe.    He  will  establish  his  headquarters 
at  Wilson's  Wharf. 
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XII.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marstou  will  detail  one  section  of  artillery  and 
two  companies  of  infantry  from  the  garrisons  at  Fort  Powhatan  and 
Wilson's  Wharf,  to  establish  a  garrison  at  the  Berkeley  house  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  James. 

XIII.  In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  lieutenant- 
general  commanding  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  Major-General 
Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Corps,  will  detail  and  send  to  Bermuda 
Hundred,  early  to-morrow  morning  (1st  proximo),  a  squadron  of  cav 
alry,  for  transportation  to  the  Berkeley  house,  at  Harrison's  Landing. 

###**** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

E.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SIEGE  TRAIN, 
Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  August  31,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL,:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  companies  of  my  regiment 
now  on  duty  in  the  Petersburg  lines,  with  their  guns,  &c. :  Company 
A  ( fourteen -guii  battery),  Taylor's  house,  two  44- inch  guns,  four  10-inch 
mortars ;  Company  D,  near  Hare's  house,  four  8-inch  mortars,  five  Coe- 
horns;  Company  G,  between  Hare's  house  and  railroad  (Suffolk),  two 
8-inch  mortars,  eleven  Coehorns;  half  of  Company  I,  near  Spring  Hill 
(reserve),  t\vo  20-pounder  Parrotts;  half  of  Company  I,  near  Jordan's 
house,  one  13-inch  mortar;  half  of  Company  F,  near  Jordan's  house, 
three  30-pounder  Parrotts;  half  of  Company  F,  extreme  right  of  line, 
four  8-iiich  mortars;  Company  M,  near  Avery's  house,  four  -U-mch 
guns;  total,  forty- two. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Deserters  in  this  morning  say  that  Heth's  division,  which  has  been 
in  reserve  since  the  railroad  fight,  came  into  the  trenches  on  my  left 
last  night.  The  deserters  were  from  Cooke's  brigade,  Heth's  division. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  on  my  line.     Shelling  the 
town  has  compelled  the  enemy  to  stop  the  incessant  musketry  on  my 
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line.  Everything  now  is  comparatively  quiet.  The  enemy  are  digging 
at  several  points.  I  have  000  men  on  fatigue  details  under  Captain 
Gillespie. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  113.  )  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  August  31,  1864. 

*  *  *  .  *  *  *  * 

8.  Capt.  H.  L.  Johnson,  assistant  adjutant- general  of  volunteers,  will 
report  in  person  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry,  commanding  First  Division, 
for  assignment  to  duty  with  one  of  the  brigades  of  his  division. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  'Fa.,  August  31,  1864. 

Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN:  In  pursuance  with  instructions  from  division  headquar 
ters,  dated  30th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report 
of  my  command  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours :  No  offensive  demon 
strations  have  been  made  from  my  front;  but  few  artillery  shots  have 
been  exchanged.  No  change  in  the  position  of  the  troops  under  my 
command  except  the  change  of  camp  of  the  Eighty-fifth  llegiinent 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  division.  With  regard  to  the  intrench- 
ments  I  sent  out  seventy-five  sand-bags  and  the  proper  number  of 
shovels  for  the  construction  of  new  and  additional  loop-holes  for  look 
out,  the  enemy  having  ascertained  the  position  of  those  already  con 
structed  and  firing  into  them  constantly.  The  officer  commanding  the 
trenches  reported  yesterday  at  5  p.  m. : 

The  enemy  are  at  work  at  and  in  roar  of  the  fort  which  was  blown  up  by  us;  also 
are  strengthening  thoir  lines  on  and  near  the  ravine.  About  three  minutes'  time  was 
taken  to-day  in  exchanging  papers,  when  they  again  commenced  firing. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  whether  the  exchange  of  papers  is  author 
ized.  Yesterday  was  remarkably  quiet  except  a  few  shots  from  the 
enemy.  The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports  this  morning: 

The  enemy  kept  up  quite  a  severe  lire  during  the  night  and  have  been  at  work 
strengthening  the  works  on  their  line  in  front  of  this  brigade  line.  I  received 
seventy-five  bags  and  ten  shovels  last  night  and  have  constructed  loop-holes  as  far 
as  they  went,  and  have  done  other  work  in  repairing.  Had  two  men  of  the  Sixty- 
seventh  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  wounded  by  the  enemy  during  the  night. 
One  man  was  wounded  in  the  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSHUA  B.  HOWELL, 
Colonel  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
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• 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  H)TH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Fa.,  August  31,  1864. 

Capt.  T.  A.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  A  (I jut  ant- General  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  special  interest 
has  occurred  on  the  line  held  by  my  troops  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  changes  in  position  indicated  in  the  circular  of  yes 
terday  from  division  headquarters  were  made  last  evening,  and  meas 
ures  have  been  taken  to  carry  out  fully  and  immediately  the  provisions 
of  the  circular  of  28th  instant  from  corps  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  B.  BARTON, 
Colonel  Forty-eighth  New   York   Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 
Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  A  djutan  t-  General : 

General  Ord  directs  you  to  send  orders  to  Major-General  Birney  that 
by  direction  of  General  Grant  lie  wishes  him  to  send  early  to-morrow 
morning  a  squadron  of  his  cavalry  to  Bermuda  for  transportation  to 
the  Berkeley  house,  at  Harrison's  Lauding. 

TI1EO.  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 

Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Send  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Wilson's  Wharf  and  tell  him  to 
send  two  companies  of  infantry  to  Harrison's  Landing  early  to-morrow 
a.  m.  to  take  possession  there.  The  engineer  officer  will  be  there  with 
a  company  of  engineers  to  throw  up  a  cover  for  them.  There  is  no 
enemy  iu  that  neighborhood,  and  they  can  land  without  opposition. 
Ascertain  whether  there  is  a  boat  at  Wilson's  Wharf;  if  not,  notify 
me  so  I  can  order  one. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1864. 

Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 
General  Ord  wishes  to  see  General  Marston  at  these  headquarters. 

THEO.  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
39  E   R — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  31,  1864. 
Captain  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  to  report  that  a  force  of  ten  or  twelve  of  the  enemy 
attacked  the  picket-line,  near  the  Blackwater,  of  the  Eleventh  Penn 
sylvania  Cavalry,  but  were  easily  driven  off.  They  were  dismounted 
and  seemed  to  desire  to  break  through  the  picket-line.  They  have  not 
been  heard  of  since.  Rebel  scouts  were  seen  at  other  points  along  the 
line,  but  they  made  no  attack;  otherwise,  everything  is  quiet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- Genera I,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

August  31,  IMi-l. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  MARSTON: 

GENERAL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that,  to  protect  the  navigation  on  the  James  River,  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding  has  determined  to  establish  a  garrison 
about  the  Berkeley  house,  on  the  north  bank,  to  consist  of  two  compa 
nies  of  infantry,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  one  squadron  of  cavalry.  The 
artillery  and  infantry  for  this,  garrison  will  be  selected  by  you  from  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Pocahontas  and  Wilson's  Wharf.  You  will  render 
every  facility  to  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  and  move  the  troops  to 
the  new  garrison  as  soon  as  the  works  are  ready.  I  am  further 
instructed  to  inform  you  [that  you]  have  been  placed  in  command  of 
all  the  troops  on  the  river  east  of  City  Point  and  west  of  Fort  Monroe, 
with  your  headquarters  at  Wilson's  Wharf. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

R.  S.  DAYIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  August  31,  1864.     (Received  6.15  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  MARSTON, 

Wilson's  Wharf: 

General  Ord  directs  that  you  send  two  companies  of  infantry  early 
to-morrow  morning  to  Harrison's  Lauding  to  take  possession  there. 
An  engineer  officer  with  a  company  of  engineers  will  be  there  to  throw 
up  cover  for  you.  There  is  no  enemy  there.  Telegraph  General  Ord 
if  you  need  any  transportation.  Please  acknowledge  receipt. 

B.  S.  DAYIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  August  31,  1864. 
Capt.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  District  of  North  Carolina: 
CAPTAIN:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  negroes  for  Fort  Monroe  will  commence  collecting  to-day.    Major 
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Lawson  will  send  thorn  all  to  you.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you 
to  designate  some  rendezvous  for  them,  and  have  rolls  prepared  as  fast 
as  they  report,  informing  them  that  their  pay  and  rations  will  commence 
from  that  time.  I  will  telegraph  Captain  Wheeler  to  send  all  those 
from  Beaufort  and  Morehead  to  you.  The  commanding  general  hopes 
that  you  will  make  such  arrangements  as  will  insure  the  presence  of  all 
when  the  time  comes  for  them  to  go. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 


[AUGUST  31,  1804. — For  the  "effective  strength"  of  the 
operating  against  Kiehmoiid,  see  Part  I,  p.  30.] 


Union  forces 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  (!cn.  George  (I.  Mcade,  U.  S. 
Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  Auyttst,  1861. 
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Organization  of  the   Army  of  the  Potomac,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen. 
George  G.  Meadc,  U.  S.  Army,  August  31,  1864. 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

PROVOST   GUAKD. 

Brig.  Gen.  MARSEXA  R.  PATRICK. 

80th  New  York  (20th  Militia),  Col.  Theodore  13.  Gates. 
68th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Andrew  II.  Tippin. 
114th  Pennsylvania.  Col.  Charles  H.  T.  Collis. 

1st  Indiana  Cavalry.  Company  K,  Cnpt.  Theodore  Mnjtlicny. 

1st  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Companies  (J  and  D,  Capt.  Charles  F.  Adams,  jr. 

3d   Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Companies  A,  B,  and  M,  Maj.  James  W.  Walsh. 

VOLUNTEER  ENGINEER   BRIGADE. 

Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  W.  BENHAM. 

15th  New  York  (five  companies),  Maj.  William  A.  Ketchum. 
50th  New  York,  Col.  William  H.  Pettes.* 


*  Commanding   detachment   at  Washington,    I).    C.,  the   remainder  of  regiment 
serving  in  the  n'eld  under  subordinate  officers. 
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BATTALION   U.  S.  ENGINEERS. 

Capt.  FRANKLIN  HARWOOD. 

GUARDS   AND   ORDERLIES. 

Independent  Company  Oneida  (New  York)  Cavalry,  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Mann. 

SIGNAL   CORPS. 

Maj.  BENJAMIN  F.  FISHER. 

ARTILLERY.* 

Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  J.  HUNT. 

Artillery  Park. 
Capt.  CALVIN  SHAFFER. 

Maine  Light,  2d  Battery  (B),  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Stubbs. 
Maine  Light,  3d  Battery  (C),  Capt.  Ezekiel  K.  Mayo. 
Massachusetts  Light,  14th  Battery,  Capt.  Joseph  W.  B.  Wright. 
Vermont  Light,  3d  Battery,  Capt.  Romeo  H.  Start. 
1st  United  States,  Batteries  H  and  I,  Lieut.  Edwin  L.  Garvin. 

Sixth  Corps  Artillery. 
Capt.  WILLIAM  A.  HARN. 

Maine  Light,  4th  Battery  (D),  Lieut,  Charles  W.  White. 

1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Augustin  N.  Parsons. 

New  York  Light,  3d  Battery,  Lieut.  Alexander  S.  McLaiu. 

1st  Ohio  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Stephen  W.  Dorsey. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  William  B.  Rhodes. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  R.  Brinckle. 

1st  Delaware  Cavalry  (detachment),  Capt.  Erasmus  C.  Dunning. 

SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  WINFIKLD  S.  HANCOCK. 

FIRST   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  NELSON  A.  MILES. 

Consolidated  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  WILLIAM  WILSON. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  C.  LYNCH. 


28th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  James  Flem 
ing. 

26th  Michigan,  Capt.  Lucius  H.  Ives. 
5th  New  Hampshire,  Maj.    James    E. 

Larkin. 
61st  New    York,  Lieut.    Col.   K.    Oscar 

Broady. 

81st  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Lawrence  Mer 
cer. 
140th  Pennsylvania,    Capt.    Thomas 

Henry. 
183d   Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  George  T. 

Egbert. 
2d   New   York  Heavy  Artillery,    Maj. 

George  Hogg. 

4th  New   York  Heavy  Artillery,  Capt. 
John  B.  Vande  Wiele. 


7th  New  York  (five  companies),  Capt. 

Jacob  Scheu. 
39th  New  York   (six  companies),  Capt. 

David  A.  Allen. 
52d  New  York   (six  companies),  Lieut. 

John  Bambach. 
57th  New  York  (eight  companies),  Lieut. 

Martin  V.  B.  Brower. 
63d  New   York  (six  companies),    Capt. 

Alexander  Watts. 
69th  New  York   (six  companies),  Lieut. 

Martha  Murphy. 
88th  Now  York   (live  companies),  Capt. 

John  A.  Desmond. 

lllth  New   York,  Capt.  Edgar  J.  Hues- 
ton. 

125th  New  York,  Lieut.  Albert  Reynolds. 
126th  New  York.    Lieut.    John    F.   Ran 
dolph. 


*  All  organizations  of  artillery,  excepting  those  entered  under  this  head,  will  be 
found  iu  the  rosters  of  the  commands  with  which  they  served, 
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Fourth  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  WILLIAM  GLENNY. 

64th  New  York.  Capt.  Horatio  N.  Hunt. 

66th  New  York.  Lieut.  Siuion  Pincus. 

53d    Pennsylvania.  Capt.  Philip  H.  Schreyer. 
116th  Pennsylvania.  Capt.  John   R.  \Veltner. 
115th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  James  H.  Hanilin. 
148th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  James  F.  Weaver. 
7th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  Joseph  M.  Murphy. 

SECOND   DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  GIBBON. 

Provost  Guard. 
2d  Company  Minnesota  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Mahlon  Black. 

First  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  HORACE  P.  RUGG. 

19th  Maine,  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Spaulding. 
19th  Massachusetts.  )  T  .          „  ,    ,„ ,          ,  „. 
20th  Massachusetts,  [  Lieut  CoL  Ldni»»d  Kice. 

7th  Michigan.  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  N.  Smith. 

1st  Minnesota  (two  companies),  Capt.  James  C.  Farwell. 
59th  New  York,  Capt.  George  W.  Ryerson. 
152d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Thompson. 
184th  Pennsylvania  (seven  companies),  Maj.  Charles  Kleckner. 
36th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Clement  E.  Warner. 

1st  Company  Andrew  (Mass.)  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Isaac  N.  Mudgett. 

Second  Brigade. 
Col.  MATHEW  MURPHY. 

155th  New  York,  Capt.  Michael  Doheny. 
164th  New  York.  Capt.  Robert  Heggart. 
170th  New  York.  Col.  James  P.  Mclvor. 

182d    New  York  (69th  New  York  National  Guard  Artillery),  Capt.  John  Coonan. 
8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Capt.  Joseph  W.  Holmes. 

Jlurd  Brigade. 
Col.  THOMAS  A.  SMYTH. 

14th  Connecticut,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  A.  Moore. 
.     1st  Delaware,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Woodall. 

2d    Delaware  (two  companies),  Capt.  Philip  Johnson. 
12th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  Daniel  Dare. 

10th  New  York  (six  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Hopper. 
108th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  E.  Pierce. 
4th  Ohio  (four  companies^,  Maj.  Frank  J.  Spalter. 
69th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Patrick  S.  Tineu. 
106th  Pennsylvania  (three  companies),  Lieut.  John  Irvin. 
7th  West  Virginia  (four  companies),  Capt.  Isaac  B.  Fisher. 

THIRD    DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  GERSHOM  MOTT. 

First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  REGIS  DE  TROBRIAXD. 

20th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Meikcl. 

17th  Maine,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  B.  Merrill. 

40th  New  York,  Capt.  Madison  M.  Cannon. 

73d   New  York,  Capt.  Lawrence  H.  Thompson. 

86th  New   York,  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  H.  Lansing. 
124th  New  York,  Lieut.   Col.  Charles  H.  Weygant. 

99th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Edwin  R.  Biles. 
110th  Pennsylvania,   Maj.  Isaae  T.   Hamilton. 
2d    U.    S.    Sharpshooters,   Capt.  Adolphns  A.  Guest. 
1st  Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  H.  Talbot. 
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Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Geu.  BYRON*  R.  PIERCE. 

5th  Michigan,  Col.  John  Pulford. 
93d    New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Butler. 
57th  Pennsylvania.,  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Xeeper. 
84th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  R.  Rosa. 
105th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  C.  Conser. 
141st  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  Casper  W.  Tyler. 
1st  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  Nathaniel  Shatswell. 
1st  U.  S.  Sharpshooters  (seven  companies),  Capt.  Henry  C.  Garrison. 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  ROBERT   MCALLISTKR. 

llth  Massachusetts  (seven  companies),  Maj.  Charles  C.  Rivers. 

5th  New  Jersey  (three  companies),  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Morrow. 

6th  New  Jersey  (three  companies),  Capt.  Louis  M.  Morris. 

7th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  Thomas  C.  Thompson. 

8th  New  Jersey,  Maj.  Virgil  M.  Healy. 
llth  New  Jersey,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Schoonover. 
72d    New  York  (one  company),  )  T  •          M  i    T  i      r>   T> 

Lieut'  LoL  John  R"  TaPPen". 


120th  New  York, 

ARTILLERY   BRIGADE. 

Maj.  JOHN  G.  HAZARD. 

Maine  Light,  6th  Battery  (F),  Capt.  Edwin  B.  Dow. 

Massachusetts  Light,  10th  Battery,  Lieut.  Henry  H.  Granger. 

New  Hampshire  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  Frederick  M.  Edgell. 

1st  New  Jersey  Light,  Battery  B,  Capt.  A.  Judsou  Clark. 

New  Jersey  Light,  3d  Battery,  Capt.  Christian  Woeruer. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Nelson  Ames. 

4th  New  York  Heavy,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Derrick  F.  Hamliuk. 

4th  New  York  Heavy,  Battery  L.  Lieut.  Frank  Seymour. 

New  York  Light,  llth  Battery,  Capt.  John  E.  Burton. 

New  York  Light,  12th  Battery,  Lieut.  George  K.  Dauchy. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  F,  Capt.  R.  Bruce  Ricketts. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Batteries  A  and  B,  Sergt.  William  D.  Child. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  K,  Lieut.  John  W.  Roder. 

5th  United  States,  Batteries  C  and  I,  Lieut.  W.  Butler  Beck. 

FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Geu.  GOUVERXEUR  K.  WARREN. 

PROVOST   GUARD. 

2d  Wisconsin  (two  companies),  Lieut.  Henry  Naegely. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  GRIFFIN. 


First  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col. -WILLIAM  A.  TIIROOP. 

121st  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Lang. 

142d  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Horatio  N.  War 
ren. 

143d  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Chester  K. 
Hughes. 

149th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Irvin. 

150th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  George  W. 
Jones. 

187th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Joseph  A.  Ege. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  EDGAR  M.  GREGORY. 

22d  Massachusetts,"  Maj.  Mason  W. 
Burt. 

32d  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  dish 
ing  Edmands. 

91st  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Eli  G.  Sellers. 
155th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Alfred  L.  Pear 
son. 

21st  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (dismount 
ed),  Maj.  Oliver  B.  Kuowles. 


1 2d  Company  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters  attached. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMKS  GWYN. 

20th  Maine,  Maj.  Ellis  Spear. 

18th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Luther  S.  Bent. 

1st  Michigan,  Maj.  George  C.  Hopper. 
16th  Michigan,'  Col.  Norval  E.  Welch. 
44th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Freeman  Conner. 
83d    Pennsylvania',  Capt.  Amos  M.  Judsou. 
118th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Henry  O'Neill. 

SECOND    DIVISION". 

Brig.  Gen.  KOMEYN  B.  AYRES. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  CHARLES  P.  STONE. 

5th  New    York,    Col.    Frederick   \Vin- 
throp. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  SAMUEL  A.  GRAHAM. 

1st   Maryland,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Wil 
son. 


140th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.    Elwell   S.  [  4th  Maryland,  Lieut.  Col.  Gregory   Bar- 
Otis,  rett,  jr. 

146th  New  York,  Maj.  James  Grindlay.        .  7th  Maryland,  Maj.  Edward  M.  Mobley. 
10th  United    States  (three   companies),      8th  Maryland  (seven  companies),  Lieut. 

Lieut.  Adolph  Luuiug.  Col.  John  G.  Johannes, 

llth  United     States    (six     companies),   !  Purnell  (Maryland)  Legion,  Maj.  Robert 

G.  Jiiug. 


Capt.  William  G.  Edgerton. 

12th  United  States.Capt.  Philip  W.  Stan 
hope. 

14th  United  States,  Capt.  Charles  II.  In- 
graham.  . 

17th  United  States, Capt.  John  P.  Wales. 

15th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Lieut. 
Col.  Michael  Wiedrich.  ' 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  WILLIAM  HOFMANN. 

3d    Delaware,  Capt.  James  E.  Baily. 
4th  Delaware,  Maj.  Moses  B.  Gist. 

76th  New  York  (seven  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Cook. 
95th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Creney. 
147th  New  York.  Lieut.  Col.  George  Harney. 
56th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  John  T.  Jack. 
157th  Pennsylvania  (four  companies),  Capt.  Thomas  E.  Carter. 

THIRD   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  SAMUEL  W.  CRAWFORD. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  THOMAS  F.  McCoY. 

16th  Maine,  Col.  Charles  W.  Tilden. 
39th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  George  S.  Nel 
son. 

104th  New  York,  Capt.  "William  W.  Gra 
ham. 
90th  Pennsylvania,    Capt.    William    P. 

Davis. 
107th  Pennsylvania,      Maj.     Henry      J. 

Sh  eater. 
190th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Neri   B.  Kin- 

sey. 

191st  Pennsylvania,     Capt.    Richard   M. 
Birkmau. 


Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  BAXTER. 

94th  New  York,  Maj.  John  McMahon. 

97th  New  York,  Col.  Charles  Wheelock. 

llth  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Benjamin  F. 
Haines. 

88th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Edmund  Y.  Pat 
terson. 


Brady's  and  Jardine's  companies  Michigan  Sharpshooters  attached. 
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Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  S.  BRAGG. 

7th  Indiana,  Maj.  Merit  C.  Welsh. 
19th  Indiana,  Maj.  William  Orr. 
24th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  M.  Edwards. 

tith  Wisconsin,  Capt.  Thomas  Kerr. 

7th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Mark  Fiuuicnm. 

1st  Battalion  New  York  Sharpshooters  (three  companies). 

ARTILLERY    BRIGADE. 

Col.  CHARLES  S.  WAINWRIGIIT. 

Massachusetts  Light,  3d  Battery  (C),  Lieut.  Aaron  F.  Walcott. 

Massachusetts  Light,  5th  Battery  (E),  Lieut.  Joseph  E.  Spea*. 

Massachusetts  Light,  9th  Battery,  Lieut.  Richard  8.  Milton. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Robert  E.  Rogers. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Almont  Barnes. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Lester  1.  Richardson. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Augell  Matthewsou. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  Charles  E.  Mink. 

1st  New  York  Light,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Anderson. 

New  York  Light,  15th  Battery,  Capt.  Patrick  Hart. 

1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  William  C.  Miller. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  James  Stewart. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  I),  Lieut.  William  E.  Van  Reed. 

NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  G.  PARKE. 

ESCORT. 
3d   New  Jersey  Cavalry  (detachment),  Lieut.  John  S.  Hough. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

8th  United  States,  Lieut.  Hanson  E.  Weaver. 
-      FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  P.  HARTRANFT. 


First  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  JOSEPH  H.  BARNES. 

21st  Massachusetts   (three   companies), 
Capt.  Orange  S.  Sampson. 

29th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Willard    D. 
Tripp. 

35th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.    George    M. 
Farrington. 

56th  Massachusetts,       Capt.         Abijah 
Hollis. 

57th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Albert  Doty. 

59th  Massachusetts,    Maj.   Joseph   Col- 
burn. 

100th  Pennsylvania,    Capt.   Joseph      H. 
Pentecost. 


Second  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Col.  GILBERT  P.  ROBINSON. 

3d   Maryland  (four   companies),  Capt. 

David  J.  Weaver. 
179th  New  York  (seven  companies),  Lieut. 

Col.  Frankliu  B.  Doty. 
14th  New    York   Heavy   Artillery,  Maj. 
George  M.  Randall. 
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SKCONI)    DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  ROBERT  B.  POTTKK. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JOHN  I.  CURTIN. 


Second  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  SIMON  G.  GRIFFIN. 


36th  Massachusetts,   Lieut*  Col.  William  ,  31st  Maine,  Capt.  James  Dean. 

F.  Draper.  32d    Maine,  Capt.  Josiah  N.  Jones. 

58th  Massachusetts,  Maj.  Everett  S.  Hor-       2d    Maryland,  Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Tay- 

ton.  lor. 

5fst  New  York,  Capt.  George  W.  Whit-  |     6th  New  Hampshire.    Capt.   Samuel  G. 

man.  Goodwin. 

45th  Pennsylvania,        Capt.        Theodore  i     9th  New    Hampshire,    Capt.    John     B. 

Gregg.  Cooper. 

48th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Oliver  C.  Bosby-  i  llth  New  Hampshire,   Capt.    Arthur    C. 

shell.  Locke. 

4th  Rhode  Island,  Capt.  Walter  A.  Read,   i  17th  Vermont,  Capt.  Henry  A.  Eaton. 

!     2d   New    York    Mounted      Rides,    Maj. 
William  II.  Mapes, 

Acting  Engineers, 

7th  Rhode  Island,  Lieut.  Col.  Percy  Daniels. 
THIKl)   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  ORLANDO  B.  WILLCOX. 
First  Brigade. 

Col.  BENJAMIN  C.  CHRIST. 


8th  Michigan,  Capt.  John  S.  Freeman. 

27th  Michigan,*  Capt.  Richard  Vosper. 
109th  New  York,  Capt..  Edwin  Evans. 

51st  Pennsylvania,     Capt.     Joseph     K. 
Bolton. 

S7th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Samuel  Harriman. 

38th  Wisconsin  (live  companies),  Lieut. 
Charles  L.  Ballard. 

13th  Ohio    Cavalry   (dismounted    bat 
talion),  Capt.  Stephen  R.  Clark. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  WILLIAM  HUMPHREY. 


1st  Michigan        Sharpshooters,         Col. 

Charles  V.  De  Land. 
2d    Michigan,  Capt.   Ebenezer    C.   Tul- 

looh. 
20th  Michigan,    Lieut.    Col.    Byron    M. 

Cutcheon. 
JtJth  New  York,  Capt.  John    M.  Kessel- 

mark. 

60th  Ohio.t  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  P.  Avery. 
f>0th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.   Col.   Edward 

Overton,  jr. 
24th  New   York    Cavalry    (dismounted), 

Lieut.  Col.  Walter  C.  N«  wherry. 


Acting  Engineers. 

17th  Michigan,  Capt.  Joseph  A.  Sudborough. 
FOURTH   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  FKRRKRO. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JOSHUA  K.  SIGFRIKD. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  HENRY  G.  THOMAS. 


27th  U.  S.    Colored  Troops,  Lieut.   Col.  i  19th  II.   S.  Colored   Troops,   Lieut.  Col. 

Albert  M.  Blackmau.  Joseph  G.  Perkins. 

30th  U.   S.    Colored  Troops,  Lieut.   Col.  !  23d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  William 

Hiram  A.  Oakuian.  C.  J.  Hall. 

39th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Ozora  P.  28th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,   Col.  Charles 

Stearns.  S.  Russell. 

43d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.   Horace  i  29th  U.   S.    Colored  Troops  (six  compa- 


Bumstead. 


iiies),     Lieut.      Col.      Charles    J. 
Wright. 

31st  U.  S.   Colored  Troops  (six   compa 
nies),  Capt.  Adgate  L.  Loomis. 


*lst  and  2d  Companies  Michigan  Sharpshooters  attached. 
t  9th  and  10th  Companies  Ohio  Sharpshooters  attached. 
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AHTILLKKV    HKItiADE. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  ALBKUT  MONKOK. 

Maine  Light,  7th  Battery  (G),  Capt.  Adelbert  B.  Twitchell 
Massachusetts  Light,  llth  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  J.  Jones. 
New  York  Light,  lifth  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  W.  Rogers. 
New  York  Light,  27th  Battery,  Capt.  John  B.  Eaton. 
New  York  Light,  34th  Battery,  Capt.  Jacob  Roemer. 
Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  George  W.  Silvia. 

CAVALRY. 

SECOND    DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  DAVID  McM.  GKKGG. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  WILLIAM  STKDMAN. 

1st  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.    Samuel 
E.  Chamberlain. 

1st  New  Jersey,  Col.  John  W.  Kester. 
10th  New  York,  Maj.  M.  Henry  A  very. 

(ith  Ohio,  Lieut.   Col.   Norman  A.  Bar 
rett. 

1st  Pennsylvania,  Col.  John  P.  Taylor. 


Second  lirigadc. 
Col.  CHARLKS  H.  SMITH. 

1st  Maine,  Maj.  Sidney  \V.  Thaxter. 

2d   Pennsylvania,      Capt.      George      C. 
Eckert. 

4th  Pennsylvania,     Capt.     Joseph    An 
drews. 

8th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Alexander  Mc- 

Calluin. 

13th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Michael  Kerwin. 
16th  Pennsylvania,   Lieut.   Col.  John  K. 
Robisou. 


Artillery. 
2d  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Robert  Clarke. 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  Xorth   Carolina,   Maj.    Gen. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding,  for  the 


the  month  of  August,  1804. 


[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.  1 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Pieces  of  artil 
lery. 

Officers. 

d 

o 

3 

a 
a 

X 

2 

"3 

K 

General  headquarters  

26 

26 
184 

29 
214 

23 

154 

Naval  Brigade  *  (Graham)  

5 
46 
36 
456 
372 
06 
131 
274 

113 
1,  037 
884 
10,  772 
8,807 
1,541 
3.  638 
5,  282 

276 
1,257 
1.  138 
14,288 
11,416 
2,  019 
4.704 
7.505 

754 
1.476 
1.372 
24,  704 
30,  382 
3,672 
9,  359 
9,262 

22 

54 

2 
76 

38 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps  (Ord) 

6 

District  of  Eastern  Virginia  (Shepley)  
District  of  North  Carolina  (Palmer)  

149 

12 
61 

Grand  total  

1,435 
1,429 

32.  228 
32,119 

42,  813 

42.702 

81,224           177 
81,053           177 

243 
249 

Grand  total  according  to  department  return  .  . 

Not  art-mi n i  r<l  for  on  returns. 


riMp.  Liv.i  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  fil9 

Organization  of  troop*  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  ^orth  Caro 
lina,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  l'\  Butler^  U.  1$.  Army, 
August  31,  1864. 

GENERAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

SIGNAL   COUPS. 

Capt.  LEMUEL  B.  NORTON. 

NAVAL    BRIGADE. 

Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  K.  GRAHAM. 

ENGINEERS. 

1st  New  York,  Capt.  Samuel  C.  Eaton. 

SIEGK   ARTILLERY. 

Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT. 

1st  Connecticut  Heavy,  Col.  Henry  L.  Abbot. 

13th  New  York  Heavy,  Companies  A  and  H,  Capt.  William  Pendrell. 
3d    Pennsylvania  Heavy,  Company  M,  Capt.  Frederick  Korte. 

UNATTACHED    TROOPS. 

13th  Company  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Capt.  John  Pickering,  jr. 
1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  G.  Pattou. 

TENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  DAVID  1?.  BIRNEY. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  ALFRED  H.  TERRY. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JOSHUA  B.  HOWELL. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  JOSEPH  R.  HAWLEY. 


39th  Illinois,  Capt.  Lewis  T.  "\Vhipple.  6th  Connecticut,  Ma.j.  Daniel  Klein. 

G2d    Ohio,  Col.  Francis  B.  Pond.  7th  Connecticut,  Capt.  Seager  8.  Atwcll. 

G7th  Ohio,  Col.  Alviu  C.  Voris.  3d    New    Hampshire,    Maj.    James    F. 

85th  Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  Col.    Edward  Raudlett. 

Campbell.  7th  New    Hampshire,    Col.    Joseph    C. 

Abliott. 

l(5th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detach 
ment),  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Strong. 

Third  Brigade. 
Col.  HARRIS  M.  PLAISTED. 

10th  Connecticut,  Maj.  Edwin  S.  Greeley. 
llth  Maine,  Capt.  Simeon  H.  Merrill. 
24th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  George  \V.  Gardner. 
100th  New  York,  Col.  George  B.  Dandy. 
1st  Maryland  Cavalry  (dismounted),  Lieut.  Col.  Jacob  H.  Couuselman. 
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SECOND   DIVISION. 


Brig.  Gen.  ROBERT  S.  FOSTER. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  N.  MARTIN  CURTIS. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  WILLIAM  B.  BARTON. 


3d    New  York,  Capt.  Jay  M.  Wicks.  47th  New  York,  Capt.  George  B.  Kirby. 

112th  New    York,    Lieut.  'Col.   John    F.  j  48th  New  York,   Lieut.  Col.  William  B. 

Smith.  Coan. 

117th  New  York,  Col.  Ruins  Daggett.  76th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  Joseph  R.  Fin- 


142d   New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Albert    M. 


Barney. 


ley. 

97th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Galusha   Penny- 
packer. 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  FRANCIS  A.  OSBORN. 

13th  Indiana  (three  companies),  Capt.  Samuel  M.  Zent. 

9th  Maine,  Capt.  Robert  J.  Gray. 

4th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  D.  Drew. 
115th  New  York,  Capt.  William  H.  Shaw. 
169th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Alonzo  Alden. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  BIRNKY. 


Second  Brigade." 
Col.  JOHN  H.  HOLMAN. 

1st  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Henry  S. 

Perkins. 

22d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Joseph  B. 
Kiddoo. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  SHAW,  Jr. 

29th  Connecticut  Colored   Troops,    Maj. 

David  Torrance. 
7th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Capt.  Julius  A. 

Weiss. 
8th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Edelmiro 

Mayer. 
9th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,    Lieut.  Col. 

Samuel  C.  Armstrong. 


Unattached  troops. 
37th  New  Jersey,  Col.  E.  Burd  Grubb. 

ARTILLERY   BRIGADE. 

Lieut.  Col.  FREEMAN  MC-GILVERY. 

Connecticut  Light,  1st  Battery,  Capt.  James  B.  Clinton. 
New  Jersey  Light,  4th  Battery,  Lieut.  Charles  R.  Doane. 
New  Jersey  Light,  5th  Battery,  Capt.  Zenas  C.  Warren. 
3d  New  York  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  George  E.  Ashby. 
3d  New  York  Light,  Battery  H,  Capt.  William  J.  Riggs. 
New  York  Light,  16th  Battery,  Capt.  Richard  H.  Lee. 
New  York  Light,  33d  Battery,  Capt.  Alger  M.  AVheeler. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  William  Stitt. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Orwig. 
3d  Rhode  Island  Heavy,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Martin  S.  James. 
1st  United  States,  Battery  D,  Lieut.  Joseph  P.  Sanger. 
1st  United  States,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Loomis  L.  Langdon. 
3d    United  States,  Battery  E,  Lieut.  John  R,  Myrick. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Frederick  M.  Follett. 

"Also  reported  in  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
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UNATTACHED    TROOPS. 

4»th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Companies  E,  F,  G,  II,  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  Col.  Arnold  A. 
Hand. 

EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  EDWARD  O.  C.  ORD.* 

FIRST    DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  JOSEPH  13.  CARR. 


First  Brigade, 
Col.  AARON  F.  STEVKNS. 

2d   New  Hampshire,   Lieut.  Col.  Joab 

N.  Patterson. 
13th  New     Hampshire,    Maj.    Normand 

Smith. 
81st  New    York,   Lieut.    Col.    John    13. 

Ranis  ton. 
(»8thNew    York,    Lieut.      Col.    William 

Kreutzer. 
139th  New  York,  Maj.  Eiubre  Rogers. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  EDGAR  M.  CULLEN. 

8th  Connecticut,  Capt.  Charlet:  M.  Coit. 
5th  Maryland,  Maj.  David  J3.  White. 
10th  New  Hampshire,  Lieut.  Col.  John 

Coughlin. 

96th  New  York,  Capt.  George  W.  Hindes. 
118th  New   York,  Lieut.   Col.  George  F. 
Nichols. 


Third  Jiriyade. 
Col.  SAMUEL  1 1.  ROBERTS. 

21st  Connecticut,  Capt.  James  F.  Brown. 
40th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Winner  Park. 
92d    New  York,  Capt.  Harry  C.  Fay. 
58th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Charles  A.  Winn. 
188th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  Francis  H.  Reichard. 

SECOND    DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  ADELBERT  AMKS. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  JAMES  STEWART,  Jr. 

23d    Massachusetts,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W. 
Raymond. 

25th  Massachusetts,  Capt.  Albert  H.  Fos 
ter. 

27th  Massachusetts,   Capt.  Peter  S.   Bai 
ley. 

9th  New  Jersey,  Capt.  Augustus  Thomp 
son. 

55th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  John  C.  Shear- 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  GEORGE  M.  GUION. 

llth  Connecticut,     Capt.     Francis    T. 

Brown. 

8th  Maine,   Maj.    William    M.    Me  Ar 
thur. 
12th  New  Hampshire,  Capt.  Thomas  E. 

Barker. 
148th  New   York,   Lieut.    Col.   John    B. 

Murray. 
19th  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Edward  O.  Em- 


Third  Brigade. 
Col.  HARRISON  S.  FAIRCHILD. 

89th  New  York,  Capt.  James  Hazley. 
2d    Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  Maj.  James  L.  Anderson. 

*  Also  in  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  General  Butler, 
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THIRD   DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  J.  PAINE. 


First  Brigade.* 
Col.  JOHN  II.  HOLMAN. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  ALONZO  G.  DUAPER. 


1st  U.S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Henry  S.  !     5th  U.  S.   Colored  Troops,   Lieut.  Col. 


Perkins. 


Giles  W.  Shurtleff. 


22d    U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  Joseph  B.      36th  U.  S.   Colored  Troops,  Lieut.   Col. 

Kiddoo.  Benjamin  F.  Pratt. 

37th  U.  S.  Colored   Troops,   Lieut.    Col.      38th  U.  S.   Colored  Troops  (seven  com- 


Abial  G.  Chamberlain. 


panics),    Lieut.    Col.    Dexter    E. 


Clapp. 
Third  Brigade. 
Col.  SAMUEL  A.  DUNCAN. 

4th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Maj.  Augustus  S.  Boernstein. 
6th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Col.  John  \V.  Ames. 
10th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Lient.  Col.  Edward  H.  Powell. 

DEKP    ISOTTOM,  VA. 

2d  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  (dismounted),  Col.  George  W.  Cole. 

UNATTACHED. 

79th  New  York  (two  companies),  Capt.  Henry  G.  Ilcffron. 

AKTILLEHY    BRIGADK. 

Col.  ALEXANDER  PIPER. 

3d  New  York  Light,  Battery  K,  Capt.  James  R.  Angel. 

3d  New  York  Light,  Battery  M,  Capt.  John  H.  Howell. 

Now  York  Light,  7th  Battery,  Lieut.  Martin  V.  Mclntyro. 

New  York  Light,  17th  Battery,  Capt.  George  T.  Anthony. 

1st  Rhode  Island  Light,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Thomas  Simpson. 

1st  United  States,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Robert  M.  Hall. 

4th  United  States,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  Stephen  L.  Hubbard. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Israel  Ludlow. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  F,  Lieut.  Alexander  J.  McDonald. 

CAVALRY  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  ROBERT  M.  WEST. 

3d   New  York,  Col.  George  W.  Lewis. 
5th  Pennsylvania,    Lieut.    Col.    Christo 
pher  Kleinz. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  SAMUEL  P.  SPEAR. 

1st  District  of  Columbia,  Maj.  J.  Stan- 

nard  Baker, 
llth  Pennsylvania,    Maj.     Franklia    A. 


Stratton. 
Artillery. 
Wisconsin  Light,  4th  Battery,  Capt.  George  B.  Easterly. 


*Also  reported  in  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps. 
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DISTRICT  OF  EASTERN  VIRGINIA. 
Brig.  Gen.  GEORGE  F.  SHEPLEY. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Brig.  Gen.  ISRAEL  VOGDES. 

20th  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  Newton  B.  Lord. 

1st  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  (five  companies — dismounted),  Maj.  Harvey  W.  Brown. 
.  2d   Massachusetts   Heavy   Artillery,    3d    Battalion,    Lieut.  Col.   Augustus    B.  R. 

Sprague. 

New  York  Light  Artillery,  8th  Battery,  Capt.  Butler  Fitch. 
13th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  William  A.  Howard. 

2d    U.  S.  Colored  Artillery,  Battery  B,  Capt.  Francis  C.  Choate. 

NEWPORT  NEWS. 

Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  A.  WILD. 
1st  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry  (three  companies — dismounted). 

FORT   MONROE. 

Col.  JOSEPH  ROBERTS. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (battalion),  Col.  Joseph  Roherts. 

U.  S.  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  2d  Battalion  (live  companies),  Lieut.  William  Shields. 

FORT   MAGRUDER. 

Col.  JOSEPH  J.  MORRISON. 

4th  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Lieut.  Orson  A.  Baxter. 
20th  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  H,  Lieut.  John  D.  Lee. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  (detachment),   Capt.  Minott  A.  Pruyn. 
16th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment),  Col.  Joseph  J.  Morrison. 

EASTERN   SHORK. 

Capt.  ROBERT  E.  DUVALL. 

Purnell  Legion  (Maryland)  Cavalry,  Company  A,  Captain  Robert  E.  Duvall. 
llth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Lieut.  James  D.  Mahon. 

1st  Virginia,  Loyal,  Company  A,  Lieut.  Oliver  G.  Thomas. 

3d    Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (detachment). 

DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Brig.  Gen.  INNIS  N.  PALMER. 

SUB-DISTRICT  OF   THE  ALBEMARLE. 

Col.  DAVID  W.  WARDROP. 

16th  Connecticut  (two  companies),  Capt.  Joseph  H.  Barnum. 
85th  New  York  (one  company),  Lieut.  Col.  Will  WT.  Clarke. 
101st  Pennsylvania  (one  company),  Lieut.  David  M.  Ramsey. 
103d   Pennsylvania  (two  companies),  Capt.  Thomas  A.  Cochran. 

5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  D,  Capt.  James  Moran. 

5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  K,*  Capt.  Emelius  De  Meulen. 

SUB-DISTRICT   OF   BEAUFORT. 

Col.  THOMAS  J.  C.  AMORY. 

17th  Massachusetts  (three  companies),  Capt.  Henry  Splaine. 

1st  North  Carolina  (eight  companies),  Col.  Joseph  M.  McChesney. 
•  2d    North  Carolina  (five  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  Walter  S.  Poor. 
158th  New  York,  Col.  James  Jourdan. 
23d.    New  York  Cavalry  (two  companies),  Capt.  Emory  Cummiugs. 

2d    Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  B,  Capt.  Nehemiah  P.  Fuller. 

3d    New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C  (section),  Lieut.  Enoch  Jones. 

*  Detachment  24th  Battery  New  York  Light  Artillery  attached. 


624  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

SUB-DISTRICT   OF   NEW   BKRNK. 

Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  HARLAND. 

15th  Connecticut,  Col.  Charles  L.  Upham. 

1st  North  Carolina  (two  companies),  Capt.  Richard  J.  Allen. 
99th  New  York  (four  companies),  Capt.  John  C.  Lee. 
132d  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  George  H.  Hitchcock. 

9th  Vermont,  Col.  Edward  H.  Ripley. 
12th  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  James  W.  Savage. 

2d  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Jones  Frankle. 

1st  North  Carolina  Colored  Heavy  Artillery  (recruits),  Maj.  Thorndike  C.  Jameson. 

3d  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  M.  Stone. 
New  York  Light  Artillery,  23d  Battery,  Capt.  Alfred  Ransom. 

5th  Rhode  Island  Heavy  Artillery  (ten  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  George  \V.  Tew. 


WASHINGTON,  September  1,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  2d.) 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

The  Navy  Department  appears  very  anxious  that  the  army  should 
take  Wilmington.  At  the  instance  of  Captain  Fox,  General  Gillmore 
has  been  directed  to  accompany  Mr.  Fox  to  see  you  on  the  subject. 
Whether  any  operations  there  be  possible,  and,  if  possible,  whether 
expedient  to  be  undertaken  now,  is  left  wholly  to  your  judgment  by 
the  President  and  entire  satisfaction  will  be  felt  with  your  determina 
tion.  Fox  and  Gillmore  started  for  City  Point  to  day.  I  have  ordered 
Bowers'  appointment  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  according  to  your 
request. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WASHINGTON,  September  1,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox,  Navy  Department,  and  General  Gillmore 
go  down  to  see  you  about  a  project  on  Wilmington.  It  originates  in 
the  Navy,  not  in  the  War  Department.  I  think  we  have  more  irons 
now  than  we  can  keep  from  burning. 

H.  W.  HALLECK. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  nothing  of  consequence  to  report  this  morning,  unusual  quiet 
prevailing  yesterday  and  last  night.  The  enemy  are  apparently  erect 
ing  a  battery  on  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox  to  enfilade  the  posi 
tion  occupied  by  the  13-inch  mortar.  This  will  be  met  by  a  removal  of 
the  mortar  to  a  more  secure  position.  Orders  will  be  issued  this  morn 
ing  to  Brigadier-General  Gregg  instructing  him  to  concentrate  all  the 
available  cavalry  of  his  own  and  Kautz's  command,  after  leaving  the 
necessary  pickets  so  as  not  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention,  and  with 
this  command,  supported  by  Ayres'  division,  Fifth  Corps,  who  for  this 
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purpose  will  bo  ordered  to  report  to  him,  to  proceed  at  early  daylight 
to-morrow,  from  the,  left  of  Warren's  line,  to  the  several  roads  leading 
into  Petersburg  from  the  west  and  southwest  and  endeavor  to  capture 
or  destroy  some  of  the  enemy's  trains,  supposed  to  be  passing  between 
Stony  Creek  and  Petersburg.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  besides 
strong  escorts  to  these  trains  the  enemy  is  prepared  for  an  operation  of 
this  kind  by  the  disposition  of  his  cavalry  between  Stony  Creek  and 
Petersburg  and  by  holding  in  readiness  an  infantry  reserve  to  meet  the 
contingency. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  BOWERS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  City  Point: 

I  have  to  ask  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  favor  of  a 
seven-days'  leave  to  visit  my  family  in  Philadelphia  to  attend  to  private 
affairs,  the  leave  to  commence  on  Sunday  the  3d  instant.  This  applica 
tion  is  based  on  the  belief,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  that  the 
operations  of  this  army  during  that  time  will  admit  of  my  services  being 
dispensed  with. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  YA.,  September  1,  1864 — 11.05  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Your  dispatch  of  11  a.  m.  received.  From  all  information  for  the  last 
twenty-four  hours  Early's  force  is  now  on  its  way  to  Richmond.  If  this 
proves  true  we  may  expect  stirring  times  within  a  few  days  of  his  ar 
rival,  and  I  should  not  like  you  to  be  absent.  A  dispatch  is  just  in, 
however,  from  General  Sheridan,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  deciphered  I  may 
be  able  to  tell  better  what  may  be  expected,  and  will  inform  you.  If 
you  dp  go  I  would  prefer  your  starting  immediately  so  as  to  be  back  as 
early  as  possible. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-general. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  /,  1864. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Sheridan  is  satisfied  that  no  considerable  force,  if  any,  has  been  de- 
cached  from  his  front.  I  am  willing,  therefore,  that  you  should  go  for 
a  week,  but  if  it  is  convenient  for  you  would,  prefer  that  you  start  this 
evening.  Ingalls  starts  for  Washington  this  evening  in  a  special  boat, 
and  if  you  will  go  he  will  start  at  any  hour  that  suits  your  conven 
ience. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
40  R  R— VOL   XLIl,   TT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Your  telegram  just  received.  I  will  be  ready  to  leave  this  evening 
with  Ingalls,  and  will  endeavor  to  return  before  the  end  of  the  week. 
Whom  shall  I  leave  in  command  during  my  absence  ?  Major-General 
Parke  is  the  ranking  officer. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  1,  1861. 

(Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADE: 

General  Parke,  being  the  senior  officer,  will  be  left  in  command. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 3.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  Meade  has  left.  Shall  I  notify  General  Hancock  and  Gen 
eral  Warren  of  what  General  Ferrero  reports  and  tell  them  to  get  their 
reserves  under  arms  ?  -r- 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Please  notify  Generals  Hancock  and  Warren  ot  General  Ferrero's 
report  and  have  them  get  their  reserves  under  arms.  Ferrero  is  at  the 
Gurley  house.  Are  you  in  telegraphic  communication  with  General 
Gregg  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  f 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

We  have  no  telegraphic  communication  with  General  Gregg,  whose 
headquarters  are  on  the  plank  road  beyond  the  Williams  house.  Gen 
eral  Gregg  has  just  got  here.  He  left  his  headquarters  at  2  o'clock, 
when  everything  was  quiet.  I  have  sent  a  staff  officer  to  inquire 
about  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Comdy.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Headquarters  Ninth  Corps: 
The  following  just  received  from  the  staff  officer  I  sent  out.     I  have 
notified  Ilaucock  and  Warren: 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  COUPS, 

September  1,  1S6-1 — 5.10  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  picket-lino  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  on  right  of  Sixteenth  Penn 
sylvania  Cavalry,  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Colonel  Smith,  on  right  of  plank 
road,  was  attacked.  Colonel  Smith,  temporarily  commanding  Cavalry  Division, 
strengthened  his  lines  and  sent  out  reconnoitering  force.  It  has  returned,  and  Col 
onel  Smith  reports  they  found  no  enemy,  and  thinks  the  attack  was  only  a  raid  on 
the  picket-line.  All  quiet  now. 

C.  D.  EMORY, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  J,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  by  General  Gregg: 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  1,  1S64.     (Received  4.40  p.m.) 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Pickets  of  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  attacked  by  enemy.  Colonel  Smith  has 
sent  out  First  Maine.  All  quiet  on  other  parts  line.  The  Fourth  is  near  Gurley's 
house. 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


U.  S.  SHIP  ONONDA.GA, 
James  River,  September  1,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  respectfully  to  inform  you  that  since  the  morning 
of  the  29th  ultimo  the  boats  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Sassacus  have  been 
employed  dragging  the  river  with  grapnels  below  City  Point  to  Har 
rison's  Landing  for  the  torpedoes  supposed  to  have  been  placed  in  that 
vicinity,  but  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  any.  It  is  thought  that 
their  locality  is  not  correctly  denned,  or  that  the  parties  reporting  them 
have  been  misinformed.  I  have  ordered  a  steamer  to  patrol  the  river 
nightly  from  City  Point  to  Harrison's  Landing  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  indulging  in  any  such  diabolical  tricks  hereafter. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Divisional  Officer,  Commanding  in  James  River. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  1,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  rebel  deserter  from  Eighth  Alabama  Regiment,  San 
ders'  brigade,  Mahone's  division,  who  left  his  picket  line  last  night  and 
arrived  here  this  morning,  reports  no  changes  in  the  enemy's  position. 
Mahone's  division  is  posted  in  the  trenches  from  their  right  to  left  in 
the  following  order:  Wright,  Mahone,  Sanders,  Harris,  Fiuegan.  The 
brigades  of  this  division  are  very  much  reduced  in  numbers.  This  man 
states  that  it  is  well  understood  that  there  are  but  500  men  in  Sanders' 
brigade,  and  that  it  is  as  large  as  the  brigades  of  the  division  will 
average.  They  have  lost  severely  in  the  recent  battles.  The  inform 
ant  also  states  that  Anderson's  and  Law's  brigades,  of  Field's  division, 
are  lying  in  a  ravine  between  the  lead-works  and  plank  road.  Gen 
eral  P>utler  reported  these  two  brigades  gone  from  his  front  several 
days  ago. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  1.  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  men  from  Eighth  Alabama  report  that*  the  wagon 
train  spoken  of  went  from  Stony  Creek  to  Dinwiddie  Court-House, 
thence  to  Petersburg  on  old  stage  (or  plank)  road.  They  do  not  know 
the  strength  of  guard  with  train,  or  whether  they  run  regular  or  not. 
They  think  that  most  of  their  supplies  are  brought  by  South  Side  and 
Danville  railroads. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GEKERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  1,  1864. 
Major-General  .HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Of  the  three  men  sent  toward  Stony  Creek  Station  one 
was  captured  and  the  two  others  have  just  returned.  They  report 
that  they  went  about  three  miles  below  Reams'  Station,  but  could  not 
get  through  Jones'  Hole  Swamp,  and  consequently  could  not  get  to 
the  railroad  below  Reams'.  They  state  that  that  part  of  the  country 
is  thoroughly  guarded;  that  all  roads  are  picketed,  and  there  are 
guards  at  every  crossing  along  the  streams.  They  saw  negroes  who 
had  lately  been  at  Stony  Creek  Station  who  told  them  that  there  was 
no  work  being  done  on  the  railroad  in  that  vicinity,  and  that  they  were 
not  building  a  branch  railroad.  They  also  stated  that  the  cars  do  not 
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run  as  far  up  as  Stony  (Jrcek.  The  negroes  told  them  that  the  enemy 
were  expecting  us  to  make  a  raid  through  that  country,  and  that  they 
were  exceedingly  vigilant  on  that  account. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  itc. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

City  Point,  Va.,  /September  1,  1S64. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  from  R.  G.  Lee,  commanding  IT.  S. 
steamer  Commodore  Morris,  seven  refugees  brought  through  from 
Richmond  by  our  agent.  They  left  Richmond  last  evening  at  8  o'clock. 
Papers  brought  by  them  were  given  to  the  officers  on  the  steamer. 
One  of  them,  a  bright  and  intelligent  young  man  who  was  born  in  the 
North,  says  that  on  Sunday  last  he  met  an  acquaintance  of  his  who  has 
long  been  a  sutler  in  the  army;  that  he  knew  of  his  having  gone  some 
little  time  ago  to  General  Early's  forces  in  the  Valley  with  a  supply  of 
tobacco.  He  says  that  when  they  met  on  Sunday  the  sutler  told  him 
that  all  of  General  Early's  troops  were  on  their  way  back.  He  did  not 
know  what  point  they  had  reached  on  their  return,  but  the  fact>of  the 
whole  force  returning  was  spoken  of  as  a  certainty.  It  was  understood 
that  they  were  coming  back  to  General  Lee's  army.  This'refugee  says 
that  on  Sunday  night  some  troops  passed  through  Richmond  going  to 
the  Petersburg  railroad,  but  whence  they  came,  and  whether  or  not 
they  were  the  advance  of  Early,  he  is  unable  to  say.  Yesterday  morn 
ing  a  battalion  of  artillery  numbering  some  sixteen  guns  passed  through 
the  city  on  its  way,  as  was  understood,  to  Chaffin's  farm.  No  troops 
were  with  it  except  such  as  belonged  to  the  artillery,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  movement  were  not  understood.  General  Kemper  has  been 
put  in  command  of  the  reserve  militia  of  Virginia,  of  which  two  regi 
ments,  the  First  and  Nineteenth,  are  in  the  city  doing  duty  at  the 
various  departments,  offices,  the  Libby  Prison,  Castle  Thunder,  &c. 
The  First  Regiment  is  composed  of  Virginians,  old  men  and  boys,  over 
and  under  the  age  subjecting  them  to  conscription.  The  Nineteenth 
Regiment  is  composed  of  foreigners  who  have  rendered  themselves 
liable  to  do  military  duty  by  voting  within  the  Confederacy,  but  are  at 
the  same  time  permitted  to  remain  in  Richmond  as  shoemakers,  black 
smiths,  &c.  These,  with  the  Tredegar  Battalion,  the  Navy  Battalion, 
the  Arsenal  Battalion,  the  Armory  Battalion,  and  Hensley's  Battalion 
of  clerks  in  the  War  Department,  contain  every  man  able  to  walk  or 
render  any  service  whatever,  and  are  thought  to  average  about  300 
men  each.  Flour  is  said  to  be  still  advancing,  the  most  ordinary 
quality  being  now  difficult  to  get  at  £325  a  barrel,  and  the  stalls  for 
the  sale  of  meat  in  the  market  have  been  reduced  to  two  or  three  in 
number.  Pork'  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  market,  and  the  fresh  meat 
which  has  supplied  the  city  for  a  short  time  past  has  been  mainly 
bought  by  the  Government  and  sold  at  fixed  prices  to  the  poorer  classes. 
It  was  said  to  have  been  sent  on  by  General  Early,  and  was  of  very 
poor  quality.  No  military  movements,  not  hereinbefore  stated,  are 
known  to  have  taken  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  tt'c. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  186-1 . 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Enemy  is  lying  here  from  their  right  to  left  in  the  following  order: 
Wileox,  Mahoue,  Heth,  Johnson.  Hoke.  Mahone's  division  lies  from 
tlieir  right  to  left  in  the  following  order:  Wright  (resting  on  railroad), 
Mahone,  Sanders,  Harris,  Finegan.  Law's  and  Anderson's  brigades, 
of  Field's  division,  are  lying  in  ravine  between  plank  road  and  lead- 
works. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL, 

September  1,  1864. 
Captain  McENTEE: 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Deserters  yesterday  from  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Bat 
talion  report  that  all  of  Field's  division  has  gone  to  Petersburg,  except 
one  brigade.  Deserter  from  Second  Maryland  reports  that  there  are 
but  seventy  men  for  duty  in  the  battalion;  that  they  lost  eighty-eight 
men  in  the  assault  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  I  sent  to  you  a  telegram 
epitomizing  the  information  received  here  on  the  129th  instant  through 
a  telegram  from  Captain  Leet  regard  ing  Early.  My  telegram  was  either 
late  on  the  2!)th  or  early  on  the  30th,  and  was  nearly  in  these  words  (I 
write  from  memory) :  That  reports  from  our  scouts  from  Mine  linn 
showed  movements  indicating  the  return  of  Early's  troops;  that  Gen- 
oral  Edward  Johnson  had  gone  to  Atlanta;  that  it  was  reported  Beaure- 
gard  had  gone  to  Atlanta  with  a  part  of  the  troops  from  the  Valley.  I 
should  like  very  much  to  know  if  such  a  telegram  was  not  received. 
Yours, 

G.  II.  8IIAKPE. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

September  1,  1864.     (Received  4.^5  p.  m.) 
Colonel  SHARPE  : 

Deserter  from  Twenty-sixtli  Mississippi,  Davis'  brigade,  Heth's 
division;  intelligent  deserter  from  Nineteenth  Georgia,  Colquitt's 
brigade,  by  birth  a  Pennsylvania!!,  says  Johnson  and  Hoke  join  on  the 
left  of  Heth  and  carry  line  to  the  river.  Says  nothing  is  rumored  of 
Early's  return  from  the  Valley;  on  the  contrary,  he  says  there  is  talk  of 
sending  him  more  men  from  Longstreet's  old  corps.  No  deserter  or 
refugee  that  I  have  examined  believes  that  Early  will  abandon  the  Val 
ley.  This  young  man  says  that  it  is  not  believed  that  we  have  much  of  a 
force  before  Petersburg;  that  his  colonel  remarked  yesterday  that  he 
would  take  his  regiment  alone  and  carry  our  first  line,  if  supported. 
He  also  says  they  are  in  daily  expectation  of  our  withdrawal,  and  the 
men  all  dread  remaining  here  this  winter;  that  great  dissatisfaction 
prevails,  and  all  agree  that  this  is  the  last  year  of  the  war.  He  says 
his  lieutenant  knew  of  his  intention  to  desert,  and  will  come  over  him 
self  the  first  opportunity. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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SEPTEMBER  1,  1804 — (5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  15.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

Considerable  dust  this  a.  in.  to  south  and  west  of  city,  but  no  move 
ment  of  troops  can  be  seen.     The  usual  quiet  all  along  the  lines. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  UDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  85.  (  City  Point,  Va.,  September  1,  1864. 

******* 

2.  On  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  leave  of  absence  for  twenty- 
five  days  is  hereby  granted  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus  Ingalls,  chief  quarter 
master,  Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  to  take  effect  on  the  5th 
of  September  next. 

3.  Col.  P.  P.  Pitkin,  chief  quartermaster  of  the  City  Point  depot,  is 
announced    as  acting  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Armies   operating 
against  Richmond  during  the  absence  of  General  Jngalls. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  230.  j  September  1,  1864. 

******* 

2.  The  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
be  each  reorganized  into  three  divisions.  In  the  Fifth  Corps  one  of  the 
divisions  will  be  composed  exclusively  of  the  troops  composing  the  old 
First  Army  Corps,  except  that  the  corps  commander  is  authorized,  if 
he  thinks  it  best,  to  assign  the  Maryland  troops  in  his  command  which 
belonged  to  the  First  Corps  to  the  other  divisions  to  be  formed.  In 
the  Ninth  Corps  the  First  Division  will  be  broken  up  and  the  regiments 
composing  it  transferred  to  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions.  Before 
carrying  into  effect  the  arrangement  above  directed  the  commanders  of 
the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps  will  submit  to  the  major-general  command 
ing  their  projects  for  the  reorganization  of  their  corps,  giving  the  dis 
position  proposed  to  be  made  of  the  general  and  staff  officers  whose 
positions  may  be  changed  and  the  names  of  such  officers,  if  any,  as  may 
be  rendered  supernumerary. 

******* 

10.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  the  major-general  commanding 
the  command  of  the  troops  operating  against  Petersburg  south  of  the 
Appomattox  devolves  upon  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Parke,  the  senior  officer 
present. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major  General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


632  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  237.  }  September  1,  1864. 

Paragraph  2  of  Special  Orders,  No.  236,  of  this  date,  from  these  head 
quarters,  is  so  far  modified  as  to  require  that  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  be 
reorganized  into  two  instead  of  three  divisions,  as  directed  in  that 
order. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  288.  f  Washington,  September  1,  1864. 

******* 

3.  Capt.  n.  E.  Clum,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  will  proceed  without 
delay  to  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  and 
relieve  Capt.  L.  B.  Norton,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  in  his  duties  as 
chief  signal  officer  of  that  department. 

4.  Capt  L.  B.  Norton,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  on  being  relieved 
from  duty  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  will  pro 
ceed  without  delay  to  headquarters  Department  of  the  Susquehanna 
and  assume  charge  of  the  signal  detachment  of  that  department. 

5.  First  Lieut.  Paul  Brodie,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  will  report  in 
person  without  delay  for  duty  to  the  chief  signal  officer  Department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

6.  The  following  officers  of  the  Signal  Corps,  TJ.  S.  Army,  are  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  headquarters  Middle  Military  Divis 
ion  and  report  in  person  to  Major-Geueral  Sheridan,  commanding,  for 
assignment  to  duty:  First  Lieut.  Wilson  Bruyn,  First  Lieut.  Charles 
F.  Cross,  Second  Lieut.  O.  B.  Ireland. 

7.  Second  Lieut.  Francis  K.  McCloskey,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  will,  at 
the  expiration  of  his  leave  of  absence,  report  in  person  for  duty  to  the 
chief  signal  officer  Department  of  the  Susquehanua. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864—9  a.  m. 

General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  my  lines  since  last  report.  The  large 
redoubt  on  the  plank  road  has  been  partially  drained  and  the  work  on 
the  fort  near  the  Strong  house  continued.  Fatigue  details  have  also 
been  at  work  on  the  new  fort  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  and  the  one 
at  the  head  of  the  railroad  cut. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 3.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

General  Ferrero  reports  heavy  skirmishing  with  the  cavalry  in  his 
rear.  The  major-general  commanding;  thinks  yon  had  better  get  your 
reserves  under  arms. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
September  1,  18G4.    (Received  4.15  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  ordered  my  available  troops  under  arms.  If  there  is  any 
trouble  in  the  direction  indicated  by  your  dispatch,  I  should  be  author 
ized  to  move  General  Miles  from  his  position  at  the  Avery  house. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General.    • 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  J,  1S64 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Information  received  from  the  cavalry  picket-line  shows  that  there  is 
no  longer  any  necessity  of  the  reserves  being  under  arms. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  during  the  operations 
to-morrow  the  troops  be  on  the  alert  and  the  available  force  held  ready 
to  move.  No  details  for  working  parties  will  be  furnished  to-morrow. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren  and  Willcox.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864.     (Sent  8  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  General  Gregg  will  concentrate 
a  strong  cavalry  column  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight  make  a  dash 
upon  the  enemy's  line  of  communication  between  Petersburg  and  Stony 
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Creek  Depot,  moving  from  our  lines  near  the  Perkins  house.  General 
Warren  will  place  a  division  of  infantry  under  Gregg's  orders  for  sup 
port.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  especial  vigilance  be 
enjoined  upon  the  troops  in  the  front. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Generals  Birney  and  Willcox.) 


ARTILLERY  HEADQUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps : 

Edgell's  battery,  of  your  corps,  relieved  the  siege  guns  in  Fort  Hell. 
Both  the  batteries  in  that  fort  are  rifles;  one,  at  least,  should  be  of  Napo 
leons.  I  have  none  of  that  kind  at  my  disposal.  Either  an  additional 
battery  of  Napoleons  should  be  put  there  or  exchanged  for  Edgell's. 
It  would  be  more  efficient  for  use  against  the  rifle-pits  of  the  enemy's 
skirmishers.  I  am  on  a  court-martial,  and  can't  go  up  this  morning. 

HENKY   J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 

In  consequence  of  a  proposed  movement  of  the  cavalry  under  Gen 
eral  Gregg,  it  is  directed  that  no  details  for  fatigue  be  furnished  to 
morrow.    The  troops  will  be  kept  in  readiness  to  move  at  short  notice, 
and  those  on  the  line  particularly  will  be  on  the  alert. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  27,  1864* 

The  following  directions  are  given  for  the  better  police  of  the  line 
of  intrenchments  held  by  this  corps: 

I.  The  troops  along  the  line  connecting  with  the  inclosed  works  will 
not  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  ground  near  the  parapet.     In  all  cases 
a  sufficient  interval  must  be  allowed  for  the  passage  of  troops  in  col 
umns  of  four,  and  for  the  prompt  formation  in  line  to  resist  an  attack. 

II.  In  the  inclosed  works  commanders  will  exact  constant  attention 
to  sanitary  and  police  measures.    No  rubbish  whatever  will  be  allowed 
to  be  put  in  the  ditches,  and  the  parade  ground  and  banquettes  must 
be  kept  cleared,  so  as  to  permit  the  promptest  movements  of  the  gar 
rison  in  case  of  an  attack. 

III.  Sinks  for  the  use  of  the  men  will  be  constructed  along  the  entire 
line  and  the  men  forced  to  make  use  of  them.     Where  the  rifle-pits 
have  been  left  in  a  filthy  condition  by  the  troops  formerly  on  the  line 
they  will  be  properly  policed. 

*  Erroneously  arranged  out  of  chronological  order. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  G35 

IV.  Drains  will  be  constructed  to  keep  the  pits  and  vicinity  of  the 
forts  dry.     When  the  rifle-pits  cannot  be  drained  otherwise,  small  pits 
for  the  reception  of  the  surface  water  should  be  sunk,  to  be  emptied 
and  cleaned  out  whenever  necessary. 

V.  The  assistant  inspector-general  will  detail  an  officer  of  his  depart 
ment  to  inspect  the  line  daily  to  report  upon  the  observance  of  this 
order  and  the  orders  heretofore  published  respecting  the  police  and 
sanitary  measures  of  camp.    The  report  of  this  officer  will  be  sent  to 
these  headquarters  daily  at  8  a.  m. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  SECOND  CORPS, 

No.  141.  J  September  1,  1864. 

Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieut.  J.  W.  Eoder  commanding, 
is  relieved  from  duty  with  the  First  Division  of  the  corps.  Lieutenant 
Roder  will  report  without  delay  with  his  battery  at  these  headquarters. 
The  Third  New  Jersey  Battery,  C  and  I,  Fifth  United  States,  and  the 
Twelfth  New  York  Battery  will  unhitch  and  unharness. 
By  command  of  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Anting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
[General  MOTT:] 

The  line  for  the  rifle-pit  to  connect  the  redoubt  on  the  plank  road 
with  the  one  at  the  Strong  house  is  laid  out.  The  general  desires  as 
much  work  done  on  it  as  practicable  to-day  by  your  pioneers.  Colonel 
Morgan  has  seen  General  Pierce  on  the  subject,  and  his  pioneers  and  a 
few  from  Colonel  McAllister's  brigade  are  already  at  work,  putting  up 
the  revetment  and  clearing  away  the  underbrush,  so  that  a  large 
detail  from  First  and  Second  Divisions  can  work  to-night.  No  further 
directions  are  necessary  to  them.  The  general  will  require  the  garri 
son  at  the  large  redoubt  to  work  on  that  part  of  the  rifle-pit  adjacent 
to  the  fort  to-night — half  of  the  garrison  to  work  till  12  m.,  the  remain 
ing  half  till  daylight;  the  first  relief  to  commence  work  at  dark.  He 
wishes  you  to  provide  them  with  tools  in  the  proportion  of  one  pick  to 
two  shovels;  also  to  send  a  staff  officer  to  report  to  me  at  4  p.  in.,  to 
whom  the  work  to  be  done  will  be  indicated.  Those  of  your  men  from 
the  brigades  of  General  Pierce  and  Colonel  McAllister  at  work  to-day 
will  not  be  required  to  work  to-night.  The  night  work  will  be  done  by 
the  details  from  First  and  Second  Divisions  and  from  the  garrison  at 
the  redoubt. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

GENERAL,:  Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  that  it  is 
reported  that  heavy  skirmishing-  is  going-  on  with  the  enemy's  cavalry 
in  rear  of  General  Ferrero;  he  therefore  directs  that  you  hold  your 
command  in  readiness  for  any  contingency.  The  working  party  now 
in  the  fort  near  the  Strong  house  will  form  the  garrison  of  the  fort  in 
case  of  any  difficulty  in  that  vicinity,  and  will  hold  the  fort  under 
charge  of  such  officer  as  you  may  select,  meanwhile  they  will  continue 
to  work,  as  all  they  do  adds  to  the  defensive  power  of  the  position. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  10  a.  in.  yesterday  the  enemy 
advanced  a  party  about  150  strong  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Davis  house, 
drove  in  the  outlying  picket,  near  the  signal  station,  capturing  8  men, 
wounding  3,  and  killing  1,  and  causing  the  pickets  to  fall  back  a  short 
distance.  The  enemy  then  retired.  We  hold  the  Davis  house,  but  our 
signal  station  is  much  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  There 
are  2,400  men  at  work  daily  on  the  defenses  at  this  point,  and  1,200 
daily  on  picket,  which,  together  with  the  details  for  camp  guards  and 
other  necessary  duties,  makes  the  entire  command  on  duty  every  other 
day. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

September  1, 1864—12.25  'p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  decides  that  the  regiments  of  the  old  First 
Division,  the  Maryland  Brigade  excepted,  must  be  organized  into  one 
division.  He  authorizes  you,  however,  if  you  wish  to  do  so,  to  submit 
a  project  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Fifth  Corps  into  one  division. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

If  it  is  imperative  to  have  the  First  Corps  made  into  one  division  I 
think  it  will  be  best  to  make  one  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  too,  which 
will  make  one  of  nearly  the  same  size.  I  think  the  best  way  to  do  this 
is  to  select  the  officers  who  are  to  command  the  division  and  let  them 
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organize  the  brigades,  subject  to  approval.  If  the  choice  of  commanders 
can  be  left  to  me  I  will  make  it;  if  not,  I  wish  the  major-general  com 
manding  to  make  the  selection  himself. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
According  to  the  returns  of  the  regiments  of  the  old  First  Corps, 
exclusive  of  the  regiments  of  the  Maryland  Brigade,  the  aggregate 
present  is  5,785.  The  field  return  for  August  21  is  11,042  aggregate. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  one  division  of  the  old  First  Corps  will  comprise 
nearly  one-half  of  my  command. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1861 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

Paragraph  2  of  Special  Orders  No.  236,  of  this  date,  from  these  head 
quarters,  is  so  far  modified  as  to  authorize  you  to  reorganize  the  Fifth 
Corps  into  two  divisions  instead  of  three,  one  division  to  be  composed 
of  the  old  First  Corps  and  the  other  of  the  Fifth  Corps;  and  you  can 
carry  this  arrangement  into  effect  without  further  reference  of  the  sub 
ject  to  these  headquarters.  You  will,  however,  report  the  names  of 
such  staff  officers,  if  any,  as  may  be  rendered  supernumerary  by  the 
change. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS  : 

GENERAL:  I  wish  in  the  consolidation  of  this  corps  to  two  divisions 
to  have  General  Griffin  command  one  and  General  Ayres  the  other. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1861 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

General  Meade  has  left  the  army  to  be  absent  a  few  days.  He 
expected,  however,  that,  as  the  senior  officers,  Generals  Griffin  and 
Crawford  would  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  your  two  divisions. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1.  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  shall  not  do  anything  toward  the  reorganization  of  this  corps  until 
the  return  of  Major- General  Meade. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Two  deserters  from  the  Seventh  Georgia  Cavalry  (Hampton's)  have 
just  been  brought  in.  They  came  in  by  the  Vaughan  road.  They  state 
there  is  but  a  small  force  of  cavalry  there  watching  our  lines.  No 
infantry.  They  say  Hill's  corps  is  in  the  trenches  at  Petersburg. 
They  will  be  forwarded  at  once. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  186-L 
Major-Goneral  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  instructions*  to  Brigadier- General  Gregg. 
The  commanding  general  directs  that  General  Ayres'  division  be  pre 
pared  to  support  General  Gregg  at  daylight  to-morrow,  and  that  the 
commander  of  the  division  report  to-day  to  General  Gregg  for  instruc 
tions.  As  it  would  interfere  with  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Court 
of*  Inquiry,  General  Ayres  need  not  accompany  the  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1861—8.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff:- 

I  have  learned  what  General  Gregg  has  directed  my  infantry  to  do 
in  his  support  in  the  morning.  It  would  be  much  simpler  for  us  here 
to  send  General  Crawford's  division.  It  is  all  in  reserve,  while  General 
Ayres'  is  all  in  the  lines,  except  about  500  out  on  picket.  General 
Crawford  has  as  many  as  General  Ayres.  I  think  General  Ayres  ought 
to  go  if  his  division  goes,  and  he  ranks  General  Gregg,  as  does  General 
Crawford. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

*  Sco  Humphreys  to  Gregg,  p.  614. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  consents  to  the  substitution  of  Gen 
eral  Crawford's  division  for  that  of  General  Ayres.  The  commander 
of  the  infantry  will  not  have  charge  of  the  operation,  which  is  neces 
sarily  intrusted  to  General  Gregg,  but  will  support  the  cavalry.  The 
commanding  general  requests  that  you  Avill  see  that  the  directions  for 
the  movement  of  the  infantry  are  conveyed  to  the  new  commander. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  send  the  following,  just  received: 

HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  1,  1S64 — 7.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Uener&l : 

From  4.45  p.  ni.  to  H.15  p.  in.  a  cloud  of  dnst  \vas  rising  at  a  point  north-north 
west  from  station,  and  about  half  a  mile  back  of  W.  P.  Davis'  house.  It  moved 
toward  the  enemy's  front  on  Halifax  road.  Cannot  tell  whether  it  was  troops  or 
trains. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 11.45  p.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  requests  that  you  will  hold  all  your  avail 
able  troops  ready  at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  morning  for  any  contin 
gency  that  may  arise.  This  will  not  interfere  with  the  orders  already 
given  in  regard  to  Crawford's  division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  17  1864 — 3.10  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

I  hear  firing  somewhere  between  you  and  my  corps.     Do  you  know 
anything  about  it! 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.   S. — Will   General    Parke    please  have  an   orderly   take   above 
message  ? 

G.  K.  W. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 3.20  p.  m. 
General  WARREN: 

Your  dispatch  of  3.10  p.  m.  to  General  Gregg  just  received.  I  do 
not  know  where.  General  Gregg's  headquarters  are.  General  Ferrero 
reported  firing  to  the  south  of  the  Gurley  house,  and  has  his  division 
under  arms. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

j\fajor-  Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
General  GREGG: 

Can  you  tell  me  how  much  force  appeared  south  of  the  Gurley  house 
just  before  dark  and  whether  the  line  was  re-e[nforced];  and  will  you 
not  give  your  officer  in  command  of  the  picket  near  me  instructions  to 
send  me  word  direct  if  anything  occurs  to-day?  When  the  enemy's 
cavalry  [attacked]  I  got  no  notification  from  your  line. 
Eespectfully, 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September 
Major-General  WARREN: 

General  Gregg  has  gone  to  army  headquarters.  Pickets  of  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  attacked.  Colonel  Smith,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  has  sent  out  to  ascertain  what  force  attacked  and  to 
drive  back.  All  quiet  on  other  parts  line.  Colonel  Stone  is  here. 

H.  C.  WEIE, 
A  ssistu  nt  A  ajuta  n  t-  Genera  I. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 12  p.  m. 

Division  commanders  will  hold  all  their  available  troops  ready  at  an 
early  hour  to-morrow  morning  for  any  contingency  that  may  arise. 
They  will  have  their  men  under  arms  and  ready  for  service  wherever 
required  by  early  dawn. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

A.  S.  MAEVIN,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

General  GRIFFIN  : 

General  Gregg  reports  that  a  portion  of  his  cavalry  was  driven  in 
just  before  dark  in  front  of  the  Gurley  house. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

[A.  S.  MAEVIN,  JR.] 

[  Memorand  nm .  ] 

This  will  not  interfere  with  the  orders  already  given  in  regard  to  Gen 
eral  Crawford's  division. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^       HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS" 

No.  215.  J  September  1,  180-1. 

I.  The  Independent  Wisconsin  Battalion,  on  duty  at  these  head 
quarters,  is  relieved,  and  will  proeeed  to  join  General  Bragg's  brigade, 
in  the  Third  Division. 

*  *  #  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  Second  Division : 

GENERAL:  lam  instructed  to  inform  you  that  General  Crawford's 
division  has  been  substituted  for  yours  in  the  operations  of  to-morrow. 
By  command  of  Major- General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — U.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  You  will  have  your  division  under  arms  to-morrow  morn 
ing,  and  move  the  head  of  your  column  down  the  main  road  toward 
Reams'  Station,  so  that  it  will  be  at  the  point  where  our  line  crosses  the 
railroad  at  3  a.  m.  Your  division  is  to  support  a  movement  of  General 
Gregg's  cavalry,  and  the  accompanying  instructions*  from  Major-Gen 
eral  Humphreys  will  show  you  to  what  extent. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  1,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Providence,  R.  I. : 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  under  exist 
ing  circumstances  he  does  not  deem  it  best  to  return  you  to  the  com 
mand  of  your  corps  at  present,  but  that  he  will  not  relieve  you  from  it 
unless  to  assign  you  to  some  other  command.  He  therefore  desires  you 
to  remain  at  Providence  or  such  other  place  as  you  may  select  until 
further  orders  from  him. 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Warren,  9  p.  m.,  p.  639, 
41   R   R — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 'J.oO  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  my  line  during1  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.  Small  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  from  each 
division  and  report  the  enemy  from  three-quarters  to  one  mile  from  our 
picket- line.  The  redoubt  at  the  Chimneys  is  not  yet  completed.  The 
infantry  parapet  on  right  of  this  work  will  be  changed,  and  I  purpose, 
making  a  strong  parapet  on  the  line  to  be  staked  out  by  the  engineers. 

JNO.  (Jr.  PAEKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864—2.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Major-General  Meade  will  leave  these  headquarters  at  3  p.  m.,  to  be 
absent  from  the  army  a  week.  In  his  absence  the  command  of  the 
army  will  devolve  on  you  as  senior  officer,  and  he  suggests  that  you 
make  your  headquarters  at  this  place  during  his  absence. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  you  can 
carry  into  efl'ect  the  order  of  to-day  requiring  the  reorganization  of 
your  corps  into  three  divisions  without  further  reference  of  the  subject 
to  these  headquarters.  The  commanding  general  desires,  however, 
that  General  White  be  designated  as  the  commander  of  the  colored 
division. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Ferrero  has  just  reported  that  the  cavalry  in  his  rear  are 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  pretty  heavily. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  160.  I  September  1,  1864. 

I.  In  pursuance  of  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders,  No.  236,  headquar 
ters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  dated  September  1,  1864,  the  First  Division 
of  this  corps  is  hereby  discontinued  and  the  regiments  comprising  it 
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are  transferred  to  the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  as  follows:  To  the 
Second  Division — Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  battalion 
Third  Maryland  Volunteers,  battalion  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  Vol 
unteers,  Fifty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  to  the  Third  Division — 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  Fifty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  One  hundredth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Fourteenth  New  York  Artillery  (heavy). 

II.  The  regiments  transferred  to  the  Second  Division  will  be  assigned 
to  brigades  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  division. 

III.  The  regiments  transferred  to  the  Third  Division  will  constitute 
the  Third  Brigade  of  that  division. 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Hartranft  will  assume  command  of  his  origi 
nal  brigade  and  temporarily  the  command  of  the  Third  Division.     Maj. 
W.  II.  D.  Cochrane,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Capt.  C.  J.  Mills,  as 
sistant  adjutant-general,  will  report  for  duty  at  these  headquarters. 

V.  Staff  officers  rendered  supernumerary  by  the  operation  of  this 
order  will  report  to  the  chiefs  of  their  respective  departments  at  these 
headquarters  for  orders. 

VI.  Acting  staff  officers  and  enlisted  men  on  duty  at  the  different 
headquarters  of  the  division  and  brigades  thus  broken  up  will  report 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  their  respective  regiments. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Willcox: 

JOHN  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
The  following  just  received  from  General  Ferrero: 

I  have  to  report  that  Captain  Andrews,  in  command  of  cavalry  pickets  in  onr 
front  (Gurley  house),  states  that  the  enemy  attacked  his  line  again  at  sundown  and 
drove  him  back  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  where  he  now  is,  and  that  it  was  infantry  that 
made  the  attack.  1  have  established  a  strong  picket  of  infantry  in  rear  of  the  cav- 
<alf  y  and  ordered  my  division  in  line  of  battle  before  sunrise  in  the  morning. 

The  enemy  also  advanced  his  vedettes  to  this  edge  of  the  corn-field 
in  front  of  the  Third  Division  this  evening. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 11.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  be  prepared  at  daylight  to 
withdraw  one  division  from  your  front  to  support  General  Ferrero  if  he 
should  require  it,  and  also  have  the  reserve  artillery  ready  to  send 
him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  FEERERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Parke  having  assumed,  in  the  absence  of 
Major-General  Meade,  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the 
undersigned  respectfully  begs  to  inform  you  that  he  has,  in  compliance 
with  directions  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke,  temporarily  assumed  com 
mand  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Potter,  commanding  Second  Division,  and 
Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Ilartranft,  commanding  First  Division.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  concen 
trate  your  cavalry  during  the  night  (your  own  division  and  that  of 
Kautz),  leaving  such  pickets  as  may  be  necessary  to  watch  the  most 
important  and  most  exposed  points,  and  at  daylight  make  a  sudden  and 
rapid  dash  upon  the  enemy's  line  of  communication  between  Peters 
burg  and  Stony  Creek  Depot  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  wagon  trains 
and  straggling  escorts,  returning  with  such  captures  as  you  make  to 
your  present  position  before  the  enemy  can  collect  a  largely  superior 
force  against  you.  This  line  of  communication  is  the  Boydton  plank 
road  or  the  road  west  of  it.  You  should  leave  our  lines  somewhere 
near  the  Perkins  house.  General  Warren  is  directed  to  have  Ayres' 
division  of  infantry  ready  to  support  you  at  daylight,  the  commander 
of  which  will  be  instructed  to  report  to  you  during  to-day,  and  to  whom 
you  will  give  such  orders  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  execution 
of  the  operations  you  are  charged  with. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  1,  186i. 
General  GREGG: 

The  picket-line"  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  is  re-established. 
All  quiet  in  front. 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Gomm  an  ding  Ca  v  a  Iry  : 

General  Warren  reports  at  G  p.  m.  that  two  deserters  from  tlie 
Seventh  Georgia  (Hampton's)  have  just  been  brought  in.  They 
came  in  by  the  Vaughan  road.  They  state  that  there  is  but  a  small 
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force  of  cavalry  there  watching  our  lines — no  infantry.  As  soon  as 
these  deserters  reach  these  headquarters  they  will  be  examined  and  I 
will  send  yon  anything  further  that  may  be  elicited.  General  Patrick 
informs  me,  that  there  are  between  100  and  200  bounty  jumpers,  as  he 
styles  them,  who  have  deserted  from  us,  and  are  believed  to  be  in  the 
woods  watching  an  opportunity  to  get  through  the  cavalry  picket. 
This  would  be  a  good  reason  for  retaining  the  picket-line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQU  ATI  TEES  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff j  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  directed  the  regiments  of  my  division  and  General 
Kautz's  regiments  to  move  from  my  headquarters  at  2  a.  in.  to-morrow. 
By  moving  at  this  hour  my  command  will  be  at  the  Perkins  house  at 
daylight.  The  only  roads  upon  which  I  can  move  out  to  strike  the 
plank  road  west  of  the  railroad  are  the  Wyatt  road  (leading  west  from 
a  point  about  two  miles  south  of  General  Warren's  position)  arid  the 
Dinwiddie  stage  road.  On  this  latter  I  will  certainly  strike  the  enemy's 
cavalry  in  force  at  Gravelly  Hill,  two  miles  from  Reams'  Station.  The 
Wyatt  road  after  leaving  the  railroad  runs  in  a  northwesterly  direction 
and  strikes  the  Vaughan  road  two  miles  and  a  half  out.  From  the 
point  at  which  the  Vaughan  road  is  struck  there  is  no  road  leading 
.,ross  to  the  plank  road.  The  Vaughan  road  is  very  certainly  defended 
for  the  protection  of  the  plank  road.  The  success  of  the  operation 
required  of  the  cavalry  requires  that  a  sudden  dash  be  made.  If  you 
have  any  additional  information  will  you  please  advise  me  at  what 
point  a  force  of  cavalry  might  be  moved  rapidly  with  a  prospect  of 
reaching  the  road  upon  which  the  enemy  may  possibly  be  moving 
wagon  trains? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Comely.  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 9.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

I  sent  you  about  7  o'clock  some  information  respecting  the  condition  of 
the  Vaughan  road  nearer  Petersburg  than  where  you  propose  to  strike 
it,  showing  that  it  is  there  but  slightly  guarded.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  the  roads  leading  to  it  or  to  the  Boydton  plank.  As  soon  as  these 
deserters  arrive  I  will  question  them  and  send  yon  the  result.  The 
commanding  general  directs  that  the  pickets  be  left  on  the  line  they 
now  hold.  General  Crawford's  division  has  been  substituted  for  Gen 
eral  Ayres'  to  support  you.  General  Warren  is  directed  to  see  that 
your  instructions  to  the  commander  of  the  latter  are  turned  over  to  the 
commander  of  Crawford's  division,  and  is  informed  that  the  operation 
is  intrusted  to  you  and  that  the  infantry  commander  will  support  you. 

"  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864-^9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  The  following  just  received  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  cavalry  regiment  on  picket  iu  front  of  the  Gurley  house : 

A  little  before  dark  this  evening  the  enemy  began  moving  infantry  and  drove  the 
left  of  niy  line  some  distance  back.  Everything  indicates  an  attack  to-morrow 
morning. 

J.  ANDREWS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

I  think  this  force  must  be  dismounted  cavalry. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 11.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 
(Through  headquarters  Second  Corps.) 

Your  telegraph  received.  The  commanding  general  sees  no  reason 
for  changing  the  order  for  the  movement.  All  available  troops  will  be 
held  ready  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  to  meet  any  contingency. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
.  Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  Div.,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864. 
Col.  J.  P.  TAYLOR, 

First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  : 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  The  order  discharging  from  the  IT.  S.  service  the 
First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters. 
As  you  will  accompany  your  regiment  to  Pennsylvania,  there  to  be  dis 
charged  with  it,  I  can  not  permit  your  departure  without  expressing  to 
you  how  much  I  feel  the  separation  of  yourself  and  command  from  the 
Second  Division.  For  nearly  two  years  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cav 
alry  has  been  under  my  command,  and  now,  at  the  end  of  its  term  of 
service,  I  can  proudly  say  its  record  is  without  blemish.  The  excellence 
of  your  regiment  resulted  from  the  proper  appreciation  of  discipline  by 
its  officers.  In  the  many  engagements  of  this  division,  in  which  your 
regiment  has  participated,  many  officers  and  enlisted  men  have  fallen. 
They  met  death  facing  the  foe.  Let  them  be  proudly  remembered  by 
those  who  survive.  To  you,  colonel,  my  thanks  are  due  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  you  have  always  performed  your  duty,  whether  as  a 
regimental  or  brigade  commander.  You  can  return  to  your  home  well 
satisfied  that  you  failed  not  in  your  duty,  bearing  with  you  the  sincere 
friendship  of  myself  and  all  your  companions  in  arms. 

With  the  very  best  wishes  for  your  health,  happiness,  and  success  in 
the  future, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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[SEPTEMBER  1,]  1804—1.35  a.  m. 
Vlajor-General  ORD: 

As  the  two  companies  which  you  sent  to  the  Berkeley  Place  are  insuf- 
icent  to  do  any  work,  the  general  commanding  desires  that  you  send 
n  addition  a  small  colored  regiment,  which  can  be  relieved  after  the 
lefeiises  are  completed. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )   HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  240.  J  In   the  Field,  Va.,  September  1,  1864. 

*  *  ***** 

V.  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Corps,  will  send  to 
Broadway  Landing,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  regiment  of  colored  troops, 
there  to  take  water  transportation  for  Berkeley  house,  Harrison's  Land 
ing.  Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  transportation. 

*    '  *  *  *  *  *  * 

IX.  The  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  will  proceed  and  report 
without  delay  to  the  commanding  officer  Ninth  Army  Corps,  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

******* 

XIII.    Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Ferry,  IT.  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  in  person 
without  delay  to  Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  Armies  of  the 
United  States. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

E.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistan  t  A  djuta  n  t-  Gen  era  I. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  1,  1864 — 6.30  a.  m. 
Major  TRUMBULL, 

First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Headquarters  Tenth  Corps: 
I  have  ordered  Captain  Brooker  to  relieve  you.     He  will  arrive  prob 
ably  by  noon.    The  ambulance  which  brings  his  baggage  will  bring 
back  yours,  and  yourself,  too,  if  you  prefer  it  to  horseback.    I  shall 
come  down  with  Captain  Brooker. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  SIEGE  ARTILLERY, 

Broadway  Landiny,  Ya.,  September  1,  1SG4. 

Maj.  E.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Ya.  and  J\r.  C.  : 

MAJOR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  paragraph  IV,  Special 
Orders,  No.  123,  headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  1  would 
respectfully  protest  against  this  order:  first,  because  it  annuls  General 
Orders,  No. — ,  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
dated  June  19,  1864  (copy  herewith  inclosed),  and  thus  deprives  me  or 
the  command  assigned  to  me  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  depart 
ment;  and,  second,  because  it  destroys  the  organization  of  the  siege 
artillery  of  the  department,  and  thus  impairs  its  efficiency.  When  the 
lines  of  Bermuda  Hundred  were  first  constructed  its  fixed  artillery 
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armament  was  decided  upon  by  the  proper  engineer  and  artillery  offi 
cers  and  approved  by  the  commanding  general.  These  artillery  troops 
were  organized  into  a  command  independent  of  both  corps  then  occu 
pying  the  lines,  and  ordered  to  report  direct  to  department  headquar 
ters.  All  morning  reports,  &c.,  desired  by  the  different  corps  com 
manders  for  their  information  were  forwarded  to  them,  and  all  firing 
was  conducted  in  strict  accordance  with  their  orders;  but  the  independ 
ent  organization  of  the  command  was  established,  and  it  ha.s  been 
strictly  preserved.  I  have  supplied  these  troops  with  ammunition, 
rations,  clothing,  and,  until  the  recent  illness  of  my  assistant  surgeon, 
with  medical  attendance.  They  have  consequently  never  suffered  by 
the  numerous  changes  of  troops  in  their  vicinity.  An  assistant 
inspector-general  for  my  command  has  been  appointed  by  the  command 
ing  general  after  the  inconvenience  of  depending  upon  the  corps  com 
manders,  for  the  services  of  this  officer  had  been  practically  demon 
strated;  and  lately  a  medical  officer  has  been  ordered  to  the  command 
for  the  same  reason.  In  fine,  the  same  organization  established  after 
much  study  for  the  garrisons  of  the  field-works  around  Washington, 
has  been  adopted  here.  The  troops,  being  fixed  in  position,  while  those 
about  them  are  constantly  changing,  have  been  organized  into  a  sepa 
rate  command  (Siege  Artillery,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro 
lina),  reporting  direct  to  the  commanding  general,  and  only  receiving 
orders  necessary  to  their  proper  co-operation  from  the  corps  command 
ers  about  them.  Their  system,  established  by  the  commanding  general 
on  May  17,  and  reaffirmed  by  him  at  the  reorganization  on  June  19,  and 
kept  constantly  in  force  since  that  date,  is  entirely  done  away  with  by 
the  inclosed  order  from  headquarters  of  Eighteenth  Corps.  The  new 
system  destroys  a  compact,  well-organized  command,  consisting  of 
nine  companies,  under  the  charge  of  Major  Cook;  deprives  both  him 
and  myself  of  all  control;  breaks  up  my  command  into  thirteen  inde 
pendent  batteries,  depending  for  everything  upon  the  chief  of  artillery 
of  a  corps.  Suppose  a  transfer  of  corps  to  occur,  these  batteries 
would  be  left  without  a  commanding  officer,  without  rations,  without 
medical  attendance,  at  the  very  time  when  the  necessary  confusion 
would  most  invite  an  attack.  Again,  suppose  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  should  think  some  change  of  armament  advisable. 
Under  this  order,  that  which  has  been  fixed  by  the  commanding  gen 
eral  of  the  department  with  much  care  might  be  changed  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent.  To  me  the  disadvantages  of  the  change  appear 
so  evident  that  I  cannot  but  protest  against  the  order,  and  request 
that  my  command  may  be  left  as  heretofore  organized. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding. 

[Incloftiiro  No.  1.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS.]  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

In  the  Field,  June  If),  1864. 

****#** 

The  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  and  Battery  M,  Third  Penn 
sylvania  Artillery,  will  be  reported  to  these  headquarters  by  Col.  H.  L. 
Abbot,  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-Gen eral  Butler : 

J.  W.  SHAFFER, 
Colonel  and  Acting  Aasistttnt  Adjutant- General. 
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[Incloauro  No.  2.] 

SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  123.  )  In  the  Field,  Fa,,  September  1,  1864. 

******* 

IV.  Commanding  officers  of  all  heavy,  siege,  and  permanent  batteries 
now  in  position  on  the  front  occupied  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps  will 
report  in  person  at  once  to  Col.  A.  Piper,  chief  of  artillery,  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps,  who  is  placed  in  command  of  all  artillery  from  Deep  Bot 
tom  to  Fort  Converse.  They  will  also  send  in  daily  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  artillery  morning  reports  of  the  strength  of  their  batteries  and 
such  other  information  as  may  be  useful  to  the  chief  of  artillery. 
******# 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord : 

THEODORE  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Let  a  proper  order  be  issued  putting  the  organization  and  command 
of  the  artillery  as  was  agreed  upon  and  settled  as  the  most  for  the 
benefit  of  the  service  by  the  within  order. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

So  much  of  Special  Orders,  No.  123,  paragraph  IV,  issued  from  head 
quarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  as  relates  to  the  command  of  Col.  H. 
L.  Abbot,  namely,  the  siege  artillery,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  Colonel 
Abbot  will,  as  heretofore,  report  only  to  these  headquarters. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

A.11  is  quiet  on  my  line.  At  one  point  the  enemy  keep  up  a  sharp 
shooters'  fire.  So  far  as  I  can  make  out  from  deserters,  Heth  has 
relieved  two  of  his  brigades  on  my  left  and  sent  them  to  his  right  in 
reserve,  and  line  remains  as  before.  The  enemy  are  busy  in  construct 
ing  boom-proofs  and  strengthening  their  lines.  I  have  700  men  on 
fatigue,  and  sent  by  General  Ord's  order  a  squadron  cavalry  from  my 
right  that  were  on  picket  to  Bermuda  Hundred  for  special  duty.  I 
am  at  work  along  my  line  policing  and  strengthening  it.  I  found  its 
police  in  most  filthy  condition,  the  covered  ways  having  been  used  as 
sinks. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  _Z,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery  : 

The  firing  on  our  lines  is  in  reply  to  fire  opened  by  the  enemy. 
Respectfully, 

F.  McGILVERY, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
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SEPTEMBER  1,  1864.     (Received  3.27  p.  nO 

Major-General  BlRNEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps : 

Major-General  Ord  directs  that  you  send  a  regiment  of  colored  troops 
to  Berkeley  house,  Harrison's  Landing,  for  temporary  duty.  They  will 
go  to  Bermuda  Landing  and  take  water  transportation  there.  No  land 
transportation  will  be  required  with  them. 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  1,  1864 — 4.15  p.  m.     (Received  4.35  p.  m.) 
Major  DAVIS: 

As  my  troops  are  in  line  it  may  be  night  before  a  colored  regiment 
can  be  taken  out.  As  this  will  thin  my  line,  could  not  a  regiment  from 
the  reserve  at  Spring  Hill  be  sent  to  me  during  its  absence?  I  sent 
you  a  very  intelligent  deserter  this  morning.  He  reports  Heth,  Hoke, 
and  Bushrod  Johnson  in  iny  front.  I  have  sent  in  prisoners  from  all. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 
Send  to  General  Ord. 


HATCHER'S,  September  1,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY  : 

I  have  no  reserve  at  Spring  Hill.    The  garrison  there  is  reduced  to 
two  companies. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  114.  ]  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  1,  1S64. 

******* 

2.  Col.  J.   B.  Howell,   Eighty-fifth    Pennsylvania    Volunteers,    is 
assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  Third  Division  during  the 
sickness  of  Brigadier- General  Biruey,  and  will  assume  command  at, 
once. 

3.  Second  Lieut.  Joel  W.  Hyde,  Twenty-ninth  Connecticut  Volun 
teers,  is  hereby  appointed  acting  assistant  inspector-general  for  the 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accord 
ingly.     He  will  report  in  person  to  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Jackson,  assistant 
inspector-general,  at  these  headquarters  for  instruction. 

4.  The  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  Third  Division  will  send  the  smallest 
of  the  colored  regiments  lately  belonging  to  the  Eighteenth  Corps  to 
Bermuda  Hundred  as  soon  as  possible,  there  to  embark  for  Berkeley 
house,  Harrison's  Lauding. 

*****  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  C51 

CIRCULAR.]      HDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  V<t.,  September  1,  1S64. 

Brigade  commanders  will  enjoin  on  their  officers  and  men  in  the 
trenches  the  most  extreme  vigilance  during  the  night  and  to-morrow. 
At  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  the  reserves,  including^  every  man 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  will  be  placed  under  arms  and  kept  in  readi 
ness  to  move  until  half  an  hour  after  sunrise,  and  during  the  whole 
day  to-morrow  no  man  will  be  suffered  to  leave  his  regiment,  except  for 
absolutely  necessary  purposes. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

ADRIAN  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div..  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  1,  1SG4. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  summary  of  events 
pertaining  to  my  command  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours:  The 
position,  &c.,  of  the  reserves  remained  unchanged.  The  draining  and 
policing  of  the  trenches  in  my  front  are  in  progress,  the  trenches  being 
now  in  a  far  better  condition  than  when  I  first  occupied  them.  No 
movements  of  note,  offensive  or  defensive,  have  been  made  by  my  com 
mand. 

The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports  last  night : 

The  enemy  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  of  musketry  and  quite  annoying  fire  from  sharp 
shooters,  who  enfiladed  the  line.  They  are  quite  busy  erecting,  completing,  and 
repairing  works  on  their  line,  one  of  which  seems  to  be  built  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
railroad  and  a  great  part  of  the  brigade  line;  also  one  of  his  works  in  process  of 
construction  opposite  the  center  of  this  brigade  line  seems  so  situated  as  to  enfilade 
the  right  of  our  line.  The  enemy  is  also  throwing  up  a  second  and  in  some  places  a 
third  line  of  works  opposite  our  center. 

The  officer  of  the  trenches  this  morning  reports : 

All  well.  The  enemy  kept  up  a  fire  on  the  left  and  center  of  our  lino  almost  con 
tinually.  No  working  was  done  by  them  that  could  be  seen  during  the  night.  But 
little  firing  has  been  done  from  our  brigade.  I  have  had  some  work  done  on  the 
trenches. 

No  casualties  have  occurred  since  yesterday's  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  B.  IIOWELL, 
Colonel  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Comdy.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  1,  1864. 

Lieut,  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  for  the  past  twenty-four 
hours  it  has  been  unusually  quiet  on  my  front.  The  troops  of  my  com 
mand  have  been  engaged  in  raising  and  strengthening  the  parapet  and 
traverses  at  several  points  on  the  line.  In  rear  of  Third  Brigade  a 
covered  way  has  been  commenced  leading  from  the  reserves  to  the 
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trendies.    The  line  was  found  in  a  very  filthy  condition,  but  sinks  are 
being'  dug-,  and,  though  policing  is  in  progress,  it  will  take  several 
days  to  place  the  trenches  in  proper  condition. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  Genera  1,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Fa.,  September  1,  1864. 
Colonel  CURTIS: 

COLONEL:  On  account  of  certain  movements  that  will  take  place  at 
daylight  to-morrow  morning  unusual  vigilance  will  be  observed  on  the 
part  of  the  troops  in  the  front  line,  and  any  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  promptly  reported.  The  troops  of  the  command  will  be  held 
in  readiness  for  any  movement  that  may  occur. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  S.  Foster : 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Barton  and  Colonel  Osborn.) 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Fa.,  /September  1,  1864. 
Col.  JOHN  H.  HOLMAN, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Tenth  Army  Corps : 
COLONEL  :  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  your  regiment  to  Broadway 
Landing.     You  will  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[E.  W.  MOREY,] 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

GENERAL  :  General  Gregg  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will  please 
leave  two  of  your  regiments  on  picket,  and  come  yourself  with  the  other 
two  regiments. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  1,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  orders  for  the  movement  have  not  been  counter 
manded,  but  General  Gregg  will  not  withdraw  his  picket-line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


.  Liv.)  COE11ESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  653 

HEADQUARTERS  RECRUITING  RENDEZVOUS, 

Newport  flews,  Va.,  September  1,  186-1. 
Brig,  (icii.  G.  F.  SiiErLEY, 

Commanding  District  of  Eastern   Virginia: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  some  Government  employes 
(colored)  came  up  here  from  Fort  Monroe  and  Hampton  hospitals, 
having  been  allowed  a  short  leave  of  absence  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
their  families,  it'  possible.  1  told  them  I  had  no  boats,  but  would  help 
them  with  men.  They  reappeared  the  next  day  with  sail  boats.  1  sent 
with  them  a  captain,  and  lii'teen  men  (dismounted  cavalry).  The  fami 
lies  were  in  and  about  Smith  field.  I  gave  them  strict  instructions  to 
abstain  from  plundering;  to  injure  no  one, if  possible;  to  get  the  women 
and  children  merely,  and  come  away  as  promptly  as  possible.  They 
were,  to  land  in  the  night.  They  followed  these  directions  closely, 
but  became  delayed  by  the  numbers  of  women  and  children  anxious  to 
follow,  whom  they  packed  in  extra  boats  picked  up  there,  and  towed 
along.  They  also  had  to  contend  against  a  head  tide  and  wind  cairn,  so 
that  their  progress  down  Smithfield  Greek  in  the  early  morn  was  ex 
ceedingly  slow.  The  inhabitants  evidently  gathered  in  from  some  con 
certed  plan  of  alarm  or  signals.  For  three  miles  below  the  party  were 
intercepted  by  a  force  of  irregular  appearance,  numbering  about  100, 
having  horses  and  dogs  with  them,  armed  variously  with  shotguns,  rifles, 
&e.,  and  posted  behind  old  breast-works  with  some  hurried  additions. 
They  attacked  the  leading  boats,  killed  a  man  and  woman,  and  wounded 
another  woman  therein.  The  contrabands  then  rowed  over  to  the 
opposite  bank  and  scattered  over  the  marshes.  How  many  more  have 
been  slaughtered  we  know  not.  Two  men  have  since  escaped  to  us 
singly.  When  the  rear  boats,  containing  the  soldiers,  came  up,  the 
captain  landed,  with  the  design  of  attacking  the  rebels,  but  then  the 
tiring  revealed  their  full  numbers.  He  found  they  outnumbered  him 
more  than  six  to  one.  and  that  the  revolvers  of  our  cavalry,  in  open 
boats  or  on  the  open  beach,  would  stand  no  chance  against  their  rifles 
behind  breast- works.  He  embarked  again,  and  they  made  their  way 
past  the  danger  by  wading  his  men  behind  the  boats,  having  the  bag 
gage  and  bedding  piled  up  like  a  barricade.  They  then  had  a  race  with 
three  boats,  which  put  out  from  side  creeks  to  cut  them  off.  But  for 
the  coolness  and  ingenuity  of  Captain  Whiteman,  none  would  have 
escaped.  None  of  the  soldiers  are  known  to  have  been  severely 
wounded,  but  three  are  missing  in  the  marshes  and  woods.  We  have 
since  learned  that  there  are  signal  stations  in  that  neighborhood,  which 
ought  to  be  broken  up.  I  would  also  earnestly  recommend  the  burning 
of  a  dozen  or  twenty  houses,  in  accordance  with  your  General  Order, 
No.  23. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  A.  WILD, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


BERNE,  N.  C.,  September  1,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina: 
GENERAL:  The  negroes  will  not  go  voluntarily,  so  I  am  obliged  to 
force  them.     I  have  sent  seventv-oue  and  will  send  this  afternoon  about 
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150.  I  expect  to  get  a  large  lot  to-morrow.  1  have  done  all  that  could 
be  done,  but  I  am  uot  as  fortunate  as  you  expected  me  to  be.  I  shall 
keep  working. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

FRED.  MARTIX, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp, 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  XORTII  CAROLINA, 

Xcw  Berne,  X.  C.,  September  1,  l^d-i. 
Maj.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  Va.  and  X.  C.: 
MAJOR:  The  matter  of  collecting  the  colored  men  for  laborers  has 
been  one  of  some  difficulty,  but  I  hope  to  send  up  a  respectable  force. 
The  matter  has  been  fairly  explained  to  the  contrabands,  and  they  have 
boen  treated  with  the  utmost  consideration,  but  they  will  not  go  will 
ingly.  Now,  1  take  it  that  the  state  of  the  country  needs  their  services, 
and  that  if  they  will  not  go  willingly  they  must  be  forced  to  go,  and  I 
propose  to  take  all  I  can  find  who  are  in  no  permanent  employment  and 
send  them  up.  1  am  aware  that  this  may  be  considered  a  harsh  meas 
ure,  but  at  such  a  time  we  must  not  stop  at  tritles.  As  long  as  the 
general  understands  my  motives  I  do.  not  care  particularly  for  the  com 
plaints  of  outsiders.  I  have  promised  all  the  contrabands  I  have  seized 
that  their  pay  shall  commence  from  the  day  of  taking  them  from  here. 
I  hope  you  will  direct  the  quartermaster  so  to  place  them  on  the  rolls. 
Captain  Martin,  upon  his  arrival,  will  explain  more  fully  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  here. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  X.  PALMER. 
Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON,  September  2,  18G4. 
Lieutcnant-General  GRANT: 

Just  returned.     Does  the  fall  of  Atlanta  make  any  change  in  your 
views,  especially  as  to  the  time.  October  1  ? 

G.  V.  FOX. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC. 
September  2,  1S61—8.20  a.  m.     (Received  8.40  a.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point: 

The  following  telegrams*  received  shows  the  result  of  the  operations 

of  the    cavalry  column    this    morning.     Shall   General  Gregg  make 

another  dash  in  heavier  column  at  some  point  two  or  three  miles  lower 

down?    The  brigade  that  made  the  dash  out  was  2,600  or  2,800  strong. 

JXO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

*See  Greirjj  to  Humphreys,  6.15  and  7.30  a.  in.,  pp.  GtJ9,  670, 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  ^,  186-1. 

(Received  9.15  a.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  PARKE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  Gregg  need  not  make  any  further  effort  to  reach  the  enemy's 
wagon  train  in  the  direction  he  did  this  morning.  Keep  Warren  and 
Gregg  ready,  however,  to  move  out  and  attack  the  enemy  if  he  should 
feel  his  way  up  near  our  left. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  2,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE  : 

What  was  the  result  of  the  cavalry  movement  this  morning  as  to 
losses  on  each  side? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ;?,  1864 — 3.15  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

General  Gregg  has  not  yet  reported  the  losses.  He  has  been  tele 
graphed  for  them.  It  is  reported  by  him  and  by  General  Warren  that 
no  movements  of  the  enemy  have  been  observed,  as  the  following  dis 
patches  show.* 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  2,  1864 — 7.15  v,  m.     (Received  7.25  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant- General  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

The  parties  sent  out  by  General  Gregg  found  no  evidence  of  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  going  .on.  The  signal  officer  on  the  Weldon 
railroad  saw  no  movements  during  the  day  other  than  those  reported. 
It  is  probable  the  brigade  of  infantry  seen  going  out  the  Squirrel  Level 
road  re-enforced  the  infantry  and  cavalry  posted  at  the  intersection  of 
the  Boydton  plank  road  and  the  road  the  cavalry  moved  out  on. 
Gregg's  cavalry  got  within  300  or  400  yards  of  the  plank  road.  It  was 
not  intended  to  strike  it  so  near  Petersburg.  A  branch  road  from  the 
one  they  were  on  enters  the  plank  road  a  mile  farther  from  the  town. 
No  other  enters  it  this  side  of  Rowanty  Creek. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

*See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  2.30  p.  mv  uiid  Gregg  to  Humphreys,  2.30  p.  mv 
pp.  665,  670. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  X,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of 
examination  of  prisoners  and  deserters  who  came  in  this  morning  and 
lust  night.  The  two  deserters  from  Seventh  Georgia  Cavalry  report 
that  Young's  brigade  of  cavalry  is  lying  about  live  miles  west  of  \Veldon 
railroad,  on  the  Diuwiddie  road.  The  Seventh  Georgia,  now  attached  to 
Young's  brigade,  came  out  in  June  last,  and  when  it  arrived  here  num 
bered  1, 000  men.  It  now  numbers  400,  twenty-live  of  whom  are  mounted. 
The  Twentieth  Georgia  Battalion  has  been  attached  to  Jeff.  Davis 
Legion,  and  Fourth  Alabama  Battalion  to  Phillips'  Legion.  The  bri 
gade,  they  think,  numbers  about  1,500  men,  about  two-thirds  mounted. 
Deserters  from  Mahone's  and  Sanders'  brigades  report  no  changes  in 
that  division.  \V.  II.  Dngaii,  deserter  from  Twenty-first  South  Carolina, 
just  came  from  \Veldon,  where  he  had  been  on  furlough.  He  reports 
that  Hagood's  brigade  came  here  from  Charleston  in  May  last,  3,700 
strong,  and  that  he  was  told  by  the  colonel  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
South  Carolina,  whom  he  met  a  few  days  ago  at  Weldon,  that  the  bri 
gade,  counting  sick  and  wounded,  would  not  number  800  men.  A 
deserter  from  Lucas'  battalion  heavy  artillery,  stationed  at  Charleston, 
makes  the  following  statement  regarding  troops  about  Charleston,  &c. : 
Lucas'  battalion,  1X)0  men,  stationed  on  James  Island;  live  companies 
heavy  artillery,  500  men,  and  First  liegiment  South  Carolina  Infantry, 
700  men',  stationed  on  Sullivan's  Island;  Blake's  light  battery,  100 
men;  Thirty-second  Georgia  Kegirnent,  700  men,  and  Second  South 
Carolina  Heavy  Artillery,  800  men,  stationed  at  Mount  Pleasant.  This, 
he  states,  is  a  large  estimate  of  troops  in  that  vicinity.  He  states  that 
some  time  ago,  when  a  demonstration  was  made  on  Secessionville,  that 
all  the  troops  were  taken  from  Sullivan's  Island  (save  three  companies), 
and  that  the  latter  place  could  have  been  taken  with  one  regiment.  He 
also  states  that  Fort  Sumter  can  never  be  taken  by  firing  upon  it; 
that  the  only  way  to  take  it  is  to  starve  out  the  garrison,  and  that  can 
only  be  done  by  keeping  up  a  steady  fire  during  the  night.  The  gar 
rison  have  very  little  supplies  at  a  time.  Provisions  are  taken  to  them 
in  boats  every  night,  and  by  preventing  that  the  fort  would  soon  be 
compelled  to  surrender.  All  of  the  above-mentioned  men  state  that 
cars  run  on  Weldou  railroad  as  far  as  Stony  Creek,  and  that  the  enemy 
are  carting  supplies  from  that  point  to  Petersburg  via  Dinwiddie  Court- 
House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  2,  186-1. 
[Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Maff :} 

GENERAL  :  I  have  seen  the  man  from  the  Twenty-first  South  Carolina 
the  second  time,  and  from  what  he  says  I  think  there  is  no  inconsistency 
in  his  statement.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  his  company,  and  had  been 
ottered  a  position  as  lieutenant,  but  declined  it.  He  was  intimately 
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acquainted  with  Colonel  Gaillard,  and  stood  by  his  side  when  a  piece  of 
shell  cut  off  his  ami;  assisted  in  binding  his  wound,  &c.  On  meeting 
him  at  Weldon  he  casually  observed  that  "  the,  brigade  must  be  pretty 
well  reduced  "  by  this  time,  and  the  Colonel  replied,  "  Yes;  if  the  sick 
and  slightly  wounded  were  with  the  brigade  I  suppose  it  would  number 
800  men."  He  also  states  that  many  of  the  men  of  the  brigade  have 
deserted  and  gone  home.  He  knew  of  nine  men  from  his  company  de 
serting  at  one  time.  The  brigade  has  been  in  several  battles  in  this 
vicinity,  and  always  lost  heavily.  They  were  considered  the  best  South 
Carolina  brigade  in  the  Held. 
Respectfully, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  2,  18(>4. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division, 
who  just  arrived,  report  the  following:  They  left  their  picket-line  about 
noon  to-day,  and  came  into  our  lines  in  front  of  the  lead-works.  Wil 
cox's  division  is  stationed  in  the  trenches,  from  their  right  to  left,  in  the 
following  order :  Anderson's,  Lane's  (in  front  of  lead- works),  McGow- 
an's,  Scales'.  They  were  both  at  Petersburg  yesterday,  and  returned 
late  last  evening,  and  they  saw  no  troops  in  reserve.  They  have  heard 
of  no  troops  arriving  in  that  vicinity  lately,  and  they  report  no  recent 
changes  within  the  enemy's  lines.  They  see  wagon  trains  passing 
both  ways  on  the  plank  road  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  every  day, 
and  state  that  they  have  no  guard  with  them. 
Very  respectfully. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

They  also  report  that  Lane's  brigade  moved  down  the  railroad  a  short 
distance  this  morning  on  account  of  some  movement  observed  or  sus 
pected  within  our  lines,  but  they  returned  again  to  their  old  position. 
Respectfully. 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September  2,  1861 — 1.30  *».  m. 
Colonel  SHARPE: 

Deserter  from.  Forty-sixth  North  Carolina,  Cooke's  brigade,  Heth's 
division,  came  into  our  lines  yesterday  morning:  Says  the  cooks  that 
brought  rations  from  the  rear  reported  that  Early  had  been  ordered 
here  from  the  Valley,  and  that  the  rumor  was  regarded  as  a  certainty 
by  all  the  soldiers.  Reports  no  changes,  but  tells  the  old  story  of  want 
in  the  Confederacy,  and  the  rebellion  played  out. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aidc-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
September  2,  1S64. — 7.~>0  p.  in. 
Colonel  SHARPS: 

Two  deserters  from  First  Confederate  Battalion,  Davis'  brigade, 
Heth's  division,  bring  nothing  new.  One  from  Fifty-first  North  Caro 
lina,  Clingman's  brigade,  Hoke's  division.  He  had  heard  that  Early 
was  ordered  to  Petersburg,  but  finally  said  that  all  he  heard  was  origi 
nated  from  our  papers.  May  there  not  be  something  in  that? 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  ,?,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER  : 

The  enemy  continues  aetive  on  intrenehments  in  vicinity  and  left  of 
lead- works.     All  quiet  and  camps  unchanged. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  2,  1804. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER  : 

Over  100  wagons  have  been  observed  moving  over  road;  about  three- 
fourths  of  them  passed  to  our  left.  Little  labor  has  been  performed  by 
enemy  at  and  to  left  of  exploded  fort. 

I.  S.  LYOX, 

Signal  Officer. 


SEPTEMBER  U,  1804. 
[Maj.  15.  F.  FISHER:] 

SEPTEMBER  2,  1864. 
Major-General  PICKETT: 

[When  will]  communication  by  telegraph  with  yonr  headquarters  bo  completed? 
What  of  the  enemy's  canal  since  last  report  I 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

F.  FULLER, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  2, 
Major  FISHER: 

HEADQUARTERS  PICKKTT'S  DIVISION-, 

September  2,  1SG4. 
General  BEAUREGARD: 

As  soon  as  sufficient  wire  can  be  had.     Nothing  new  about  canal  since  last  report. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-General. 

T.  R.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 
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[Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER  :j 

SEPTEMBKK  2,  1864 — 5.25  p.  m. 
General  BEAUREOARD: 

This  last  message  could  not  get  on  account  of  sun  and  smoke,  but  it  said  some 
thing  about  wire  can  be  had  and  something  about  the  canal. 

G.  E.  PICKETT. 

F.  FULLER, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  2,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHEE: 

The  enemy  are  working  by  large  detail  on  new  line  of  works  running 
from  their  main  line  in  vicinity  of  lead-works  southward.  The  part 
running  from  sheds  on  railroad  to  our  right,  and  connecting  with  main 
line,  has  not  been  worked  on  before  for  eight  days.  No  movements  or 
change  of  camp  visible. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  :i,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

Several  light  trains  seen  on  Richmond  road  this  p.  m.  moving  toward 
the  right.    Otherwise  the  usual  quiet  has  prevailed  all  day. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  2,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  intercepted 
rebel  messages  received  from  the  signal  officer  at  Walthall  house: 

Sergeant  R., 

Have  there  been  any  movements  of  enemy 'since  last  p.  m.  ?     Watch  them  and  re 
port  their  movement*; „  .%•    '--.  - 

B., 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Colonel  B. :  , 

Could  not  see  any  disfca&ceUifc&re'&a.  m,-  'When  fog  cleared  off,  made  the  follow 
ing  observations:  One  comp5tt£=o£=eavalry  and  one  battery  of  .artillery  drilling  in 
open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's. 

R., 
Sergeant  at  C. 

Our  officer  at  the  Walthall  house  states  that  he  observes  no  changes 
iu  the  rebel  line  or  camps,  and  no  movements.  The  officer  at  the  plank 
road  station  reports : 

The  enemy  are  active  in  improving  works  on  our  front;  are  building  an  extensive 
fort  in  front  of  woods  near  lead-works;  have  also  commenced  a  new  line  of  works 
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in  rear  of  main  lines  north-northwest  from  this  station.  At  8.30  a.  in.  200  cavalry, 
followed  by  twelve  wagons,  came  from  woods  in  front  of  largo  fort  near  Weldon 
railroad :  passed  on  the  east  side  of  fort  and  took  the  road  running  westerly.  Camps 
unchanged. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  (     HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  Sli.  }  City  Point,   T^.,  September  ^,  186  L 

I.  Brig.  (Jen.  ().  S.  Ferry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  in  tlie  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  and  will 
report  in  person  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  N.  Couch,  commanding  Department 
of  the  Susquehanna.  Capt.  H.  L.  Johnson,  assistant  adjutant  general 
volunteers,  has  permission  to  accompany  him. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  L»o8.  i  September  ^,  1861. 

******* 

2.  The  location  of  the  depot  for  the  recuperation  of  weak  and  tem 
porarily  disabled  cavalry  horses,  made  by  Maj.  Elmer  Otis,  Fourth 
U.  S.  Cavalry,  special  inspector  of  cavalry  for  this  army,  is  approved. 
The  camp  for  dismounted  cavalry  will  be  at  or  near  the  depot  estab 
lished  by  Major  Otis,  and  said  camp  is  placed  under  the  general  super 
intendence  of  that  officer. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Farke: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — 6,15  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
The  following  report  is  just  received: 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SKCOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1SG4. 
Captain  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  officers  in  charge  of  the  pickets  inform  me  that 
there  has  been  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  toward  their  right. 
Respectfully, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-d  encral. 

WTINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
•  September  2,  1864.     (Received  G.25  a.  ru.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Two  deserters  have  just  come  in,  one  from  Mahone's  old  brigade  and 
one  from  Wileox's  old  brigade.  They  are  not  aware  of  any  movement 
of  their  troops. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — U  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  ain  connecting  Fort  Crawford  and  the  redoubt  at  the  Strong  house 
with  a  rifle-pit.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of  work  from  my  command, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  work  any  south  of  the  fort  at  the  Strong  house. 
I  think  the  Ninth  Corps  ought  to  throw  their  breast-work  forward 
there  to  connect  with  the  fort,  as  I  am  doing  on  the  right  of  it.  As 
it  is  now,  the  fort  is  some  UOO  yards  in  advance  of  the  rifle-pit. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1861 — 9  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

Since  my  last  report  fatigue  details  from  this  command  have  been 
working  ait  the  fort  near  the  Strong  house,  the  one  on  plank  road,  and 
the  other  at  the  head  of  the  railroad  cut.  About  1,-'300  men  were  at 
work  last  night  on  the  rifle-pit  connecting  the  fort  at  the  Strong  house 
with  Fort  Crawford.  The  one  at  Strong  house  is  garrisoned  and  far 
enough  advanced  nearly  for  gnus. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2,  1864.     (Sent  10.50  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  rifle-pits  south  of  the  Strong  house  redoubt  will  be  attended  to 
by  the  Ninth  Corps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
September  X,  186-1.     (Received  10.50  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  would  like  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  you  sent  me  on  the  night  of  the 
24th  telling  me  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  had  moved  out  from  Peters- 
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burg,  and  that  General  Warren  thought  it  might  be  a  working  party,  &c. 
Colonel  Walker  had  this  and  several  dispatches  on  his  person  when 
captured. 

WLNFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Seplcmber  ^,  ./«%'•/ — 11. -15  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

I  send  you  the  dispatch*  you  probably  referred  to.     I  do  not  find  any 
other  of  similar  character. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ;>,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

It  is  considered  that  the  four  guns  in  Battery  No.  20  might  be  removed 
without  materially  weakening  the  line  there,  and  they  are  therefore 
available  for  transfer  to  the  line  now  held  by  Birney.  The  armament 
for  Battery  No.  G,  near  Fort  McGilvery,  is  marked  for  two  30-pounder 
Parrotts,  but  the  difficulty  of  supplying  them  with  ammunition  makes 
it  desirable  to  substitute  two  held  guns  for  the  armament  of  the 
redoubts  and  batteries,  as  prescribed  in  the  list. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  18G4. 
Major  DUANE: 

Is  there  any  name  for  the  fort  at  the  Strong  house?    One  would  be- 
very  convenient. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 . 
General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
the  order  for  immediate  movement  has  been  countermanded,  and  that 
the  troops  may  be  allowed  to  make  themselves  as  comfortable  as 
possible. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Actinfj  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Hancock,  August  24,  8.20  p.  m.,  p.  449. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT: 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  thinks  you  had  better 
have  your  troops  between  Fort  Crawford  and  the  fort  at  the  Strong 
house  moved  forward  to  occupy  and  complete  the  ri tie  pits  now  par 
tially  erected.  With  your  left  at  the  fort,  near  the  Strong  house,  your 
right  ought  to  nearly  reach  Fort  Crawford.  The  general  does  not 
desire  the  camp  on  the  second  line  struck  until  the  men  have  finished 
their  breast-works.  I  will  go  over  the  line  with  one  of  your  staff 
officers  and  General  Pierce  if  you  desire,  and  indicate  as  far  as  practi 
cable  what  the  general  wishes  done. 

Hespectf ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  186-1—10.40  a.  in. 
Brigadier-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that 
he  understands  there  is  no  garrison  in  the  fort  on  the  left  of  the  plank 
road  and  that  he  deems  it  important  that  a  small  garrison  should  be. 
put  there  as  soon  as  possible,  particularly  to-day,  as  there  are  no  work 
ing  parties  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,«SECOND  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864. 
Col.  EGBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  the  troops 
of  your  command  be  moved  up  and  complete  and  occupy  the  new  line 
of  works.  The  camps  will  not  be  broken  up  until  the  breast- works  are 
completed.  Major  Williau  will  accompany  you  on  the  line  and  indicate 
as  far  as  practicable  the  desires  of  the  general. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LOCK  WOOD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  very  quiet  in  my  front 
during  yesterday  and  last  night.  1  send  you  two  citizens,  Messrs. 
Burgess  and  Batonn,  who  came  into  our  lines  this  morning  and  escaped 
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from  conscription.  They  arc  well  posted,  as  to  the  location  of  the 
enemy's  works  west  of  this  point.  One  of  them,  Mr.  Burgess,  is  a 
miller  and  has  lived  here  a  long  time.  Two  deserters  from  First  Ten 
nessee  Regiment  have  just  been  received  and  have  been  sent  up. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 
Major- General.  Commanding. 


HEADQI  ARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  X,  l$(j-i — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

If  the  enemy  should  feel  his  way  up  near  our  left  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  commanding  general  to  move  out  the  available  force  on  the  left 
and  the  cavalry  and  attack.  He  desires,  therefore,  that  you  will  remain 
prepared  for  such  operation  to-day  until  further  orders.  The  enemy 
should  be  closely  watched  in  that  direction,  and  reconnaissances  made 
by  detachments  from  the  Fifth  Corps  and  from  the  cavalry  to  ascertain 
what  movements,  if  any,  he  is  making. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Gregg.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ,'?,  Itio'J — 10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Ma-ff : 

Please  state  what  you  mean  by  the  "left"  in  your  dispatch  just  re 
ceived.     Is  it  south  or  west? 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Command  ing. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2,  1861 — 10.35  a.  in. 
Major-General  WARREN: 

The  left  of  the  army  was  meant.  The  direction  from  your  corps 
would  be  west  or  southwest,  and  even  farther  round  west  and  south 
west  were  the  directions  in  which  it  was  thought  reconnaissances  should 
be  made. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ~\  ItiCil — 2.L~>  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  whether  you  have  any 
information  as  to  movements  of  the  enemy  in  your  vicinity. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Htajf. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ~;,  1SG-1 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Majf: 

I  have  110  information  whatever  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  near 
me  to  -day. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAR  REX, 

Major- Ucnerul. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1861  —  7  p. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
I  send  you  the  following-,  just  received: 


'AKTKKS    FlliSl    \K\V   .JKUSKY   C'AVALUY, 

September  :!,  1SG4. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  on  the  railroad  to 
within  400  yards  of  the  .junction  of  it  with  the  Dinwiddie  Conrt-Houso  road,  at 
which  point  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  of  about  lilty,  tiring  on  my  men.  and  on 
the  Vauglian  road  I  drove  them  across  the  swamp.  Hoth  these  roads  they  had  bar 
ricaded  by  trees  and  wires.  Across  the  swamp  they  had  a  camp  of  cavalry,  proba 
bly  a  reserve  of  their  pickets.  No  movement  of  the  enemy  could  be  detected  on 
cither  of  these  roads.  The  pickets  belonged  to  Colonel  Gregg's  brigade,  and  were 
picketing  strongly.  The  .Second  Brigade  does  not  connect  with  my  left,  and  this 
line  is  in  good  condition,  excepting  the  left. 

JOHN  W.  KESTER. 
Colonel,  Coiniiiundiny  Cavalry  Pickets. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  2,  186-1 . 
General  WARREN  : 

The  force  of  the  enemy  that  attacked  lar,t  evening  not  ascertained. 
The  commander  of  pickets  sends  his  report  to  the  nearest  commander 
of  infantry,  General  Ferrero.  I  will  instruct  him  to  send  you  a  report 
also. 

]).  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  186-L 
Lieut,  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

AxxiatttHt  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
SIR:  By  an  act  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  rebel  officers,  who  ap 
proached  our  outposts  on  the  Wei  don  railroad  this  morning,  two  com 
missioned  officers  were  drawn  out  of  the  post  and  shot;  one  slightly, 
the  other  severely.  They  were  fired  on  by  about  fifteen  men  posted 
near  where  the  interview  took  place,  and  immediately  after  the  rebel 
officer  who  conversed  with  them  had  left.  The  above  is  reported  by 
the  division  picket  officer.  General  Griffin  has  furnished  me  with  a 
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few  of  his  sharpshooters,  who,  I  hope,  will  be  able  to  punish  this  perfidy. 
As  I  understood  the  report  our  officers  were  invited  out  by  the  rebel 
officers,  who  waved  papers,  as  if  they  desired  to  exchange  orders  con 
cerning  deserters,  which  have  lately  been  exchanged  by  the  pickets. 
\rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  in  Temporary  Command. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1801.     (Received  1.10  p.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  directs  that  you  keep  your  command 
to-day  in  readiness  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1804. 
Brigadier-General  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

GENERAL:  You  will  please  direct  the  battery  with  you  (the  Ninth 
Massachusetts  Battery)  to  report  without  delay  to  Colonel  Wainwright, 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade.  The  battery  is  to  be  placed  in  the  new 
fort  on  the  left. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assista nt  A djuta  n  t-  Genera I. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1804 — 1  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  received.*     I  have  ordered  General  Potter's  division  to 
be  in  readiness  at  daylight;  also  the  reserve  artillery. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1804 — 12.~>0  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  MONROE, 

Chief  of  Artillery  : 

COLONEL:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  have  your  re 
serve  batteries  ready  to  move  at  daylight  to  the  support  of  General 
Ferrero,  should  he  require  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  September  1,  11.45  p.  in.,  p.  0-1 3. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — 6.45  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Everything  quiet. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. 


Brigadier-General  WJLLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 

The  following  dispatch  from  the  signal  officer  in  front  of  General 
Warren  is  sent  for  your  information,  as  the  troops  referred  to  are  in 
your  front: 

SIGNAL  STATION,  HALIFAX  ROAD,  September  2,  1SG4 — 8.20  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

About  a  brigade  of  infantry  is  now  moving  on  the  Squirrel  road,  one  mile  left  of 
lead-works,  going  toward  our  left.  Another  brigade  of  infantry  lias  advanced  from 
the  enemy's  works  left  of  lead-works  toward  their  front  in  woods,  with  their  right  on 
the  railroad.  Considerable  activity  in  all  their  camps. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864—10  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  Yesterday  afternoon  the  enemy  advanced  their  picket-line 
across  the  corn-field  and  into  the  woods  in  my  front.  Cavalry  vedettes 
were  heard  in  the  woods  during  the  night.  Patrols  sent  out  at  day 
light  report  that  the  enemy  have  withdrawn  their  picket  to  the  posi- . 
tioii  held  by  them  yesterday  a.  m.  During  their  stay  in  the  woods 
they  blockaded  the  roads.  I  reported  this  morning  operations  in  my 
rear. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September2,  1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  just  returned  from  Ferrero's  line.  He  has  a  good  position. 
With  the  addition  of  another  battery  and  a  cavalry  outpost  which  I 
have  ordered  to  be  furnished,  the  only  weak  point  on  my  front  seems 
to  be  the  salient  where  the  new  work  is  building,  on  which  the  woods 
press  too  closely,  and  I  have  ordered  out  100  ax-men  to  slash  that 
down  at  once. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  161.  }  September  2,1861. 

#  *  *  *  *  '  *  * 

5.  The  Third  Maryland  Volunteer  Battalion  is  hereby  transferred 
from  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Potter  commanding,  to 
the  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hartrauft  commanding,  and  the 
commanding  officer  will  report  for  orders  accordingly. 

0.  The  One  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  is  hereby 
transferred  from  the  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hartranft  com 
manding,  to  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Potter  command 
ing,  and  the  commanding  officer  will  report  for  orders  accordingly 

*  *  *  *  *  *  -  * 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Willcox: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNG-MAX, 
Assista n t  Atlju taut-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — 12.50  <(.  m. 

Brigadier-General  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  yon  hold  your  divis 
ion  in  readiness  to  move  at  daylight  to  the  support  of  General  Ferrero 
should  he  require  it.  General  Hartranft  will  extend  his  lines  so  as  to 
cover  the  ground  now  occupied  by  your  troops  in  case  you  arc  called 
upon  to  move  as  indicated  above.  If  you  arc  called  upon  to  move,  you 
will  do  so  at  once,  commencing  on  the  right,  leaving  General  Hartranft 
to  take  up  the  line.  Your  pickets  will  not  be  relieved  until  after  Gen 
eral  Hartranft  shall  have  got  in  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YO UNO-MAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  OTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  105.  £     Near  Wcldon  Kail  road,  Va.,  September  2,  1S64. 

I.  The  following  regiments,  viz,  Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volun 
teers,  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Fifty-sixth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers, 
having  been  transferred  to  this  division,  are  assigned  as  follows:  To  the 
First  Brigade — Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers,Thirty-tifth  Mas 
sachusetts  Volunteers;  to  the  Second  Brigade — Fifty-sixth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers,  One  hundred  and  seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers. 

II.  The  commanding  officers  of  the  above  regiments  will  report  im 
mediately  to  Col.  John  I.  Curtiu,  commanding  First  Brigade,  and  to 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  G.  Griffin,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  respectively,  as 
assigned  by  paragraph  I  of  this  order. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter: 

SAML.  WEIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — 12.50  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  HARTRANFT, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

GENERAL,:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  be  prepared  at 
daylight  to  extend  your  line  so  as  to  occupy,  besides  your  own  posi 
tion,  the  front  now  covered  by  General  Potter's  division,  should  he  be 
called  upon  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Ferrero.  Should  the 
movement  be  made,  General  Potter's  pickets  can  be  relieved  after  you 
get  fully  into  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjuta nt-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  UDQRS.  THIRD  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  47.  )  Aiketfs  Rouse,  Va.,  September  2,  1864. 

I.  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  1GO,  paragraph  4,  headquar 
ters  Ninth  Army  Corps,  dated  September  1,  1804,  I  hereby  assume 
command  of  the  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  temporarily. 

II.  Capt.  J.  D.  Bertolette,  assistant  adjutant- general,  is  temporarily 
assigned  to  the  division  staff. 

III.  Lieut.  R.  A.  Watts  is  announced  as  aide-de-camp  on  the  staff'  of 
the  general  commanding. 

J.  F.  HARTRANFT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1864 — 12.50  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  should 
you  be  attacked  in  the  morning,  the  Second  Division  and  reserve  bat 
teries  will  be  ready  to  move  to  your  support  at  daylight,  and  he 
requests  that  you  send  him  the  earliest  intelligence  possible  of  any 
movement  of  the  enemy,  toward  daylight,  and  to  have  your  command 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjiitant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

[September  2,  1861}— (i.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

One  of  my  brigades  passed  out  directly  west  from  General  Warren's 
headquarters  at  5  a.  m.  Last  intelligence  it  was  within  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  of  the  Petersburg  and  Dinwiddie  plaiik  road.  But  little 
opposition  encountered.  The  brigade  at  this  time  is  certainly  on  the 
plank  road. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

/September  2,  18(14 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  The  brigade  sent  to  strike  tlie  plank  road  moved  at  a 
rapid  gait,  driving  pickets  before  thorn  and  reached  a  point  less  than 
three-quarters  of  a  inile  from  the  plank  road,  when  it  was  met  by  two 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  a  section  of  artillery.  Skirmishing  began 
when  the  commander  of  the  brigade  learned  that  a  large  force  of  cav 
alry  was  camped  three  miles  south  of  his  position.  The  road  upon 
which  the  brigade  moved  strikes  the  plank  road  two  miles  from  Peters 
burg  and  one  mile  from  the  first  line  of  works.  The  brigade  commander, 
satisfied  that  it  was  impracticable  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  expe 
dition,  returned  with  his  command,  the  enemy  appearing  in  his  rear 
and  using  artillery.  The  cavalry  under  my  command  is  now  massed 
in  rear  of  General  Warren's  headquarters,  where  I  will  await  further 
orders.  The  roads  followed  is  the  same  as  that  leading  from  Wyatt's. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

[September  2,  1864\ — <S  «.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

GENERAL:  Prisoners  captured  inform  me  that  the  whole  of  Dear- 
ing's  brigade  was  at  or  in  rear  of  the  point  where  the  advance  regiments 
were  met;  also  that  at  the  point  where  the  road  followed  by  my  brigade 
strikes  the  plank  road,  and  for  some  distance  below,  the  plank  road  is 
defended  by  earth-works  occupied  by  infantry. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2,  1861 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Ca valry  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  whether  you  have  any 
information  as  to  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  ami  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2,  186-1 — 2.30 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  No  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  has  been  discov 
ered.  The  officers  commanding  pickets  between  railroad  and  plank 
road  have  been  instructed  to  send  information  at  once  to  Major-Geueral 
Hancock.  All  quiet  on  the  cavalry  picket-line. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Cavalry  Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2,  1861 — 3.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  what  your  losses  were,  and 
what  those  of  the  enemy  this  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND*  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff]  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  In  the  attempt  to  reach  the  plank  road  this  morning,  three 
men  of  the  First  Maine  Cavalry  were  wounded.  Three  prisoners  were 
captured  from  the  enemy.  What  other  loss  the  enemy  may  have  had 
is  not  known. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  cavalry  is  very  closely  massed  in  the  only  open  space  within  onr 
lines  in  this  vicinity,  a  space  too  small  for  camping.  If  the  command 
is  to  return  to  its  former  camp  I  would  request  that  I  may  be  permitted 
to  send  a  portion  away  before  dark,  as  the  road  across  to  the  plank 
road  is  very  difficult  to  travel  in  the  dark.  Parties  sent  out  reconnoiter- 
iug  can  discover  no  movement  of  the  enemy  in  a  southwesterly  direction. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HATCHER'S,  YA.,  September  2,  1864. 

(Received  9.20  p.  m.) 
'General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
Is  there  anything  new  in  your  front? 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2,  1864.     (Received  9.50  p.  m.) 
General  ORD: 

No;  nothing  new.  A  column  of  Gregg's  cavalry  made  a  dash  close  to 
the  Boydton  plank  road,  opposite  Warren's  headquarters,  this  morning 
early,  but  found  the  road  guarded.  The  losses  on  both  sides  were  few. 
Nothing  further  during  the  day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major -General.  \ 
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FORT  MONROE  ARSENAL,  A'A., 

September  ^,  AS6'/. 

Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery,  Broadway  Landing: 
SIR:  Your  letter  of  the  2J)th  ultimo  was  received  this  morning,  and 
in  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  13-inch  shells  called  for  in  your  requisi 
tion  of  the  -J3d  instant  were  forwarded  to  City  Point  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  your  requisition.  With  regard  to  the  cartridges  for  the 
4.f>-inch  and  oO-pounder  rilled  gnus,  I  would  state  that  some  of  them 
which  have  been  sent  you  were  prepared  at  this  arsenal  and  some  were 
received  from  New  York  and  other  arsenals.  In  preparing  those  sent 
from  this  arsenal,  cannon  powder  has  been  used  exclusively  for  the  •!-.;")- 
inch  and  mortar  powder  for  the  30-pounders.  No  mixture  of  different 
kinds  of  powder  has  been  used. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EDSON, 
Captain  of  Ordnance,  Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2,  180-1 — 'J  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistan  t  A djutant-  General : 

The  usual  fatigue  details  on  redoubt  and  work  on  camp  police  and 
strengthening  trenches  were  carried  on  yesterday  morning.  The  enemy 
were  discovered  pushing  out  a  sap  from  their  line  to  left  of  Hare  house. 
I  opened  fire  on  it  with  artillery,  which  brought  on  a  general  artillery 
tire  from  batteries  on  each  side.  Our  tire  was  good  and  stopped  the 
work.  The  taking  away  of  two  strong  regiments  and  cavalry  pickets 
from  my  already  attenuated  line  will  compel  me  to  reduce  the  fatigue 
details  on  redoubt.  It  was  my  understanding  that  in  relieving  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  it  should.be  massed,  except  one  division,  to  hold  my 
former  line  at  Spring  Hill  to  support  me  holding  a  threatened  line.  I 
seem  to  be  called  on  for  all  details  and  my  line  is  very  much  reduced. 
I  shall  in  a  few  days  fall  back  to  the  new  line,  holding  advanced  line  by 
pickets. 

1).  15.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  115.  )  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  2,  1S6L 

****#** 

4.  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Jackson,  assistant  inspector-general,  is  hereby 
temporarily  appointed  chief  of  artillery,  and  will  assume  the  duties  of 
that  office,  and  the  command  of  the  Artillery  Brigade,  at  once.  The 
staff  officers  of  the  brigade  will  report  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jack 
son  immediately. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  UDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  108.  (  lie/ore  Petersburg   Va.,  September  ~>,  186 L 

1.  Maj.  Vincent  E.  von  Koerber,  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
detailed  for  duty  as  engineer  officer  of  this  division  and  will  report  for 
instructions  to  these  headquarters. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 
i  A.  TERRY, 

^  1  ,v.v  is  taut  A  djit  ta  n  t-  0  en  era  L 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRK;.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  I'etersburfj,   \'a.,  September  ^,  1S61. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the,  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  occurred 
in  the  dispositions  of  the  reserves  of  the  First  Brigade.  Instructions 
in  regard  to  draining  and  cleaning  the  trenches  have  been  received 
and  are,  being  carried  out.  The  officer  of  the  trenches  yesterday  re 
ported  that  the  enemy  were  engaged  in  running  a  sap  near  the  center 
of  our  line,  which  report  was  at  once  forwarded  to  the  brigadier-gen 
eral  commanding  the  First  Division,  at  whose  direction  Colonel  HOwell 
opened  two  guns  on  the  working  party.  The  camp  of  the  Eighty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  shelled  yesterday  evening,  the 
shell  passing  directly  over  the  brigade  headquarters.  One  man  was 
wounded,  having  his  arm  shot  off.  The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports 
this  morning  all  quiet.  The  enemy  fired  upon  our  line  continually  last 
night,  wounding  one  man  of  the  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers.  Two 
men  from  the  same  regiment  were  wounded  by  a  shell  yesterday.  The 
enemy  is  still  at  work  upon  his  new  ditch  and  fired  from  it  last  night. 
The  line  could  be  much  improved  if  some  sand-bags  were  furnished. 
It  is  quite  weak  in  some  places.  The  casualties  named  are  all  that  oc 
curred  in  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  POND, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Ohio   Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,   Va.,  September  2,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  AV.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours  there  have  been  no  unusual  movements  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  right  of  my  line  the  troops  are  engaged  in  policing, 
strengthening,  and  raising  the  parapets  and  cutting  abatis  to  be  placed 
on  that  front;  on  the  center,  Colonel  Barton's  brigade  in  policing 
trenches,  &c. ;  on  my  left,  in  raising  and  strengthening  the  parapets 
and  draining  the  low  ground  mentioned  in  Captain  Briscoe's  report 
A  covered  way  is  nearly  completed  from  the  reserves  to  the  trenches, 
materially  shortening  the  distance  heretofore  necessary  to  go  in  order 
to  reach  the  front.  Sinks  have  been  dug  some  distance  to  the  rear, 
connected  with  the  trenches  by  a  covered  way. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

K.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
43  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  II 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
September  3,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  telegraph  line  between  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  being  broken 
we  have  had  nothing  south  of  Nashville  to-day,  and  the  next  intelli 
gence  from  Atlanta  may  come  through  the  Richmond  papers.  If  you 
get  anything  from  that  source  please  transmit  to  this  Department. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  3,  186-1 — 6.30  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  mr) 
lion.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  S~ary: 

It  is  impossible  at  this  time  to  say  what  effect  Sherman's  victory  may 
have  on  the  time  of  undertaking  the  enterprise  you  speak  of. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  ,?,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:    Two  deserters  from  Finegan's   and    one   from    Harris' 
brigade  report  no  change  within  the  enemy's  lines.     They  have  heard 
of  no  troops  arriving  at  Petersburg,  either  by  rail  or  in  any  other  way. 
They  left  their  picket-line  last  night  and  arrived  here  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  ike. 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE,  September  3,  186-1 — 11  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

About  fifty  horses  are  grazing  iu  front  of  Whitehead's  Factory.  A 
train  of  cars  is  now  standing  on  the  Richmond  railroad  opposite  this 
place  and  about  one-third  of  a  mile  from  Archer's  battery  toward 
Petersburg.  Many  soldiers  without  arms  and  citizens  are  going  from 
Petersburg  on  the  railroad  towrard  the  train.  There  is  a  rebel  station 
of  observation  in  a  small  house  in  front  of  the  train.  The  enemy  are 
still  at  work  on  Archer's  battery;  also  on  the  earth-work  opposite  the 
Rushmore  house.  Three  limbers  for  heavy  pieces  are  in  the  works. 
The  rebel  signal  officer  reports  the  drilling  of  cavalry  and  artillery  near 
Cobb's.  Wagons  moving  to  and  from  Bermuda  Hundred  and  over 
pontoon.  I  send  his  last  message. 

Colonel  VKXAHI.E: 
No  farther  movement.    I  report  every  movement  as  KOOU  as  it  takes  place. 

R., 
Sergeant  at  C. 

T.  R.  CLARK, 

Captain  and  Signal  Office). 
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[Iiidorsement.] 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  within  is  forwarded.     Perhaps  some  portions  may  be  of  interest. 

B.  F.  FISHEE, 

Major. 


SEPTEMBER  ;{,  1864 — ~>.3i)  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

A  new  line  of  works  appeared  this  morning  extending  along  the 
ridge  of  the  high  ground  near  Petersburg.  It  forms  a  second  continu 
ous  line  from  rear  of  exploded  fort  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  left. 
Enemy  are  at  work  on  exploded  fort  and  at  other  points  to  left. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Since  last  report  little  has  been  done  on  my  lines.  I  received  no  noti 
fication  as  to  whether  there  was  any  necessity  for  the  troops  remaining 
in  readiness  to  move  during  the  day,  and  was  therefore  able  to  work 
but  a  small  party.  I  have,  however,  about  _J,500  men  at  work  this 
morning,  and  am  now  occupying  the  fort  at  the  Strong  house,  and  have 
moved  forward  and  occupied  the  rifle-pit  now  being  constructed 
between  it  and  Fort  Crawford.  The  Ninth  Corps  have  not  taken  any 
steps  apparently  to  connect  on  the  other  side. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1861.     (Received  7.15  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  Ninth  Corps  have  not  come  forward  to  the  fort  yet.'   My  line  has 
gone  forward,  and  I  think  they  should  have  a  practical  connection. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  5,  1864.     (Sent  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major  General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  delay  in  the  connection  of  the  Ninth  Corps  line  with  the  Strong 
house  redoubt  was  perhaps  unavoidable,  or  from  some  misapprehension. 
It  will  be  made  to-morrow  morning  the  nrst  thing. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  o,  18(>-1. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  MORGAN, 

Inspector- General,  /Second  Corps: 

No  system  of  designation  lias  been  established  for  redoubts  and  bat 
teries.  It  is  the  custom  to  designate  them  from  their  locality  as  the 
Strong  house  redoubt,  or  from  their  character,  as  the  redan  or  the 
fourteen-gun  battery,  or  the  large  redoubt  of  the  plank  road.  No 
name  has  been  selected  for  the  redoubt  near  the  Strong  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Waff. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  o,  Itiu'L 

Col.  ROBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Ilriaade: 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
the  part  of  the  new  parapet  nearest  the  fort  is  seen  by  the  enemy. 
Brush  should  be  thrown  up  in  front  of  it.  The  troops  in  camping  will 
leave  a  street  between  their  front  tents  and  the  parapet,  so  that  it  can 
be  used  as  a  parade  ground  and  for  the  passage  of  troops  along  the 
rifle-pits.  Streets  will  be  cut  to  the  rear  without  delay,  so  that  every 
regiment  will  have  a  road  to  pass  to  the  rear  in  case  they  are  moved  at 
any  time.  An  abatis  of  sharpened  timber  or  stakes  will  be  put  up 
about  1200  yards  in  front  of  the  riHe-pits  and  paths  made  for  the  pickets 
to  pass  in  and  out.  There  are  some  old  rifle-pits  near  the  fort  in  front 
of  your  new  rifle-pits,  which  you  will  destroy.  You  will  also  prepare 
aii  abatis  and  place  it  in  front  of  the  fort. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES   II.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  Pierce,  Second  Brigade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  ISb'-l. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Third  Division  (Crawford's)  moved 
out  yesterday  at  3  a.  in.  to  support  the  movement  of  General  Gregg's 
cavalry.  The  division  returned  to  its  former  camp  about  7  a.  in.  Two 
officers,  First  Lieutenant  Buckingham,  One  hundred  and  forty-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  Green,  Fifth  New  York  Volun 
teers,  were  shot  by  rebel  sharpshooters  yesterday  morning  at  the  picket- 
line  near  the  Davis  house.  Lieutenant  Buckingham  died  from  the 
wound  received.  Everything  very  quiet  during  the  day  and  night. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General,  Com mandlng. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

While  in  my  present  position  I  deem  it  necessary  that  I  should  have 
an  additional  force  of  cavalry  under  my  direct  command  of  at  least  200 
men.  General  Gregg  is  distant  from  me,  and  only  pickets  from  the 
railroad  around  to  the  eastward,  and  I  continually  wish  information 
from  the  west  and  southwest.  I  got  no  information  the  other  day  when 
the  enemy's  cavalry  drove  our  pickets  in  before  the  enemy  himself 
appeared,  and  if  our  cavalry  pickets  should  be  driven  in  there  by  a  line 
of  battle  of  infantry  I  should  have  no  notice  at  all.  My  escort  amounts 
to  only  fifty,  and  this  for  patrolling-,  provost  duty,  &c.,  within  the  lines 
gives  me  nothing  to  send  out. 
Respectfully. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  3,  18 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

General  Gregg  has  been  directed  to  send  the  detachment  of  200  cav 
alry  asked  for  by  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864. 
Major  DUANE, 

Engineer  Corps : 

Your  fort  on  the  road  north  of  my  headquarters  has  the  defects  on 
its  north  and  south  fronts  that  I  cautioned  you  against.  The  flank 
angle  is  in  the  prolongation  of  the  interior  crest  of  the  face  of  the 
bastion  that  flank  is  made  for.  It  should  have  been  on  the  prolonga 
tion  of  the  exterior  crest  or  between  that  and  the  prolongation  of  the 
scarp.  By  your  present  arrangement  the  flank  is  unduly  increased, 
the  interior  space  correspondingly  diminished,  and  the  excess  of  earth 
in  front  of  the  curtain,  which  perfect  flanking  arrangement  requires  to 
be  removed,  is  very  much  increased  in  amount.  On  the  whole,  the 
defect  1  speak  of  is  one  which  diminishes  the  interior  space  (a  thing 
always  to  be  avoided),  increases  the  length  of  the  parapet  and  labor  of 
construction  without  benefit,  and  increases  the  dead  spaces  in  front  of 
the  curtain.  Your  west  front  was  so  far  from  meeting  flanking  princi 
ples  that  I  remodeled  it  myself.  Your  east  front  has  no  flanking 
arrangements,  though  it  admitted  of  the  same  as  I  placed  on  the  west 
front.  What  I  consider  errors  in  this  work  I  have  seen  committed 
before,  and  would  invite  your  attention  to  them  for  the  sake  of  all 
concerned. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

(Same  to  Captain  Ho  well.) 
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OFFICE  OF  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
ARMIES  OPERATING  AGAINST  RICHMOND,  VA.. 

September  3,  1864. 
Major-Gcneral  WARREN: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  When  the  family  of  refugees  sent  in  by  you 
came  in  I  found  they  bad  an  abundance  of  Southern  States  money,  but 
otherwise  were  destitute  of  pecuniary  means.  The  young  child  had 
the  whooping"  cough,  and  two  of  the  children  were  without  shoes.  Tiie 
papers  I  could  have  given  them  would  probably  have  insured  their 
being  forwarded  to  Philadelphia,  with  sundry  delays  while  waiting  on 
officials  at  sundry  points.  Besides,  I  had  no  way  of  providing  for  their 
subsistence,  and  on  deliberation  I  handed  to  Mrs.  Flowers  the  sum  of 
$100,  as  I  gathered  from  your  note  that  the  boys  had  really  rendered 
you  service.  It  seemed  to  me  that  such  people  should  not  go  forward 
as  mendicants,  and  I  thought  you  would  approve  it.  If  this  be  so, 
will  you  please  sign  the  within  and  return  them,  to  me  through  adju 
tant-general's  office  ? 

Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  II.  SIIAEPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  3,  1SC4. 
Brigadier-General  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  Will  you  have  directions  given  to  the  brigade  camped 
near  the  fort  on  our  left  to  be  prepared  to  occupy  it  at  short  notice,  to 
clear  the  entrance  through  the  camp,  so  that  artillery  can  enter  and 
throw  any  abatis  that  may  be  inside  the  fort  outside  of  the  ditch  on 
the  northwest  and  southwest  fronts  f 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1861 — 'J  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  All  roads  in  front  of  the  corps  have  been  well  blockaded. 
Scouts  report  no  change  in  the  enemy's  line  this  morning. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  3,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanaincj  Ninth  Corps: 

Please  have  the  connection  of  your  ride-pits  with  the  redoubt  at  the 
Strong  house  made  to-day  and  the  line  occupied. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS: 

Your  dispatch  received.  My  line  does  not  extend  to  the  redoubt  at 
the  Strong  house.  There  are  troops  of  Second  Corps  on  my  right.  If 
an  engineer  otlicer  will  meet  me  1  svill  arrange  my  line  so  as  to  make 
the  connection. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  3,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  learns  that  the  line  of  the  Ninth  Corps  is 
not  yet  connected  with  the  Strong  house  redoubt.  He  desires  to  know 
why  the  delay  occurs. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Hartranft,  who  will  please 
return  with  remarks. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Willcox: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

No  axes  could  be  procured  until  nearly  night  to  cut  timber  for  the 
work,  but  every  preparation  was  made  to  connect  the  line  early  in  the 
morning. 

J.  F.  HARTRANFT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  I  have  to  state  that  a  messenger  from  an 
engineer  officer  reported  to  me  about  3  p.  in.  that  the  new  line  was 
staked  out  and  that  he  was  sent  to  show  its  location.  This  was  the 
first  information  since  my  dispatch  to  you  this  morning.  I  at  once  sent 
him  to  General  Hartranft  with  an  officer  and  orders  to  go  to  work  at 
once  and  occupy  the  line  this  morning.  But  the  general  reported  about 
5  o'clock  that  the  tools  were  all  in  use.  You  will  remember  the  left  of 
the  line  is  being  rebuilt.  Meantime  tools  are  got  up  and  the  work  shall 
be  prosecuted  with  vigor  to-morrow. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  TIIE  POTOMAC, 

September  3,  1SG4. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  detachment 
of  200  cavalry  to  report  for  duty  to  Major-General  Warren,  until  further 
orders. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD  : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  have  just  received  the  Richmond  paper  and 
thank  you  for  it.  Nothing  new.  I  have  just  had  some  prisoners;  they 
say  everything  is  quiet.  The  enemy's  brigades  do  not,  I  find,  number 
more  than  400  to  GOO  men  so  far  as  I  have  examined  the  prisoners,  and 
I  have  had  many. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


WATER  BATTERY,  September  5,  1864 — 11  a.  tn. 
Captain  NORTON, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Butler's  Headquarter*: 

The  rebs  are  evidently  building  a  magazine  in  their  new  works  this 
a.  m.  They  have  a  line  of  short  rifle-pits  intrenching  from  the  works 
to  the  river. 

PARTRIDGE, 

Signal  Officer. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  30.  }  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  3, 1S64. 

Capt.  C.  M.  Robins,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  volunteers,  is  hereby 
announced  as  the  acting  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  corps. 
By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Biruey : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Nothing  new  on  our  lines.  During  cheering  of  troops  as  to  Atlanta 
news  the  enemy  opened  upon  us.  This  caused  a  little  more  than  usual 
firing.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGilvery,  my  chief  of  artillery,  died  sud 
denly  yesterday  from  effects  of  chloroform  taken  during  amputation  of 
linger,  wounded  at  battle  Deep  Bottom.  I  have  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Jackson,  acting  chief  artillery. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  3,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  AV.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours  there  has  been  no  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  on 
my  front  or  change  in  the  disposition  of  my  own  command.  The  troops 
of  Colonel  Curtis'  brigade  are  engaged  in  strengthening  and  repairing 
the  intrenchmeuts  and  abatis.  Colonel  Barton's  line  being  situated  on 
higher  ground  is  more  easily  repaired,  and  the  improvements  in  prog 
ress  on  the  intrenchmeuts  and  for  policing  are  nearly  completed.  A 
portion  of  Colonel  Osborn's  line  is  on  low  ground  and  requires  consid 
erable  time  and  labor  to  put  it  in  proper  order.  His  troops  are  engaged 
in  raising  the  parapet  and  forming  a  suitable  banquette.  I  copy  the 
following  extract  from.  Colonel  Osborn's  report  regarding  policing  011 
his  part  of  the  line: 

By  persistent  efforts  in  the  last-named  my  trenches  have  been  brought  from  the 
extremely  filthy  condition  in  which  1  found  them  to  a  state  in  which  it  is  possible 
for  men  to  live  with  the  hope  of  retaining  their  health.  As  they  are  in  a  hollow, 
the  drainage  ia  very  difficult,  but  I  hope  to  succeed  in  accomplishing  it  by  running 
a  drain  200  or  300  yards  to  the  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTEE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  3,  1S64 — 8  p.  m. 
Captain  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Division  : 

CAPTAIN:  A  report  has  just  come  in  from  Major  Baker  from  Syca 
more  Church.*  He  reports  that  a  train  of  two  wagons,  escorted  by  a 
non-commissioned  officer  and  six  men,  was  attacked  whilst  returning 
from  his  camp  to  these  headquarters;  three  of  the  men  and  six 
of  the  mules  were  captured.  A  force  was  sent  in  pursuit  that  came 
upon  the  enemy  in  superior  force  and  there  was  a  severe  tight.  Cap 
tain  Hamilton,  who  was  in  command  of  the  pursuing  party,  was  com 
pelled  to  fall  back  with  the  loss  of  1  man  killed  and  3  wounded. 
Captain  Hamilton  was  slightly  wounded.  The  report  does  not  state 
either  time  or  place,  and  is  rather  indefinite.  Major  Baker  does  not 
ask  for  assistance.  I  infer  that  it  occurred  early  this  morning  as  the 
regiment  was  taking  up  its  position  at  Sycamore  Church.  I  have  sent 
for  further  particulars. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  3,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com 
manding. 

All  quiet  on  the  line  of  the  Second  Division. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 

"  See  Part  I,  p.  842. 
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HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.  CAVALRY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  3,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division : 

GENERAL:  General  Gregg  directs  me  to  ask  what  portion  of  the 
right  of  your  line  he  shall  relieve  when  you  send  the  eight  companies 
of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  to  this  command,  and  when 
you  purpose  sending  them.  This  question  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
time  and  the  point  to  be  taken  up  by  this  division.  Your  communica 
tion  received  just  now.  Ascertain  particulars.  Latest  news  from  At 
lanta  say  that  Hood  left  his  works,  went  and  fought  Sherman,  and  was 
whipped.  The  corps  which  Sherman  left  in  front  Atlanta  marched 
into  Atlanta,  and  occupies  the  place.  Very  quiet  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  4,  1864. 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

A  line  should  be  selected  at  once  in  rear  of  our  present  line,  and  fac 
ing  from  it,  which  can  be  taken  at  any  time  if  the  enemy  should  come 
in  from  the  rear.  Some  preparation  should  also  be  taken  to  make  it 
defensible.  If  Major  Duane  is  not  able  for  such  duty  no  one  could 
select  such  a  line  better  than  General  Humphreys. 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  4,  1864. 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

A  scout  sent  from  Washington  to  Gordonsville,  and  who  left  the  lat 
ter  place  on  the  1st  instant,  reports  that  Early's  forces  commenced 
passing  there  on  the  28th,  on  their  way  to  Richmond,  and  were  still 
passing  when  he  left.  They  avowed  their  purpose  of  driving  us  from 
the  Weldon  road.  Breckinridge  was  left  in  the  Valley  with  orders  to 
hold  it.  A  close  watch  must  be  kept  upon  the  enemy,  and  every  prep 
aration  made  to  receive  an  attack.  My  own  impression  is  that  if  the 
enemy  attack,  and  I  expect  it,  he  will  hold  his  present  lines  from  the 
James  River  to  the  Weldon  road  witli  a  force  not  exceeding  three 
divisions.  With  the  balance  they  will  likely  march  entirely  around 
our  left  and  attack  in  rear  near  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  Should 
they  do  so,  all  our  troops  to  the  left  of  the  point  of  attack  should  be 
instructed  to  move  at  once  against  the  enemy,  leaving  only  garrisons 
for  the  inclosed  works.  All  troops  to  the  right  should  also  be  taken  to 
lace  the  enemy,  leaving  not  to  exceed  2,000  men  to  the  mile  to  hold 
the  intrenchments.  With  proper  vigilance  the  cavalry  will  be  able  to 
give  timely  notice  of  the  point  of  attack,  if  made. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 

Your  two  dispatches  received.  Immediate  arrangements  will  be 
made  to  meet  the  contingency  promptly.  The  lookout  at  Friend's 
house  reported  to-day  a  column  of  troops,  2,500  strong,  moving  on  the 
road  from  Richmond  to  Petersburg. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  will  be  at  your  headquarters  at  10.30  to-morrow  (Monday).  Gen 
eral  Grant  wishes  me  to  consult  you  and  Major  Duane  about  a  line  in 
our  rear. 

J.  G.  BARXAED, 

Brevet  Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  Finegan's  brigade,  who  left  his  picket- 
line  last  night,  reports  no  changes  within  the  enemy's  lines.     He  has 
heard  nothing  indicating  the  recent  arrival  or  departure  of  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain. 

P.  S. — There  are  110  regiments,  or  twenty-two  brigades,  in  our  front 
(south  of  Appomattox  River).     By  general  comparison  of  deserters' 
statements  1  judge  that  these  regiments  do  not  average  200  men  each. 
Respectfully. 

J.  McE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Mahone's  division,  who  left  their 
picket-post  this  morning  about  sunrise,  just  arrived  here,  and  report 
no  changes  in  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Law's  brigade,  of  Field's 
division,  is  lying  in  a  ravine  in  rear  of  Mahone.  One  of  these  men  has 
friends  in  the  brigade,  and  saw  them  there  last  evening.  They  have 
been  lying  in  that  position  since  General  Hancock's  fight  at  Keams' 
Station,  and  informant  states  that  while  he  was  with  the  Fourth  Ala 
bama  (Law's  brigade)  last  evening  they  received  orders  to  be  ready  to 
march  at  a  moment's  notice.  Other  slight  indications  that  another 
tight  was  in  prospect  induced  these  men  to  leave  this  morning.  One 
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of  these  men,  from  Ninth  Alabama,  states  that  there  are  eighty-seven 
muskets  in  his  regiment,  and  not  more  than  GOO  in  the  brigade.  He  is  an 
intelligent  man,  and  has  a  good  general  idea  of  enemy's  organization. 
He  is  certain  that  the  brigades  of  Mahone's  division  do  not  average 
800  men,  and  from  general  observation,  he  thinks,  the  other  brigades  in 
Hill's  corps  very  little  larger.  The  brigades  of  Lee's  army,  he  thinks, 
will  not  average  1,000  men.  Law's  brigade,  he  thinks,  is  the  only  one 
of  Field's  in  our  front.  Neither  of  these  men  have  heard  of  the  arrival 
of  troops  from  Early  or  elsewhere.  Provisions  for  Mahoue's  division 
are  all  cooked  near  the  South  Side  Railroad  depot  and  carried  to  the 
front  every  night  by  the  cooks.  It  is  from  them  that  the  men  generally 
get  the  news,  and  they  think  had  any  troops  arrived  there  by  rail  they 
would  have  heard  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  tfcc. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  4,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

At  12  m.  a  train  of  twelve  wagons  loaded  with  forage  came  from  our 
left,  moving  toward  Petersburg.     Enemy's  lines  unusually  quiet. 

II.  W.  FITLTON. 


SEPTEMBER  4,  1SG4 — 7  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

There  has  been  considerable  stir  in  enemy's  lines  this  p.  in.,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  catch  any  movement  of  account.  One  piece  of 
artillery  and  caisson  moved  out  of  town  toward  the  left  at  3  p.  in. 
Several  small  squads  of  infantry  moving  in  different  directions  all 
p.  m.,  but  nothing  heavy. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  >  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  240.  j  September  4, 186-1. 

The  leave  of  absence  recently  granted  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  White,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  by  the  commander  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  is  extended  ten  days. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Parke: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  1861. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

The  following  dispatch*  from   the   lieutenant-general  commanding 
the  armies  in  the  field  is  sent  for  your  information  and  guidance.    Tue 

*  See  Grant  to  Parko,  begiimiiig — A  liiio,  &c.,  p.  682. 
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major-general  commanding  directs  that  corps  commanders  holding  on 
the  left  of  the  plank  road  so  arrange  their  troops  and  artillery  on  the 
left  of  that  road  that  they  may  be  withdrawn  promptly,  with  the  excep 
tion  of  the  garrisons  and  armaments  of  the  inclosed  works,  which  will 
remain  to  hold  the  line.  The  corps  commanders  holding  on  the  right 
of  the  plank  road  will  so  arrange  their  troops  as  to  be  able  at  any  mo 
ment  to  withdraw  all  but  L',000  men  to  the  mile,  and  move  them 
promptly  to  meet  an  attack  from  the  rear.  They  will  also  keep  in  view 
the  contingency  of  holding  the  line  solely  with  the  inclosed  works  as 
far  as  the  Hare  house.  Their  reserve  artillery  will  likewise  be  held 
ready  to  move.  A  line  will  be  at  once  selected  in  rear  of  the  line  now 
held  upon  which  to  meet  an  attack  upon  the  rear.  Due  notice  will  be 
given  of  the  positions  to  be  occupied  in  it  by  the  different  corps  upon 
the  happening  of  such  contingency. 

A.  A.  HUMPHKEYS, 
Major-General  ftnd  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  Generals  Warren,  Birney,  and  Willcox.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  •/,  1S64 — 0.35 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK: 

The  following  dispatch*  has  just  been  received  from  Licutenant- 
General  Grant.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  cause  the 
instructions  it  conveys  to  be  at  once  complied  with  so  far  as  your  com 
mand  is  concerned. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Same  to  Major-General  Birney.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

In  view  of  the  information  you  send  I  would  like  to  suggest  the  ex 
pediency  of  putting  a  redoubt  at  the  Smith  house  and  one  at  the 
Williams  house,  if  time  permits,  [sic]  the  road  from  the  plank  road  to 
ward  Guiiey's,  properly  Smith's,  which  is  in  a  considerable  clearing 
on  high  ground.  There,  also,  are  roads  more  or  less  good  running  to 
the  railroad. 

WINFD  S.  IIAXCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Command  intj  Second  Corps  : 

A  line  will  be  thrown  up  at  once  from  Warren's  left  to  the  Williams 
house,  and  cover  for  as  much  artillery  as  can  be  established  at  the 

*See  Grant  to  Parke,  beginning — A  scout,  «fcc.,  p.  682. 
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Williams  house  and  Smith  house:  redoubts  will  be  put  up  there  if 
time  admits,  which  is  doubtful.  The  redoubt  at  the  Gurley  house  will 
be  worked  at  to-night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \     HDQRS.  ARTY.  BRIG.,  I'D  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  143.  J  September  -i,  1861. 

#  *  *  #  *  *  * 

The  batteries  ou  the  line  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  short  notice, 
but  will  not  hitch  and  harness  until  further  orders.  Batteries  not  on 
the  line  will  be  ready  to  move  at  very  short  notice,  but  will  not  hitch 
and  harness  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Maj.  JolmG.  Hazard: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQRS.  ARTY.  BRIG.,  2o  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  143.  )  September  -1,  1S6-1. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard,  Capt.  F.  M. 
Edgell,  First  New  Hampshire  Battery,  senior  officer,  will  assume  com 
mand  of  the  brigade.  ' 
By  command  of  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION.  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  -1,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  3d  instant  I  would  state  that 
General  Meade,  in  conversation  at  my  headquarters  on  the  morning 
after  the  battle  at  Beams'  Station,  did  say  that  you  had  from  1(5,000  to 
20,000  troops  at  your  command.  To  make  this  number  it  was  under 
stood  that  he  (General  Meade)  included  General  Willcox's  division,  of 
the  Ninth  Corps,  and  the  parts  of  two  brigades  from  this  division,  which 
were  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  hold  your 
line  with  not  more  than  2,000  men  to  the  mile  of  intrenchments  on  the 
right  of  the  plank  road.  On  the  lett  preparations  will  be  made  to  hold 
the  lines  by  means  of  the  redoubt  on  the  plank  road  and  the  one  at  the 
Strong  house  and  the  usual  picket.  To  this  end  the  abatis  will  be  per 
fected  and  the  ground  cleared  as  well  as  practicable,  to  allow  the  forts 
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to  have  a  fair  sweep.  Any  remains  of  old  intrenchments  on  this  front 
must  be  taken  down.  The  general  desires  yon  to  select  a  good  reliable 
commander  for  each  of  these  forts.  The  one  at  the  Strong  house  will 
be  garrisoned  by  about  400  and  Fort  Crawford  by  about  (500  men.  Fur 
ther  instructions  will  be  given  after  an  examination  of  the  line  in  the 
morning,  but  meanwhile  you  are  requested  to  keep  your  men  at  work 
as  indicated.  These  preparations  are  very  necessary,  as  information 
has  been  received  that  Uarly  has  retired  from  the  Valley  and  an  attack 
is  expected  in  the  direction  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  which  it  will 
require  all  available  troops  to  meet.  The  general  would  like  the  picket- 
line  of  the  enemy  in  your  front  disposed  of  as  soon  as  you  consider  the 
nights  favorable.  He  also  wishes  you  to  caution  your  commanders  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  reporting  any  changes  in  their  dis 
positions  of  troops. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\VM.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  -1,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  DE  TROBRIAND, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

GENERAL:  It  is  reported  that  General  Early,  with  his  corps,  is  com 
ing  down  and  will  probably  make  an  attack  on  or  near  the  Jerusalem 
plank  road.  You  will  make  arrangements  so  that  you  can  hold  the  works 
with  about  one-half  of  your  brigade  and  the  artillery.  You  may  have 
to  withdraw  the  balance  at  anytime.  The  instructions  are  to  hold  the 
intrenchments  with  2,000  men  to  a  mile.  I  estimate  your  front  at 
about  one-half  a  mile,  and  think  the  above  number  can  be  withdrawn. 
You  will  caution  your  command  to  be  very  watchful  and  report  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  -i,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  K.  TIERCE, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

GENERAL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  reported  that  General  Early,  with  his  corps,  is  coming  down 
and  will  probably  make  an  attack  on  or  near  the  Jerusalem  plank  road. 
You  will  select  a  good  reliable  commander  for  the  fort  near  the  Strong 
house.  You  may  have  to  withdraw  your  command,  with  the  exception 
of  400  men  for  the  garrison  at  the  fort,  and  your  pickets  at  any  moment. 
In  the  meantime  you  will  keep  your  men  at  work  to  perfect  the  abatis, 
and  have  the  ground  cleared  so  that  the  guns  at  the  fort  will  have  a 
fair  sweep.  Any  remains  of  old  intrenchments  in  front  should  be  taken 
down.  You  will  caution  your  command  to  be  very  watchful  and  report 
any  movement  of  the  enemy  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CONFIDENTIAL.  |     HDQRS.  THIRD  l)iv.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  -jf,  186-1. 
Col.  ROBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Command  in;/  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  1  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  it  is  reported  that  General  Early  is  coming  down  and 
will  likely  make  an  attack  on  or  near  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  You 
will  perfect  the  abatis  in  your  front  and  around  the  fort.  A  good  com 
mander  will  be  selected  for  the  fort  and  a  garrison  of  COO  men  for  the 
same.  It  may  be  necessary  to  withdraw  the  rest  of  your  forces,  with 
the  exception  of  your  picket-line,  at  any  moment.  In  the  meanwhile 
keep  your  men  at  work  as  above,  and  have  the  ground  cleared  as  well 
as  practicable  to  allow  the  forts  to  have  a  fair  sweep.  Any  old  breast 
works  in  your  front  will  be  destroyed. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  II.  LOCKWO01), 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

You  will  instruct  your  picket  to  be  very  watchful  and  your  men  vig 
ilant,  and  report  promptly  to  these  headquarters  any  movements  or 
changes  of  the  enemy. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  /,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  occurred  in 
my  front  during  yesterday  or  last  night.  Details  numbering  2,100 
men  were  at  work  yesterday  on  the  defenses. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  -1,  1864 — 9. -10  a.  )n. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Two  deserters  from  Cobb's  Legion  (Georgia  cavalry)  came  in  last 
evening.  They  say  they  belong  in  Maine,  and  were  conscripted  about 
three  months  ago.  They  are  now  on  their  way  to  army  headquarters, 
mounted  on  their  own  horses. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  -1,  186-1 — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  has  taken  place  on 
my  line  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours.     Scouting  parties  report  the 
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enemy  still  in  our  front,  but  not  in  large  force ;  one  of  their  vedette  posts 
was  found  this  morn  ing-  abandoned.     I  inclose  a  document  printed  in 
German,  picked. up  between  our  lines  and  those,  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ]STINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff\  Army  of  the   Potomac  : 

The  following  report  has  been  received  from  the  Third  Division  officer 
of  the  day : 

The  picket-line  of  Second  Brigade  has  been  advanced  100  yards  in  advance  of  the 
ground  occupied  this  morning.  The  lines  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade  and  right 
of  Third  Brigade  were  advanced  to  form  a  complete  connection.  Scouts  were  sent 
out.  On  return  report  the  enemy's  vedettes  on  the  edge  of  the  woods;  also  report 
the  enemy  very  busy  at  work  oil  fortifications  300  yards  beyond  the  vedettes. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XIKTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  4,  1X64.     (lleceived  1.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Hartranft  reports  that  the  work  connecting  with  the  redoubt 
at  the  Strong  house  will  be  entirely  completed  this  afternoon. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  at  once  have  all  the 
force  possible  put  upon  the  construction  of  the  redoubt  at  the  Gurley  house 
and  upon  the  line  from  the  Gurley  house  to  Warren's  left,  and  that  the 
work  be  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Major  Michler 
will  have  the  line  from  the  Gurley  house  to  the  Williams  house  staked 
out  to-morrow  morning  and  will  inform  you  as  soon  as  it  is  done.  The 
commanding  general  directs  that  you  at  once  put  upon  it  as  strong  work 
ing  parties  as  practicable  and  have  it  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  can  put  about  3,000  colored  troops  on  the  work  at  the  Gurley  house 
and  line  connecting  with  Warren  in  the  morning.  Five  hundred  white 
troops  arc  detailed  for  the  corduroy  road  and  it  will  require  a  cousider- 
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able  force  to  slash  trees  in  front  of  the  new  line  toward  Petersburg  so 
as  to  give  an  unobstructed  view  from  one  main  redoubt  to  the  other. 
As  soon  as  a  line  is  staked  out  from  the  Gurley  to  Williams  house  I 
will  throw  on  it  all  the  available  white  troops,  say  two-thirds,  exclusive 
of  the  parties  on  the  road.  Please  telegraph  me  if  this  arrangement  is 
satisfactory  to  the  major-general  commanding. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  - 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  work  on  the  Gurley  house  redoubt  and 
the  line  from  there  to  Warren's  line  should  be  commenced  at  once  and 
continued  through  the  night.  The  slashing  you  mentioned  should  be 
continued  to-morrow.  One-half  the  available  white  troops  for  the  line 
between  the  Gurley  and  Williams  house  would  be  better  than  two- 
thirds. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  4,  18C-1. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Major  Duane  says  the  engineer  officer  who  staked  the  work  out  is  at 
the  Gurley  house  with  the  engineer  company  there.  He  belongs  to  the 
Fiftieth  New  York.  Major  Duauc  is  instructed  to  order  him  to  report 
to  you  in  person  at  once. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  4,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 
GENERAL:  All  quiet  along  cavalry  line  of  pickets. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brifja d  ie r- Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

.September  J,  1864. — 8.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

Information  has  been  received  of  the  passage  through  Gordonsville, 
on  their  way  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  of  a  large  part  of  Early's 
troops,  beginning  on  the  28th  ultimo  and  continuing  when  the  inform 
ant  left  there  on  the  1st  instant.  The  lieutenant-general  commanding 
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the  armies  in  the  field  anticipates  an  attack,  and  from  the  rear,  and  the 
major-general  commanding  enjoins  strict  vigilance  on  the  part  of  all 
the  troops,  but  especialy  upon  the  cavalry.  Please  let  me  know  with 
some  detail  the  line  of  cavalry  pickets,  and  have  them  pushed  out  as 
far  as  practicable,  particularly  on  the  west  and  southwest.  The  various 
attacks  on  the  cavalry  pickets  a  few  days  ago  may  have  been  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  mode  of  approaching  and  attacking 
our  rear,  and  the  pickets  should,  therefore,  be  pushed  out  farther. 
Please  enjc.n  upon  all  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  rapid  communica 
tion  of  intelligence  of  the  enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  4,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

In  the  event  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy  on  our  rear,  it  is  probable 
their  cavalry  would  endeavor  to  cross  the  Blackwater  at  some  points 
below  where  we  hold,  and  come  up  upon  our  trains  between  City  Point 
and  our  lines.  Please  keep  this  in  view  as  among  the  contingencies. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  87.  \  City  Point,  Va.,  September  1,  1864. 

******* 

IV.  On  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability,  leave  of  absence  for  fifteen 
days  is  hereby  granted  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps. 

V.  Maj.  Gen.  John  Gibbon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  temporarily 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

By  command  of  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assis-tan t  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  4,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  SETH  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  received  from  the 
signal  officer : 

3.50  P.  M. 

The  lookout  at  Friend's  house  reports  a  column  of  troops  2,500  strong,  with  four 
stand  of  colors,  coining  from  Itichmoud  toward  Petersburg. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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CITY  POINT,  September  -J,  1M4. 
Colonel  SHAFFER, 

General  Butler's  Headquarters : 

Lieutenant  General  Grant  desires  me  to  ask  if  any  rebel  troops  have 
been  seen  from  the  Point  of  Hocks  observatory  moving  from  Itichmond 
toward  Petersburg.  If  so,  in  what  force  and  at  what  times? 

C.  B.  COM  STOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aidc-de-Canip. 


HDQKS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  -1,  lti(j-l — 7.30  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  COMSTOCK, 

Aide-de-Camp,  City  Point : 

There  have  been  no  troops  seen  moving  from  the  signal  tower. 

K.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  -./,  lSf>4. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  dispatches  received  from  Lieutcnant- 
Gcueral  Grant  and  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac:  An  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  drive  us  from  the  Weldon  road  is  antici 
pated.  It  is  thought  they  will  march  around  our  lei't  and  attack  us  in 
rear.  Should  they  do  so,  all  our  troops  to  the  left  of  the  point  of  attack 
will  move  against  the  enemy,  leaving  only  garrisons  in  the  inclosed 
works.  The  troops  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road  will  be  so  arranged 
as  to  be  able  to  be  withdrawn  at  any  moment,  all  but  2,000  men  to  the 
mile,  and  move  promptly  to  meet  an  attack  from  the  rear.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  hold  the  line  as  far  as  the  Ilare  house  solely  with  the 
inclosed  works. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutan t- General. 


IIDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg^  Va.,  September  4,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  of  the  corps  during  the  last  twenty-four 
hours:  The  enemy  opened  lire  upon  the  batteries  on  the  extreme  left, 
but  with  little  effect,  and  were  soon  silenced.  There  was  but  little 
firing  on  the  right  during  the  day.  Captain  Biggs'  battery  (H),  Third 
New  York  Artillery,  expended  seventy-live  rounds  on  the  enemy's 
working  parties  at  work  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  Lieu 
tenant  Stitt,  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania,  reports  twenty-live  rounds 
expended.  He  has  the  crater  in  his  immediate  front  and  is  in  a  good 
position  to  injure  the  enemy's  works.  Captain  Or  wig,  Battery  E,  First 
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Pennsylvania,  reports  an  expenditure  of  fifty-seven  rounds.  The 
whole  number  of  rounds  expended  by  the  artillery  is  227.  The  enemy 
opened  quite  briskly  from  their  mortar  batteries  about  7.30  or  8  o'clock 
hist  evening.  No  casualties.  The  sanitary  condition  of  works  and 
batteries  is  constantly  and  rapidly  improving.  With  the  exception  of 
the  Hare  battery  the  whole  line  is  in  fair  order. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  II.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  25.  J  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  1,  1864. 

Rebel  newspapers  frequently  afford  information  of  the  greatest  value 
even  when,  to  the  casual  observer,  they  seem  to  contain  no  items  of 
any  importance.  Hereafter  all  such  papers  received  within  our  lines, 
whether  by  gift,  purchase,  or  exchange,  by  any  commissioned  officer  or 
enlisted  man,  will  be  immediately  sent  to  these  headquarters,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  major-general  commanding. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  4,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  make  the  following 
report  of  operations  on  the  picket-line  in  front  of  this  brigade  during 
the  past  twenty-four  hours:  The  enemy  still  continue  to  work  at  the 
fort  which  was  blown  up  by  us,  extending  and  strengthening  their  lines, 
making  work  which  wrill  cause  us  much  trouble  when  completed.  Dur 
ing  yesterday  they  were  throwing  dirt  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  close 
to  the  deep  cut.  Our  trenches  are  being  placed  in  as  good  condition  as 
possible.  I  would  state  that  in  our  front  near  the  ravine  are  three 
dead  bodies  (our  men)  unburied.  We  cannot  get  to  them  to  bury  them 
unless  under  a  tlag  of  truce.  During  the  night  constant  firing  has 
been  kept  up  by  the  enemy's  pickets. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  POND, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  September  4,  1864. 

Col.  N.  M.  CURTIS, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

An  attack  from  the  enemy  is  anticipated  on  the  part  of  our  line  near 
the  Weldon  railroad.  In  such  an  event  the  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of 
the  troops  of  this  command  will  be  necessary.  The  brigadier-gen 
eral  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your  command  in  readiness 
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to  occupy  the  whole  division  front  in  case  such  a  withdrawal  is  needed. 
The  Forty-seventh  New  York  and  Ninth  Maine  Regiments  will  report 
to  you  in  addition  to  your  own  brigade.  All  of  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  New  York  will  be  brought  onto  the  line,  except  enough  to  guard 
the  fords  of  the  river.  This  will  give  you  about  1,030  available  men. 
You  will  have  charge  of  the  entire  line  and  will  be  held  responsible  for 
its  proper  defense.  All  cooks,  clerks,  and  other  special  and  extra  daty 
men  on  the  line,  also  all  convalescents,  will  be  used  in  defense.  These 
dispositions  are  understood  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  other 
brigades  and  will  be  carried  into  effect  promptly  if  orders  are  received. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

September  /,  1861 — 2  p.  m. 
General  KAWLTNS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  arrived  here  and  assumed  command  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps. 

JOHN  GIBBOX, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^    HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

OFFICE  CHIEF  OF  ARTILLERY. 
No.  10.  )  September  L  ISG-l. 

******* 

2.  Major  Cook,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  having  reported  for  duty, 
is  placed  in  charge  of  the  batteries  of  his  regiment  and  the  companies 
of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery  and  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania 
Artillery,  now  on  duty  within  the  limits  of  the  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps. 
N  By  command  of  A.  Piper,  colonel  and  chief  of  artillery: 

F.  W.  PAUL, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY-  DIVISION, 

September  4,  1861 — (J  a.  m. 
Captain  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  .Division: 

CAPTAIN:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  last  evening,  I  have  to  state 
that,  as  the  execution  of  the  order  regarding  the  First  District  of 
Columbia  Cavalry  is  not  intrusted  to  me,  I  cannot  say  when  the  trans 
fer  will  be  made.  There  is  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  regiment  about 
the  order,  and  the  officers  say  it  will  be  countermanded.  It  virtually 
breaks  up  and  destroys  one  of  the  most  efficient  regiments  in  the  serv 
ice.  They  are  much  discouraged  by  the  order,  as  they  have  heretofore 
felt  great  pride  in  their  regiment  on  account  of  being  armed  with  a 
peculiar  and  effective  weapon.  If  General  Gregg  would  picket  the 
portion  of  the  line  between  the  railroad  and  the  plank  road  it  would 
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enable  me  to  have  a  reserve  force  to  explore  the  front  of  the  picket-line 
and  break  up  the  rendezvous  of  the  bushwhackers.  I  have  not  yet 
heard  from  Sycamore  Church,  and  presume  that  everything  is  quiet  in 
that  vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 


IIDQBS.  FIRST  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  CAVALRY, 

Sycamore  Church,  Va.,  September  •/,  1804. 
[Col.  S.T.  SPEAR:] 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  from  indications  1  am  led 
to  believe  that  the  rebels  are  in  some  force  in  our  front.  They  fre 
quently  pass  around  our  left  in  small  parties  below  Cocke's  Mill,  get 
ting  in  our  rear.  * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  BAKER, 
Major,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

Olive  Branch  Church,  September  4,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  commanding 
general. 

I  have  instructed  Maj.  J.  S.  Baker  to  use  every  precaution  to  prevent 
surprise,  and  to  watch  closely  and  obtain,  if  possible,  information  as  to 
the  force  of  the  enemy. 

SAM.  WETIIEKILL, 
Major  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  4,  1864 — 7  p.  m. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Gregg. 

Reports  from  other  portions  of  the  line  report  all  quiet.     I  cannot 
re-enforce  Major  Baker  without  abandoning  other  portions  of  the  line. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  4,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  major-general  com 
manding. 

I  have  ordered  a  regiment  of  General  Kautz,  picketing  between  the 
plank  road  and  Norfolk  railroad,  to  be  relieved  by  one  of  the  Second 
Division,  that  General  Kautz  may  send  his  regiment  to  support  his 
pickets  at  Sycamore  Church. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 
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HEADQUARTERS  U.  S.  FORCES, 
Fort  Mac/ruder,  Va.,  September  i,  1864. 
Maj.  WICKHAM  HOFFMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  District  of  Eastern  Virginia: 
SIR:  I  am  sorry  to  report  the  loss  of  three  of  my  command  belong 
ing  to  Troop  H.  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry,  in  the  following  man 
ner:  I  received  a  telegram  to  send  an  ambulance  for  three  sick  men  to 
Jamestown  Island.  1  accordingly  ordered  an  ambulance  and  sent  to 
Lieutenant  Lee,  commanding  Troop  H,  for  an  escort,  but  he  could  fur 
nish  only  three  men,  one  of  whom  was  a  corporal  just  come  otf  picket 
duty.  They  started  with  the  ambulance,  and  when  within  about  a  mile 
of  Jamestown  Island  they  were  tired  upon  from  the  woods  by  a  party 
of  fifteen  guerrillas.  The  corporal  was  killed  and  the  privates  either 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prisoners,  but  the  ambulance  driver  escaped 
with  his  vehicle  while  the  cavalry  were  lighting.  The  body  of  the  cor 
poral  has  been  recovered,  but  no  traces  of  the  privates.  The  horses  of 
the  corporal  and  one  private  came  in  after  the  ambulance.  There  were 
marks  of  blood  upon  them.  The  other  horse  was  captured.  Upon  learn 
ing  of  the  occurrence  by  telegram  I  sent  a  squad  of  twenty-one  men 
(all  that  could  be  got  together — some  of  them  sick),  under  Lieutenant 
Lee,  whose  report  I  herewith  forward.  I  would  urgently  request  an 
additional  force  of  cavalry  at  this  post.  The  two  companies  L  have 
lost  were  invaluable,  they  being  intimately  acquainted  with  the  coun 
try,  having  been  here  for  more  than  a  year.  I  have  captured  through 
these  companies  1  commissioned  officer,  3  privates  of  the  Fifth  Virginia 
Cavalry,  and  a  few  guerrillas.  I  am  called  upon  for  guards  at  all  the 
Government  farms  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Fort  Magruder.  I  have 
not  half  the  command  to  perform  the  guard  duty  required.  A  large 
number  of  my  own  regiment  are  sick,  and  a  majority  of  the  cavalry  are 
in  the  same  condition.  My  men  arc,  on  duty  every  other  day  for  picket. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  MORRISON, 
Colonel,  Commandlnij  Post. 

[Inclosure.]  • 

HDQRS.  TROOP  H,  TWENTIETH  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 

Fort  Mayruder,  Va.,  September  -1,  1S64. 
Col.  J.  J.  MORRISON, 

Commanding  Fort  Manruder: 

COLONEL:  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  you  September 
3,  1804,  1  proceeded  to  Jamestown  Island  in  search  of  the  guerrilla  party 
who  tired  upon  ambulance  guard  from  Company  II,  Twentieth  New 
York  Cavalry.  I  scoured  the  country  within  ten  miles  of  the  place  of 
attack,  but  could  discover  none  of  the  enemy.  1  succeeded  in  recover 
ing  the  body  of  the  corporal  in  charge  of  guard,  who  was  found  with 
fourteen  buckshot  holes  in  his  body;  1  also  recovered  2  horses  and 
equipments,  1  Sharps  carbine,  and  one  saber.  The  guard  were  tired  on 
from  ambush,  and  lost  1  man  killed  and  2  taken  prisoners  (one  of  them 
badly  wounded),  1  horse  and  equipments,  "2  Sharps  carbines,  and  2 
sabers.  On  inquiry  I  found  a  number  of  the  citizens  in  the  neighbor 
hood  awray  from  home,  and  in  some  cases  their  families  were  unable  to 
tell  where  they  were.  [  have  no  doubt  that  the  guerrilla  party  in  ques 
tion  was  composed  of  citizens  of  that  neighborhood,  hi  order  to  get 
together  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  make  this  trip  I  \vas  forced  to 
take  the  men  who  had  just  been  relieved  from  twenty-four  hours'  picket 
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duty,  besides  some  who  were  unwell  and  iiot  fit  for  duty,  remaining  out 
over  night.  There  were  not  men  left  in  camp  to  relieve  the  picket 
guard,  and  they  have  been  forced  to  remain  on  duty  forty-eight  hours. 
I,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that  more  cavalry  be  furnished  this 
post,  that  in  case  of  another  attack  of  this  kind  sufficient  men  may  be 
on  hand  to  send  a  force  out,  and  leave  enough  in  camp  to  do  the  regular 
picket  duty  required. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  LEE, 

Lieutenant,  Comdg.  Company  77,  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  EASTERN  VIRGINIA, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  September  7,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  calling  attention  of  the  commanding  general 
to  the  urgent  necessity  for  another  company  of  cavalry  at  and  near 
Yorktown.  I  have  none  to  send. 

G.  F.  SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


WASHINGTON,  September  5,  1S64 — 6  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Launches  ordered  by  telegraph  from  here,  Philadelphia,  and  New 
York.  Vessels  beginning  to  arrive  at  Hampton  Roads.  Admiral 
Porter  returns  from  the  West  to-morrow,  and  will  go  direct  to  you. 
The  information  and  maps  I  sent  you  some  time  since  were  furnished 
by  a  Northern  man  who  left  the  South  very  lately,  and  he  has  resided 
at  W.  thirty  years.  lie  knows-the  sentiments  of  people  on  the  coast, 
and  has  other  information,  and  as  Governor  Andrew  vouches  for  him 
I  will  send  him  dowii  in  the  boat  that  carries  Admiral  Porter. 

G.  V.  FOX, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CITY  POINT,  September  5,  1S64.     (Received  10.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  PARKE: 

Colonel  Spear  reports  that  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  at  differ 
ent  points  between  Sycamore  Church  and  Cocke's  Mill.  I  think  it 
advisable  to  send  a  brigade  of  cavalry  in  that  direction  to  feel  the 
enemy  and  drive  what  force  he  has  in  that  quarter  entirely  off.  This 
should  be  done  at  once. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Deserters  from  Harris',  Finegan's,  Mahone's,  and 
Wright's  brigades,  who  left  their  picket  posts  last  night  and  arrived 
here  this  morning,  report  no  changes  in  Mahone's  division.  One  of 
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these  men  reports  that  about  3  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  he  saw  two 
brigades  of  Field's  division  pass  through  Petersburg.  There  were  two 
wagon-loads  of  intrenching  tools  accompanying  the  column.  They  came 
from  the  north  side  ot  the  Appomattox,  and  were  going  to  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  line.  He  does  not  know  what  brigades  they  were,  but  was 
told  they  belonged  to  Fiel'd's  division.  None  of  these  men  have  heard 
of  the  arrival  of  troops  by  rail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE. 

Captain,  Ac. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  J,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  Scales' brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  who 
left  his  command  to-day  and  just  arrived  here  reports  no  change  in 
Wilcox's  division,  lie  states  that  night  before  last  Fry's  brigade,  of 
Heth's  division,  marched  around  their  right  flank  and  went  down  the 
plank  road.  He  does  not  know  their  destination,  and  thinks  they  have 
not  yet  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  CUicj  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Two  deserters  from  Cobb's  (Georgia)  Legion,  who  left  their 
command  yesterday  morning,  just  arrived  here.  They  are  natives  of 
Maine;  have  lived  south  about  live  years,  and  about  three  weeks  ago 
were  conscripted.  They  state  that  a  few  days  ago  they  overheard  the 
officers  of  their  regiment  talking  about  the  strength  of  their  cavalry 
force.  They  concluded  that  there  were  not  more  than  4,500  mounted 
men  in  Hampton's  command,  and  about  -5,000  dismounted.  I  think, 
however,  that  their  estimate  in  regard  to  dismounted  men  is  rather 
small.  There  are  100  mounted  men  and  400  dismounted  in  Cobb's 
Legion.  The  Seventh  Georgia  has  about  40  mounted  and  350  dis 
mounted.  Dealing's  and  Gary's  brigades  are  nearly  all  mounted. 
They  left  their  brigade  yesterday  morning  on  the  Vaughan  road  about 
six  miles  from  Reams'  Station. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Eighth  Alabama,  Mahone's  division, 
report  no  change  in  position  of  that  command.  They  left  their  regi 
ment  this  afternoon,  and  came  in  near  the  plank  road.  They  report 
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that  last  evening  they  saw  B ration's  brigade,  of  Field's  division,  inarch 
through  Petersburg,  and  they  heard  that  they  were  going  down  toward 
Stony  Creek.  This  may  be  the  force  which  deserter  from  Scales'  bri 
gade  saw  moving  around  their  right  flank  (reported  to-day).  They  are 
quite  intelligent  men,  one  of  them  a  sergeant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,*  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September  5,  18(14 — 5.10  p.  m. 
Colonel  SIIARPE: 

Four  deserters  from  Twenty-lourth  Virginia,  one  from  Eleventh  Vir 
ginia,  Terry's  brigade,  Pickett's  division,  and  one  from  Thirty-second 
Virginia,  Corse's  brigade,  came  over  yesterday,  having  received  Gen 
eral  Grant's  circular  on  the  picket-line.  They  bring  no  news.  One 
said  he  heard  rumors  day  before,  yesterday  that  part  of  Early's  troops 
were  coming  to  Petersburg,  but  did  not  know  where  the  report 
originated. 

FEED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-dc-Camp. 


SEPTEMBER  5. 1864.    (Received  6.55  p.  in.) 

Colonel  SIIARPE: 

Had  two  deserters  from  Sixth  Georgia,  Colquitt's  brigade,  Heth's 
division.  One  said  that  a  division  from  Early's  command  passed 
through  Petersburg  last  night  for  the  right.  Such,  he  said,  was  stated 
by  everybody,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  officers  that  we  were  stretch 
ing  toward  the  Danville  road,  and  this  division  was  to  prevent  our 
reaching  it.  The  other  one  corroborated  the  story.  Both  said  that  the 
idea  of  driving  us  off  the  Weldon  road  was  given  up.  Two  deserters 
from  the  ram  Virginia  were  forwarded  me  from  the  flag-ship.  Three 
deserters  from  the  Forty-fourth  Tennessee,  Bushrod  Johnson's  old 
brigade,  at  Cox's  farm,  brought  no  news. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lieutenant  and  Aide-dc-Camp. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  5,  1864.     (Received  7.50  a.  m.) 

Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

Hundreds  of  the  orders  have  been  sent  over  our  front  by  kite-flying. 
I  saw  a  copy  printed  in  the  Richmond  Examiner.  Some  of  the  desert 
ers  that  came  here  know  it,  but  the  majority  do  not.* 

*  FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Lie  u  ten  an  t  a  n  d  A  ide-de-  Camp . 

*  Reference  is  to  Special  Orders,  No.  82,  Annies  ol  the  United  States,  August  28, 
1864,  p.  555. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  5,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  report  has  been  received  from  the  plank 
road  station : 

8   A.  M. 

All  quiet.    Small  fatigue  parties  are  at  work  at  different  points  of  enemy's  line.    No 
chanure  of  camps  visible. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SEPTEMBER  5,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Enemy  at  work  at  the  exploded  fort,  digging,  &c.     They  are  mostly 
hidden  from  view  in  their  works.     All  quiet  at  other  points. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 

P.  S. — I  will  report  in  reference  to  that  horse  to-morrow. 


PLANK  ROAD  STATION,  September  J,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

At  4  p.  m.  a  regiment  of  colored  troops  moved  down  plank  road  to 
ward  Jones'  house,  shelled  by  enemy.  About  5  p.  in.  a  column  of  dust 
was  seen  west  of  Weldon  railroad  in  edge  of  woods  and  extending 
from  large  fort  southward.  It  continued  about  half  an  hour.  No  other 
movement  visible. 

FULTON. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  o,  1864 — 9  a.  m.     (Received  0.30  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Two  deserters  from  Mahone's  brigade  have  just  come  in.  One  of  them 
says  he  saw  two  brigades  of  Field's  division  pass  through  Petersburg 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Appomattox  and  go  to  their  right.  One  bri 
gade  was  Bratton's.  The  time  they  commenced  passing  was  about  3  in 
the  afternoon.  Had  heard  nothing  of  Early. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864.     (Received  9.30  a.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Yesterday  being  Sunday,  little  work  was  done  on  my  line.     This 
morning  fatigue  parties  are  at  work  slashing  and  perfecting  abatis. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  5,  1SG1.     (Received  9.15  a.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Having;  occupied  the  ground  in  this  vicinity  so  long1,  I  am  tolerably 
familiar  with  it,  and  will  oiler  another  suggestion,  which  may-save 
time  to  engineer  officers.  At  the  house  marked  Widow  Smith's  on  the 
map  is  an  excellent  place  for  a  redoubt.  It  is  in  a  direct  line  with  the 
Williams  house  and  redoubt  on  the  Norfolk  road,  and  about  half  way 
between,  and  is  in  a  commanding  position.  This  would  complete  a 
chain  from  Warren's  left,  making  four  redoubts  in  all. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Aiken  House,  /September  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  requests  that  you  will  take  charge 
of  the  rear  line  from  and  including  the  Williams  house  and  vicinity  to 
the  junction  with  the  old  line  between  the  plank  road  and  the  Norfolk 
railroad.  The  engineer  officer  engaged  upon  the  work  will  be  directed 
accordingly  and  receive  your  directions. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  186-1.     (Received  3.50  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

How  many  of  my  troops  does  the  general  desire  moved  on  to  the  line 
referred  to  ? 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  5,  1864 — 8.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

General  Birney  will  complete  the  occupation  of  the  second  line  of 
his  front  to-night,  holding  the  first  line  of  intrenchments  with  pickets 
only.  This  may  require  General  Mott  to  modify  his  arrangement  of 
troops  on  his  right. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  engineers  call  for  a  detail  of  2,000  men  for  work  near  the  Will 
iams  house.     I  have  now  about  1,300  men  at  work.     My  reserve  is  not 
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very  large.  To  fill  this  detail  I  shall  be  obliged  to  take  most,  if  not 
all,  of  the  division  at  the  Deserted  House.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
moving  it  up  to  the  Williams  house? 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 

[Indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  5,  1804. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

There  is  no  objection  to  moving  the  division  to  the  points  of  work. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
September  5,  1864.    (Received  9.28  p.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  but  two  batteries  I  can  dispose  of  with  my  weak  infantry  force. 
The  great  strength  of  my  line  should  be  in  artillery,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  if  the  chief  of  artillery  can  dispose  the  batteries  so  as  to  relieve 
some  of  mine.  Five  batteries  are  necessary  on  the  line  from  the  Will 
iams  house  to  Norfolk  [railroad],  and  more  would  be  serviceable  in  case 
of  attack  in  that  direction. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
September  5,  1864.     (Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  engineers  call  on  me  for  several  details  for  work  to-morrow.  If 
I  furnish  them  it  will  prevent  me  from  doing  much  on  the  line  on  the 
left.  My  troops,  already  pretty  well  worked,  are  being  worked  to-night 
on  the  new  line.  I  will  furnish  them  for  whatever  purpose  you  consider 
most  important,  but  I  can  hardly  complete  the  line  assigned  me,  even 
with  all  my  disposable  troops,  not  over  5,000,  or  5,000  working  men. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864—10  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

A  deserter  from  the  Forty-second  Mississippi,  of  Davis'  brigade,  who 
deserted  off  picket  this  evening,  says  that  the  cooks  who  came  out  to 
the  picket  from  the  regiment  to-night  told  him  that  three  divisions  of 
Longstreet's  corps  passed  to  their  right  this  afternoon.  The  deserter 
is  positive  he  saw  Longstreet  to-night,  lie  says  he  was  along  the  breast 
works  with  Lee.  He  says  the  talk  among  the  men  was  that  Longstreet's 
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corps  had  gone  to  our  left  to  tlauk  us  oft'  the  railroad.  When  he  left 
his  own  regiment  had  one  day's  rations  only  on  hand.  He  saw  none  of 
Longstreet's  troops  himself.  1  suppose  yon  got  the  report  from  the  sig 
nal  station  this  afternoon,  reporting  a  heavy  cloud  of  dust  west  of 
Weldou  railroad,  extending  southward  and  continuing  half  an  hour. 
Thinks  none  of  Hill's  or  Bcauregard's  troops  have  moved. 

WINF'D  H.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  what  it  is  worth. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Major  Duane  proposed  to  connect  the  large  redoubt  on  plank  road, 
Fort  Crawford,  with  the  advanced  work  by  a  line  of  abatis.  Some 
connection  ought  to  be  made  without  delay.  I  have  two  batteries  in 
reserve.  If  a  strong  abatis  or  palisading  is  made  as  above  I  oould  get 
out  another.  General  Mott  has  about  twenty  guns  on  the  right  of  his 
line,  and  thinks  one  battery  could  be  spared  from  this  particular  place. 
None  of  them,  hoAvever,  belong  to  my  corps,  but  one  might  be  taken  to 
replace  one  of  my  own  batteries,  say  Ames',  and  I  would  then  have 
three  or  four  batteries  available  to  move.  General  Mott  has  now  on 
his  line,  beginning  at  the  Strong  house,  forty-nine  guns. 

WINF'D   S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  5,  1864. — 10.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Hunt  is  looking  up  some  batteries  for  you,  and  will  dispose 
those  he  gets  so  as  to  relieve  some  of  yours  now  in  position.  I  under 
stand  the  engineers  have  asked  for  3,000  men.  Of  these  1,000  are  for 
the  abatis,  wiring,  and  draining  of  covered  ways,  all  on  Mott's  front. 
The  abatis  and  wiring,  I  understand  from  Major  Duane,  ought  to  be  com 
pleted  in  six  hours'  work.  The  abatis  and  wiring,  I  believe,  you  regard 
as  essential  to  the  security  of  your  i'ront,  and  they  should  therefore 
claim  precedence  over  other  work.  The  2,000  men  are  for  the  epaule- 
ments,  rifle-pits,  and  slashing  at  the  Williams  house  and  that  vicinity. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  rear  line  and  should 
perhaps  take  precedence  of  the  continuation  of  the  line  toward  the 
Norfolk  railroad,  if  both  cannot  go  on  at  the  same  time.  But  probably 
it  would  be  best  to  equalize  the  strength  of  the  working  parties  on 
those  two  parts  of  the  rear  line  if  you  cannot  supply  the  full  requisition 
of  the  engineers  carrying  on  that  at  the  Williams  house.  The  whole 
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of  the  Ninth  Corps,  excepting:  li, 000  men  in  the  line  between  the  Strong 
house  and  the  right  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  are  used  as  working  parties, 
some  of  which  will  work  to-night  and  to-morrow  on  the  line  from  the 
Gurley  house  to  the  Williams  house.  They  cannot  be  extended  farther 
on  the  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  o,  1S(!L     (Received  '2  a.  m.  6th.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

As  1  telegraphed  this  evening,  i  have  not  f>,000  men  at  utmost  lor 
detail,  excluding'  Motfs  division,  now  on  the  line,  from  which  I  sup 
pose  you  d<>  not  want  details  to  be  made.  Two  thousand  of  the 
5,000  are  at  work  to-night  under  charge  of  the  engineers;  the  rest  arc 
also  at  work  under  division  commanders,  at  my  suggestion,  as  1  con 
sider  the' work  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  line  under  my  charge  to 
furnish  the  detail  now  called  for  unless  they  come  from  Mott's  division. 
I  will  order  my  men  to  cease  work,  and  will  iill  the  details  called  for 
from  men  who  have  already  worked  part  of  the  night.  I  would  like  it 
understood,  however,  that  1  will  not  have  the  men  to  connect  or  finish 
my  line,  so  that  the  responsibility  [will  rest]  with  the  engineer  depart 
ment,  who  will  have  charge  of  that  part  of  my  corps  available  for 
fatigue. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J,  HSG4. 
Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
you  can  move  your  division  to  a  suitable  camping-ground  near  the 
Williams  house.  You  will  be  required  to  furnish  large  working  parties 
from  it  probably.  You  will  not,  however,  be  called  upon  for  greater 
details  than  the  strength  of  your  division  will  warrant,  considering 
that  you  furnish  no  pickets.  Tho  general  suggests  that  you  should 
move  no  more  wagons  than  necessary  outside  the  present  line  of 
iutrenchments. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


ORDERS.]     HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  5,  186-1. 

1.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schoonover,  commanding  Eleventh  New  .Jer 
sey  Volunteers,  will  at  once  move  his  regiment  to  tho  fort,  taking  com 
mand  of  the  same. 

2.  Major  llealy  will  leave  the  fort  with  his  own  regiment  (the  Eighth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers)  and  take  the  place  of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey 
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Volunteers  in  the.line,  leaving  the  Sixth  Battalion  Xew  Jersey  Volun 
teers  in  the  tort,  and  its  connection  with  the  Eighth  New  Jersey  Vol 
unteers  unchanged. 

3.  The  commanding  officer  of  Fort  Crawford  will  immediately  on 
receipt  of  this  make  a  detail  of  one  commissioned  officer  and  forty  men, 
with  the  proper  number  of  non-commissioned  officers,  for  fatigue  duty. 
They  will  report  with  shovels  to  Captain  Scott,  engineer  officer  of 
division,  in  front  of  the  fort. 

By  command  of  Col.  Robert  McAllister: 

J.  P.  FTNKELMEIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

^September  J,  186-1 — 0  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General* 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  during  yesterday  or  last  night.  Details  from  this  corps  num 
bering  2,400  men  were  employed  on  the  forts  yesterday.  A  man  was 
received  last  evening  who  claimed  to  belong  to  U.  S.  Navy;  was  cap 
tured  in  the  Wissahickon  about  a  year  ago.  He'  escaped  on  25th  ultimo  j 
has  just  reached  our  lines,  lie  has  been  sent  up. 

G.  K.  WARRKX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  5,  IStil.     (Sent  8  p.  m.) 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  commanding'  general  would  like  to  have  Hood's  report  tele 
graphed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 
The  following  is  Generalllood's  official  dispatch  to  the  War  Depart 

ment: 

HEADQUARTERS, 

September  •>,  1S64. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  August  the  enemy  made  .a  lodgment  across  Flint  River 
near  Joneel>orough.  We  attacked  them  there  on  the  evening  of  the  31st  with  two 
corps,  but  failed  to  dislodge  them.  This  made  it  necessary  to  abandon  Atlanta, 
which  was  done  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  September.  Our  loss  on  the  evening  of  the 
31st  was  small.  On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  September  General  Hardee's  corps,  in 
position  at  Jouesborough,  was  assaulted  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  being 
outflanked,  were  compelled  to  withdraw  during  the  night  with  loss  of  eight  guns. 
The  enemy's  prisoners  report  their  loss  very  severe. 


G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 
46  E  K—  VOL  XLII,  PT  H 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  5,  IIS 6 -I — !J  p.  m. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  learned  to-day,  in  passing  over  the 
rear  line,  that  you  would  prepare  that  part  of  it  connecting  with  your 
left  from  the  point  reached  by  the  Ninth  Corps  about  1  or  2  o'clock 
to-day.  Tin's  is  desirable,  as  the  Ninth  Corps  has  the  line  as  far  as  the 
Williams  house  to  prepare,  and  it  is  considered  important  to  complete 
the  rear  line  quickly. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  /Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  .5,  186-1 .     (Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  made  preparations  to  do  what  I  can  for  the  part  of  the  line 
you  mention  iu  your  dispatch.  I  will  endeavor  to  have  the  work  on  it 
keep  pace  with  my  preparations  elsewhere. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5, 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  naming  of  our  forts  and  redoubts 
so  that  they  can  be  designated  in  orders.  For  the  large  redoubt  on  the 
plank  road  1  would  propose  Fort  Davis,  after  Col.  P.  Stearns  Davis, 
who  was  killed  near  there  while  it  was  building.  For  the  northern  bas 
tion  fort«on  the  Weldoii  railroad.  Fort  Dushane,  after  Col.  N.  T. 
Dushane,  who  was  killed  near  it  on  the  21st  instant.  For  the  southern 
bastion  fort  on  the  railroad,  Fort  Prescott,  after  Col.  George  L.  Prescott, 
who  was  killed  in  battle  before  Petersburg  on  the  18th  of  June. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ;">,  1864 — !>  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

The  enemy  are  reported  as  still  occupying  the  advanced  line  taken 
up  in  front  of  the  Third  Division  and  continuing  the  construction  of 
their  works.  The  enemy's  vedettes  advanced  in  front  of  the  Second 
Division  yesterday,  and  our  scouts  were  tired  upon;  this  morning  they 
were  gone  again.  Some  traces  of  cavalry  were  observed  on  that  part 
of  the  line. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1861 — 11. -10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

The  work  on  the  right  of  the  new  line  is  progressing  as  favorably  as 
the  number  of  tools  can  warrant,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  jas  been 
a  delay  in  the  detail  from  the  Third  Divison  ordered  to  work  on  the 
Williams  house  end  of  the  line,  the  cause  of  which  will  be  investi 
gated.  Pardon  me  if  I  trouble  you  for  an  answer  to  my  last  dispatch. 
I  have  telegraphed  Major  Duaiie  on  the  same  subject  without  reply. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ,5,  180-1 — 1X.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Cor  pa: 

Your  dispatch  of  11.40  to  General  Humphreys  received.  Generals 
Parke,  Humphreys,  and  Barnard  left  here  about  an  hour  ago  for  the 
Williams  house,  and  I  think  it  quite  likely  will  visit  your  headquarters 
before  they  return.  Major  Duaue  says  he  has  sent  you  officers  and 
tools  this  morning. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  104.  )          Near  Blick'n  Station,  Va.,  September  5, 


1864. 


3.  I.  Brigadier-General  Potter,  commanding  Second  Division,  will 
take  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  right  part  of  the  new  line  run 
ning  from  Gurley's  house  to  the  Williams  house  indicated  by  the  engi 
neer  officers. 

11.  Brigadier-General  Hartranft,  commanding  Third  Division,  will 
take  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  left  part  of  said  line. 

III.  Every  effort  will  be  made  by  these  officers  to  push  the  work  on 
this  line  to  a  speedy  completion. 

******* 

12.  The  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Capt.  H.  G.  Heffron 
commanding,  having  reported  at  these  headquarters  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  headquarters  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
is  hereby  assigned  to  the  Third  Division,  Brigadier-General  Hartranft 
commanding,  and  will  report  without  delay  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Willcox: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


708  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS   SECOND   DIVISION,  CAVALRY   CORPS, 

September  5,  186-1. 
Mnj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Maff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  line  of  the 
Second  Cavalry  Division.  Dining  the  night  small  parties  of  the 
enemy,  dismounted,  threatened  General  Kaut/'s  line  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  railroad.  I  think  the  enemy  toward  the  river  are  guerrillas  who 
have  in  view  in  their  operations  small  captures. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1).  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-  General  of  Volunteers,  Gommandiny  Divisio, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

September  ,5,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

A  dispatch  from  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  armies  in  the 
field  states  that  Colonel  Spear  reports  that  the  enemy  made  his  appear 
ance  at  several  points  between  Sycamore  Church  and  Cocke's  Mill  this 
morning,  and  directs  that  a  brigade  of  cavalry  be  sent  there  imme 
diately  to  drive  what  force  the  enemy  has  there  completely  off.  The 
commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  the  force  named  and  for  the 
purpose  designated.  The  additional  regiment  sent  there  yesterday 
should  count  as  part  of  the  brigade. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Maff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  lines. 
General  Kautz  reports  that  the  dismounted  men  who  have  for  some 
days  been  prowling  about  his  lines  are  there  for  the  purpose  of  captur 
ing  horses.  This  learned  from  a  prisoner  captured  from  First  North 
Carolina  Cavalry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GKEGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  244.  )  In  the  Field,  September  ,5,  1864. 

******* 

III.  Major-General  Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps,  will 
order  the  Twenty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  to  proceed  immediately 
to  Fort  Powhatan,  and  relieve  the  regiment  of  100-days'  men  now  on 
duty  at  that  place.  The  regiment  of  100-days'  men  on  being  relieved 
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will  be  placed  en  route  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
mustered  out.  Quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

*****#* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Ord: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  J,  l&ti-l.     (Received  U  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps: 

Major-General  Ord  has  left  the  department  on  leave.     Major-General 
Gibbon  has  taken  command  of  his  corps,  whom  1  think  you  rank. 
What  shall  I  do  about  signing  department  orders? 
Respectfully, 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 
Major  DAVIS: 

I  rank  Major-General  Gibbon  and  of  course  take  command  as  senior 
officer.  Any  papers  requiring  immediate  action  you  can  send  to  me. 
You  can  transact  the  ordinary  business  of  the  department  as  was  usual. 
As  General  Butler  returns  so  soon  it  does  not  require  my  presence 
there. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1861. 
Major  DAVIS: 

The  Twenty-second  Colored  Troops  is  ordered  to  Bermuda  Hundred 
according  to  order  transmitted  by  you.  They  will  march  at  daylight. 
General  Birney  thinks  the  transportation  had  better  be  sent  to  Broad 
way  Lauding  and  thus  save  the  men  a  tedious  march.  Please  answer 
whether  any  reason  exists  why  this  may  not  be  done. 

ED.  W.  SMITH. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  186-i. 
Maj.  R,  S.  DAVIS  : 

Did  Lieutenant  General  Grant  designate  the  Twenty  second  Regi 
ment  U.  S.  Colored  Troops?  It  is  in  the  trenches  and  cannot  safely  be 
withdrawn  until  night.  Has  General  Butler  returned  ? 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HDQUS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  ;'),  1864.     (deceived  1.30  p.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Tenth  Army  Corps: 

General  Grant,  through  General  Ord,  did  designate  the  Twenty- 
second.  I  should  not  think  it  necessary  tor  it  to  he  withdrawn  till 
night,  and  go  down  early  in  the  morning.  Received  telegram  from 
Colonel  Shaffer  that  General  Butler^  would  be  at  Fort  Monroe  Wednes 
day  morning. 

Respectfully, 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-general. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  jnst  received  an  order  from 
General  Ord  to  send  one  of  my  regiments  to  Fort  Powhatan.  Taking 
my  regiments  will  leave  me  without  force  for  fatigue  purposes. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J,  186i. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  A djuta  n t-  General : 

As  the  absence  of  General  Ord  places  fine]  in  command  of  depart 
ment,  1  will  try  and  arrange  the  matter  to  avoid  sending  another  regi 
ment  from  my  thin  line. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Kcptewber  .-7,  186-1 — 9.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inquire  whether  you 
succeeded  in  making  any  arrangement  obviating  the  necessity  of  de 
taching  one  of  your  regiments  to  Fort  Powhatan. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A  dju  ta  n  t-Gen  era  I . 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

tieptembur  5,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS  : 

The  lieutenant-general  left  it  to  my  discretion,  and   I  have  sent  one 
from  the  Eighteenth  Corps  instead. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  5,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

With  the  news  of  Early 's  advance,  my  thin  lines,  and  the  extended 
works  I  am  constructing,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  take  any  more 
troops  from  here,  so  that  if  Lieutenant- General  Grant  did  not  specially 
designate  a  regiment  from  this  corps,  you  will  order  Major-General 
Gibbon  to  send  a  regiment  to  Fort  Powhatan  temporarily.  Otherwise 
I  will  have  to  take  fatigue  details  from  line. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Before  Petersburg,  Fa.,  September  5,  1864. 

Maj.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

MAJOR  :  A  report  has  been  received  that  the  enemy  is  massing  in 
General  Terry's  front;  under  the  circumstances  the  major-general  com 
manding  does  not  deem  it  advisable  to  withdraw  the  Twenty-second 
Colored  Regiment  iroin  the  line  to-night,  but  directs»that  you  order  a 
regiment  of  General  Gibbon's  command  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Powhatan 
temporarily.  The  Twenty-second  Regiment  will  be  sent  to  relieve  it  as- 
soon  as  it  can  safely  be  withdrawn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assist  a  nt  A  djutant-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  ,->.  186-i.    (Received  7.20  p.  in.) 

General  WILLIAMS  : 

My  corps  officer  of  the  day  and  two  brigade  commanders  report  the 
enemy  massing  in  a  ravine  before  my  left  center.  Indications  during 
the  day  have  been  of  an  increased  force  in  my  front. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  5,  1864.     (Sent  8  p.  m.) 

Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  whether  your  second 
line  is  in  condition  to  be  occupied,  and  at  what  time  you  propose  to 
occupy  it.  He  also  wishes  to  know  whether  you  have  any  reserves, 
and  where  they  are  stationed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


712  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 
September  5,  1864.     (Received  8.20  p.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  will  complete,  to-night  the  change  from  first  to  the  second  line  on 
my  left,  holding  the  first  line  with  pickets  or  skirmishers.  Each  divis 
ion  has  one-third  in  reserve,  relieving  the  trenches  with  them.  The 
reserves  are  in  rear  of  each  division.  I  have  eighteen  light  guns  in 
reserve  ready  to  move  to  any  point.  I  can  see  no  reason,  on  investiga 
tion  of  the  reports,  to  apprehend  an  attack  to-night. 

I).  T».  BIUXEY, 

Major -(fen  era  I. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  117.  \  In  the  Field.   Va,.  September   ~>.  1864. 

******* 

G.  The  Twenty-second  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  proceed  at  daylight 
to-morrow  to  Bermuda  Landing,  thence  to  Fort  1'owhatan,  and  relieve 
the  regiment  of  TOO  days'  men  now  on  duty  at  that  place.  The  regi 
ment  of  100-days'  men  on  being  relieved  will  be  placed  en  route  for 
Washington,  I).  C.,  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out.  Quarter 
master's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
******* 

.    By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg/.  }~<i.,  September  o,  18(i-i. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Tenth  A  run/  Corps: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  artillery  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 

A  salute  of  thirty-six  shotted  guns  was  tired  at  11  p.  ni.  yesterday 
from  each  battery,  in  which  about  500  rounds  of  ammunition  were 
expended.  The  enemy  replied  briskly  from  all  his  batteries  along  our 
front.  Battery  I),  First  I".  S.  Artillery,  was  moved  from  its  position  on 
the  advanced  line  to  a  new  unfinished  work  on  the  second  line,  a  little 
to  the  left  and  rear  of  its  old  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  H.  JACKSON, 
TAeuten  ant- Colonel,  Asst.  Jnsp.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

lie/ore  Petersburg,  September  .5,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  1  have  no  occurrence  of  importance  to  report  except  the 
withdrawal  of  my  troops  from  the  outer  line  to  the  main  line  of  intrench- 
nients.     This  was  safely  effected  last  night  after  12  o'clock.     1  still  hold 
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the  outer  line  as  a  picket-line  with  one  man  to  ten  yards.  On  my  left 
I  continue  to  keep  a  regiment  in  the  .outer  line  for  the  protection  of  a 
battery  of  four  guns  still  in  position  there  and  for  the  purpose  of  con 
necting  with  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps  which  maintains  its  old 
position.  Two  casualties  occurred  yesterday.  A  considerable  number 
of  Special  Orders,  No.  Si',  headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 
were  gotten  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  In  some  cases  they  were  ex 
changed  ibr  a  similar  order  from  the  rebel  authorities. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  an  engineer  officer  should  immediately 
indicate  to  me  what  repairs  and  improvements  in  the  line  now  occupied 
are  deemed  desirable,  in  order  that  I  may  commence  work  upon  it  at 
once. 

1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  II.  TERRY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  5,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

Captain  Gillespie,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  will  call  upon  General 
Terry  in  relation  to  the  matters  referred  to. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assist  an  t  Adjutant-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   Va.,  September  5,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assist  a  nt  A  djutan  t-  Gen  era  I  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  occur 
rences  pertaining  to  my  command  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours: 
No  change  has  been  made  in  the  dispositions  of  the  reserve  camps. 
The  men  in  the  front  line,  except  lifty,  were  withdrawn  about  400  yards 
to  the  rear  of  their  position,  connecting  on  the  right  with  the  Second 
Brigade  and  on  the  left  with  the  Third.  Heavy  tiring  was  kept  up  for 
near  an  hour  by  the  batteries  in  my  front  last  night.  The  enemy  also 
kept  up  a  heavy  tire.  My  men  were  successful  in  getting  a  great  many 
copies  of  Special  Orders,  No.  82,  headquarters  IT.  S.  Army,  into  the 
enemy's  line.  They  also  received  one  similar  in  character  from  the 
enemy.  I  forward  it  with  this  report.  One  man  in  Sixty-seventh  Ohio 
Volunteers  wounded  yesterday.  No  casualties  reported  last  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

FRANCIS  B.  POND, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Ohio   Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  5,  186i\. 
Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  is  quiet  in  my  front. 
No  offensive  demonstrations  have  been  made  bv  the  enemy  in  the  last 
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twenty-four  hours.  The  report  of  an  attack  last  night  was  a  misunder 
standing.  A  brisk  cannonading  occurred  yesterday  evening.  The 
outer  line  of  trenches  in  my  front  is  now  occupied  by  two  oth'cers  and 
fifty  men,  with  a  line  of  communication  established  between  them  and 
the  main  line  of  troops.  The  Requa  guns  are  in  position  and  under 
command  of  Capt,  A.  W.  Wheeler,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers,  one 
of  them  on  the  right  of  Lieutenant  Wildey's  battery,  the  other  on  the, 
right  of  Captain  Follett's  battery.  The  reserves  were  under  arms  when 
an  attack  was  rumored,  otherwise  they  remain  unchanged.  No  casu 
alties  have  been  reported. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  POND, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,   Va..  September  5.  18H4. 
Lieut,  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  par 
ticular  changes  on  my  line  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.     The 
troops  are  engaged  in  perfecting  the  works  previously  commenced  and 
reported.    An  officer  and  two  sergeants  of  the  Forty- eighth  New  York 
Volunteers  were  captured  on  the  picket-line  about  7.30  last  night.     I 
at  once  strengthened  my  front  line  to  the  extent  of  about  .'3«jO  men,  in 
order  to  be  prepared  for  any  movement  the  enemy  might  make,  based 
on  information  gained  from  the  parties  captured. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  September  5,  18(ii. 
Col.  K  M.  CURTIS, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

Information  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that  an  attack 
is  anticipated  on  General  Terry's  front.  The  brigadier-general  directs 
that  you  hold  your  reserves  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice, 
and  if  an  attack  is  heard  on  that  part  of  the  line  the  troops  of  this 
command  will  be  got  under  arms  at  once. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  <t>i<l  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  5,  186-i. 
Capt.  P.  A.  DAVIS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  night 
satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  additional 
lookouts  and  in  strengthening  the  abatis  on  my  front.     The  most  care- 
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ftil  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  police  of  trenches  and  grounds, 
which  are  now  in  excellent  condition.  The  capture  of  Lieutenant 
Fletcher,  Sergeant  Cropsey,  and  Corporal  Smith,  all  of  the  Forty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  while  engaged  in  posting  the  vedettes, 
has  already  been  reported,  as  also  the  reception  of  a  deserter  from  the 
enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

W.  B.  BARTON, 
Colonel  Forty-eighth  Keic  York  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Uriyade. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  o,  1864.     (Received  2.20  p.  in.) 
Major-General  GIBBON, 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps : 

I  have  received  a  telegram  from  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Birney  that  in  the 
absence  of  General  Ord  he  takes  command  of  the  department  as  senior 
officer. 

Respectfully, 

K.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  5,  1864.     (Received  9  p.  in.) 

Major-General  GIBBON, 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps  : 

Major-General  Birney,  commanding  department,  directs  that  you 
send  a  regiment  from  your  corps  to  relieve  the  100-days'  regiment  at 
Fort  Powhatan,  temporarily.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Howard,  quartermas 
ter,  has  transportation  ready  for  the  Twenty-second  O".  S.  Colored 
Troops,  which  was  to  go,  but  General  Biruey  decides  to  send  one  of 
yours. 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  5,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  The  reports  from  the  pickets  report  everything  quiet  along 
the  entire  line.  The  commissary-sergeant  of  the  First  North  Carolina 
Cavalry  got  hit  and  surrendered  himself  on  the  right  of  my  line  this 
morning.  From  him  I  learn  that  the  parties  who  have  been  molesting 
my  line  ore  parties  of  dismounted  cavalry  seeking  to  remount  them 
selves  to  save  being  transferred  into  the  infantry.  His  regiment,  about 
500  strong,  he  reports  as  on  picket,  their  left  extending  to  the  plank 
road  and  the  reserves  near  the  railroad  near  Reams'  Station.  He  says 
the  regiment  has  been  on  picket  now  for  two  days.  In  obedience  to 
the  general's  orders  I  have  directed  Colonel  Lewis,  of  the  Third  New 
York,  to  proceed  with  his  regiment  to  Sycamore  Church  to  reconnoiter 
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the  front  of  the  line  in  that  vicinity,  and  to  endeavor  to  capture  or 
drive  off  such  parties  of  the  enemy  as  he  may  find,  and  to  require  the 
assistance  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia,  if  necessary,  to  assist  him. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  o,  1SG1. 
Major  WETHERILL,  Commanding  Brigade: 

MAJOR:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that 
Colonel  Lewis,  commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  has  been  ordered 
to  drive-or  capture  whatever  force  of  rebels  he  may  find  between  Syca 
more  Church  and  Cocke's  Mill.  1  le  has  been  authorized  to  call  on  Major 
Baker  for  re  enforcements  (whom  you  will  please  notify),  but  not  taking 
any  of  his  men  from  their  present  position  on  the  picket-line.  He  also 
desires  me  to  inform  you  that  the  commissary-sergeant  of  North  Caro 
lina  regiment  captured  this  morning  reports  that  the  men  who  attack 
our  pickets  are  dismounted  cavalrymen  seeking  to  obtain  horses  to 
remount  themselves  so  as  to  avoid  doing  infantry  duty.  Such  men,  if 
captured,  are  not  to  be  sent  in  as  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  ASCII, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assitttant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 
^Olive  Branch  Church,  F«..,  /September  5,  186-1 — 4.30  p.  in. 
Maj.  J.  S.  BAKER, 

Commanding  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry : 
MAJOR:  I  learn  from  the  commanding  general  that  Colonel  Lewis' 
command,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  has  been  ordered  to  drive  or  cap 
ture  whatever  force  of  rebels  he  may  find  between  Sycamore  Church 
and  Cocke's  Mill.  He  has  been  authorized  to  call  upon  you  for  re-en 
forcements,  which  you  will  furnish  if  required,  but  not  take  any  of  your 
men  from  their  present  position  on  the  picket-line.  1  learn  from  head 
quarters  that  a  commissary  sergeant  of  a  North  Carolina  regiment 
reports  that  the  men  who  attack  our  pickets  are  dismounted  cavalry 
seeking  to  obtain  horses  to  remount  themselves  so  as  to  avoid  doing 
infantry  duty.  Such  men,  if  captured,  are  not  to  be  sent  in  as  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

SAM'L  WETHERILL, 
Major.   Commanding  Brigade. 

(Same  to  Maj.  Franklin  A.  Stratton,  commanding  Eleventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Cavalry,  at  4.35  p.  m.) 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington  City,  September  61,  1864. 
Major-General  ORD,  Baltimore: 

You  have  permission  to  visit  Washington  for  the  purpose  specified 
in  your  telegram  of  this  date. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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CITY  POINT,  September  6',  1S61 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  SHERIDAN, 

Near  Berryvillc  : 

From  reports  of  deserters  corning  in  at  different  times,  and  on  differ 
ent  parts  of  our  lines,  we  learn  that  Kersbaw's  division  arrived  in 
Petersburg  last  night.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  but  some  troops  have 
arrived  from  the  Valley. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6,  1S64.     (Sent  8.40  p.  in.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding  Armies  in  the  Field : 

Colonel  Lewis,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  reports  that  he  found  to 
day  but  one  small  party  of  the  enemy,  five  in  number,  in  the  region 
about  Syeamore  Church  and  Cocke's  Mill. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  (i,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters,  one  from  Finegan  and  the  other  from 
Harris,  report  no  recent  changes  in  Mahoue's  division.  One  of  them 
states  that  he  heard  rumors  in  Petersburg  yesterday  evening  that  two 
divisions  of  Longstreet's  corps  had  arrived  at  Petersburg,  lie  states 
that  he  also  heard  that  Kershaw's  division  was  one  of  them,  and  he 
supposes  Field's  to  be  the  other.  Another  deserter  from  Davis'  bri 
gade,  who  just  arrived,  reports  that  he  heard  last  evening  that  Long- 
street's  corps  was  all  here;  that  the  division  which  was  in  the  Valley 
had  returned.  They  moved  from  Petersburg  last  evening  and  took  up 
position  on  the  right  of  their  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Lieuteuant-General 
Grant. 

The  same  information  has  been  received  from  several  other  deserters, 
and  appears  to  be  confirmed  by  the  fact  reported  by  Major-General 
Birney  that  several  brigades  of  the  enemy  were  relieved  by  others 
from  the  trenches  in  his  front  last  night. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  186L 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter  from  Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Scales'  bri 
gade,  who  left  his  picket-post  this  a.  in.,  reports  no  change  in  the  enemy's 
position  in  that  vicinity.  He  says  there  are  700  men  in  Scales'  bri 
gade.  There  are  L'OO  men  in  his  regiment.  It  is  considered  to  be  a 
large  regiment,  and  is  by  far  the  largest  regiment  in  the  brigade.  He 
knows  nothing  of  Longs treet  or  Early,  nor  does  he  know  of  any  recent 
movement  whatever. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  seen  the  escaped  sailor  the  second  time.  He  states 
that  he  followed  the  Danville  road  out  to  where  it  crosses  the  Appo- 
mattox  (after  leaving  Belle  Island),  crossed  the  river  at  that  point,  and 
came  down  on  the  south  bank  until  within  twenty-four  miles  of  Peters 
burg,  when  he  took  a  southerly  course  and  passed  between  Petersburg 
and  Dinwiddie  Court- House.  He  says  lie  crossed  the  Vaughan  road  and 
the  plank  road,  and  on  the  north  bank  of  the  first  stream  he  came  to 
(on  referring  to  the  map  says  it  was  the  Rowanty),  quite  near  the  Wei- 
don  railroad,  he  saw  a  large  camp  of  troops;  thinks  they  were  infantry, 
as  he  saw  no  horses  about.  Three  or  four  miles  north  of  that  point  he 
also  saw  a  camp,  which  a  negro  told  him  was  General  Butler's  command. 
It  was  on  Sunday  last  that  he  saw  these  troops.  The  enemy  have  had 
considerable  dismounted  cavalry  in  that  vicinity,  and  he  may  have  seen 
their  camps.  The  informant  seems  much  brighter  this  morning,  and 
gives  a  clearer  statement  than  he  did  yesterday;  still  he  is  much  con 
fused  in  regard  to  the  road  he  came,  as  he  tr'veled  most  of  the  way  in 
the  night,  and  in  finding  his  way  out  wras  obliged  to  retrace  his  steps 
on  the  same  road  several  times. 
Respectfully, 

J.  McEXTEE, 

Captain. 


CITY  POINT,  September  6',  1864. 

(Received  11.40  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant  MANNING: 

We. have  reason  to  believe  that  no  one  has  been  permitted  to  leave 
Richmond  since  Friday  last.  Citizens  living  toward  the  Chickahominy 
think  that  preparations  are  being  made  to  evacuate  Richmond.  They 
judge  so  from  the  extreme  precaution  taken  to  prevent  communication 
from  the  city  to  the  adjoining  counties  of  the  Peninsula.  The  true 
reason  probably  is  to  conceal  the  passage  of  troops.  Deserters  at 
headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  this  morning  report  the  return  of 
Kershaw's  division.  They  are  not  from  that  division,  however. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 

(Same  to  Captain  McEiitee.) 
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PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  6,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy  extended  rear  line  of  works  northwest  from  station  during 
the  night.     Lines  unchanged. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  6',  1861 — 6.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  condition  of  the  atmosphere  has  prevented  a  view  of  the  enemy's 
lines  since  10  a.  m.     No  movements  observed  before  that  time. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  1864. 
CORPS  COMMANDERS: 

The  following  memorandum,  indicating  the  disposition  that  will  be 
made  of  the  troops  in  the  event  of  a  general  attack  upon  the  rear,  is 
sent  for  your  information  and  guidance  by  direction  of  the  major- 
general  commanding.  The  disposition  will  be  modified  according  to 
circumstances : 

1.  Major-General  Warren,  commanding  Fifth  Corps,  will  be  charged 
with  the  line  from  the  Weldon  railroad  through  the  Gurley  house  to 
a  point  half  way  to  the  Williams  house.     He  would  keep  a  reserve  on 
his  right,  besides  holding  the  inclosed  works  of  his  present  position. 

2.  Brigadier-General   Willcox,  commanding  Ninth   Corps,   will   be 
charged  with  the  line  from  the  point  midway  between  the  Gurley  house 
and  the  Williams  house  to  and  including  the  works  on  the  plank  road. 
He  will  place  his  best  troops  at  the  Williams  house,  plank  road,  and 
at  the  small  redoubt  between  Williams'  and  Gurley's.    He  will  hold 
the  line  fronting  toward  Petersburg  in  the  manner  heretofore  indicated. 

3.  Major-General  Hancock,  commanding  Second  Corps,  will  hold  the 
rear  line  from  the  left  of  the  plank  road  to  the  termination  of  the  line 
on  the  Blackwater.     The  front  Hue  of  the  corps  will  be  held  in  the 
nnnner  prescribed  in  previous  orders. 

4.  Major- General  Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Corps,  will  be  prepared 
to  support  the  rear  line  with  his  reserved  troops. 

5.  Corps  commanders  will  at  once  make  themselves  familiar  with  the 
parts  of  the  line  apportioned  to  their  corps. 

0.  Brigadier-General  Gregg,  commanding  cavalry,  will  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  either  in  occupying  part 
of  rifle-pits  with  his  men  dismounted  or  in  covering  between  the  Black- 
water  and  James. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
(Same  to  General  Gregg.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  18(>1 — 2.20  p.  in. 
CORPS  COMMANDERS: 

The  major-general  commanding  requests  that  corps  commanders  will 
inform  him  of  the  number  of  batteries  they  will  require  in  addition  to 
those  they  have  available  for  the  occupation  of  the  rear  line  in  the 
manner  indicated  in  the  circular  memorandum  of  to-day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Start'. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  (>',  18(il — ;.'  a.  m.     (Sent  0  a.  in.) 

Major-Gcneral  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corpx  : 

I  meant  to  say  in  my  dispatch  of  10.15  p.  m.  5th],  that  probably  it 
Avould  be  best  after  furnishing  the  party  for  the  abatis  to  divide  the 
remainder  available  for  fatigue  duty  between  the  work  about  the  Will 
iams  house  and  the  work  beyond  it,  tilling  less  than  half  the  engineer 
requisition  for  party. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  (>,  180-1 — 'J  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

My  whole  command  has  been  on  fatigue  during  the  night  excepting 
Mott's  division.  The  line  from  the  Williams  house  to  the  left  is  pretty 
well  under  way  and  is  still  being  worked  mi. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  *  Staff  : 

Two  deserters  from  Wilcox's  old  brigade  have  just  come  in.  They 
report  nothing  new.  Neither  of  them  has  seen  or  heard  of  Early's 
command,  but  understand  that  Long-street's  troops,  which  were  on  the 
other  side  of  the  James,  have  been  brought  here.  They  are  both  igno 
rant  men.  No  unusual  activity  was  noticed  by  them  in  their  own 
division. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  (i,  1861 — 12.20  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Deserters  from  Hoke's  division  corroborate  the  information  sent  by 
you  last  night  and  this  morning  respecting  the  movement  of  troops  to 
our  left  yesterday  and  last  night.  They  state  that  Early's  troops  and 
others  moved  to  our  left  yesterday  and  last  night. 

A.  A!  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

General  Mott  has  about  2,500  available  men  under  the  arrangement 
of  2,000  men  per  mile.  Am  1  to  consider  them  as  part  of  the  force  for 
my  rear  line  ? 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  1864 — 3. -15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

The  2,500  available  men  of  Mott  would  form  part  of  the  force  for  your 
line  in  the  event  of  an  attack  such  as  supposed.  Their  transfer  would 
be  made  only  when  the  whole  character  of  the  attack  was  developed 
into  such  as  supposed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6',  1861 — 7. 45  p.  »i. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

A  report  from  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps  to  General 
Hunt  states  that  the  main  line  from  the  large  redan,  sometimes  called 
Fort  Hell,  along  the  little  redan  to  Ames'  battery,  is  occupied  only  with 
a  picket-line.  The  main  line  turns  off  to  the  right  a  little  beyond  Ames' 
battery  and  connects  with  the  redoubt  where  the  10-inch  mortar  bat 
tery  formerly  was.  Near  Ames'  battery  the  double  line  begins,  the 
front  line  running  along  Thomas'  and  Rhodes'  batteries,  which  are  now 
to  be  withdrawn.  But  on  the  left  of  Ames'  battery,  as  far  as  and  includ 
ing  the  big  redan  or  Fort  Hell,  there  is  no  double-  line,  the  front  line 
being  the  main  one.  In  rear  of  Fort  Hell  General  Warren  turned  a 
covered  way  into  a  place  of  arms  for  reserves,  but  it  is  not  part  of  a 
continuous  line.  The  report  of  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Second 
Corps  makes  it  probable  that  this  covered  way  has  been  considered  by 
General  Mott  as  the  main  second  line  which  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
and  is  not.  The  front  line  at  the  part  indicated  is  the  main  line  and 
should  not  be  left  to  a  picket-line. 

A.  A.  HUMP II KEYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  6,  1864.     (Received  10.35  p.  m.) 

Genera!  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Two  deserters  from  Finegan's  brigade  came  in  to-night.     Neither  of 
them  are  aware  of  any  movement  on  other  side,  nor  have  they  heard  any- 
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thing  of  Early,  except  that  one  says  ho  heard  something  said  about 
some  of  Early's  troops  having  gone  to  Atlanto.  Your  dispatch  about 
Mott's  line  has  been  attended  to. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- (General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS    SECOND    ARMY    CORPS, 

September  o',  1861. 

The  following  disposition  of  troops  is  ordered  on  the  line  now  being 
built:  The  First  Division,  General  Miles  commanding,  will  hold  from 
the  left  of  the  plank  road  (where  it  will  connect  with  the  Ninth  Corps) 
to  a  point  where  the  line  enters  the  cleared  field,  in  which  Colonel 
Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division,  now  has  his  headquarters.  The 
Second  Division,  Colonel  Smyth  commanding,  will  hold  from  this  point 
to  the  left  of  the  line,  including  the  fort  on  the  Norfolk  road.  Colonel 
Smyth  will,  however,  direct  as  large  a  detail  as  practicable  for  slashing 
timber  along  the  line  as  far  as  his  troops  worked  to-day,  especially  at 
the  point  where  his  line  leaves  the  wood  near  the  Widow  Smith's  house. 
The  stunted  pines  must  be  cleared  away  in  this  place  and  as  heavy 
slashing  made  as  practicable.  Oeneral  Miles  will  recall  his  details  now 
at  work  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road  and  will  slash  the  timber  as  far 
as  practicable,  especially  in  front  of  the  earth-work  located  oil  his  line, 
so  as  to  give  the  artillery  as  great  a  range  as  possible.  If  more  bat 
teries  are  available,  as  is  expected,  (Jeneral  Miles  will  be  furnished  with 
two  or  three.  Colonel  Smyth  with  one  and  a  section,  the  remainder  of 
the  artillery  being  in  reserve.  Information  being  received  that  the 
enemy  have  passed  toward  our  left  in  strong  force,  the  commanding 
general  hopes  the  troops  will  see  the  necessity  of  calling  on  them  for 
unusual  exertion  essential  to  their  security.  A  few  hours  more  of  such 
labor  as  has  been  performed  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours  wrill 
have  put  the  line  in  a  state  of  defense  to  render  it  easy  to  repulse  any 
attack  of  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Asaintant  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  SECOND  CORPS, 

No.  145.  )  September  6,  1864. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Battery  (Captain 
Woerner),  G,  First  New  York  Artillery  (Captain  Ames),  and  First  New 
Hampshire  Battery  (Lieutenant  Chamberlin)  will  immediately  with- 
di aw  their  batteries  to  the  open  field  near  the  Southall  house.  This 
is  the  same  field  in  which  the  batteries  of  Captain  Brown  and  Lieuten 
ant  Granger  now  are,  and  it  is  just  in  rear  of  the  line  of  works  that 
protect  the  think.  Battery  commanders  are  cautioned  to  get  into  the 
light  field.  After  arriving  the  batteries  can  unhitch  and  unharness, 
but  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  very  short  notice. 
By  command  of  Capt.  F.  M.  Edgell: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant- General 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  6',  186-1.. 
Captain  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have  established  ray 
headquarters  at  the  Williams  house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Briya d itr-  G en cral,  Co m  m a n <li n g. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

Smith  House,  September  6',  1861 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.  Second  Army  Corps: 
.CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  circular 
of  this  p.  m.  from  headquarters  Second  Corps  I  have  moved  my  divis 
ion  to  the  left  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  with  my  right  resting  upon 
that  road.  The  left  of  the  line  assigned  me  by  that  circular  is  occupied 
by  a  brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  which  is  to  move  out  at  daylight. 
From  the  plank  road  to  the  right  beyond  the  Williams  house,  the 
line  which  I  left,  is  now  vacant,  the  Ninth  Corps  not  having  moved  in. 
I  have  room  for  three  batteries  on  my  line.  Two  have  reported  to  me. 
When  the  Second  Division  moves  out  in  the  morning  L  shall  be  able, 
by  forming  my  division  in  one  rank,  to  rill  the  line,  of  \vorks  assigned  to 
me.  Possibly  one  brigade  may  be  able  to  form  two  ranks,  but  I  do  not 
expect  it. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  I'D  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  67.  J  September  6',  1861. 

The  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  division. 

T.  A.  SMYTH, 
Colonel  First  Delaicarc   Veteran   Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September 
Brig.  Gen.  K.  DE  TROBRIAND, 

Commanding  First  Brigade  : 

GENERAL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will 
proceed  as  we  talked  of  this  a.  m.  I  would  suggest  that  one,  regiment 
be  put  where  the  Second  Division  vacated,  ft  will  be  necessary  to  put 
a  small  regiment,  or  about  1^00  men,  in  the  fort  for  a  garrison.  The 
tents  should  be  covered  with  brush,  so  that  in  case  of  a  sudden  move 
it  will  not  be  noticed  by  the  enemy  so  readily. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  in  my  front 
during  yesterday  or  last  night.  Details  numbering  1,600  men  were  at 
work  yesterday  on  the  defenses  on  this  line. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  6,  1864 — 12  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

A  deserter  from  Hoke's  division  reports  that  troops  from  Early  passed 
toward  our  left  yesterday  and  last  night.  This  information  is  corrobo 
rated  by  statements  from  deserters  from  other  divisions.  The  com 
manding  general  desires  that  you  have  a  vigilant  lookout  kept  up  in 
your  direction  and  that  every  effort  be  made  to  complete  the  rear  line 
of  intrenchmeut. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  received  your  communication  in  relation  to  holding  the  rear 
lines.  I  will  do  whatever  I  can  in  the  event  of  the  enemy  coining  in 
that  direction.  I  suppose  if  I  should  be  heavily  attacked  all  around 
my  present  position  some  one  else  would  have  to  look  out  beyond  the 
Gurley  house  as  the  enemy  could  not  attack  everyAvhere  at  once.  I 
think  the  rear  line  east  of  the  Gurley  house  very  badly  located,  requir 
ing  the  maximum  of  infantry  and  giving  but  little  chance  for  artillery. 
It  may  do  for  a  sudden  emergency,  but  as  far  as  I  have  seen  it  I  think 
it  should  be  remodeled.  The  location  of  these  defenses  for  a  continuous 
line  of  battle  is  a  simple  affair,  but  to  be  held  by  small  force  points 
should  be  most  carefully  chosen.  If  there  is  artillery  to  spare  I  would 
like  to  have  the  three  batteries  I  applied  for  a  few  days  ago  to  replace 
those  gone  out  of  service.  I  am  willing  to  try  with  what  I  have.  On 
the  whole,  if  Early  does  not  come  back,  I  think  an  attack  on  us 
extremely  improbable,  and  do  not  think  it  likely  even  if  he  does.  Gen 
eral  Lee  will  more  probably  await  our  advance  on  the  Danville  road, 
which  it  is  generally  believed  we  will  make.  My  line  is  made  con 
tinuous  now  to  the  Gurley  house. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

GENERAL:  I  wish  to  withdraw  from  your  flies  my  dispatch  that  Gen 
eral  Griffin  and  General  Ayres  should  command  the  two  divisions  pro- 
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l)08ed.     I  am  writing  a  full  report  on  the  subject  of  reorganization  to 
General  Meade.     The  change  practically  could  not  yet  go  into  effect 
from  our  urgent  field  duties  and  the  necessity  for  completing  our  last 
month's  reports  under  the  old  organization. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  firing  to  have  arisen  from 
a  party  of  rebels — variously  estimated  by  my  party  at  the  house,  all 
of  whom  made  their  escape,  at  200,  by  others  at  twenty  to  thirty — fir 
ing  a  volley,  yelling,  and  then  running  to  the  Davis  house.  My  picket 
commander  deployed  the  reserve,  advanced  to  the  house,  and  found 
nothing  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Brigadier-  General 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  save  a  few  shots  exchanged  with  the  enemy's  ve 
dettes  in  front  of  Second  Division.  The  pits  reported"  abandoned  in 
yesterday's  report  were  occupied  last  night  by  the  enemy,  supposed  to 
be  cavalry  vedettes. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6,  1864 — 12  m. 
Brigadier  General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  what  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  construction  ot  that  part  of  the  rear  line  of  defense  as 
signed  to  your  corps,  and  when  it  will  probably  be  completed.  There- 
ports  from  deserters  from  Hoke's  and  other  divisions  concur  in  stating 
that  Early's  and  other  troops  passed  to  our  left  yesterday  and  last  night. 
The  commanding  general  desires  that  every  preparation  possible  be 
made  in  your  command  for  transfer  to  the  rear  line  in  the  contin 
gency  indicated  in  previous  communications,  and  that  strict  vigilance 
be  enjoined  on  the  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  oj  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  (i,  1861— 12.20  p.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  am  constructing;  a  small  redoubt  on  the  rear  line,  which,  when  the 
slashing  is  done,  will  look  to  the  right  to  the  open  country  in  rear  of 
the  Gurley  house  and  to  the  left  to  the  open  plain  on  which  the  Will 
iams  house  stands  and  command  an  open  view  to  the  front  (south)  to 
the  woods  beyond  the  (Smith  house.  The  ritle-pits  will  be  done  by 
night  to  the  swale  bounding  the  plain  on  the  west  where  the  Williams 
house  stands,  connecting  with  Miles' division  at  the  swale  which  bounds 
that  plain. 

0.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  Genera  1. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  t>.  186  i. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  of  12  m.  received.  1  telegraphed  you  at  12.20.  The 
rifle-pits  of  the  rear  line  will  be  completed  before  dark  and  as  much 
slashing  of  woods  as  possible. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX. 

Brigadier-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

September  6,  ISb'l — 3.45  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Xiutk  Corps: 

The  troops  holding  your  line  fronting  toward  Petersburg  should-  be 
disposed  with  a  view  to  holding  it  with  a  force  of  2,000  per  mile, 
including  those  in  the  inclosed  works  on  it,  and  also  with  a  view  of 
holding  it  with  the  troops  in  the  inclosed  works  only.  Those  troops 
above  the  rate  of  2,000  per  mile  should  be  held  in  reserve.  If  nothing 
occurs  between  this  and  the  morning  it  is  probable  that  some  part  of 
your  surplus  command  will  be  sent  to  the  Williams  house,  and  Ferrero's 
division  moved  from  the  Gurley  house  toward  the  Williams  house,  and 
a  division  from  General  Warren's  corps  be  sent  to  the  Gurley  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6,  1&6-1.     (Received  G.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

In  case  Warren  relieves  Ferrero,  by  putting  Ferrero's  division  on  the 
line  toward  Petersburg,  I  could  h'll  the  complement  of  2,UOO  men  to  the 
mile  very  nearly  and  have  both  white  divisions  available;  otherwise  I 
shall  have  to  put  on  parts  of  both  white  divisions  and  divide  the  organ 
ization. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1664—9.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

From  General  Hancock's  right,  across  the  plank  road  to  the  Will 
iams  house,  there  is  a  gap  of  some  400  yards,  concerning  which  I  have 
received  the  following  dispatch  in  answer  to  my  inquiries: 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  COUPS, 

September  6,  1S64. 
General  O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Co  mma  n  di  n  </  Xi  n  th  Co  rps  : 

My  troops  have  been  worked  so  I  have  no  parties  ont  to-night,  except  some  hun 
dred  men  slashing  timber  along  the  plank  road  and  to  the  lei't.  I  understood  that 
the  line  ;it  the  Williams  house  was  nearly  completed,  and  proposed  to  work  my  men 
in  the  morning  on  that  part  of  the  line  for  which  I  am  specially  responsible.  I  have 
only  about  5,500  men  for  duty  not  on  the  front  line  in  Mott's  division,  and  they  have 
worked  so  well  and  so  constantly,  all' of  them  being  on  fatigue  last  night,  that  I 
must  give  them  rest.  If  you  are  not  able  to  complete  the  line  to  the  plank  road  I 
will  give  you  wliat  assistance  I  can  to-morrow  and  complete  my  own  line. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-general. 

My  men  are  equally  worn  out  with  labor  night  and  day,  but  I  cau 
put  a  brigade  on  this  gap  to-morrow  morning  if  that  will  answer. 
Please  reply  to-night  so  that  I  can  make  my  arrangements.  I  have 
received  no  reply  to  my  dispatch  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the 
colored  troops. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  Cowman  ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  6,  1864— 9 A5  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps  : 

The  brigade  tomorrow  for  the  vacant  part  near  the  plank  road  will 
answer  very  well.  No  arrangement  is  yet  made  respecting  the  occupa 
tion  of  the  Gurley  house  by  a  division  from  Warren.  The  conclusion 
upon  the  subject  will  be  made  to-morrow.  You  cannot  move  Ferrero 
until  that  is  decided. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6,  1864. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

Your  dispatch  received.*  If  you  can  complete  the  work  on  the  plank 
road  and  the  redoubt  between  that  and  the  Williams  house  it  is  all  I 
ask.  I  will  start  a  brigade  to  the  Williams  house  from  here  at  day 
light  with  orders  to  work  on  redoubt  at  Williams'  house  and  line  con 
necting  redoubts.  Can  you  oblige  me  by  having  your  chief  of  artillery 
or  other  officer  on  the  ground  to  indicate  the  plan  of  the  work  you  have 

*  See  Willcox  to  Humphreys,  9.10  p.  m.,  second,  ante. 
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laid  out.  I  am  aware  of  your  own  necessities,  but  part  of  my  command 
is  Avorking  to-night  on  the  line  which  will  be  occupied  by  Warren, 
otherwise  I  should  not  trouble  you.  Please  answer. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  <i,  1861. 
General  WILLCOX: 

The  works  you  refer  to  were  laid  out  by  the  engineers  who  are  at 
the  Williams  house.  General  Miles  worked  on  the  line  to-day,  and  I 
will  have  one  of  his  staff  on  the  line  to  show  you  to-morrow  morning. 
1  have  only  two  of  my  own  staff  familiar  with  it,  and  they  will  be  on 
the  Norfolk  road  in  the  morning.  I  will  see  early  to-morrow  morning 
what  troops  I  will  nave  available  for  work  not  absolutely  necessary 
on  my  line.  I  think  you  will  find  most  of  the  work  done,  as  1  have 
had  two  brigades  there  since  last  evening. 

WLNT'D  «.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
Brigadier-General  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL,:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that 
you  will  please  hold  your  reserve  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  to  the 
Williams  house  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  to  assist  in  the  com 
pletion  of  the  works  at  that  point.  Humphrey's  brigade  will  move  at 
daylight  to  that  point.  Yours  may  be  necessary  in  addition.  Your 
brigade  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  tools.  Please  send 
a  staff  officer  to  confer  with  Colonel  Humphrey,  who  will  be  on  the 
ground  about  5.30. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  V.  KICHAKDS, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  6,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  HARTRANFT, 

Commanding   Third  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  Hum 
phrey's  brigade  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  complete  the  redoubts  and 
line  between  the  Williams  house  and  plank  road.  Work  from  the  Will 
iams  house  until  you  connect  with  working  parties  of  the  Second  Corps. 
General  Hancock  has  promised  to  render  all  the  aid  he  can  toward  the 
completion  of  these  works  in  the  morning.  Tools  can  be  had  upon 
application  to  staff  officers  at  these  headquarters;  also  wagons. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMANT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  change  has  been 
observed  in  front  of  the  cavalry  line. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MrM.  GREGG, 
Brit/artier- Genera  I  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  18 64. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Toward  dusk  last  evening  the  enemy  relieved  several  brigades  from 
trendies,  which  gave  rise  to  the  report  of  their  massing.  Between  8 
and  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  enemy  cheered  loudly,  and  opened 
vigorously  from  their  artillery.  I  now  occupy  the  second  line  from  right 
of  Second  Corps  to  Redoubt  No.  3,  near  the  Hare  house.  Pickets  in 
advance  of  and  in  the  former  line  hold  it.  Iain  working  on  the  new 
line  to  complete  it;  it  is  shorter  and  better. 

I).  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  6,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  would  not  need  any  additional  artillery.  I  have  eighteen  guns  in 
reserve  on  my  line  that  would  be  sufficient  artillery  for  my  small  reserve 
as  a  support. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

A  deserter  from  Hoke's  division,  on  my  right,  reports  that  last  night 
a  division  of  General  Early's  marched  through  Petersburg  to  the  Wei- 
don  railroad.  He  says  the  cheering  was  for  their  arrival.  Another 
deserter  says  that  troops  all  d/ajfeycsterda;y  from  Richmond  defenses 
were  moving  toward  our  leif :' that  GeueraIvLee  has  moved  his  head 
quarters  there  near  WxSjilpfl  railroad.  They\>  agree  that  the  arrived 

T  V  T  '  7-  1 
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determination  is  to  make  a  determined  effort  to  repossess  that  road.  I 
send  you  this  for  what  it  is  worth.  It  agrees  witli  my  observations  as  to 
movements  of  troops  during  the  night. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General . 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully   forwarded  for  the  information  of  Lieutenant-Geiieral 
Grant. 

JNO.  G.  rARKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  6',  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Another  deserter  says  that  during  yesterday  and  last  night  regiments 
were  picked  from  Hoke's  division  and  marched  to  the  left  of  our  line 
near  Weldon  railroad.  He  thought  that  four  regiments  were  taken. 
This  was  not  substantiated  by  other  deserters,  but  he  seemed  a  bright 
fellow  and  confident  of  fact. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  6',  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  major  general  commanding  directs  that  Redoubt 
No.  3  be  garrisoned  without  delay,  a  good  colonel  placed  in  command, 
and  the  slashing  in  its  front  completed.  The  colonel  can  use  his  regi 
ment  in  completing  the  work.  Captain  Briscoe,  aide-de-camp,  will 
indicate  to  him  the  line  that  is  to  be  corrected  if  Captain  Gillespie  is 
not  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]     HDQRS.  FIRSF  DIVISION.  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  }'a.,  September  (>',  1864 — 10.40  p.  m. 
Colonel  Pond,  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  will  immediately  extend  his  line  to  a  point  100  yards  to  the 
right  of  Follett's  battery,  relieving  the  troops  of  the  Second  Brigade 
on  the  left  of  that  point,  and  will  also  extend  his  left  100  yards  to  the 
left  of  tire  fourteen-gun  battery — not  counting  in  the  gorge  of  that 
work — and  relieving  the  troops  of  the  Third  Brigade  for  100  yards  on 
the  right  of  their  line. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY. 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  ]'«.,  /September  6',  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General.  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  twenty  - 
four  hours  there  have  been  no  changes  in  the  position  of  the  troops  of 
my  command  or,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  in  those  of  the  enemy.  Owing1 
to  the  unfavorable  weather  last  night  but  little  work  was  done  on  my 
front  except  in  drawing  and  in  idling  and  placing  sand-bags  in  position 
for  loop-holes.  Four  hundred  men  were  at  work  on  a  new  work  in 
progress  on  my  right. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

11.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  XORTH  CAROLINA, 

Neic  Berne,  N.  ('.,  September  6,  1864. 

Col.  THOMAS  J.  C.  AMORY, 

Commanding  Sub-District  of  Beaufort : 

COLONEL:  Some  information,  which  I  think  it  improper  to  neglect, 
has  come  to  the  effect  that  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  by  the  rebels  to 
blow  up  the  railroad  and  capture  a  train,  also  to  place  some  torpedoes 
at  Cedar  Point  to  blow  up  some  of  the  vessels.  You  must  keep  a  good 
lookout  for  the  railroad  and  the  approaches  to  it  from  both  sides  as  far 
as  Havelock,  and  until  further  orders  a  guard  of  at  least  one  company 
will  accompany  each  train.  The  hours  for  running  the  trains  will 
probably  be  changed,  the  down  trains  leaving  in  the  morning.  These 
guards  will  in  that  event  be  furnished  from  here.  Lieutenant  Ward, 
with  about  100  men,  is  with  the  little  steamer  Arrow  in  Slocomb's  Creek 
watching  the  river  in  that  vicinity.  He  has  a  Wiard  gun  with  him  on 
the  steamer.  You  must  make  the  best  use  you  can  of  Graham's  cav 
alry,  and,  with  vigilance,  I  think  we  can  perhaps  capture  any  party  that 
may  come  down  with  evil  intent. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  General. 


No.  Ill  REMSEN  STREET.  BROOKLYN,  X.  Y., 

September  (i,  1864. 

]\Iaj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HAL.LECK, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Army  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  project  for  clos 
ing  Cape  Fear  River.     It  involves  a  co-operation  between  laud  and 
naval  forces.     I  have  to  request  that  it  be  placed  before  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  his  perusal  and  then  sent  to  the  General-in-Chief. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major-  General. 
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[Indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1804. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  Lieutenant- General  Grant. 

H.  \V.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[Inclosiire.] 

NEW   YORK,  September  (!.  1864. 

Project  for  effectually  cloning   the  port  of    \Vihninyton,  X.  C..  to   block 
ade-runners. 

There  arc  two  ship  channels  into  Cape  Fear  River,  viz,  the  south 
ern  entrance  between  Oak  and  Smith's  Islands,  and  New  Inlet  Chan 
nel  between  Zeeks'  Island  and  Federal  Point.  The  southern  entrance 
is  defended  by  Fort  Caswell  and  a  powerful  inclosed  battery  at  A  on 
Oak  Island  and  by  a  strong  work  at  Bald  Ilead  and  another  work 
nearly  completed  at  C  on  Smith's  Island.  At  Fort  Caswell  the  arma 
ment  has  been  placed  on  the  glacis,  which  has  been  raised  to  protect 
thejnasonry  of  the  work.  The  work  at  A  is  about  one  mile  from  Fort 
Caswell  and  is  placed  on  the  prolongation  of  the  axis  of  the-  channel. 
One  channel  runs  very  near  A,  as  well  as  to  Fort  Caswell;  another 
passes  near  Bald  Head  Point,  connecting  with  the  first  abreast  of  Fort 
Caswell.  Here  there  is  a  line  of  obstructions  under  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
Oak  Island  is  separated  from  the  mainland  by  a  marsh  which  affords 
a  good  defense.  The  island  is  not  occupied  by  the  enemy,  so  far  as  we 
know,  west  of  A.  It,  is  heavily  covered  with  live  oak  and  undergrowth 
and  the  seashore  is  skirted  with  sand  ridges  for  the  entire  length  of 
the  island  west  of  A.  Lockwood's.  Folly  Inlet,  at  the  west  end,  for 
merly  had  five  to  six  feet  of  water  in  the  channel  at  low  tide.  There  have- 
been  no  recent  examinations  of  it  reported.  At  B  the  works  are  quite 
strong  offensively  and  comprise  batteries  for  channel  defense  looking 
toward  Fort  Caswell  and  others  toward  the  sea,  all  overlooked  by  works 
on  Bald  Head,  which  have  a  command  of  about  forty  feet.  At  C  the 
works  were  not  completed,  although  in  progress  one  month  ago.  Guns 
are  probably  in  position  there  now. 

No  batteries  have  ever  been  seen  between  Bald  Head  and  Cape  Fear 
except  tieldpieces,  which  are  sometimes  run  out  upon  the  beach  to  cover 
the  ingress  of  blockade-runners.  From  Bald  Head  Point  east  about 
one  mile  this  beach  is  obstructed  by  trees.  The  remaining  three  miles 
to  Cape  Fear  is  hard,  smooth,  and  open,  and  in  still  weather  or  even 
during  the  prevalence  of  easterly,  northeasterly,  northerly,  and  westerly 
winds,  is  well  sheltered  and  affords  a  good  and  safe  place  to  disembark 
troops.  The  south  end  of  Smith's  Island  for  aboukoue  mile  in  width 
along  the  shore  is  covered  \vith  dense  wood  and  undergrowth.  The 
balance  of  the  island  to  the  north  as  far  as  Zeeks1  Island  is  merely  a 
narrow  strip  of  sand  fronting  on  the  ocean  and  separated  from  the 
channel  of  (Jape  Fear  River  by  impracticable  [sio]  and  marshes. 
Troops  could  be  disembarked  on  the  east  or  sea  front  of  Smith's  Island 
during  the  prevalence  of  southwesterly  or  westerly  winds.  At  low 
water  the  two  shallow  inlets  between  Zeeks'  and  Smith's  Islands  are 
dry,  or  so  nearly  so  that  the  two  islands  are  practically  one. 

The  New  Inlet  entrance  is  defended  byseveral  batteries  on  Federal 
Point  and  by  a  small  work  on  Zeeks'  Island.  The  Federal  Point  works 
comprise  Fort  Fisher,  which  is  a  strong  inclosed  work  with  five  or  six 
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guns  in  Haxo  casemates;  an  inclosed  work  at  D,  with  two  guns  in  Haxo 
casemates;  the  Mound  Battery,  sixty  feet  high,  with  three  or  four  guns, 
also  inclosed,  and  four  other  batteries  between  Fisher  and  the  Mound, 
mounting  from  three  to  live  guns  each.  These  four  batteries,  at  latest 
reports,  were  not  inclosed;  they  are  probably  so  located  as  to  be  pro 
tected  by  Fisher,  the  Mound,  and  the  battery  at  D.  Field  guns  are 
sometimes  brought  out  upon  the  beach  north  of  Fort  Fisher  to  protect 
blockade-runners.  North  of  Fort  Fisher  the  seashore  is  quite  bold, 
and  troops  can  be  disembarked  there  in  still  weather  without  great  dif- 
tk'ulty,  and  under  cover  of  men-of-war,  within  1~>()  or  200  yards  from 
the  shore.  There  are  known  to  be  obstructions  in  Cape  Fear  River  at 
one  point  above  Fort  Caswell,  protected  by  a  battery  on  the  west  bank. 
This  bank,  indeed,  favors  the  establishment  of  batteries  for  the  defense 
of  the  channel. 

The  foregoing  is  simply  an  outline  of  the  most  important  items  of 
information  with  regard  to  the  water-defenses  of  Wilmington  down  to 
a  period  quite  recent.  Numerous  interesting  details,  of  greater  or  less 
importance,  have  been  omitted.  It  is  believed  by  naval  officers,  recently 
from  the  Wilmington  blockade,  that  the  depth  of  water  in  the  New 
Inlet  Channel  is  amply  sufticieut  for  the  passage  of  the  monitors  now 
off  Charleston. 

PROPOSED  PLANS  OF  OPERATIONS. 

First  plan — to  be  executed  with  0,000  men :  Capture  Zeeks'  Island  by 
a  surprise  at  daybreak,  and  land  simultaneously,  or  soon  after  day 
break,  a  force  on  Smith's  Island  to  hold  its  narrow  sea-front.  At  the 
same  time,  or,  at  farthest,  before  the  enemy's  gun-boats  could  be 
brought  down  the  river  against  Zeeks'  Island,  the  monitors  should 
run  by  the  Federal  Point  batteries,  while  the  rest  of  the  fleet  engaged 
them.  With  Zeeks'  Island  and  the  narrow  part  of  Smith's  Island 
securely  in  our  possession,  and  a  monitor  force  in  the  river,  the  block 
ade  would  be  perfect.  During  the  daytime  the  monitors  should  lie 
near  Zeeks'  Island,  as  far  off  as  possible  from  the  west  bank  of  Cape 
Fear  River  and  the  Federal  Point  batteries — say  about  3,000  yards  dis 
tant  from  each.  At  night  they  could  take  up  such  position  in  the 
channel  as  could  effectually  close  it.  Should  the  attempt  to  capture 
Zeeks'  Island  by  surprise  fail,  it  still  might  be  taken  by  siege,  provided 
the  monitors  got  in.  But  should  they  fail  to  enter,  Zeeks'  Island  might 
not  be  tenable  against  the  gun -boats  of  the  enemy,  unopposed  by  any 
naval  force.  A  knowledge,  which  we  do  not  now  possess,  of  the  inte 
rior  arrangement  of  the  work  there  could  alone  settle  this  point.  As 
not  more  than  1,200  or  1,500  men  would  be  necessary  to  test  the  prac 
ticability  of  carrying  Zeeks'  Island  by  surprise,  this  latter  should  be 
attempted  simultaneously  with  the  second  plan,  leaving  a  choice 
between  the  two  to  be  made  at  the  proper  time,  if  it  should  be 
found  necessary  to  abandon  either.  Indeed,  the  first  plan  should  be 
tried  if  only  as  a  feint  in  favor  of  the  second.  The  difficulty  of  supply 
ing  the  troops  upon  an  open  beach  is  a  matter  of  detail  that  has  been 
duly  considered. 

Second  plan — to  be  executed  with  12,000  men;  part  of  these  to  be  used 
against  Zeeks'  and  Smith's  Islands  in  accordance  with  the  first  plan: 
Laud  the  troops  on  the  open  beach  above  Fort  Fisher,  and  at  once  estab 
lish  a  strongly  intrenched  line  across  the  peninsula  to  Cape  Fear  River. 
This  line  would  be  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  running  through 
a  dense  wood.  While  the  troops  are  landing,  the  iron-clads  should  run 
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by  the  batteries  defending'  Xew  Inlet,  while  the  rest  of  the  Heet  engages 
them.  The  irou-clads,  after  entering,  should  take  up  a  position  in  Cape 
Fear  Kiver  abreast  the  land  forces.  Until  the  Federal  Point  batteries 
should  be*  reduced,  the  troops  would  receive  their  supplies  on  the  open 
beach  as  in  the  first  plan. 

The  second  plan  is  more  complete  in  its  results  than  the  first.  It 
would  yield  good  results  even  should  the  iron-clads  fail  to  get  in  or 
meet  with  disaster  subsequently,  for  with  batteries  built  well  out  toward 
the  channel  in  shallow  water,  and  the  use  of  powerful  calcium  lights, 
and  such  channel  obstructions  as  could  be  constructed  at  night,  the 
river  could  be  closed  quite  effectually,  it  is  believed,  without  the  con 
tinual  presence  of  gun  boats  on  the  inside. 

The  execution  of  either  plan  calls  for  the  combined  skill  and  expe 
rience  of  the  engineer  and  artillerist.  Important  professional  details  are 
involved  in  the  operation,  for  which  the  officer  to  be  charged  with  the 
work  should  have  time  to  prepare.  Secrecy  being  important,  if  not 
essential,  the  naval  forces  should  rendezvous  at  some  distance  from  the 
scene  of  proposed  operations.  Charleston  harbor  is  a  suitable  point,  in 
asmuch  as  the  iron-clads  are  there,  and  it  would  look  like  an  attack  in 
that  quarter. 

The  above  are  simply  the  most  salient  features  of  a  project  or  projects 
for  closing  Wilmington  to  blockade-runners.  I  am  free  to  say  that  I 
have  given  the  subject  a  great  deal  of  thought.  I  firmly  believe  the 
plans  practicable  and  am  willing  to  risk  my  reputation  in  attempting 
their  execution.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
General  PARKE: 

There  seems  to  be  a  break  between  the  new  line  taken  by  General 
Birr.ey  and  the  line  occupied  by  the  Second  Corps.  The  break  is  at 
the  Xorfolk  road.  I  wish  you  would  send  your  chief  of  staff  or  chief 
engineer  to  correct  and  establish  the  line  that  must  be  held. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  7,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Finegan's  and  two  from  Harris'  bri 
gades  who  left  the  enemy's  lines  last  night  just  arrived  here,  and  report 
no  change  in  the  position  of  Mahone's  division.  Harris'  brigade  num 
bers  about  500  men,  and  Finegan's  (with  Perry's)  about  800  men  for 
duty.  They  know  nothing  of  any  part  of  Longstreet's  corps,  and  have 
neither  seen  nor  heard  of  any  recent  movements. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  &c. 

*  A  sketch  .Accompanying  this  report  will  appear  iu  the  Atlas, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

City  Point,  September  ~,  186-1. 
Major-General  I  IUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Our  agent  succeeded  in  getting  through  from  Richmond 
last  night,  bringing  three  refugees  with  him.  lTnustial  precautions 
have  been  taken  within  a  few  days,  for  some  reason  not  explained,  in 
preventing  the  passage  of  persons  within  and  without  the  lines,  and 
our  agent  was  obliged  to  take  two  nights  to  make  the  trip,  having  left 
Richmond  on  Monday  evening.  If  Kershaw's  division  or  any  other 
troops  from  Early  have  arrived  at  Petersburg  it  is  not  known  that 
they  have  passed  through  Richmond.  One  of  the  men  brought  through 
was  an  agent  for  an  express  company,  and  was  accustomed  to  go  every 
day  to  the  Petersburg  depot.  His  own  attention  not  being  directed  to 
the  fact,  he  did  not  make  particular  inquiries  but  he  heaid  nothing 
indicating  that  any  troops  have  within  the  last  \veek  or  ten  days,  or  at 
any  time  lately,  been  sent  from  Richmond  by  the  Petersburg  road. 
There  are  very  conflicting  rumors  in  Richmond  with  regard  to  Early, 
and  people  think  that  the  Government  is  sending  out  reports  in  order 
to  conceal  his  real  movements.  The  rumor  heretofore  reported  that 
troops  had  been  sent  to  re-enforce  Hood  is  still  current  in  Richmond, 
although  it  is  known  or  believed  that  none  have  gone  from  General 
Lee's  army.  Our  agent  was  entirely  unable  to  learn,  after  making 
inquiry  from  different  sources,  what  Early's  present  position  was,  or 
whether  any  portion  of  his  troops  had  been  sent  to  Hood;  but,  as  before 
stated,  he  was  unable  to  learn  that  any  troops  have  passed  through 
Richmond  lately.  If  they  have  done  so  it  must  have  been  at  night, 
and  with  such  secrecy  as  to  avoid  all  comment  upon  it  whatever. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  fall  of  Atlanta  was  not  made  public,  and  to 
the  reticence  with  regard  to  Early,  the  public  mind  in  Richmond  is  in 
a  very  unquiet  state. 

It  was  the  common  talk  last  Monday  morning  about  the  streets  that 
General  Lee  had  telegraphed  for  1U,000  men  to  be  sent  down  to  him, 
and  the  different  battalions  in  the  city  expected  to  be  ordered  out. 
What  is  certain  about  it  is  that  on  Monday  morning  the  Fire  Brigade, 
which  is  composed  of  detailed  men,  was  ordered  out  and  directed  to 
pick  up  all  men  whom  they  might  find  in  and  about  the  city.  These 
were  again  subjected  to  an  examination  of  their  papers,  and  were  hur 
ried  oft'  to  Petersburg.  The  physical  examination  is  so  slight  that  it 
was  reported  one  blind  man  had  been  forwarded  with  the  others. 
The  better  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  recent  movements  on  the  north 
side  of  the  James  and  the  occupation  of  various  points  by  our  troops  are 
again  intended  to  mislead  the  enemy,  and  that  General  Grant  is.  in  fact, 
intending  to  stretch  out  his  lines  and  seize  the  South  Side  Railroad, 
and  General  Lee  is  understood  to  be  making  every  effort  to  extend  his 
lines  so  as  to  cover  it.  As  a  fact  bearing  upon  this,  our  informant  says 
that  he,  was  told  by  Captain  Daniel,  who  is  a  brother  of  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  Richmond  Examiner,  and  a  conductor  on  the  Petersburg  rail 
road,  that  last  Monday  morning  he  brought  a  train  loaded  witli  troops 
as  far  as  Chester  Station,  where  they  were  stopped,  it  being  uncertain 
whether  they  would  go  over  to  the  north  side  of  the  James  or  return. 

Provisions  are  still  advancing.  No  sugar  or  coffee  has  been  issued  to 
the  troops  since  our  occupation  of  the  Weldon  railroad,  before  which  it 
was  occasionally  done.  The  fall  of  Atlanta  had  not  been  known  long 
enough  with  certainty  for  its  effects  to  be  seen  to  any  marked  extent, 
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Before  our  agent  left,  however,  on  Monday,  when  it  was  known,  gold 
advanced  from  500  to  000  per  cent.  It  had  been  selling  before  at  2100, 
and  was  sold  on  Monday  at  2600  and  2700. 

In  regard  to  some  information  lately  asked  for  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Comstock,  I  get  the  following  answers:  The  enemy  are  abundantly 
supplied  with  spherical  case.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  Parrott  shell 
of  all  sixes,  particularly  for  the  20  pounders.  The  caps  now  made  are 
very  bad,  the  sheet  copper  belonging  to  the  Government  being  entirely 
consumed,  and  the  Government  has  agents  picking  up  copper  wherever 
it  may  be  found.  There  is  also  a  great  dearth  of  soft  iron,  so  much  so 
that  it  is  said  that  no  more  is  to  be  had  for  the  manufacture  of  heavy 
ammunition.  The  enemy  are  now  understood  to  have  four  Whitworth 
guns  with  General  Lee's  army,  and  fixed  ammunition  for  them  is  in 
great  demand. 

I  inclose  a  Richmond  paper  of  the  5th,  whose  articles  show  in  what  a 
bitter  spirit  the  fall  of  Atlanta  is  received.    It  is  the  only  one  brought. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  II.  SHARPE, 

Colonelj  ifcc. 


PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 

September  7,  1861 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet.     Xo  change  of  camps  or  lines. 

H.  W.  FULTOX. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  7,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  There  has  been  nothing  of  interest  reported  from  my  sta 
tions  to-day.  The  enemy  are  at  work  upon  a  ditch  in  front  and  to  the 
right  of  the  work  blown  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864.     (Received  8.15  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Two  deserters  from  Finegan's  brigade  this  morning.  They  do  not 
know  of  anything  unusual  going  on.  Neither  of  them  have  seen  or 
heard  of  any  movement  of  troops  to  their  right  and  have  heard  nothing 
about  Early. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  G  en  eraL 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

Since  last  report  the  line  from  Williams'  house  to  Norfolk  road  has 
been  about  completed.  The  troops  are  now  engaged  in  finishing  and 
particularly  in  slashing.  The  right  of  my  two  divisions  on  that  line 
now  rests  on  the  plank  road. 

WrINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  7,  1864.     (Sent  11  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  as  soon  as  the  part  of 
the  rear  line  upon  which  working  parties  of  the  Second  Corps  have 
been  engaged  admits  of  it,  one  of  the  divisions  will  be  returned  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Jones  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. . 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  7,  1864 — 11.45  a.  m+ 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

An  examination  of  the  Blackwater  Swamp  yesterday  shows  it  to  be 
impassable  below  where  the  left  of  the  rear  line  of  intrenchments  rests, 
except  at  a  point  about  one-third  of  a  mile  below  the  left  of  the  rifle- 
pits,  where  it  is  passable  for  horsemen,  and  may  be  made  passable  for 
artillery.  The  point  is  indicated  on  the  maps  by  a  road  which  is  not 
drawn  through  the  swamp.  The  rifle-pit  should  be  extended  to  include 
this  point.  The  dam  at  Sturdivant's  Mill  should  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as 
a  working  party  can  be  sent  there;  it  will  make  the  low  ground  of 
second  swamp  impassable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  7,  1864 — 10.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  ask  whether  in  your  judgment  it  would  not  be 
well  to  move  a  brigade  at  daylight  to  the  Deserted  House  to  re-enforce 
Mott  if  necessary  and  another  brigade  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Jones 
house  to  re-enforce  on  the  plank  road  if  required,  the  brigades  to  come 
from  the  two  divisions  working  ou  the  rear  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

CAPTAIN  :  In  reply  to  communication*  of  Major-General  Humphreys, 
chief  of  staff',  received  at  1.15  a.  m.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my 
picket- line  is  in  front  of  the  main  line;  that  the  front  line  from  Ames' 
battery  to  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  is  considered  the  main  and  only 
line.  The  troops  withdrawn  from  there  were  placed  in  reserve  for  the 
purpose  of  being1  moved  anywhere  that  may  be  necessary.  If  the  chief 
of  artillery  of  the  Second  Corps  had  reported  to  my  headquarters  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  major-general  commanding  the 
corps,  the  placing  of  the  troops  would  have  been  explained  to  him  and 
would  have  obviated  his  report  to  the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 

Capt,  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  that  the  enemy  during  the  night  greatly  strength 
ened  his  picket-line  in  my  front  from  the  right  of  the  Jerusalem  plank 
road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  II.  DE  TROBRIAND, 

Commanding  First  Brigade : 

GENERAL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  the  following 
disposition  of  your  troops:  Colonel  McAllister  will  relieve  all  of  your 
command  on  the  left  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  You  will  withdraw 
from  the  front  line,  commencing  on  the  right  where  the  Fourth  Maine 
Artillery  is  stationed,  all  except  a  support  for  your  picket-line.  You 
will  put  a  garrison  in  the  small  fort  near  the  Norfolk  railroad,  and  take 
up  the  second  as  your  line,  with  the  right  resting  on  the  railroad.  You 
will  proceed  immediately  to  level  all  of  the  old  works  between  your 
main  line  and  the  line  which  you  have  occupied  in  front,  making  ban 
quettes  and  traverses  for  the  availability  and  the  protection  of  the  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Hancock,  September  6,  7.45  p.  m.,  p.  721. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  R.  PIERCE, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

GENERAL  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  extend 
your  right  so  as  to  occupy  the  ground  that  may  be  vacated  by  the  move 
ments  that  Colonel  McAllister  has  been  ordered  to  make. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Col.  ROBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  the  following 
disposition  of  your  command:  You  will  occupy  the  work  near  the  bead 
and  left  of  the  plank  road,  relieving  all  of  the  troops  that  General  De 
Trobriand  may  have  there.  General  Pierce  is  directed  to  relieve  your 
left,  which  may  be  vacated  to  accomplish  the  above.  You  will  continue 
the  slashing  in  your  front,  and  particularly  in  the  immediate  front  of 
the  fort,  so  that  the  guns  will  have  a  good  range  and  prevent  the  enemy 
from  massing  troops  or  sending  their  sharpshooters  to  annoy  us. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  II.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 

In  compliance  with  the  above  order  the  following  disposition  is  made 
of  the  troops  of  this  brigade: 

I.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
will  at  once  move  his  command  into  the  fort.     The  Eighth  New  Jersey 
Volunteers  will  move  to  their  right  and  occupy  the  place  vacated  by 
the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the  One  hundred  and 
twentieth  New  York  Volunteers  will  close  up  to  the  left  of  the  Eighth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers,  resting  with  their  left  on  the  gap. 

II.  Colonel  Schoonover,  commanding  Fort  Crawford,  will  send  the 
Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  including  the  Fifth  Battalion  New 
Jersey,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  300  men,  to  the  right  to  occupy  the 
works  near  the  head  and  left  of  the  plank  road,  relieving  General  De 
Trobriand's  troops  and  our  own  reserve,  these  300  men  to  be  relieved 
every  forty-eight  hours  from  the  forts.     A  prompt  and  immediate  com 
pliance  with  this  order  is  required. 

By  command  of  Col.  R.  McAllister: 

J.  P.  F1NKELMEIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  yesterday 
and  during  the  night.    Private  Sandford,  Company  H,  Twelfth  U.  S. 
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Infantry,  deserted  while  on  picket,  and  was  afterward  seen  in  conver 
sation  with  a  mounted  rebel  officer.  The  brigades  of  Crawford's  divis 
ion  and  details  from  the  other  divisions,  numbering  together  about 
2,700  men,  were  at  work  yesterday  on  the  defenses. 

G.  K.  WAKREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/  September  7,  1864. 

General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  line  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  Scouts  report  the  enemy's  vedettes  have  fallen  back.  My 
troops  occupy  this  morning  the  new  line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Williams 
house. 

O.  B.  W1LLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

Two  deserters  that  left  the  rebel  lines  last  night  say  that  Hoke  was 
lying  in  camp  or  in  the  trenches  day  before  yesterday;  that  the  rebel 
troops  are  stretched  out  in  a  single  line  watching  us,  and  there  are  no 
reserves  between  Petersburg  and  here  except  two  brigades. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Brigadier  General  POTTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  start  a  brigade 
of  your  troops  toward  the  Williams  house  to  halt  until  further  direc 
tions  at  the  small  redoubt  this  side  the  "  swale." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Blick's  Station,  Va.,  September  7,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
GENERAL:  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  place  one  bri 
gade  of  your  troops  in  position,  with  its  right  resting  at  and  including 
the  redoubt  half  way  between  the  Gurley  house  and  the  Williams  house, 
with  left  extending  to  and  including  the  first  redoubt  on  the  plain  upon 
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which  the  Williams  house  is  situated.  He  directs,  also,  that  you  con 
struct  a  strong  abatis  in  front  of  the  line  thus  to  be  occupied  by  you, 
at  a  distance  of  seventy  yards  from  the  works. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOURTH  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  \ra.,  September  7,  1864. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER,  FIRST  BRIGADE: 

Snt:  You  will  move  your  brigade  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  to 
a  position  with  its  right  resting  at  and  including  the  redoubt  half  way 
between  the  Williams  house,  with  left  extending  to  and  including  the 
first  redoubt  on  the  plain  on  which  the  Williams  house  is  situated. 
You  will  proportion  your  men  to  the  length  of  the  line,  leaving  room 
on  the  left  for  the  regiment  that  is  to  report  to  Colonel  Humphrey 
to  morrow  morning,  which  will  report  as  ordered.  You  will  construct 
a  strong  abatis  in  front  of  the  line  thus  to  be  occupied  by  you  at  a  dis 
tance  of  seventy  yards  from  the  works.  You  will  draw  in  your  pickets 
when  you  move. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Ferrero: 

GEO.  A.  HICKS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864—8.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  during  the  night.  A 
scouting  party  sent  from  Lee's  Mill  to  the  plank  road  found  nothing  of 
the  enemy.  An  old  contraband  came  to  my  lines  this  morning,  having 
come  from  Sussex  yesterday,  traveling  along  the  plank  road.  He  saw 
no  troops,  save  an  occasional  mounted  vedette. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  7,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

Please  inform  General  Willcox,  commanding  Ninth  Corps,  as  well  as 
Generals  Hancock  and  Warren, of  everythingimportant  that  is  observed 
or  occurs  in  the  cavalry  front.  Please  direct  the  cavalry  officers  on 
picket  to  inform  the  commanding  officers  of  the  nearest  infantry  force 
in  their  rear  of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  so  that  the  delay  of  receiv 
ing  the  information  through  you  will  not  occur.  This  is  not  intended, 
however,  to  dispense  with  your  sending  the  information  also  when  it 
reaches  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  7,  1864 — (i  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  return  to  my  command,  and  will  do  my 
self  the  honor  to  report  in  person  to-morrow. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

No.  100.  }  In  the  Field,  September  7,  18G4. 

I.  Capt.  Israel  K.  Sealy,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Volun 
teers,  is  hereby  announced  as  assistant  adjutant-general  on  the  staff  of 
the  major-general  .commanding  department. 

II.  Capt.  H.  R.  Glum,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  announced 
as  chief  signal  officer  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Caro 
lina,  vice  Capt.  L.  B.  Norton,  relieved  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  War 
Department. 

III.  First  Lieut.  John  A.  Kress,  II.  S.  Ordnance  Corps,  is  hereby 
announced  as  chief  of  ordnance  of  the  army  in  the  field,  vice  Capt 
A.  Mordecai,  relieved  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  War  Department. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler : 

E.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS  : 

Nothing  of  special  interest  on  my  line.  General  Hunt  withdrew 
three  batteries  from  me.  I  am  working  at  the  second  line  at  all  points. 
Deserter  confirms  report  as  to  portion  of  Early's  troops  returning,  and 
also  that  the  enemy  are  at  work  at  an  inner  line  of  redoubts. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  7,  1864.     (Sent  10.40  a.  in.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  know  where  the  1,800  men 
are  posted  that  were  withdrawn  from  the  Tenth  Corps  by  General 
Ord's  order. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864.     (Received  12.50  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  regiments  withdrawn  from  my  line  are  stationed,  I  think,  on 
James  River,  at  Berkeley  house,  Wilson's  Wharf,  and  City  Point. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1861. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 

I  have  withdrawn  my  main  line  to  second  line.  Hold  advance  line 
with  skirmishers.  Will  you  not  order  proper  connection  between  your 
right  and  my  left?  1  have  ordered  General  Terry,  my  left  division,  to 
co-operate  with  your  division  commander  on  ^our  right  in  effecting  Jt. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  September  7,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  Yesterday  I  received  orders  from  the  major-general  com 
manding  to  place  without  delay  a  good  regiment  in  Redoubt  No.  3.  I 
selected  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Regiment,  and  directed  its  commanding 
officer  to  move  its  camp  into  and  in  rear  of  the  work.  On  examination 
I  found  the  work  in  its  present  condition  incapable  of  defense.  Three 
of  its  sides  have  parapets  of  seven  feet  at  least  above  the  terre  plein, 
and  there  is  no  banquette;  the  superior  slopes  of  the  parapet  are  nearly 
horizontal,  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  nre  on  an  approaching  enemy. 
The  fourth  side  of  the  work,  the  gorge,  is  as  yet  only  the  reverse  of  the 
old  rifle-pits;  in  second  line  it  is  not  more  than  two  feet  above  the  terre- 
plein.  No  platforms  are  yet  laid  for  the  gnus,  and  oidy  a  portion  of  the 
embrasures  are  cut.  The  artillery  officer  on  duty  there  reports  that  at 
present  he  can  use  none  of  his  guns.  The  commanding  officer  of  the 
Sixth  Connecticut  Volunteers  has  orders  to  employ  his  men  in  complet 
ing  the  work,  and  the  regiment  has  been  relieved  from  all  other  duty. 
The  new  line  to  the  right  of  Sauger's  battery  is  well  forward;  it  will 
be  completed,  I  think,  within  thirty- six  hours;  reliefs  are  working  on  it 
day  and  night.  I  still  have  one  regiment  in  the  advanced  line,  its  left 
connecting  with  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  it  should  be  withdrawn  to  the  main  line  and  the  connection  main 
tained  with  the  Second  Corps  by  crossing  the  railroad  where  my  left 
now  rests.  No  other  movement  of  troops  than  the  one  spoken  of  above 
has  been  made  during  the  past  twenty  four  hours.  One  deserter  came 
in  yesterday.  No  casualties  are  reported. 

I  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  II.  TERRY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

Redoubt  No.  3  must  be  completed  with  the  least  possible  delay.     Gen 
eral  Terry  will  employ  the  regiment  mentioned  within  upon  it,  withdraw 
the  regiment  now  in  advanced  line,  and  maintain  a  proper  connection 
with  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  112.  )  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  7,  1864. 

1.  The  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Camp 
bell  commanding,  will  immediately  garrison  the  fourteen-gun  battery, 
and,  in  the  event  of  attack,  hold  it  to  the  last.  The  regiment  will  be 
exempt  from  all  duty  except  such  as  is  required  for  the  completion  and 
safety  of  the  work. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen, A.  H.  Terry:   - 

A.  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  7,  1864. 

Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  position  of  the  reserves 
of  my  command  remains  the  same  as  at  my  last  report,  no  changes  hav 
ing  been  made  in  their  disposition  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 
The  first  line  of  battle  in  my  front  is  manned  as  before,  by  two  officers 
and  fifty  men;  the  second  line  of  battle  to  which  the  force  except  one- 
tenth  were  withdrawn  was  extended  from  the  right  and  left  last  night 
about  100  yards  to  the  right  and  a  little  more  to  the  left,  connecting  on 
the  right  and  left  with  the  First  and  Second  Brigades.  The  enemy 
have  been  at  work  on  their  batteries.  I  opened  the  Bequa  guns  on  a 
fatigue  party,  which  at  once  caused  a  suspension  of  work.  A  musketry 
fire  was  kept  up  all  last  night  by  the  enemy.  No  casualties  have  been 
reported. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  POND, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  •  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  7,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  occurred 
on  my  line  within  the  past  twenty-four  hours.     A  detail  of  400  men 
were  at  work  on  the  new  redoubt  on  my  right,  which  is  progressing. 
Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  drainage  of  the  trenches 
as  the  necessity  for  it  has  been  developed  by  the  late  rain. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


1864. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  7,  j 
Capt.  P.  A.  DAVIS, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps : 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  working  parties  on  my 
front  have  been  engaged  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  in  throwing 
up  traverses  and  in  tilling  sand-bags  and  placing  them  in  position. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  OSBORX. 
Colonel  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH"  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  7,  1864. 
Maj.  TIIEO.  HEAD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Signal  officer  at  Crow's  Nest  station  reports  mortar  firing  on  our 
Dutch  Gap  working  party,  but  soon  silenced  by  our  guns  and  mortars. 
Enemy  still  at  work  on  Cox's  Ferry  earth-works.  Enemy  seen  working 
at  Hewlett's  battery;  think  they  are  building  traverses,  but  not  cer 
tain,  as  cannot  get  good  view  of  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

TIIEO.  F.  PATTERSON, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  8.  Army. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

Near  Olive  Branch  Church,  September  7,  1864. 
Capt.  M.  J.  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN:  I  learn  that  about  sunrise  this  morning  several  rebel 
soldiers  were  seen  near  Doctor  Bryant's  house.  A  few  were  mounted. 
I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  along  the  right  of  the  line.  There  is 
a  safeguard  named  (Jay,  Thirty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  at 
Doctor  Bryant's.  The  officers  complain  that  on  other  occasions  when 
rebels  have  been  seen  about  there  that  he  is  very  uncommunicative 
and  they  are  suspicious  of  him.  As  this  safeguard  is  outside  of  our 
picket-line  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  I  respectfully  submit  that  he 
should  either  be  withdrawn  or  relieved.  Our  line  is  so  thin  that  it  is 
impossible  to  keep  out  determined  and  skillful  scouts,  and  I  think  in 
places  through  the  woods  on  the  Lawyers'  road  that  a  wire  could  be 
stretched  from  tree  to  tree,  running  through  small  iron  staples,  so  that 
the  picket  could  hear  any  one  striking  the  wire  during  the  night. 
There  must  be  old  worn-out  telegraph  wire  about  which  could  be  used 
advantageously.  1  have  directed  Major  Stratton  to  endeavor  to  entrap 
the  parties  who  come  near  Doctor  Bryant's. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

SAM.  WETHERILL, 
Major  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.  )  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  89.  J  City  Point,  Va.,  September  8,  1864. 

1.  Hereafter  rations  will  not  be  sold  to  citizens  residing  within  the 
lines  of  the  armies  operating  a  gainst  Richmond,  unless  such  persons  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  Gratuitous  issues  of  provisions  will  not  be  made 
to  citizens  except  on  certificates  that  they  are  destitute  and  have  no 
means  of  purchasing,  and  in  such  cases  issues  will  be  made  in  accord 
ance  with  General  Orders,  No.  04,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  War 
Department.  Citizens  who  are  inimical  to  the  Government  or  refuse 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  will  be  sent  into  the  enemy's  lines.  Those 
citizens  who  take  the  .oath  of  allegiance  will  be  sent  to  the  Northern 
States  if  they  desire  to  go  there. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant  General  Grant: 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  8,  1864 — 2  p.  in. 

Lieutenaut-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  dispatch  from  Major-General  Hancock,  and  explanatory 
note  from  Captain  McEntee  are  thought  worth  sending: 

HEADQUARTERS  .SECOND  COUPS, 

Septemhcr  8,  1SG4 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  officer  [of  the]  day  of  the  First  Brigade  of  General  Mott's  division  reports 
this  morning  that  he  has  ascertained  that  the  Richmond  City  Home  Guards  are 
picketing  in  front  of  a  part  of  Mott;s  division.  The  division  officer  [of  the]  day  says 
he  is  endeavoring  to  ascertain  more  particulars.  It  may  be  that  this  is  for  the  pur 
pose  of  preventing  desertion. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OK  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  8,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  Richmond  City  Home  Guard  is  a  militia  organization  composed  of 
old  men  and  boys  who  have  heretofore  only  been  called  out  on  urgent  occasions. 
This  organization,  according  to  best  information  I  have  received,  including  Rich 
mond  and  Petersburg,  numbers  near  3,000  men.  A  part  of  that  force  occupied  the 
trenches  during  the  Reams'  Station  tight. 
Respectfullv. 

J.  McENTEE. 

Captain,  4-c. 

J]STO.  G.  PAEKE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  8,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Five  deserters  who  left  the  enemy's  lines  last  night  have 
just  arrived  here.  They  report  no  change  in  the  position  of  Mahone's 
division,  nor  have  they  heard  of  the  arrival  of  any  troops  from  the 
Valley.  1  can  get  no  reliable  evidence  confirmatory  of  the  rumors  that 
Kershaw's  division  has  as  yet  returned  from  the  Valley.  I  think,  on 
the  contrary,  that  everything  seems  to  indicate  that  they  have  neither 
passed  through  Eichmond  nor  Petersburg.  Among  all  the  deserters 
coming  in  I  have  been  able  to  hear  from  the  city  nearly  every  day  for 
the  past  week,  and  I  find  none  of  them  who  have  seen  or  heard  of  Ker 
shaw's  division  passing,  except  one  man,  who  states  that  they  went 
through  the  town  on  Sunday  last.  There  is  abundant  evidence  to  show 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  command.  One  of  these  men 
to-day  reports  that  on  Sunday  last  he  saw  Fry's  brigade  pass  through 
the  town,  and  several  days  ago  a  deserter  from  Lane's  brigade  reported 
that  he  saw  Fry's  brigade  march  down  to  their  right  flank.  Law's 
brigade  is  still  lying  in  rear  of  Mahone's  division,  and  one  of  these  men 
while  conversing  with  a  man  in  Fifteenth  Alabama  was  told  by  him 
yesterday  that  a  part  of  Longstreet's  corps  was  still  with  Early,  but 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  747 

that  they  were  expected  to  be  here  soon.  Perry's  brigade,  attached  to 
Finegan's,  numbers  about  250  men  for  duty.  One  of  the  deserters 
examined  this  morning  is  a  son  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shuttleworth,  of 
the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  now  stationed  at  Pensacola  Xavy-Yard.  He 
has  been  in  the  rebel  army  three  years,  is  a  very  intelligent  youth,  but 
left  the  Confederate  service  because  he  considers  their  cause  hopeless. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McENTEE, 

Captain,  tCc. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  8,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,   Fa.  : 

I  can  get  nothing  confirmatory  of  rumors  that  Kershaw  has  returned. 
I  can  hear  directly  from  Petersburg  through  deserters  nearly  every 
day,  and  I  have  found  but  one  man  who  had  seen  Kershaw,  while 
several  other  men  say  that  on  Sunday  last  Fry's  and  Bratton's  bri 
gades  passed  through  the  city  and  took  position  on  enemy's  right.  I 
think  that  move  gave  rise  to  the  rumor. 

J.  MoENTEE, 

Captain,  etc. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC.  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  8,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  My  lookouts  report  no  movements  upon  the  part  of  the 
enemy  to-day  excepting  the  minor  one  this  morning. 

Plank  road  station  reports : 

The  enemy  are  enlarging  works  near  the  lead-works  and  apparently  are  extend 
ing  their  lines  farther  to  their  extreme  left.  They  have  also  commenced  several  new 
works  of  a  light  character  at  different  points  in  our  front.  Two  trains  of  nine  and 
ten  wagons  wont  to  our  left  beyond  the  Weldon  railroad  at  10  a.  m.  Camps  un 
changed. 

The  enemy  are  also  strengthening  their  works  upon  the  left  bank  of 
the  Appomattox  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Clifton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEK, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  8,  1864. 

General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

Yesterday  the  Second  Division  was  engaged  in  extending  the  line 
from  the  Norfolk  road  to  the  Black  water  and  in  slashing.  The  First 
Division  was  engaged  principally  in  slashing;  to-day  they  are  con 
tinuing  the  work.  A  detail  of  400  men  are  at  work  rebuilding  the  dam 
at  the  mill-pond.  One  brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  which  holds  the 
left  of  my  line,  has  been  ordered  to  camp  at  the  Deserted  House,  where 
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it  will  be  more  available  as  a  support.  One  brigade  of  the  First  Division 
will  be  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Ohieves  house  to-day,  the  remainder 
of  the  division  following  us  soon  as  the  line  is  completed. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  8,  1864, 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Two  deserters  from  Finegan's  brigade  came  in  this  morning.  They 
left  their  line  about  two  hours  before  daylight  and  report  that  they 
know  of  no  movement  of  troops  whatever,  and  have  heard  nothing  of 
Longstreet's  troops  except  that  they  are  in  the  Valley. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  8,  180-1.     (Sent  8.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  latest  information  is  believed  to  establish  as  tolerably  certain 
that  no  part  of  Early's  troops  have  passed  through  Richmond  or  Peters 
burg.  Both  divisions  may  therefore  be  returned  to  their  former  posi 
tions,  as  the  work  they  were  assigned  is  not  now  one  of  immediate 
necessity  and  can  be  finished  by  details  sent  from  the  old  camps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  8,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  make 
arrangements  to  move  one  brigade  near  the  Chieves  house  this  after 
noon,  to  camp  so  as  to  be  available  readily  as  a  support  to  General 
Mott.  The  brigade  will  be  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  division  as  soon 
as  the  line  on  which  it  is  working  is  completed. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  8,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the 
major-general  commanding,  that  a  part  of  the  picket-line  opposite  my 
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First  Brigade  was  relieved  during  the  night  by  some  of  the  Richmond 
City  Home  Guards.     The  portion  so  relieved  was  picketed  by  Heth's 
division.     It  may  have  been  done  to  stop  desertions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  8,  18 til. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  C  a.  ni.  yesterday  the  enemy 
advanced  a  force  near  the  Davis  house  and  drove  in  the  pickets  at  that 
point;  the  reserves  were  quickly  deployed  and  the  enemy  as  quickly 
retreated,  carrying  off  with  them  eleven  of  our  men.  Nothing  further 
of  importance  occurred  during  the  day  or  night. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

.  September  8,  1864. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corp*  : 

The  following  dispatch  from  signal  officer  on  plank  road  is  sent  for 
your  information : 

HEADQUARTERS    AlJMV    OK    TIIK    POTOMAC,   SlliNAL    DEPARTMENT, 

September  <?,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GKNEUAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  reports  just  received: 

•'PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 

"September  8,  1864 — S.40  a.  m. 

"At  8  a.  m.  a.  battery  of  artillery  appeared  in  vicinity  of  lead-works,  moving 
southward,  and  disappeared  in  woods  west  of  large  fort.  Immediately  about  800 
infantry  came  from  woods  northwest  of  large  fort,  and  moved  southward  on  line  of 
Weldon  railroad.  A  few  wagons  moving  westward  near  lead-works,  but  could 
not  see  the  road  to  distinguish  movements  of  infautrv.  Camps  unchanged. 

"FULTON, 

"  Sergeant.'' 

"AVERY  HOUSE,  September  S,  2864 — 9  a.  in. 

"Parties  of  enemy  at  work  digging  in  ditches  or  saps  extending  from  exploded 
fort  and  under  enemy's  front  line.  All  quiet  at  other  points. 

"LYON, 
"  Lieutenant." 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  S.  STRYKER, 
Acting   Chief  Signal  Officer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  <9,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

As  the  authorized  consolidation  of  this  corps  cannot  practically  go 
into  effect  until  the  reports  for  the  last  month  are  completed  without 
delaying  their  execution,  and  as  I  find  considerable  difficulties  attend 
ing  the  consolidation  to  make  it  as  I  think  for  the  good  of  the  service, 
L  have  decided  to  suspend  any  further  action  during  the  temporary  ab 
sence  of  General  Meadeaml  lay  the  whole  subject  at  sonic  length  before 
him  for  his  reconsideration.  Another  reason  for  this  delay  is  the  amount 
of  labor  our  new  position  gives  us  in  making  defenses,  constructing 
roads,  drains,  wells,  &c. 

HISTORY   OF    THE    CONSOLIDATION    OF    THE  FIRST    AND    FIFTH    CORPS. 

In  pursuance  of  General  Orders,  No.  10,  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  March  24, 1864,*  the  First  and  Fifth  Corps  were  reduced  each 
to  two  divisions  and  united  in  one,  to  be  called  the  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
This  was  unpalatable  to  some,  as  it  compelled  a  reduction  of  the  num 
ber  of  brigades  and  divisions,  and  this,  together  with  the  return  of  offi 
cers  absent  during  the  winter,  compelled  Generals  Ayres  and  Cutler, 
who  had  long  commanded  divisions,  to  go  back  to  the  command  of  bri 
gades.  It  is  also  probable  that  the  appointment  of  myself,  junior  in 
years  to  many  of  the  generals  under  me,  produced  unpleasant  reflec 
tions  in  their  minds.  Added  to  this  was  the  reconstruction  of  the  staff' 
of  the  consolidated  corps.  In  these  matters  my  position  was  not  an 
apparently  easy  one,  especially  as  I  had-  not  the  selection  of  my  gen 
erals  or  the  power  of  doing  otherwise  than  to  assign  them  according  to 
their  rank.  My  corps  staff'  was  also  taken  from  the  ranking  officers  in 
the  different  departments  left  with  me.  The  corps  was  stretched  along 
the  railroad  from  Alexandria  to  Mitchell's  Station,  a  distance  of  from 
sixty  to  seventy  miles,  and  was  only  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Cul- 
peper  on  the  2d  of  May.  The  next  day  we  began  this  campaign,  re 
markable  above  all  others  for  its  length  and  destruction  of  life.  The 
new  organization  had  not  fairly  begun  to  work  before  the  losses  in  battle 
began  to  disturb  it,  and  from  that  time  to  this  almost  every  day's  cas 
ualties  required  a  new  construction  to  meet  the  hour,  again  to  be  over 
thrown  by  the  next  battle. 

The  second  day's  battle  in  the  Wilderness  deprived  me,  by  his  death, 
of  General  Wadsworth  (next  to  myself  in  rank),  commanding  one  of  the 
new  divisions  formed  out  of  the  First  Corps,  and  wounds  lost  me  Gen 
eral  Baxter,  commanding  a  brigade  of  the  other  division  of  the  First 
Corps.  Colonel  MeCandless,  commanding  a  brigade  in  the  old  Fifth 
Corps,  was  wounded  at  Spotsylvania  Court- House.  The  command  of 
General  Wadswortli's  division  fell  to  General  Cutler.  In  the  battle  of 
May  8,  near  Spotsylvania,  a  severe  wound  deprived  me  of  General 
Eobinson,  commanding  the  other  division  of  the  old  First  Corps,  and 
for  a  time  the  adjutant- general  of  the  corps,  Colonel  Locke,  and  Col. 
A.  W.  Denisou,  commanding  Maryland  Brigade.  This  left  General 
Robinson's  division  without  a  general  officer.  I  therefore  assigned 
one  brigade  temporarily  to  the  division  commanded  by  General 
Cutler,  one  to  that  commanded  by  General  Crawford,  and  retained 
the  Maryland  Brigade  under  my  own  immediate  direction,  as  I  also 

*  See  Vol.  XXXIII,  p.  722. 


CHAP.LIV.I  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  751 

did  the  brigade  of  heavy  artillery,  Colonel  Kitching.  The  battle  of 
the  10th  of  May  cost  us  the  life  of  General  Eice,  commanding  a  bri 
gade  then  in  the  division  of  General  Cutler.  Losses  in  brigade  com 
manders  continued  to  occur  frequently,  but  as  they  did  not  materially 
affect  the  organizations  or  divisions,  1  will  not  recount  them.  General 
Cutler  was  the  only  general  officer  belonging  to  the  old  First  Corps 
remaining  with  us  when  we  left  Spotsylvania  Court- House. 

In  this  condition,  without  any  time  for  reconstruction,  we  moved 
on  and  fought  the  battle  on  the  North  Anna,  at  Jericho  Mills,  and 
those  at  Bethesda  Church.  We  also  had  numerous  skirmishes,  and, 
though  known  as  such  only,  some  days  caused  us  a  loss  of  COO  killed 
and  wounded.  While  near  Bethesda  Church,  the  2()th  day  of  May, 
General  Lockwood,  with  re-enforcements,  was  assigned  to  duty  with  me, 
and  I  gave  liim  the  command  of  General  Eobinson's  division,  reunited 
for  that  purpose.  That  very  day  its  adjutant-general  and  inspector- 
general  were  lost  (being  taken  prisoners),  and  not  deeming  General 
Lockwood,  under  the  circumstances,  efficient  as  a  division  commander, 
and  proper  to  be  second  to  me  in  rank  in  the  corps  and  my  successor  if 
I  should  become  disabled,  I  applied  to  have  him  relieved,  which  was  done. 
The  time  of  the  division  of  General  Crawford  (the  Pennsylvania 
Eeserves)  expired  just  at  this  time,  May  31,  and  I  then  assigned  him 
to  General  Eobinson's  division,  along  with  the  veterans  (constituting  a 
small  brigade)  remaining  of  his  former  division.  On  arriving  at  Cold 
Harbor,  June  (i,  the  corps  was  placed  for  a  few  days  in  reserve,  and  a 
temporary  reorganization  was  at  once  made.  General  Ayres,  who 
ranked  General  Cutler,  and  was  entitled  to  a  division  in  preference, 
was  given  a  division  composed  of  his  own  brigade,  the  Heavy  Artillery 
Brigade,  and  the  Maryland  Brigade,  which  had  joined  the  old  First 
Corps  after  Gettysburg.  General  Crawford  retained  the  two  old  bri 
gades  of  General  Eobinson's  division  and  the  veteran  Eeserves. 

In  General  Griffin's  division  I  replaced  General  Ayres'  brigade  by 
a  brigade  from  General  Cutler's  division,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
Third  Division  of  the  First  Corps  before  the  consolidation,  and  left 
General  Cutler  a  division  formed  of  the  two  brigades  which  he  com 
manded  before  the  consolidation  and  return  of  General  Wadsworth. 
This  was  made  after  careful  consideration  and  consultation  with  Col 
onel  Bankhead,  inspector-general  of  the  old  First  Corps,  and  so  far  as  I 
know  was  satisfactory  to  all  the  division  commanders,  except  it  might 
have  been  that  General  Cutler  did  not  feel  satisfied  with  two  brigades. 
However,  as  one  of  the  four  divisions  had  to  be  composed  of  two  bri 
gades,  I  placed  that  condition  on  the  junior  commander  in  rank.  The 
corps  again  lost  very  considerably  by  the  battle  before  Petersburg, 
June  18,  and  after  that  I  proposed  to  reduce  the  command  to  three 
divisions  by  uniting  General  Cutler's  two  brigades  into  one  and 
placing  it  with  General  Ayres  or  General  Crawford,  in  that  case  con 
solidating  the  Heavy  Artillery  Brigade  and  the  veteran  Eeserves  into 
a  brigade  for  the  other.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  commander  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

As  the  officer  whose  feelings  were  most  concerned,  I  consulted  Gen 
eral  Cutler  on  this  subject,  and  found  that  he  objected  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  breaking  up  the  old  First  Corps.  The  changes  I  proposed 
making,  though  it  formed  new  divisions,  retained  all  the  old  First 
Corps  brigades  intact,  except  that  it  diminished  the  number  by  their 
consolidation  as  had  been  done  with  brigades  of  the  old  Fifth  Corps. 
The  commanding  general,  however,  objected  to  my  proposed  reorgani- 
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zation  and  decided  he  would  consider  a  proposition  to  put  all  the  old 
First  Corps  regiments  into  one  division  if  a  suitable  scheme  was  pre 
sented.  This  I  found  attended  with  difficulties.  To  each  of  the  bri 
gades  new  troops  had  been  added  during-  the  campaign,  and  an  effort 
had  been  made  to  distribute  them  among  the  old  troops.  These  new 
troops  would  have  to  be  taken  from  the  old  First  Corps  brigades  and 
transferred  to  the  Fifth  Corps  brigades.  The  brigade  taken  from  Gen 
eral  Griffin  would  thus  have  to  be  replaced  by  entirely  new  troops,  and 
a  new  organization,  and  he  would  have  to  reorganize  his  other  brigades 
if  he  put  old  troops  into  the  new  one,  and  similar  arrangements  would 
have  to  be  made  with  General  Ayres.  The  division  to  be  formed  of 
the  old  First  Corps  would  have  to  be  consolidated  from  live  brigades  to 
three,  and  thus  the  records  of  the  regiments  would  be  brought  into 
confusion.  The  division  to  be  formed  out  of  the  old  First  Corps  regi 
ments  would  be  inordinately  large  in  comparison  with  the  others  and  be 
composed  of  all  old  troops.  There  are  advantages  to  both  old  and  new 
troops  in  being  mingled  together,  and  by  this  arrangement  it  would  be 
lost  to  both.  The  proper  time  for  making  these  changes,  however,  was 
about  the  10th  of  the  month,  so  that  the  last  monthly  reports  could  be 
completed  before  the  command  changed  from  the  commanders  to  whom 
the  reports  had  to  be  made. 

Pending  the  arrival  of  this  time  our  movement  took  place  toward  the 
Weldon  railroad,  and  in  the  three  days  of  battle  there  the  corps  suffered 
a  further  depletion  of  3,959  men.  It  fell  principally  upon  Ayres'  and 
Crawford's  divisions.  The  former  lost  54  officers  and  1,219  men,  and 
the  Sixth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  having  been  ordered  to  Wash 
ington,  the  remaining  regiment  of  that  brigade  was  attached  to  one  of 
the  other  brigades,  leaving  but  two  brigades.  In  General  Crawford's 
division  the  two  veteran  regiments,  constituting  a  small  brigade,  and 
Colonel  Lyle's  brigade  lost  so  heavily  that  both  combined  left  but  a 
very  small  brigade.  The  other  brigade  of  this  division  also  lost  heavily. 
General  Cutler  in  the  last  of  these  engagements  was  so  severely 
wounded  as  to  be  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  I  therefore  transferred 
temporarily  one  of  his  brigades,  Colonel  Hofmann's,  to  General  Ayres, 
and  the  other,  General  Bragg-s,  to  General  Crawford. 

After  consultation  with  the  general  commanding  Army  of  the  Poto 
mac  on  the  subject  of  reorganization  after  these  battles  on  the  Weldon 
railroad;  he  adbered  to  the  determination  to  have  the  regiments  of  the 
old  First  Corps  made  into  one  division.  On  having  a  return  made  up 
of  the  strength  present  in  these  old  regiments  I  found  it  was  5,781, 
which  by  mistake  was  taken  by  me  as  present  for  duty,  and  this  I 
knew  was  more  than  half  the  strength  of  the  corps.  I  then  suggested 
that  the  old  Fifth  Corps  be  also  made  into  one  division,  which  was 
acceded  to.  Upon  investigation  I  found  my  mistake  in  the  5,781  tor 
duty,  as  it  included  all  in  arrest  and  confinement  and  on  special  and 
daily  duty. 

According  to  the  tri-monthly  report  for  August  31  the  strength  of 
the  corps  is : 

Aggregate 
present- 
Old  regiments  of  First  Corps 5,  781 

Field  artillery 1,397 

Old  regiments  of  Fifth  Corps  and  new  regiments  assigned  during  campaign, 
including  heavy  artillery  and  Maryland  Brigade 10,  537 

17,  715 
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The  troops  as  now  arranged  are: 

Aggregate 

First  Division,  General  Griffin  :  present. 

First  Brigade  (old  First  Corps  troops,  rive  regiments,  1,445  officers  and 

men) al,  979 

Second  Brigade  (old  First  Corps  troops,  noiie ) 2,  214 

Third  Brigade  (old  First  Corps  troops,  uone) 2,  213 


6,406 
Deduct  old  First  Corps  troops 1,  445 


Fifth  Corps  troops  in  Griffin's  division 4,  961 


Second  Division,  General  Ayres: 

First  Brigade  (old  First  Corps  troops,  none) 2,  675 

Second  Brigade  (Maryland  Brigade) 1,  516 

Third  Brigade  (old  First  Corps,  four  regiments,  931  officers  and  men) 61, 676 


5,867 
Deduct  old  First  Corps  troops 931 


Fifth  Corps  troops  in  General  Ayres'  division 4, 936 


Third  Division,  General  Crawford : 

First  Brigade  (old  Fifth  Corps  troops,  574) cl,  614 

Second  Brigade  (all  old  First  Corps) 1,  215 

Third  Brigade  (all  old  First  Corps) 1, 150 


3,979 
Deduct  old  Fifth  Corps  troops 574 


Old  First  Corps  troops 3,  405 


Total  of  old  First  Corps  troops : 

In  First  Division 1,  445 

In  Second  Division 931 

In  Third  Division 3,  405 


5.781 

If  this  is  made  the  Third  Division,  under  General  Crawford,  there  will 
be  left  for— 

First  Division,  General  Griffin 4,  961 

Second  Division.  General  Ayres,  by  transferring  Pennsylvania  Reserves  to  it.     5,  510 

If  it  is  determined  to  organize  the  command  as  above,  by  the  approval 
of  the  commanding  general  I  will  issue  an  order  as  follows: 

First.  The  Fourth  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  is  hereby  discon 
tinued. 

Second.  All  the  regiments  belonging  to  the  old  First  Corps  at  the 
time  of  its  formation  (now  in  First  and  Second  Divisions,  enumerate 
them)  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Third  Division. 

Third.  The  veteran  Pennsylvania  Reserves  are  transferred  to  the 
Second  Division. 

Fourth.  The  prospect  of  filling  up  the  corps  renders  it  desirable  to 
retain  the  organization  of  three  brigades  to  a  division,  and  each  division 
commander  will  arrange  his  brigades  as  he  thinks  best. 

Fifth.  The  following  staff  officers  are  hereby  assigned  as  follows: 
(For  further  consideration.) 

a  Difference,  534.  &  Difference,  745.  c  Difference,  1,040. 

48  B  R — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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I  make  the  above  proposition  to  meet  what  I  consider  to  be  the  wishes 
of  the  general  commanding1  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the  cir 
cumstances. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  8,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  Scouts  report  the  enemy  leaving  their  camps  during  the 
night  in  front  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  taking  everything 
with  them.  No  changes  have  been  discovered  in  the  position  of  the 
enemy  in  front  of  auy  other  portion  of  the  line. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  8,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  lines  of  the 
Second  Cavalry  Division  during  the  night.  At  one  or  two  points  a  few 
dismounted  men  occasionally  approach. the  line.  These  men  are  seek 
ing  a  remount. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  8,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery  : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  not  fired 
so  regularly  to-day  as  yesterday.  They  invariably  cease  shelling  soon 
after  our  batteries  open.  Major  Ludlow  seems  to  think  that  we  ought 
to  stop  their  lire  altogether,  a  thing  utterly  impossible,  you  know.  The 
working  party  has  not  been  compelled  to  quit  labor  a  minute  during  the 
day.  Last  night  not  a  shot  was  fired  by  the  rebels  in  this  direction. 
All  had  a  quiet  sleep. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  <9,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I : 

I  am  pushing  work  forward  at  all  points  on  the  redoubts  of  second 
line.     Have  commenced  one  at  Hare  house,  inclosing  the  work  there. 
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During  the  past  twenty- four  hours  the  enemy  have  been  pushing  a 
trench  toward  our  line  from  the  Crater.  Do  not  understand  its  object. 
Will  try  and  develop  it  to-day.  A  deserter  of  the  usual  intelligence 
reports  that  Beauregard  left  for  Georgia  night  before  last  in  great 
haste. 

D.  B.  B1KNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  <s>,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

Deserter  just  in  says  that  the  trench  referred  to  by  me  in  0  o'clock 
report  is  a  covered  way  to  their  picket-line.  He  says  the  ration  of 
corn  meal  was  reduced  yesterday  three-quarters  of  a  pound;  he  says 
that  a  part  of  Bushrod  Johnson's  command,  to  which  he  belongs,  was 
under  orders  to  march  at  3  o'clock  this  morning;  this  last  I  doubted  from 
his  want  of  particular  specific  information. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  #,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  events 
occurring  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours  within  this  command: 
In  consequence  of  Colonel  Pond's  illness  I  assumed  command  of  the 
brigade  yesterday  at  11  a.  m.  I  find  the  general  condition  of  the  com 
mand  good.  The  police  of  the  camps  and  trenches  is  being  improved- 
very  much  and  is  now  in  a  good  state  of  progression.  In  pursuance 
with  instructions  from  division  headquarters,  the  Eighty-fifth  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers  has  been  relieved  from  all  duties  except  those  con 
nected  with  the  position  assigned  them.  Besides  the  occupation  of  the 
fourteeu-gun  battery  by  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  the 
balanceof  the  command  will  be  disposed  of  as  follows :  One  hundred  men 
to  the  left  of  the  fourteen-gun  battery,  140  between  the  fourteen-gun  bat 
tery  and  Follett's  battery,  So  men  to  the  right  of  Follett's,  and  50  men  on 
picket,  making  375  men  to  be  furnished  from  three  regiments.  In  conse 
quence  of  the  heavy  details  it  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  two  reliefs  for 
the  trenches.  I  have  therefore  determined  to  dispose  of  the  command  so 
as  to  be  on  duty  two  days  and  off  one.  The  officer  of  the  trenches  re 
ports  that  the  enemy  are  working  away  at  the  old  Crater  and  are  run 
ning  a  sap  from  that  point  toward  our  works,  which  is  already  past 
their  chevaux-de-frise.  But  very  little  firing  is  done  in  my  front  dur 
ing  the  day.  No  casualties  have  occurred  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGADE,  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  8,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assista nt  A djutant- General : 

SIR:  I  am  satisfied  that  the  enemy  are  pushing  two  saps  from  the 
Crater  toward  the  salient  point  of  onr  picket- line  to  the  front  of  the 
Crater.  The  work  does  not  .appear  to  be  pushed  with  much  vigor.  I 
could  discover,  say,  two  or  three  shovels  at  work  at  the  same  time  in 
each  sap.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  plan  to  annoy  them  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  picket-line  by  musketry?  I  have  given  instructions 
to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  picket  detail  to  give  special  attention 
to  this  matter  and  report  promptly  any  discoveries  he  may  make. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

In  the  Field,  September  8, 

Capt.  M.  J.  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR:  I  send  down  to-day  a  party  of  contrabands  who  came  in  yester 
day  and  to-day.  They  represent  that  the  enemy  have  disappeared 
from  our  Irout,  excepting  a  few  scattering  scouts.  According  to  their 
accounts,  the  farmers  are  thrashing  out  their  grain  witli  all  possible 
dispatch,  and  hurrying  it  and  their  prime  negroes  beyond  Dinwiddie 
Court-House.  At  one  point,  about  six  miles  beyond  our  lines,  is  a 
farmer  named  Heth  or  Heath  who  has  about  GOO  bushels  of  wheat  and 
a  greater  quantity  of  prime  oats  already  thrashed  and  winnowed  out. 
This  had  not  been  moved  two  days  ago.  I  have  ordered  out  all  the 
dismounted  men  who  can  be  spared  from  the  dismounted  camp  of  the 
•Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  propose  organizing  a  dismounted 
party  of  picked  men  to  ferret  out  those  scouts  and  bushwhackers  who 
are  continually  annoying  our  pickets.  They  sometimes  get  within  our 
lines  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  intelligence.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jacobs,  Third  Xew  York  Cavalry,  reports  that  he  was  fired  upon  near 
Sturdivant's  Mill  by  a  scout  or  bushwhacker  three  days  ago.  I  think 
the  party  I  propose  to  organize,  judiciously  handled,  will  be  of  more 
service  here  than  lying  idle  in  camp.  If  there  is  any  objection,  will 
you  please  notify  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROB.  M.  WEST, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


WASHINGTON.  September  £,  1864 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Lieuteu ant-General  GRANT: 

The  recruiting  returns  show  an  average  of  about  5,000  mustered  in 
per  day  for  the  last  week. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  9,  1864. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Under  the  construction  given  to  it  the  War  Department  Circular,  No. 
61,  is  giving  rise  to  much  dissatisfaction.  According  to  it  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  three-years'  organizations,  who  have  at 
times  varying  from  that  of  original  organization  to  the  present  accepted 
promotions  won  by  merit,  often,  if  not  always,  in  the  belief  that  thereby 
their  term  of  service  was  not  increased,  are  now  held  for  three  years 
from  their  last  promotion  and  remuster.  I  submit  that  such  a  decision 
at  this  late  day  is  of  doubtful  expediency,  with  reference  to  those  offi 
cers  who,  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  circular  referred  to,  had 
accepted  promotion,  as,  even  if  good  officers,  they  will  still  feel  that 
they  have  been  unjustly  treated  and  unfairly  held.  Since  the  promul 
gation  of  this  circular  many  valuable  officers  are  refusing  promotion, 
which,  while  purporting  to  be  a  reward,  yet  imposes  at  once,  without 
opportunity  for  furlough,  another  term  of  three  years'  service.  For  the 
good  of  the  service  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  circular  be 
so  changed  that  at  all  remusters  arising  from  promotions,  whether 
before  or  after  its  date,  officers  shall  have  the  option  of  being  remus- 
tered  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  their  term  of  service  or  for  three 
years,  as  they  shall  choose. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieuten  an  t-  General . 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  9,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,    Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Four  deserters  from  the  enemy  just  received  that  came 
into  General  Mott's  division,  Second  Corps,  about  9  o'clock  last 
evening.  Two  of  them  are  from  Harris'  brigade,  and  two  from  Fine- 
gan's  brigade,  all  of  Mahone's  division.  Hill's  corps.  One  of  the  desert 
ers  from  Harris'  brigade,  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  states  that 
Humphreys'  brigade,  of  Kershaw's  division,  has  been  lying  in  the  rear 
of  Mahone's  division  for  the  past  five  or  six  days  until  yesterday,  when 
it  moved  to  the  right  toward  the  Weldoii  railroad;  that  he  visited  this 
brigade  day  before  yesterday,  which  was  encamped  in  a  valley  just  to 
the  rear  of  Mahone's  division ;  is  positive  they  moved  to  the  right  yes 
terday;  understood  the  brigade  had  lately  come  from  the  north  side  of 
the  Appomattox,  but  did  not  know  whether  it  had  been  to  the  Valley  or 
not;  that  it  was  rumored  yesterday  Heth's  division  was  about  to  move 
to  the  right;  had  not  moved  when  informant  left.  Position  of  Hill's 
corps  remains  unchanged  as  far  as  known  by  these  deserters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  9,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Four  deserters  forwarded  this  p.  m.  from  headquarters 
Ninth  Army  Corps.     They  came  into  our  lines  this  morning  about  5 
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o'clock.  They  are  from  the  Sixteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  Weisiger's 
brigade,  Ma-hone's  division,  and  Third  Georgia  Regiment,  Wright's  bri 
gade,  same  division.  Report  no  change  in  enemy's  position.  One  of 
the  men  from  Third  Georgia  Regiment  thinks  Field's  division  is  in  rear 
ofMahone's;  saw  Jenkins' brigade  there  (now  Bratton's),  also  Law's 
(Alabama)  brigade.  Know  nothing  of  whereabouts  of  Kershaw's  divis 
ion  by  either  of  informants. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  9,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Can  you  locate  Field's  division  ?    Two  brigades  of  it  reported  to  be  in 
rear  of  Mahoue's  division  to-day,  Law's  and  Jenkins'. 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  9,  186-1. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy  continues  to  strengthen  and  extend  his  works  at  different 
points.  The  woods  in  vicinity  of  lead- works  are  being  thinned  out, 
making  their  camps  appear  larger;  no  movements  visible. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  9,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


JORDAN  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  .9,  1864—12  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Army  of  the  Potomac:, 

There  is  a  large  party  at  work  on  Fort  Clifton,  apparently  making  a 
new  face  to  the  south  side  of  that  work.  The  enemy  are  still  at  work 
opposite  the  Rushmore  house.  Only  two  limbers  are  visible  there  this 
a.  m.  There  is  a  train  of  cars,  one  loaded  with  hay,  the  rest  are  box 
cars,  in  Petersburg  to  our  right  of  the  Norfolk  depot  arid  near  the  rail 
road  bridge.  Nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  observed  at  that  point  be 
fore.  Trains  are  moving  both  ways  every  day  in  Petersburg  at  the 
point  where  the  dirt  road  to  Richmond  crosses  the  Lynchburg  railroad. 
Respectfully, 

T.  R.  CLARK, 
Captain  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 
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PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  .<>,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Enemy  are  digging  rifle-pits  in  rear  of  their  picket-line  in  vicinity 
of  Gregory's.     The  usual  activity  visible  on  works  ac  different  points. 

H.  W.  FULTON", 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  !>,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  to  request  that  the  batteries  now  occupying  Fort 
Hell  and  the  position  on  its  immediate  right  be  withdrawn  and  replaced 
by  batteries  of  this  corps  to-morrow  morning,  in  order  that  the  batteries 
there  may  be  under  one  command.  The  enemy  have  been  permitted  to 
work  lately  in  a  manner  which  should  not  have  been  allowed.  A  power 
ful  fort  has  been  erected  by  the  enemy  since  the  withdrawal  of  the  New 
Hampshire  battery  from  Fort  Hell,  which  formerly  kept  down  the 
enemy's  working  parties.  I  have  to  request  that  to-night  Captain  Ed- 
gell  should  take  charge  of  all  the  batteries  from  the  plank  road  to  1,000 
yards  to  the  right,  to  include  Fort  Warren,  as  I  am  intending  to  per 
form  a  delicate  operation  and  wish  the  batteries  to  be  under  his  charge 
for  the  time  being,  in  order  that  General  Mott,  in  command  of  the 
line,  can  control  them.  I  wish  that  the  matter  should  be  kept  as 
secret  as  possible,  and  therefore  wish  to  have  the  matter  entirely  under 
General  Mott's  control. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  .9,  1864 — 5  p.  m, 
General  HANCOCK: 

Captain  Hani,  commanding  the  batteries  between  the  plank  road  and 
railroad,  is  ordered  to  report  to  you.  You  have  already  been  informed, 
through  your  chief  of  artillery,  that  all  the  batteries  on  your  front  were 
at  your  disposal  for  any  service  connected  with  the  operation  of  your 
troops.  It  is  now  forty-eight  hours  since  1  visited  Fort  Hell.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  the  powerful  work  you  refer  to  as  being  erected  in  that 
time. 

HENKY  J.  HUNT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  9,  1864 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  been  informed  by  my  chief  of  artillery 
that  all  the  batteries  in  my  front  were  at  my  disposal,  nor  do  I  consider 
that  such  is  the  proper,~vwiJr6fm!PrJr»u^g  me  of  the  fact,  and  as  you  have 
not  complied  with  my  wishes  "Oti  tie  Vtknect  referred  to  this  morning  I 
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shall  hereafter  apply  to  different  sources.  I  did  not  suppose  that  any 
of  the  batteries  would  refuse  to  obey  my  orders  if  I  directed  them  to 
fire  or  not  to  tire,  but  out  of  courtesy  to  you  I  addressed  the  telegram 
to  you  of  this  morning.  If  you  have  not  lately  seen  the  powerful  work 
on  my  left  which  1  referred  to  this  morning  you  can  readily  see  it  by 
visiting  the  lines. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  0,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  sent  a  telegram  to  General  Hunt  this  morning,  requesting  that  my 
chief  of  artillery,  Captain  Edgell,  might  be  placed  in  charge  of  all  the 
batteries  on  my  line  from  Fort  Warren  to  the  plank  road  in  connection 
with  my  operations  to-night  only.  Also  that  he  would  substitute  my 
own  batteries  for  those  recently  put  in  Fort  Hell,  as  since  mine  were 
withdrawn,  the  enemy  have  been  allowed  to  work  without  molestation 
on  a  powerful  work  to  my  left,  which  work  was  previously  much  retar 
ded.  General  Hunt  did  not  comply  with  either  of  my  requests,  but 
returned  an  equivocal  answer.  I  tind  that  a  Captain  Harii  has  been 
put  in  charge  of  a  part  of  the  batteries  on  my  line,  while  my  chief  of 
artillery  has  charge  of  others.  I  do  not  wish  to  apply  to  General  Hunt 
any  further,  but  refer  the  matter  to  you  for  decision.  I  desired  as  few 
heads  as  possible  for  my  operations  to-night.  At  1  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  propose  to  try  and  remove  the  enemy's  picket-line  in  my 
front,  which  has  been  strengthened  during  the  last  two  days  by  new 
rows  of  pits. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  dispatch  I  sent  General  Hunt,  and  his  reply, 
to  which  1  respectfully  invite  your  attention.* 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  9,  1864.     (Sent  0.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

I  saw  General  Hunt  before  receiving  your  telegram,  and  understood 
from  him  that  he  had  ordered  Captain  Ham  to  report  to  you,  not  only 
that  he  might  be  under  the  orders  of  your  chief  of  artillery,  but  that 
you  might  also  make  any  changes  that  you  desire  in  the  batteries, 
placing  in  position  such  as  you  preferred  of  your  own  artillery  and 
withdrawing  those  not  belonging  to  your  own  corps,  not  only  for  to 
night  but  as  the  permanent  arrangement.  Please  have  such  as  you 
withdraw  and  do  not  need  in  reserve  for  your  corps  ordered  to  report 
to  General  Hunt  for  reserve  for  the  general  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  See  1  p.  in.  and  3  p.  in.,  p.  759. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  #,  lti(J4.     (Received  7  p.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Captain  Hum  did  report  to  me,  but  not  under  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  your  dispatch,  and  I  gave  him  no  orders  until  I  could  hear  from  you. 
Your  dispatch  arranges  the  matter  satisfactorily,  as  would  a  similar 
one  from  General  Hunt  in  answer  to  mine  first  sent  him. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \      HDQRS.  IST  BRIG.,  3o  Div.,  2o  CORPS, 

No.  77.  j  September  .9,  1S6-L 

1.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meikel,  commanding  Twentieth  Indiana  Vet 
eran  Volunteers,  will  take  his  regiment  and  the  Second  U.   S.  Sharp 
shooters  in  front  of  that  part  of  your  line  which  extends  on  the  left  of 
the  new  redoubt  built  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.     The  movement 
will  be  executed  at  12  o'clock  to-night  most  quickly,  and  so  as  to  remain 
unnoticed  by  the  enemy's  pickets.     At  1  a.  m.  Colonel  Meikel  will  carry 
the  enemy's  rifle-pits  from  a  point  marked  by  a  single  tree  on  the  left 
to  the  Jerusalem  road,  including  the  point  known  as  the  Chimneys, 
where  he  will  be  supported  by  some  companies  of  the  Ninety-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  Biles'  command.     From  the 
point  of  attack  marked  by  the  little  tree  alluded  to  he  will  establish  on 
the  left  a  new  straight  line  of  rifle-pits,  connecting  with  the  present  one 
at  the  next  projecting  point  of  woods.     He  will  occupy  and  defend  his 
new  line,  if  attacked,  until  after  sunrise,  when  the  two  regiments  under 
his  command  will  be  relieved  by  the  advance  of  the  present  line  of  the 
Third  Brigade.     It  is  deemed  preferable  to  carry  the  point  at  a  rush, 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  without  any  filing  if  possible. 

2.  Col.  E.  R.  Biles,  commanding  the  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Vol 
unteers,  will  take  his  regiment  in  front  of  that  part  of  our  line  which 
extends  from  Fort  Hell  to  a  point  on  the  right  opposite  to  a  single 
tree,  where  a  new  line  of  pickets  will  be  advanced  during  the  evening. 
The  movement  will  be  executed  at  12  o'clock  to-night  most  quietly, 
and  so  as  to  remain  unnoticed  by  the  enemy's  pickets.    At  1  a.  m.  Col 
onel  Biles  will  establish  thoroughly  a  new  picket-line  from  the  single 
tree  already  alluded  to  up  to  the  point  known  as  the  Chimneys,  keeping 
two  or  three  companies  to  rush  to  that  point  if  necessary  and  carry  it 
in  connection  with  Colonel  Meikel,  Twentieth  Indiana  Veteran  Volun 
teers,  who  will  carry  that  part  of  the  enemy's  rifle  pits  from  the  left.     He 
will  occupy  and  defend  his  new  line,  if  attacked,  until  after  sunrise, 
when  his  regiment  wilLbe  relieved  by  the  advance  of  our  present  line. 
It  is  deemed  preferable  to  carry  the  point  at  a  rush,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
and  without  any  firing  if  possible. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  de  Trobriand: 

JAS.  M.  LINNAED, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  THLRD  Div.,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  9,  186-L 

The  regimental  commanders  will  put  the  whole  of  their  commands 
under  arms  and  in  the  breast- works  at  12  o'clock  to-night,  and  will  keep 
them  so  until  after  sunrise  ready  for  any  emergency.  They  will  take 
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care  that  no  light  or  noise  may  cause  the  enemy's  pickets  to  suspect, 
and  still  less  to  ascertain,  that  any  movement  is  going  on  in  our  line. 
During  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania, 
the  One  hundred  and  twenty-fourth  and  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Vol 
unteers  will  spread  their  lines  to  the  left  so  as  to  fill  up  the  gap  to  Fort 
Warren.  During  the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana, 
the  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  will  spread  its  line  to  the  left  so  as 
to  connect  with  the  Seventeenth  Maine.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
men  should  not  be  informed  of  any  intended  movement  before  the  hour 
appointed  for  its  execution. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  de  Trobriand: 

JAS.  M.  LINNAED, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  <?,  1804. 
CAPTAIN  COMMANDING  THE  PICKET  LINE: 

You  will  get  your  men  quietly  under  arms  at  12.30  o'clock  to-night. 
The  pickets  on  your  right,  at  the  head  of  the  plank  road,  are  to  be  ad 
vanced  at  1  o'clock  precisely.  If  the  pickets  on  your  front  make  any 
demonstration  to  advance  you  must  repulse  them,  or  if  they  commence 
firing  on  our  troops  to  the  right  you  will  return  the  tire,  so  as  to  relieve 
our  troops  as  much  as  possible.  You  will  therefore  see  the  importance 
of  having  your  men  all  under  arms  and  in  good  position,  so  as  to  re 
pulse  the  enemy  should  they  attack  you,  or  to  fire  upon  them  should 
they  open  on  our  troops  to  your  right.  Use  great  caution  in  getting 
your  pickets  under  arms,  so  as  not  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
enemy. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

B.  E.  PIEECE, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  9,  1864. 
Col.  E.  MCALLISTER,  Third  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  During  the  operation  to-night  you  will  please  instruct 
your  pickets  and  the  reserve  that  they  must  not  tire  unless  the  party 
operating  is  driven  back  and  there  is  danger  of  an  assault  from  the 
enemy,  and  to  be  very  careful  not  to  tire  on  our  own  troops.  It  may  be 
necessary  for  you  to  advance  the  left  of  your  line  after  the  new  line  is 
established.  You  will  act  accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  G  en  cral. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  9,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  occurred  yes 
terday  or  last  night.  Working  parties,  numbering  200  men,  were  at 
work  during  the  day  on  the  defenses  at  this  point. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  'J,  186-1. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

GENERAL:  I  again  find  myself  in  the  position  1  have  been  so  often 
before,  surrounded,  by  starving  women  and  children.  They  are  unwill 
ing  to  take  the  oath,  as  they  do  not  know  but  it  may  be  made  a  source 
of  oppression  to  them  by  our  enemies  if  we  remove,  and  it  hardly  seems 
right  to  exact  such  a  sacred  thing  from  women  under  the  pressure  of 
craving  hunger.  I  cannot  see  them  starve,  and  have  not  the  means 
to  support  them.  Cannot  I  be  authorized  to  issue  rations  to  support 
those  within  our  lines  ? 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARRED, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  .9,  1864. 
General  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

General  Patrick  says  he  will  at  once  take  the  necessary  measures  to 
relieve  the  destitute  women  and  children  alluded  to  in  your  dispatch  of 
this  morning.  Perhaps  it  would  be  best  for  you  in  such  cases  to  refer 
the  parties  to  the  provost-marshal-general. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A  a  flint  a  nt  A  dju  ta  nt-Gcn  eral. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  .9,  1S64. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  A  djutant-  Genera  I  : 

GENERAL  :  It  is  hardly  possible  to  send  these  distressed  people  to 
the  provost-marshal-general.  They  are  old  and  enfeebled  or  too  young, 
and  those  that  have  any  strength  are  absolutely  required  at  home  to 
take  care  of  the  sick  and  the  babies.  In  spite  of  all  we  can  do,  our 
pillagers  keep  these  people  in  constant  terror,  and  under  threats  of 
burning  the  houses  ransack  everything.  It  is  distressing  to  listen  to 
their  stories,  the  evidence  of  whose  truth  is  seen  in  every  dwelling. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF. THE  POTOMAC, 

September  . 
General  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

I  did  not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  you  were  to  send  the  destitute 
people  to  General  Patrick.  I  only  desire  to  suggest  that  it  would  per 
haps  save  you  inconvenience  were  you  to  refer  their  applications  or 
make  known  their  necessities  to  General  Patrick. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  9,  1864. 
General  WARREN: 

At  1  o'clock  to-night  I  propose  to  try  and  capture  or  drive  off  the 
enemy's  picket- Hue  in  my  front  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  plank  road. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  9,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Deserters  from  Mahone's  division,  who  left  their  picket  last  night, 
report  no  addition  to  the  forces  in  this  vicinity.  They  say  there  is 
considerable  despondency  among  the  Georgia  troops  since  Sherman's 
victory.  Three  of  them  belong  to  the  Third  Georgia.  General  Grant's 
order  is  getting  to  be  known,  bnt  there  is  much  talk  of  the  terms  on 
which  deserters  will  be  received,  few  having  a  chance  to  see  the  order. 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

•September  9,  1864. 
General  WILLCOX  : 

I  am  about  making  an  attack. to  obtain  the  enemy's  pickets  in  my 
front,  the  right  and  left  of  the  plank  road.  The  troops  going  in  will 
probably  come  out  at  the  Strong  house,  a  little  to  your  right.  The 
hour  fixed  is  1  o'clock. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  9,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  line  of  the 
Second  Division.  Last  evening  at  dark  a  few  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
appeared  on  the  plank  road  in  front  of  my  vedettes.  I  will  make  an 
examination  of  the  country  in  front  of  the  Gnrley  house,  and  if  practi 
cable  will  push  the  line  farther  out  to-day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  .9,  186 4. 
Col.  HENRY  L.'ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  twenty  to  thirty  shells 
have  been  fired  by  the  enemy  at  the  canal  to-day,  but  two  of  which 
took  effect.  The  remainder  burst  wide,  doing  no  damage  to  any  one. 
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We  have  a  rery  small  mark  to  tire  at,  aiid  of  course  cannot  hit  every 
time.  Our  average  shots  are  as  good  as  could  be  expected.  The 
rebels  seem  to  tire  now  and  then  simply  out  of  spite.  Tried  the  light 
guns  to-day  and  thought  they  did  good  execution.  Shall  try  them 
again  to-morrow  and  save  the  8-inch  shells  as  much  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  Fintt  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  9,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Nothing  new  on  my  line.  The  enemy  are  pushing  forward  four 
trenches,  saps,  or  approaches  to  my  works.  They  are  seven  feet  deep, 
five  feet  wide.  A  scout  of  mine  crept  up  to  them  last  evening  and  so 
reports.  Can't  imagine  their  use.  I  will  place  my  Coehorn  mortars  in 
position  near  them  to-day  and  try  and  stop  further  progress.  The 
redoubts  are  iu  fair  progress. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  September  9,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  fur 
nish  you  the  following  copy  of  a  telegram  just  received : 

General  BIRXKY: 

At  1  o'clock  to-night  I  propose  to  try  and  capture  or  drive  oil'  the  enemy's  picket- 
line  in  iny  front  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  plank  road. 

WINF'D  8.  HANCOCK. 

Major-  Gen  era  I. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  A  d jut  ant-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.y  September  9,  1864. 
Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  this  morning.  The  enemy  kept 
up  a  fire  of  musketry  last  night.  The  officer  of  the  trenches  reported 
yesterday  evening : 

The  enemy  have  opened  two  embrasures  in  the  works  about  fifty  yards  to  the 
right  of  the  Crater.  They  have  strengthened  their  works  much,  and  are  working  at 
what  appears  to  be  the  saps  approaching  our  line,  two  from  the  east  and  one  from 
the  northeast  face  of  the  Crater.  They  had  a  fatigue  party  of  100  men  at  work  last 
night.  The  trenches  distant  from  the  fort  appear  to  be  diminished. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  saps  are  being  run  from  their  line  steadily 
toward  ours.  Musketry  can  do  little  toward  preventing  the  work,  as 
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those  at  work  are  under  cover.     A  deserter  who  came  into  our  lines 
last  night  says  that  the  work  done  by  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  Crater 
between  the  lines  is  done  with  a  view  of  extending  their  picket-line. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdy.  First  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Deep  Bottom,   \'<t.,  September  9,  1S6-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  KENSEL, 

General  Butler' a  Headquarters,  Chief  of  fit  a  ft : 

COLONEL  :  On  the  rebel  left  of  main  road  to  Richmond  is  Gary's 
cavalry  brigade;  don't  know  its  division.  It  is  Seventh  South  Carolina 
Cavalry,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  Hampton  Legion;  don't 
know  its  numbers.  To  the  rebel  Tight  comes  Gregg's  brigade.  Field's 
division,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bass.  It  is  composed  of  the  First, 
Fourth,  and  Fifth  Texas  and  Third  Arkansas.  I  think  they  will  aver 
age  150  each  regiment.  There  was  also  a  week  ago  General  Beiining's 
brigade,  Second,  Fifteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Twentieth  Georgia — know 
nothing  of  their  strength — opposite  Grover's  house;  also  Twenty-fifth 
Virginia  City  Battalion  near  same  point,  and  I  think  the  Ninth  Vir 
ginia;  don't  know  their  strength.  The  Twenty-fifth  is  comparatively 
quite  strong.  When  I  came  1  was  informed  that  Generals  Bratton's 
and  Law's  brigades,  of  Field's  division,  were  here.  A  deserter  reported 
Law's  brigade  to  have  left.  I  have  heard  nothing  about  Bratton's  since 
I  have  been  here.  A  deserter,  August  27,  said  Bushrod  Johnson's 
old  brigade  joined  the  picket-line  of  Beiining's  brigade  at  Aiken's  gate. 
I  have  had  only  one  squad  of  deserters  for  a  week.  They  belonged  to 
Gregg's  brigade,  and  also  knew  of  the  cavalry.  Gregg  commands  the 
front. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  PALXE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


IIDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  September  9,  1864. 
Major  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

MAJOR  :  In  reference  to  your  telegram  of  September  C,  directing  me 
to  ascertain  and  report  concerning  the  roads  in  this  vicinity,  I  have  to 
state  that  there  is  but  one  principal  road  leading  from  this  post  about 
north  toward  the  enemy's  lines.  This  is  the  Bottom  road.  Is  good 
so  far  as  the  enemy's  pickets.  It  is  supposed  to  continue  good  and  to 
run  in  nearly  the  same  direction  as  far  as  the  main  road  to  Richmond. 
Two  paths  or  farm-house  roads  join  it  on  our  left  and  outside  our  lines, 
both,  however,  communicating  into  our  lines.  Below  Four-Mile  Creek 
the  main  road  from  Richmond  is  in  sight  from  our  lines  beyond  the 
enemy's  pickets.  It  comes  down  over  a  high  hill,  on  which  are  works 
and  a  camp,  apparently  crosses  the  head  of  Four-Mile  Creek,  and  passes 
down  along  the  edge  of  the  timber  beyond  the  open  plain.  I  beg 
further  to  state  that  I  have  little  means  of  learning  the  roads  beyond 
my  lines  unless  I  drive  away  the  enemy's  pickets.  The  troops  here 
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under  General  Foster  occupied  at  one  time  and  know  the  country  roads 
in  front  of  this  point,  as  also  Second  Corps,  £c.,  below  Four-Mile  Creek. 
Doubtless  from  them  extensive  and  accurate  information  on  this  subject 
could  be  had. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  PAINE, 
Brigadier- Genera /,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  !),  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Car  airy  Division: 
CAPTAIN:    The  reports    from  the  picket-lines    this    morning  show 
everything1  quiet  along  the  entire  line. 
Very  respectfully, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding.     . 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQR.S.  KAUTZ'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

No.  8.  J  .  In  the  Field,  September  .9,  1864. 

I.  The  camp  of  dismounted  men  and  convalescents  will  be  moved 
from  Jones'  Neck  to  the  Jordan  Point  and  Petersburg  road,  near  the 
quartermaster's  and  commissary  depot.     The  commanding  officer  of  the 
camp  will  concentrate  the  coin  maud  into  one  camp.     The  men  of  each 
regiment  will  be  organized  into  temporary  companies  of  not  more  than 
100  men  to  each  company,  and  an  officer  detailed  to  take  charge  of  each 
company  from  the  regiment  to  which  the  men  belong. 

II.  A  general  hospital  will  be  established  for  the  entire  division,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  camp,  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  medical 
director,  who  will  direct  the  necessary  medical  attendance,  by  propor 
tionate  details  from  the  regiment. 

III.  The  camp  will  be  organized  and  guarded  according  to  regula 
tions;  strict  discipline  will  be  maintained.     The  prescribed  roll-calls, 
at  least  two  drills  daily,  and  an  efficient  camp  guard  will  be  kept  up. 

IV.  Picket-lines  will  be  established  in  each  company  and  a  propor 
tionate  number  of  horses  assigned  to  each  to  be  cared  for.     Stable  duty 
will  be  rigidly  enforced. 

V.  As  men  and  horses  become  fit  for  duty  they  will  be  returned  to 
their  regiments.     The  men  will  not  be  permitted  to  join  or  visit  the 
dismounted  camp  without  permission  from  their  company  or  regimental 
commander. 

VI.  When  necessary,  horses,  arms,  and  accoutennents  will  be  trans 
ferred  from  one  man  to  another,  and  from  one  company  to  another,  in 
the  same  regiment,  in  order  that  all  the  available  men  and  horses  may 
be  for  duty  with  the  regiments. 

VII.  An  officer  will  be  detailed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
camp  to  do  the  duty  of  quartermaster  and  commissary.     An  acting 
adjutant  will  also  be  detailed  by  him,  and  semi-weekly  reports  of  the 
camp  will  be  furnished  these  headquarters. 

VIII.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding  officer  so  to  govern  and 
regulate  his  command  as  not  to  afford  a  refuge  for  malingerers  and 
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shirks  whilst  the  faithful  men  are  doing:  their  duty  at  the  front.  The 
general  commanding  the  division  will  afford  every  facility  and  authority 
for  the  efficient  execution  of  this  order,  and  will  hold  the  commanding: 
officer  responsible. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  Kautz: 

M.  J.  ASCH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL    EXECUTIVE    ORDER    RETURNING   THANKS    TO    THE    OHIO 
VOLUNTEERS  FOR  100  DAYS. 

EXECUTIVE  MANSION, 
Washington  City,  September  10,  1864. 

The  term  of  100  days  for  which^the  National  Guard  of  Ohio  volun 
teered  having  expired,  the  President  directs  an  official  acknowledg 
ment  to  be  made  of  their  patriotic  and  valuable  services  during  the 
recent  campaigns.  The  term  of  service  of  their  enlistment  was  short, 
but  distinguished  by  memorable  events.  In  the  Valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah,  on  the  Peninsula,  in  the  operations  on  the  James  River,  around 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  in  the  battle  of  Monocacy,  and  in  the 
intrenchments  of  Washington,  and  in  other  important  service,  the 
National  Guard  of  Ohio  performed  with  alacrity  the  duty  of  patriotic 
volunteers,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  and  are  hereby  tendered, 
through  the  Governor  of  their  State,  the  national  thanks. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  order  to 
the  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  to  cause  a  certificate  of  their  honorable 
service  to  be  delivered  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard  who  recently  served  in  the  military  force  of  the  United  States 
as  volunteers  for  100  days. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


WASHINGTON,  September  10,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 

Had  not  the  new  infantry  regiments  now  coming  in  better  be  sent  to 
City  Point?  The  facilities  for  desertion  here  and  with  General  Sheri 
dan  are  so  great  that  we  shall  soon  lose  large  numbers.  Moreover,  we 
have  difficulty  in  getting  officers  enough  to  drill  the  new  artillery  regi 
ments.  Infantry  regiments  will  not  improve  here  without  experienced 
officers  to  look  after  them. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  10,1864 — 6.30  p.m. 

(Received  10.20  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  J).  C. : 

I  would  like  very  much  to  have  all  the  new  regiments  sent  here. 
They  can  l>e  made  good  use  of,  and  will  improve  more  rapidly  here  than 
they  possibly  could  about  the  cities. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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CITY   POINT,  September  JO,  186-1  —  ti.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 


The  following  information  is  just  received  from  a  deserter,  who  left 
Richmond  on  Monday,  but  came  into  our  lines  to-day.  Please  commu 
nicate  it  to  the  Navy  Department.  He  says  that  Captain  Wood,  of  the 
Tallahassee,  had  been  on  to  Richmond  ;  that  on  last  Monday  L'OO  sailors 
from  the  receiving  ship  lying  near  Drewry's  Bluff  were  sent  to  Wilming 
ton  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Murdaugh  to  man  a  new  vessel 
of  war  that  was  soon  to  run  out  to  sea.  He  adds  a  piece  of  army  news 
that  all  boys  over  sixteen  years  of  age  and  old  men  under  fifty-  ft  ve  had 
been  ordered  into  .Richmond. 

U.  S.  (I  KANT, 

Licutenan  t-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  10,  18(11. 
Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Xanj  : 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  inclosing  copy  of  instructions  to 
Admiral  Farragut,  was  received  by  last  night's  mail.*  1  have  no  sugges 
tions  to  make  different  from  what  those  instructions  contain.  As  soon  as 
the  land  forces  can  be  spared  and  the  navy  is  ready  to  co-operate,  I 
will  send  an  expedition  of  "sufficient  force  quietly  down  the  coast,  not 
even  allowing  the  command,  with  the  exception  of  the  commanding 
officer,  to  know  where  they  are,  going.  The  details  for  landing  a  force 
can  be  best  arranged  by  Admiral  Farragut  and  the  commander  of  the 
land  forces.  So  soon  as  all  is  arranged  I  will  acquaint  you  with  what 
is  done  011  my  part. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  JO,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON: 

Referring  to  the  conversation  I  had  with  you  a  few  days  ago  in  rela 
tion  to  the  regulations  respecting  the  term  for  which  officers  are  to  be 
held  who  have  received  new  commissions  since  the  date  of  their  orig 
inal  entry  into  the  service,  I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the 
Circular  No.  b'l,  copy  herewith,  issued  from  the  War  Department  upon 
the  subject;  and  also  to  Circular  No.  73,  received  this  day,  modifying1 
somewhat  Circular  No.  01.  It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  regula 
tion  upon  the  subject,  as  modified,  does  not  altogether  meet  the  point  I 
presented  for  your  consideration,  viz.  should  an  officer  who  has  served 
three  years,  and  who  claims  his  discharge  on  that  ground,  be  held, 
even  if  there  is  a  command  for  him.  and  he  has  received  a  new  commis 
sion  since  his  original  entry  into  the  service.  In  the  absence  of  Cir 
cular  No.  73  the  muster  out  of  supernumerary  officers  would  at  any  rate 
have  been  ordered.  I  would  respectfully  add  that  in  my  judgment  the 
interests  of  the  service  will  be  greatly  promoted  if  a  regulation  be  pro 
mulgated  simply  stating  that  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 

*  Fox's  letter,  with  inclosure.  not  found;  hut  for  the  instructions  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nuvy,  December  4,  1X65,  p.  1. 
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privates  receiving  commissions  will  be   mustered   into  the  prude  to 
which  they  may  be  appointed  for  three  years  or  for  the  unexpired  por 
tion  of  their  original  term  of  service  at  their  option,  such  a  regulation 
to  have  retrospective  action. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'fcs    DEPARTMENT, 

September  10,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Five  deserters  and  fifty-seven  prisoners  of  war  were  for 
warded  ihis  a.  m.  from  General  Mott's  division,  Second  Army  Corps. 
The  deserters  are  all  from  the  Eleventh  Florida,  Finegan's  brigade, 
and  came  into  our  lines  shortly  after  dark  last  evening,  just  previous 
to  the  capture  of  the  prisoners.  The  prisoners  represent  two  brigades 
of  M  ah  one's  division,  Finegan's  and  Harris'.  Ten  of  them  are  from  the 
Twelfth,  Nineteenth,  and  Forty-eighth  Mississippi,  of  Harris'  brigade, 
and  the  remainder  from  all  the  regiments  of  Fiuegau's  brigade.  The 
picket-line  of  Harris'  brigade  was  attacked  by  us  near  its  left  where  it 
joins  Finegan.  Harris'  brigade  lies  to  the  right  of  Finegan.  None  of 
the  deserters  or  prisoners  give  any  information  of  importance.  The 
position  of  Hill's  corps  remains  unchanged.  Some  of  them  report  a 
division  of  Longstreet  in  rear  of  Mahone;  suppose  it  to  be  Field's  divis 
ion.  More  than  half  of  Finegan's  men  seem  anxious  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  and  go  North. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C,  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  10,  1664. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Twenty-four  prisoners  of  war  from  the  Twelfth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Nineteenth  Mississippi  have  been  forwarded  from  the  Second 
Army  Corps  in  addition  to  those  received  early  this  a.  in.  The  total 
number  received  thus  far  is  eighty-three,  representing  only  Harris'  and 
Finegan's  brigades.  The  last  bring  no  additional  information. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


CITY  POINT,  September  10,  1864. 
J.  C.  BABCOCK, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I  was  over  at  General  Butler's  yesterday  p.  in.  and  examined  prison 
ers  and  deserters  there.    The  troops  on  the  north  side  of  the  Juines  are 
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P>en n ilia's  and  Gregg's  brigades,  of  Field's  division,  and  Bush  rod  John 
son's  old  (Tennessee)  brigade.  The  whole  of  Piekett's  division,  with 
Thomas'  brigade,  holds  the  line  between  the  two  rivers. 

SHAEPE, 

Colonel. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

(September  10,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Matf: 

GENERAL  :  My  lookout  near  the,  Gibbon  house  reports  a  strong  detail 
of  the  enemy,  about  2,000,  at  work  this  afternoon  throwing  up  a  line  of 
works  running  oif  at  a  small  angle  from  the  vicinity  of  the  main  line 
near  the  plank  road,  and  leading  through  the  woods  in  direction  of  the 
lead-works,  or  perhaps  a  little  to  the  right  of  them.  The  ollicer  at 
plank  road  station  reports : 

The  enemy  are  working  by  heavy  detail  on  a  new  line  of  works  in  our  immediate 
front  and  on  another  line  by  edge  of  woods  north-northwest  from  station.  They  are 
working  on  our  whole  front,  but  with  less  force  than  on  new  line.  They  are  also 
extending  works  on  our  extreme  left  beyond  the  Weldon  railroad.  During  the  fore 
noon  about  1,000  men,  in  three,  detachments,  moved  southward  along  the  Weldoii 
railroad.  They  came  from  the  woods  west  of  the  fort  in  that  viciiiity. 

The  following  messages  were  intercepted: 

Sergeant  R., 

At  C.: 
Is  Barton's  brigade  at  the  Dunn  house  ? 

A., 

Sergeant. 
Sergeant  A. : 
Yes. 

R., 
Seryeant,  (it  C. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


'AH  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  10,  1861 — .V  a.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER  : 

All  quiet.     No  change  in  enemy's  lines  or  camps. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD 'STATION, 

September  10,  1864. 
Major  FISHER  : 

Between  8.30  and  9  a.  m.  1,050  infantry,  in  parties  of  500,  300,  ami  250, 
came  from  woods  west  of  large  fort  near  Weldon  railroad  and  moved 
south  on  line  of  Weldoii  railroad. 

H.  \V.  FULTON. 
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WALTIIALL  SIGNAL,  STATION, 

September  10,  1864 — 'J.30  a.  m. 

Major  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted : 

Colonel  B[KKNT] : 

About  8.130  two  trains,  one  of  six  and  one  of  eleven  six-horse,  wagons,  passed  open 
space  coming  from  enemy's  left  in  Chesterfield  and  going  toward  pontoon.  The 
camps  to  our  left  of  open  space  have  visibly  decreased.  Troops  are  drilling  in  open 
space  above  poutoou. 

K., 

Scry  can  t,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  13.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  10,  1864 — 1  p.  in. 
Major  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 

Intercepted  the  following: 

12.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[KKNT]  : 

Eleven  six-horse  wagons  passed  open  space  going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Chester 
field.  A  force  of  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  two  regiments,  passed  open  space  going 
toward  lower  pontoon. 

K., 
Sergeant,  at  C. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBON'S  HOUSE, 

September  10,  1864 — 1.20  p.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

The  enemy  have  a  force  of  at  least  2,500  men  working  on  fortifica 
tions  to  left  of  Petersburg;  the  greater  part  on  enfilading  works  re 
ported  last  night. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  10,  1864 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 
Intercepted  the  following: 

Colonel  13  [  RENT]  : 

Several  wagons  passed  military  road  going  toward  lower  pontoon.  A  force  of 
cavalry,  supposed  -to  bo  about  two  regiments,  passing  Bermuda  Hundred  road, 
going  toward  that  place.  I  think  it  is  the  .same  force  which  I  reported  about  an 
hour  ago.  A  train  of  seven  wagons  passed  open  space  going  toward  our  front  in 
Chesterfield. 

It., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  10,  186-i — ~>  {>.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

One  regiment  of  infantry  passed  open  space  coining  from  enemy's  front  iu  Ches 
terfield  and  going  toward  Bermuda  Hundred,  followed  by  four  wagons.  One 
steamer  just  gone  down  the  river.  No  boats  visible. 

R., 
Sergeant. 

II.  W.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

/September  10,  1864 — ~>.;-JO  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  /Signal  Officer: 

A  party  of  twelve  men  is  working  on  Fort  Clifton.     A  heavy  dust  is 
observed  rising  in  rear  of  Richmond  road.     All  quiet  otherwise. 

H.  W.  IIOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  18(54 — r».;;o  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Enemy  at  work  digging  saps  or  ditches  leading  from  exploded  fort. 
Also  small  parties  digging  at  two  or  three  other  points  of  line. 

1.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  JO,  'l&64 — <i.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy  are  -working  by  heavy  detail  on  a  new  line  of  works  in  our 
immediate  front  and  on  another  new  line  by  edge  of  woods  north-north 
west  from  station.     They  are  working  on  our  whole  front  but  with  less 
force  than  on  new  works;  are  also  extending  works  on  our  extreme  left. 
Camps  unchanged  and  no  movements  observed. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Seroean  t. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  18(54 — (>.;}()  p.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

The  fatigue  force  reported  this  p.  m.  would  fullj'  reach  the  number 
stated.  They  seemed  to  commence  work  all  along  the  line  of  hills  but 
the  larger  body  is  on  the  enfilading  works.  Anew  line  of  rifle-pits  also 
appeared  this  morning  along  the  side  of  same  hills  but  nearer  our  front. 
Na  movements  of  account  to  day. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1(>,  186-1 — 2  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Mott  reports  at  1.30  a.  in.  that  lie  lias  carried  the  enemy's 
rifle-pits  and  is  establishing  his  line  on  the  crest  near  the  plank  road. 
It  was  done  by  the  bayonet.  He  has  a  lew  prisoners  and  is  reversing 
the  line. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Ge  nera  I. 
(Same  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS. 
September  10,  1861.     (Received  1   p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

About.')  this  morning  the  enemy  attacked  the  right  of  my  new  picket 
line,  recapturing1  the  picket-pits  to  the  plank  road.  From  that  point  I 
hold  and  have  reversed  their  line  for  about  half  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the 
road.  I  occupy  the  crest  at  the  Chimneys.  At  this  point  the  enemy's 
picket-pits  are  about  fifteen  yards  from  ours  and  I  anticipate  war  to 
night.  There  was  some  bad  management  in  placing  the  right  of  the 
line  last  night.  It  was  intended  to  (ill  up  the  enemy's  pits  there  and 
make  a  new  line  along  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  but  the  regimental  com 
mander  extended  his  line  down  the  ravino,  which  subjected  him  to  a 
flank  attack.  1  believe  1  sent  up  about  90  prisoners.  My  own  loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  is  about  40,  L  hear,  though  it  may  be 
less.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meikel,  Twentieth  Indiana,  was  severely,  if 
not  mortally,  wounded.  Picket-tiring  is  sharp  there  to-day. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

Since  last  report  the  whole  of  the  Second  Division  has  been  placed 
in  camp  near  the  Deserted  House.  The  First  Division  is  camped  near 
the  .Jones  and  Chieves  houses,  lloth  divisions  have  large  details  still 
at  work  cutting  timber  in  front  of  the  rear  line.  The  picket-line  in 
front  of  the  advanced  works  on  the  plank  road  was  advanced  last  night 
to  the,  position  heretofore  held  by  the  enemy.  About  80  prisoners  were 
captured. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  10,  1864 — 5.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Major-General  Meade  has  returned  and  resumed  command  of  this 
army. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren,  Willcox,  and  Birney.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 

General  HANCOCK: 

What  is  the  result  of  your  operations  of  this  morning? 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  18G4. 

General  WARREN, 

Fifth  Corps : 

We  captured  about  1)0  prisoners  and  secured  the  crest  about  the 
Chimneys.  The  enemy  made  one  or  two  attacks  to  regain  the  position, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  about  30  men  from  one  think  of  the  new 
line,  but  they  met  with  no  great  success.  I  am  about  going  up  to 
examine  the  line  and  will  telegraph  you  again.  The  general  is  asleep. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864 — 9.45  p.  m. 

General  O.  B.  WILLCOX, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

GENERAL:  In  case  of  trouble  on  your  extreme  right  (my  extreme 
left)  I  request  that  you  will  direct  one  regiment  to  take  the  place 
between  the  new  fort  on  your  right  and  the  old  rifle-pit  which  your 
men  built  a  few  days  since.  I  suppose  that  such  are  the  orders.  I 
think  we  will  have  a  feverish,  noisy  night. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 

Capt.  JOHN  N.  CRAIG, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  operations  of  this 
command  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours:  About  3  p.  m.  yesterday 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  a  party  of  our  troops  on  the  plank  road, 
and  again  still  later  upon  our  works,  firing  in  all  some  twenty  shots. 
This  was  promptly  replied  to  by  Ricketts'  battery  (F),  First  Pennsyl 
vania  Artillery,  and  Clark's  (B),  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  and  soon 
silenced. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Capt.  W.  P.  Wilson,   acting  assistant    adjutant-general, 
Second  Corps.) 
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HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  In  obedience  to  instructions  previously  received,  all  tbe 
batteries  of  this  corps  bearing  upon  the  enemy,  and  also  the  line  of 
batteries  from  Fort  Hell  to  the  Norfolk  railroad,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Hani,  were  got  under  arms  at  1  o'clock  this  morning  to  sup 
port  a  movement  of  General  Mott's  division  against  the  enemy's  picket 
line.     The  movement  was  I  believe  successfully  made.     The  enemy 
fired  but  few  musket  shots  on  the  advance  of  our  line,  but  soon  after 
opened  with  artillery  from  their  main  work  in  front  of  Fort  Hell,  direct 
ing  their  tire  principally  down  the  plank  road.     Only  an  occasional 
shot  from  a  ritle  battery  to  the  right  of  Fort  Hell  was  sent  in  reply  to 
this,  but  later  upon  the  enemy's  feeling  our  line  with  infantry  the  other 
batteriesjon  the  line  were  opened,  and/ip  to  this  time  skirmishing  has 
been  kept  up  and  frequent  exchanges  by*the  artillery.     No  casualties 
to  this  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864—3.40  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Second  Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to 
say  that  you  will  please  have  your  division  under  arms  at  daybreak. 
The  troops  will  remain  under  arms  until  half  an  hour  after  daylight. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 

Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGee, 
Sixty  ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  has  this  day  reported  for  duty  with 
his  regiment.     He   is   senior   in   rank   to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilson, 
Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  is  now   commanding   the 
Consolidated  Brigade  of  this  division  under  paragraph    A  of  Special 
Orders,  No.  L'18,  current  series,  from  headquarters  Second  Corps.     As 
botli  these  officers  are  well  known  to  the  major-general  commanding, 
any  recommendation  from  the  division  commander  is  unnecessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  10,  ISfil — 2  a.  m. 
Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  A  saint  ant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  The  lino  on  the  crest  is  being  secured,  and  I  do  not 
expect  any  trouble.  About  (50  prisoners  are  reported;  more  are  taken. 
It  was  gallantly  done  by  the  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
under  Colonel  Biles,  the  Twentieth  Indiana  and  Second  IT.  S.  Sharp 
shooters,  under  Lieu  ten  ant- Colon  el  Meikel,  the  whole  under  the  super 
vision  of  Brigadier-General  De  Trobriand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

G.  MOTT, 
Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — The  enemy  says  it  was  a  mean  Yankee  trick. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  186-1—2.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  PIERCE, 

Com  m  an  din  g  Secon  d  Briga  de : 

GENERAL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  operations  have  been  entirely  successful,  and  that  we  have 
carried  the  line  of  pits.  He  desires  that  your  pickets  be  watchful  and 
on  the  alert  to  repel  any  attempt  the  enemy  may  make  to  recapture 
their  line. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
^4  ctiiig  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864 — 2.15  a.  m. 
Col.  EOBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  operations  have  been  entirely  successful,  and  he  desires 
that  your  pickets  be  on  the  alert  to  repel  any  attempt  the  enemy  may 
make  to  recapture  the  pits. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  10,  1S(>4 — 3.15  a.  m. 
Col.  II.  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  lie 
ready  with  your  pickets  and  reserve  to  support  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Meikel  if  he  is  attacked,  and  also  instruct  your  men  to  be  very  watch 
ful  and  vigilant,  particularly  about  daylight. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10, 1864. 
Col.  EGBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding   Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL  :  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  relieve 
all  the  troops  on  picket  ol'  the  First  Brigade  which  are  posted  to  the 
left  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road;  that  the  Second  Regiment  U.  S. 
Sharpshooters  when  relieved  from  the  front  by  you  will  be  stationed 
in  the  fort  located  on  the  said  plank  road  as  an  addition  to  the  regular 
reserve  for  the  pickets.  You  will  be  particular  that  the  connections 
are  made  both  on  the  right  and  left,  that  the  works  are  strengthened, 
and  that  every  effort  that  can  will  be  made  to  hold  the  picket-line 
against  any  attack  of  the  enemy.  The  greatest  possible  vigilance  will 
be  exercised  both  by  the  pickets  and  reserves;  they  will  be  constantly 
on  the  alert,  as  the  position  gained  last  night  is  most  important,  and  it 
is  expected  the  enemy  will  make  great  effort  to  regain  it.  A  detail  of 
100  men  from  the  Second  Brigade  will  relieve  the  left  of  your  picket- 
line,  under  the  direction  of  the  division  ollicer  of  the  day. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  T.  LOMBARD, 
Capt.,  Judge-Advocate  and  Ac-tiny  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1<>.  1W>4. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  in  front  of 
my  line  yesterday  or  last  night.  *Two  hundred  men  were  at  work  yes 
terday  on  the  defenses  and  400  men  assisting  the  engineers  in  building 
the  new  wagon  road. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General.   Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  ISGi. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  tftaft': 

GENERAL:  I  think  the  double- track  corduroy  road  unnecessary  just 
now,  except  across  the  bad  places  where  a  second  track  should  be  placed 
alongside  of  the  single  one.  We  have  a-  good  many  other  roads  and 
the  railroad.  It  is  very  important  to  us  now  to  give  as  much  of  our 
attention  as  possible  to  drilling  the  recruits  and  restoring  the  discipline 
and  morale  of  the  troops.  1  have  worked  my  command  very  steadily, 
half  their  strength  nearly  each  day,  and  it  makes  us  neglect  purely 
military  matters  of  greatest  importance.  I  have  furnished  details  much 
greater  than  have  been  called  for  to  get  necessary  work  done,  as  the 
locations  of  these  roads  and  changes  of  fortifications  keep  the  camps 
disturbed  and  prevent  drilling.  Every  time  we  change  camp  here  we 
have  to  build  new  roads,  open  ditches,  dig  wells,  &c.,  which  of  itself 
occasions  much  labor,  and  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  arrangements  be 
come  a  little  settled,  and  so  have  volunteered  help  everywhere  I  could. 
I  think,  though,  that  double-track  corduroy  is  not  now  called  for. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major -General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Sept  em  her  10,  1864— 'J  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK: 

If  you  have  not  good  sharpshooters  General  Griffin  says  he  can  send 
you  ten  that  will  keep  every  man's  head  down  in  the  enemy's  line  in 
your  front  in  the  daytime.  If  you  would  like  to  have  them  pleasetlet 
me  know. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  10,  1804. 
Major-General  WARREN:. 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  am  much  obliged  to  you.  I  have  a  regiment 
of  Berdau  Sharpshooters,  and  therefore  do  not  think  yours  will  be 
necessary.  No  man  has  shown  his  head  with  safety  on  either  side  to 
day.  We  captured  90  prisoners  last  night.  I  expect  there  will  be  a 
row  to-night  again.  Do  not  think  I  had  10  men  killed  and  wounded 
last  night,  and  think  that  my  casualties  may  amount  to  U5  when  I  get 
off  some  which  are  wounded. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen,  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  lines. 
The  line  of  the  Second  Division  in  front  of  the  Gurley  house  and  to  the 
right  toward  the  Weldon  railroad  has  been  advanced  about  half  a  mile. 
General  Kant/  has  sent  a  force  along  Powell's  Creek  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  the  crossings  below  Cocke's  Mill,  and  to  capture  some 
small  parties  that  have  been  seen  on  his  left  between  the  mill  and  James 
River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Cavalry. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  10,  1864. 

SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Washington :  «. 

There  is  a  negro  regiment  just  raised  in  Philadelphia  now  ready  for 
service.  It  is  respectfully  asked  that  it  be  sent  to  this  department. 
[  have  a  fancy  that  colored  troops  thrive  as  well  under  me  as  anybody. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER,' 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT,  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 
Captain  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Tenth  Army  Corps  : 
CAPTAIN:  The  signal  officer  at  the  Avery  house  station  of  observa 
tion  reports  small  working  parties  of  the  enemy  at  work  in  three  places 
in  front  of  the  Crater.     Nothing  visible  but  the  dirt  which  is  thrown  up 
by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  BRODIE. 
First  Lieut.,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  in  charge  10th  Corps  Detach. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  X.  C., 

No.  249.  }  In  the  Field,  Va.,  September  W,  1864. 

******** 

7.  So  much  of  Special  Orders,  No.  123,  paragraph  4,  issued  from  head 
quarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  as  relates  to  the  command  of  Col.  II. 
L.  Abbot,  commanding  siege  artillery,  is  hereby  revoked,  and  Colonel 
Abbot  will,  as  heretofore,  report  only  to  these  headquarters. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

It.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SIEGE  TRAIN. 
Broadway  Landing,  Hf.,  September  10,  1864. 
Capt.  T.  EDSON, 

Ordnance  Officer,  Fort  Monroe: 

CAPTAIN:  I  inclose  a  requisition  for  100  fuses  for  my  13-inch  mortar. 
The  last  lot  were  very  defective.  It  is  reported  to  me  that  fifty  were 
destroyed  before  one  fit  to  use  was  found.  Some  were  filled  with  saw 
dust;  others  very  badly  worm  eaten.  As  we  fire  over  our  own  men 
for  about  a  mile,  it  is  essential  that  we  have  good  fuses,  and  I  hope  the 
new  lot  will  be  carefully  selected.  Please  forward  them  by  the  mail 
boat  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  as  they  are  waited  for. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  10,  18G1. 
Col.  HENRY  I;.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  fired  but 
fifteen  or  twenty  shots  to-day  and  those  in  the  forenoon;  not  a  shot 
has  been  fired  since  dinner.  A  deserter  from  their  battery  reported 
that  there  were  15  killed  and  wounded  by  our  light  pieces  today,  and 
u  he'll  be  damned  if  he'll  stay  there  any  longer."  Wish  they'd  all  come 
to  the  same  wise  conclusion.  Please  have  no  more  S  inch  shell  sent  at 
present,  but  send  plenty  of  case-shot  for  the  light  12-pounder  gun. 
There  is  no  firing  nights.  Men  are  healthy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS  : 

Nothing  of  any  importance  on  my  line.  The  enemy  opened  a  vigor 
ous  artillery  tire  yesterday  at  12  m.  This  was  responded  to,  and  a 
sharp  picket- tire  was  kept  up  all  night.  The  Coehorns  interrupted  the 
work  on  their  approaches,  but  they  seem  to  have  worked  during  the 
night. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  10,  1861. 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours: 
Ninety  rounds  were  tired  by  our  batteries  at  the  enemy,  he  having 
opened  nearly  all  his  guns  along  our  front  at  1.40  p.  in.  yesterday.    One 
casualty:  Private  Ayers,  of  Company  (',  First  U.  S.  Artillery,  attached 
to  Light  Battery  D,  First  LT.  S.  Artillery,  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R,  II.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Asst.  Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  September  10,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  TERRY, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  It  is  time  now  to  attend  to  the  filling  up  of  your  division. 
Many  men  will  go  out  of  service  during  the  month.  Men  can  be  had 
for  the  asking  and  proper  attention.  Regimental,  brigade,  and  division 
commanders  are  really  responsible  for  the  number  of  men  in  their  com 
mands.  Application  for  detail  of  officers  of  mark  to  go  home  and  till  up 
regiments  will  be  approved.  It  behooves  every  officer  in  these  the  last 
days  of  this  wicked  rebellion  to  be  on  the  alert  and  by  proper  attention 
keep  up  his  command.  Every  attention  should  be  paid  to  getting  back 
of  detached  men,  convalescents,  and  keeping  up  of  the  corps  to  a  proper 
number.  It  will  hereafter,  when  this  wicked  war  is  over,  be  a  proud 
record  for  an  officer  or  soldier  to  have  endured  on  and  not  given  up  or 
yielded  for  a  moment  his  earnest  desire  to  continue  in  the  army  to  the 
death. 

Respectfully, 

U.  B.  BIRNEY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Foster  and  Colonel  Howell.) 
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HDQRS.  THIRTY-NINTH  REGIMENT  ILLINOIS  VOLUNTEERS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  10,  186-1. 
Capt.  CHARLES  XOBLE,  Jr., 

Aide-de-Camp : 

SIR:  111  answer  to  your  con  i  in  in  li  cation  of  the  Oth  instant,  just 
received,  I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  you  the  following' information: 
The  name  of  the  soldier  who  captured  a  rebel  color  in  our  last  move 
north  of  the  James  Kiver  is  Henry  M.  Harden bergh,  private  in  Com 
pany  G,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers.  He  was  shot  through  the 
head  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter  on  the  28th  ultimo  while  on  duty  in  the 
trenches,  killing  him  almost  instantly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  T.  WHIPPLE, 
Captain,  Commanding  Regiment. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  10,  1S64. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  summary  of  events 
transpiring  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours:  Yesterday  the  enemy 
shelled  our  camps,  batteries,  and  trenches  pretty  vigorously  for  some 
time.  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  corps  headquarters,  the  troops 
of  this  command  were  turned  out  to  cheer  at  7  p.  m.  yesterday.  Upon 
receipt  of  General  Hancock's  dispatch  the  men  occupying  the  trenches 
were  turned  out  and  kept  under  arms.  All  the  reserves  were  placed 
under  arms  at  3  o'clock  this  morning.'  A  continual  h're  of  musketry 
has  been  kept  up  all  night  with  some  artillery.  Private  Charles  N. 
Hoot,  Company  U,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers,  died  from  effects 
of  a  wound  made  by  a  shell  from  one  of  our  guns.  No  other  casualties 
occurred.  The  enemy  still  continues  to  work  at  his  defenses  and 
trenches. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  O.  PHILLIPS, 

Captain,  Eighty -fifth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xear  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  10,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  on  my  line  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours.  The  usual  details  for  policing  have  been  on  duty.  On  the 
fronts  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  fatigue  parties  have  been 
engaged  in  strengthening  and  improving  the  parapet  and  traverses. 
A  fatigue  party  of  400  men  is  at  work  on  the  redoubt  in  progress  on 
the  right  of  my  line. 

liespecti'ully,  yours, 

K.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
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HEADQUARTERS    EIGHTEENTH    CoilPS, 

(September  10,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

The  enemy  opened  on  the  Crow's  Nest  Battery  with  a  small  rifled 
piece  from  the  plain  in  rear  of  their  mortar  battery  opposite  Dutch  Gap. 
The  Crow's  Nest  gun  opened  and  the  Howlett  battery  replied,  when  all 
our  guns  opened  011  it. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  10,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Major  WETIIERILL, 

Commanding  Brigade: 

MAJOR:  Two  rebel  deserters  who  have  come  into  our  lines  this  even 
ing  report  that  a  party  of  twelve  will  probably  enter  our  lines  to-night. 
The  general  desires  you  to  notify  the  pickets  at  Cocke's  Mill  to  be  on 
the  alert,  as  they  may  enter  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  J.  ASCH,  . 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  11,  1864 — noon. 
Hoii.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

I  hope  it  is  not  the  intention  to  postpone  the  draft  to  allow  time  to 
fill  up  with  recruiting.  The  men  we  have  been  getting  in  this  way 
nearly  all  desert,  and  out  of  five  reported  North  as  having  enlisted  we 
doii't  get  more  than,  one  effective  soldier. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  September  11,  1864 — 7.55  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

It  is  not  designed  by  this  department  to  delay  the  draft  a  single  day 
after  the  credits  are  made  up  and  quota  ascertained.  The  Provost- 
Marshal-General  has  been  directed  to  lose  no  time  in  that  work.  It  is 
represented  that  the  first  recruits  were  a  hard  lot,  but  that  recently  the 
volunteers  are  equal  to  any  that  have  taken  the  field  during  the  war. 
The  local  authorities  have  been  slack  in  paying  their  bounties,  and  this 
has  occasioned  some  delay.  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  send  me  a 
telegram  for  publication,  urging  the  necessity  of  immediately  tilling  up 
the  army  by  draft.  The  most  difficulty  is  likely  to  be  in  Ohio,  Indi 
ana,  and  Illinois,  from  the  desire  of  candidates  to  retain  their  men  until 
after  the  election.  We  have  not  got  a  single  regiment  from  Indiana. 
Morton  came  here  specially  to  have  the  draft  postponed,  but  was  per 
emptorily  refused.  But  the  personal  interest  to  retain  men  until  after 
the  election  requires  every  effort  to  procure  troops  iu  that  State,  even 
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by  draft.  Illinois  is  much  the  same  way.  Xot  a  regiment  or  even  com 
pany  there  has  been  organized.  A  special  call  from  you  would  aid  the 
department  in  overcoming  the  local  inertia  and  personal  interests  that 
favor  delay. 

EDWIN  M.  STAXTOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  llj  1861 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report  this  morning.  General  Birney 
telegraphs  that  a  deserter  reports  the  enemy  mining  on  his  left  (our 
right),  and  that  troops  are  being  moved  in  rear  of  the  Crater.  General 
Hancock  reports  that  through  a  misconception  of  his  orders  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  pickets  the  enemy  was  enabled  hist  night  to 
recapture  a  small  portion  of  the  line  taken  from  him  the  night  previous. 
Generals  Parke  and  Warren  report  all  quiet  on  their  lilies. 

GEO.    G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  September  11,  18(1-1. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

The  general  commanding  wishes  to  know  whether  you  have  received 
a  report  of  the  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  General  Hancock  yester 
day  morning. 

HORACE  PORTER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  11,  18(>1 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Col.  HORACE  PORTER,  Aide-de-Camp: 

The  provost-marshal-general  reports  receiving  85  prisoners  of  war 
from  Second  Corps.  These  were  taken  on  the  night  of  the  9th  and 
morning  of  the  10th,  when  General  Hancock  advanced  his  picket-line. 
I  find  in  my  dispatch  of  this  a.  m.  1 12.30  p.  m.j,  to  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding,  1  inadvertently  committed  an  error.  It  was  on  the  morn 
ing  of  the  10th,  and  not  last  night,  that  the  enemy  retook  a  portion  of 
the  captured  line,  the  operation  being  effected  soon  after  Hancock's 
advance — indeed,  being  almost  a  part  of  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  Genera /,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  11,  1864. 
Major-Genera  1  MEADE  : 

Has  General  Birney  taken  any  steps  to  countermine  against  the 
enemy  or  to  construct  works  iu  rear  of  where  their  mine  is  likely  to 
terminate? 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  11,  18U1 — 10  p.  in. 
Major-General  BIRNEY  : 

The  above  refers  to  your  dispatch  this  morning,  giving  the  infor 
mation  from  a  deserter.  Please  send  me  the  meansot' answering  General 
Grant.  I  supposed  the  report  was  so  vague  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  11,  186-1 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  send  you  a  dispatch*  from  Birney,  received  on  referring  yours  of 
10  p.  in.  to  him.  We  occupy  now  a  second  line  the  whole  length  of 
our  line,  so  that  no  mine  exploded  can  be  of  much  consequence.  There 
have  been  so  many  reports  of  mining  by  the  enemy  since  our  mine  of 
July  30  that  I  have  ceased  to  pay  much  attention  to  them  unless  they 
are  accompanied  by  some  very  specific  details.  \  will  see  that  all  the 
usual  precautions  are  taken  at  the  point  on  Biruey's  front  last  indicated. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  11,  18(JL 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  the  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry  (Cham- 
bliss'  old  brigade),  now  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis  commanding,  came  into 
our  lines  last  evening.  They  left  their  post  yesterday  about  11 
a.  m.  Their  regiment  (Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry)  is  picketing  from 
Keams'  Station  to  Mrs.  Temple's  house,  on  the  Baxter  road,  running 
from  Stony  Creek  to  Lee's  Mill,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Stony  Creek 
Station.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  (the  Ninth  and  Thirteenth 
Virginia  Regiments)  are  camped  on  Cat-tail  Run  or  Creek,  some  five  or 
six  miles  west  of  Reams'  Station.  They  moved  there  about  a  week  ago 
from  Tabernacle  Church.  Mrs.  Temple's  house  is  the  extreme  right  of 
the  cavalry  picket-line,  and  the  Tenth  Regiment  is  the  only  cavalry  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  At  Reams'  Station  there  are 
three  companies  of  infantry,  with  a  captain  in  command  of  the  post. 
Xo  other  force  at  Reams'  Station  excepting  the  reserve  of  one  cavalry 
picket  post.  Rosscr's  brigade  of  cavalry  is  picketing  from  Reams' 
Station  westward,  and  Hampton's  old  division  completes  the  line  con 
necting  with  the  right  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  All  forage  for  the  cav 
alry  in  this  vicinity  comes  from  Weldon,  X.  C.,  and  is  brought  from 
Stony  Creek  Depot  by  wagons.  A  large  portion  of  Lee's  supplies  come 
up  the  same  way.  Informant  thinks  it  would  take  but  a  small  raiding 
party  to  capture  these  trains.  Enemy  scouting  considerably  in  vicinity 

*  See  p.  791. 
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of  Lee's  Mill  and  Black  Hole  Swamp.  A  regularly  organized  baud  of 
scouts,  under  a  Lieutenant  Reed,  rendezvous  in  Black  Hole  Swamp. 
Fitzhugh  Lee's  division  ( Wickliam's  and  Lomax's  brigades)  still  in  the 
\  alley. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


WALTIIALL  STATION,  September  11,  1861 — J;2  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  tfiynal  Officer : 
Intercepted  the  following: 

Colonel  B[RENTj  : 

One  regiment  of  infantry  passed  open  space,  going  to  our  left  of  C'ohb's. 

R., 

Sergeant. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  STATION,  September  11,  1861 — 12.15  p.  m. 

Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted: 

Colonel  B[RKNT]  : 

The  infantry  of  last  message  passed  Cobb's. 

R., 

Sergeant. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  STATION,  September  11,  1864 — 1.40  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

.  The  following  was  intercepted: 

12.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

Two  companies  of  infantry;  first  halted  behind  the  cavalry  in  open  space.     They 
come  from  Chesterfield.     Three  wagons  have  also  halted  at  same  place. 

R., 
Sergeant,  at  C. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  STATION,  September  11,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
All  quiet  this  p.  in.     The  following  was  just  intercepted: 

Colonel  B[iiENTj : 
All  quiet  this  p.  m.     No  boats  in  sight  on  the  river. 

R., 

Sergeant. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN. 
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SEPTEMBER  11,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Sitjnal  Officer: 

Very  quiet  in  enemy's  lines  to-day.     Small  fatigue  parties  in  a.  in.  on 
works  reported  lust  night. 

A.  C.  JOED  AN. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  186-1. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

There  has  been  no  change  in  my  lines  since  last  report.  General 
Mott  made  a  better  arrangement  of  his  new  picket-line  on  the  right  of 
the  plank  road  during  the  night.  Firing  between  sharpshooters  goes 
on  constantly  at  this  point. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  wish  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  points  in 
connection  with  my  line: 

1.  I  should  like   to    know  where   the   responsibility  of  the  chief  of 
artillery  ends  and  mine  begins  with  reference  to  the  artillery  on  differ 
ent  points  of  the  line  of  works.     The  question  arises  in  several  ways. 
For  instance,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  all  the  inclosed  works  there  should 
be  a  quantity  of  reserve  ammunition  for  the  artillery,  especially  canister 
for  the  light  1-s,  where  these  pieces  form  part  of  the  armament.     I  am 
not  anxious  to  have  any  control,  but  if  1  have  I  should  like  to  know 
just  what  it  is.     I  think  it  is  important  to  know. 

2.  1   would   suggest   that  a  return  be  made   from   the  left  of  the 
advanced  work  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  so  as  to  give  the  large 
square  redoubt,  known  as  Fort  Crawford,  a  rire  directly  in  front  of  the 
return.     The  present  rifle-pit  on  the  left  of  the  fort  to  be  leveled.     A 
strong  palisading,  running  from  this  return  to  the  second  line,  would 
prevent  the  enemy  from  making  a  sudden  dash  on  this  Hank  and  rolling 
up  the  line. 

3.  Now  that  the  picket-line  on  the  plank  road  is  advanced  there 
is  ai i  opportunity  of  putting  a  strong  work  on  the  crest,  its  natural 
position,  either  by  running  out  a  sap  from  the  work  now  nearly  com 
pleted  or  by  putting  up  a  sand  bag  pit. 

•A.  The  palisading  in  front  of  the  second  line  ought  to  be  extended  in 
front  of  Fort  Hell  and  the  work  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road. 

5.  I  would  suggest  that  all  the  works  for  batteries  on  the  rear  line 
be  constructed  en  barbette,  the  embrasures  where  already  made  to  be 
destroyed. 

6.  The  line  from  the  Williams  house  to  the  plank  road  I  think  should 
be  shortened.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  present  line  will  require  nearly 
2jO()0  men  more  than  is  necessary. 
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7.  I  would  suggest  that  the  batteries  and  redoubts  be  numbered  or 
marked,  and  that  the  designation  of  each  work  be  loeated  in  some  con 
spicuous  place  in  the  work. 

8.  I  would  surest  that  the  garrisons  of  all  the  inclosed  works  be 
authoritatively  fixed.     These  works,  properly  commanded  and  garri 
soned,  ought  to  hold  the  lines  even  should  it  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  troops  from  the  ritie-pits  connecting  these  works.    I  think  a  palisade 
ought  also  to  be  placed  across  the  gorge  at  Fort  Alexander  Hays  at 
the  Strong  house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  11,  ISli-L 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  HUNT, 

Artillery  Headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  observed  or  reported 
in  the  enemy's  lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.     Picket- tiring 
is  kept  up  constantly.     A  few  shots  were  tired  yesterday  by  the  enemy's 
artillery  and  replied  to  promptly  by  the  batteries  bearing  on  the  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL. 
Captain,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1S6-L 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  FIRST  BRIGADE: 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  a  sufficient 
number  of  regiments  to  furnish  a  force  of  about  800  effective  men  to  go 
out  at  dark  as  a  support  to  the  line.  They  will  be  in  readiness  at  dark, 
when  a  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  will  show  them  the  position 
to  be  occupied.  They  are  to  bivouac  during  the  night  and  return  at 
sunrise,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  It  will  not  be  necessary  that  they 
should  take  tents  or  that  any  unarmed  men  should  be  sent.  The  senior 
officer  will  take  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  K.  DlilYEK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1861. 
Col.  KOBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  I  am  instructed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
say  that  you  hold  the  forts  on  your  line  (in  case  of  an  attack)  to  the  last 
extremity,  no  matter  what  becomes  of  the  line  between  them. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES    II.  LOCK  WOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
Brig.  (Jen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  during  yes 
terday  and  last  night,  nothing  of  importance  transpiring.  A  deserter 
from  Thirty  third  North  Carolina  came  in  last  night  and  is  now  on  his 
way  to  army  headquarters.  One  thousand  men  were  at  work  on  the 
defenses  at  this  point  and  100  men  assisting  in  building  the  new  wagon 
road. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- Genera  I,  Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  11,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  plan  proposed  by  you,  under  date  of  the  8th  instant,  for  the  re 
organization  of  the  Fifth  Corps  into  three  divisions,  to  be  commanded 
respectively  by  Generals  Griffin,  Ayres,  and  Crawford,  has  been  laid 
betbre  the  commanding  general  and  is  approved  by  him.  Your  plan 
embraces  all  that  he  desired  with  respect  to  the  old  First  Corps,  which 
was  to  include  in  one  division  the  troops  that  composed  that  corps  at 
the  time  of  the  consolidation  of  the  corps  in  March  last.  The  Penn 
sylvania  Reserve  regiments  were  at  that  time  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  and 
the  commanding  general  has  no  objection  to  the  two  regiments  organized 
from  the  reserve  regiments  being  retained  in  the  Fifth  Corps  as  proposed 
by  you.  You  are  desired  to  report  the  changes  in  the  staff  departments 
arising  from  the  reorganization  of  your  corps.  When  a  sufficient  num 
ber  of  recruits  shall  have  been  received  to  justify  it  the  division  to  be 
made  of  the  troops  of  the  old  First  Corps  can  be  organized  into  two 
divisions,  and  so  with  the  divisions  to  be  made  up  of  the  troops  of  the 
old  Fifth  Corps.  The  commanding  general  desires  that  you  will  carry 
the  new  arrangements  into  effect  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  during 
the  past  twentv-four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  deserter  from  the  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Scales'  brigade, 
has  just  come  in.  Does  not  know  anything  of  Early,  nor  of  any  move 
ment  of  troops.  Heard  a  rumor  of  General  Grant's  order. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS    NlNTH   ARMY   CoRPS, 

September  11,  ISfil. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during'  the  last 
twenty-four  hours.     Scouts  report  no  change  on  the  enemy's  front. 

JXO.  G.  PAEKE, 
Major- Genera I,  Co m m an ding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  11,  18(11 — 7  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report   that  no  movement  of  the 
enemy  has  been  observed  on  the  line  picketed  by  the  cavalry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MoM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  .Division. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  September  11,  1SG4. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Bermuda  Hundred  : 

The  Philadelphia  colored  regiment  will  be  ordered  to  your  command. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  11,  1S6-L 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  \vere  perfectly 
quiet  last  night  and  until  about  5  o'clock  today,  when  they  ventured 
to  tire  six  shell,  all  of  which  burst  among  their  own  pickets.  At  the 
h'rst  shot  \ve  opened  with  one  «S-inch  mortar  and  the  light  11'  pounder 
gun,  causing  them  to  cease  tiring  inside  of  forty  minutes.  Men  are 
healthy;  everything  seems  satisfactory.  Am  anxious  to  have  more 
spherical  case  sent  for  the  12  pounder  gun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  II.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  n,  ixai. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WHITE, 

Fir  at  Connecticut  Artillery,  Commanding  Heavy 

Artillery  with  Tenth  Corps,  Headquarters   Tenth  Corps: 
Company  E  and  three  30  pounder  Parrotts  will  start  by  2  p.  in.    They 
cannot  go  into  position  before  dark.     Please  see  that  Company  F  starts 
for   Bermuda   Hundred   as   soon    as   the    regimental  order  specifies. 
Please  telegraph  me  when  they  start. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  11,  1SG4. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WHITE, 

First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Headquarters  Tenth  Corps: 
Company  L  will  arrive  at  Captain  Burton's  battery  about  1*  p.  m.  to 
morrow  to  relieve  Company  G.  Please  meet  them  and  see  that  the 
officers  thoroughly  learn  ranges,  &c.  Company  G  will  use  the  same 
wagons  to  bring  them  to  Captain  Pride's  old  station.  See  regimental 
order  by  bearer  to-morrow  morning. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  11,  186  f — 8.45  p.  in. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT  : 

Three  30  pounders,  with  the  ammunition,  are  all  at  the  battery,  and 
teams  and  wagons  returned  all  safe.  Your  telegram  regarding  Com 
pany  L  is  received. 

NELSON  L.  WHITE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Connecticut  Artillery. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  11,  1864. 
Captain  AfirmE, 

Chief  Engineer,  Headquarters  General  Butler : 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  a  heavy  rilled  shell  from  Howlett  house 
battery  penetrated  the  cover  of  the  magazine  at  Crow's  Nest  to  within 
a  loot  of  the  chamber,  where  it  burst.  I  have  never  thought  this 
magazine  secure,  and  would  request  that  at  least  three  feet  be  added 
to  the  exposed  end. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

The  enemy  kept  up  an  almost  incessant  musketry  and  artillery  fire 
yesterday  and  last  night.  It  has  now  subsided.  A  deserter  reports 
the  rebels  mining  opposite  our  right,  and  that  a  large  body  of  troops 
are  massed  near  the  Crater. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
General  MEADE, 

Commanding  : 

I  have  done  nothing  to  day  in  the  matter.*     Deserters  from  time  to 
time  have  reported  the  enemy  as  mining,  and  I  have  been  prepared. 

*  In  answer  to  Meade  of  10  p.  m.,  p.  785. 
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I  tliiuk  that  they  would  aim  at  the  old  line,  which  I  hold  now  by  a 
picket.  I  will  examine  the  point  to  morrow  with  the  engineer  officer 
and  sink  a  listening  gallery. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major- Genera  I. 


H  DO.RS.  LK;IIT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Peterxltnry,   \ra.,  September  ll,J^(i-f. 

Capt.  CHARLES   II.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Anny  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  There  is  nothing-  of  importance  to  be  reported  during  the 
last  twenty-tour  hours.  Ninety-two  rounds  were  tired  in  reply  to  the 
enemy's  tire  and  at  his  working  parties.  Two  guns  of  Captain  Clinton1  s 
battery  were  withdrawn  from  position  at  the  Hare  house  to  allow  the 
engineers  to  change  the  line  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector-General  and  Vine/  of  Artillery. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   \'«.,  Kept  em  her  11,  l^di. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  A djutant-General : 

CAPTAIN:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  this  morning. 
A  continual  tin'  of  musketry  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  during  the 
night.  His  artillery  opened  upon  and  shelled  us  briskly  for  two  hours 
yesterday.  The  officer  of  trenches  reports:  "There  was  nothing 
unusual  occurred  on  the  reserve  or  picket  line  of  this  brigade  during 
the  night."  The  officer  commanding  the  trenches  reports  that  the 
enemy  were  making  more  noise  last  night  than  usual  in  their  front, 
but  mostly  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg,  and  removing  artillery  or 
artillery  wagons.  Also  that  there  were  commands  given  in  front  of 
our  right  such  as  "  keep  closed  up  there."  The  reserve  occupy  the  old 
position.  No  offensive  operations  have  been  made  from  our  lines.  The 
enemy  still  continue  to  work  upon  their  lines  and  the  trenches  report 
to  be  saps,  which  seem  to  progress  slowly.  No  casualties  have  occurred. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio   Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xear  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  11,  18(>4. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  AV.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  my  command  during  the  past  twenty  - 
four  hours.     The  line  of  abatis  in  front  of  First  Brigade  has  been  fully 
completed.     Working  parties  are  engaged  on  the  new  inclosed  work  in 
progress  on  my  right.     A  second  line,  of  works  has  been  commenced 
oil  the  line  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

K.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Ta.,  September  11,  1864.' 
Capt.  r.  A.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  7)fV.,  Tenth  Army  Corp*  : 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  work  on  the  trenches, 
at  present  occupied  by  my  brigade,  was  yesterday  morning  stopped  by 
direction  of   the   brigadier-general    commanding.      At  night   a  large 
working  party   was   detailed   to   commence  the   construction   of   an 
infantry  parapet  on  the  site  of  a  line  of   rifle-pits  in  the  rear  once 
occupied  by  the  U.  S.  forces  and  atterward  abandoned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  OSBORN, 
Colonel  Twenty -fourth  Massachusetts    To/,*.,  Comdg.  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  11,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Capt.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN  :  The  reports  from  the  picket-line  show  all  quiet.  An  officer 
visiting  the  picket-line  yesterday  was  fired  upon  from  beyond  the  line 
by  a  small  party  that  retreated  immediately.  The  party  I  sent  to  recon- 
noiter  Powell's  Creek  report  that  they  saw  no  enemy  and  found  no 
practicable  crossing  of  the  creek  between  the  left  of  the  line  and  the 
river. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS.  )  IIDQRS.  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

No.  04.  }  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  11,  1864. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Volun 
teers,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  this  district.  All 
existing  orders  and  regulations  will  remain  in  force  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

EDWARD  ITARLAND, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

No.  137.  {  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  11,  1864. 

I.  Col.  Charles    L.  Upham,  Fifteenth    Connecticut   Volunteers,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  Sub-District  of 
New  Berne. 

II.  The  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
having  reported  for  duty  to  relieve  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers, 
they  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  Sub-District  of  New  Berne,  and  it  is 
ordered  that  these  regiments,   under  direction    of  the  senior  officer 
present,  relieve  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  of  all  guard  and  picket 
duty  on  the  south  side  of  the  Trent  River.  j 
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HI.  The  companies  of  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  on  the  Trent 
road  at  lied  House,  on  being  relieved,  will  join  their  regiment  without 
delay.  The  commanding  officer  Second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  will 
send  the  garrison  oi'  Fort  Rowan,  on  being  relieved,  to  relieve  the  com 
panies  of  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  on  the  Trent  road. 

IV.  The  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Battery  will  relieve 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Rowan,  a  sufficient  number  of   men  under  one 
commanding  ollicer  remaining  permanently  in  the  battery  camp  as 
guard  for  the  park,  stables,  and  camp. 

V.  The  commanding  officer    Second    Massachusetts    Artillery  will 
detail  from  the  garrison  of  Fort  Totten,  three  commissioned  officers  and 
100  men  to  relieve  the  companies  of  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  on 
picket  at  Red  House. 

VI.  In  view  of  the  unprecedented  amount  of  sickness  in  the  Second 
Massachusetts  Artillery  it  fs  ordered  that  for  the  present  the  command 
ing  officer  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Colored  Heavy  Artillery  send 
each  day  at  guard-mount  a  sufficient  number  of  men  from  his  command 
to  perform  all  the  day  duty  at  Forts  Totten.  Dutton,  and  Stevenson. 
These  details  will  take  their  breakfasts  in  camp,  carry  their  dinner 
with  them,  and  on  being  relieved  by  the  Second  Massachusetts  Artil 
lery,  at  retreat,  return  to  cam])  for  their  suppers  and  the  night.     All 
drills  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery  will  for  the  present  be 
suspended. 

VII.  The  commanding  officer  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery  will 
see   that  during   the  time  the  First  North  Carolina  Colored   Heavy 
Artillery  are  doing  day  duty  in  the  forts  under  his  command  every 
effort  is  made  to  instruct  them  in  heavy  artillery  drill. 

VIII.  As  soon  as  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  is  ready  to  embark, 
as  previously  ordered,  the  commanding  officer  will  inform  these  head 
quarters  direct. 

IX.  All  these  movements  must  be  executed  with  the  utmost  rapidity. 
******* 

XI.  The  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers,  being  under  marching  orders, 
Col.  E.  II.  Ripley,  of  that  regiment,  is  relieved  from  duty  on  the  general 
court  martial  convened  in  Special  Orders,  No.  1,'Jl,  paragraph  V,  current 
series,  from  these  headquarters. 

******* 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harlaud: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

September  1^\  18(11 — 12  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  Santiago,  one  of  our  blockading  squadron,  captured  a  few  days 
ago  the  blockade  runner  Advance,  from  Wilmington.  On  board  of  the 
Advance  was  found  an  Italian  named  An  ton  ziui,  who  was  brought  into 
Hampton  Roads  yesterday  on  the  Santiago.  He  was  found  double- 
ironed,  had  been  condemned  to  death  by  the  rebel  government  for  trea 
son,  and  was  being  deported  to  Bermuda,  his  punishment  having  been 
commuted.  This  morning  Mr.  Fox  brought  me  a  letter  from  Anton/ini, 
ottering  to  give  information  for  the  destruction  of  bridges  on  the  Dan 
ville  road.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Fox  to  have  him  sent  direct  to  you 
from  Fortress  Monroe. 

EDWIN  M.  ST ANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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CITY  POINT,  YA.,  September  12,  1W>-I — 3.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Waahinfjton  : 

The  branch  of  railroad  running  out  to  the  Weldon  road  is  now  finished, 
and  all  supplies  for  the  army  are  now  moved  in  that  way.  Everything 
is  now  perfectly  quiet  except  the  usual  picket-liring.  The  enemy  seems 
to  be  mining'  in  front  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  but  it  causes  no  uneasiness. 
On  Friday  morning  General  Hancock  moved  a  portion  of  his  picket- 
line  forward,  and  in  doing  so  captured  85  of  the  enemy's  pickets. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieu  ten  ant-  O  en  era  I. 


[SEPTEMBER  12,  13G4. — For  Grant  to  W.  T.  Sherman,  relating  to 
proposed  operations  abov.^  Petersburg  and  Wilmington,  see  Vol. 
XXXIX,  Part  11,  p.  304.] 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  91.  j  City  Point,  Va.,  /September  12,  1864. 

I.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  of  the  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  will  hereafter  forward  to  these 
headquarters  on  the  last  day  of  each  week  a  report  of  the  engineering 
operations  during  the  week  in  the  respective  armies.  Maps  and 
plans  of  all  wotks  constructed  under  their  supervision  will  also  be  for 
warded  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

******* 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  II.  Neill  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  will  report  in  person  to  Maj.  Gen.  P. 
11.  Sheridan,  commanding  Middle  Military  Division,  for  orders. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

HORACE  PORTER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-cle-Canip. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  12,  1861 — 12  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Major-Generals  Warren,  Parke,  and  Hancock  report  all  quiet  on  their 
lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  General  Birney  reports  the 
enemy  working  steadily  on  a  Hying  sap,  either  a  covered  way  for  their 
pickets  or  probably  to  gain  the  crest  of  a  hill  which  our  pickets  occupy 
with  a  view  of  driving  them  away.  General  Bfirneyj  has  begun  this 
morning  a  countermine  at  the  Hare  house,  where  the  enemy  are  sup 
posed  to  be  mining.  General  Birney  also  reports  the  enemy  throwing 
up  a  work  on  their  second  line  just  in  rear  of  the  old  Crater,  and  that  a 
new  battery  has  been  established  at  the  foot  of  Cemetery  Hill,  from 
which  they  opened  at  8  a.  m.  this  morning.  This  last  is  for  the  purpose 
of  firing  at  the  trains  on  the  railroad,  which,  owing  to  Mr.  Weutz, 
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superintendent  of  construction,  having1  failed  to  communicate  with  the 
chief  engineer  at  these  headquarters,  has  been  improperly  located,  and 
is  exposed  for  some  distance  to  the  view  of  the  enemy,  who  has  estab 
lished  batteries  from  which  he  tires  at  all  passing1  trains.  No  damage 
has  yet  been  done,  but  much  annoyance  to  passers-by  and  the  camps 
in  the  vicinity. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-Oeneral. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  l~\  18U4. 
General  MEADE: 

I  will  direct  Major  Weutz  to  commence  relaying  the  railroad,  so  as 
to  take  it  round  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  1~>,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL,:  A  deserter  from  the  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  Regi 
ment,  Scales'  brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  has  just  been  forwarded  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  lie  came  into  our  lines 
about  dark  last  evening.  His  brigade  (Scales')  lies  directly  in  front  of 
the  lead-works,  and  about  300  yards  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad. 
Wilcox's  division  is  on  extreme  right  of  the  line,  and  the  Weldon  rail 
road  runs  through  it,  a  little  to  the  left  of  its  center.  Informant  states 
that  they  are  extending  the  line  of  works  still  farther  to  the  right  in  a 
westerly  direction.  He  thinks  it  is  about  half  a  mile  from  the  rail 
road  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  infantry  lino.  They  throw  out  a  very 
heavy  skirmish  line  every  day  in  front  of  Wilcox's  division.  Cut 
rations  down  last  week  one-fourth ;  issue  regularly  every  other  day. 
Informant  has  been  in  the  regiment  but  a  short  time  and  has  little 
information;  knows  nothing  of  the  return  of  any  of  the  force  in  the 
Valley. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


WALTHALL  STATION,  September  12,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet  this  a.  m.     A  party  of  fourteen  men  is  at  work  strengthen 
ing  Fort  Clifton. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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WALTHALL  STATION,  September  12,  18V4 — ti  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 
The  following  have  been  intercepted: 

11.30   A.    M. 

Colonel  B[KKNT]  : 
A  battery  of  artillery  drilling  in  open  space. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

"2  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]: 

At  1.20  p.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  strengthening  his  works  in  open  space;  only 
one  embrasure  seen. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.)^ 

II.  W.  IIOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  12,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 
Mtij.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

All  quiet  this  p.  in.  Party  still  at  work  on  Fort  Clifton.  The  follow 
ing  messages  have  been  intercepted  to-day: 

9.30  A.  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT]: 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  passed  open  space  to  our  right  of  Cobb's,  going  toward 
Point  of  Rucks.  One  battery  and  two  regiments  of  ini'antry  drilling  iu  open  space 
to  the  left  of  Cobb's.  No  boats  visible  in  the  river. 

R., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

11.15  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[RKNT]  : 

Two  boats  in  the  river — one  above  pontoon  and  one  off  Point  of  Rocks.  Seven 
wagons  crossed  pontoon,  going  toward  Prince  George. 

R., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

4.15  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RKNTj  : 

Seventeen  wagons  passed  open  space,  going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Chesterfield. 

K., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.45  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RKNT)  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  in.     Gun-boat  above  Point  of  Rocks. 

R., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

One  message  at  5  p.  m.  I  could  not  read  on  account  of  the  wind 
shaking  the  glass. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant, 
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SEPTEMBER  12,  1864 — 6.30  p.  in. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Parties  working  on  fortifications  all  day.    No  movements  noticed. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  12,  1HC4 — 6.30  'p.  in. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy  are  building  a  new  line  of  works  north-northwest  from 
station  running  from  edge  of  woods  toward  their  front  line.  No  move 
ment  observed. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  247.  \  September  12,  1864. 

******* 

6.  The  extension  of  the  City  Point  and  Petersburg  Railroad  having 
been  completed,  depots  of  supplies  along  the  line  of  the  road  will  be 
established  as  follows:  One  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  plank  road, 
to  be  known  as  Hancock's  Station;  one  near  the  Aiken  house,  to  be 
known  as  Parke's  Station,  and  one  near  the  Weldon  railroad,  to  be 
known  as  Warren's  Station.  The  supplies  for  the  Second  Corps,  and  for 
the  present  for  the  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  will  be  diawn 
from  Hancock's  Station;  the  supplies  for  the  Ninth  Corps,  from  Parke's 
Station,  and  the  supplies  for  the  Fifth  Corps  from  Warren's  Station. 
The  wagons  of  the  Second,  Fifth,  and  Ninth  Corps,  usually  appropriated 
to  the  transportation  of  subsistence  stores,  as  well  as  any  other  wagons 
not  needed  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  from  the  depots  to  be 
established,  will  be  parked  at  such  point  east  of  the  plank  road  as  may 
be  selected  by  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this  army.  When  wagons  of 
the  Second  Cavalry  Division  are  not  required  for  the  transportation  of 
supplies  they  will  be  parked  in  the  vicinity  of  Hancock's  Station.  The 
foregoing  arrangements  will  go  into  effect  on  Wednesday,  the  14th 
instant. 

******* 

8.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  will 
proceed  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  depot  under  his  charge,  located 
near  the  Navy- Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  having  completed  the 
same  will  return  to  City  Point. 

******* 

10.  The  redoubts  of  the  line  of  intrenchments  will  be  named  al'ter  the 
officers  who  have  fallen  during  the  present  campaign,  and  corps  com 
manders  are  desired  to  send  in,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  their 
recommendations  for  the  names  of  the  redoubts  along  their  lines, 
according  to  the  foregoing  requirements. 

*  *  *  *  *  .  *  * 

13.  Col.  E.  Schriver,  inspector-general,  assisted  by  the  officers  of  his 
department,  will  at  once  proceed  to  make  an  inspection  of  the  several 
commands  composing  this  army,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  state  of  the  service  will  not  admit  of  the  return  to  duty  of  officers 
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and  men  now  reported  as  on  special,  extra,  or  daily  duty,  or  on  detached 
service  within  this  army,  and  in  cases  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  in 
spector-general,  the  services  of  officers  and  men  now  employed  on 
special  and  detached  duty  can  be  dispensed  with  in  that  capacity,  he 
will,  in  the  name  of  the  commanding  general,  order  such  officers  and 
men  to  duty  with  their  respective  commands.  Corps  and  other  in 
dependent  commanders  will  afford  the  officers  of  the  inspector's  depart 
ment  such  facilities  as  they  may  require  to  enable,  them  thoroughly  to 
discharge  the  duty  herein  indicated,  and  a  report  will  be  made  of  the 
number  of  officers  and  men  returned  to  duty  under  this  order. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  12,  1864 — 0  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposition  of  my  troops  or  lines 
since  last  report.  Fatigue  parties  to  the  number  of  2,700  men  are  at 
work  this  morning  on  the  front  and  rear  lines. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  SECOND.  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  508.  j  September  12,  1864. 

******* 

3.  Lieut.  Col.  William  Wilson,  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
is  hereby  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Consolidated  Brigade  of 
this  division,  a- senior  officer  of  that  brigade  having  returned  to  duty 
with  his  regiment. 

4.  Lieut.  Col.  James  E.  McGee,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  assigned  to  the  temporary  command  of  the  Consolidated  Bri 
gade/ 

*  *  ***** 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Miles: 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  12,  1S64. 
Brig.  Gen.  11.  DE  TROBRIAND, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

GENERAL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  a  party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  men,  armed  with  telescope  rifles, 
from  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  He 
directs  that  you  place  them  in  and  about  Fort  Hell,  where  they  can 
have  the  best  position  to  annoy  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  II.  LOCKWOOD, 
lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


800  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  M,  l&u'J. 
Brig-.  Gen/ II.  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  observed  or  re~ 
ported  in  the  enemy's  lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  Only 
two  or  three  shots  exchanged  by  the  artillery.  The  picket-tiring  con 
stant. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 

Captain,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  12,  1861.     (Received  0.30  a.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Axsista nt  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  occurred  in 
my  front  yesterday  or  during  the  night.  The  new  railroad  has  been 
completed  to  this  point  and  a  locomotive  came  up  yesterday. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  35.  •    )  September  13,  1864. 

By  authority  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  the  following 
reorganization  of  the  corps  is  ordered  and  will  be  carried  into  effect 
immediately : 

I.  The  Fourth  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  is  discontinued. 

II.  The  following  regiments,  belonging  originally  to  the  old  First 
Army  Corps,  and  now  serving  with  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  are 
transferred  to  the  Third  Division :  Fifty-sixth,  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
first,  One  hundred  and  forty-second,  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  One 
hundred  and  forty-ninth,  and  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  Seventy-sixth,  Ninety-fifth,  and  One  hundred  and  forty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

III.  The  One  hundred  and  ninetieth  and  One  hundred  and  ninety- first 
Regiments  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers   are  transferred  to  the 
Second  Division. 

IV.  The  prospect  of  filling  up  the  corps  renders  it  desirable  to  retain 
the  organization  of  three  brigades  to  a  division,  and  each  division  com 
mander  will  arrange  his  brigades  as  he  may  think  best. 

V.  The  details  for  provost  guards,  ambulance  corps,  quartermaster 
and  commissary  departments,  &c.,  will  at  once  be  made  to  conform  to 
the  new  organization,  and  all  detached  officers  and  men  who  may  be 
rendered  supernumerary  by  these  changes  will  at  once  rejoin  their  com 
mands,  and  where  such  officers  and  enlisted  men  have  been  detached 
in  orders  from  these  headquarters,  a  report  will  be  made  to  that  effect, 
giving  the  names  of  the  officers  and  men  detached,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  properly  relieved  in  orders.     The  reductions  in  transportation 
and  ambulances  will  be  carried  into  effect  under  the  direction  of  the 
acting  chief  quartermaster  and  chief  ambulance  officer. 
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VI.  Division  commanders  are  requested  to  send  in  as  speedily  as  pos 
sible  a  report  showing  the  organization  and  designation  of  their  bri 
gades. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1'J,  Ititi-l — 9.30  a.  m. 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours. 

JM).  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  12,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  statement*  of  deserters  from  the  Tenth  Vir 
ginia  Cavalry.  The  major-general  commanding  thinks  that  a  strong 
scouting  force  thrown  out  rapidly  might  capture  and  effectually  dis 
perse  for  a  time  the  scouting  parties  of  the  enemy  infesting  the  parts 
of  the  country  indicated  in  the  statement. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  12,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  lines  of  the 
Second  Division  since  last  report.  Daring  the  night  a  few  shots  were 
tired  by  the  enemy  on  the  pickets  in  front  of  the  Gurley  house.  This 
occurs  every  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Division. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  12,  1864. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Deep  Bottom: 

Rebels  say  on  this  line  that  they  attacked  us  at  Reams'  Station  last  night  and  were 
badly  whipped. 

Have  you  any  information  of  it?    Please  answer. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Com  man-ding. 

'  See  Babcock  to  Humphreys,  September  11,  p.  785. 
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CITY  POINT,  September  12,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  we  have 
no  troops  at  Beams'  Station.  Reports  from  corps  commanders  this 
morning  are  that  all  is  quiet. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  etc'. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  12,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Nothing  of  any  importance  on  my  line.  The  enemy  are  working  on 
four  flying  saps  steadily.  1  presume  they  are  for  pickets,  and  probably 
to  gain  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  drive  my  pickets  away.  Will  commence 
this  morning  on  a  countermine  at  the  Hare  house,  pushing  forward  the 
old  work.  The  enemy  are  throwing  up  a  work  on  their  second  line, 
just  in  rear  of  the  Crater.  There  is  also  new  rebel  battery  on  the  foot 
of  Cemetery  Hill.  The  work  is  well  covered  by  woods.  It  opened  at 
7.45  this  morning.  Large  quantities  of  timber  are  being  hauled  from 
Petersburg  toward  Weldon  road. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  SIGNAL  DETACHMENT,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  12,  1864. 

Captain  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Tenth  Army  Corps, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.  : 

CAPTAIN:  Signal  officer  at  Avery  house  reports  the  enemy  throwing 
up  a  work  on  their  second  line  and  just  in  rear  of  the  Crater.  The 
work  will  be  about  large  enough  for  two  guns.  Signal  officer  at 
Friend's  house  reports  a  new  rebel  battery  on  the  foot  of  Cemetery 
Hill.  The  work  is  well  covered  by  woods.  It  opened  at  7.45  this  a. 
m.  and  fired  five  or  six  shots.  Large  quantities  of  timber  are  being 
hauled  from  Petersburg  toward  Weldon  road. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAUL  BRODIE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Tenth  Corps. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  12,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  WHITE, 

First  Connecticut  Artillery,  Comdg.  Siege  Batteries, 

Tenth  Corps,  Headquarters  Tenth  Corps: 

Company  K  will  be  at  Captain  Burton's  battery  about  2  p.  m.  to 
morrow  to  relieve  Company  D.  Please  do  the  same  that  you  did  to-day 
for  Captain  Pride  for  this  company. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  /September  12,  1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  II.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  this  morning. 
Three  liO-pounder  Parrotts  were  withdrawn  from  the  battery  on  the 
right,  the  Appomattox,  and  replaced  by  three  30  pounder  Parrotts. 
Thirty-three  rounds  were  tired  at  the  enemy,  twenty-five  of  which  were 
Coehorn  mortar  shells  at  the  enemy's  workmen  in  front  of  the  Crater. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector -General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  J)iv.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  117.  )          Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  12,  1864. 

******* 

II.  Col.  Joseph  R.  Hawley,  Seventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  having 
been  ordered  to  Connecticut  in  charge  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Connecticut  Volunteers,  whose  term  of  enlistment  has  ex 
pired,  Col.  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
will  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  this  division,  turning 
over  the  command  of  his  regiment  to  the  officer  next  in  rank. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry : 

A.  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  12,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  this  morning.  A  con 
tinual  fire  of  musketry  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  last  night.  No 
further  developments  have  been  made  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  enemy 
in  advancing  trenches  or  saps  before  his  obstructions.  They  are 
steadily  moving  toward  our  line.  The  trenches  are  deep.  The  police 
of  the  reserve  camp  and  the  trenches  is  good  and  is  being  improved. 
The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports : 

All  quiet  on  the  line  during  the  night.  At  10  o'clock  we  received  orders  from  the 
dirision  commander  of  the  day  to  cease  firing  on  the  picket-line  and  not  resume  it 
unless  the  enemy  advanced. 

No  casualties  have  occurred  in  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  12,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  KAUTZ,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  accompanying  communication*  is  sent  for  your  in 
formation.     Brigadier-Geuerai{iTe«g,directs  me  to  say  that  it  is  much 

T       j^"-:. --• ,   .    •-,--..  -:>> 

j^  •  ^          n  --  *    -,-^»-'    s^?  -v 

See  BartJcofJr  to  Humphreys, -fiepw^iuber  11,  p.  785. 
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desired  that,  if  practicable,  the  nests  of  guerrillas  in  front  of  your  line 
should  be  dispersed.  This  might  possibly  be  accomplished  by  sending 
out  a  strong  scouting  party  at  night,  well  to  the  front  of  your  line, 
toward  Disputanta  and  below,  and  thence  around  to  Prince  George 
Court-House.  If  you  think  there  is  any  prospect  of  capturing  any 
parties  by  such  a  movement  it  should  be  made.  If  you  require  any 
additional  troops  they  will  be  furnished  from  the  Second  Division.  An 
effort  will  be  made  to-night  by  the  Second  Division  to  entrap  dismounted 
rebels  who  lurk  about  its  line.  A  party  will  be  sent  to  Lee's  Mill. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  13,  186-1 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

My  dispatch  to  you  on  the  subject  of  enforcing  the  draft  was  sug 
gested  by  reading  Secretary  Seward's  Auburn  speech,  where  he  inti 
mates  that  volunteers  were  coming  in  so  rapidly  that  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  a  draft,  and  your  dispatch  stating  that  volunteers  were 
coming  in  at  the  rate  of  5,000  per  day.  We  ought  to  have  the  whole 
number  of  men  called  for  by  the  President  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 
A  draft  is  soon  over,  and  ceases  to  hurt  after  it  is  made.  The  agony 
of  suspense  is  worse  upon  the  public  than  the  measure  itself.  Prompt 
action  in  tilling  our  armies  will  have  more  effect  upon  the  enemy  than 
a  victory  over  them.  They  profess  to  believe,  and  make  their  men  be 
lieve,  there  is  such  a  party  North  in  favor  of  recognizing  Southern  in 
dependence  that  the  draft  cannot  be  enforced.  Let  them  be  unde 
ceived.  Deserters  come  into  our  lines  daily,  who  tell  us  that  the  men 
are  nearly  universally  tired  of  war,  and  that  desertions  would  be  much 
more  frequent  but  they  believe  peace  will  be  negotiated  after  the  fall 
elections.  The  enforcement  of  the  draft  and  prompt  tilling  up  of  our 
armies  will  save  the  shedding  of  blood  to  an  immense  degree. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT.  VA.,  September  13,  1864 — 10.30  a.  m. 

(Received  12.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  II.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

General  Cutler  has  been  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  by  the  consolidation  of  his  division  with  other  divisions  of 
his  corps,  and  ordered  to  report  by  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  for 
orders.  I  would  like  to  have  the  general  ordered  to  visit  the  different 
recruiting  rendezvous  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  for  the  purpose 
of  pushing  forward  recruits,  convalescents,  and  all  others  whose  duties 
are  at  the  front. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  92.  J  City  Point,  Va.,  September  13,  1864. 

II.  Brig1.  Geu.  L.  Cutler  is  hereby  relieved  from  duty  witb  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  in  consequence  of  the  consolidation  of  his  division  with 
another  division.  He  will  proceed  to  Washington,  1).  C.,  and  there  re 
port  in  person  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for  orders. 

Lieuts.  William  M.  Kansom  and  Thomas  W.  Miller,  personal  aides, 
have  permission  to  accompany  him. 

******* 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

W.  L.  DUFF, 
Lieut.  Co/.,  Asst.  Inap.  Gen.  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


CITY  POINT,  September  13, 1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Major  Wentz  says  that  before  laying-  the  railroad  he  tried  to  see 
the  chief  engineer,  but  was  told  that  he  was  sick.  He  then  stated 
to  the  officer  of  whom  he  inquired  the  object  of  his  call.  He  was  re 
plied  to,  that  the  work  of  locating  the  road  had  been  given  to  another 
engineer.  He  made  two  efforts  to  get  to  see  this  latter;  but  failing  he 
commenced  his  work,  supposing  the  engineer  would  come  along  if  it  wns 
not  laid  to  suit.  He  now  proposes  to  sink  the  road  five  feet  where  it  is 
in  view  of  the  rebel  batteries,  throwing  all  the  earth  toward  the  enemy. 
This  will  give  an  embankment  of  eleven  feet  and  cut  of  five.  I  have 
directed  him  to  go  on  with  the  work. 

U.  S.  GIIANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  13,  18(14—12  m. 
Lieu  ten  ant- General  GRANT: 

I  have  nothing  of  consequence  to  report  this  morning.  Your  dis 
patch  in  reference  to  Major  Wentz  has  been  referred  to  Major  Michler, 
acting  chief  engineer,  who  replies  that  no  one  about  these  headquar 
ters  can  be  found  who  ever  knew  of  any  visit  of  Major  Wentz;  that 
Major  Duane,  though  unwell,  was  never  so  sick  that  he  could  not  see 
any  one  on  business,  and,  although  it  is  not  intended  to  impugn  Major 
Wentz's  statement,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  had  proper  effort  been 
made  by  him  to  see  either  Major  Duane  or  myself,  or  had  a  written  or 
telegraphic  communication  been  made  to  us,  the  very  serious  mistake 
which  has  been  made  in  the  location  of  the  road  could  have  been  avoided, 
as  the  only  condition  I  had  to  make  was  that  the  road  should  be  laid 
out  of  sight  and  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  plan 
proposed  and  directed  to  be  executed  by  you  of  sinking  the  road,  can 
be  tried,  but  I  fear  the  noise  of  the  locomotive  and  cars  and  the  knowl 
edge  the  enemy  now  have  of  the  location  of  the  road  will  prevent  its 
undisturbed  use,  though  I  do  not  know  any  interruption  is  to  be  antici 
pated. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  13,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  the  Seventh  North  Carolina,  Lane's 
brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps  yesterday;  and  two  from  the  Sixteenth  Virginia,  of  Weisiger's 
brigade,  Mahone's  division,  came  into  the  lines  of  General  Mott's  divis 
ion,  Second  Army  Corps,  this  morning  about  daylight.  They  are  all 
from  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  and  bring  no  late  information.  They  all  agree 
to  the  fact  that  about  a  week  ago  the  different  brigades  of  Mahone's 
and  Wilcox's  divisions  moved  to  the  right,  each  about  the  distance 
occupied  by  two  brigades;  did  not  know  what  this  movement  was  for. 
Lane's  brigade  occupies  the  extreme  right  of  the  line.  Two  negroes 
that  left  Petersburg  last  Saturday  night  state  that  a  brigade  of  infantry 
and  some  cavalry  moved  out  on  the  South  Side  Railroad  about  three 

weeks  ago  to  a  station  called ,  ten  miles  from  Petersburg. 

NOTE. — From  the  best  of  our  judgment  they  mean    Sutherland's 
Station.    They  also  state  that  no  troops  have  been  moved  back  or 
forth  over  the  Appomattox  River  for  the  last  two  weeks. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  13,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet  this  a.  in.    At  8.30  a  train  of  twenty  wagons  passed  open 
space  to  our  left  of  Fort  Clifton,  going  toward  enemy's  left. 


H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  13,  1864—6.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  camp  in  woods  directly  in  front  of  this  station  has  dis 
appeared,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  tents,  and  fewer  tents 
appear  in  the  intrenchmeuts  from  the  Gregory  Chimneys  to  the  lead- 
works.  The  force  behind  intrenchments  from  the  lead-works  to  the 
fort  west  of  the  Weldou  railroad  is  apparently  unchanged.  Enemy 
continues  active  on  works  at  many  points.  They  are  constructing  a 
work  for  a  battery  upon  their  rear  line  and  on  Cemetery  Hill. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
'General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

No  change  in  my  lines  since  last  report,  except  those  going  on  under 
charge  of  the  engineer  department  from  headquarters. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1864. 

Commanders  are  requested  to  give  the  circular  of  the  llth  instant, 
in  relation  to  captured  colors,  as  wide  a  circulation  as  possible,  em 
bracing  in  their  reports  those  regiments  which  may  have  gone  out  of 
service.  Lt  should  be  particularly  stated  in  each  case  whether  the 
colors  have  been  turned  in.  Soldiers  who  have  captured  colors  and 
have  failed  to  turn  them  in,  as  required  by  existing  orders,  will  lose  the 
reward  to  be  given  to  those  who  have  turned  in  colors.  Care  should 
be  taken  to  fix  the  proper  credit  in  all  cases,  so  that  the  corps  may  get 
its  due  honor,  individuals  their  proper  reward,  and  no  questions  be 
asked  hereafter  as  to  the  justice  of  the  award. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

WM.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  McGEE, 

Commanding  Consolidated  Brigade : 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  out  in  support  of  the  line  this  even 
ing.  They  will  march  to  the  same  position  which  they  occupied  on  Sat 
urday  last.  Tents  need  not  be  struck  and  unarmed  men  will  not  be 
taken  along.  The  brigade  will  be  formed  and  in  readiness  to  move  at 
dusk,  when  a  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  will  be  present  and 
conduct  them  to  the  place  indicated.  They  will  return  at  sunrise  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  A dju tan t- General : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front 
during  yesterday  and  last  night.  Very  sharp  picket-tiring  was  heard 
nearly  all  night  in  front  of  the  troops  to  the  right  of  our  line.  Eight 
hundred  men  were  at  work  yesterday  upon  the  fortifications  and  400 
men  upon  the  new  wagon  road. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

J  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last 
twenty-four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
«  Major-  Gen  eral. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  |  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

No.  39.  j        Near  BUcKx  MatioH,Va.,  September  13,  1864. 

The  following  changes  in  the  designations  of  the  divisions  of  the 
corps  are  hereby  announced:  The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  O.  B. 
Willcox  commanding,  will  be  known  as  the  First  Division;  the  Fourth 
Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Ferrero  commanding,  will  be  known  as 
the  Third  Division. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  172.  J         Near  BlicVs  Station, Va.,  September  13,1864. 

1.  By  virtue  of  authority  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
leave  of  absence  for  fifteen  days  is  hereby  granted  Brig.  G<-n.  O.  B. 
Willcox,  commanding  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  with  permis 
sion  to  apply  for  an  extension  of  live  days  if  exigencies  of  the  service 
will  justify  such  application. 

*****  *  * 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near    \Veldon  Railroad,  ]ra.,  September  13,  1864. 
Capt.  JOHN  C.  YOUNGMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Army  Corps  : 

CAPTAIN:  The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  in  this  division  deemed 
worthy  of  being  recommended  for  a  brevet  for  conspicuous  services  as 
called  for  by  the  order  of  the  llth  instant: 

Capt.  Gilbert  H.  McKibbin,  assistant  adjutant-general,  IT.  S.  Volun 
teers — for  conspicuous  bravery  at  all  times  during  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  and  particularly  in  determining  the  enemy's  position  by  a 
personal  reconnaissance  May  (5,  18(14;  for  conspicuous  bravery  at  the 
battle  of  Spotsylvania,  May  12, 1804:  also  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1804, 
and  Petersburg,  June  1  8,  1804. 

Col.  John  I.  Curtin,  Forty-fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers — 
for  conspicuous  services  at  the  battle  of  Spotsylvania,  May  12,  1804; 
Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1804;  Petersburg,  June  17  and  18,  18(54. 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Pleasants,  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Veteran 
Volunteers — for  the  successful  management  of  the  mine  which  was 
sprung  on  the  30th  of  July  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps. 

Capt.  Theodore  Gregg,  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volun 
teers — for  his  gallantry  and  good  efforts  in  rallying  the  men  to  defend 
the  crater  formed  by  the  explosion  of  the  mine  on  the  30t!i  of  July, 
and  his  courage  and  daring  in  three  personal  encounters  with  rebel 
officers,  each  time  killing  his  antagonist. 

Capt.  James  B.  Smith,  Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  in 
the  charge  of  the  First  Brigade  on  the  rebel  works  on  the  morning  of 
17th  of  June,  when  he  was  in  command  of  his  regiment;  but  for  his 
bravery  and  good  judgment  on  that  occasion  the  charge  would  not  have 
been  successful. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Draper,  commanding  Thirty-sixth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers,  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  was  remarkably  brave, 
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and  after  being  severely  wounded  still  remained  and  fought  with  bis 
regiment  until  faint  from  the  loss  of  blood  and  obliged  to  be  taken 
from  the  field. 

Capt.  Peleg  E.  Peckharn,  of  the  Seventh  Rhode  Island  Volunteers, 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Ninth  Army  Corps — for  his  repeated  acts  of  gallantry  and  bravery 
displayed  on  every  field  and  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  he  has 
participated,  especially  that  of  the  18th  of  May,  at  Spotsylvania  Court- 
House,  where  his  regiment  owes  much  to  him  for  its  credit  on  that 
occasion;  and  also  on  the  30th  of  July  in  rallying  a  portion  of  his 
brigade  and  conducting  them  in  their  successive  charges. 

Capt.  Henry  li.  Mighels,  assistant  adjutant-general — for  his  great 
efforts  in  getting  the  men  forward  in  the  charge  of  the  18th  of  June, 
in  which  he  was  severely  wounded. 

Capt.  E.  T.  Raymond,  Thirty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteers — for 
good  service  rendered  on  all  occasions,  always  showing  coolness  and 
courage  and  putting  forth  unequaled  efforts  in  every  engagement  to 
the  success  of  the  troops  which  might  be  under  his  direction,  and  for 
escaping  from  the  enemy  August  19,  1864,  when  he  accidentally  rode 
into  their  lines  in  obedience  to  orders. 

I  would  also  make  mention  of  Lieut.  Col.  Percy  Daniels,  Seventh 
Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  who  has  taken  a  very  active  part  all  through 
the  campaign,  and  conducted  himself  nobly  in  all  the  engagements. 
On  that  of  the  30th  his  regiment  was  not  engaged  at  all,  but  he  volun 
tarily  went  to  the  front  and  the  fields  in  face  of  the  enemy's  fire  and 
into  the  crater  several  times  during  the  day,  encouraging  both  men 
and  officers  to  their  duty. 

First  Lieut.  Charles  E.  Frost,  Company  E,  Eleventh  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  June,  1804,  in  the  charge 
near  the  Shands  house,  in  advance  of  his  regiment,  with  a  few  men 
demanded  the  surrender  of  a  party  of  the  [enemy],  outnumbering  him 
five  to  one,  lying  in  a  rifle-pit,  and  captured  about  15.  He  also  par 
ticipated  in  bringing  away  a  gun  and  six  battery  horses  attached  to 
the  caisson. 

First  Lieut.  George  Hicks,  Company  F,  Seventeenth  Vermont  Vol 
unteers,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  June,  1864,  in  the  charge  near 
the  Shands  house,  distinguished  himself  by  capturing  a  battle-nag  of 
the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

Second  Lieut.  John  E.  Cram,  Company  B,  Eleventh  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  in  the  battle  of  Spotsylvania  Court-House,  distinguished 
himself  by  seizing  and  securing  the  colors  of  his  own  regiment  under 
a  heavy  fire,  after  both  color-bearers  had  been  severely  wounded  and 
disabled,  and  was  himself  severely  wounded  while  carrying  them  to 
the  rear.  He  has  not  yet  recovered. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- tieneral,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )   HDQRS.  THIRD  Div.,  OTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  41).  ]  Alberta  House,  Va.,  September  13,  1S64. 

The  commanding  general,  having  received  a  short  leave  of  absence, 
hereby  turns  over  the  command  of  this  division  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  F. 
Hartranft,  temporarily. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Willcox: 

[WM.  V.  RICHARDS,] 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

/September  13,  1SGJ — 10  a.  >n. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  liouor  to  report  all  quiet  ou  the  line  of  the  Sec 
ond  Division  since  last  report.  Last  night  strong  scouting  parties  were 
sent  to  Lee's  Mill  and  toward  Wood's  Shop.  No  enemy  discovered  at 
the  former  place.  Beyond  Wood's  Shop  and  toward  Reams'  Station 
tires  were  seen  which  indicated  the  cam])  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  I 
had  dismounted  men  concealed  well  in  front  of  my  line;  but  none  of 
the  enemy  approached,  as  on  previous  nights.  General  Kautz  was 
instructed  to  send  out  a  strong  scouting  party  toward  Disputanta  and 
Union,  and  thence  around  to  Prince  George.  No  report  received  of  the 
operations  of  this  party.  General  Kautz's  line;  is  much  annoyed  by  dis 
mounted  guerrillas  at  night.  These  men  lurk  in  the  thickets  for  the 
purpose  of  stealing  horses.  Night  before  last  a  small  reserve  near 
Davenport  Church  was  surprised  by  a  dismounted  party  of  the  enemy; 
six  horses  were  stolen  and  one  man  killed.  Increased  precautions  are 
being  taken  on  that  portion  of  General  Kautz's  line  to  prevent  surprises 
and  to  destroy  these  small  parties  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  13,  1864. 
Col.  G.  A.  KENSEL, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  as  follows: 

SKPTEMHKK  13 — 8.30  p.  in. 
Captain  CLUM: 

A  train  of  five  cars,  loaded  with  trooj.s,  just  passed  the  Junction,  going  toward 
Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  CLUM, 

Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  13,  1S(>4. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT. 

Commanding  Siege  Train: 

Company  I)  left  the  point  of  woods  near  Captain  Burton's  battery  at 
(5  o'clock  this  p.  in.  Captain  Ager,  with  Company  K.  was  detained  by 
the  breaking  down  of  a  wagon,  and  did  not  reach  here  until  4  o'clock. 
His  command  are  safely  placed  in  their  batteries,  with  full  instruc 
tions  as  to  range.  No  ordnance  telegram  received  to-day. 

NELSON  L.  WHITE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1SH4. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

Nothing  of  importance  on  my  line  during  past  twenty-four  hours. 

1).  P>.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  121.  )  Jiefore  Petersburg,  ]^<i.,  September  !•'],  1$(>4. 

#**#*»* 

(>.  Col.  J.  B.  Howell,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  is  relieved 
from  command  of  the  Third  Division,  and  Col.  F.  B.  Pond,  Sixty-second 
Ohio  Volunteers,  is  temporarily  assigned  to  that  command. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

CHAS.  If.  (GRAVES, 

Ass  i  at  a  it  t  A  djnta  n  t-  General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before   Petersburg,   \ra..  September  lo,  1864. 

Capt.  CHARLES  II.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

(CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours: 
Fifty-nine  Coehorn  mortar  shells  were  fired  at  the  enemy's  working  par 
ties  at  the  ( -rater.  Private  Henry  Fox,  of  Battery  IF,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  side.  There  is  nothing  further 
worthy  of  note. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  II.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col..  Asst.  Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
,  Before  Petersburg,   \'<t..  September  /.7,  l$G-i. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  TERRY. 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  inspection  reports  show  that  the  orders  from  these 
headquarters,  as  to  returning  to  their  companies  all  men  improperly 
employed  as  hostlers,  servants,  guards,  clerks,  cooks,  «S:c.,  have  not 
been  obeyed,  apparently  receiving  no  attention.  Will  you  not  report  as 
to  this  matter, and  hold  the  guilty  officers  to  a  strict  accountability  ?  All 
absentees  should  be  traced,  and  in  proper  case  applied  for.  The  inspec 
tion  reports  of  your  division  show  also  many  improper  details  and 
employment  of  enlisted  men.  A  list  will  be  furnished  you  by  the 
assistant  adjutant-general.  The  orders  also  call  for  arming  of  all 
detailed  men,  so  that  on  a  march  or  during  a  battle  they  can  do  service; 
also  that  they  turn  out  properly  equipped  at  all  inspections:  and  trusts 
that  the  next  inspection  report  will  show  that  the  large  list  of  absen 
tees  has  been  diminished  by  active  and  constant  a] (plication  and  the 
number  of  effective  men  increased.  Should  regimental  commanders 
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wish  men  who  have  been  detailed  for  a  long  time  from  their  regiments 
returned,  and  others  less  able  for  field  service  substituted,  their  appli 
cation  will  receive  favorable  attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  Brigadier-General  Foster.) 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  f  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  IIS.  \  Before  Peter(tbur(/,Va.<  September  13,  1864. 

•*###### 

VII.  Col.  F.  B.  Pond,  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  having  been 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps  by  Special 
Orders,  No.  124,  paragraph  0,  headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps,  Col.  A. 
C.  Voris,  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  will  assume  command  of  the 
First  Brigade  of  this  division,  turning  over  the  command  of  his  regi 
ment  to  the  officer  next  in  rank. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.]      LTDQRS.  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Jlefore  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  13,  1864 — V.lt  p.  m. 
I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to  request  that 
you  will  take  immediate  measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  firing  on  the 
lines  so  far  as  it  is  practicable.  It  is  reported  that  the  corps  officer  of 
the  day  gave  orders  to  open  fire  whenever  the  enemy  fired  upon  out 
lines.  By  so  doing  that  officer  transcended  his  authority,  and  you  will 
immediately  notify  the  officers  of  your  command  that  they  receive  no 
orders  to  open  fire  except  through  the  proper  channels,  and  obey  none 
emanating  from  such  a  source. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  IT.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Captain,  and  Assistant  Adjutant -Genera  I. 


IIDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Peterxbury,  Va.,  September  1:1,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Ass  ista  it  t  A  djnta  nt-Gcn  era  I : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everything  quiet  this  morning 
except  a  desultory  fire  of  musketry  from  the,  enemy,  which  has  kept 
up  all  the  past  night.  The  reserves  of  this  command  remain  in  the 
same  position,  as  also  do  the  lines  of  battle.  The  officer  of  the  trenches 
reports  there  has  been  no  casualties  upon  the  line  during  the  last  night. 
The  enemy  have  made  no  observable  movements  or  changes.  Private 
Henry  llemmell,  Company  B,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers,  was 
seriously  wounded  in  the  hand  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  B.  POND, 
Colonel  Sixty-second  Ohio    Volunteers,  Com  (Iff.  First  llrigade. 
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HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  13.  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  on  my  front  (luring  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.     Fatigue  parties,  comprising  all  available  men  of 
the  division,  are  employed  on  the  inclosed  work  on  my  right,  and  on  the 
second  line  on  the  front  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades.     The  entire 
line  of  trenches  are  in  good  condition  as  regards  policing. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  j    HDQRS.  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

No.  139.  >  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  13,  1861. 

1.  As  soon  as  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  is  ready  to  go  the  com 
mand  will  embark  without  further  orders  and  proceed  to  Virginia,  as 
previously  ordered. 

###**** 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harland: 

J.  A.  JUDSON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  CHIEF  OF  ARTILLERY,  18TH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1861. 
ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 

Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

SIR:  I  respectfully  request  that  1  may  be  relieved  from  duty  as  chief 
of  artillery  Eighteenth  Corps,  and  ordered  to  join  my  regiment.  My 
position  is  so  indistinctly  defined  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  perform 
the  duties  pertaining  to  that  position  with  justice  to  myself  or  satisfac 
tion  to  the  corps  commander.  For  the  information  of  the  corps  com 
mander,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  addition  to  the  light  bat 
teries  of  the  corps,  there  are  in  position  on  the  front  occupied  by  the 
corps  some  forty-one  guns  and  mortars,  manned  by  companies  of  the  First 
Connecticut  Artillery  and  a  company  of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Artil 
lery.  On  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at  this  place  the  otticers  in  chargeof  those 
batteries  failed  to  report  to  me  or  in  any  way  recognize  me.  On  inquiry, 
it  was  found  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps 
the  batteries  in  position  (heavy  batteries)  had  been  considered  as  inde 
pendent  of  the  corps  commander,  and  subject  to  the  exclusive  jurisdic 
tion  of  Col.  H.  L.  Abbot,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  the  corps  com 
mander  having  a  kind  of  delegated  authority  to  direct  the  batteries  to 
open  tire  in  case  of  necessity.  In  order  that  these  battery  commanders 
might  understand  their  true  position  Special  Orders,  No.  123,  head 
quarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  September  2,  was  issued.  I  under 
stand  that  Colonel  Abbot  has  protested  to  department  headquarters 
against  this  order  as  depriving  him  of  certain  rights  and  privileges 
naturally  belonging  to  him.  At  all  events,  an  order  has  just  been 
received  from  department  headquarters  (Special  Orders,  No.  240,  Sep 
tember  10)  which  revokes  the  order  from  corps  headquarters  so  far  as 
relates  to  Colonel  Abbot's  command,  and  virtually  removes  the  batteries 
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above  referred  to  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  corps  commander.  As  chief 
of  artillery  of  the  corps  I  am  held  responsible  by  the  corps  com 
mander  for  the  condition  and  efficiency  of  all  the  artillery  pertaining 
to  the  corps,  which  must  include,  of  course,  those  batteries  in  position 
on  the  front  occupied  by  the  corps,  while  at  the  same  time  those  bat 
teries  are  declared  independent  of  the  corps  and  officers  of  the  corps. 
Colonel  Abbot  very  kindly  allows  a  major  of  his  regiment  to  remain 
at  these  headquarters,  to  whom  written  instructions  have  been  given 
(see  A),  in  these  instructions  [  am  permitted  to  give  certain  orders, 
but  the  field  officer  is  distinctly  informed  that  my  authority  over  him 
and  his  command  is  limited.  As  my  limited  authority  is  conceded  as 
a  favor,  not  recognized  as  a  right,  I  shall  positively  decline  giving  any 
instructions  until  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  settled.  Fn  view  of 
the  position  in  which  I  ain  placed,  I  respectfully  request  that  I  may  be 
relieved  from  my  present  duty  and  ordered  to  my  regiment. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  PIPEK, 
Colonel  Tenth  New  York  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  jf5,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
CAPTAIN:  Your  communication  relative  to  breaking  up  the  guerrilla 
parties  of  the  enemy  was  received  lasfcevening,  and  I  have  been  inves 
tigating  the  best  means  of  opposing  them.  Colonel  West,  who  has  had 
a  great  deal  of  experience  in  this  kind  of  warfare  on  the  Peninsula, 
says  there  is  but  one  way,  and  that  is  to  oppose  dismounted  parties 
against  them.  The  enemy  has  no  established  camp  that  can  be  sur 
prised  or  broken  up.  They  scatter  through  the  country,  visiting  farm 
houses  for  subsistence,  and  meeting  at  stated  periods  for  an  expedition, 
never  going  in  a  large  force  and  always  dispersing  when  attacked.  I 
have  been  disposing  ambuscades  in  front  of  the  picket-line,  but  as  yet 
only  with  partial  success.  The  line  is  so  extended  that  the  men  are  on 
post  every  other  night,  giving  me  no  extra  force  to  dispose  of  to  any 
great  extent.  Scouting  the  country  would  have  no  other  result  than  to 
familiarize  the  officers  and  men  with  the  country  and  enable  them  to 
operate  in  the  night  by  ambuscades,  &c.  The  places  to  ambuscade  and 
watch  for  the  enemy  are  the  various  crossings  of  the  Blackwater  and 
its  branches.  Black  Hole  Swamp  I  understand  to  be  the  same  as 
Jones'  Hole  S \vamp  on  the  map.  Mrs.  Temple's  I  understand  to  be 
just  beyond  the  crossing  of  Warwick  Swamp,  on  the  road  from  Baxter's 
Mill  to  the  plank  road.  By  ambuscading  the  crossings  of  the  branches 
of  the  Blackwater  beyond  the  picket-line  by  parties  of  twenty  or  thirty 
dismounted  men  I  think  will  be  the  best  course  to  pursue.  Another 
plan  would  be  to  take  the  entire  picket  force  and  move  out  on  all  the 
various  roads  on  a  fixed  day,  reconnoitering  and  patrolling  all  the  roads 
at  one  time;  it  might  result  in  the  capture  of  a  portion  and  disconcert 
ing  the  majority.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  these  scouts  have  any 
camp  this  side  of  the  plank  road.  I  shall  continue  the  use  of  dis 
mounted  men  for  the  present  as  the  only  practical  means  of  anticipat 
ing  the  enemy  with  my  present  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  11,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington: 

I  will  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  for  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to 
see  Sheridan.  Will  not  ])ass  through  Washington  either  going  or 
coming  unless  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War  I 
should  do  so.  Everything  is  very  quiet  here,  and  all  indications  are 
that  it  will  remain  so  until  I  take  the  offensive. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


WASHINGTON,  September  11,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieuten  ant-General  GRANT: 

If  anything  should  require  your  presence  here  notice  will  be  given. 
At  present  there  is  no  reason  to  change  your  plans. 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  11,  lti'64 — 10.30  a.  m.     (Received  10.45  a.  m.) 
Lieuten  ant-General  GRANT  : 

Reports  from  corps  commanders  indicate  nothing  extraordinary  to 
report  this  morning.  Major-General  Birney  states  that  the  recent  ad 
vance  of  Hancock's  picket  line  has  drawn  on  his  line  incessant  picket- 
tiring,  increasing  his  casualties,  and  that  he  has  taken  measures  to 
stop  it.  There  is  at  present  sharp  cannonading  going  on  in  Birney's 
front,  which  I  presume  to  be  the  measure  he  indicated  he  would  take. 
A  special  report  of  the  cause  has  been  called  for. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  11,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 
What  is  the  heavy  tiring  now  heard  about! 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  11,  18t>4 — 11.10  a.  m.     (Received  11.15  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

In  reply  to  your  telegram,  just  received,  I  send  you  a  dispatch* 
from  Birney,  received  simultaneously,  which  confirms  the  view  I  took 
in  my  last  dispatch.  Major-General  Birney  has  been  directed  to  make 
a  special  report  so  soon  as  his  present  experiment  is  over  as  to  the 
result,  and  hereafter  not  to  open  his  batteries  under  similar  circum 
stances  without  first  referring  to  these  headquarters,  as  lam  somewhat 
doubtful  of  the  efficacy  of  his  plan  of  stopping  picket-tiring,  and  the 
expenditure  of  ammunition  is  becoming  a  question  of  some  importance. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 

*  See  Birney  to  Humphreys,  received  11  a.  m.,  p.  829. 
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CITY  POINT,  September  11,  1SG1 — :J  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow  morning  for  General  Sheridan's  head 
quarters.  Will  be  .none  live  days.  General  Butler  also  leaves  to-day 
to  be  absent  a  few  days.  You  will,  therefore,  assume  command  of  all 
the  forces  operating  in  this  field  if  YOU  fmd  it  necessary. 

U.  8.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  li,  1SUL 
Mai.  Gen.  G.  G.  MEADE  : 

General  Butler  reports  that  the  enemy  in  his  front  show  but  little 
more  within  their  intrenchments  than  our  picket-line.  May  it  not  be 
the  enemy  are  massing  everything  on  their  right  for  an  attack?  I 
think  it  would  bo  well  to  push  reconnaissances,  both  west  and  south 
from  our  extreme  left,  to  ascertain  if  any  movements  are  in  contempla 
tion.  If  you  have  occasion  to  telegraph  me  after  I  start  in  the  morning, 
dispatches  directed  to  Harper's  Ferry  will  reach  me.  I  shall  have  a 
cipher  operator  along. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  11.  ItiU-l — S.-15  p.  m.     (Received  0  p.  in.) 
Lieutenant-Gencral  GRANT: 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  thinning  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front 
of  General  Butler  has  been  received.  The  signal  officers  have  reported 
something  of  the  same  kind  on  my  front  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plank 
road,  also  the  movements  of  small  bodies  of  the  enemy  near  the  lead- 
works.  I  will  direct  Warren  to  send  a  reconnaissance  out  in  the 
morning  in  a  westerly  direction,  sending  with  him  two  regiments  of 
cavalry.  Our  cavalry  is  out  so  far  to  the  south  that  any  advance  meets 
the  enemy  at  once,  and  they  have  their  cavalry  so  strongly  posted  that 
a  mere  reconnaissance  can  not  force  them  back;  besides  our  cavalry  is 
so  far  in  this  direction  that  we  ought  to  have  ample  warning  if  our 
pickets  are  vigilant.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  be  likely  to  attack 
our  immediate  left  or  the  rear  of  it,  but  may,  perhaps,  endeavor  to 
threaten  still  farther  round  in  the  direction  of  Prince  George  Court- 
House,  so  as  to  try  and  draw  us  away  from  our  intrenched  lines.  This 
would  be  running  great  risk  on  their  part  unless  they  have  a  very  large 
force.  I  will  be  vigilant  and  keep  a  sharp  lookout. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  September  11, 186-1. 
General  MEADE: 

Telegraph  me  at  Fort  Monroe  the  result  of  Warren's  reconnaissance 
to-morrow  if  known  by  3  p.  m.;  if  not  known  until  a  later  hour  tele 
graph  to  Baltimore. 

'  IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,   Va.,  September  11,  1864. 
Brig.  (icn.  M.  K.  PATRICK, 

Provotit-  Ma  rfihal-  General, 

Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  City  Point,  Va.: 
GENERAL:  Please  give  the  necessary  directions  to  your  assistants  to 
hereafter  send  all  new  troops  arriving  at  this  point  to  Bermuda  Hun 
dred,  Va.,  with  instructions  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  for 
orders. 

*  #  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

W.  L.  DUFF, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Asst.  Insp.  Gen.,  Actg.  Asxt.  Adjt.  Gen. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  11,  186-1 — 9  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Enemy's  force  in  intrenchments  weakened  during  the  night  from 
point  of  woods  in  our  front  as  far  to  our  right  as  can  be  seen  from  this 
point;  lines  unchanged  on  our  left.  At  <S.4()  200  infantry  came  from 
woods  west  of  the  fort  beyond  the  Weldon  railroad  and  moved  south 
ward. 

U.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  11,  1861 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted: 

Colonel  BfiiENTj : 

Six  six-horse  wagons  passed  open  space  on  Bermuda  Hundred  road.     Six  pieces  of 
artillery  drilling  in  open  space.     One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

R., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

U.  W.  IIOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTIIALL'S  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  11,  1861 — 11  a.  m. 
Major  FiSHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted;  the  tirst  part  of  message  was  lost: 

passed  open  space  near  Battery  5,  going  toward  front. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 

12.30. 
C.  C.  CROW, 

At  B. : 
You  will  report  for  duty  without  delay. 

B.  F. 

H.  W.  IIOLMAX, 

Sergeant. 
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.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  11,  1861. 
Major-  General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded  : 

A  column  of  infantry,  numbering  about  3,000,  formed  from  the  camps  behind  works 
in  vicinity  of  large,  fort  west  of  Weldon  railroad  and  moved  westward  on  the  road 
leading  from  the  south  side  of  the  large  fort,  Squirrel  Level  road.  Twenty  minutes 
later  a  body  of  800  infantry  disappeared  on  same  road.  Column  passed  between 
11  a.  m.  and  30  a.  in. 

(Means,  no  doubt,  between  11  a.  in.  and  11.30  a.  in.) 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEE, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  11,  186-1 — 1  p.  m. 
Captain  TAYLOR, 

Signal  Officer: 

A  column  of  infantry  numbering  about  2,000  came  from  woods  in  rear 
of  railroad  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  lead- works,  moved  to  our  left  as 
far  as  large  fort,  halted,  and  are  now  resting  in  line  in  rear  of  their  line 
of  works. 

NEEL, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  11,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted: 

Colonel  B[iiKNTj : 

The  enemy  is  making  winter  quarters  at  Point  of  Rocks. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[REXTj  : 

Twelve  wagons  passed  Cobb's  going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Chesterfield.     One 
large  steamer  just  came  up  the  river.  "Two  gun-boats  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  8., 
.       At  C. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAX, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  11,  1861 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  infantry  reported  halted  in  line  of  works  in  vicinity  of  large  fort 
west  of  Weldon  railroad  have  returned  to  woods  from  whence  they 
came.  A  train  of  eight  wagons  moved  to  our  left. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  14,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

About  800  infantry  at  3.30  p.  in.  moved  from  the  large  fort  in  vicinity  of  Welclou 
railroad  and  disappeared  in  woods  moving  toward  our  picket-line.  All  quiet. 

The  enemy's  signal  officers  report  minor  movements  on  our  part  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Apponmttox.  They  report  our  force  making  winter 
quarters  at  Point  of  Rocks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  14,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  the  plank  road 
station : 

4.40  P.  M. 

A  column  of  infantry  and  cavalry  moved  westward  ou  road  leading  from  largo 
fort,  Squirrel  Level  road.  It  appeared  coming  from  the  left  (our  left)  on  line  of  Weldon 
railroad;  were  twelve  minutes  in  passing.  Another  column  of  infantry  appeared  from 
woods  in  vicinity  of  large  fort  and  followed  the  tirst  column;  this  was  ten  minutes 
in  passing.  The  dust  prevents  a  correct  estimate  of  their  numbers.  They  com 
menced  moving  about  3.15  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  14,  1864 — 6.15  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.;  enemy  still  working  on  Fort  Clifton.  What 
shall  I  do  with  this  extra  horse  ?  I  need  it  here,  as  but  three  of  my 
men  are  mounted.  If  I  keep  it,  will  you  please  give  me  an  order  on 
Lieutenant  Capron  for  forage ? 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1864 — C.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

No  movement  of  the  enemy  noticed  to  day.  Small  details  on  new 
works  all  day.  A  good  many  loads  of  poles  moved  into  town  from  the 
left  this  p.  m.,  coming  toward  the  front  in  about  a  line  between  Peters 
burg  and  this  station.  Have  not  been  able  to  see  roads  west  of  city 
since  12  this  m.  on  account  of  smoke. 

A.  C.  JORDAN. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS.  ^     WAR  DEPT.,  AD.TT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  304.  )  Washington,  September  11,  186  i. 

******* 

15.  First  Lieut.  IJ.  P.  Strong;,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  at  the  Signal  Camp  of  Instruction.  Georgetown,  D. 
C.,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  the  chief  signal  officer, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  for  duty. 

1(>.  Capt.  G.  S.  Dana,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  relieved 
from  duty  with  the  signal  detachment,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will 
report  in  person  without  delay  to  the  chief  signal  officer,  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  h'eld,  for  duty. 

17.  Sergt.  Charles  Wentworth,  Signal  Corps,  II.  S.  Army,  is  hereby 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  signal  detachment,  Department  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  in  person  without  delay  to  the 
chief  signal  officer,  headquarters  Department  of  the  Snsquehauua, 
for  duty.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  I).  TOWN  SEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Ass-ifita  ti  t  Adjutan  t-  Genera  I : 

There  was  no  change  in  my  lines  during  the  twenty-four  hours  ending 
0  a.  in.  to-day. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  II,  1864 — 10.10  a.  m.     (Received  10.45  a.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Co  >n  >n  a  n  d  i  n  <j  Seeo  n  d  Co  rps  : 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  the  cause  of  the  heavy 
artillery  tiring  now  going  on! 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Ma  ft*. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Birney.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  11,  1861 — 10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

There  has  been  no  heavy  artilley  tiring  on  my  front  this  morning. 
There  appears  to  be  some  farther  to  the  right  than  my  line. 

WINF'D    S.  HANCOCK, 

Major  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
September  11,  1864—11.15  «.  m.      (Received  11.31)  n.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Birney  reports  tliat  the  heavy  artillery  tiring  is  an  effort  on 
his  part  to  stop  the  incessnnt  picket  and  artillery  lire  of  the  enemy  by 
concentrating  a  heavy  artillery  tire  upon  him  for  an  hour. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major  Generals  Warren  and  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  14,  18(14— <J.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Information  received  from  signal  stations  and  elsewhere  giving  reason 
to  suspect  some  movement  of  the  enemy,  corps  commanders  are  re 
quested  to  enjoin  special  vigilance  on  the  part  of  their  commands,  and 
to  be  prepared  to  move  their  troops  or  parts  of  them  promptly  upon 
receiving  orders  to  that  effect,  and  to  hold  in  view  the  possible  con 
tingency  of  withdrawing  all  their  force  except  the  garrison  and  arma 
ments  of  the  inclosed  works.  To  that  end  the  garrisons  of  those  works 
will  be  designated  and  posted.  A  reconnaissance  will  be  made  by 
General  Warren  toward  the  Boydton  plauk  road  early  to-morrow 
morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major-Generals  Warren,  Parke,  and  Birney,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Davies,  commanding  cavalry.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  14,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK,  Commanding  Second  Corps: 

GENERAL  :  Your  communication  of  the  llth  instant  was  received 
yesterday  and  submitted  to  the  commanding  general,  who  has  requested 
me  to  express  his  acknowledgments  for  the  suggestions  contained 
therein,  and  reply,  in  substance  as  follows  (for  convenience  of  state 
ment  the  numbered  paragraphs  of  your  letter  will  be  taken  in  order) : 

1.  It  would  be  difficult   to  define   the  dividing  line  between    the 
responsibility  of  the  corps  commander  and  of  the  chief  of  artillery  of 
the  army  respecting  the  artillery  in  the  line  of  intrenchments.     When 
questions  arise  like  that  presented  reference  should  be  made  to  these 
headquarters.     In  the  present  case  the  especial  question  is  whether  the 
Reserve  Artillery  ammunition  of  the  pieces  in  the  redoubts  should  be 
placed  in  the  magazines  or  retained  in  the  wagons.     Wherever  the 
magazines  are  in   good  condition  it  should  be  kept  in  them,  every 
precaution  being  taken  to  have  it  properly  aired  and  cared  for. 

2.  An  engineer  oflicer  has  been    sent  to    carry  out  your  views  in 
reference  to  additional  works  on  the  plank  road,  and  to  complete  the 
defenses  in  that  quarter. 

3.  In   reference  to    erecting   an    advance   work  near  the  Gregory 
Chimneys  at  the  present  time,  as  it  would  entail  material  modifications 
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of  the  line  on  the  right  and  left,  the  commanding  general,  for  that  and 
other  considerations  connected  with  the  establishment  of  such  a  work, 
is  indisposed  to  direct  its  execution. 

4.  The  abatis  and  wire  entanglement  along  the  large  redan  and  on 
its  left  is  considered  to  be  a  very  effective  obstacle,  and  as  serious  an 
impediment  to  the  enemy  as  the  frise.  The  engineer  troops  are  very 
much  occupied,  and  until  there  is  less  pressure  for  their  services,  could 
not  be  very  well  spared  to  make  the  change  suggested. 

r>  and  C.  The  opinion  of  the  commanding  general,  of  myself,  and  of 
the  acting  chief  engineer.  Major  Michler,  was  originally  the  same  as 
yours,  that  batteries  on  the  highest  part  of  the  Williams  house  hill 
and  one  on  the  plank  road,  connected  by  as  short  a  line  as  the  ground 
would  admit,  was  the  proper  arrangement  for  that  locality;  but  upon 
an  examination  of  the  ground  in  detail,  the  chief  engineer  laid  out  the 
batteries  as  they  are  now  erected,  and  I  think  judiciously.  They  are 
so  arranged  as  to  require  but  little  supporting  infantry,  and  can 
nearly  hold  the  ground  by  themselves.  They  were  intended,  however, 
as  temporary  works,  to  be  superseded  by  redoubts  with  high  reliefs — 
one  on  the  highest  part  of  the  AVilliams  house  hill,  the  other  on  the 
plank  road;  the  former  is  already  in  progress. 

(>  and  7.  Directions  have  been  already  given  for  numbering  the  bat 
teries  and  lettering  the  redoubts,  and  for  attixing  the  same  to  those 
works.  In  addition  to  the  letters,  the  redoubts  will  be  named. 
Sketches  exhibiting  the  works,  with  descriptive  lists  stating  armament 
and  garrison,  as  you  suggest,  will  be  distributed  to  corps  commanders. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  the  chief  engineer  frequently  represented 
the  desirableness  of  numbering  the  works,  but  they  were  not  deemed 
in  proper  condition  for  it  until  the  second  line  was  ready  for  occupation. 

7.  The  engineer  troops  will  close  the  gorge  of  Fort  Alexander  Hays, 
as  suggested. 

The  foregoing  comprises,  I  think,  the  disposition  made  by  the  com 
manding  general  of  the  several  subjects  of  your  communication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  yesterday  I  have  the  honor 
to  forward  the  following  list  of  names  for  the  inclosed  works  on  my 
line :  Fort  Sedgwick — the  fort  now  known  as  Fort  Hell.  Fort  Alexander 
Hays — the  fort  at  the  Strong  house.  Fort  McKeen — the  fort  now  known 
as  Fort  Crawford;  that  is  the  large  square  redoubt  on  the  plank  road. 
Fort  Haskell — the  fort  on  the  Norfolk  road,  near  the  Spicer  house. 
Fort  Patrick  Kelly — the  redoubt  near  the  Norfolk  railroad,  on  the  front 
line,  near  the  present  front  of  General  Mott's  division.  Fort  Blaisdell — 
the  one  near  the  Chieves  house. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864—8  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  IlrNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  observed  or  reported  in  the 
enemy's  lines  during  the  last  twenty-tour  hours.  Picket-tiring  constant. 
It  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  posted  in  a 
barn  to  our  left  were  annoying,  a  tew  shots  were  directed  on  that  point 
from  Ricketts'  battery,  with  the  effect  of  driving  them  out.  Several 
shots  were  also  exchanged  with  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Capt.  W.   P.  Wilson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Second  Corps.) 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.]  HDQRS.  ARTY.  BRIG.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

As  a  movement  of  the  enemy  is  expected,  the  commanding  officers  of 
batteries  on  the  line  will  use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  be  prepared  for 
any  emergency  requiring  the  line  to  be  held  by  the  inclosed  works 
only. 

SPECIAL  ORDERS.] 

As  a  movement  of  the  enemy  is  expected  the  batteries  in  reserve  will 
be  ready  to  move  at  short  notice,  but  will  not  hitch  and  harness  until 
further  orders. 

By  command  of  Capt.  F,  M.  Edgell : 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864. 
Lieut.  J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps : 
LIEUTENANT:  I  would  most  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  commanding  the  division  to  the  dangerous  position  of  the  last 
ten  posts  on  the  right  of  my  picket-line.  The  sharpshooters  in  the  two 
forts  bring  the  fire  mostly  in  this  direction,  thus  preventing  our  men 
there  from  engaging  the  enemy  in  front  successfully,  rendering  these 
ten  posts  almost  useless,  and  endangering  the  lives  of  our  men,  who, 
on  this  part  of  the  line,  dare  not  raise  a  musket.  I  am  informed  that 
this  is  partly  owing  to  the  practice  that  some  of  the  sharpshooters 
allow  officers  and  men  not  properly  belonging  to  the  fort  to  lire  their 
pieces.  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  an  order  be  issued  to  prevent 
such  occurrences. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  MCALLISTER, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Neic  Jersey  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864. 
Brig.  Geu.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  or  important  tran 
spired  in  my  front  during  yesterday  or  last  night.  Details  numbering 
900  men  were  at  work  yesterday  on  the  defenses  and  roads  at  this  point. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  14,  1864 — 0.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

General  Butler  reports  the  enemy  holding  in  his  front  with  a  line  not 
stronger  than  his  pickets.  The  signal  officers  report  the  numbers  of  the 
enemy  in  the  intreuchments  this  side  of  the  plank  road  much  less  than 
usual.  General  Davies  has  been  instructed  to  send  two  strong  and 
efficient  regiments  of  cavalry  to  report  to  you  by  daylight  to-morrow 
morning.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  make  a  recon 
naissance  early  to-morrow  morning  toward  the  Boydton  plank  road  to 
ascertain  if  the  enemy  is  making  any  movement  around  our  left,  using 
a  strong  force  of  infantry  to  cover  and  support  your  cavalry. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  14,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  wishes  to  know  the  result  of  the  reconnais 
sance  to-morrow  at  the  earliest  time  practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  131.     ]  September  14,  1864. 

Information  has  been  received  that  the  enemy  is  passing  around  to 
our  left.     Division  commanders  and  the  commander  of  the  Artillery 
Brigade  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness,  prepared  to  move  at  4 
a.  m.  to-morrow. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864—10  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding  Third  Division : 

GENERAL:  The  major-goneral  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  entire  division  ready  to  move  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow.     Brigadier- 
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General  Baxter's  brigade  is  detailed  to  make  a  reconnaissance  to-mor 
row,  and  lie  will  report  with  it  at  these  headquarters  at  4  o'clock  to 
morrow  morning'. 
By  command  of  Major -General  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDERS.]      HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864—10.20  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Bragg  and  Colonel  Hofmann  will  have  their  com 
mands  in  readiness  to  move  at  4  a.  in.  tomorrow.     The  men  will  be 
awakened  without  sound  of  bugle  or  drum  at  2.30  a.  in.  and  breakfast. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864 — 10.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  BAXTER: 

The  general  commanding  directs  that  your  men  be  awakened  at  2  a. 
m.  to-morrow  without  sound  of  bugle  or  drum.  Tents  need  not  be 
struck. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crawford: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION, 

September  14,  1864—11.45  p.  m. 
General  BRAGG: 

As  your  brigades  are  intended  as  a  support  to  General  Baxter's  bri 
gade,  which  goes  on  a  reconnaissance  to-morrow  morning,  the  general 
commanding  says  that  you  need  not  disturb  your  men  as  early  as  pre 
viously  indicated,  but  let  them  get  all  the  sleep  they  can  and  be  in 
readiness  to  move  soon  after  daylight. 

GEO.  MONTE1TH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Ilofmaun.) 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last 
twenty- four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


826  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1-1,  1864 — 10.15  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff': 

Dispatch  of  9.30  received.*     Shall  I  designate  the  garrisons  and  anna- 
ineut  lor  the  works  in  my  front  or  will  they  be  designated  by  yon? 

JNO.  'G.  PAEKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

September  11,  1801 — 10.30  p.  m.     (Received  11  p.  m.) 
Major-General  PARKE,  Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  wishes  to  know  what  was  the  result  of  your 
examination  yesterday  in  reference  to  throwing  forward  your  pickets, 
and  whether  yon  cannot  throw  forward  the  right  of  your  picket  line 
and  get  rid  of  the  sharp  bend  to  the  rear  of  the  picket-line  of  the  Sec 
ond  Corps.  Your  dispatch  about  garrisons  and  armament  received. 
Please  designate  them  until  otherwise  directed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  right  of  my  picket-line  was  thrown  forward  yesterday  to  con 
nect  with  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps  and  preserves  about  the  same 
relative  position  with  the  main  line  on  my  right  as  does  the  left  of  the 
Second  Corps  line.  The  whole  line  can  be  still  farther  advanced  and 
get  rid  of  the  re  entering  angle,  but  being  in  the  woods  is  somewhat 
objectionable.  1  will  direct  a  further  examination  to  be  made  in  the 
morning,  and,  if  not  otherwise  ordered,  will  advance  my  right  to  con 
form  with  the  Second  Army  Corps. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  BlicWx  Station,  Va.,  September  11,  1864. 

Hereafter  the  troops  occupying  the  trenches  will  be  turned  out  at 
4.30  a.  m.  instead  of  4  a.  m.,  and  will  remain  under  arms  until  5.30 
a.  m.  instead  of  5  a.  in. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assista  nt  A  dju  tan  t-  Gen  era  I. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  71.  J  September  11,  1864. 

I.  Col.  N.  B.  McLaughlen,  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
having  reported  for  duty  at  these  headquarters,  is  hereby  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  relieving  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Barnes, 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hart  ran  ft: 

JNO.  I).  BERTOLETTE, 
Aftxisiant  A  <lju  tan  t-  General. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Hancock,  p.  821. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near   Weld  on  Railroad,  Va.,  September  14,  1864. 
Capt.  JOHN  C.  YOUNGMAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Ninth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  I  have  the  honor 
to  recommend  the  following'  names  tor  works  on  my  front:  For  the 
redoubt  occupied  by  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  Redoubt  Pear 
son,  in  memory  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  II.   Pearson,  Sixth  New  Hamp 
shire  Volunteers,  killed  May  20  at  North  Anna  River.     For  the  battery 
occupied  by  Nineteenth  New  York  Battery,  Battery  Howard,  in  mem 
ory    of    Lieut.    Col.   Henry    Howard,   Second    Maryland   Volunteers, 
killed  -Inly  30,  in  the;  assault  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Va. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

14.  B.  POTTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  If,  1864 — 2 p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  picket- 
line.  Parties  sent  out  from  General  Kautz's  line  to  ambush  the  enemy's 
scouting"  parties  succeeded  in  killing  2  and  wounding  1.  Active  scout 
ing  against  the  guerrillas  is  kept  up. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  14,  1804 — 9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  two  strong  and 
efficient  regiments  of  cavalry  to  report  to  Major-General  Warren  by 
daylight  to-morrow  morning  for  immediate  service. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  14,  18C>4. 
Capt.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  the  line  picketed  by  this 
brigade.     Citizens  report  that  scouting  parties  occasionally  comedown 
the  plank  road  within  view  of  our  pickets,  then  return.    The  enemy 
have  no  picket  within  one  mile  of  our  front  on  the  plank  road  to-day. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864. 
Col.  CHARLES  H.  SMITH, 

Comdg.  /Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  : 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  detail  two 
strong  and  efficient  regiments  from  your  command  (in  command  of  a 
colonel  or  lieutenant-colonel)  to  report  to  General  Warren  at  day 
light  to-morrow  (l.">th  instant).  This  command  will  take  two  days' 
rations  of  subsistence  and  one  day's  forage,  and  will  leave  here  at  3 
a.  m. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

II.  C.  WEIR, 
Assist  a  nt  Adjuta  n  t-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  14,  18(14. 

Brigade  commanders  and  battery  commanders  will  have  their  re 
spective  commands  saddled,  harnessed,  and  hitched  up  at  daylight 
to-morrow  (the  loth  instant).  This  order  not  to  affect  your  previous 
order. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg: 

II.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


ORDNANCE  OFFICE, 

Fort  Monroe  Arsenal.  Va,.  September  14,  1864. 
Col.  II.  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery,  Broadway  Landing,  Va.  : 
SIR:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant  with  regard  to  13-inch  mortar  fuses.  In  reply  I  would  state 
that  the  fuses  referred  to  were  recently  received  here  from  the  North, 
and  that  those  of  the  same  lot  which  I  have  examined  since  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  appeared  to  be  perfectly  good.  If  you  will  return  me 
some  of  those  which  were  filled  with  sawdust  or  otherwise  defective  I 
will  have  the  matter  fully  investigated.  In  some  cases  I  find  the  prim 
ing  in  the  top  of  the  fuse  is  separated  from  the  case,  and  if  this  should 
happen  to  fall  out  the  fuse  would  not  be  likely  to  ignite;  but  by  leav 
ing  the  paper  cap  on  the  fuse  and  cutting  a  small  hole  in  it  the  priming 
will  be  kept  in  its  place  and  there  should  be  no  difficulty  with  the 
ignition  of  the  fuse. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EDSON, 
Captain  of  Ordnance.  Commanding. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  14,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  from  a 
new  battery  to-day,  making  a  few  good  shots  at  the  canal.  Fired  at 
them  slowly  with  the  three  8-inch  mortars,  the  10-pounder  Parrott,  tho 
10-inch  sea-coast  mortar,  and  the  100  pounder  Parrott,  causing  them 
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to  cease  firing  soon  after  dinner.     The  Howlett  house  opened  a  new 
battery,  doing  but  little  execution  and  making  a  great  deal  of  noise. 
Everything   seems  to  be  favorable    so    far.     There  were  but  4  men 
killed  and  2  wounded  to-day  at  the  Gap  (darkies). 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  14,  1864.     (Received  9.30  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

Nothing  of  special  interest  on  my  line.  The  picket-firing,  owing  to 
late  movement  of  the  Second  Corps,  has  become  incessant,  and  my  casu 
alties  were  quite  large.  I  will  try  and  stop  it  to-day. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  11,  1864.     (Received  11  a.  in.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  firing  on  my  part  is  an  effort  by  concentration  for  an  hour  to 
stop  the  incessant  picket  and  artillery  fire  that  the  enemy  have  kept 
up  during  yesterday  and  last  night. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  14,  1864 — 11.10  a.  m.     (Received  11.15  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  make  a  special  report  of  the 
result  of  your  effort  to  stop  the  enemy's  fire,  and  requests  that  in  future 
before  opening  such  a  heavy  artillery  tire  you  will  report  the  matter  to 
these  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  14,  1864.     (Received  1.40  [12.40J  p.  m.) 

General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  concentration  of  the  fire  of  my 
batteries  for  an  hour  on  the  enemy  has  completely  silenced  their  bat 
teries  and  also  the  incessant  musketry  kept  up  on  my  line.  Several  of 
my  heavy  batteries  opened  on  the  town.  Hereafter  will  report,  as  you 
direct,  the  opening  of  artillery. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


830  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIT. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC.' 
September  14,  186-1 — 12 '.45  p.  m.     (Received  1  p.  in.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  your  dispatch,  just  received,  stating 
result  of  your  artillery  tire,  leads  me  to  think  that  the  language  of  my 
previous  dispatch  was  not  sufticiently  explicit.  The  intention  of  the  com 
manding  general  was  that  before  opening  such  heavy  tire,  under  the 
circumstances  stated,  his  sanction  should  be  obtained. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  14,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  JACKSON, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Tenth  Army  Corps : 

COLONEL:  .The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  from  10  to  11 
o'clock  this  morning  every  gun  and  mortar  bearing  on  the  enemy  wrill 
be  opened.  Those  that  can  reach  the  town  will  concentrate  on  the 
middle  steeple.  The  tiring  will  be  with  precision  and  deliberation,  each 
battery  concentrating  its  tire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 
Assistan  t  A  djutant-  Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  11,  1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  il.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  this  morning. 
Ninety-eight  rounds  were  tired  at  the  enemy's  working  parties  and  at 
the  battery  which  tired  at  the  locomotive.  Private  William  II.  Shaver, 
of  Company  II,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  Avas  severely  wounded  in  the 
head. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  II.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Asst.  Inspector-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  93.  \  Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  14,  1864. 

I.  Col.  William  B.  Barton,  Forty- eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  com 
manding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps,  having 
been  detached  on  other  duties,  is  hereby  relieved  from  command  of  the 
Second  Brigade. 

II.  Col.  G.  Pennypacker,  Ninety  seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
will  assume  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second   Division,  Tenth 
Army  Corps,  during  the  temporary  absence  of  Col.  William  B.  Barton. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster: 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  94.  }   •  City.  Point,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 

******* 
2.  Capt.  II.  C.  Robinett,  aide-de-camp  U.  S.  Army,  is  hereby  assigned 
to  duty  ou  the  staff  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Grant: 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  15,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

(Or  if  General  Grant  has  left  in  cipher  to  Fortress  Monroe.) 
I  send  a  dispatch*  received  from  Warren.  General  Warren  has  been 
ordered  to  withdraw  his  command  as  soon  as  all  the  information  is 
obtained  that  is  practicable.  I  judge  from  the  reports  that  Gregg's 
recent  movement,  about  the  1st  instant,  showed  the  enemy  the  necessity 
of  holding  Poplar  Grove  Church  with  some  force  to  be  notified  of  any 
advance  on  our  part,  and  that  Warren  has  met  there  this  force.  The 
fact  that  he  found  the  roads  obstructed  and  of  his  not  being  imme 
diately  driven  back  are  evidences  to  me  that  the  enemy  are  not  in  great 
force  at  that  point  and  did  not  contemplate  immediate  offensive  move 
ments.  If  he  has  any  such  intention  he  will  doubtless  mask  his 
movements  by  holding  all  such  points  of  approach  as  Poplar  Grove 
Church,  Reams',  &c.,  in  such  force  as  to  compel  a  battle  for  us  to  find 
out  what  he  is  about. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  15,  1864. 
Major- General  MEADE  : 

Lieutenant-General  Grant  directs  me  to  say  that  the  reconnaissance 
of  this  morning  is  satisfactory  and  the  troops  can  now  be  withdrawn. 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


ARTILLERY  HEADQUARTERS,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  yesterday's  date,  calling  my  attention  to  the  large  detail  from  the 
First  (dismounted)  Delaware  Cavalry  for  the  portion  of  the  Artillery 
Brigade,  Sixth  Corps,  now  with  this  army.  The  detail  was  made  at  the 
time  the  corps  was  ordered  to  Washington  and  to  serve  with  the  whole 
brigade.  It  was  made  by  General  Wright  without  my  knowledge. 

*  See  Warren  to  Humphreys,  9.30  a.  m.,  p.  840. 
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When  the  corps  left  City  Point  ho  took  but  six  batteries  with  him, 
leaving  the  other  six  with  the  artillery  trains  and  this  detachment, 
awaiting  his  orders  to  join  the  corps.  As  soon  as  the  matter  was 
brought  to  my  notice,  I  recommended  that  the  whole  detachment  should 
be  sent  to  rejoin  its  regiment,  the  men  actually  serving  with  batteries 
as  cannoneers  only  to  be  retained:  and  I  subsequently  recommended 
that  these  men  be  replaced  by  a  detail  from  the  Fourth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery.  This  was  done,  and  the  whole  cavalry  detachment 
has  left  to  join  its  regiment.  The  trains  have  been  ordered  to  the  artil 
lery  park,  that  it  may  be  under  the  charge  of  its  guard.  The  toot  artil 
lery  troops,  assigned  by  the  lieutenant-general  for  service  with  the 
artillery  of  this  army,  were  asked  for  by  me  in  order  that  the  guard, 
working,  and  other  details  for  the  artillery  might  be  made  from  them, 
and  so  prevent  the  irregularities  brought  to  my  notice.  These  troops 
have  been  withdrawn  from  their  duties  and  assigned  to  divisions  of 
infantry  by  the  corps  commanders,  wrho  have  taken  the  whole  matter 
into  their  own  hands,  and  add  to  or  withdraw  from  the  details  made  for 
the  artillery  without  any  reference  to  me  whatever.  As  it  is  manifest 
that  the  infantry  needs  every  man  with  a  musket,  I  have  made  no  objec 
tion  to  the  dispositions  that  corps  commanders  have  felt  called  upon  to 
make,  but  it  is  not  in  my  power,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  cor 
rect  the  evil  if  they  make  excessive  details.  I  will,  however,  call  the 
attention  of  the  respective  chiefs  of  artillery  to  the  necessity  of  reduc 
ing  to  a  minimum  the  number  of  men  not  belonging  to  batteries  who 
are  on  duty  with  their  respective  brigades. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSIIAL-(!ENERAL. 

City  Point,   Yu.,  September  15,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  I  have  a  report  from  Captain  McEntce,  dated  day  before 
yesterday,  at  Washington.  Scouts  had  returned  that  morning  from 
Caimnack's  and  Silver's.  The  news  they  bring  amounts  to  the  absence 
of  all  movements  through  Orange  Court-House  toward  or  from  the 
Valley.  Cammack  reports  that  a  neighbor  of  his  lately  received  letters 
from  friends  in  the  Ninth,  and  Thirtieth  Virginia  Regiments,  now 
in  Georgia.  These  regiments  are  both  in  Piekett's  division,  and  were 
a  very  few  days  ago  in  our  front.  The  Thirtieth  Virginia  was  raised  in 
and  about  Fredericksburg,  and  the  mail-carrier  at  Fredericksburg  re 
ported  the  Thirtieth  as  being  at  present  near  Petersburg.  I  presume 
the  mistake  will  be  found  to  be  in  the  number  of  the  regiment.  The 
Thirtieth  Virginia  is  understood  at  Fredericksburg  to  be  reduced  to  less 
than  a  company.  Cars  are  running  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  three  times  a  week  as  far  as  Culpeper  Court-House.  The 
Fredericksburg  railroad  is  expected  to  be  in  running  order  to  Hamil 
ton's  Crossing  in  three  or  four  days.  The  bridge  over  the  South  Anna 
is  repaired,  and  that  over  the  North  Anna  will  be  shortly  completed. 
Some  people  about  Fredericksburg  report  that  railroad  to  have  been 
repaired  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  a  heavier  movement  north- 
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wardly.  It  will  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  rebels  have  always 
drawn  large  quan titles  of  supplies  every  fall  from  the  counties  embraced 
in  the  northern  neck  of  Virginia.  Welford's  Furnace,  in  Spotsylvania 
County,  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is  again  in  full  blast.  I  have  men  this 
morning  from  over  the  river  who  met  an  agent  last  night  returned  from 
Richmond.  There  is  no  change  in  the  information,  and  no  movements 
of  troops  to  be  reported.  Nothing  is  known  in  Richmond  outside  of 
official  circles  of  the  position  of  Early.  A  neighbor  of  our  a.gent,  who 
resides  wi  Charles  City  County,  came  on  Tucsdayfrom  Petersburg.  He 
reports  that  while  there  several  of  the  heaviest  guns  were  being  moved 
from  their  positions.  No  facts  were  obtainable  showing  whether  it  was 
a  mere  change  in  position,  or  whether  they  were  to  be  sent  elsewhere. 
I  desire  to  add,  as  a  matter  of  personal  explanation,  that  the  scouts  who 
go  from  the  neighborhood  of  Orange  Court-House  and  Fredericksburg 
to  Washington,  report,  by  order,  to  General  Grant's  assistant  adjutant- 
general  at  Washington,  and  their  reports  are  thence  forwarded  to  Gen 
eral  Grant  direct.  I  have  in  a  few  cases  received  copies  of  them,  and 
have  then  always  forwarded  them  to  General  Humphreys  without  delay. 
The  men  are  mainly  the  citizens  who  used  to  be  in  our  employ  in  that 
direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  15,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  Sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  Mahone's 
old  brigade,  Mahoiie's  division,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps,  General  Mott's  division,  about  8  p.  in.  yesterday.  He  brings  no 
information.  No  changes  in  position  as  far  as  informant  knew.  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps  still  in  line  in  the  trenches  occupying  the  same  position, 
viz,  Heth's  division  on  the  left,  Mahoiie's  center,  and  Wilcox's  on  the 
right.  Informant  is  not  intelligent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  15,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Two  prisoners  of  war  have  just  been  forwarded  from  the 
Second  Corps.  They  belong  to  the  Washington  Artillery,  and  are 
attached  to  Mahone's  division.  They  came  out  to  look  for  stray  horses 
and  strolled  into  our  pickets.  They  are  both  intelligent  men,  and  do 
not  seem  anxious  to  return,  though  their  mind  is  not  fully  made  up  on 
the  point.  They  say  that  no  movements  have  taken  place  of  late,  and 
the  position  of  their  army  remains  unchanged.  Their  battery  is  posted 
53  E,  n — VOL  XLII;  PT  -  H  r  —  -  -  **  -rrV 


V 


834  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

between  the  brigades  of  Weisiger  and  Sanders,  of  Mahone's  division, 
and  is  nearly  1,000  yards  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  west. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  15,  186-1 — 'J  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  15,  186-1—9.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet  this  a.  m. 

H.  W.  IIOLMAX, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

(September  15,  1861. 
Major  FISHER: 

Two  regiments  of  infantry  passed  open  space  near  lead  mine,  mov 
ing  toward  Petersburg.  One  regiment  of  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  to 
our  left  of  lead  mine. 

HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1861 — 11.15  a,  m. 
Brigadier-General  BAXTER: 

The  following  dispatch  is  sent  for  your  information: 

HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  15,  1S64 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

At  9  a.  in.  the  enemy's  picket-line  on  left  of  railroad  was  re-enforced  by  two  regi 
ments  of  infantry  from  the  works  along  the  Boydtou  plank  road.  At  9.30  a.  in.  a 
four-gun  battery  passed  a  point  near  the  junction  of  the  Squirrel  Level  road  with 
the  Boydton  plank  road,  going  toward  our  loft.  An  unusual  cloud  of  dust  rising 
for  the  last  hour  on  the  Boydton  plank,  half  a  mile  left  of  lead-works  and  appar 
ently  moving  toward  the  left,  indicates  a  movement  of  troops  or  trains  in  that 
direction.  Yesterday  and  to-day  the  enemy  has  been  engaged  on  a  new  and  strong 
breast-work  about  a  hundred  yards  m  front  of  their  former  works,  half  a  mile  lelt 
of  lead-works. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Copy  to  General  Humphreys.) 

i 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

-Chief  of  Staff: 
I  send  the  following,  just  received: 

HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION — 2.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjntant-dcncral : 

About  a  squadron  pf  cavalry,  followed  by  four  largo  regiments  of  infantry  well 
closed  up  and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  have  just  passed  a  point  on  what  I  suppose 
to  l)e  tin;  Boydton  plank  road  half  a  mile  west  of  lead-works,  moving  toward  our 
left.  The  infantry  was  moving  at  a  double-quick. 

CHARLES  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 
Following  just  received : 

HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION — 2.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE  : 

Six  more  pieces  of  artillery  and  ten  regiments  of  infantry,  counted  by  their  colors, 
have  passed  the  .same  point  indicated  in  my  last  report,  and  the  men  in  the  first  Hue 
of  works  that  I  see  from  here  along  the  Boydtou  plank  road  have  struck  their  tentos 
and  are  preparing  to  move. 

CHARLES  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  Signal  Officer. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  15,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  column  of  infantry  has  just  passed  westward  on  road  leading  from 
large  fort;  were  eighteen  minutes  in  passing.  They  first  appeared  on 
road  in  vicinity  of  lead- works  and  rear  of  Weldon  railroad. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  15,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet  along  the  enemy's  lines  in  view.  About  500  rebel  infantry 
passed  to  our  left  along  road  to  our  right  of  Petersburg  at  1.30  p.  m. 
Their  equipments,  &c.,  could  not  be  discerned  by  reason  of  a  smoky 
atmosphere. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  15,  1861 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following-  has  been  intercepted: 

*.30    A.   M. 

Colonel  Bf  KENT]  : 

Six  pieces  of  artillery  passed  open  space  drilling  in  the  rear  of  Buttery  5. 

.1.  A.   S.. 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

It. 15  A.  M. 
Two  gnu-boats  olf  Point  of  Rocks;  one  steamer  in  the  river. 

.1.  A.   S.. 

At  C. 

II.  \V.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  15,  186-1 — (J  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

The  following  has  just  been  intercepted: 
Colonel  B[KI:NT]  : 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  drilling  in  open  space.     Two  gun-boats  above  pontoon. 

,J.  A.   Si., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

II .  \V.  I1OLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  l.j,  1SG4 — G'.oO  p.  in. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Sif/nal  Officer: 

There  is  again  considerable  dust  west  of  the  city  this  p.  m.,  but  I  can 
make  nothing  of  it;  moves  south.  Have  seen  no  unusual  move  to-day. 
The  working  parties  on  new  works  are  about  the  same  as  yesterday. 

A.  C.  JOED  AN. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  15,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  plank  road  station  is  re 
spectfully  forwarded : 

6.30  P.  M. 

After  sundown  a  body  of  troops  were  seen  in  edge  of  woods  left  of  lead-works,  and 
for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  a  cloud  of  dust  was  visible  in  rear  of  Petersburg  and 
extending  to  the  fort  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad. 

Just  in  rear  of  this  fort  the  Squirrel  Level  road  disappears  in  the 
woods.  During  the  afternoon  about  500  infantry  caine  into  Peters 
burg  from  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  30.  f  September  15,  1864. 

The  major-general  commanding,  having  been  furnished  with  the 
following  communication,  publishes  the  same  to  this  army  for  the 
information  and  guidance  of  all  concerned,  and  so  much  of  General 
Orders,  No.  78,  of  August  20,  18G3,  from  these  headquarters,  as  author 
izes  officers  to  procure  supplies  through  the  medium  of  agents  or 
purveyors  upon  permits  signed  by  a  general  officer  and  approved  by 
the  provost-marshal-general,  will  hereafter  be  held  to  exclude  all  kinds 
of  spirituous,  vinous,  and  malt  liquors.  The  provost-marshal-general 
of  this  army  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  ov  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,  l\t.,  September  S,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  R.  PATRICK, 

ProiWftt-AIarxhal-Genci'al,  Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  City  Point,  Ta.: 
GENERAL:  The  attention  of  Lieutenaut-General  Grant  having  been  called  to  the 
large  quantities  of  liquors  being  brought  within  the  lines  of  the  armies  operating 
against  Richmond,  he  directs  that  from  and  after  this  date  you  prohibit  all  kinds  of 
spirituous,   vinous,  or  malt  liquors  from  being  brought  above  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 
except  such  as  belong  to  the  commissary  or  medical  departments. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

T.  S.  BOWERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  186-L 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Anxiatant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  this  a.  in.  I  have  the  honorto 
add  to  the  list  of  names  for  forts,  which  have  already  been  forwarded 
to  you,  the  following  names  of  highly  distinguished  oilicers,  colonels, 
and  lieutenant-colonels  of  this  corps  who  have  been  killed  during  the 
present  campaign: 

First  Division — Col.  R.  Byrnes,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts,  Cold 
Harbor,  June  3, 1804 ;  Col.  L.  O.  Morris,  Seventh  New  York  Heavy  Artil 
lery,  Cold  Harbor,  June  4, 1804;  Col.O.  II.  Morris,  Sixty-sixth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1804;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  Chapman, 
Fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Wilderness,  May  0,  1804;  Lieut. 
Col.  I).  L.  Strieker,  Second  Delaware  Infantry,  Spotsylvania,  May  12, 
1804. 

Second  Division — Col.  James  P.  McMahon,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
fourth  New  York,  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1804;  Col.  P.  A.  Porter,  Eighth 
[New  Y"ork]  Heavy  Artillery,  Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  1804;  Lieut.  Col. 
H.  L.  Abbott,  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Wilderness,  May 
0,  1804. 

Third  Division — Col.  C.  A.  Craig,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsyl 
vania,  Deep  Bottom,  August  10, 1804;  Col.  Daniel  Chaplin,  First  Maine 
Heavy  Artillery,  Dee])  Bottom,  August  17, 1864;  Lieut.  Col.  George  W. 
Meikel,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Petersburg,  September  10, 1804; 
Lieut.  Col.  Waldo  Merriam,  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
Spotsylvania,  May  12,  1864. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTEKS  SECOND  COUPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  There  have  been  no  changes  in  my  line  during  the  last 
twenty-four  hours.  Yesterday,  about  5  p.  m.,  the  enemy  shelled  train 
on  the  railroad  near  these  headquarters.  One  of  our  batteries  replied. 
The  wagons  of  the  Fifth  Corps  train  are  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  bat 
teries.  I  think  that  train  should  be  moved  behind  the  woods  to  the 
right  of  my  headquarters.  It  would  [then]  be  close  to  the  depot  as 
near  as  now,  and  would  not,  as  at  present,  be  the  means  of  drawing  the 
enemy's  fire  upon  my  reserve  troops.  I  would  have  placed  my  own 
train  where  the  wagons  of  the  Fifth  Corps  now  are  but  for  the  reasons 
urged  against  the  Fifth  Corps  train  remaining  where  it  is. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Second  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1S6L     (Received  3.10  p.  m.) 
General  WILLIAMS  : 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  signal  officer: 

Two  bodies  of  infantry  moved  from  the  works  near  largo  fort  at  Weldon  railroad 
and  disappeared  on  roud  running  west;  they  numbered  near  3,000  in  all. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- Genet  al. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 6'  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac:- 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  observed  in  the 
enemy's  lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  The  enemy  were 
reported  yesterday  marching  a  body  of  troops  near  the  lead-works, 
but  they  could  not  be  seen  from  the  batteries.  About  5  p.  in.  the 
enemy  threw  a  few  shells  over  our  lines,  which  fell  near  the  headquar 
ters  of  General  Miles.  Our  batteries  replied  promptly  and  the  firing' 
soon  ceased.  But  little  picket-tiring  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain*  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARTY.  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CORPS, 

No.  o3.  )  September  15,  1864. 

******* 

II.  Burton's  (Eleventh  New  York)  battery  will  relieve  Eicketts'  bat 
tery  (F),  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  in  the  work  near  the  plank  road 
to-night  after  dark.     Captain  Ilicketts,  when  relieved,  will  move  his  bat 
tery  into  the  work  now  occupied  by  Captain  Burton. 

III.  It  having  been  reported  that  the  enemy  are  moving  in  force 
down  the  Weldon  railroad,  the  following  assignment  of  batteries  to 
divisions  is  made  in  anticipation  of  a  movement  of  our  troops:  To  First 
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Division,  Heeler's  (K),  Fourth  United  States;  Edgell's,  First  New 
Hampshire;  to  Second  Division,  Beck's  (0  and  I),  Fifth  United  States; 
Ames'  (G),  First  New  York. 

The  commanders  of  the  above-named  batteries  will  report  in  person 
to  their  respective  division  commanders  at  once,  stating  their  loca 
tion. 
By  command  of  Capt.  F.  M.  Edgell: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  SECOND  ARMY  COEPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
Lieut.  J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Division,  Second  Army  Corps: 
LIEUTENANT:  The  iiriug  last  evening  and  night  had  to  be  increased 
on  account  of  the  increased  tiring  of  the  enemy  and  a  report  that  they 
were  attempting  to  advance  on  my  right.  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  general  commanding  to  the  fact  that  the  connection  is  not  good 
between  the  Third  and  First  Brigades,  owing  to  the  First  Brigade 
rifle-pits  on  the  left  being  considerably  in  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
and  unless  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade  keep  up  a  constant  tire  there 
is  danger  of  the  rebels  pouncing  on  our  right  flank.  I  have  ordered 
less  tiring  on  our  line,  but  when  we  slack  the  enemy  increase  theirs.  It 
is  impossible  to  save  ammunition  as  we  would  wish;  if  we  do,  it  is  at 
the  risk  of  losing  our  works  on  the  right,  especially  at  night,  as  it  is 
exposed  to  a  flank  tire.  1  will,  however,  do  as  you  direct  in  the  matter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  MCALLISTER, 

Colonel  Eleventh  New  Jersey   Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Baxter's  brigade,  with  the  cavalry,  started  out  a  little  past  4 
o'clock  this  morning  and  met  some  of  the  enemy  on  the  Vaughan  road 
southwest  from  here  and  on  the  road  running  west.  Some  skirmishing 
has  been  going  on  for  the  last  hour,  but  no  report  has  yet  been  received 
of  what  force  the  enemy  has. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

(Transmitted  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  at  7.45  a.  m.) 


HEADQUAIIXERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  has  just  sent  in  to  say  that 
they  have  met-a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  on  both  roads.  He 
states  they  have  both  cavalry  and  infantry.  No  report  has  yet  been 
received  from  General  Baxter. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

(Transmitted  to  Lieutenant  General  Grant  at  8.40  a.  m.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — .9  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  send  the  following',  just  received: 

7.45  A.  M. 
General  WARREN: 

We  are  at  the  cross-roads,  jnst  beyond  the  church.  The  enemy  have  a  line  of 
infantry  stretching  in  a  circle  around  the  Poplar  (irove  C'liurch  as  a  center,  radius 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  We  are  forming  line  of  battle  immediately  around  tho 
church.  The  cavalry  is  skirmishing  heavily  north  and  west  from  the  cross-roads :  the 
infantry  skirmishers  are  now  being  deployed  for  their  assistance.  The  western  road. 
out  which  the  cavalry  was  to  go,  is  also  guarded  by  the  rebel  infantry,  and  it  there 
fore  seems  doubtful  at  present  whether  the  cavalry  can  go  out  that  road.  Major 
Falls  has  gone  two  miles  down  the  Vaughan  road,  driving  a  small  cavalry  force 
before  him.  We  have  found  out  nothing  more  so  far.  Mrs.  Smith,  near  tho  church, 
knows  nothing.  The  roud  waa  barricaded  for  a  few  hundred  yards,  obstructing  our 
march  very  much. 

W.-A.  ROEBLING, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
(Copy  to  General  Griffin.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1~>,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  yesterday  or  during  tho  night.  The  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Sickel,  reported  last  night 
and  is  assigned  to  General  Grim'n.  One  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
recruits  arrived  yesterday,  eighty-one  for  Twentieth  Maine  and  forty- 
six  for  Thirty-second  Massachusetts. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  15,  1864— 9.30  a.  in.     (Received  D.40  a.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Command  in  f/  Fifth  Corps  : 

Your  several  dispatches  are  received.  Whenever  you  are  satisfied 
that  the  reconnaissance  has  obtained  all  the  information  that  can  be 
got  by  it  the  troops  can  be  withdrawn. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  force  I  sent  out  this  morning  was  Baxter's  brigade  of  infantry, 
about  1,400  strong,  and  added  the  liOO  cavalry  I  had  here  to  the  two 
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regiments.  They  all  got  off  at  4  a.  m.  The  infantry  have  reached  the 
point  (Poplar  Grove  Church)  at  which  I  directed  them  to  halt  and 
cover  the  roads  coining  in  and  let  the  cavalry  attempt  to  penetrate 
farther.  From  Major  Roebling's  dispatch  of  7.45  a.  m.  I  think  it  prob 
able  a  farther  advance  will  not  be  practicable,  and  they  will  then  need 
instructions  whether  to  stay  there  till  forced  back  or  withdraw.  I  do 
not  think  it  advisable  to  send  any  body  of  infantry  beyond  the  church. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARRED, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  15,  1864 — 9.50  a.  m.     (Received  0.55  a.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

Since  sending  you  my  dispatch  of  9.30  a.  m.  your  dispatch  of  0.30  a. 
m.  has  been  received.  The  object  of  the  reconnaissance  was  to  obtain 
information  of  the  supposed  movements  of  the  enemy.  Whenever  you 
are  satisfied  no  further  information  can  be  obtained  withdraw  the 
troops.  It  is  not  intended  or  wished  that  they  should  remain  out  until 
forced  back. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-Gcneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  15,  1S6-1 — 10.30  a.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  sent  out  word  to  General  F>axter  to  withdraw  as  soon  as  he  had 
accomplished  all  he  deemed  practicable  in  the  way  of  a  reconnaissance. 
The  officer  just  returned  from  the  Poplar  Spring  Church  says:  I  found 
General  Baxter  near  the  church,  from  which  point  he  had  sent  his 
advance  one  mile.  Had  not  found  the  enemy  in  force  nor  any  evidence 
of  the  passing  of  any  considerable  body  of  troops. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.    WARRED, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  15,  18(14 — 10.40  a.  m.     (Received  10.45  a.  m.) 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

The  wagons  of  the  Fifth  Corps  near  the  plank  road  are  in  sight  of 
the  enemy's  batteries  and  draw  their  lire  upon  the  reserve  troops  of  the 
Second  Corps.  There  is  woods  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Corps  head 
quarters,  behind  which  they  would  be  concealed  from  the  view  of  the 
enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1804 — 12.30  p.  m. 
-General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  recpnuoitering  party  has  returned.  Their  casualties  were  about 
a  dozen  killed  and  wounded.  They  found  the  enemy  occupying  an  old 
intrenched  line  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  about  one  mile  north  of 
Poplar  Spring  Church.  Our  cavalry  forced  the  enemy's  back  westward 
over  a  mile  beyond  the  church.  The  enemy  was  not  in  any  consider 
able  force  nor  could  a  knowledge  of  any  movement  of  troops  be  gained. 
A  brigade  of  cavalry  were  said  to  be  stationed  on  the  plank  road  south 
of  Hatcher's  Run.  Our  cavalry  on  the  Vaughan  road  pushed  back  the 
enemy's  for  a  considerable  distance  southwest.  A  patrol  I  sent  down 
the  railroad  found  theenemy's  vedettes  aboutonemile  south  of  our  own. 
On  the  whole,  I  consider  that  thereis  no  great  force  of  the  enemy  between 
me  and  the  Uoydton  plank  road,  and  the  report  of  the  signal  officer  of 
the  battery  moving  in  that  direction  and  the  dust  confirms  it  as  it  was 
probably  a  re-enforcement.  The  map  we  have  is  very  imperfect  and 
the  country  is  not  easy  to  operate  in  west  of  us.  I  will  send  up  the 
detailed  reports  and  sketch  this  evening. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-general. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
Kept-ember  15,  ISG-i— 12.30  p.  m.     (Received  12.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commnnfling  Fifth  Corps: 

Deserters  who  came  into  General  P>irney's  line  this  morning  state 
that  the  reserve  troops  moved  toward  the  Weldon  railroad  last  evening. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  1.5,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  think  these  movements  indicate  that  the  enemy  were  not  in  force 
here  and  that  they  are  preparing  for  any  demonstration  we  may  intend 
making.  Major  Roebling  says  from  our  advance  this  morning  the  long 
roll  could  be  heard  in  places  by  the  enemy.  1  think  1  am  fully  pre 
pared  for  anything  that  occurs  to-day,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
enemy  wrill  wait  our  attack  rather  than  attacking  us. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  186-i — 5  p.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

If  it  is  all  quiet,  shall  I  send  back  the  two  regiments  of  cavalry? 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  15,  186-1.     (Sent  0  p.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 
Yes;  send  back  the  cavalry. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  enemy's  infantry  came  this  afternoon  in  small  force  this  side  of 
the  Poplar  Spring  Church,  almost  to  the  Vuughan  road,  but  did  not 
drive  off  my  cavalry  at  the  fork  of  the  road.     They  lired  a  little  at  the 
cavalry  and  disappeared.    All  quiet. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1~>,  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  cavalry  picket,  on  the  fork  of  the  Vaughau  road  going'  to  Poplar 
Spring  Church,  sends  in  word  that  the  enemy's  infantry  were  seen 
moving  toward  Petersburg  lately  and  fired  a  few  shots  at  our  out 
posts. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  PENNSYLVANIA  VETERAN  CAV.  BATTALION, 

September  It,  1861 — 8.30  a.  in. 
[Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE,] 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  road  from  the 
forks  to  the  railroad.  I  have  had  a  brisk  skirmish  of  about  one  hour's 
duration,  in  which  I  had  two  men  wounded,  one  probably  mortally.  The 
enemy  is  in  considerable  force  on  my  right,  their  line  extending  down 
to  near  the  railroad  on  my  left,  where  1  connected  with  General  Gregg's 
cavalry. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  FALLS, 
Major,  Comdy.  First  Pennsylvania   Veteran  Cavalry  Battalion. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  PENNSYLVANIA  VET.  RESERVE  CAVALRY, 

September  15,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

SiR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  my  return  here  I  found 
my  picket  had  retaken  his  post,  and  now  holds  indisputable  possession 
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of  it.  The  enemy  are  not  supposed  to  be  in  force  in  this  vicinity,  hav 
ing  drawn  off  on  my  pickets  repossessing  their  post.  Everything  is 
apparently  quiet. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &<•., 

E.  J.  FALLS, 
Major,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  l~>,  1&G-L — -i.iO  p.  m. 
Major  FALLS, 

Commanding  First  Pennsylvania  Veteran   Cavalry: 
Information  has  been  received  from  the  signal  station  that  the  enemy 
are  moving  large  forces  to  our  left.     Keep  a  bright  lookout  in  all  direc 
tions,  and  send  in  word  if  anything  transpires.     Keep  your  command 
out  till  dark,  when  word  will  be  sent  you  when  to  withdraw. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and   Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SEPTEMBER  1/5,  18(54. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  pursuance  of  your 
order,  1  visited  General  Baxter.  [  found  him  near  a  church,  from 
which  point  he  informed  me  he  had  advanced  one  mile,  lie  had  not 
found  the  enemy  in  force,  nor  had  he  discovered  any  evidence  of  the 
passage  of  any  considerable  body  of  troops.  The  order  to  withdraw 
was  given  in  my  presence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  11.  IIIGBEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Eleventh  Infantry,  and  Acting  Aidc-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  J/7.  IM-i. 
General  WARREN: 

The  following  just  received: 

SIGNAL  STATION, 

Plank  Hand,  September  1~>,  1SG-1—4.4U  p.  m. 
Captain  TAYLOR: 

Cavalry  and  infantry  have  beon  passing,  boating  south  of  west.  Wagons  and 
ambulances  accompanied  the  movement.  Movement  commenced  at  3  o'clock,  but 
the  dust  prevented  seeing  everything  that  passed.  Cavalry  and  infantry  were  pass 
ing  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  but  owing  to  the  dust  oanuot  tell  in  what  propor 
tion.  Enemy  quite  active,  and  stragglers  still  passing. 

I.  THICKSTIJN. 
Captain  and  Siynul  Officer. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Xo.  221).  J  September  1~>,  ISM. 

***#*** 
IV.  The  Fourth  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  having  been  discon 
tinued,  Capt.  Charles  McClure,  commissary  of  subsistence,  late  Fourth. 
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Division,  is  relieved,  and  will  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  M.  E.  Morgan,  chief 
commissary  Armies  operating  against  Richmond,  in  compliance  with 
Special  Orders,  No.  93,  headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  of 
{September  14,  1864. 

V.  General  Baxter's  brigade  is  temporarily  detached  from  the  Third 
Division  and  is  assigned  to  garrison  the  two  forts,  which  will  be  done 
at  4.30  a.  in.  to-morrow.  One-half  of  the  command  will  be  placed  in 
each  of  the  forts,  and  General  Baxter  will  make  his  headquarters  for 
the  present  in  the  vicinity  of  corps  headquarters.  His  brigade  Avill 
furnish  all  the  details  to  complete  the  interior  of  the  works.  General 
Griffin  and  General  Ayres  are  relieved  from  furnishing  details  for  this 
purpose.  Any  infantry  now  within  the  forts  will  be  withdrawn  on  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  of  General  Baxter's  brigade.  The  artillery  now 
in  the  forts  will  remain  until  relieved  by  other  batteries. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR,  )  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  132.     f  September  15,  1864. 

Division  commanders  will  at  once  get  their  commands  under  arms 
and  in  line  prepared  for  an  attack  and  remain  so  until  dark.  The 
enemy  is  continually  moving  force  down  toward  our  left.  Colonel  Hof- 
mann's  brigade  will  at  once  move  into  position  on  the  breast-works 
east  of  the  railroad,  built  by  Colonel  Wheelock,  on  the  left  of  General 
Griffin.  Brigadier-General  Griffin  will  post  a  sufficient  force  in  the 
fort  to  defend  the  southeast  and  southwest  fronts.  The  horses  of  the 
batteries  will  all  be  harnessed  up. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
„  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
DIVISION  COMMANDERS: 

A  report  from  the  cavalry  has  just  been  received  that  the  enemy  is 
advancing  from  the  west.     It  is  not  known  in  what  strength. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 

The  above  is  communicated  for  the  information  of  brigade  command 
ers,  who  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Crawford : 

EDWAED  C.  BAIED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Sept-ember  15,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m.     (Received  7.40  p.  m.) 
General  GRIFFIN: 

I  have  detailed  the  garrisons  for  the  forts  from  Baxter's  brigade,  so 
that  you  and  General  Ayres  can  have  all  of  your  divisions  if  we  have 
to  move.  I  wish  you  would  move  your  troops  from  around  the  fort  so 
that  I  can  abatis  it  all  around.  You  can  move  these  troops  to  advan 
tage  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  into  the  breast-works  facing  southeast, 
where  [we]  should  need  men  if  the  enemy  makes  an  attack  from  the 
south. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

M  ajo  r- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  >  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  61.  l  September  15,  1864. 

******* 

4.  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  2l>9,  headquarters  Fifth 
Corps,  the  infantry  troops  of  this  division  now  occupying  the  forts  will 
be  relieved  by  General  Baxter's  brigade  at  4.30  a.  m.  to-morrow,  his 
brigade  having  been  temporarily  detached  from  the  Third  Division  for 
that  purpose. 

By  order  of  B'rigadier-General  Ayres: 

GEO.  L.  CHOISY, 
First  Lieutenant,  Aidc-de-Camp  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  15,  1864 — 'J.30  a.  m.     (Received  10  a.  m.) 

General  J.  G.  FARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  in  relation  to  the  names  to  be  given 'works  received. 
The  commanding  general  desires  to  have  you  report  the  names  of  such 
officers  of  your  command  who  have  fallen  during  the  present  campaign 
as  in  your  judgment  should  be  honored  in  the  manner  indicated, 
without  limiting  yourself  to  names  for  the  works  along  your  line.  The 
selection  of  names  for  all  the  works  will  be  made  here.  Have  you  any 
names  to  add  to  those  you  have  already  reported!  Flease  answer  by 
telegraph  as  soon  as  practicable. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  15,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m.     (Received  9.40  a.  m.) 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  thinks  that  the  working  parties  on 
the  redoubt  near  Williams'  house  and  on  the  road  might  be  continued  on 
those  works. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864 — 9.40  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Nothing  unusual  has  transpired  along  my  Hues  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 

ORDERS.]   HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  DTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  71,  headquarters  Ninth  Army 
Corps,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  this  brigade.  All  previ 
ous  orders  are  continued  in  force  till  modified. 

N.  B.  McLAUGHLEN, 
Colonel  Fifty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL,:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  picket- 
line  for  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  E.  DA  VIES,  JR., 
Brigadier- General  of  Fo/s.,  Comdg.  Second  Division  Cavalry. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
Capt.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 
All  quiet  along  the  picket-line  of  this  command  this  morning.    No 
disturbance  during  the  night. 

I  ain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
Capt.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

-  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  the  line  picketed  by  this 
command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  15,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  commenced 
filing  from  the  new  battery  about  the  middle  of  the  forenoon,  making 
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poor  practice  and  hurting  no  one.  They  ceased  shelling  about  '3  p.  m. 
Not  a  shot  has  been  tired  from  their  old  battery,  in  the  point  of  woods, 
since  day  before  yesterday.  Judge  that  they  found  it  too  warm  there. 
Men  continue  healthy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  II.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH   CORPS, 

September  15,  18(>1 — 9.10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

Yesterday  morning  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  heavily  along  my 
entire  front.  I  ordered  all  of  my  guns  to  reply  for  an  hour,  my  rifled 
guns  bearing  particularly  on  the  city.  The  tire  had  an  admirable  effect. 
My  command  is  at  work  the  length  of  line,  in  strengthening  line  and 
completing  redoubts.  No  new  movement  of  the  enemy  discovered  in 
my  front.  On  uiy  right  the  enemy  were  strengthening  the  abatis  in 
their  front. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Deserters  this  morning  report  that  the  reserve  troops  moved  toward 
Weldon  railroad  last  evening;  that  rebels  are  simply  countermining; 
that  the  artillery  tire  yesterday  was  very  effective;  that  1.00  mounted 
scouts,  being  picked  men  added  to  a  Louisiana  company  called  McOul- 
loch  Rangers,  are  and  have  been  for  some  time  in  vicinity  of  City 
Point,  keeping  concealed  in  swamps.  Tlie  man  giving  this  last  infor 
mation  seemed  intelligent  and  with  special  information. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  15,  186-1 — 12.30  p.  m.     (Received  12.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY,  Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  requests  that  deserters  who  come  into  your 
lines,  those  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  may  be  sent  to  the  provost-marshal- 
geueral  at  these  headquarters  for  examination. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  deserters  that  came  in  this  morning  have  been  sent  to  depart 
ment  headquarters.  In  a  conversation  with  General  Meade  he  requested 
me  to  continue  to  send  them  there.  I  will  hereafter  send  them  to  your 
headquarters. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General : 

Captain  Follett,  U.  S.  Artillery,  from  bis  lookout  reports  the  passage 
of  a  column  of  troops  from  Richmond  to  Petersburg.  It  was  an.  hour 
passing  a  given  point.  A  very  long  train  of  wagons  followed  it. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  called  for  by  your 
letter  of  instructions  of  yesterday : 

Firing  was  commenced  at  10  a.  in.  yesterday  and  lasted  until  11 
a.  m.  from  the  following  number  of  guns  and  mortars:  24  light  12- 
pounders,  18  3-inch  ordnance,  4  10-pounder  Parrotts,  5  6-pounder 
James  guns,  2  4i-inch  ordnance,  6  30-pounder  Parrotts,  1  13-inch  mor 
tar,  4  10-inch  mortars,  4  8-iuch  mortars,  11  Coehorn  mortars;  total,  76 
guns  and  mortars.  The  number  of  rounds  of  ammunition  expended 
were  as  follows:  708  12-pounder  rounds,  41)1  3-inch  ordnance  rounds, 
62  10-pounder  Parrott  rounds,  6  6-pounder  James  rounds,  41  4.V-inch 
ordnance  rounds,  139  30  pounder  Parrott  rounds,  8  13-inch  mortar 
rounds,  40  10-inch  mortar  rounds,  20  8-inch  mortar  rounds,  148  Coehorn 
mortar  rounds;  total  expended,  1,741.  The  fire  from  fifty  guns  and 
mortars  was  directed  on  the  enemy's  batteries  and  working  parties ; 
tli at  from  twenty-nine  guns  and  mortars  on  the  city  of  Petersburg. 
The  effect  of  the  fire  upon  the  city  cannot,  of  course,  be  ascertained,  but 
was  supposed  to  be  destructive,  as  nearly  all  of  the  shells  thrown  were 
observed  to  explode  within  the  limits.  The  enemy's  earth-works,  par 
ticularly  the  embrasures  of  his  batteries,  were  very  much  damaged,  and 
two  •of  his  batteries,  the  Chesterfield  and  one  Cemetery  Hill,  after 
firing  a  few  rounds,  were  compelled  to  discontinue  on  account  of  the 
accuracy  and  weight  of  our  fire.  As  the  result  of  the  fire,  our  working 
parties  have  not  been  annoyed  by  the  continual  shelling  of  the  enemy, 
which  they  have  practiced  for  the  last  few  days,  not  a  cannon-shot 
having  been  fired  since  noon  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

(Copy  to  Capt.  Charles  H.  Graves,  assistant  adjutant- general,  Tenth 
Army  Corps.) 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  II.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  obedi 
ence  with  verbal  directions  from  the  major-general  commanding,  and 
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with  reference  to  an  indorsement  of  Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  Hunt,  chief  of 
artillery.  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  this  date,  on  a  report  of  the  acting 
chief  signal  officer  of  that  army: 

No  large  working  parties  of  the  enemy  have  been  discovered  by  any 
of  the  battery  commanders  on  the  Tenth  Army  Corps  line  during  the 
last  two  or  three  days,  and  any  small  working  parties  in  sight  have 
been  fired  at  by  our  artillery,  due  care  having  been,  of  course,  taken 
that  the  ammunition  was  not  uselessly  expended.  No  working  parties 
of  the  enemy  large  enough  to  justify  an  artillery  fire  have  been  seen 
to-day  from  any  of  our  batteries,  but  their  men  can  be  discovered  at 
various  places  along  the  line  busied  in  strengthening  their  works  and 
parapets.  These  men  generally  work  singly  or  in  groups  of  two  or 
three.  I  have  no  doubt  that  from  some  points  on  the  Second  Corps 
line,  and  even  still  farther  to  the  left,  better  views  can  be  had  of  some 
of  the  rebel  trenches  and  batteries  in  our  front  than  can  be  obtained 
from  the  fourteen-gun  battery  on  the  works  adjacent. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 
Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  our  front  this  morn 
ing.  No  offensive  movements  have  been  made  from  our  line.  A  cov 
ered  way  has  been  constructed  at  the  right  of  Follett's  battery,  con 
necting  the  trench  conveniently.  The  police  of  the  trenches  is  good. 
The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports : 

During  the  night  the  enemy  were  engaged  in  front  of  the  right,  on  the  right  of 
the  ravine,  cutting  down  timber,  and  husy  shoveling  on  our  left.  As  directed  by  the 
colonel  commanding,  I  had  the  line  connected  by  throwing  up  earth-works  across 
the  Prince  George  road  on  the  left;  also  repaired  the  banquette  along  the  whole 
line.  Very  little  firing  during  the  night.  • 

Private  George  Zimmerman,  Company  K,  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volun 
teers,  was  mortally  wounded  yesterday.     No  further  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 
Capt.  ADRIAN  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

SIR:  Major  Prince,  who  has  been  until  to-night  in  command  of  the 
front  line,  reports  that  in  his  opinion  the  enemy  are  putting  in  a  heavy 
gun — he  thinks  an  8-inch  columbiad — on  my  extreme  right,  the  gun  so 
placed  as  to  bear  on  Rockwell's  battery.  It  was  reported  only  at  dark, 
and  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  C.  ABBOTT/ 
Colonel  Seventh  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )   HDQRS.  2o  BRIG.,  2D  Div.,  I()TH  CORPS, 

No.  34.  j  Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 

I.  Pursuaift  to  paragraph  II,  Special  Orders,  No.  03,  headquarters 
Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes 
command  of  this  brigade.  All  orders  heretofore  issued  will  remain  in 
full  force  until  revoked  by  competent  authority. 

G.  PENNYP ACKER, 
Colonel  Ninety-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 
Capt.  P.  A.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Dir.,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  working  parties  on  my 
front  have  been  engaged  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  in  con 
structing  the  parapet  on  the  line  in  rear  of  the  one  uow  occupied  and 
in  collecting  material  for  revetment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  OSBORN, 
Colonel  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

September  15,  1864. 
Maj.  THEODORE  READ, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 
MAJOR:  The  signal  officer  at  the  tower  reports: 

A  train  of  pontocm  wagons,  niiie  or  ten.  was  seen  making  for  the  river  at  a  point 
just  above  Chaftiu's  Bluff.  They  have  just  left,  loaded  with  six  pontoon  boats  and 
other  pontoon  bridge  equipments,  in  the  direction  of  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg 
turnpike.  About  2  a.  m.  a  ram  was  discovered  at  or  rather  a  little  below  the  Cox 
Ferry  earth-work;  saw  another  gun-boat  and  two  tugs  come  down.  All  have  uow 
gone  up  the  river  except  the  ram. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  F.  PATTERSON, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


CIRCULAR.]         HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  September  15,  1864. 

In  case  the  enemy  open  fire  with  artillery  to-day  division  commanders 
will  order  the  men  of  their  commands  into  the  trenches  with  their  arms 
for  the  purpose  of  safety,  as  all  our  batteries  along  the  line  will  open 

By  command  of  Mj^Segl Joli?r<>iD"bon : 

/r%?$<!  T;V  .    THEODORE  READ, 

l/*f      J-  •flMajor  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  15,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

A  deserter  who  came  into  General  Birney's  line  this  morning  states 
that  100  mounted  scouts,  added  to  a  Louisiana  company  called  McCul- 
loch  Hangers,  are  and  have  been  for  some  time  in  vicinity  of  City 
Point,  keeping  concealed  in  swamps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
^Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Harper's  Ferry,  or  Washington,  or  Baltimore: 

Warren's  reconnaissance  was  withdrawn  yesterday  about  12  in.  Sig 
nal  officers  reported  the  movement  of  the  enemy's  troops  toward  our 
left  at  various  times  yesterday  from  9  a.  in.  till  sunset.  TJiese  were 
believed  to  be  counter  movements  to  meet  an  expected  advance  on  our 
part.  This  view  was  confirmed  by  Warren's  pickets  on  the  Vaughan 
road  reporting  the  return  of  the  enemy  to  Petersburg,  and  by  a 
deserter  this  morning,  who  states  his  command  left  the  trenches  and 
moved  to  their  right  yesterday  afternoon  and  returned  during  the  night. 
This  morning  at  daylight  our  cavalry  pickets  and  reserves  were  strongly 
attacked  between  the  Blackwater  and  the  James.  At  the  same  time  a 
dash  was  made  on  the  cattle  herd  at  Coggius'  Point,  and  it  is  feared 
this  herd  and  its  guard  has  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands.  A  prisoner 
taken  reports  the  movement  as  being  executed  by  Hampton  with  three 
brigades  of  cavalry,  who  left  Stony  Creek  Depot  last  night,  and  after 
crossing  the  Blackwater  took  the  shortest  and  most  direct  road  to  Cog- 
gins'  Point.  Immediately  on  receiving  intelligence  of  this  movement 
General  Davies,  commanding  cavalry,  was  directed  to  pursue  with  all 
his  available  force,  and  a  brigade  of  infantry,  with  a  battery  of  artil 
lery,  was  at  the  same  time  sent  down  the  Prince  George  Court-House 
road  to  re-enforce  Kautz.  Warren  reports  demonstrations  on  his  front 
this  morning,  his  pickets  being  driven  in,  but  at  last  report  he  had  re- 
'established  his  line.  It  is  believed  this  movement  was  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  the  cavalry  raid.  This  raid  was  one  which  1  have  feared  for 
some  time,  as  with  the  limited  force  of  cavalry  under  my  command  and 
the  great  extent  of  country  to  be  watched  I  have  always  considered 
Coggius'  Point  an  unsuitable  position  for  the  cattle  herd,  it  being  liable 
to  capture  at  any  time  by  a  coup  de  main  of  the  enemy  in  force.  Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  recover  the  herd  or  a  portion  of  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16,  1864—8.05  p.  m.     (Received  8.10  p.  in.) 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  PARKER, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the   United  States,  City  P&int,  Fa.: 
In  answer  to  your  dispatch  of  this  evening  I  am  instructed  to  say  that 
it  is  believed  the  raid  of  the  enemy  has  terminated  with  the  seizure 
of  the  cattle  herd  and  that  there  is  supposed  to  be  now  no  obstacle 
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to  prevent  the  rebuilding  of  the  telegraph  line  to  Fort  Powhatan.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  thought  the  construction  party  had  better  endeavor  to 
reopen  the  communication. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HARPER'S  FERRY,  September  16,  1864. 

(Kcceivcd  0  a.  m.  18th) 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

If  the  enemy  makes  so  rich  a  haul  as  to  get  our  cattle  herd  he  will  be 
likely  to  strike  far  to  the  south,  or  even  to  the  southeast  to  get  around 
with  it.  Our  cavalry  should  either  recover  what  is  lost,  or  else,  in  the 
absence  of  so  much  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  strike  the  Weldou  road  far 
to  the  south  of  where  it  has  been  destroyed. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864—10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Gencral  GRANT, 

Harper's  Ferry: 

Nothing  definite  has  been  received  from  the  cavalry,  except  that 
Kautz  reports  the  enemy  retired  as  soon  as  they  succeeded  in  driving 
ott'  the  cattle  from  Coggins'  Point.  Kautz  is  in  pursuit  on  the  Prince 
George  Court-House  road  and  Davies  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road 
with  all  the  cavalry  that  could  be  collected  at  the  moment.  A  sup 
porting  force  of  infantry  was  sent  on  both  roads.  Heavy  and  distant 
tiring  was  heard  about  9  p.  m.,  presumed  to  be  Davies  coming  up  with 
the  enemy,  but  Hampton's  force  is  so  superior  to  ours  and  he  had  so 
much  time  to  get  oft'  that  I  fear  nothing  will  come  of  the  pursuit  except 
to  harass  the  enemy.  Twenty-four  hundred  head  of  cattle  were  cap 
tured.  The  affair  was  evidently  the  result  of  a  deliberate  plan,  and 
advantage  was  taken  of  Warren's  movement  on  the  presumption  our 
cavalry  were  all  on  the  left.  A  deserter,  who  came  in  this  morning, 
says  he  saw  troops,  passing  through  Petersburg  yesterday,  said  to  be 
part  of  Early's  force ;  that  Early  had  sent  back  0,000  men.  I  send  this 
for  what  it  is  worth,  but  General  Butler's  signal  officers  reported  yes 
terday  troops  moving  into  Petersburg  on  the  road  from  Richmond. 
With  the  exception  of  the  cavalry  raid  and  the  demonstration  on  War 
ren's  pickets  this  morning  the  rest  of  the  lines  were  quiet. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
ARMIES  OPERATING  AGAINST  RICHMOND,  VA., 

September  16,  1864. 
Col.  T.  B.  GATES, 

Commanding  Post  and  Defenses,  City  Point,  Va. : 
The  enemy  has  broken  through  our  line  near  Sycamore  Church  and 
may  dash  into  City  Point.     Place  all  the  troops  under  your  control  in 
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the  best  possible  position  to  protect  the  depot.  The  officer  in  command 
of  engineers  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you  for  orders  in  the  absence 
of  General  Benham.  Have  you  any  artillery!  Reply  immediately. 

M.  R.  PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-  GeneraL 


HEADQUARTERS  POST  AND  DEFENSES, 

City  Point,   \  a.,  September  1C>,  1S64. 
Brig-.  Gen.  M.  R.  PATRICK, 

Provost-Marshal- General,  Armies  operating  against  Richmond: 

GENERAL:  I  am  just  in  the  receipt  of  the  following: 

COLONEL:  I  have  just  met  a  private  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry* 
who  was  captured.  He  says  they  had  4  killed  and  about  300  captured;  they  also 
got  one  herd,  2,600  cattle.  One  man  reports  that  he  saw  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and  a  battery  of  eight  guns.  The  First  District  is  terribly  demoralized ;  one  of  their 
captains  says  he  killed  a  brigadier-general.  From  what  I  can  hear  1  think  the  rebels 
are  about  5,000  strong,  with  eight  guns.  They  all  belong  to  Hampton's  Legion. 
Generals  Kantz  and  Gregg  are  after  them.  There  are  detachments  of  the  Third 
Pennsylvania  and  First  District  Cavalry  between  us  and  Sycamore  Church.  We  are 
at  the  forks  of  the  road  leading  to  Light-House  Point  and  Fort  Powhatau.  I  will 
return  at  2.30  unless  I  receive  other  orders  from  you.  A  man  just  in,  who  has 
escaped,  reports  the  rebels  retreating  on  the  road  leading  to  Stony  Creek.  I  have 
picketed  all  the  roads  on  our  Hanks  and  rear.  Don't  think  City  Point  is  in  danger. 
The  lines  for  six  miles  were  assaulted  this  morning  by  three  brigades  of  cavalry  and 
eight  pieces  of  artillery,  under  command  of  General  William  H.  F.  Lee  and  Colouel 
Butler.  Captain  Gregg,  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  charge  of  guard,  is 
captured;  also  Major  Baker  and  300  First  District  Cavalry  at  Sycamore  Church. 
The  enemy  are  retreating  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Blackwater.  This  information 
I  get  from  Captain  Richardson,  in  charge  of  cattle  herd.  Captain  R.  says  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  the  rebels  are  in  full  retreat.  There  has  nothing  been  heard  from 
them  since  they  left  with  the  herd. 
Respectfully, 

W.  A.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 
Major  Eightieth  Mtw   York  Infantry. 

Very  respectfully, 

T.  B.  GATES, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  16,  1864. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  Wise's  brigade,  Bushrod  Johnson's 
division,  have  just  been  forwarded  from  the  Tenth  Army  Corps.  They 
came  into  our  lines  on  the  City  Point  Railroad  at  daylight  this  a.  in. 
They  are  from  the  Forty-sixth  Virginia.  They  state  that  Hoke's  entire 
division  withdrew  from  the  front  yesterday  afternoon  and  marched  to 
the  rear  to  some  point  on  the  right  of  the  line;  that  Wise's  brigade 
moved  at  2  o'clock  yesterday  from  a  point  near  Burnside's  mine  to  the 
extreme  left,  and  now  lies  between  the.  City  Point  Railroad  and  the 
Appomattox  River.  Johnson's  entire  division  has  been  prolonged,  and 
the  four  brigades  of -Wise,  Ransom,  Evans,  and  Gracie  are  the  only 
troops  now  between  the  Burnside  mine  and  the  Appomattox  River. 
On  the  right  of  the  Burnside  mine  Mahone's  division  is  posted,  occupy 
ing  the  former  position  of  Heth's  division,  which  also  withdrew  yester- 
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day  afternoon.  The  following  diagram  will  show  the  relative  position 
of  the  enemy's  divisions  (according  to  our  latest  information)  up  to  ttiis 
last  change: 
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Deserters  to-day  report  that  Hoke's  and  Heth's  divisions  have  with 
drawn  from  the  line  and  moved  to  the  right  to  defend  the  South  Side 
.Railroad  from  a  supposed  advance  of  our  forces.  A  part  of  Wilcox's 
division  is  reported  to  have  withdrawn  also,  but  returned  again  late 
last  evening.  One  of  the  deserters  from  the  Forty-sixth  Virginia  states 
that  he  was  in  Petersburg  yesterday  morning  and  saw  infantry  on  the 
march  that  was  said  to  have  just  arrived  from  Early's  command;  that 
he  made  inquiries  and  understood  that  Early  had  sent  back  6,000  men ; 
did  not  learn  whose  command  it  was  or  any  of  the  regiments  composing 
it.  Informants  are  both  intelligent  and  apparently  honest.  They 
think  a  considerable  force  was  sent  to  the  extreme  right  yesterday  to 
fortify  against  an  advance  on  the  South  Side  road.  Do  not  think  any 
attack  is  intended  on  our  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST- MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  16,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  conscript  deserter  from  the  Thirty-fourth  North  Caro 
lina,  Scales'  brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps  about  sunrise  this  a.  m.  He  has  only  been  in  the  array 
since  the  28th  of  last  month,  and  can  give  very  little  information.  He 
states  that  yesterday  morning  about  10  o'clock  two  brigades  (including 
his  own,  Scales')  moved  about  a  mile  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the 
South  Side  Railroad,  and  returned  to  their  old  position  again  last  even 
ing;  does  not  know  what  other  brigades  went  besides  Scales',  but  it  was 
some  troops  that  had  been  lying  in  the  rear,  near  Petersburg;  that  the 
men  said  our  forces  were  advancing  on  the  South  Side  Railroad,  and 
the  movement  was  to  oppose  it.  About  dark  yesterday  it  was  reported 
that  the  cavalry  had  driven  our  forces,  and  the  infantry  was  then 
ordered  back  to  their  old  positions.  Scales'  brigade'is  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  east  of  the  lead-works.  Informant  states  that  a  part  of 
McGowan's  brigade  occupied  the  works  left  by  Scales  during  the  move 
ment.  Informant  has  no  further  information  of  importance;  thinks  the 
remainder  of  the  line  was  quiet  yesterday;  thinks  no  re-enforcements 
have  arrived  lately,  except  occasional  conscripts.  Rations  as  usual. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 
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CITY  POINT.  September  16, 1864. 

(Received  9  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  just  received  a  prisoner  from  Seventh  Virginia  Cavalry.  The 
attack  was  made  this  a.  in.  between  daylight  and  sunlight  by  Hamp 
ton's  division  of  cavalry,  three  brigades.  The  enemy  met  with  no 
resistance  until  they  got  to  Sycamore  Church,  in  the  rear  of  which  was 
the  cattle  herd.  Here  they  found  about  a  regiment.  It  is  believed  that 
the  entire  herd  of  2,500  head  was  captured,  with  little  loss  to  the  enemy. 
Hampton's  division  was  collected  during  last  night  at  Stony  Creek  and 
crossed  the  Blackwater  swamp  by  the  nearest  roads  they  could  find  to 
Coggins'  Point.  Prisoner  is  not  familiar  with  the  country;  thinks  they 
would  go  back  the  same  way  they  came. 

GEORGE  Hv  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  tOc. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
September  16,  1864 — 9.20  a.  m. 
General  DAVIF.S, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  near  Williams'  House: 

I  send  you  dispatch  just  received  from  City  Point.  The  commanding 
general  wishes  you  to  strike  the  enemy  on  their  return,  if  they  are  now 
on  the  return. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of.  Staff. 

Operator  at  Second  Corps  headquarters  please  send. 

A.  A.  H. 


CITY  POINT,  September  16,  1864. 
JOHN  C.  BABCOCK: 

Received  here  deserters  from  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-third  Tennes 
see,  Johnson's  old  brigade;  left  their  commands  on  north  side  of  James 
River  this  morning;  yesterday  a.  m.  saw  Generals  Lee  and  Beauregard 
at  Cox's  farm  laying  out  new  and  stronger  works;  yesterday  p.  m.  heard 
that  there  was  but  one  division  left  in  front  of  Petersburg,  heard  their 
officers  say  so;  that  the  main  part  of  their  army  was  making  a  tlank 
movement.  On  Tuesday  the  pontoon  bridges  over  the  James  were 
taken  up  and  then  put  back  again;  heard  no  reason  given. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


SEPTEMBER  1C,  1864. 
Colonel  SHARPE,  City  Point: 

Deserter  to-day  from  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Scales'  brigade. 
Enemy  moved  two  brigades  to  right  yesterday,  anticipating  an  attack 
on  South  Side  Railroad,  but  returned  them  again  after  dark.  Scales' 
was  one  ;  don't  kn/>w  the  other.  Two  deserters  from  Forty-sixth  Vir 
ginia,  Wise's  brigade,  came  in  this  morning.  Hoke's  entire  division 
withdrew  from  the  trenches  yesterday  afternoon  and  moved  to  the 
right.  Bushrod  Johnson's  division  extends  from  the  Burnside  mine  to 
the  Appomattox,  all  the  force  between  those  points.  Heth's  division 
also  withdrawn,  andMahone's  extended  to  occupy  its  place.  Six  thou 
sand  men  from  Early's  command  were  seen  by  deserters  to  be  passing 
through  Petersburg  yesterday  morning  going  to  the  right. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK]. 
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PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 
September  l(i,  186-1 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

At  9  a.  m.  100  infantry  moved  from  woods  to  the  right  of  large  fort, 
passed  on  the  east  side  and  disappeared  on  road  running  westward. 
At  12  m.  a  train  of  seventeen  wagons  eaine  from  direction  of  Peters 
burg  and  disappeared  on  the  same  road.  A  detachment  of  the  enemy 
are  working  upon  their  lines  in  vicinity  of  lead-works. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  HOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  16,  1864 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  1  p.  m.  about  700  cavalry  moved  from  woods  in  vicinity  of  large 
fort  and  disappeared  on  road  running  westward;  was  six  minutes  in 
passing. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  16,  186-1 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  has  been  intercepted: 

9  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  battery  drilling  in  open  space.     One  steamer  off  Point  of  Rocks.     Two  gun 
boats  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

.It  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

1.40  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[KENT]  : 

The  enemy  have  increased  their  camps  in  woods  to  the  left  of  open  space.     One 
steamer  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  16,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted: 

5.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[KENT]  : 

Battery  drilling  in  open  space  going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Chesterfield. 

J.  A.  S., 

AtC. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

n.  w.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  16,  1864 — G  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted : 

3.40  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT] : 

Twenty-one  six-horse  wagons  passed  Point  of  Rocks  going  toward  lower  pontoon- 
Steamer  went  down  the  river  and  from  the  crowd  on  her  deck  I  think  her  laden  with 
troops. 

J.  A.  S. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAX, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  16,  1864. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

Enemy  still  working  south  of  lead  mine.     I  think  they  are  throwing 
up  a  Hue  of  works  there.    All  quiet  otherwise. 

H.  W.  HOLMAK 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 8.45  p.  m. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point  : 

The  enemy's  cavalry  have  broken  through  our  line  between  Mount  Zion 
Church  and  the  James  River  and  may  make  a  dash  toward  City  Point. 
Colonel  Gates,  commanding  the  provost-marshal's  troops  at  City  Point, 
is  ordered  to  take  command  there,  and  you  will  report  to  him  with  your 
command  for  the  defense.  Is  there  any  artillery  at  City  Point? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL, 

September  16,  1864. 
Colonel  SIIARPE, 

Depty.  Prov.  Mar.  Gen.,  at  Col.  Gates'9  Office,  City  Point,  Ya.  : 
General  Meade  has  sent  a  battery  to  report  to  Colonel  Gates.     Retain 
the  men  now  on  board  of  transports  until  developments  of  the  day  are 
seen.     General  Meade  is  under  the  impression  the  enemy  have  left,  their 
object  being  to  obtain  the  cattle  herd,  which  they  have  gotten.     Fort 
Powhatan  is  believed  to  be  safe,  as  also  the  Point.     Captain  Brown  is 
on  the  way  to  get  his  guns.     lie  can  have  them,  unless  when  he  arrives 
they  may  be  wanted  for  defense.     Retain  for  the  present  your  provis 
ional  battalion  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hardenbergh. 
By  command  of  provost-marshal  general: 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  16,  1864. 
General  PATRICK: 
I  have  just  received  the  following  telegram: 

One  of  our  line  builders  just  in  from  near  Fort  Powhatan.  His  teams,  men,  an<l 
material  arc  captured.  They  were  attacked  about  5  a.  m.  to-day.  It  is  supposed 
the  cattle  herd  near  that  place  is  also  taken. 

T.  B.  GATES, 

Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS  POST  AND  DEFENSES, 
City  Point,  Va.,  September  16,  1864 — 12.10  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  PATRICK,  Provost- Marshal- General: 

GENERAL:  Major  Van  Rensselaer,  whom  I  sent  out  this  morning  iu 
command  of  the  cavalry  I  had  here  and  the  Fifth  Regular  Cavalry, 
reports  that  he  has  advanced  as  "far  as  Sycamore  Church  and  met  no 
enemy.  He  encountered  some  of  our  cavalry  pickets,  who  report  that 
the  enemy's  force  consisted  of  three  brigades,  composed  of  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery.  They  say  the  enemy  are  retreating  with  2,500 
cattle  and  are  pursued  by  Gregg's  cavalry.  All  quiet  here.  Colonel 
Sharpe  has  kept  you  advised  of  what  we  were  doing  here  to  defend  the 
post. 

T.  B.  GATES, 

Colonel,  &c. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  16,  1864 — 2.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier  General  PATRICK,  Provost-Marshal-General : 

GENERAL:  Captain  Hoysradt  has  just  returned  from  Fort  Pow 
hatan.  Major  Lewis,  commanding,  states  that  he  has  a  sufficient  force 
to  defend  the  works.  No  enemy  has  been  seen  or  heard  of  in  his 
vicinity.  Telegraphic  communication  has  not  been  restored.  The  bat 
tery  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  has  reported. 

T.  B.  GATES, 

Colonel,  &e. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  16, 1864 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  PATRICK,  Provost-Marshal-General  : 

GENERAL:  Major  Van  Rensselaer  and  his  command  have  returned. 
The  attack  on  the  cattle  guard  was  made  at  daylight  and  was  a  com 
plete  surprise.  Some  .'WO  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  were 
captured,  most  of  them  in  their  beds.  Major  Baker  was  wounded  and 
captured.  Another  major  of  same  regiment  also  captured,  and  most  of 
the  officers  of  regiment;  four  herdsmen  killed.  Will  send  you  a  detailed 
report  in  morning. 

T.  B.  GATES, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 10.15  a.  m. 
CORPS  COMMANDERS: 

Colonel  Sharpe,  at  City  Point,  reports  that  a  prisoner  from   the 
Seventh  Virginia  Cavalry,  brought  to  him  this   morning,  states  that 
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Hampton's  division,  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  was  concentrated  lust 
night,  and  moved  across  Stony  Creek  and  by  the  shortest  roads  to 
Coggins'  Point.  This  is  the  force  that  broke  through  our  cavalry 
picket-line  between  Mount  Sinai  Church  and  Sycamore  Church,  and 
captured  the  herd  of  cattle  on  Ruffin's  farm,  Coggius'  Point,  and  is 
probably  now  on  its  return  to  Stony  Creek. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Colonel  SMYTH, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Second  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  send  a  strong  brigade  im 
mediately  to  report  to  General  Kautz,  near  Prince  George  Court-I  louse, 
and  hold  the  remainder  of  your  division  ready  to  move  at  once  in  the 
same  direction.  Use  dispatch,  as  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  there  in  some 
force,  with  artillery. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16,  1804 — 8.30  a.  m.     (Received  I)  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  enemy's  cavalry  have  attacked  in  considerable  force  our  cavalry 
line  between  the  Blackwater  and  James,  and  successfully.  Colonel 
Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division  of  your  corps,  is  ordered  to  send 
a  brigade  at  once  to  General  Kautz,  near  Prince  George  Court-House, 
and  to  hold  the  remainder  of  his  division  ready  to  move  in  that  direc 
tion.  The  order  was  sent  to  him  direct  to  save  time. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Dispatch  received.  I  understood  that  Colonel  Smyth  has  sent  the 
brigade.  I  sent  a  staff' oflicer  to  ascertain  and  to  see  that  the  brigade 
gets  on  the  right  road. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Nothing  of  importance  has  transpired  on  my  line  since  yesterday 
morning  to  report.    The  usual  picket-firing  has  been  kept  up.    Some 
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movements  of  troops  by  the  enemy  were  observed  yesterday  afternoon 
and  this  morning.  -They  have  been  reported  to  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac  by  the  signal  officers. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Do  you  think  the  fort  on  the  Norfolk  road  had  better  be  occupied  ? 
General  Mott  tells  Die  that  he  has  been  appointed  a  brevet  major- 
general  to  date  from  September  i),  18Gi.  He  is  at  a  loss  to  know  who 
made  him. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16,  186L — 11  a.  m.     (Received  11.10  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  thinks  you  had  better  send  some  infantry 
to  the  redoubt  oil  the  Norfolk  road,  say  half  a  brigade  and  a  battery  of 
artillery. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16, 1864 — 12  m.     (Received  12.05  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Davies  has  moved  all  his  available  cavalry  down  the  plank 
road  to  intercept  Hampton's  cavalry  on  its  return.  The  commanding 
general  directs  that  you  send  a  strong  brigade  with  a  battery  of  artil 
lery  down  the  plank  road  to  the  folk  of  the  road  leading  to  Reams' 
Station  to  cover  the  Hank  and  rear  of  the  cavalry  during  the  operation. 
The  troops  you  send  will  withdraw  to  their  former  camp  as  soon  as  the 
cavalry  returus. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864.    (Received  12.15  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  ordered  a  strong  brigade  (they  are  not  very  strong  in  the 
First  and  Second  Divisions)  to  the  forks  of  the  plank  and  Reams'  Sta 
tion  roads  with  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  return  when  the  cavalry  do. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16',  1864 — 12.15  p.  m. 
Major  General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  commander  of  the  brigade  sent  down  the  plank  road  should 
report  to  General  Davies  and  receive  his  instructions  as  to  the  dis 
position  of  his  troops.  If  he  should  not  find  General  Davies,  who  may 
bo  with  his  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  he  will  dispose  of  them 
according  to  his  own  judgment. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864.     (Received  1  p.  in.) 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  commander  of  the  brigade  sent  down  the  plank  road  will  be 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Davies  if  he  meets  him;  otherwise  to 
look  out  for  himself  according  to  his  best  judgment. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16,  1864 — 12.50  p.  m.     (Received  1  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding   Second   Corps: 

The  commanding  general  is  ot  opinion  that  the  brigade  sent  down 
the  plank  road  should  be  not  less  than  1,500  strong,  and  if  the  one 
sent  is  of  less  strength  than  that  it  should  be  re-enforced. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  brigade  sent  down  the  plank  road  is  more  than  1,500  strong. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16,  1864 — 3.45  p.  m.     (Received  4  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  cavalry  pickets  between  the  plank  road  and  the  Blaekwater 
have  been  ordered  to  be  withdrawn  and  the  force  sent  down  the  plank 
road  to  join  General  Davies. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Parke.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  IV,  1864—4.15  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  sent  a  brigade  and  battery  to  the  Finn  house,  on  the  plank 
road.  Have  one  brigade  in  the  fort  on  the  Norfolk  road.  I  have 
directed  a  picket-line  to  be  established  between  the  Norfolk  road  and 
the  plank  road. 

WiNF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  observed  in  the  enemy's  lines 
during  the  past  twenty-four  hours  and  no  firing.     Burton's  (Eleventh 
New  York)  battery  now  occupies  the  work  on  the  right  of  the  plank 
[roadj  formerly  occupied  by  Kicketts'  (F,  First  Pennsylvania). 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to   Capt.  W.  P.    Wilson,  acting    assistant   adjutant- general, 
Second  Corps.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1S64. 
Lieut.  Col.  JAMES  E.  McGEE, 

Commanding  Consolidated  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have 
your  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  at  dusk  to  the  place  occupied  by 
you  on  Tuesday  night,  where  the  troops  will  bivouac  until  sunrise, 
unless  otherwise  ordered.  A  staff  officer  from  these  headquarters  will 
be  at  your  headquarters  at  dusk  and  will  conduct  the  troops. 
I  am.  colonel,  very  respectfully,' your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  It.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  16,  1S64. 
Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  now  have  my  line  fully  established,  witli 
the  right  resting  on  the  Norfolk  railroad  and  the  left  at  the  Strong 
house.  The  different  forts  along  my  front  are  garrisoned  with  a  full 
complement  of  men.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  enemy's  line 
during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  A  constant  picket-firing  is  kept  up 
by  both  sides  along  my  entire  front. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864—7.15  a.  m. 
Gener.il  HUMPHREYS: 

The  enemy  are  now  skirmishing  with  us  on  the  Vaughan  road  and 
toward  Petersburg.     Firing  is  very  light  so  tar. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864—8.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  enemy,  with  a  strong  skirmish  line,  are  trying  to  drive  mine  in 
on  the  north  side,  and  a  portion  of  the  line  has  fallen  back. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  following  dispatch  is  sent  for  your  information.  This  morning 
at  daylight  Hampton's  division  of  cavalry,  -three  brigades,  broke 
through  our  cavalry  picket  line  between  Zion  and  Sycamore  Church 
and  carried  off,  or  are  carrying  off,  the  cattle  herd  near  Coggius'  Point. 
Orders  have  been  given  for  attacking  them: 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  16,  1S64. 
Major-Geiieral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  report  from  the  pla.uk  road  station  is  respectfully  for 
warded  : 

"The  remaining  camps  to  the  right  of  :md  in  vicinity  of  the  large  fort  beyond  the 
Weldon  railroad  are  struck  and  the  men  lounging  in  rear  of  works.  Indications  are 
that  a  considerable  force,  is  in  woods  to  the  right  of  the  fort.  No  movements  visible 
and  no  working  parties  in  view." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Siynal  Officer. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864.     (Received  11.15  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Will  you  please  inform  me  how  many  cattle  you  think  were  in  the 
herd  captured  by  Hampton? 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864.     (Sent  12.15  p.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  cattle  herd  referred  to  was  Colonel  Morgan's,  eommissary  for 
both  armies.  Probably  2,000  head.  Whether  all  or  part  and  what 
part  was  captured  1  do  not  yet  know. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  following  is  sent  for  your  information: 

HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION — 2.40  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

About  half  an  hour  ;t,«jo  two  pieces  of  artillery  passed  to  the  left  on  the  Boydton 
plank  road,  and  about  300  men  moved  back  from  the  enemy's  bkirmish  line,  going 
toward  his  works  left  of  the  lead-works.  The  enemy's  works  along  the  Boytltoa 
plank  road  appear  to  have  hut  few  meu  in  them,  and  no  tents  as  heretofore. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Reports  just  received  from  our  extreme  picket-posts  state  that  all  is 
quiet  in  front.  Enemy  have  not  been  seen  since  this  morning  on  the 
Reams'  Station  road,  and  have  only  a  picket  in  sight  near  the  forks  of 
the  other  road,  west. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major-General,  Commandinn. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  your  troops 
be  held  in  readiness  for  action,  at  any  moment,  as  they  may  be  called 
upon  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  MARVIN,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1861 — 7  a.  m. 
General  GRIFFIN: 

If  the  enemy  makes  any  serious  demonstration  to  onr  left  of  your 
position  1  wish  you  at  once  to  make  disposition  to  meet  it  and  let  me 
know. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864 — 0  a.  m. 
General  AYRES: 

Don't  give  the  enemy's  pickets  any  rest  till  they  fall  back  and  our 
line  is  re-established.    They  may  be  getting  batteries  in  position  to 
open  in  connection  with  an  attack  on  the  west  and  south  later  in  the 
day.    We  must  get  the  earliest  possible  intelligence  of  them. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  IIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
Lieut,  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Wiuthrop  has 
shoved  out  the  picket  line,  and  it  is  established  as  before. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYEES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  forwarded  to  General  Humphreys  and  General  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864.     (Received  7  a.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps : 
GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold  your 
troops  in  readiness  for  action  at  any  moment  they  may  be  called  upon 
through  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  MARVIN,  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  on  my  front  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours,  excepting  some  skirmishing  on  the  left,  which 
began  about  7.30  a,  m,  It  commenced  on  General  Warren's  front  uud 
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gradually  extended  to  our  liue.  The  enemy  advanced  a  line  of  skir 
mishers.  I  directed  that  our  line  be  re  enforced,  if  necessary,  and  line 
maintained.  The  tiring  has  ceased.  No  change  in  position  of  enemy 
opposite  our  centep  nnd  left  has  been  observed.  Two  vedettes  Forty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  are  reported  missing.  Probably  de 
serted  in  the  night,  although  no  trace  of  arms  or  accouterments  are  to 
be  found.  A  deserter  from  the  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina,  Scales' 
brigade,  came  in  about  daylight  this  morning;  conscripted  August  0; 
says  that  about  10  a.  m.  yesterday  his  division  was  moved  to  their 
right;  moved  back  in  the  evening  to  their  old  position;  was  posted  as 
vedette  this  a.  m. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

Dispatch  of  8.30  just  received.*  The  enemy  has  been  pressing  our 
skirmish  line  on  the  left.  I  have  directed  it  to  be  re-enforced,  if  neces 
sary,  and  held  to  the  last. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE., 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NESTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  16, 1864 — 10.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps : 

The  left  of  my  line  was  retired  somewhat,  but  the  division  commander 
reports  that  it  has  been  advanced  again  in  conjunction  with  the  right 
of  your  line. 

JNO.  G.  PAKKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864  —  7.40  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  DA  VIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Reports  from  General  Kautz  show  a  sharp  attack  on  his  line  of  pickets 
between  Zion  Church  and  the  James  River  at  daylight  this  morning, 
in  which  at  least  two  companies  have  been  used  up.  Colonel  Wil 
son,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  reports  that  he  is  informed  that 
the  large  cattle  herd  near  Coggins'  Point  has  been  attacked  and  prob 
ably  is  now  being  driven  off.  The  commanding  general  directs  that 
you  get  together  all  your  available  force  and  attack  the  parties  and 
endeavor  to  recover  the  cattle.  You  will  leave  the  force  you  have  on 
picket. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


The  operator  at  Sec'ond^orjT^IiBaTifituarters  will  send  this  by  orderly 
to  General  Davies,  at^^i^nrt^Gregg's  headquarters. 


SefViY/focw  fcrHBmphruys'aSa  Purko,  p.  86-1. 
rii  V    £l  *>        •          •    ': 

il     A     •      J*1  ,1 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  16,  186-1. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Upon  the  information  in  your  last  communication,*  I  will 
move  all  the  available  force  of  this  division  down  the  Jerusalem  plank 
road,  instructing  General  Kautz  to  move  out  in  pursuit,  with  a  view 
to  cutting  them  oft' between  here  and  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  JK., 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  16,  1861 — 10.15  a.  m.     (Received  10.30  a.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  near  Williams'  House  : 

A  brigade  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  artillery  has  been  sent  to 
General  Kautz.  He  reports  that  he  will  move  with  all  his  available 
force  against  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Sycamore  Church,  leaving 
the  infantry  at  Prince  George  Court- House. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 12  m.     (Received  1  p.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry: 

General  Hancock  is  directed  to  send  a  strong  brigade  of  infantry  and 
a  battery  of  artillery  down  the  plank  road  as  far  as  the  branch  road  to 
Reams'  Station  to  cover  the  flank  and  rear  of  your  cavalry  during  its 
operations.  The  commander  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you  if  he 
should  find  you ;  if  not,  to  post  his  troops  according  to  his  own  judg 
ment. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Your  dispatches  have  been  received,  and  a  later  one  from 
General  Kautz  stating  part  of  his  picket-line  has  been  cutoff.  1  have 
sent  one  brigade  down  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to  cover  it  as  far  as 
the  Nottovvay  River.  With  the  other  and  Kautz's  command  I  shall 
move  through  Prince  George  Court-House  toward  Cocke's  Mill,  and 
scour  the  country  between  the  James  and  Blackwater. 
Respectfully, 

II.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

*  See  9.20  a.  111.,  p.  856. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 3.15  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 
(Through  headquarters  Second  Corps.) 

A  dispatch  from  General  Kautz,  at  Sycamore  Church,  at  12.30  p.  m., 
states  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  passed  through  there  with  the  cattle/ 
about  sunrise,  taking  the  road  leading  south.  The  commanding  gen 
eral  considers  that  the  cavalry  force  picketing  between  the  plank  road 
and  the  Blackwater  may  be  withdrawn  and  united  with  your  force  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  General  Kautz  is  directed  to  that  effect,  but  he 
is  so  far  off' that  much  delay  would  occur  in  waiting  for  it  to  be  done 
through  him.  You  will  please  have  it  done  direct  to  save  time.  You 
will,  of  course,  call  on  the  infantry  brigade  for  support  should  you 
need  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major 'General  <in<l  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Any  staff' officer  at  General  Davies'  headquarters  will  proceed 
to  carry  out  this  order  about  the  pickets  if  General  Davies  should  be 
absent. 

A.  A.  H., 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 
Proctor'ft,  Jerusalem  Plank  Road,  September  J<>,  iKiii — 10.30  p.  m. 

(Received  '2  a.  m..l7th.) 

Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

GENERAL:  I  reached  this  point  at  12.30  p.  m.  ;  hence  sent  a  brigade 
down  the  .Jerusalem  plank  road  to  intercept  the  enemy.  I  met  them  at  a 
point  about  nve  miles  hence,  and  drove  them  about  a  mile  to  the  vicinity 
of  Hawkinsville,  where  they  were  found  strongly  posted  behind  earth 
works,  and  having  in  their  front  an  impassable  swamp.  I  moved  down 
the  rest  of  my  command  to  that  point  on  being  informed  that  they  were 
in  force,  but  found  it  impossible  to  dislodge  them.  I  learned  from  a 
prisoner  that  the  force  on  my  front  was  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division.  From 
what  I  learned  of  the  movements  of  the  cattle  train  and  the  time  occu 
pied,  I  concluded  it  was  useless  to  make  further  attempts  to  recapture 
on  that  road.  I  therefore  returned  to  this  point,  whence  I  sent  a  bri 
gade  to  Stony  Creek  to  endeavor  to  intercept  the  head  of  their  column 
by  that  route.  I  have  had  no  communication  with  General  Kautz,  but 
I  have  sent  a  staff'  officer  to  ascertain  his  whereabouts  and  how  he  is 
doing,  with  instructions,  if  he  has  no  prospects  of  overtaking  them 
sliortly,  to  return  to  Prince  George  Court-House. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  16,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  opened 
upon  us  with  their  artillery;  but  one  gun  thus  tar  has  been  discovered. 
They  seem  to  have  quite  a  strong  position,  but  with  some  help  we  may 
do  something. 

Very  respectfully, 

II.  C.  WEIR, 
Assist (t  nt  Adju  ta  n  t-  Gen  era  I. 

P.  S. — They  (enemy)  still  hold  barricades.  We  heard  one  shot,  sup 
posed  to  be  Kautz,  on  the  left. 

H.  C.  WEIR. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  1C,,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Division,  Cavalry  Corps: 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  the  line  of  Thirteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry.     Captain    Seip,  commanding   pickets   Second 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  furnishes  the  following: 

Lieutenant  Lynch,  on  duty  on  the  Lee's  Mill  road,  reports  that  all  was  quiet  along 
his  line  up  to  4  o'clock  this  morning.  A  lew  rebels  made  their  appearance  on  his 
extreme  left.  He  observed  signal-lights  at  2  a.  in.  in  a  southeasterly  direction. 
There  was  considerable  firing  by  (Jeneral  Kaut/'s  pickets  some  distance  from  his 
lines.  A  lew  wagons  were  heard  on  the  left  of  plank  road.  Nothing  has  been  seen 
or  heard  of  the  party  of  rebels  that  broke  through  (Jeneral  Kautz's  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  16,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  the  general  commanding. 
It  is  very  quiet  on  right  of  my  line. 

II.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  September  16,  1864. 
Major- General  BUTLER  : 

Hampton's  division,  three  brigades  of  cavalry,  made  an  attack  on  our 
left  this  morning  and  captured  the  cattle  herd  near  Coggins'  Point. 
It  is  thought  at  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  that  City  Point 
may  possibly  be  attacked,  and  the  question  is  askea  of  Colonel  Gates, 
commanding  the  post,  if  there  is  any  artillery  here.  There  is  none. 
It  is  suggested  by  Colonel  Parker,  of  General  Grant's  staff',  that  the 
same  be  reported  to  you,  and  that  a  request  be  mane  to  have  such  dis 
position  made  of  the  gun-boats  as  will  remedy  the  want  of  artillery 
here. 

GEORGE  II.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 
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DEPT.  OP  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Kept-ember  16,  1$61.     (Received.  10.50  a.  in.) 
Colonel  SilARPE, 

Provost-  Marshal-  General,  City  Point,  Va.: 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  your  dispatch  about  the  probable  attack  at 
City  Point  to  Capt.  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  up  the  river,  and  directed 
General  Graham  to  move  his  army  gun-boats  now  in  the  Appomattox 
at  once  to  City  Point  to  co-operate  in  case  of  an  attack. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Butler: 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


-   HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1C,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Nothing  new  on  my  line.  The  enemy  have  mounted  a  gun,  appar 
ently  an  8-inch  columbiad,  en  barbette,  bearing  on  Redoubt  No.  3. 
Will  try  and  dismount  it  during  the  morning. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  16,  1864. 
Brigadier- General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Another  deserter  says  that  during  yesterday  and  last  night  regiments 
were  picked  from  Hoke's  division  and  marched  to  the  left  [of]  our  line 
near  Weldon  railroad.  lie  thought  that  four  regiments  were  taken. 
This  was  not  substantiated  by  other  deserter,  but  he  seemed  a  bright 
fellow  and  confident  of  fact. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  l(i,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  SETH  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL:  In  reply  to  the  circular  from  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  1  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  redoubts  on  my  line 
be  named,  commencing  on  the  right,  McGilvery,  Brooks,  Plimpton, 
Henderson — in  honor  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGilvery,  chief  of  artillery 
of  the  corps,  who  died  from  eftects  of  wounds  received  at  Deep  Run, 
August  10,18(54;  of  First  Lieut.  J.  Howard  Brooks,  First  New  York 
Engineers,  killed  August  5,  1804,  while  in  performance  of  his  duty  on 
Redoubt  No.  2;  and  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Plimpton,  Third  New  Hamp 
shire  Volunteers,  and  Lieut,  Col.  T.  A.  Henderson,  Seventh  New  Hamp 
shire  Volunteers,  both  killed  August  10,  1804,  at  the  battle  of  Deep 
Run.  These  gentlemen  have  an  unblemished  reputation  in  the  army, 
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and  their  memories  are  deeply  cherished,  by  their  brothers  iu  arms,  and 
their  names  have  been  selected  Avith  great  unanimity  as  to  the  peculiar 
features  and  merit  of  the  intended  honor. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HD(>RS.   FIRST    BRIG.,  FIRST    DlV.,  TENTH    ARMY    CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,    \'((.,  /September  Hi,  l^di. 

Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

A ssis in nt  A djutant- General  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  line  of  my  com 
mand.  No  movements  of  importance,  either  offensive  or  defensive, 
have  been  made  from  our  lines,  nor  seem  to  have  been  from  the  enemy's. 
The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports:  u  Nothing  except  the  usual  picket- 
firing  has  occurred  during  the  night  along  the  brigade."  No  casualties 
have  occurred  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  c.  VORIS, 

Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers*  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div..  IOTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  '.(o.  )  Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  Hi,  1864. 

******* 

VII.  Col.  Rufus  Daggett,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  will  assume  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
during  the  temporary  absence  of  Col.  N.  M.  Curtis. 

******* 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  II.  S.  Foster: 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  Id,  18G4.     (Sent  3.15  p.  in.) 

Major-General  GIBBON, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Corps: 

If  any  officers  of  high  rank  belonging  to  the  Eighteenth  Corps  were 
killed  at  Cold  Harbor  or  Petersburg  the  commanding  general  desires 
to  have  their  names,  in  order  to  name  three  redoubts  on  our  line  around 
Petersburg.  These  redoubts  are  on  the  front  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Eighteenth  Corps.  Please  let  me  have  an  early  reply,  as  the  list  is  full, 
Avith  the  exception  of  the  three  mentioned. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  873 

HATCHER'S,  VA.,  September  16,  1861. 

(Received  10.05  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  only  officer  of  high  rank  in  this  corps  who  has  not  a  redoubt 
named  after  him  on  this  line  is  Col.  (1.  A.  Stedman,  Eleventh  Connec 
ticut,  mortally  wounded  August  5,  at  Petersburg.  J  have  the  names  of 
several  captains,  which  I  can  send,  should  you  desire  it. 

JO11X  GIBBOX, 

Major- Genera  I. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  16,  1804. 
Major-General  GIITOON: 

An  order  has  been  issued  ordering  the  Twenty-second  U.  S.  Colored 
Troops  to  report  to  Major  Ludluw,  Dutch  Gap.  A  copy  will  be  sent 
you. 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  10,  1864 — 6  a.  m. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  to  report  that  my  pickets  have  been  driven  back 
from  their  line  from  Mount  Sinai  Church  to  the  Powhatan  stage  road, 
and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
thinks  quite  a  number  of  horses  have  been  captured.  There  was  au 
attack  on  the  line  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  last  night,  in 
which  the  force  was  estimated  from  thirty  to  seventy  strong.  The 
present  attack  I  do  not  yet  consider  serious,  as  the  reserves  have  not 
been  disturbed  yet.  I  think  the  attack  is  in  retaliation  for  those  we 
killed  the  other  day. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ. 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

tieptqmber  16,  1861 — 7  a.  m. 
Capt,  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN:  The  enemy  have  pushed  in  on  the  Powhatan  stage  road 
and  cut  off  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry.  We  have  had 
no  communication  with  them  this  morning.  The  firing  is  quite  lively 
in  the  direction  of  the  Powhatan  stage  road.  A  squadron  of  the  Third 
Xew  York  has  just  been  sent  out  on  the  stage  road  and  seems  to  have 
found  the  rebels  holding  the  intrenchments  at  the  cross-road  of  the 
City  Point  and  Powhatan  stage  road.  The  firing  at  present  has  ceased, 
and  Colonel  Jacobs'  message  says  that  he  had  ordered  the  enemy  dis 
lodged.  I  am  fearful  that  the  First  District  of  Columbia  may  be 
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entrapped,  us  their  position  has  always  been  an  exposed  one.     Should 
such  prove  the  case,   the  enemy   could    best    be  intercepted   on  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road  on  their  return. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

I  send  a  dispatch  just  received.     The  tiring  is  receding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  16,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  have  advanced  to  the  cross-roads  where  the 
Powhatan  stage  road  and  the  Mount  Sinai  and  City  Point  road  cross. 
They  have  thus  cut  oft'  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  at 
Sycamore  Church.  Citizens  in  from  the  vicinity  of  the  picket-line  say 
the  enemy  have  two  pieces  of  artillery.  A  courier  just  in,  who  was 
sent  to  communicate  with  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry, 
returns  and  reports  that  he  could  not  get  through,  as  he  met  three 
companies  of  rebel  cavalry  on  the  road  leading  from  Mount  Sinai 
Church  to  City  Poinr.  I  have  sent  the  Third  Xew  York  to  open  com 
munication  with  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry.  The  enemy's 
pickets  have  taken  up  posts  in  front  of  Mount  Sinai  Church.  The  line 
to  the  west  of  Mount  Sinai  Church  has  not  been  molested  since  early 
last  night.  1  have  communicated  all  I  know  up  to  the  present  time  to 
General  Gregg.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  I  have  no  force  to  resist  a 
serious  attack.  I  believe  the  enemy  to  have  planned  the  capture  of  the 
First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry,  which  I  think  was  their  object,  and 
I  fear  they  have  succeeded.  The  reports  go  to  show  that  the  entire 
line  was  attacked  about  daylight  from  about  a  mile  east  of  Mount 
Sinai  Church  to  Sycamore  Church. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
,  Brigadier- General. 

P.  S. — There  has  been  but  very  little  firing  since  your  staff  officer 
left  here,  and  what  has  been  heard  seems  to  be  receding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1861 — N  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

Have  you  heard  from  your  regiment  at  Cocke's  Mill?  Whatever 
available  force  you  have  should  be  sent  in  that  direction  to  attempt 
the  recovery  of  the  cattle  if  practicable. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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8  A.  M. 

I  have  sent  you  all  the  information  I  have  received  from  the  regi 
ment  at  Sycamore  Church.     I  hear  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  I  judge 
to  be  at  Green's  house,  on  the  stage  road. 
Very  respectfully, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  If!,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m. 
Capt.  IT.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  /Second  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  The  attack  has  developed  itself  as  a  foray  on  the  cattle 
herd  and  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry,  although  nothing 
definite  has  been  heard  from  that  direction,  as  the  enemy  hold  the  road 
at  Rollins',  and  I  hear  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  I  judge  to  be  about 
Green's  house,  this  side  of  Rollins'.  The  Third  New  York  has  been 
sent  down  there  to  hold  them  in  check,  and  if  possible  to  drive  them 
back.  The  attack  on  the  Fifth,  which  was  obscure  as  to  place,  I  think 
was  near  the  railroad,  and  I  judge  only  to  have  been  a  demonstration 
to  draw  attention  from  the  attack  on  the  cattle.  I  did  not  know  that 
the  cattle  were  there  until  this  morning.  T  still  hold  the  line  from  a 
mile  or  two  east  of  Mount  Sinai  Church  to  your  line.  Not  more  than 
three  companies  have  been  reported  at  one  place,  but  the  attack  was 
general  all  along  the  line  east  of  Mount  Sinai  Church.  The  enemy's 
pickets  are  in  sight  in  front  of  Mount  Sinai.  I  have  sent  all  the  infor 
mation  I  have  to  army  headquarters.  They  have  just  sent  an  infantry 
brigade  to  report  to  me.  I  will  push  down  the  Powbatan  road  with 
the  cavalry  and  leave  the  infantry  to  hold  Prince  George  Court-House. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  Id,  1864 — 8.40  a.  in. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

Colonel  Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  is 
ordered  to  send  you  a  brigade  of  infantry  immediately,  and  to  hold  the 
remainder  of  his  division  ready  to  follow.  General  Hunt  will  send  you 
a  battery  of  artillery.  So  far  as  you  have  learned,  will  the  brigade  be 
sufficient  for  you  to  attack  and  drive  oif  the  enemy  about  Mount  Zion 
[Sinai]  Church,  or  will  you  require  the  division?  The  whole  division  is 
not  more  than  3,000  strong. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


'  HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  16,  1864 — 6'.  50  a.  m. 

M'ajor-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Your  note  of  8.40  a.  m.  has  been  received.  I  will  leave 
the  infantry  brigade  and  the  artillery  at  Prince  George  Court-House 
and  concentrate  all  the  cavalry  I  can,  and  with  a  section  I  will  push 
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down  to  Sycamore  Church,  if  possible.  I  cannot  tell  how  much  force 
the  enemy  have,  but  1  suspect  they  must  have  two  or  three  regiments. 
I  fear  the  enemy  will  be  gone  before  1  can  get  there,  as  I  suspect  the 
whole  movement  to  be  the  capture  of  the  cattle  and  the  First  District 
of  Columbia  Cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  Hi,  1*6L 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  KAUTZ, 

Comma  ttaing  Cara-lry   Diriftion: 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  a  dispatcn 
from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  indicates  that  an  attack  has 
been  made  on  the  cattle  herd  at  Coggins'  Point.  You  will,  after 
strengthening  your  picket-line,  send  a  strong  party  to  Cocke's  Mill  to 
obtain  information,  and  follow  to  that  point  with  the  rest  of  your  com 
mand  and  attack  the  enemy,  and  delay  their  movements  if  practicable. 
The  Second  Division  will  move  to  that  point  and  be  guided  by  what 
ever  information  you  can  obtain.  Send  reports  as  often  as  you  can 
learn  anything  of  consequence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TI.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  1(>\1S(J1 — 9.15  a.m. 
Capt.  IT.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN:  Your  dispatch  has  been  received.  T  had  already  made 
my  arrangements  to  move  down  to  Sycamore  Church  with  the  Third 
New  York  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  to  try  and  communicate  with 
the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry.  I  have  sent  you  all  the  infor 
mation  1  possessed  up  to  the  present  time.  I  have  no  doubt  the  cattle 
guard  and  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  have  been  captured 
or  routed,  as  they  were  not  calculated  to  offer  much  resistance,  posted 
as  they  were.  I  shall  leave  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  as  it  is.  A  brigade 
of  infantry  will  hold  Prince  George  Court-House  whilst  I  move  down 
the  stage  road. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brig  ad ier- G en  era /,  Comnt and Ing  D i rwo » . 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Car  airy  Division: 

A  report  from  Colonel  Sharpe,  deputy  provost- marshal  at  City  Point, 
telegraphs  that  he  has  just  received  a  prisoner  from  Seventh  Virginia 
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Cavalry,  who  states  that  Hampton's  division,  three  brigades,  was  con 
centrated  last  night,  crossed  Stony  Creek,  and  moved  on  the  shortest 
line  toward  the  Coggins  Point. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


ROLLINS'  HOUSE,  [September  16,  1864] — 11.30  a.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  8taft\  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  Mr.  Rollins  informs  me  that  Major  Belcher  stopped  at  his 
house  and  said  that  their  force  was  14,000  strong;  that  they  had  cav 
alry  and  infantry;  that  they  captured  2,400  head  of  cattle,  and  that  the 
First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  had  escaped  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Powhatan.  Major  Belcher  is  in  command  of  the  Mounted  Home  Guards. 
Mr.  Rollins  says  about  o.OOO  of  the  enemy  passed  his  house  toward 
City  Point  and  returned.  A  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  left  this  road 
near  here  going  toward  the  Black  water,  said  to  be  about  a  brigade.  I 
have  not  yet  learned  the  road  on  which  the  main  force  passed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — I  have  only  about  500  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Sycamore  Church,  September  l(i,  1861 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL:  General  Hampton  has  captured,  all  the  cattle  and  taken 
them  away  on  the  road  leading  south  from  this  point.  I  shall  pursue 
them  and  endeavor  to  annoy  them  as  much  as  possible.  About  150  of 
the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  have  been  captured.  About  100 
are  now  collected  here  under  Captain  Speers,  First  District  of  Columbia 
Cavalry.  Four  dead  of  his  regiment  are  lying  here,  and  he  has  also 
about  ten  or  more  wounded.  The  attack  was  only  to  capture  the  cattle, 
and  they  did  not  seem  to  care  much  for  the  prisoners.  They  have 
several  hours  the  start  of  me.  The  cattle  left  here  about  sunrise.  I 
do  not  think  they  can  drive  the  cattle  very  far  before  they  break  down. 
Majors  Baker,  Cloudman,  and  Captain  Gregg,  are  reported  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST   V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  186-1 — 3  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

Your  report  of  12.30  p.  m.  from  Sycamore  Church  is  received.  The 
commanding  general  thinks  that  as  General  Da  vies  has  moved  down 
the  plank  road  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  your  force  picketing  between 
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the  plank  road  and  the  Blackwater  may  be  drawn  in  and  sent  to  join 
General  Davies.  Please  have  it  done  and  orders  issued  lor  the  prompt 
movement  of  the  force  down  the  plank  road  to  join  General  Davies,  as 
it  ean  reach  him  more  readily  than  yon.  You  had  better  direct  the 
brigade  of  infantry  sent  you  this  morning  to  follow  and  support  you. 
I  will  also  notify  the  staff  at  General  Davies'  headquarters  to  draw  in 
your  pickets  between  plank  road  and  Blackwater  and  send  them  to  Gen 
eral  Davies;  but  1  do  not  know  that  he  has  left  any  staff  at  his  head 
quarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

A  detachment  of  500  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Major  Van  Rens 
sellaer  (Sixth  United  States  and  Third  Pennsylvania),  part  of  provost- 
marshal -general's  force  at  City  Point,  has  been  ordered  to  follow  and 
join  you. 

A.  A.  H. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  16,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division,  near  Sycamore  Church: 
It  was  erroneously  reported  to  me  that  the  force  under  Major  Van 
Rensselaer  was  500  strong.     It  is  less  than  100  strong,  and  the  order  to 
it  has  been  countermanded. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE, 

Mount  Sinai  Church,  September  1<>,  1864. 
Captain  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

The  rebels  have  certainly  been  in  our  rear  and  up  the  stage  road  for 
some  distance.  I  can't  hear  from  Major  Baker,  and  do  not  believe  that 
a  messenger  could  get  through.  The  rebel  pickets  are  one-quarter  of 
a  mile  in  advance  of  ours  on  Powhatan  road.  The  time  of  attack  looks 
more  serious  than  anything  that  has  yet  occurred.  Companies  D  and 
B,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  have  lost  nearly  all  their  horses; 
at  least  eighty,  we  think.  Captain  Titus  has  about  forty-five  more  at 
the  cross-road,  but  we  have  no  men  to  send  out  on  reconnaissance,  and 
really  don't  know  what  the  rebs  are  doing. 
Yours, 

WETHER1LL, 

Major. 


MOUNT  SINAI  CHURCH,  September  16,  1864 — 5.15  a.  m. 
Major  WETHERILL, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

MAJOR:  I  have  just  received  a  report  that  Companies  B  and  D  have 
been  driven  off  their  position  and  have  fallen  back  toward  -E  Company. 
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The  report  came  from  E  Company  by  a  sergeant.     I  have  ordered  Com 
pany  M  to  go  down  immediately.     Will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  get 
more  definite  information.     There  has  been  no  firing  for  fifteen  minutes. 
Respectfully, 

FRAXKLIX  A.  STRATTON, 
Major,  Commanding  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

All  is  quiet  here.  It  hardly  seems  a  serious  attack.  A  man  just  in 
from  Captain  McFarlan's  company  says  those  two  companies  have  been 
driven  back  on  the  straight  road  (stage  road)  for  a  mile;  thus  the  rebs 
are  in  between  E  and  the  old  post  of  1)  and  B.  Many  horses  arc  lost 
in  Companies  D  and  B.  The  enemy  are  reported  as  coming  up  the 
main  road,  this  behind  E,  but  I  haven't  this  certain. 

[Indorsement.] 

5.30   A.  M. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Humphreys  for  his  informa 
tion. 

The  attack  seems  to  be  for  some  distance  along  the  line. 
Very  respectfully, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  17,  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

Harper's  Ferry : 

I  send  you  the  reports*  of  Generals  Davies  and  Kautz,  in  command 
of  the  cavalry  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  by  which  you  will  find  the 
enemy  was  prepared  for  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  recapture  the  cat 
tle.  The  distance  to  be  marched — over  fifteen  miles  in  Davies'  case  and 
thirty  in  Kautz's — would  have  prevented  any  infantry  force  from  reach 
ing  the  scene  of  action  in  time.  This  consideration,  together  with  the 
undeveloped  movements  of  the  enemy  toward  his  right  and  my  left, 
prevented  me  from  detaching  any  considerable  force  of  infantry  to  aid 
in  the  attempt  to  recover  the  cattle.  These  movements  have  been  pre 
viously  reported,  being  the  moving  of  a  considerable  body  of  infantry 
and  artillery  on  the  Boydton  plank  road  on  the  1.5th  instant,  the  return 
of  which  is  as  yet  unknown.  In  addition,  deserters,  particularly  one 
from  the  north  side  of  the  James,  state  it  was  reported  by  their  offi 
cers  Lee  was  making  a  great  flank  movement,  and  to  day  Colonel  Sharpe 
sends  information  (dispatch  transmitted)  that  the  Government  employes 
in  Richmond  had  been  ordered  to  Petersburg.  Vesterday  I  informed 
you  signal  officers  north  of  the  Appomattox  reported  the  movement 
into  Petersburg  of  troops  on  the  Richmond  road,  and  a  deserter  stated 
he  had  about  the  same  time  seen  troops  marching  through  Petersburg, 
said  to  be  part  of  Early's  forces,  who,  it  was  stated,  had  sent  back  0,000 
troops.  There  may  be  nothing  in  all  this,  but  so  many  reports  from 
different  sources  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  some  movement  is 
on  foot — whether  it  be  offensive,  or  whether  it  is,  that  seeing  in  our 
journals  the  reports  of  large  accessions  daily  received  by  this  army, 

*  See  pp.  891,  896. 
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Lee  is  merely  preparing  for  an  anticipated  extension  of  onr  lines,  I  am 
unable  to  say ;  but  the  existence  of  these  reports  and  the  movements 
known  have  combined  to  produce  caution  on  my  part  during  your 
absence.  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  the  small  force  of 
cavalry  under  my  command.  For  ordinary  purposes,  and  were  the 
enemy  without  cavalry,  it  would  be  ample,  but  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy's  superior  forces,  this  arm  of  the  service  is  unable  to  accomplish 
anything.  In  yesterday's  operations  the  lowest  estimate  of  the  enemy's 
forces  made  by  prisoners  and  deserters  is  6,000,  and  called  suddenly,  as 
onr  troops  were,  without  time  to  draw  in  pickets  and  detachments, 
I  question  whether  the  combined  commands  that  went  in  pursuit 
amounted  to  3,000.  With  this  superiority,  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  preparations  made  to  meet  pursuit,  it  is  hardly  fair  to  expect  much 
more  than  what  was  accomplished,  though  I  hoped  the  difficulty  of 
driving  the  cattle  and  the  chances  of  war  might  prove  more  favorable 
to  us.  There  is  nothing  else  to  report  up  to  this  hour. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — General  Birney  has  just  telegraphed  that  a  deserter,  in  this 
morning,  reports  Hoke's  division  withdrawn  from  his  front,  and  that  it 
has  gone  to  General  Lee  at  Reams'  Station.  This  may  mean  General 
W.  H.  F.  Lee,  commanding  cavalry,  and  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the 
cavalry,  or  it  may  be  part  of  an  offensive  movement. 

[Incloanre.'l 

CITY  POINT,  September  17,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Yesterday  evening  the  battalion  of  Government  employes  in  Rich 
mond  were  ordered  to  assemble  this  morning  with  the  understanding 
that  they  would  be  sent  to  Petersburg.  Reports  will  shortly  be  sent 
you. 

SHARPE, 
Colonel. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1804. 
Colonel  SIIARPE, 

City  Point : 

Deserters  to-day  from  Wise's  and  Ransom's  brigades,  of  Johnson's 
division,  corroborate  fully  the  information  received  yesterday  of  the 
movement  of  Hoke's  division  to  the  right — supposed  to  Reams'  Station ; 
also  movement  of  other  troops  from  Hill's  corps.  A  large  force  of  in 
fantry,  at  least  four  or  five  brigades,  from  some  point  north  of  the  Appo- 
mattox,  passed  through  Petersburg  on  Wednesday  eve  and  Thursday 
morning  last.  Eight  prisoners  sent  in  to  day  from  cavalry — represent 
ing  that  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  and  Butler's  divisions  of  cavalry  and  two  bat 
talions  of  artillery  comprised  the  late  raiding  party,  Hampton  in  com 
mand  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee  holding  plank  road  to  save  their  being  cut  off. 

J.  C.  B[ABCOCK]. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  17,  186-1. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  prisoners  of  war  have  been  forwarded: 
One  from  the  Third  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Barringer's  brigade,  W. 
11.  F.  Lee's  division:  three  from  the  Fifth  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Bar- 
ringer's  brigade,  \V.  II.  F.  Lee's  division,  taken  near  Hector's  house,  on 
the  Jerusalem  plank  road;  also  forwarded  from  Kautz's  division,  two 
from  McGregor's  battery,  Stuart  Horse  Artillery;  one  from  Second 
North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Barringer's  brigade,  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division; 
one  from  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Young's  brigade,  Butler's  division;  eight 
in  all.  From  them  we  learn  that  the  force  sent  out  to  capture  the  cattle 
herd  amounted  to  two  divisions  and  two  batteries  of  artillery.  The 
divisions  were  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  and  Butler's;  the  batteries,  McGregor's, 
two  guns,  and  Dearing's,  four  guns.  Part  of  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division 
was  left  near  Lee's  Mill,  on  the  .Jerusalem  plank  road,  to  protect  But 
ler's  division  from  being  cut  oft' by  any  force  of  ours  advancing  on  that 
road.  All  agree  that  no  infantry  accompanied  the  expedition.  They 
all  desire  to  be  exchanged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY.  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  17,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  have  just  been  forwarded  from  the  head 
quarters  Tenth  Army  Corps,  one  from  the  Forty-sixth  Virginia,  Wise's 
brigade,  the  other  from  Hansom's  brigade,  Forty-ninth  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  both  of  Bushrod  Johnson's  division.  They  came  into  our 
lines  early  this  a.  in.  Their  information  corroborates  that  received 
yesterday  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  Hoke's  division,  and  the  exten 
sion  of  Johnson's  division  from  the  Burnside  mine  to  the  Appomattox. 
It  was  generally  understood  that  three  divisions  had  been  sent  down 
the  Weldon  road,  some  thought  to  Reams'  Station.  They  state  that  a 
member  of  their  division  saw  three  or  four  brigades  in  Petersburg  last 
Wednesday  night  that  had  just  come  from  some  place  north  of  the 
Appomattox  River.  They  have  no  further  information  of  any  impor 
tance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO".  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL, 

September  17,  1861. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL,  :  Our  men  returned  from  over  the  river  this  morning,  hav 
ing  during  the  night  met  two  of  our  agents  who  left  Richmond  yester 
day,  from  one  of  whom  eleven  refugees  from  Richmond  were  received 
and  brought  within  our  lines.  The  refugees  left  Richmond  last  even 
ing  after  dark.  The  other  agent  spoken  of  left  Richmond  in  the  morn 
ing,  and  from  the  agents  and  refugees  the  following  information  is 
obtained :  The  rumors  about  the  evacuation  of  Petersburg  were  quite 
36  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  II 
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as  extensive  as  heretofore  reported,  and  were  believed  by  the  people  at 
large.  One  of  our  agents,  an  intelligent  man,  having  more  than  ordi 
nary  facilities,  sends  me  word  that  such  a  move  was  really  contem 
plated;  that  it  Avas  intended  to  withdraw  the  enemy's  lines  about  eight 
miles,  or  to  the  neighborhood  of  Proctor's  Creek,  thereby  making  a  line 
which  would  be  shorter,  and  by  holding  it  with  less  troops  would 
enable  them  to  dispose  of  some  by  sending  them  to  North  Carolina. 
Jt  is  not  known  why  it  is  talked  of  sending  troops  to  North  Carolina, 
but  there  was  such  a  report,  and  people  generally  understand  that  a 
division  has  been  held  in  readiness  to  go  south,  and  one  of  the  refugees 
tells  me  that  he  had  it  from  personal  friends,  having  relatives  in 
Pickett's  division,  who  received  letters  from  their  friends  in  the  division, 
saying  that  night  before  last  Pickett  was  to  leave  and  go  south,  either 
to  North  Carolina  or  Georgia.  One  of  the  agents  spoken  of  also  sends 
me  word  that  Pickett's  division  had  left.  Last  night  the  different  bat 
talions  composed  of  Government  workmen  were  called  out.  This  is  no 
longer  done  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  as  used  to  be  the  case,  but  the 
sergeants  of  the  different  companies  notify  the  members.  Upon 
assembling  last  evening  they  again  dispersed,  after  receiving  orders  to 
reassemble  this  morning,  and  it  was  understood  that  they  would  be 
taken  to  the  lines  about  Petersburg  to  remain  there  a  short  time. 
Nothing  is  known  in  Richmond  of  the  return  of  any  part  of  Early's 
forces  from  the  Valley.  It  is  not  expected  that  any  portion  of  Hood's 
army  will  be  sent  this  way;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  believed  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  re-enforce  Hood.  Rations  are  issued  to  the  men  in 
the  different  Government  factories.  Week  before  last  no  meat  was 
issued  to  them,  and  this  lasted  for  ten  days.  During  that  time  also  the 
negroes  employed  by  the  Government  could  get  no  rations,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  they  were  kept  at  work.  There  is  said  to  be  a  great 
want  of  iron  for  the  manufacture  of  guns,  and  in  the  factory  of  Joseph 
R.  Anderson,  the  largest  manufacturer  in  Richmond,  no  iron  suitable 
for  making  nails  or  spikes  has  been  on  hand  for  two  weeks  past. 
Negroes  are  employed  in  gathering  scrap  iron  wherever  it  may  be  found. 
Provisions  are  again  advancing,  and  women  and  non -producers  can  get 
permission  to  go  North  by  crossing  the  lower  Rappahannock  and  Poto 
mac,  and  it  is  said  that  the  blockade  is  continually  run  in  that  direction. 
Files  of  Richmond  papers  of  yesterday  are  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  etc. 

NOTE. — The  infantry  seen  passing  through  Petersburg  day  before 
yesterday  by  deserters  may  have  been  Pickett's  division,  as  it  was 
stated  it  came  from  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  17,  ItiC-l. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

A  battery  of  six  pieces  of  artillery,  heretofore  lying  in  the  vicinity 
of  Whitehead's  Factory,  moved  this  morning  on  the  road  toward  Rich 
mond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and   Chief  ti'ujtial  Officer, 
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WALTIIALL  STATION,  September  17,  1861 — c>  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted  : 

10  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[KRNT]  : 

Ten  wagons  passed   on  road   rear   of  Battery  5,  going  toward   enemy's  front  in 
Prince  George.     Twelve  wagons  passed  on  the  road  going  toward  Cobb's. 

J.  Q.  E., 

At   I). 
(Same  to  A.  15.) 

11.05  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[KKXTj : 

At  10.50  a  steamer  came  up  the,  river  and  hove-  to  above  pontoon. 

.J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  17 ',  1S61 — 6'  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  was  intercepted: 

12  M. 
Colonel   I>[KENTJ  : 

A  train  of  wagons  passed  rear  of  Battery  5,  going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Prince 
George. 

J.   Q.  E., 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

1.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[HENT]  : 

A  train  of  seventeen  wagons  passed  rear  of  Battery  5.  going  toward  enemy's  front 
in  Prince  George. 

J.  Q.  ETHEREDGE. 

At  J). 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

11.  W.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  17,  1S(H — (J  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.     Have  not  been  able  to  learn  anything  more  from 
enemy's  works  near  lead  mines.     The  following  was  just  intercepted: 

Colonel  B[KKNT]  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.     Gnu-boat  above  pontoon.     Change  the  time  to  5.50. 

J.  A.   S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


884  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  17,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  plank  road  signal  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

At  4.15  p.  m.  an  extensive  movement  of  the  enemy  toward  our  right  was  made 
apparent  by  a  very  heavy  cloud  of  dust  to  the  left  of  lead- works  and  beyond  the  river. 
The  main  movement  was  on  a  concealed  road,  and  such  bodies  as  moved  on  the  road 
in  sight  were  most  of  the  time  concealed  by  the  dust.  It  lifted,  however,  long 
enough  for  mo  to  see  two  batteries  of  artillery  pass.  The  column  was  an  hour  in 
passing. 

TH1CKSTUN, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  17,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  camp  of  enemy  to  left  and  west  of  Whitehead's  Factory  has  been 
removed  this  p.m.;  an  artillery  camp  in  same  vicinity  also  disappeared. 
A  camp,  apparently  hospital,  still  farther  west  and  across  Richmond 
pike,  has  also  been  removed  some  time  during  day;  cannot  say  what 
course  they  have  taken.  Dust  west  of  city  about  same  as  previous 
three  or  four  days.  Ordinary  working  parties  are  on  new  fort;  also 
small  party  on  batteries  west  by  southwest  of  station. 

JORDAN. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  1864 — 'J  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

GENERAL:  No  changes  have  been  made  on  General  Mott's  lines  since 
yesterday's  report.  The  usual  picket-tiring  continues.  One  brigade  of 
the  Second  Division  of  this  corps  reported  to  General  Kautz  yester 
day  morning  at  Prince  George  Court-House;  a  brigade  and  one  battery 
of  the  Second  Division  occupies  the  fort  near  the  Norfolk  road;  one 
brigade  of  the  First  Division  and  one  battery  sent  to  report  yesterday 
to  General  Davies  at  the  junction  of  the  Reams'  Station  and  plank 
road;  one  brigade  and  one  battery  of  the  First  Division  occupies  the 
works  in  front  of  the  Finn  house  on  the  plank  road;  my  pickets  cover 
the  front  between  the  plank  road  and  the  Black  water. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  1864 — 9.45  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

General  Miles  informs  me  that  Colonel  Wilson,  commanding  the 
brigade  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Second  Corps  at  the  junction  of 
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the  Roams'  Station  and  plank  road,  had  not  reported  to  General  Davies 
late  last  night,  not  having  been  able  to  find  him.  General  Miles  has 
sent  a  staff  officer  this  morning  to  find  General  Davies  and  to  report 
the  position  of  the  brigade  to  him. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September   />",  ISdi — in.-W  a.  >».     (Received  10.50  a.  in.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second-  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  of  9.45  a.  in.  received.  General  Davies  knew  the  bri 
gade  was  at  the  intersection  of  the  Reams'  Station  road.  A  dispatch 
was  received  'from  him  dated  10.30  p.  in.  He  had  come  up  to  the  euemy 
crossing  the  plank  road  twelve  miles  beyond  the  Williams  house.  They 
were  strongly  posted  and  he  could  not  dislodge  them.  He  had  sent  a 
brigade  to  endeavor  to  reach  round  to  the  right  and  strike  the  head  of 
the  column. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  /Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  77,  1M4 — l^.,-)<)  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  cavalry  is  in  and  the  infantry  is  following  on  the  plank  road. 
I  should  be  pleased  to  know  your  intentions  concerning  the  brigades  at 
the  Finn  house  and  at  the  fort  on  the  Norfolk  road  at  your  convenience. 
If  the  brigade  of  infantry  at  Prince  George  is  to  remain  there  I  should 
like  to  be  informed,  so  that  proper  arrangements  can  be  made  by  them 
for  a  sojourn;  and  while  they  are  there  i  desire  to  know  if  they  remain 
under  the  orders  of  General  Kautz,  so  that  there  may  be.  no  confusion. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  17,  18(11 — 1.0~»  p.  m.     (Received  1.15  p.  m.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

I  was  about  telegraphing  you  when  your  dispatch  was  received.  The 
commanding  general  thinks  the  brigade  at  Finn's  may  be  withdrawn 
to  its  former  position.  The  brigade  on  the  Norfolk  road  and  artillery 
there  he  prefers  should  remain,  as  they  are  available  at  that  place  as 
reserves  for  the  front  line.  The  brigade  at  Prince  George  Court-House 
should  also  remain  there  for  the  present,  as  a  redoubt  is  to  be  thrown 
up  at  that  place.  This  brigade  will  be  under  the  orders  of  the  division 
commander,  and  not  under  those  of  General  Kautz;  it  should  be  con 
sidered  part  of  the  reserve  force  as  regards  the  front  line. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  consider  it  of  the  highest  importance  that  as  many  ns 
possible  of  the  officers  of  the  Second  Corps  now  absent  who  are  able 
to  perform  duty  in  the  field  be  returned  at  once.  As  an  example  show 
ing  deficiency  of  officers  of  the  Second  Corps,  the  First  Division,  com 
prising  twenty-six  regiments  or  battalions,  has  only  140  officers  present, 
including  field,  staff,  and  line.  The  Second  Corps  cannot  be  relied 
upon  for  great  service  without  its  officers,  the  best  of  whom,  with  few 
exceptions,  are  absent.  With  good  officers  to  have  commanded  the 
men  I  could  have  won  a  decided  victory  at  Reams'  Station,  aside  from 
other  considerations.  The  failure  to  perform  all  that  has  been  de 
manded  of  the  troops  of  this  command  lately  has  been  owing  to  the 
great  deficiency  in  this  respect.  If  the  Second  Corps,  after  its  great 
losses,  is  to  be  relied  upon  as  a  power  this  fall  it  can  only  fulfill  expec 
tations  by  giving  it  its  best  officers.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the 
additions  being  made  to  the  command  consists  of  new  men,  who  require 
instruction,  discipline,  and  example. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WLNF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

77,  1864. 


Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  1  have  the  honor  to  recommend  the  following-named  offi 
cers  for  promotion  by  brevet  or  otherwise.  The  two  first  named  were 
omitted  from  the  list  previously  sent: 

First.  Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.  Webb  —  for  distinguished  conduct  at  Gettys 
burg,  where  he  was  slightly  wounded;  at  Bristoe  Station,  October  14, 
18(53;  at  the  battle  ot  the  Wilderness,  and  at  Spotsylvania,  May  12, 
where  he  was  severely  wounded.  To  date  from  day  of  appointment. 

Second.  Col.  G.  X.  Macy,  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  —  for 
distinguished  conduct  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  at  Deep  Bot 
tom,  August  14,  while  commanding  his  brigade  in  an  assault  on  tlie 
enemy's  works.  This  officer  lost  an  arm  at  Gettysburg,  returned  to  his 
command  when  the  army  moved  from  its  winter  camp,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  returned  to  his  command 
August  12,  1804,  and  was  again  wounded  August  14,  18(14.  To  date 
August  14,  18(34. 

Third.  Maj.  John  G.  Hazard,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery  — 
for  distinguished  services  and  good  conduct  throughout  the  campaign, 
especially  at  Cold  Harbor,  Va.  To  date  June  .'i,  1804. 

STAFF   OF   MAJOR-GENERAL   HANCOCK. 

First.  Lieut.  Col.  C.  H.  Morgan,  assistant  inspector-general,  chief  of 
staff  —  for  distinguished  and  valuable  services  throughout  the  cam 
paign,  especially  at  the  Wilderness,  and  at  Spotsylvania,  May  12. 
Brevet  colonel  from  May  0,  and  brevet  brigadier-general  from  May  12, 
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1804.  This  officer  lias  been  chief  of  staff  of  the  corps  since  the  fall  of 
18(12,  and  has  been  present  in  all  the  actions  in  which  the  corps  has 
been  engaged,  lie  has  been  several  times  recommended  for  appoint 
ment  as  brigadier-general  for  distinguished  service. 

Second.  Lieut.  Col.  Francis  A.  Walker,  assistant  adjutant-general — 
for  distinguished  service  and  good  conduct  throughout  the  campaign. 
This  officer  has  been  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  corps  since  the 
fall  of  1802.  He  was  wounded  at  Chancellors  ville  and  taken  prisoner  at 
Reams'  Station.  August  25.  To  date  from  August  25,  1804. 

Third.  Maj.  William  G.  Mitchell,  aide-de-camp — for  meritorious  and 
distinguished  conduct  and  for  gallantry  in  action,  especially  at  the 
Wilderness  May  0,  and  at  Spotsylvania  May  12,  1804.  Brevet  lieu 
tenant-colonel  to  date  from  May  6,  and  brevet-colonel  from  May  12. 
This  officer  has  been  with  me  as  senior,  aide  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  and  has  distinguished  himself  in  every  battle  in  which  I  have  been 
engaged. 

Fourth.  Capt.  1.  B.  Parker,  aide-de-camp — for  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  throughout  the  campaign.  This  officer  was  wounded  at  the 
first  Frederick sburg,  and  has  been  with  me  in  every  important  engage 
ment  in  which  I  have  taken  part  since  the  war.  To  date  May  0. 

Fifth.  Capt.  W.  D.  W.  Miller,  aide-de-camp — for  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  throughout  the  campaign.  This  officer  was  wounded  at  the  first 
Fredericksburg,  and  twice  wounded  at  Gettysburg.  He  has  been  with 
me  in  nil  engagements  since  Antietam.  Previous  to  this  he  was  on  the 
staff'  of  Major-General  Richardson.  To  date  May  12,  1804. 

Sixth.  Surg.  A.  X.  Dougherty,  medical  director — for  untiring  devo 
tion  to  the  duties  of  his  profession  and  for  his  bravery  on  the  field. 
This  officer  was  wounded  at.  the  Po,  May  10,  1804.  To  date  May  10, 
1804. 

Seventh.  Capt.  II.  IT.  Bingham,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsyl 
vania  Volunteers,  and  judge  advocate  Second  Army  Corps — for  good 
conduct  and  conspicuous  gallantry,  especially  at  the  Wilderness,  May 
0,  1804,  when  he  collected  a  considerable  party  of  stragglers  and  led 
them  against  the  enemy  with  marked  gallantry;  and  at  Spotsylvania, 
May  12,  where  he  voluntarily  took  part  with  his  regiment  in  the 
assault  and  was  wounded.  He  was  also  wounded  at  Gettysburg.  To 
date  May  0,  1804. 

Eighth.  Capt.  W.  P.  Wilson,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers — for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  throughout  the 
campaign,  especially  at  the  Wilderness,  at  Spotsylvania,  and  Reams' 
Station,  August  25.  To  date  May  12,  1804. 

Ninth.  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  Smart — for  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession  and  for  service  on  the  field.  To  date  from  day  of  appoint 
ment. 

The  dates  of  the  above  appointments  have  been  arranged  as  in  my 
opinion  the  officers  should  take  rank,  and  in  accordance  with  the  just 
claims  of  the  different  officers  for  advancement. 

STAFF   OF   THE   FIRST   DIVISION. 

Capt.  Silas  J.  Marlin,  One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  division  inspector — for  gallantry  at  Reams'  Station, 
August  25,  and  at  other  actions  during  the  campaign. 

Capt.  William  R.  Driver,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers — 
for  gallantry  at  Reams'  Station,  August  25. 
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Capt.  Nathan  Church,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Volunteers,  and  bri 
gade  inspector  First  Brigade,  First  Division — for  gallantry  in  action 
before  Petersburg,  June  16. 

First  Lieut.  John  D.  Black,  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  aide-de-cainp — for  gallantry  at  Beams'  Station,  August  25, 
1864. 

First  Lieut.  John  B.  Tlallenbeck,  Sixty-first  Pennsylvania  [New  York] 
Volunteers,  aide-de-camp,  First  Brigade,  First  Division — for  gallantry 
in  action  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  June  10,  1864. 

STAFF   OF   THE   SECOND   DIVISION. 

Capt.  A.  Henry  Embler,  aide-de-camp  and  commissary  of  musters — 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  during  the  campaign.  To  date 
August  25,  1864. 

Lieut.  Edward  M.  Du  Bois — for  gallant  services  at  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness  and  Spotsylvania.  To  rank  from  May  18,  1864. 

A  few  recommendations  have  been  received  from  the  Third  Division 
of  the  corps,  but  the  list  requires  investigation,  which  I  have  not  time 
to  give  and  include  the  list  in  this  report,  and  I  therefore  postpone  the 
matter  for  a  subsequent  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WIKFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  30.  )  Before  Petersburg,  September  17,  1864. 

The  major-general  commanding  takes  great  pleasure  in  expressing  to 
the  command  his  gratification  with  the  good  conduct  of  the  troops 
engaged  in  the  successful  affair  of  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant, 
resulting  in  the  dislodgment  and  capture  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  enemy's  picket-line,  which  had  for  a  long  time  been  in  too  close 
proximity  to  our  lines.  The  troops  immediately  engaged  were  the 
Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Biles  commanding; 
and  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers  and  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshoot 
ers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meikel,  all  of  General  De  Trobriand's  bri 
gade,  of  Mott's  division.  To  General  Mott,-who  directed  the  whole 
operation,  and  to  General  De  Trobriand,  who  was  particularly  charged 
with  its  execution,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiments  men-' 
tioned,  the  thanks  of  the  major-general  are  accorded.  Great  credit  is 
also  due  to  Capt.  H.  G.  Harrower,  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers, 
commanding  the  picket  during  the  following  night,  under  whose  direc 
tion  the  new  line  was  strengthened  and  properly  connected.  The  major- 
general  commanding  sincerely  regrets  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meikel,  Twentieth  Indiana,  and  Lieutenant  Ellsler,  Ninety-ninth  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers ;  also  the  wounding  and  death  of  a  number  of  brave 
officers  and  enlisted  men.  Those  men  who  became  detached  during  the 
night,  remaining  among  the  enemy's  pickets  during  the  following  day, 
refusing  to  surrender,  and  returning  to  their  command  at  night,  are 
thought  worthy  of  particular  mention. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  1SG4. 
Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that 
you  can  draw  in  the  brigade  from  the  Finn  house  as  soon  as  convenient 
and  let  it  return  to  its  old  camp. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  WILSOX, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  ISGi. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  FIRST  BRIGADE: 

SIR:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  a  suf- 
ricieut  number  of  regiments  from  your  brigade  to  number  800  muskets 
in  readiness  to  move  at  dark  to  the  place  occupied  by  a  portion  of  your 
brigade  on  Monday  night,  where  the  troops  will  bivouac  until  sunrise. 
A  staff  ofh'eer  from  these  headquarters  will  be  at  your  headquarters  at 
dark  and  will  conduct  the  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
A ssis tan t  A dju tan t- G encra I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  17,  186-1 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything  was  very  quiet  during  the 
night,  a  little  picket-firing  excepted. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  A  djutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  ISd-l — 12  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

In  the  temporary  absence  of  General  Warren,  I  send  you  the  follow 
ing  just  received.  I  have  also  heard  from  an  officer  of  the  Sixth  Ohio 
Cavalry  that  about  daybreak  this  morning  cattle  were  heard  by  the 
cavalry  pickets  passing  Reams'  Station.  The  voices  of  the  men  driv 
ing  the  cattle  were  distinctly  heard.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy's 
cavalry  formed  a  skirmish  line  extending  along  the  front  of  the  cavalry 
pickets  toward  the  plank  road,  evidently  to  cover  the  bringing  off  of 
the  cattle: 

CAMP  FIRST  PKXNSVLVANIA  VKTKUAN  CAVALRY  BATTALION', 

September  17,  W,4 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  R.  .1.  FALLS, 

Commandiiiy  First  Pennsylvania   Veteran  Cavalry  Battalion  : 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  iu  obedience  to  your  orders  I  went  to  the 
cavalry  line  of  the  pickets  on  the  Reams'  Station  road,  and  from  Lieutenant  Cornell, 
First  New  Jersey  Regiment,  learned  that  a  force  of  about  tweuty-nve  men,  one-half 
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or thereabouts  dismounted,  appeared  on  li is  front  ami  firod  on  his  advance  posts. 
His  pickets  fired  and  i'ell  back  300  yards,  when  they  were  re-enforced  by  Lieutenant 
Cornell,  and  in  turn  drove  the  enemy  back  and  established  his  lines  as  formerly,  since 
which  time  all  has  been  quiet  and  no  enemy  visible.  This  attack  occurred  about 
7.30  a.  in.  A  young  contraband  at  Lieutenant  Cornell's  headquarters  came  in  pre 
vious  to  this  attack  and  reports  two  brigades  of  the  enemy's  infantry  in  the  vicinity 
of  Reams'  Station. 

HIRAM  PLATT, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commamliny  Company  D. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  PENNSYLVANIA  VETERAN  CAVALRY  BATTALION, 

September  17,  1SG4. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Locke,  assistant  adjutant-general  and  chief  of 
staff,  as  the  report  of  the  officer  sent  out  by  IIM>  in  compliance  with  your  note  of  10 
a.  in. 

R.  J.  FALLS, 
Major,  Commanding  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  Battalion. 

Eespectfully, 

F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  ltf(>-l — 2.ir>  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  just  sent  in  two  deserters  from  the  Eighth  Georgia, 
who  can  give  you  a  great  deal  of  information.  Their  homes  are  near 
Atlanta.  They  say  all  the  cavalry  was  sent  oil' yesterday  to  Hampton; 
that  they  were  under  arms,  all  day  yesterday  and  night  before,  expecting 
attack  from  us;  that  they  don't  think  there  is  any  idea  of  attacking  us; 
that  they  know  Kershaw's  division  has  returned  from  the  Valley,  but 
think  no  other  of  Early's  troops. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  17,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 

The  above,  just  received,  is  sent  and  attention  called  to  the  statement 
of  the  return  of  Kershaw's  division. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  17,  1M>4 — 5.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

A  body  of  cavalry,  half  an  hour  in  passing,  has  just  passed  a  point 
on  Boydton  plank  road  two  miles  left  of  toll-gate,  going  toward  our 
right.  No  unusual  activity  in  the  enemy's  works  along  the  Boydton 
plank  road. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 
Captain,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 
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HEADQUARTERS  XINTII  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  1864 — !)  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

[  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last 
twenty  four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  77,  1864 — 2.-i5  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  DAVTES, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

GENERAL:  Your  dispatch  of  10.30  p.  in.  IGth  is  received.  When 
last  heard  of  General  Kautx,  at  about  4  or  5  p.  in.,  was  ten  miles  beyond 
Sycamore  Church  on  the  route  taken  by  the  enemy;  he  was  still  fol 
lowing.  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say  that  no  effort  should 
be  spared  to  recapture  the  cattle  so  long  as  there  is  any  chance  left  to 
do  so.  When,  in  your  judgment,  nothing  further  can  be  done,  you  can 
return.  General  Kautz  will  probably  be  up  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
by  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  77,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  arrived  in  camp  with  the  Second  Division,  having 
concluded  that  nothing  more  could  be  done,  with  a  view  to  recovering 
the  stolen  cattle.  The  force  sent  toward  Stony  Creek  and  to  the  rail 
road  last  night  succeeded  in  reaching  the  railroad  a  little  after  daylight 
this  morning.  Colonel  Smith,  commanding,  found  the  enemy  on  both 
roads.  On  the  Stony  Creek  road  he  found  the  enemy  in  considerable 
force,  so  much  so  as  not  to  justify  exposing  the  command  to  the  risk  of 
being  cut  off.  1  learned  from  a  contraband  that  the  cattle  were  taken 
over  the  Nottoway  yesterday  afternoon.  The  enemy's  intention  was 
evidently  to  take  them  to  their  lines  by  a  circuitous  route  and  keeping 
a  large  force  of  cavalry  between  us  and  them.  The  loss  in  my  com 
mand  (Second  Division)  is  about  25  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The 
officer  sent  to  communicate  with  General  Kautz  has  not  yet  returned 
and  I  have  had  no  report  from  him  since  I  left  camp.  I  will  report  in 
person  at  your  headquarters  in  a  few  hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  JR., 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — All  quiet  along  my  picket-line. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VA.  AND  1ST.  C., 

No.  25G.  j"  In  the  Field,  September  17,  1801. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

XVIII.  Brig.  den.  A.  Ames  is  hereby  granted  a  leave  of  absence 
for  twenty  days,  commencing  Monday,  September  19,  1804. 

XIX.  Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Heckman  is  hereby  temporarily  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Second  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IN  THE  FIELD,  September  17,  1864 — 3A~>  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Baltimore: 

(Care  of  Major-General  Wallace.) 

All  is  quiet  along  the  entire  line.  Yesterday  afternoon  three  bri 
gades  of  Hampton's  cavalry  turned  our  left  and  struck  cattle  corral 
about  seven  miles  below  City  Point;  captured  about  2,000  head  of  cat 
tle  and  our  telegraph  construction  party.  A  cavalry  force  was  sent 
out  to  cut  them  oil';  also,  Hancock  moved  to  intercept  them  with- a 
division  of  infantry.  The  result  is  not  yet  known.  Humor  is  that  the 
cattle  are  recaptured.  They  broke  the  telegraph  line,  so  that  we  send 
to  Powhatan.  Will  advise  further  through  General  Wallace  to  send 
you  at  Burlington.  The  line  will  be  repaired  this  evening. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


IN  THE  FIELD,  September  17,  1864 — i.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Have  you  any  information  concerning  the  captured  cattle  or  move 
ments  on  the  left? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  17,  1861 — 5  p.  m. 

Major-General  BUTLER  : 

Your  dispatch  of  4.30  received.  The  cavalry  which  I  sent  in  pursuit 
of  the  captured  cattle  has  returned,  having  found  all  avenues  of  approach 
so  strongly  held  by  the  enemy  as  to  prevent  any  attempt  on  their  part 
to  recover  the  cattle.  The  enemy  have  been  moving  their  troops  to  our 
left,  but  whether  for  offensive  purposes  or  to  resist  an  anticipated  attack 
on  our  part  it  is  impossible  to  make  out.  Our  lines,  with  the  exception 
of  the  cavalry  raid  yesterday,  have  been  undisturbed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 
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HDQRS.  DKPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  (CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  17,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  KENSKL, 

Actinij  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from  Spring 
Hill  station : 

About  500  infantry  arc  pausing  inside,  enemy's  works  toward  our  right. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant,  tiiynal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  li.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  tiiynal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  (CAROLINA, 

September  17,  IWiL     (Received  o.lio  p.  m.) 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,   Va. : 

A  deserter  from  the  Eighteenth  Virginia,  llun ton's  brigade,  Pickett's 
division,  reports  no  change  nor  appearance  of  change  in  our  front. 
Says  the  men  are  digging  wells,  building  huts,  and  matters  progress 
precisely  as  they  have  for  a  month  back.  No  orders  for  rations  have 
been  given  to  indicate  a  movement,  and  no  rumors  to  that  effect.  The 
informant  says  lie  lives  in  Petersburg  and  was  in  the  city  on  a  visit 
Friday.  I  le  is  confident  that  lloke's  division  passed  toward  their  right 
on  that  day  and  the  day  before.  He  says  that  a  lieutenant  in  that 
division,  connected  with  the  division  hospital,  told  him  that  Grant's 
cavalry  had  crossed  the  \Veldon  road  toward  the  Lynchburg  with  the 
intention  of  cutting  it.  and  lloke's  division  was  sent  to  prevent  that 
result.  A  deserter  from  Thomas'  brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  that  had 
the  right  of  Pickett's  line,  says  that  there  was  a  rumor  in  his  brigade 
that  a  North  Carolina  brigade,  cut  up  in  the  late  tights,  was  to  relieve 
them  and  they  go  to  Petersburg.  His  colonel  remarked  this  in  his 
hearing.  Both  of  these  men  are  very  intelligent.  A  couple  of  refugees 
from  Richmond  say  that  there  are  no  indications  of  Early's  moving,  and 
that  matters  in  Kichmond  are  unchanged.  You  may  be  assured,  col 
onel,  that  I  will  use  the  utmost  vigilance  to  discover  any  movement 
of  the  enemy,  aud  make  thorough  examination  of  all  deserters  and  for 
ward  you  prompt  information.  Deserters  and  refugees  all  say  that 
the  impression  is  that  Grant  is  heavily  re-enforced,  and  that  nothing 
but  defensive  movements  are  anticipated  on  the  part  of  General  Lee. 

F1IED.  L.  MANNING, 
Captain  and  Aide -de  Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

September  17,  18(11.     (Received  9.20  p.  m.) 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 

The  three  brigades  still  occupy  the  north  bank  of  the  James — Beu- 
ning's,  Gregg's,  and  Hughs'  (Tennessee)  brigades,  with  some  cavalry. 
Lieutenant  Davenport  has  returned. 

FRED.  L.  MANNING, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  17,  Ititi4.     (Received  0.20  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

Nothing  of  importance  on  my  lino.  The  enemy  opened  a  very  brisk 
artillery  tire  yesterday  morning.  1  have  lost  heavily  during  past  week 
with  regiments'  time  expiring;  two  more  are  mustered  out,  to-day.  I 
have.  just  received  an  order  to  send  Twenty-second  U.S.  Colored  Troops 
to  Dutch  Gap.  I  would  ask  to  be  relieved  of  all  the  line  to  left  of  the 
Hare  house.  My  line  is  becoming  verv  thin  and  weak. 

D.  B.  JURNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  17,  ISti-i — 2  p.  m.     (lleceived  2.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps : 

The  commanding  general  has  requested  me  to  reply  to  your  dispatch 
to  General  Williams,  and  to  say  that  he  cannot  relieve  you  from  any 
part  of  the  line  now  held  by  you.  General  Mott,  with  a  division  of 
about  5,000  men,  holds  in  trench  merits  of  about  the  same  extent  as  those 
you  hold  with  about  double  the  force.  The  Second  Division  of  the 
Second  Corps,  camped  near  the  A  very  house  and  still  farther  to  the 
rear,  is  considered  as  forming  a  reserve  for  your  corps  as  well  as  for 
Mott's  division.  Since  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  a.  division  from  your 
front  there  is  no  indication  of  an  intention  to  attack  there.  If  an 
attack  is  contemplated  by  him  it  will  probably  be  on  the  rear  of  our 
left.  He  is  apparently  concentrating  on  his  right. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  17,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Hoke's  division  has  beeu  withdrawn  from  my  front.  Bushrod 
Johnson  covers  front,  occupied  formerly  by  the  two  divisions.  Desert 
ers  say  that  he  has  gone  toward  Reams'  Station  to  General  Lee. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  17,  AV6'J — 7.4<>  p.  in.     (Received  8  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps : 

I  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say  that  an 
order  from  you  has  been  referred  to  him  directing  changes  in  position 
of  the  siege  guns,  and  that  he  has  suspended  the  order  until  he  can 
learn  from  you  the  objects  proposed  to  be  obtained  in  making  the 
changes.  The  position  of  the  siege  guns  has  always  been  determined 
at  these  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-general  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY 

September  17,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

•My  indorsement  on  paper  of  General  Hunt,  returned  to-night,  ex 
plains  that  I  was  ignorant  of  the  direct  charge  of  siege  guns  by  Gen 
eral  Hunt.  1  immediately  revoked  the  order  as  to  the  two  Parrott 
guns  that  L  ordered  moved  from  the  rear,  and  entirely  disclaim  all 
desire  of  interfering  with  General  Hunt's  duties.  I  regret  that  I  was 
not  advised  of  the  orders  in  the  matter. 

1).  B.  BIENKY, 

Major-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  128.  )          Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  17,  1864. 

1.  The  troops  composing  the  present  Third  Division  will  hereafter 
compose  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division.     Any  general  staff  officers 
on  duty  with  the  Third  Division  who  would  be  supernumerary  in  the 
brigade  organization  will  report  for  assignment  to  the  chief  of  their 
respective  departments  at  these  headquarters.    This  brigade  will  be 
treated  as  a  separate  brigade  and  report  directly  to  these  headquarters. 

2.  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  department  headquarters,  the  com 
manding  ollicer  of  the  Twenty-second  II.  S.  Colored  Troops  will  report 
with  his  regiment  to  Major  Ludlow,  aide-de-camp,  at  Dutch  Gap. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birnev: 

CHAS.  II.  G RAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutan t- General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

He/ore  Pctersbufy,   Va.,  September  17,  186-1. 

Capt.  CHARLES  II.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN  :  The  only  thing  I  have  to  report  this  morning  is  the  expend 
iture  of  281  rounds  of  ammunition,  h'rcd  at  the  enemy's  works  with  good 
effect.  Six  light  12  pounders  (Laugdon's  battery)  were  last  night 
placed  in  the  new  redoubt  on  the  right  of  General  Terry's  line,  and 
three  light  12-pounders  (Warren's)  in  the  inclosed  work  at  the  Hare 
house.  There  are  now  ten  light  12-pounders  in  reserve. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.   II.  .JACKSON, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector -General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   Va.,  September  17,  1864. 
Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  in  *ront  of  my  lines 
this  morning.     The  reserves  remain  as  at  yesterday's  report.     The 
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Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will  be  relieved  temporarily  by 
the  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers.     The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports : 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  during  last  night*  and  everything  Keems  quiet  this  morn 
ing.  The  little  tiring  done  )>y  our  men  last  night  was  caused  by  the  enemy  getting 
up  on  the  top  of  his  high  works  at  the  old  fort  and  liriug  down  on  our  men  in  the 
trenches,  making  it  quite  unsafe.  I  stopped  tho  lire  as  souu  as  1  ascertained  our 
men  were  doing  it. 

No  casualties  have  occurred^ 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VOIIIS, 
Colonel  SiMy-xcrenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  17,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours  the  lines  of  the  First  Brigade  have  been  extended  to  the 
railroad,  and  the  lines  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  Third  Brigade  con 
tracted,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  number  consequent  on  the  with 
drawal  of  parties  of  the  Forty-eighth  New  York  and  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired.  All  avail 
able  men  have  been  engaged  on  fatigue,  either  during  the  day  or  night, 
at  Avork  on  the  inclosed  works  on  the  right,  the,  second  line  on  the 
line  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  and  in  strengthening  the  front 
line  on  the  left  of  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully, 

11.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  i  HDQRS.  THIRD  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  4.  J        Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  17,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  order  from  headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps,  the 
troops  composing  the  Third  Division  Avill  hereafter  compose  the  First 
Brigade,  Third  Division.  All  .regimental  reports  will  hereafter  be 
made  direct  to  these  headquarters.  The  officers  composing  the  former 
brigade  staff  will  report  at  once  to  their  regiments  for  duty. 
By  command  of  Col.  F.  B.  Pond : 

M.  BAILEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Baxters  Mill,  September  17,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  returned  thus  far  from  the  pursuit  of  Hampton's 
forces.  I  folloAved  him  to  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  and  my  advance 
skirmished  last  night  Avith  Avhat  I  presumed  to  be  his  rear  guard  for 
some  time.  I  thought  it  possible  it  might  be  Gregg's  forces  and  fell 


CHAF.  LIV.l  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  897 

back  about  two  miles.  This  morning  I  sent  a  scout  to  the  plank  road 
and  found  no  enemy.  As  we  did  not  prepare  for  an  expedition,  most 
of  the  men  having  been  turned  out  yesterday  morning  to  repel  the 
enemy  hastily  and  before  they  had  breakfast,  1  deemed  it  prudent  to 
return,  as  the  enemy  must  have  reached  his  own  lines  early  this  morn 
ing.  He  drove  the  cattle  more  than  thirty  miles  and  very  few  were 
leit  on  the  road.  1  was  disappointed  in  not  effecting  a  junction  with 
General  Gregg's  forces.  The  route  taken  was  by  Cook's  Bridge,  coming 
into  the  plank  road  near  Major  Belcher's  house  and  about  two  miles  from 
the  Nottoway  River.  1  have  lour  or  five  prisoners  that  I  will  send  to 
the  provost-marshal-general  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  sent  a  squadron 
back  on  the  route  traveled  to  pick  up  a  few  cattle  that  broke  down 
yesterday.  Orders  will  reach  me  at  my  headquarters  near  Prince 
George  Court-House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 
Near  Prince  George  Court-House,  September  17,  1861 — 5  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  fttaff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  directed  the  picket-line  to  be  established  as  it 
was.  Has  General  Gregg  returned  to  his  headquarters  on  the  plank 
road  ?  All  I  could  hear  was  that  he  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  on 
the  plank  road  last  evening  some  distance  above  or  nearer  Petersburg 
than  where  I  struck  it,  and  that  he  fell  back  toward  Petersburg  last^ 
night.  Small  parties  of  the  enemy  are  strolling  all  through  the  coun 
try  beyond  our  lines.  I  have  directed  the  brigade  of  infantry  and  the 
battery  to  report  to  you  for  orders.  I  could  not  use  them  with  me  yes 
terday,  as  they  arrived  too  late,  and  the  distance  marched  by  my  com 
mand  yesterday  was  impossible  for  infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

year  Prince  George  Court-House,  September  17,  1861—5.30  p.  m. 
Cape.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Axs-ixtaiit  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  returned  to  this  camp  and  directed  the  picket-line 
to  be  established  as  it  was.  I  have  been  compelled  to  use  the  Third 
New  York  to  assist  in  completing  the  line.  I  followed  the  enemy  yes 
terday  until  after  10  o'clock  last  night,  and  found  him  holding  the 
plank  road  near  Major  Belcher's  house,  not  far  from  Freeman's  Bridge. 
I  hoped  to  form  a  junction  with  you  last  night.  This  morning  I  learned 
that  you  had  fallen  back  on  the  plank  road,  and,  as  the  enemy  had 
undoubtedly  readied  Stony  Creek  last  night,  I  considered  it  useless  to 
pursue  farther  with  the  small  force  I  had,  and  returned  by  the  shortest 
route  to  this  camp.  The  enemy  reached  the  plank  road  early  yester 
day  evening,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  from  Sycamore  Church.  A 
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few  stragglers  and  a  few  broken-down  cattle  was  all  the  enemy  left 
behind.  I  drove  a  small  rear-guard  from  Cook's  Bridge,  on  the  Black- 
water,  to  the  plank  road,  where  I  was  opposed  by  some  force.  I 
thought  it  possible  that  it  might  be  your  forces  that  I  was  engaging 
in  the  night,  and  not  being  able  to  ascertain  the  fact  positively,  I  fell 
back  a  mile  or  two  and  remained  till  morning.  I  then  sent  to  the  plank 
road,  and  not  finding  either  your  forces  or  the  enemy  I  returned.  I 
had  less  than  500  men,  and  only  about  half  of  these  had  carbines. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  17,  1864—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Your  note*  has  just  been  received.     The  right  of  my  line 
is  near  Davenport  Church  and  extends  to  Cocke's  Mill.     I  will  send  a 
report  of  the  raid  as  soon  as  I  can  get  the  data. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  18,  1864 — 11  p.  m.     (Received  11.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

I  deem  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  General  Kautz  has  just 
reported  information  derived  from  citizens  which  would  lead  to  the 
belief  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  force  is  on  the  Blackwater.  A 
scouting  party  from  Sycamore  Church  met  ten  or  fifteen  rebels  a  few 
miles  from  that  place.  I  have  directed  a  cavalry  reconnaissance  in 
the  morning,  but  send  you  the  above,  all  that  is  known,  as  a  dash  on 
Fort  Powhatan  may  be  designed.  No  other  indications  of  movements 
but  the  above. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  COMMISSARY, 
ARMIES  OPERATING  AGAINST  RICHMOND, 

City  Point,  Fa,,  September  18,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  R.  MORGAN: 

(Care  of  Lieut.  Col.  M.  P.  Small,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
Fort  Monroe,  Va. ) 

The  enemy  got  off  with  the  whole  herd  at  Coggius'  Point,  2,486  head. 
None  been  recaptured. 

D.  D.  WILEY, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

*  Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  QUARTERMASTER, 

September  18,  1864 — 12  p.  in. 
Col.  P.  P.  PITKIN, 

Chief  Quartermaster ',  City  Point: 

The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  massing  troops  in  front  of  General 
Kautz,  and  the  general  directs  that  a  train  of  twenty-five  to  thirty 
cars  be  held  ready  at  City  Point  for  the  purpose  of  moving  troops  to 
that  place  if  ordered  at  any  time  before  morning. 

R..K  BATCHELDER, 
Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL  GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  18,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  the  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment,  of 
Anderson's  brigade.  Field's  division,  were  forwarded  last  evening  from 
the  Fifth  Army  Corps.  Their  statement  was  not  sent  in  last  evening 
through  forgettuluess.  They  state  that  the  two  brigades  of  Field's 
division  (Benning's  and  Gregg's)  that  have  been  of  late  on  the  north  side 
of  the  James  have  rejoined  their  division,  which  is  now  on  the  south  side 
the  Appomattox  oil  the  extreme  right  of  the  enemy's  line;  that  Ander 
son's  brigade  was  not  permanently  attached  to  Wilcox's  division,  and 
still  belongs  to  Field's  division — all  reports  of  the  brigade  are  still 
made  to  General  Field;  that  their  new  line  extends  as  far  as  Reams' 
Station,  but  cannot  definitely  locate  it — it  is  to  prevent  our  advance 
on  the  South  Side  Railroad ;  that  our  deserters  reported  that  we  con 
templated  an  advance  on  the  South  Side  Railroad,  and  that  the  move 
ment  would  be  made  on  Friday,  the  lOth  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C,  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  18,  1,864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Three  deserters  from  Bushrod  Johnson's  division  have 
just  been  forwarded  from  the  Tenth  Army  Corps — two  from  the  Forty- 
third  Alabama,  Grade's  brigade,  and  one  from  Thirty-fourth  Virginia, 
Wise's  brigade.  They  came  in  about  daylight  this  a.  m.  Johnson's 
division  is  posted  from  right  to  left  as  follows:  Gracie,  Ransom,  Elliott. 
and  Wise,  extending  from  the  Burnside  mine  to  the  Appomattox.  This 
division  cannot  be  over  5,000  strong.  Informants  put  Wise's  brigade 
at  550  for  duty  and  Grade's  at  1,200.  Ransom's  is  about  1,000,  and 
Evans'  2,000  before  the  recent  tight.  They  can  give  no  additional 
information  of  other  parts  of  the  line,  and  do  not  know  where  Hoke's 
division  went  to,  except  that  it  had  gone  to  the  Weldon  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK, 
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PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 

September  18,  1864 — 8.45  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

Enemy's  camps  broken  up  in  vicinity  of  large  fort  west  of  Wei  don 
railroad,  reported  on  the  loth  instant,  are  reoccupied  this  morning'. 
All  quiet. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  18,  1804 — 9  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

At  8  a.  in.  five  regiments  of  rebel  infantry,  armed  and  equipped, 
passed  to  our  right  over  road  to  right  of  Petersburg.  The  number  of 
regiments  was  determined  by  distinct  spaces  intervening  in  the  column, 
and  by  three  or  four  horsemen  in  the  same  intervals.  About  this  same 
number,  you  remember,  passed  over  the  road  to  our  left  on  the  eve  of 
September  1C. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  18,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 
All  quiet  this  a.  m. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  18,  1864—9.35  a.  in. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  body  of  about  000  infantry  has  just  moved  into  town  from  the 
right.  They  came  from  the  woods  at  a  point  due  west  -from  this  sta 
tion.  There  is  a  small  detail  on  new  works  to-day. 

JORDAN. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THK  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  18,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Five  regiments  of  infantry  passed  toward  Butler's  front 
from  Petersburg  this  a.  m.    This  is  the  same  number  reported  going 
toward  Petersburg  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 

September  18,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  regiment  of  cavalry  and  a  section  of  artillery  came  from  the  left 
on  line  of  the  Weldou  railroad  and  moved  toward  Petersburg. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  7,v,  1864 — 11. -10  p.  m.     (Received  1  !.">(>  p.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  BKNHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  City  Point: 

Some  movements  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  reported  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sycamore  Church,  which  may  have  significance  in  connection  with 
City  Point  and  that  vicinity.  The  commanding  general  directs  that 
yon  take  command  of  the  troops  there  for  its  defense.  General  Patrick 
will  order  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  serving  in  his  depart 
ment  at  City  Point  to  report  to  yon  for  orders  in  that  connection.  A 
battery  of  artillery  was  sent  there  on  Friday. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  18,  1864.    (Received  12  p.  m.) 
Colonel  GATES, 

Commanding  Post  and  Defenses,  City  Point,  Va.  : 
COLONEL:  You  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Beuham,  at  City 
Point,  for  any  duty  connected  with  the'  defense  of  the  point.     Suspi 
cious  movements  of  the  enemy  have  been  observed  near  Sycamore 
Church. 

By  command  of  provost-marshal-general : 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Acting  Aiwixtant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  78,  1864 — !)  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  disposition  of  my  lines 
since  last  report.  There  are  about  1,800  on  fatigue  from  the  corps 
to-day.  The  brigade  at  the  Finn  house  returned  to  its  camp  yesterday. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  18,  1864—11  p.  m.     (Received  11.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General '  HANCOCK  : 

Hunt  will  send  one  of  his  reserve  batteries  to  report  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pierce.  You  had  better  keep  your  artillery  with  you.  The 
rebel  cavalry  are  reported  on  the  Black  water,  and  a  small  party,  some 
fifteen,  was  seen  and  driven  on  the  road  from  Sycamore  Church  this 
evening  at  a  point  three  miles  from  the  church.  I  don't  know  what 
they  are  up  to;  it  may  be  a  dash  at  City  Point,  or  it  may  be  an  attempt 
to  interrupt  our  communications  on  the  river. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  18,  1864—11.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Some  movements  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  reported  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sycamore  Church,  which  may  indicate  a  movement  elsewhere  or  a 
dash  at  City  Point.  General  Davies  is  directed  to  re-enforce  General 
Kautz,  to  enable  him  to  look  after  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Syca 
more  Church  and  to  concentrate  his  force  as  much  as  practicable.  The 
commanding  general  requests  that  your  command  be  put  on  the  alert, 
and  be  prepared  to  meet  any  operation  of  the  enemy. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren  and  Parke.) 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  18,  1864. 
Capt.  W.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
CAPTAIN  :  As  the  result  of  an  examination  of  the  inclosed  work  on 
the  left  of  the  plank  road  known  as  Fort  Crawford,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  in  my  opinion  the  work  in  its  present  condition  is  inca 
pable  of  a  proper  defense  with  artillery.  The  following  improvements 
seem  to  me  to  be  necessary:  First.  The  banquette  at  the  north  and 
west  faces  should  be  of  sufficient  depth  to  permit  the  use  of  artillery  at 
any  point  on  those  faces,  or  at  least  the  present  platform  should  be  so 
extended  as  to  allow  four  more  guns  on  each  face  and  facilitate  the  use 
of  those  now  in  position.  Second.  Magazines  should  be  erected  of 
sufficient  capacity  t«  contain  the  .artillery  ammunition  required  there 
by  permitting  the  caissons  of  the  light  batteries  occupying  the  work  to 
be  sent  to  the  rear,  as  they  are  not  sufficiently  covered  in  the  work. 
The  only  magazine  fit  for  present  use  is  small,  ill-drained,  and  now 
filled  with  infantry  ammunition,  and  one  situated  near  the  southeastern 
angles  is  partially  tilled  with  water  and  in  a  stinking  condition.  If  the 
magazines  were  situated  near  the  north  face  they  could  be  easily 
drained  by  tunnels.  Bomb-proofs  should  take  the  place  of  the  traverses 
at  the  western  face.  Other  improvements  than  those  above  mentioned 
would  perhaps  suggest  themselves  to  the  eye  of  an  engineer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Cap  ta  in ,  Co  m  ma  n  d  ing. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  18,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  yesterday  morning  there  has 
nothing  of  importance  transpired  in  my  front.  Everything  last  night 
was  unusually  quiet,  even  the  picket-tiring  subsided.  Two  deserters 
from  Eighth  Georgia  were  received  and  forwarded. 

G.  K.  WAKKEN, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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GENERAL  ORDP:RS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  30.  )  September  18,  1864. 

I.  The  present  opportunity  must  be  employed  to' re-establish,  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  tone  and  condition  of  the  corps,  and  all  officers  are 
urgently  called  upon  to  use  all  the  energy  in  their  power  to  instruct 
and  inspirit  their  men. 

II.  Division  commanders  are  required  to  see  that  all  articles  of  dress 
worn  by  the  men  are,  as  far  as  practicable,  uniform,  and  they  will  have 
all  articles  of  dress  out  of  uniform  replaced. 

III.  All  officers  having1  cows  and  those  having*  horses,  not  entitled  to 
them  by  regulations,  will  report  the  same  to  these  headquarters  by  the 
20th  instant. 

IV.  Brigade  drills  will  be  had  every  day  until  the  following  maneu 
vers  are  fully  comprehended :     To  face  by  the  rear  rank;  to  face  by 
the  front  rank;  to  inarch  to  the  front  in  line  of  battle;  to  march  to  the 
rear  m  line  of  battle;  to  change  front  to  rear  on  the  right  or  left  bat 
talion;  to  change  front  forward  011  the  right  or  left  battalion;  to  come 
by  right  or  left  by  tile  into  line. 

V.  All  the  pioneer  corps  of  this  corps  will  assemble  on  the  plain 
between  these  headquarters  and  the  headquarters  of  General  Ayres 
for  rigid  inspection  at  2  p.  m.  to-morrow.     Every  man  must  be  present 
with  all  he  has,  officers'  effects  included.     The  inspection  will  take  place 
without  regard  to  weather. 

VI.  Officers  must  at  once  procure  proper  insignia  to  distinguish  their 
rank,  and  these  emblems  must  be  worn  upon  the  shoulders.     The  men 
must  wear  their  proper  badges  on  their  hats. 

VII.  The  reorganization  of  the  artillery  requires  the  complete  con 
trol  of  the  chief  of  artillery  over  all  the  batteries,  and  until  further 
orders  all  special  assignments  of  batteries  to  divisions  from  these  head 
quarters  are  countermanded. 

VIII.  A  brigade  will  be  selected  for  inspection  and  review  from  each 
division  on  Thursday,  the  22d  instant,  and  any  unexplained  neglect  to 
comprehend  the  simple  maneuvers  laid  down  in  paragraph  IV  will  be 
considered  sufficient  reason  for  bringing-  the  commanding  officer  before 
a  board  of  examination. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  232.  }  September  18,  1864. 

I.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Poto 
mac,  Company  D,  First  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Cavalry,  will  at  once 
proceed  with  its  officers  and  all  its  baggage  to  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  M. 
K.  Patrick,  provost-marshal  general,  at  headquarters  Army  of  the  Po 
tomac.  If  any  of  the  men  belonging  to  this  company  are  temporarily 
absent,  on  picket  or  otherwise,  they  will  at  once  be  brought  in  to  go 
with  it. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  18.  1864 — 0  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  front  of  the  Ninth  Corps 
during1  the  past  twenty-loin-  hours. 

JNO.  (I.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  18,  18(14. 
Mtij.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  and  no  changes  on 
cavalry  line  of  pickets  during  the  past  night. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 
Brigadier-General  of   Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  18,  1804—11.20  p.  m.     (Received  12,  midnight.) 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

To  save  time,  General  Kautz  sent  direct  to  these  headquarters  reports 
from  his  officers  picketing  in  the  vicinity  of  Sycamore  Church,  that 
citizens  informed  them  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  advancing  on 
Sycamore  Church  and  also  on  Cocke's  Mill  road.  The  force  was  stated 
to  be,  in  one  instance,  a  brigade,  in  another,  a  division.  Captain  Speers 
saw  some  twelve  or  fifteen  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  road  followed 
Friday,  a  short  distance  in  front  of  Sycamore  Church.  Guerrillas  have 
always  hovered  about  there,  but  not  cavalry.  If  the  enemy  should  be 
in  some  force  there,  it  may  be  in  connection  with  a  movement  elsewhere, 
or  a  dash  at  City  Point.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you 
re-enforce  General  Kautz,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  move  out  in  that  direc 
tion  early  to-morrow  morning  and  ascertain  what  force  of  the  enemy  is 
there,  and  what  he  is  about.  The  troops  should  move  about  3  a.  m.,  so 
as  to  reach  General  Kautz  at  daylight.  The  commanding  general 
enjoins  vigilance  on  the  part  of  your  command,  and  its  concentration  as 
far  as  practicable,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  any  operation  the  enemy  may 
have  on  foot. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  18,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

GENERAL:  General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  that  in  case  of  neces 
sity  he  will  support  your  command  to-morrow  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
plank  road  with  infantry.     He  has  been  informed  that  a  part  of  your 
command  is  to  be  sent  from  this  point  to  re-enforce  General  Kautz. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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.   HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  18,  1864. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

Comd(j.  Second  I>ri(j.,  Second  Div.  Car.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
COLONEL  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  your  com 
mand  saddled  at  daylight  to-morrow  (September  11),  1804).  You  are  also 
directed  to  send  a  reconnaissance  of  about  one  battalion  to  Proctor's 
and  one  down  on  Gary's  Church  road.  These  parties  must  start  about 
one  hour  before  the  break  of  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IN  THE  FIELD,  September  18,  1864 — 12  m. 
Lieutenaut-General  GRANT  : 

(Care  of  Major-General  Wallace,  Baltimore.) 

All  perfectly  quiet.  The  cattle  were  not  recaptured.  Deserters  are 
coming  in,  all  reporting  exertions  making  to  Jill  up  the  army.  No 
change  in  disposition  of  troops  in  our  front.  No  cannonading  of  con 
sequence  during  the  morning  or  last  evening.  Line  repaired  and  work 
ing  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  18,  1864. 
Lieut,  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from  Spring 
Hill: 

A  train  of  six  freight  and  two  passenger  ears,  heavily  loaded  with  troops,  toward 
Petersburg. 

SIMONS, 
Lieutenant,  Siynal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  18,  1864. 

Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  fired  all 
day,  wounding  two  men  in  the  canal.     Am  of  the  opinion  that  the  quick 
est  and  best  way  to  stop  their  firing  altogether  is  to  send  fifty  men 
across  and  capture  their  pieces.     Think  it  could  be  done. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  18,' 1864. 
Brigadier-General  WLLLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

There  have  been  no  changes  of  troops  on  my  line.  I  have  not  been 
advised  of  the  cause  of  the  artillery  tiring.  I  would  respectfully  sug 
gest  that  the  captains  and  lieutenants  who  have  independent  authority 
to  open  tire  from  the  heavy  guns  on  my  line  should,  when  they  do  so, 
advise  my  division  general  commanding  their  line  why  they  do  so,  so 
that  I  can  learn  the  cause.  When  1  took  command  of  this  line  there 
was  a  constant,  incessant  musket  and  artillery  tire,  General  Ord  losing 
1,000  men  during  a  month.  I  have  tried  to  reduce  the  matter  to  a  sys 
tem,  and  have  opened  on  the  town  only  to  stop  the  tire  on  my  troops. 
I  think  it  will  be  found  that  less  ammunition  has  been  expended 
during  my  command  than  during  same  time  preceding,  and  troops  have 
had  more  rest  and  done  double  the  fatigue  duty. 

D.  B.  BIKNEY, 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  18,  1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  nothing  of    importance    to  report  this  morning. 
There  was  only  one  round  tired  at  the  enemy  yesterday.    Private  George 
Vanderwarker,  Battery  H,  Third  New  York,  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  18,  1864. 
Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  been  made 
in  this  command  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  The  officer  of  the 
trenches  reports  this  morning:  "The  line  was  during  the  night  very 
quiet,  nothing  worthy  of  mention  transpiring."  No  casualties  during 
the  last  twenty-four  hours.  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  18,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  has  been  no  change 
in  the  disposition  of  troops  of  this  division  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours.  A  fatigue  detail  of  200  men  has  been  engaged  at  work  on  the 
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lunette  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  one  of  300  on  the  inclosed  work 
on  my  right,  besides  details  engaged  on  various  parts  of  the  line  in 
repairing  the  banquette  and  raising  and  strengthening  the  parapet. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  V«..  September  18,  1864. 
Capt.  P.  A.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Div.,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  working  parties  on  my 
front  have  been  employed  during  the  last  twenty  four  hours  in  con 
structing  the  parapet  in  rear  of  the  present  line  and  in  collecting 
material  for  revetment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  OSBORN, 
Colonel  Twenty -fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  18,  1864—3.30  p.  m. 
Capt.  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  No  reports  have  been  received  from  the  picket-line,  and 
I  only  presume  that  all  is  quiet  from  that  reason.  1  will  see  that  the 
reports  are  resumed  as  usual.  The  losses  in  the  First  District  ot 
Columbia  Cavalry  have  rendered  it  necessary  to  put  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry  on  picket,  and  the  line  is  very  insecure,  even  with  this 
addition,  and  gives  no  reserve  to  support  the  line.  A  brigade  of  infan 
try  is  at  Prince  George  Court-House  for  the  present,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  remain  there.  I  have  called  for  the  returns  of  casual 
ties  and  reports  from  the  regiments  about  the  affair  of  the  IGth,  and 
will  forward  them  as  soon  as  received.  Cannot  some  changes  be  made 
so  as  not  to  make  the  duty  so  heavy  ?  Most  of  the  men  go  on  post 
on  alternate  days. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  18,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Stajf,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  Inclosed  I  send  you  reports  from  the  pickets,  just  received. 
I  do  not  understand  the  movement.  If  there  is  such  a  force  as  repre 
sented  it  must  be  in  connection  with  some  other  movement.  I  have 
directed  the  avenues  to  be  guarded  as  well  as  possible,  but  the  whole 
force,,  by  concentrating  all  the  cavalry  east  of  Mount  Sinai  Church,  will 
not  muster  over  500  men.  I  send  these  reports  to  your  headquarters 
to  save  time.  Please  to  notify  the  general  commanding  the  Second 
Cavalry  Division  of  the  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 
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[luclosure.] 

HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

September  18,  1864 — <S  p.  m. 
Capt.  M.  J.  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN:  Inclosed  please  find  report  from  Maj.  F.  A.  Stratton. 
Captain  Speers  sends  word  by  an  orderly  that  lie  weut  out  on  the  road  we 
went  out  on  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels  some  distance,  and  he  saw  between 
twelve  and  fifteen  mounted  rebels;  that  they  fell  back  as  he  approached 
them.  The  citizens  reported  to  Captain  Grifiin  that  a  brigade  of  rebel 
cavalry  is  advancing;  on  the  Cocke's  Mill  road.  He,  Captain  Griffin,  in 
Captain  Speers'  absence,  drew  back  his  pickets,  doubling  posts  until  he 
connects  with  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania.  I  have  ordered  him  to 
picket  to  Sycamore  and  to  re-establish  Ids  picket  on  the  road  we  went 
out.  Please  send  further  directions  if  required.  Telegraph  road  on 
my  rear  is  open  to  City  Point. 
Yours, 

SAM.  WETHERILL, 
Major  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[Sub-inolosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ELEVENTH  PENNSYLVANIA  CAVALRY, 

Near  Rollins'  House,  September  18,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Lieutenant  GULIC, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Kauiz's  Division : 
SIR:  The  First  District  of  Columbia  sent  word  to  my  outpost  before 
sundown  th.it  a  citizen  by  the  name  of  Dunn  came  in  and  reported  that 
there  was  a  rebel  brigade  at  the  Black  water;  that  he  could  hear  bugles 
and  see  camp-fires,  &c.  Sergeants  Cook  and  Smith,  of  Company  D, 
went  up  to  Sycamore  Church  about  sundown.  The  corporal  on  picket 
where  the  road  turns  to  the  right  just  this  side  of  Sycamore  told  them 
that  the  citizen  (the  same  one)  reported  a  division  about  two  miles  out, 
and  that  a  force  was  advancing  on  the  telegraph  (Fort  Powhatan) 
road.  Captain  Speers  had  gone  out  to  reconnoiter  on  the  latter  road. 
Sergeants  C.  and  S.  are  certain  they  heard  bugles  at  a  considerable  dis 
tance  while  they  were  there.  Smoke  could  be  seen,  but  whether  cainp- 
fires  or  fire  in  the  woods  was  uncertain.  I  send  you  all  the  informa 
tion  I  have,  thinking  that  you  may  not  have  received  a  report  from  Cap 
tain  Speers. 

Respectfully, 

FRANKLIN  A.  STRATTON, 

Major  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


HEADQUARTERS  KAUTZ'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION,     . 

September  18,  1864. 
Maj.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C. : 
MAJOR  :  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  com 
manding  the  department  to  the  reduction  in  this  division  by  the  trans 
fer  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  division  has  been  otherwise  reduced  by 
losses  in  battle,  expiration  of  service,  &c.,  so  much  so  that  it  will  soon 
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render  it  an  absurdity  to  call  it  a  division,  or  even  entitle  it  to  be  called 
a  brigade,  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned.  I,  therefore,  respectfully 
request  that  all  detachments  from  the  division  be  returned  to  it.  I 
also  recommend  the  mounting  and  equipping  of  the  First  Maryland 
Cavalry,  now  doing  duty  as  infantry  in  the  Tenth  Corps,  and  that  it  be 
assigned  to  this  division.  This  regiment  is  a  veteran  regiment  and  has 
been  much  discouraged  by  not  being  allowed  to  receive  their  horses. 
Colonel  Evans,  the  commander  of  the  regiment,  is  a  graduate  of  West 
Point  and  a  captain  in  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry.  I  believe  it  will  be  to 
the  interest  of  the  service  if  this  regiment  could  be  allowed  to  serve  as 
suggested. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  21,  1864. 
Approved. 
As  soon  as  horses  can  be  procured  the  regiment  will  be  mounted. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  18,  1864. 
Major  WETHERILL, 

Commanding,  tOc. : 

Watch  well  all  the  avenues  of  approach  with  what  force  you  have. 
The  general  will  report  to  army  headquarters  and  re-enforcement  will 
probably  be  sent  you.  I  will  inform  you  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  head 
quarters.  Keep  us  advised  of  every  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

M.  J.  ASCH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  19,  1864 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

A  large  part  of  the  convalescents  sent  from  Alexandria  here  belong  to 
the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps,  and  have  to  be  immediately  returned. 
Please  direct  the  commanding  officer  there  to  caution  his  provost-mar 
shal  against  making  this  mistake. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  I1.),  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Is  it  known  that  the  enemy  are  moving  on  our  left? 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864— 9. 50  a.  m.     (Received  10  a.  in.) 

Col.  C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 

Aide-dc-Camp,  City  Point: 

General  Kautz  reported  last  night  some  reported  movements  of 
enemy's  cavalry  toward  Sycamore  Church  and  Cocke's  Mill.  He  was 
directed  to  move  out  there  at  daylight  this  morning  and  look  after  the 
enemy.  Xo  report  has  been  received  from  him.  All  measures  taken 
were  simply  precautionary.  It  was  thought  probable  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  reported  movement.  The  commanding  general  requests 
me  to  say  that  he  thinks  some  more  extended  works  than  those  at  City 
Point  should  be  thrown  up,  the  space  inclosed  by  them  being  too  con 
tracted.  General  Benham  will  be  directed  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  186-1 — 1  p.  m.     (Received  3.15  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

Everything  has  been  quiet  since  my  last  dispatch  till  about  7  p.  m. 
last  evening,  when  General  Kautz  reported  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Sycamore  Church.  General  Davies 
was  immediately  ordered  to  re-enforce  Kautz  by  a  brigade  of  his  division 
and  to  push  out  and  ascertain  what  the  enemy  was  doing.  A  dispatch 
just  received  from  Kautz,  dated  12  m.,  confirms  the  previous  report  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  being  in  force  near  Sycamore  Church,  and  states 
he  is  about  sending  Colonel  Stedman's  brigade,  of  Davies'  division,  to 
reconnoiter;  no  reason  given  why  this  reconnaissance  was  not  made 
this  morning  as  ordered.  I  am.  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  this  point,  unless  a  dash  is  intended  on  our 
rear.  To  provide  against  this,  besides  the  cavalry,  I  have  placed  a 
brigade  of  infantry  on  the  Norfolk  stage  road  and  one  at  Prince  George 
Court-House,  and,  as  1  am  unable  to  extend  any  farther,  have  requested 
Major- General  Butler  to  place  a  brigade  at  the  Old  Court-House  as  part 
of  the  defenses  of  City  Point,  where  I  have  sent  a  battery  of  artillery 
and  placed  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Beuham, 
the  senior  officer  present.  The  signal  officers  have  reported  some  move 
ments  of  the  enemy  indicating  a  partial  return  of  the  troops  from  their 
right  to  left,  lloke's  division,  however,  withdrawn  from  their  extreme 
left,  has  not  returned,  according  to  report  of  deserters  in  this  morning. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

3  r.  M. 

The  foregoing  was  prepared  to  send  in  cipher  when  information  was 
received  you  were  on  your  way  up  tlie  river.  Since  writing  it  Major- 
General  Butler  has  telegraphed  he  will  send  two  brigades  to  Old  Court- 
House,  and  deserters  report  that  lloke  has  returned  to  the  left  and  is 
lying  in  reserve  in  rear  of  Bushrod  Johnson.  I  have  directed  the  engi 
neers  to  examine  the  vicinity  of  Old  Court-House  for  the  location  of 
a  work  which  shall  be  part  of  a  line  either  to  Prince  George  Court- 
House  or  to  Point  of  Rocks,  in  case  it  should  be  desirable  to  hold  either 
of  these  lines. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864 — 1.15  p.  m.     (Eeceived  1.25  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  COMSTOCK, 

Aide-de-Camp,  City  Point: 

General  Kautz  reports  that  Captain  Speers,  on  duty  at  Sycamore 
Church,  in  his  morning  report,  states  that  the  enemy  are  in  his  front 
in  force,  but  all  was  quiet.  Colonel  Stedman,  in  command  of  the 
brigade  sent  General  Kautz  at  daylight  this  morning,  has  been  directed 
to  look  after  the  enemy  there,  and  a  report  is  expected  from  him.  this 
afternoon. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  September  1!>,  186-1. 
Major  General  MEADE: 
Have  just  returned. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864 — 5  p.  m.     (Received  5.20  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  return.  I  sent  a  dispatch  at  3  p.  m.,  since 
which  time  nothing  has  been  heard  from  General  Kautz's  reconnaissance, 
though  his  last  dispatch  seemed  to  intimate  a  doubt  as  to  the  presence 
of  the  enemy  in  force  near  Sycamore  Church,  though  it  was  twice 
reported  by  Colonel  [Captain]  Speers.  In  view  of  the  large  amount  of 
property  about  City  Point,  and  extending  for  some  distance  outside,  I 
deemed  it  prudent  to  ask  General  Butler  to  send  a  spare  brigade,  if  he 
had  one,  to  Old  Court-House.  He  telegraphed  in  reply  he  would  send 
two.  As  nothing  seems  to  have  been  developed  to-day,  I  think  one  bri 
gade  will  be  ample.  As  you  have  returned,  however,  I  will  leave  this 
question  to  you. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864 — 5.20  p.  m.     (Received  5.30  p.  in.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  send  a  dispatch*  just  received  from  Kautz.  It  appears  Captain 
Speers'  report  last  evening,  repeated  this  morning,  is  not  confirmed  by 
Colonel  Stedman's  reconnaissance,  and  that  there  has  been  no  enemy 
in  that  vicinity  since  the  cattle  raid.  I  would,  however,  suggest,  if  it 
meets  your  views,  one  of  Butler's  brigades  being  retained  for  awhile  at 
Old  Court-House,  for  I  notice  by  the  Richmond  paper  of  to-day  that 
very  highly-colored  accounts  are  given  of  the  stores,  &c.,  at  City  Point, 
and  a  sudden  dash,  such  as  was  made  the  other  morning,  if  made  dur 
ing  the  night,  might  occasion  trouble. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  Kautz  to  Humphreys,  4  p.  m.,  p.  932. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  19,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  E.  PATRICK, 

Provost-Marshal- General,  d'C. : 

You  will  please  report  to  these  headquarters  the  names  and  probable 
or  positive  method  of  desertion,  if  the  same  has  been  or  can  be  ascer 
tained,  of  all  deserters  who  may  hereafter  arrive  at  this  point  from  the 
North.  It  is  particularly  desired  to  have  reported  such  as  have  deserted 
to  the  enemy  and  by  him  sent  through  to  the  North. 
By  command  of  Lieuteuant-Geueral  Grant: 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  1'J,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Our  men  returned  from  over  the  river  this  morning, 
having  met  an  agent  who  left  Kichmond  yesterday  afternoon,  from 
whom,  and  from  two  refugees  brought  out  of  Kichmond  by  the  agent, 
and  to  our  lines  by  our  men,  the  following  is  obtained:  As  careful  an 
inquiry  as  possible  has  been  made  into  the  movement  of  guns  said  to 
have  recently  taken  place  about  Petersburg.  It  is  believed  that  some 
eleven  very  heavy  guns  were  taken  from  their  positions  about  Peters 
burg;  that  part  of  them  were  put  in  position  on  Drewry's  Bluff,  and 
part  upon  a  new  line  which  has  been  laid  out  between  Petersburg  and 
Kichmond.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week  it  had  been  rumored  that 
General  Early  was  to  be  called  to  Kichmond  to  answer  a  charge  of 
drunkenness.  Nothing  more  was  heard  of  this,  but  General  Early  was 
in  Richmond  on  Wednesday,  when  it  was  understood  that  a  council  of 
general  officers  was  held  at  Mr.  Davis'  house.  All  the  prominent  gen 
erals  from  General  Lee's  army  and  in  Richmond  were  present.  The 
following  rumors  as  to  what  passed  are  given  for  what  they  are  worth: 
It  was  said  that  General  Early  insisted  upon  more  men  being  sent  to 
him  if  he  was  ordered  to  hold  the  Valley;  that  General  Lee  also  very 
strenuously  pressed  the  fact  that  without  re-enforcements  he  would  be 
unable  to  hold  his  lines  or  meet  the  expected  extension  of  the  Union 
lines;  that  it  was  admitted  that  a  part  of  the  rebel  lines  are  mere  skele 
tons;  that  at  Chesterfield  particularly  the  line  had  been  weakened  to 
such  an  extent,  in  order  to  strengthen  the  enemy's  right,  as  to  make  it  a 
common  subject  of  conversation.  It  was  said  ito  be  agreed  that  Early 
should  not  return  from  the  Valley  unless  necessitated  to  do  so  by  an 
attack  here  which  could  not  be  repelled,  and  that  if  Early  should  not 
be  able  to  get  down  in  time  they  were  then  to  fall  back  to  the  new  line 
between  Petersburg  and  Richmond.  It  is  understood  that  the  battalions 
composed  of  men  employed  in  the  Government  works  are  to  be  called  out 
and  put  in  the  service  for  sixty  days,  to  be  replaced  as  far  as  possible 
by  wounded  soldiers,  deserters  from  our  army,  and  prisoners  taken 
from  us  who  are  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confed 
erate  States.  The  work  at  Dutch  Gap  occasions  a  great  many  rumors 
and  some  uneasiness,  as  the  people  cannot  learn  what  it  is  expected  to 
accomplish.  It  is  said  that  a  floating  obstruction  is  being  built  to  be 
placed  at  Cox's  Ferry  in  case  the  work  at  Dutch  Gap  oil  our  part 
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should  prove  to  be  a  success,  and  that  a  very  large,  anchor  has  been 
sunk  at  the  upper  obstructions  to  enable  the  gun-boats  to  be  warped 
through  them  when  it  shall  be  necessary  for  them  to  retire  up  the  river. 
Our  agent  had  information,  which  he  believes  to  be  reliable,  that  the 
torpedo  party,  who  had  been  doing  nothing  for  two  or  three  weeks,  left 
Richmond  on  Saturday  night  with  a  wagon-load  of  torpedoes,  and  it 
was  expected  that  they  would  attempt  to  put  them  in  the  water  some 
where  between  the  mouth  of  the  Chickahominy  and  Jamestown  Island. 
This  information  w.is  obtained  from  an  officer  of  the  rank  of  captain, 
who  has  been  out  with  the  torpedo  party  several  times  before,  and  who, 
on  Saturday,  upon  being  asked  about  some  preparations  for  departure, 
gave  the  above  as  the  reason.  Papers  brought  by  the  men  are  in 
closed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  II.  SHAKPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Ten  deserters  have  just  been  forwarded,  representing 
Wise's,  Scales',  and  Thomas'  brigades.  Three  from  Scales'  brigade, 
Thirty-eighth  Xorth  Carolina  llegiment,  report  that  their  brigade  is 
lying  across  the  Weldon  railroad  directly  in  front  of  the  lead-works, 
with  McGowan  and  Lane  on  the  right.  This  comprises  all  of  Wilcox's 
division  excepting  Thomas'  brigade,  which  is  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Appomattox.  A  deserter  from  the  Thirty-fifth  Georgia,  Thomas'  bri 
gade,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Tenth  Army  Corps  at  10  a.  in.  yes.ter- 
day.  He  reports  that  his  brigade  (Thomas')  extends  from  the  Appo 
mattox  at  a  point  opposite  Beauregard's  line  to  Pickett's  division,  a 
distance  of  four  miles.  This  is  the  only  brigade  between  the  above 
points.  Deserters  from  Forty- sixth  Virginia,  Wise's  brigade,  report 
no  change  on  their  line  up  to  daylight  this  a.  m.,  when  they  came  in. 
Hoke's  division  had  returned  from  the  right  and  went  into  camp  yes 
terday  about  noon  in  a  ravine  about  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  Bushrod 
Johnson's  division.  No  other  movements  determined  from  the  exam 
ination. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TUE  POTOMAC, 

September  1! 
Colonel  SUARPE, 

City  Point: 

Deserters  from  Scales'  brigade  locate  Wilcox's  division  on  right, 
Scales'  across  the  Weldon  railroad  at  lead-works,  and  Lane  and 
McGowau  to  right.  Thomas'  brigade  holds  line  from  Pickett's  division 
to  point  on  Appomattox  opposite  Beauregard.  Hoke's  division  returned 
from  the  right  yesterday  morning  and  is  now  in  camp  half  a  mile  to  rear 
of  Johnson's  division  in  a  ravine.  Seven  deserters  from  Wise's  bri 
gade  to-day. 

J.  C.  BJABCOCKj. 

58  R   K — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  19,  1&64.     (deceived  7.45  p.  in.) 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 

I  find  on  north  side  of  the  James — Bonn  ing's  brigade,  of  800  men; 
Gregg's,  of  about  the  same  number,  and  Bush  rod  Johnson's  old  brigade, 
of  not  over  000  or  700  men;  also  the  City  Battalion  and  one  brigade 
of  cavalry.  In  our  immediate  front  is  Pickett's  division  entire,  of  not 
over  3,500  men  (probably  not  over  3,000),  and  Thomas'  brigade,  of  Wil- 
cox's  division.  All  the  information  I  can  get  fully  confirms  yours  as 
to  the  hard  times  existing  in  the  Confederacy.  The  general  sent  to 
night  by  Major  Mulford  to  Richmond  for  your  man.  The  boat  will 
leave  Bermuda  Hundred  to  go  up  to-morrow.  The  letters  you  sent 
will  go  with  her. 

JOHN    I.   DAVENPORT, 
Lieutenant,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Assistant  Provost- Marshal. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  plank  road  station  reports: 

The  enemy  is  working  in  considerable  force  upon  a  new  line  of  earth- works  con 
nected  with  the  fort  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  and  extending  south  ward  as  far  as 
can  be  seen  from  here;  are  also  working  in  small  force  at  different  points  along  our 
whole  front.  One  hundred  and  sixty  infantry  have  just  passed  southward  along  the 
Weldoii  railroad.  Camps  unchanged. 

FULTON. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Siynal  Officer. 
(Copy  to  General  Hancock.) 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

The  enemy  is  using  the  Weldon   railroad   from  the  lead-works  to 
Petersburg. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

I  have  a  tree  from  which  I  can  see  the  lead- works  and  half  a  mile 
of  the  enemy's  works  to  the  right  of  them;  can  see  a  small  village 
composed  of  about  ten  houses  about  two  miles  south  of  Petersburg; 
saw  a  few  wagons  passing  through  the  village  this  a.  in.  Cannot  find 
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any  open  country  to  the  left  of  General  Warren's  position.  Can  see 
cars  passing  the  lead-works,  and  of  a  clear  day  1  think  will  be  able 
to  look  into  the  town  of  Petersburg. 

WARTS, 
Lieutenant,  Signal  Officer. 


WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  .1!),  1861 — 11.15  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Si  final  Officer: 

Four  regiments  of  infantry  just  passed  open  space  near  Whitehead's 
Factory,  going  toward  enemy's  left. 

H.  W.  HOLM  AX, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  lookout,  at  the  Walthall  house  station  reports  four 
regiments  of  infantry  having  passed  beyond  Whitehead's  Factory  going 
toward  the  enemy's  position  in  front  of  Butler. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  19,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
The  following  has  beeu  intercepted: 

9  A.  M. 

Colonel   R[RENT], 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

All  quiet  this  a.  m.     One  gun  boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  15.) 

11.20  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[REXT]  : 

One  battery  oi'  artillery  drilling  in  open  .space. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

2  P.  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT]: 

Five  wagons  passed  Point  of  Rocks  going  toward  lower  pontoon.     Steamer  just 
gone  down  the  river. 

J.  A.  S. 

(Same  toA.B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  19,  1864 — 6  p.  in. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.    Enemy  still  at  work  on  the  breast-works  to  the 
right  of  Fort  Clifton.    The  following  was  just  intercepted: 

Colonel  B[RENT]  : 
All  quiet  this  p.  m.     Two  gun-boats  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  W,  1861 — (J  p.  in. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 
The  following  was  intercepted : 

Colonel  B[RKNT]  : 

One  company  of  cavalry  came  from  Prince  George;  passed  on  military  road  rear  of 
Battery  5,  going  toward  City  Point.  Fifteen  wagons  passed  on  same  road  going 
toward  enemy's  front,  and  twenty-six  wagons  passed  on  road  east  of  Jordan's  house 
going  toward  City  Point. 

J.  Q.  ETHEREDGE. 

(Same  to  A.B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  19,  1804 — (5.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

A  new  camp  has  appeared  in  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill,  and  from  the  style 
of  the  tents  (A-tents)  and  the  number  of  them  I  think  it  is  the  same 
which  moved  from  west  of  Whitehead's.  Ordinary  fatigue  parties  on 
new  works  to-day.  T\vo  or  three  small  detachments  of  infantry  on  dif 
ferent  roads  and  several  small  trains  moving  in  different  directions 
comprise  all  the  movements  noticed  in  enemy's  lines. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  19,  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL  :  The  following  reports  are  respectfully  forwarded : 

WAI.THALL  HOUSE. 

The  camps  to  our  right  of  Fort  Clifton  have  considerably  increased.  \  party  of 
200  or  300  men  were  strengthening  that  line  of  works  during  the  day.  A  new  earth 
work  is  being  built  southwest  of  Petersburg. 

STATION  N*,A/V  THK  FIIIKND  HOUSE. 
A  new  camp  has  appeared  in  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS.  )     WAR  DEPT.,  ADJT.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  300.  )  Washington,  September  H>,  /,%'/. 

******* 

51.  Maj.  John  Hancock,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report 
in  person,  without  delay,  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for 
assignment  to  duty. 

******* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEXD, 
Assistant  A  ajutan t-  Genera I. 


CITY  POINT,  September  JO,  186-i — 12.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  of  11.40  [p.  ni.  18thj  received.  Colonel  Gates,  who  is 
now  with  me,  reports  that  he  has  only  thirty-five  mounted,  which  he  is 
now  sending  out  on  a  reconnaissance.  A  squadron  of  cavalry,  if  it 
can  be  spared,  would  be  desirable  here. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  H).  LMii — /  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  at  City  Point: 

Kautz's  cavalry  are  picketing  at  Sycamore  Church  and  Cocke's 
Mill,  and  he  will  move  out  there  in  the  morning  with  considerable 
force  to  look  after  the  enemy.  There  is  no  cavalry  that  can  be  sent 
you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Htaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  18M—10  a.  in.     (Received  10.25  a.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  City  Point: 

The  commanding  general  considers  .the  works  at  City  Point  too  con 
tracted,  and  directs  that  you  make  the  necessary  examinations  for 
throwing  up  an  intrenched  line,  giving  considerable  more  space  around 
the  Point  for  the  depots,  camps  of  employe's,  &c.,  and  submit  a  project 
for  the  necessary  works. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864—2.20  p.  m.     (Received  2.30  p.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  BENIIAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  City  Point: 

The  object  of  the  presence  of  some  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  about 
Sycamore  Church  not  having  been  yet  developed,  the  major-general 
commanding  has  requested  Major-General  Butler  to  send  some  infan 
try,  to  be  posted  in  the  vicinity  of  Old  Court- House  on  Bailey's  Creek, 
to  serve  under  your  orders.  General  Butler  has  directed  two  brigades 
of  infantry  to  report  to  you,  and  informs  the  commanding  general  that 
he  will  or  has  telegraphed  you  to  send  a,  staff  officer  to  meet  the  troops 
and  conduct  them  to  the  position  they  are  to  occupy.  The  officer  at 
Sycamore  Church,  in  his  morning  report,  stated  that  some  force  of  the 
enemy  was  in  front  of  that  place,  but  that  everything  was  quiet. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864 — 2.50  p.  m.     (Eeceived  3  p.  in.) 

Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  City  Point: 

Major  Micliler,  acting  chief  engineer,  has  been  directed  to  throw  up 
a  redoubt  in  the  vicinity  of  Old  Court-Holism  that  will  serve  as  part  of 
a  line  from  Prince  George  Court-House  to  the  Old  Court- House,  and 
also  as  part  of  a  line  from  Point  of  Rocks  to  same  place.  The  engineer 
officers  will  call  on  you  for  details  for  working  parties  from  the  force 
sent  to  occupy  that  point.  Please  furnish  such  as  may  be  required. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  September  19,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 

(Received  7.15  p.  m.) 
General  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  was  received  about  thirty  minutes  ago,  as  also  one 
previously  from  General  Butler.  Both  came  to  me  while  I  was  out 
selecting  line  of  defense  according  to  your  order  received  about  noon. 
I  at  once  ordered  an  aide  to  pontoon  bridge  to  meet  the  troops,  with 
directions  to  post  the  largest  brigade  at  Old  Court  House,  with  one  regi 
ment  in  advance  at  the  fork  of  the  roads,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  south 
of  Bailey's  Creek,  and  the  smaller  brigade  at  Batte's  house,  one-third  of 
a  mile  west,  with  one-half  of  a  regiment  in  advance  on  Bailey's  Creek 
crossing  and  one-half  regiment  on  its  right  on  the  west.  In  the  recon 
naissance  I  have  made  I  have  selected,  by  your  order  received  at  noon, 
as  the  best  line,  and  such  as  will  keep  an  enemy  full  two  miles  from 
City  Point  at  the  least,  on  our  right,  the  line  from  Bailey's  Creek 
lower  crossing  by  Old  Court-House,  the  Knox  house,  and  thence  north 
along  the  second  ridge  for  this  camp,  with  a  redoubt  on  the  third  ridge 
opposite  the  north  end  of  the  second  ridge,  which  covers  the  cavalry 
hospitals  and  all  our  camps  from  right.  T  reconnoitei'ed  for  an  advance 
line,  in  case  it  should  be  required,  and  this  should  start,  if  required,  in 
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my  judgment,  from  Old  Court-House  to  the  west  and  northwest  by 
Peterson  Batte's  to  Cobb's  house,  passing  either  by  the  west  of  Temple 
house  ruins  or  on  the  ridge  one-third  of  a  mile  south  of  those  ruins. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT,  September  19,  1864 — 7.30  p.  m. 
General  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

1  have  just  learned  from  a  messenger  sent  to  Point  of  Rocks  that 
the  two  brigades  from  General  Butler  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge 
between  0  and  7  o'clock,  and  are  now  moving  to  the  positions  assigned 
them.  My  aide  informs  me  that  these  brigades  together  do  not  amount 
to  1,500  men.  and  they  may  not  be  over  1,200. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


CITY  POINT.  September  19,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

General  Ben  ham  is  now  out  to  select  the  position  for  new  works,  by 
order  of  General  Humphreys.  There  are  GGO  men  in  this  brigade — 
Colonel  (rates  has  about  400  colored  troops  and  200  white;  there  is 
also  a  Maine  battery  here  with  four  guns  and  120  men. 

C.  CLAPP, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 
City  Point,  ^'a.,  September  19,  186-1 — 12.30  a.  m. 
Major  OTIS, 

Commanding  Dismounted  Camp: 

I  am  directed  by  General  II.  AY.  Benham  to  say  to  you  that  he  has 
just  received  intelligence  from  the  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  are  making  some  movement  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sycamore  Church.  This  information  is  sent  you  that  you  may  be  on 
the  alert,  and  if  you  deem  it  expedient  send  your  horses  to  this  place. 
If  by  any  possibility  you  have  any  mounted  men  it  is  very  desirable 
either  that  you  send  them  out  yourself  or  order  them  to  report  to  me 
here  for  orders  for  scouting. 
Respectfully, 

CHAINING  CLAPP, 

Assistan  t   Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  September  19,  1864 — 1  a.  m. 
Capt.  E.  J.  STRANG: 

The  general  commanding  has  received,  as  commander  of  the  post 
here,  information  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  that  the 
enemy's  cavalry  are  making  a  demonstration  in  the  vicinity  of  Syca 
more  Church.  He  sends  you  this  intelligence  that  yon  may  be  in  readi- 
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ness  to  run  your  stock  within  the  lines  if  necessary ;  perhaps  the  surest 
method  of  doing'  this  will  be  along  the  beach.     Will  you  please  inform 
him  if  you  have  any  mounted  men  that  can  be  sent  out,  and  also  if  you 
receive  any  intelligence  otherwise  than  through  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAINING  CLAPP, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864 — 12.30  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  I  have  2,700  men  detailed  for  fatigue 
to-morrow  morning. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  1!),  1864 — 12.55  a.  m.     (Received  1  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  information  respecting  the  enemy's  cavalry  is  not  so  positive  or 
definite  as  to  require  more  than  the  general  precautions  mentioned. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staft'. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  If),  1  $(>-!. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

No  material  change  in  my  lines  or  disposition  of  troops  since  last 
report;  2,700  men  on  fatigue  duty  this  morning  constructing  defenses 
and  railroad  cut. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  If),  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  find  this  morning  that  the  brigade  at  the  Court- House  had  a  battery 
during  the  night.  My  acting  chief  of  artillery  reported  that  there  was 
no  battery  there,  but  it  appears  that  when  the  horse  artillery  was  with 
drawn  yesterday  the  division  commander  sent  down  his  battery  again. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  W,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Pierce,  at  Prince  George,  is  not  very  large, 
and  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  for  General  Hunt  to  withdraw  his 
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battery  now,  as  eight  guns  arc  rather  more  than  the  brigade  can  take 
care  of.  Colonel  Smyth  is  now  here,  and  if  yon  accede  to  the  suggestion 
he  will  order  the  battery  to  report  to  General  Hunt. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  186-1.     (Sent  10.45  a.  m.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK. 

Commanding  /Second  Corps  : 

The  commanding  general  accedes  to  the  suggestion  that  the  battery 
sent  to  the  brigade  by  General  Hunt  be  ordered  back  to  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 

Lieutenant  BENYAURD, 

Engineer  : 

To-morrow  I  wish  yon  would  look  at  the  embrasures  on  the  southwest 
side  of  the  fort,  on  the  plank  road,  hitherto  known  as  Fort  Crawford. 
You  will  find  the  embrasures'  do  not  admit  of  a  sufficient  field  of  fire. 
None  on  the  south  side  can  see  so  far  to  the  left  as  the  angle  of  Fort 
Alexander  Hays.  All  the  embrasures  on  that  side  require  widening  on 
the  left-hand  face,  and  on  the  other  side  also,  and  some  of  them  both 
ways.  I  do  not  know  who  is  in  charge,  but  I  venture  to  predict  that  a 
nice  engineer  would  condemn  the  direction  of  the  left  face  of  the 
redoubt  building  in  front  of  the  Westbrook  house — that  is,  if  I  under 
stand  the  object  of  that  redoubt.  See  Michler  about  it;  he  will  know. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  AEMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864 — i.30  a.  m. 

Maior-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

One  of  our  outposts  just  sent  in  reports  having  heard  a  heavy  rum 
bling  of  wheels,  as  if  artillery  was  moving.  The  Fourth  South  Carolina 
and  Sixth  North  Carolina  Cavalry  are  just  put  on  picket.  The  call 
(boots  and  saddles)  has  been  blown.  Frequent  tinkling  of  cow  bells  as 
if  their  pickets  were  being  posted. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Davies.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  everything-  was  very  quiet 
in  my  front  during  yesterday  and  last  night.  One  deserter  from  Thirty- 
eighth  North  Carolina  was  received  last  night  and  two  more  from  same 
regimeut  this  morning.  They  are  now  on  their  way  to  army  headquar- 
tors 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- Gen eral,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

I  am  trying  all  I  can  to  excite  the  energy  and  soldierly  pride  of  this 
corps,  and  I  think  it  would  help  the  whole  army  very  much  to  publish 
an  order  from  your  headquarters  saying  what  battles  may  be  inscribed 
on.  the  regimental  flags  by  those  present  in  them  since  you  have  com 
manded  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  also  authorizing  all  men  in 
those  battles  to  wear  the  battle  chevron  for  each  battle  they  were  in. 
A  board  might  be  appointed  in  each  corps  to  carry  out  the  order  by 
deciding  whether  the  regiment  was  entitled  to  the  honor.  The  oper 
ation  would  be  immediate  and  would  be  better  than  to  have  a  report 
made  and  claims  submitted,  which  would  take  considerable  time. 
Eespectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  W,  1864 — 8  p.  m.     (Received  1)  p.  m.) 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

I  will  reply  fully  to  your  telegram  in  reference  to  inscribing  battles 
on  flags  so  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  what  has  been  done  previously  in 
this  matter  and  what  are  my  powers  in  the  premises.  I  am  under  the 
impression  the  War  Department  alone  has  the  power  to  give  the  nec 
essary  permission. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1864. 

Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  in  my  front  during  the  last  twenty-four 
hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

Monday,  September  19,  1861—8.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Pursuant  to  orders  received  last  night,  tlie  First  Brigade 
of  this  division  started  at  3.15  a.  m.  to  report  to  Brigadier-General 
Kautz,  leaving  their* picket-line  established,  taking  1,000  men.  At  4 
a.  m.  I  dispatched  a  force  to  patrol  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  as  far  as 
Proctor's  farm,  and  also  a  party  from  Gary's  Church  to  move  in  the 
direction  of  Reams'.  Neither  of  these  have  as  yet  reported  back.  3Iy 
pickets  report  all  quiet.  A  small  party  of  dismounted  men  approached 
my  outside  vedettes  on  the  Weldou  railroad  soon  after  daylight  and 
asked  for  an  exchange  of  papers;  said  they  would  not  fire,  if  our  men 
would  not,  and  fell  back.  I  will  forward  reports  from  the  patrols  as 
soon  as  received. 
Respectfully, 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  forward  herewith  report  received*  this  a.  m.  from  Gen 
eral  Kautz,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  brigade  sent  him  this  a.  m. 
is  now  engaged  in  ascertaining  the  position  and  movements  of  the 
enemy.  From  his  reports  of  his  present  force  and  his  picket-line,  I 
presume  he  has  been  unable  to  use  more  than  that  brigade  in  moving 
after  the  enemy  while  keeping  up  his  picket-line.  Colonel  Stedinan 
commands  the  brigade  sent  him. 
Respectfully, 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  W,  1864—12.15  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  inclose  you  copy  of  dispatcht  just  received  from  General  Kautz, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  force  sent  him  this  a.  m.  has  not  been 
used  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  enemy  reported  to  be  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sycamore  Church.  It  was  expected  that  you  would  give 
the  necessary  instructions  to  General  Kautz,  as  he  is  under  your  orders 
and  receives  instructions  from  these  headquarters  direct  only  when 
some  emergency  requires  it.  He  was  advised  by  me  last  night  that 
you  would  re  enforce  him  for  the  purposes  specified,  so  that  he  might  be 
prepared  in  time,  as,  from  the  distance  between  you,  he  could  not  be  if 

"See  Kautz  to  Weir.  11.30  a.  in.,  p.  931. 
tSee  Kautz  to  Humphreys,  12  in.,  p.  931. 
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he  received  the  intimation  from  you.  But  it  would  appear  from  his 
note  that  he  received  no  orders  to  that  effect.  The  commanding*  gen 
eral  directs  that  orders  to  the  effect  of  those  indicated  last  night  be 
given  to  General  Kautz  if  it  has  not  been  already  done. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  DAVTES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  Kautz  finds  no  enemy  in  front  of  Sycamore  Church,  and 
reports  that  he  will  send  back  the  brigade  of  the  Second  Division.  The 
commanding  general  considers  that  the  picket-line  should  be  re-adjusted, 
so  that  Kautz  will  be  charged  with  picketing  from  the  Blackwuter  to 
the  James,  or  rather  watching  the  avenues  of  approach  between  them. 
By  keeping  orderlies  at  the  telegraph  office  at  Second  Corps  head 
quarters  I  can  communicate  with  you  more  rapidly  than  by  orderlies 
from  here. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  tfcc.  .• 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  received  a  report  from  General  Kautz, 
through  one  of  my  staff  officers  whom  I  sent  over  to  ascertain  in  regard 
to  his  movements.  The  whole  country  beyond  Sycamore  Church  has 
been  examined  in  every  direction  from  four  to  five  miles,  and  no  trace 
of  any  force  of  the  enemy  met.  General  Kautz  does  not  believe  in  the 
fact  of  any  force  having  been  there.  I  inclose  General  Kautz's  report 
just  received.* 

Respectfully, 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  JR., 

Brigadier-General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 

Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps: 
The  scouting  party  sent  out  on  the  Gary's  Church  road  has  returned; 
found  no  enemy.    All  remains  quiet  this  morning  on  the  line. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

*  See  Kautz  to  Weir,  4  p.  m.,  p.  932. 
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HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Div.,  Cavalry  Corps: 
In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Second  Cavalry 
Division,  a  battalion  of  the  First  Maine  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Capt. 
John  A.  Heald,  left  camp  at  .'>.oO  this  a.  in.  and  proceeded,  via  Lee's 
Mill,  to  Proctor's.  At  Temple's  Shop  met  a  rebel  picket,  whom  they 
charged  and  drove  back  to  a  small  reserve  between  that  point  and 
Proctor's.  There  a  few  shots  were  exchanged,  when  the  party  ned, 
leaving  in  our  possession  two  carbines,  several  haversacks,  cartridge- 
boxes,  and  shelter-tents.  They  were  closely  pursued  as  far  as  Proctor's. 
The  battalion  halted  at  Proctor's  and  sent  out  scouting  parties  on  the 
different  roads  in  that  vicinity,  but  saw  no  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


CITY  POINT.  VA.,  September  19,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Please  send  me  an  approximate  report  of  the  number  of  men  for 
duty  between  the  James  and  Appoinattox. 

T.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

September  19,  1864— G. 20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

We  have  4,500  infantry  (old  troops),  4,000  new  Pennsylvania  troops, 
2,500  negro  troops  at  Deep  Bottom  and  1,000  at  Dutch  Gap.  T-.vo 
brigades  of  1,000  each  have  gone  across  river  to  City  Point,  now  on  the 
march. 

BENJ.  1<\  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864 — 1  p.  m.     (Received  1.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

I  send  you  a  dispatch*  just  received  from  General  Kautz,  the  first 
since  last  night  when  I  telegraphed.  Colonel  Stedman  commands  the 
brigade  of  cavalry  sent  to  Kautz  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  what  the 
enemy  were  about.  I  had  expected  this  information  would  be  obtained 
this  morning.  1  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy  at  this  point  unless  a  dash  at  our  rear  is  intended.  I  have 
placed  a  brigade  of  infantry  on  the  Norfolk  stage  road  and  another  at 
Prince  George  Court-House,  but  have  no  troops  to  extend  any  farther. 
I  would  therefore  suggest  if  it  meets  your  views,  and  you  have  any 
troops  to  spare,  that  for  the  present  a  brigade  be  sent  to  occupy  Old 

*  See  Kautz  to  Humphreys,  12  in.,  p.  931. 
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Court- House  ami  assist  in  resisting  any  dash  on  City  Point.  Should 
this  suggestion  be  adopted  I  would  respectfully  request  the  brigade 
commander  be  directed  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Benham,  in  com 
mand  of  the  defenses  of  City  Point.  There  is  nothing  else  of  impor 
tance  transpiring  here. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

September  1!),  186-1 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Dispatch  received.     I  have  ordered  two  brigades  of  General  Heck 
man's  division  to  proceed  at  once  toward  the  Old  Court-House  and 
report  to  General  Beuham.     I  have  also  ordered  General  Benham  to 
send  a  staff  officer  to  meet  the  troops  at  Point  of  Rocks  road  and  direct 
their  march  upon  the  point  agreed  upon  between  you  and  him. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

September  1'J,  1HG1 — 1.20  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Defenses,  City  Point: 

I  have  ordered  two  brigades  to  cross  the  river  at  pontoon  bridge,  to 
inarch  toward  the  Old  Court-House  and  report  to  you.  You  will  send  a 
staff  officer  to  the  Point  of  Rocks  road  to  direct  the  inarch  of  the  troops 
upon  such  points  or  point  as  may  be  desired,  upon  the  information  or 
direction  of  General  Meade. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


'  CITY  POINT,  September  19,  1861 — 1.50  p.  m. 
General  BUTLER: 

Your  dispatch  received  2.30  p.  in.  while  I  was  out  on  a  reconnaissance. 
I  sent  an  aide  to  the  pontoon  bridge  to  direct  the  largest  brigade  to 
take  post  at  Old  Court-House  and  the  smaller  at  Batte's  house  in  good 
supporting  distance,  one-third  of  a  mile  apart. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  19,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  continued  to 
fire  at  intervals  during  the  day,  slightly  Avounding  one  or  two  colored  and 
one  of  the  light  battery  men.  The  latter  was  struck  in  the  leg  by  a  piece 
of  shell  fired  from  a  light  gun  opened  by  the  rebels  this  forenoon.  It 
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was  soon  silenced,  and  did  no  otlter  damage.     My  men  are  generally  in 
good  health.     I  believe  Major  Ludlow  intends  to  carry  out  my  sugges 
tion  of  sending  over  fifty  men  to  capture  the  enemy's  piece  to-night. 
Am  to  protect  the  crossing  with  the  light  pieces. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LI.  II.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS   TENTH   ARMY   CORPS,      • 

/September  19,  186-1. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Command  in  f)  Department  : 

There  was  nothing  new  on  my  line  yesterday.  Everything  seems 
very  quiet  on  the  part  of  the  enemy;  no  firing  on  my  front.  I  had 
thought  some  of  riding  over  to  see  you  to  day ;  if  you  will  be  at  home  i 
will  do  so. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1S6-L 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  enemy  have  opened  this  morning  from  the  large  gun  reported  as 
being  placed  recently  in  position.  This  gun  is  a  7-inch  Brooke,  not 
columbiad,  and  fires  very  effectively  into  the  fourteeu-gun  battery  at 
Fort  Wilcox.  Traverses  will  have  to  be  put  up  at  once.  I  would  sug 
gest  that  two  of  theSO-pounder  Parrotts  in  the  rear,  near  Jordan's  house, 
be  placed  in  the  fourteen-gun  battery  to  silence  it,  or  that  the  Rodman 
guns  be  moved  to  the  proper  position  in  the  battery  to  control  its  tire. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m.     (Received  1.25  p.  m.) 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

Your  dispatch  is  received,  and  instructions  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  have  been  given  to  the  chief  engineer  and  chief  of  artillery. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  send  six  deserters  up.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  new.  They  all 
confirm  withdrawal  of  Hoke's  division  from  opposite  my  right,  and  that 
Bushrod  Johnson  covers  the  line  hitherto  occupied  by  Hoke. 

D.  B."  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  19,  186-1 — 2M)  p.  m.     (Received  2.45  p.  111.) 

Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps : 

It  is  reported  from  the  provost-marshal-gcneral's  office  that  deserters 
from  Wise's  brigade  state  that  IToke  returned  yesterday  at  noon  and 
lies  in  rear  of  Johnson  in  a  ravine. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  19,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

There  is  nothing  to  communicate  from  my  liue. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY. 

Major- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div..  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  {September  19,  1861. 

Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

SIR:  The  rebels,  aided  by  atmospheric  influence,  raised  the  very 
devil  with  our  auditory  nerves  during  the  night,  but  anomalous  as  it 
may  appear  they  were  unusually  quiet  in  our  brigade  front.  Xo  un 
usual  circumstances  occurred  worthy  of  notice  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  I  give  copy  of  the  substantial  part  of  the  report  of  officer 
of  the  trenches : 

Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  in  our  front.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  vedettes 
tell  1110  they  have  not  had  any  tiring  on  our  brigade  line,  and  that  the  enemy  have 
been  more  quiet  than  ever. 

Very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  19,  186-1. 

Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  my  command  within  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.  Yesterday  being  Sunday  there  was  no  fatigue 
details  except  for  policing-  purposes.  The  trenches  are  clean  and  in 
excellent  order. 

Very  respectfully,  yours. 

R,  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1'.),  1SG1. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

The  officers  011  my  picket  line  report  trains  as  running  all  night  last 
night  on  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad.  As  the  atmosphere 
was  damper  than  usual  and  I  could  hear  much  plainer  than  usual  the 
musketry  firing  in  front  of  Petersburg,  it  is  possible  this  fact  may  have 
made  the  noise  of  passing  trains  more  noticeable,  but  I  think  it  proper 
to  report  the  matter. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 

Major- General. 


HATCHER'S,  September  W<  1861 — 5.30  p.  in. 
Major  General  BUTLER: 

We  have  about  -1,000  infantry  besides  the  new  regiments,  which  will 
number  something  over  3,000;  1,200  artillery,  This  does  not  include 
the  two  brigades  sent  to  City  Point. 

JOHN  GIBBOX, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  JAMES, 

September  10,  1861. 
Major-General  GIBBON, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Arjny  Corp#: 

GENERAL:  I  have  read  the  communication  of  your  chief  of  artillery, 
with  your  indorsement  thereon,  of  the  14th  instant.  The  difficulties 
suggested  therein  I  trust  are  not  insurmountable.  That  you  may  under 
stand  the  exact  condition  of  matters,  a  short  statement  of  the  history 
of  the  organization  of  the  artillery  upon  our  line  may  be  necessary. 
Colonel  Abbot,  of  the  First  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery,  was  ordered 
to  report  to  me  iu  charge  of  the  siege  train  of  the  Armies  operating 
against  Richmond,  and  it  was  requested  by  the  lieutenant-general  that 
he  should  be  put  in  charge  of  all  the  heavy  artillery.  Therefore  it  was 
arranged  in  organizing  this  command  that  so  far  as  supplying  the 
guns  in  position  with  ordnance  stores  and  ammunition  and  general 
supervision  of  the  artillery  on  the  line,  the  line  should  be  under  charge 
of  Colonel  Abbot,  he  making  reports  when  called  upon  to  the  corps 
commanders  and  to  these  headquarters.  But  in  all  matters  of  using 
artillery,  of  directing  its  action,  and  its  disposition  in  action,  of  course 
the  entire  control  would  be  under  the  corps  commanders.  This  has 
been  found  to  work  well  and  without  trouble  up  to  now.  I  hold  Colonel 
Abbot  responsible  that  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition  is  always  kept 
up  in  the  several  redoubts  and  batteries  where  there  is  artillery  in 
position.  I  should  not  suppose  that  any  troops  would  be  moved  with 
out  your  orders.  If,  however,  this  is  not  satisfactory  I  would,  on  con 
ference  with  you,  see  what  modifications  of  the  present  arrangement 
could  be  made.  I  would  be  happy  to  confer  with  you  upon  the  subject 
at  any  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  j  Commanding. 

5p  E  R^yoL  XLII,  PT  n 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  10,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  STANNARD, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  J  am  instructed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  corps  have  been  ordered 
away  temporarily,  and  that  in  case  the  enemy  should  threaten  an 
attack  you  will  have  to  send  a  portion  of  your  force  to  the  support  of 
General  Heckmau.  General  Heekmau  will  be  directed  to  call  upon  you 
for  troops  in  case  of  need. 
Very  respectfully, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  1'.),  186-i, 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  HECKMAN, 

Commanding  /Second  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  order 
two  strong  brigades  of  your  division  to  march  at  once,  via  Point  of 
Rocks  bridge,  to  City  Point,  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Benham  at 
the  latter  point.  A  staff  officer  from  General  Benham  will  probably 
meet  the  command  at  Point  of  Rocks;  if  not,  it  will  proceed  direct  to 
City  Point,  a  staff  officer  being  sent  on  to  announce  the  command  to 
General  Benham.  As  great  dispatch  is  required,  the  command  must 
move  without  wagons  of  any  kind  and  three  days'  rations  be  sent  after 
them  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  READ, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

City  Point,  Va.,  September  ll>,  186-1. 

General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  near  Sycamore  Church  : 

Having  been  directed  by  General  Meade  to  take  command  of  the 
defenses  at  this  point,  and  understanding  that  you  are  now  at  the  front 
near  Sycamore  Church,  where  the  enemy  are  supposed  to  be,  I  shall 
be  obliged  if  you  will  send  me  word  as  to  the  entire  disappearance  of 
the  rebels  from  your  front,  or  as  to  the  probabilities  of  their  approach 
from  that  direction  at  any  time.  I  would  suggest  that,  if  you  have 
anything  to  communicate  to  headquarters,  perhaps  the  quickest  way 
would  be  to  send  direct  to  the  telegraph  office  here  and  have  the  dis 
patches  sent  over  the  wires.  I  ofi'er  this-  merely  as  a  suggestion,  not, 
knowing  your  facilities  of  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  19,  1861 — :;  p.  m. 
Brigadier  ( leneral  BENHAM  : 

GENERAL:  The  reconnaissance  in  the  vicinity  of  Sycamore  Church 
lias  returned,  and  report  that  there  has  been  no  enemy  in  that  vicinity 
since  last  Friday.     There  is  nothing  in  my  front  except  rebel  scouts 
that  annoy  the  pickets  at  times. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.? 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

September  19,  1861 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Capt,  II.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  The  reports  in  from  the  picket-lines  show  all  to  be  quiet 
along  the  line.  Captain  Speers,  at  Sycamore  Church,  reports  the  enemy 
in  force  in  his  front,  but  says  they  made  no  offensive  demonstrations. 
I  have  directed  Colonel  Stedinan  to  ascertain  what  this  force  is,  and 
what  it  is  doing  there.  My  report  of  the  scout  on  the  l(5th  will  be 
sent  you  this  afternoon  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared.  All  of  the  sub 
ordinate  reports  are  notlin  yet.  I  will  also  transmit  my  report  of  the 
extent  and  nature  of  my  line  at  the  same  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  19,  1861 — 12  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  Captain  Speers.  stationed  at  Sycamore  Church,  in  his  re- 
port  this  morning,  reports  the  enemy  in  force  in  his  front,  but  that  they 
made  no  demonstration  against  his  line  last  night,  and  that  all  is  quiet. 
I  have  directed  Colonel  Stedinan  to  ascertain  more  particularly  the 
nature  and  strength  of  the  enemy's  force,  and  will  probably  know  more 
about  it  this  afternoon. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  1861 — 1~>.35  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  Your  note  of  12  m.  was  received  with  some  surprise  by 
the  commanding  general,  as  it  was  expected  that  the-  force  sent  you  at 
3  a.  m.  would  have  enabled  yon  to  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  from 
Sycamore  Church  this  TOOrmngr-asat  was  sent  for  that  purpose. 
^^''5-'  -;.:    ~^>^\     A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

^hjfor- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

<±.  .  //  ' 
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HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  19,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  regret  that  I  misunderstood  tbe  purport  of  your  note. 
I  presumed  that  the  force  was  to  be  held  in  reserve  to  await  a  develop 
ment  of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy,  as  they  must  be  some  distance 
from  here.  I  have  and  still  consider  any  force  in  that  position  as 
rather  mythical.  I  will,  however,  go  down  at  once  and  look  after  them 
in  person. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  19,  1864 — i  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  I  proceeded  down  the  stage  road  toward  Sycamore  Church 
and  met  Colonel  Stedman  returning.  He  reports  that  there  is  no  enemy 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sycamore  Church,  and  that  there  has  not  been  any 
there  since  Friday.  1  have  directed  Colonel  Stedman  to  report  back  to 
his  division  witli  his  command.  I  will  investigate  Captain  Speers' 
reports  and  ascertain  how  far  he  was  justified  in  reiterating  his  report 
of  last  night  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  19,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
Capt,  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
CAPTAIN:  I  directed  Colonel  Stedman  to  move  his  force  down  on  the 
stage  road  and  send  a  small  force  to  reconnoiter  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sycamore  Church.  As  I  anticipated,  he  found  no  enemy,  nor  has  any 
been  seen  there  since  last  Friday.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Stedman  to 
return  to  his  camp  and  report  to  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  KAUTZ'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  19.  1864. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
CAPTAIN  :  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  com 
manding  the  cavalry  to  the  state  of  the  picket  line  held  by  my  command. 
Commencing  on  the  right,  in  the  vicinity  of  Davenport  Church,  there 
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is  a  continuous  line  of  pickets  extending;  eastward  by  Baxter's  Mill  to 
Mount  Sinai  Churrh,;  thence  across  to  Rollins',  on  the  Powhatan  stage 
road,  and  down  the  road  to  Sycamore  Church  and  Cocke's  Mill,  a  dis 
tance  in  all  its  windings  of  nearly  tifteeii  miles.  To  perform  this  duty 
I  have  three  regiments  and  what  is  left  of  the  First  Districtof  Columbia 
Cavalry,  in  all  not  more  than  1,400  men.  This  line  is  maintained  by 
posting  half  of  the  command  on  alternate  days.  It  is  nevertheless  to.) 
extended  to  prevent  small  parties  and  individual  spies  and  scouts  from 
passing,  and  quite  a  number  have  been  killed,  wounded,  or  by  the 
enemy  captured  in  the  past  mouth.  These  captures  were  only  dimin 
ished  by  dismounting  the  men  and  posting  them  as  infantry.  The 
restlessness  of  the  horse  revealed  the  sentinel's  position  in  the  night  to 
the  lurking  foe,  who  generally  were  on  foot  and  made  their  attacks  from 
the  inside  of  the  line.  When  it  becomes  necessary  to  dismount  the  men 
and  separate  them  from  their  horses  to  perform  their  duty,  it  seems  to  be 
a  legitimate  duty  of  infantry,  and  it  would  be  economy  to  perform  all  the 
duty  that  can  be  done  with  infantry  by  that  arm.  The  duty  is  very 
fatiguing  to  the  command  and  does  not  accomplish  its  object — that  is, 
keeping  out  scouts  and  spies.  It  would  be  much  less  fatiguing  to  my 
command  to  occupy  the  main  avenues  of  approach  and  communication 
by  frequent  patrols.  To  make  the  line  effective  against  small  parties,  as 
well  as  to  give  warning  and  retard  the  advance  of  a  large  force,  my 
command  should  either  be  materially  increased  or  the  length  of  the 
line  reduced.  The  seasons  of  inactivity  should  be  devoted  to  the  recu 
peration  and  discipline  of  cavalry.  The  maintenance  of  such  long 
picket-lines  for  weeks  at  a  time  by  cavalry  exclusively  is  destructive  of 
discipline  and  ruinous  to  the  horses,  and  destroys  its  efficiency  for  sud 
den  and  quick  movements,  which  1  consider  to  be  the  legitimate  duty 
of  our  cavalry.  It  is  too  expensive  an  arm  of  service  to  be  wasted  away 
and  broken  down  for  defensive  purposes  that  can  be  as  well  or  better 
performed  by  infantry,  with  the  assistance  of  a  relatively  small  force  of 
mounted  men  to  carry  intelligence.  Our  cavalry  camps,  necessarily 
weak  in  themselves,  are  by  the  present  system  placed  beyond  all 
intrenched  lines,  and,  when  attacked  suddenly,  are  at  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry, 
the  records  of  the  regiment  are  lost.  I  do  not  submit  these  suggestions 
in  a  spirit  of  complaint;  the  necessities  of  the  service  justify  all  devia 
tions  from  established  rules,  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  represent  my 
command  as  it  is,  in  order  to  relieve  myself  from  the  responsibility  of 
any  consequences  that  may  result  from  conditions  that  may  possibly 
not  be  altogether  unavoidable.  At  present  there  are  no  reserves;  a 
small  force  can  dash  through  at  almost  any  point  of  the  line,  and  to 
pursue  them  a  portion  of  the  line  must  for  the  time  being  be  abandoned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  Y.  KAUTZ, 
Krigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  19,  1864. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER, 

Fort  Powhatan: 

The  enemy's  cavalry  are  reported  in  force  on  the  Blackwater.     Keep 
a  sharp  lookout. 

B.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-  G eneral,  Comman ding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  19,  1864 — 10.05  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  SHEPLEY. 

Norfolk,  Va.  : 

I  have  ordered  one  company  of  the  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  to 
report  to  you  at  Willianisburg.  1  have  also  ordered  the  remains  of  the 
Wisconsin  regiment,  about  100  men,  to  report  to  you  for  duty  to  relieve 
the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  as  jail  guards,  the  men  of  which 
will  be  ordered  to  join  their  regiments.  1  would  not  at  present  relieve 
the  negro  troops.  The  question  of  our  right  to  employ  negro  troops  as 
a  provost  guard  in  the  city  of  Norfolk  must  be  fully  settled  by  perfect 
quiet  before  we  can  consent  to  relieve  them. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1SG4.     (Received  9..Y>  p.  in.) 
General  SHEPLEY, 

Norfolk,  Va.: 

The  enemy's  cavalry  is  reported  in  force  on  the  Black  water.  Keep 
a  sharp  lookout,  as  it  is  barely  possible  they  may  make  a  dash  toward 
Portsmouth. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Actiny  Chief  of  Staf. 


NORFOLK,  VA.,  September  19,  1804. 
Brigadier-General  VOGDES. 

Commanding  Defences,  dr.,  Portsmouth,  Va.: 

GENERAL:  The  enemy's  cavalry  is  reported  in  force  on  the  Black- 
water.  Keep  a  sharp  lookout,  as  they  [may]  make  a  dash  upon  your 
lines. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sheplev: 

WICKHAM  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- (feneral. 


WASHINGTON,  1).  ("•.,  September  so,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Genera]  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

You  recollect  the  answer  you  wrote  to  the  letter  of  the  President  I 
took  to  you  at  Culpeper.  The  copperheads  charge  that  the  President 
has  interfered  with  your  arrangements,  but  that  correspondence  com 
pletely  contradicts  the  charge,  and  the  publication  would  justify  both 
you  and  the  President.  Have  you  any  objection  to  its  publication  f 
Please  answer  by  telegraph. 

E.  B.  WASIIP.rUXE. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  20,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
The  Richmond  Sentinel  of  to-day  has  the  following; 

A  slight  ripple  of  excitement  was  produced  here  yesterday  by  the  report  that  a 
Yaukee  raiding  party  was  advancing  on  Gordonsville,  and  were  within  a  lew  miles 
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of  that  place.  The  result  of  all  our  inquiries  on  this  head  is,  that  this  report  orig 
inated  in  the  fact  that  early  yesterday  a  party  of  Yankee  raiders,  whose  number  is 
not  known,  visited  Kapidan  bridge,  and  alter  destroying  it  proceeded  to  Liberty 
Mills,  rive  or  six  miles  above,  which  they  also  destroyed.  From  this  latter  plaee  they 
are  supposed  to  have  gone  back  to  L'ulpeper. 

TT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  20, 
Major-General  MEADE: 

General  Lee  claims  in  an  official  dispatch  that  in  driving  back  our 
pickets  on  the  left  they  captured  90  men  from  us.  In  the  cavalry  tight 
lie  claims  to  have  captured  300  prisoners,  a  large  amount  of  horses,  and 
some  arms,  besides  2..100  cattle.  The  ease  with  which  our  men  of  late 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  would  indicate  that  they  are  rather 
willing  prisoners. 

IT.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutcn  «  n  t-  Genera  /. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  XO,  1864.     (Sent  9.10  a,  in.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

1  have  sent  to  Warren  and  Davies  for  official  reports  of  their  losses 
on  the  10th  and  17th  instant.  Warren's  loss  in  the  reconnaissance  of 
the.  10th  was  slight,  but  on  the  17th,  simultaneously  with  the  cavalry 
raid,  a  dash  was  made  along  the  whole,  length  of  Warren's  picket-line, 
and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  they  picked  up  a  number  of  prisoners. 
Kautx  lost  nearly  the  whole  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry 
besides  many  of  his  pickets;  his  estimate,  however,  was  not  as  large  as 
Lee  reports,  300. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  20,  isoi—ii  a.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

General  Gregg  told  me  on  the  way  up  to  Baltimore  that  his  division 
of  cavalry  now  numbered  6,000  for  duty.  This  gives  us  a  cavalry  force 
of  over  9,000  men  all  told.  1  want  such  disposition  made  of  the  cav 
alry  at  once  as  will  give  from  3.000  to  4,000  ready  for  a  service, which  I 
will  make  known  to  you  either  by  letter  or  by  calling  on  you. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1864 — 11  a.  m.     (Received  11.13  a.  m.) 

Lieutenant-Genera  I  GRANT: 

I  have  nothing  of  particular  importance  to  report  this  morning 
beyond  what  has  already  been  communicated  in  special  dispatches. 
The  enemy  yesterday  opened  from  a  heavy  gun,  said  to  be  a  7  inch 
Brooke  placed  in  their  second  line  on  Cemetery  Ridge  back  of  the  mine. 
Measures  are  being  taken  to  K  ply  to  this  piece  and  silence  it.  There 
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seems  to  be  reliable  evidence  that  Hoke's  division  has  returned  to  the 
left  of  the  enemy's  line,  but  instead  of  resuming  its  former  position  in 
the  trenches  it  is  massed  in  rear  behind  Cemetery  Kidge. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

•Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  20,  1861 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Lieutenant  General  GRANT  : 

I  propose  to  visit  you  at  City  Point  to-day  if  you  are  going  to  be 
at  your  quarters  and  you  have  no  objection. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
M a  jo  r-  General,  Coinm  an  ding. 


CITY  POINT,  September  20,  1861. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  shall  be  at  home  all  day  and  will  be  glad  to  see  you  here.    Admiral 
Porter  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Xavy  will  be  here. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC. 

September  20,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT : 

General  Gregg's  last  official  report  for  the  10th  instant  gives  the 
aggregate  present  for  duty,  officers  and  men,  ;i,S!)8.  Kautz  does  not 
make  any  returns,  but  I  understood  from  him  that  his  four  regiments 
averaged  about  400  for  duty.  As  one,  the  First  District  of  Columbia, 
has  been  nearly  destroyed  in  the  recent  raid,  I  should  estimate  Kautz 
at  not  more  than  1,500  effectives;  this,  allowing  for  increase  of  re 
cruits  since  last  return,  would  give  at  the  outside  about  5,500  for  all 
the  cavalry  available  for  duty.  I  will  instruct  Generals  Davies  and 
Kant/  to  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  for  your  orders.  In  the 
absence  of  these  orders  I  do  riot  know  of  any  different  disposition  ex 
cept  to  concentrate  Davies'  division,  about  4,000,  and  leave  the  picket 
ing  from  the  infantry  left  to  Kautz. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 

I  have  called  for  returns  from  Davies  and  Kautz  to  date. 


WALTHALL  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  20, 186  i — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FlSHER,  Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.  The  enemy  still  working  on  breast- works  to  our 
right  of  Clifton  and  on  fort  southwest  of  the  town.  The  following 
has  been  intercepted : 

10  A.  M. 

Colonel  B[HENT]  : 

The  camps  to  our  left  of  open  space  have  decreased,  only  nine  tents  remaining. 
One  gun- boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 
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12.45. 

Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  brigade  of  infantry  came  from  Bermuda  Hundred  and  stopped  on  open  space 
to  our  left  of  Cohh's  and  are  now  drilling.  Eleven  wagons  passed  open  space  going 
to  the  enemy's  front  in  Chesterfield. 

J.  Q.  E. 
(Same  to  A.  ».) 

IT.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  20,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS. 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  camp  and  wagon  park  heretofore  seen  in  western  sub 
urbs  of  Petersburg  have  disappeared.  A  train  of  about  forty  wagons 
passed  southward  on  the  road  west  of  city  at  2.30  this  p.  m.  About  500 
men  came  into  the  city  from  the  southwest  and  moved  toward  the  works 
opposite  Tenth  Corps  front.  A  large  number  of  horses,  supposed  to  be 
artillery  horses,  observed  daily  being  taken  to  water  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pocahontas,  have  not  been  seen  since  last  Saturday. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  <nid  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  18V 4. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposition  of  my  troops  or  lines 
since  last  report,  except  such  as  are  going  on  under  charge  of  the 
engineer  department.  1  have  about  2,400  on  fatigue  duty. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2<>,  IXdi — J. ,35  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second   Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  the  cavalry 
picket-line  from  the  plank  road  to  the  vicinity  of  Davenport  Church. 
The  cavalry  picket-line  crosses  the  plank  road  near  the  church. 
The  Ninth  Corps  will  picket  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road — that  is,  the 
right  looking  south.  The  cavalry  will  picket  from  Davenport  Church 
toward  the  James.  The  exact  point  of  connection  with  the  cavalry 
should  be  mutually  agreed  upon.  These  directions  are  to  be  carried 
out  immediately. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  186L 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Do  you  intend  that  my  pickets  are  to  be  put  as  far  out  as  the  cavalry 
are?  I  so  understand  from  the  order.  Please  tell  me  where  Daven 
port  Church  is.  I  do  not  find  it  on  any  map  I  have. 

WTNFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  ~><),  iwi-l — .=;  p.  />/.     (Received  3.15  p.  m.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

It  is  intended  by  General  Meade  that  your  pickets  should  he  about 
on  the  line  of  the  cavalry  pickers,  which  it  is  understood  cross  the  plank 
road  near  Gary's  Church.  Davenport  Church  is  on  the  road  from  Mount 
Zion  Church  to  Lee's  Mill,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  southwest  of  the 
Norfolk  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  xo,  186-1.     (Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS  : 

As  my  picket-line  is  about  four  miles  in  front  of  my  troops,  I  think 
it  would  be  well  to  have  one  of  my  brigades  out  near  the  intrenchment. 
As  the  picket-line  is  situated  now,  if  a  break  occurs  we  might  not  hear 
of  it  until  the  enemy  are  in  our  camps,  as  the  shots  could  not  be  heard. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  xo,  186 1.     (Received  7.30  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff : 

Has  there  been   any  authoritative  designation  of  the  forts  and  bat 
teries  f 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

Major-General . 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  ISM — .s  p.  m.     (Received  8.0.~>  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Com  m  a  H  dim)  Second  Corps'  : 

Yes.    The  commanding  general  says  send  a  brigade  to  the  rear  line 
of  intrenchments. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — The  list  and  sketch  of  batteries  and  redoubts  has  not  been  sent 
in  as  complete  yet. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1861 — 8.10  p.  in.     (Received  8.50  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Davies  is  directed  to  send  out  detachments  to  be  posted  in 
front  of  the  infantry  pickets  on  the  main  road,  so  as  to  give  timely 
notice  to  them  of  the  approach,  of  the  enemy.  The  commanders  of  the 
detachments  are  to  be  put  in  communication  with  the  commanders  ot 
the  infantry  [tickets  in  front  of  which  they  are  posted. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren  and  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  20,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK: 

A  salute  of  100  guns  is  to  be  fired  at  sunrise  to-inorrow  from  the  guns 
bearing  on  the  enemy  on  General  Butler's  line,  on  General  Birney's 
line,  and  on  the  portion  of  the  line  occupied  by  General  Hancock's 
troops,  in  honor  of  General  Sheridan's  victory  in  the  Shenaudoaii 
Valley. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Asfti-xtan t  Adj titan t- General. 

(Same  to  Major-Generals  Warren  and  Parke  and  Brigadier-General 
Davies.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY'  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1M4 — 10.15  p.  m.     (Received  IO.L'0  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  picket-line  south  of  the 
rear  line  of  works  be  so  modified  to-morrow  morning  as  to  run  from 
the  vicinity  of  Robertson's,  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  easterly,  crossing 
the  plank  road  near  Wascher's  or  Lucado's,  thence  past  C.  Brown's  to 
vicinity  of  Davenport  Church.  The  line  best  adapted  to  the  purpose 
to  be  selected  between  the  points  named. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren  and  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m.     (Received  10.35  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

General  Parke  is  directed  to  have  his  pickets  connect  with  yours  at 
the  point  designated  this  afternoon. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864 — 11.15  p.m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  think  proper  to  inform  you  that  a  cavalry  officer  reported  to  an 
officer  of  General  Miles'  staff  that  the  enemy's  infantry  had  tired  upon 
our  cavalry  picket  on  the  Reams'  Station  road  this  evening.  1  do  not 
know  whether  this  is  to  be  credited  or  not,  but  give  it  for  what  it  is 
worth. 

WIN  FT)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  20,  1864 — 8.45  p.  m.     (Received  10  p.  in.) 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps : 

I  have  relieved  the  cavalry  pickets  from  the  plank  road  to  the 
Davenport  Church.  I  am  informed  that  your  pickets  are*  one  mile 
to  my  rear,  where  they  strike  the  plank  road.  This  will  leave  the 
Reams'  Station  road  open  and  expose  my  pickets  to  be  taken  in  rear. 
I  also  understand  that  General  Ferrero  was  out  the  plank  road  this 
evening  to  the  point  where  the  cavalry  pickets  crossed  it,  and  consid 
ered  it  too  far  to  the  front  for  the  infantry  pickets.  It  is  between  three 
and  four  miles  to  the  front  of  our  line,  but  I  referred  the  matter  this 
afternoon  to  General  Meade,  who  directed  that  the  infantry  pickets 
should  be  placed  about  on  the  line  picketed  by  the  cavalry. 

WINF'b  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  to  General  Humphreys.) 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864. 
General  HANCOCK: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  will  direct  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
left  of  my  picket-line  to  connect  with  and  cover  your  right  on  the  plank 
road.  When  the  left  of  my  line  was  posted  the  position  was  shown  to 
an  officer  of  your  command. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864.     (Received  11  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

One  of  my  staff  officers  will  start  out  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  locate 
our  picket-line  on  the  line  indicated  in  dispatch  from  headquarters 
Army  of  the  Potomac  of  10.15  p.  m.  and  establish  a  connection  with 
your  right  on  the  plank  road.  My  line,  as  occupied  this  evening,  con 
forms  nearly  with  the  line  indicated. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

GENERAL:  Major-General  Hancock  has  directed  me  to  say  that  he 
has  been  informed  from  army  headquarters  that  you  would  send  out 
detachments  of  cavalry  to  be  posted  in  front  of  the  infantry  pickets  on 
the  main  roads,  and  that  the  commander  of  these  detachments  should 
be  put  in  communication  with  the  commander  of  the  infantry  pickets. 
The  general  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  the  commander  of  his  pick 
ets  will  be  found  to-night  at  Brown's  house,  where  the  picket-line  crosses 
the  Lee's  Mill  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  MITCHELL, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  31.  )  September  20,  1864. 

I.  The  Court  of  Inquiry,  of  which  Capt.  R.  Bruce  Ricketts,  First 
Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  is  president,  convened  by  Special  Orders, 
No.  218,  current  series,  headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  to  examine 
into  and  report  upon  the  loss  of  one  gun  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Bat 
tery,  during  the  engagement  of  August  23,  1804,  at  Reams'   Station, 
Va.,  give  the  following  as  their  opinion  thereon:  In  the  opinion  of  the 
court  no  blame  is  imputable  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  loss  of 
one  gun  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Battery  in  the  action  of  August  25, 
1804. 

II.  The  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  in  the  foregoing  case, 
having  been  submitted  to  the  major-general  commanding,  are  approved. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

WM.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  20,  1864. 
Lieut.  WILLIAM  N.  CHAMBERLIN, 

Commanding  First  Xeic  Hampshire  Battery: 

LIEUTENANT:  The  captain  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that  he 
directs  you  to  report  with  your  battery  to  General  Miles,  commanding 
First  Division,  to  accompany  a  brigade  going  into  a  position  near  the 
Finn  house,  at  daylight  to  morrow  morning,  the  21st.  You  will  report 
in  person  to  General  Miles  to-night  for  instructions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864. 
General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  furnish  a 
detail  of  500  men,  suitably  olMcered,  for  picket.    The  picket  is  intended 
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to  relieve  tli e  cavalry  picket  from  the. plank  road  over  to  Davenport 
Church,  the  rig-lit  resting  on  the  plank  road.  The  detail  will  inarch  by 
the  headquarters  of  the  cavalry,  where  a  staff  officer  of  the  cavalry 
will  be  found  to  go  with  the  officer  commanding  the  detail.  If  the  offi 
cer  in  charge  of  the  detail  be  sent  to  these  headquarters  he  will  receive 
further  instructions. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  WILSON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  yesterday  or  last  night;  all  very  quiet.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
pickets  on  the  road  running  west  from  Vaughan  asked  for  some  of  our 
orders  respecting  deserters.  A  parcel  was  sent  out  to  them  yesterday 
afternoon. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  20,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  Richmond  papers  claim  that  your  losses  in  the  affairs  of  the  Kith 
and  17th  amounted  to  between  60  and  80.  The  commanding  general 
desires  that  you  will  report,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  your 
losses  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  on  those  occasions. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

I  notice  in  the  order  of  General  Sherman  he  orders  Atlanta  to  be 
inscribed  on  the  flags  of  his  army.  Some  of  our  regiments  put  these 
things  on  without  orders  or  authority,  and  I  think  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  has  issued  orders  authorizing  the  names  of  battles  to  be 
inscribed. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WrARREX, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1864 — 10.45  a.  m.     (Received  11.30  a.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  K.  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  acknowledge  your  two 
dispatches  of  yesterday  and  to-day  in  relation  to  inscriptions  on  flags. 


CHAP.  Liv.i  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  (J4o 

General  Orders,  Xo.  11),  of  18(iU,  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
contains  the  only  instructions  ever  received  from  the  War  Department 
upon  the  subject  and  directs  that  the  commanding  general  of  the  army 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  carry  out  the  order,  but  so  far  as  known  the 
General-in Chief  lias  never  published  any  regulations  to  govern  the  mat 
ter,  and  General  Meade  does  not,  therefore,  consider  himself  authorized 
to  direct  that  inscriptions  be  placed  on  the  Hags.  lie  will,  however,  do 
all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  your  wishes  with  respecttothe  inscriptions 
and  will  at  once  issue  an  order  for  corps  commanders  to  appoint  boards 
to  determine  what  regiments  and  batteries  are  entitled  to  have  the 
names  of  battles  on  their  colors.  The  commanding  general  does  not 
know  whether  General  Sherman  and  Governor  Ourtin  were  authorized 
to  give  the  order  issued  by  them  which  you  cite.  For  the  regulations 
respecting  chevrons  please  see  paragraph  1586,  General  Regulations, 
and  paragraph  5,  General  Orders.  Xo.  11)1,  of  18G3,  War  Department. 
The  regulations  do  not  appear  to  authorize  a  chevron  for  each  battle. 
For  those  allowed  it  is  probably  only  necessary  to  make  a  requisition 
on  the  War  Department. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  X),  1864 — 1.20  p.  in. 

Major-General  WARREN, 

Cominandinff  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  return  the  detach 
ment  of  200  cavalry  serving  with  you  to  General  Davies,  and  that  you 
relieve  the  cavalry  picket  connecting  with  your  left  as  far  around  as  a 
point  south  of  the  Gurley  house.  General  Parke  will  relieve  them  from 
that  point  westward.  A  suitable  point  of  connection  for  the  pickets  of 
the  two  corps  will  be  mutually  agreed  on.  These  directions  will  be 
carried  out  at  once. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Duplicate  sent  by  orderly. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  20,  1804 — 2AO  p.  m. 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  presume  it  is  not  intended  for  us  to  occupy  the  cavalry  picket-line; 
it  is  too  far  out.  I  chink  a  good  line  would  be  about  east  from  the  Per 
kins  house  on  the  railroad,  where  my  infantry  pickets  now  are.  I  could 
connect  with  General  Parke  on  the  road  running  southeasterly  from 
the  Gurley  house. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 
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-  HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  18(J4 — 2.25  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

I  have  just  receive'!  orders  to  relieve  the  line  of  cavalry  pickets  from 
<i  point  south  of  the  Gurley  house  to  the  plank  road  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  church.  I  am  directed  to  connect  with  you  on  the  right  at  such  a 
point  as  we  may  mutually  agree  upon.  I  will  go  over  to  your  head 
quarters  and  determine  this  point  with  you  and  bring  you  a  sketch  of 
the  ground. 

J.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


SIGNAL  STATION  IN  FRONT  OF  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

At  10  a.  m.  eleven  wagons,  loaded  with  hay,  passed  to  our  left  on 
plank  road.  At  12.30  seventeen  wagons  passed  to  our  left,  apparently 
loaded. 

Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1801 — 3. -15  p.  m.     (Received  4.10  p.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  that  the  infantry 
pickets  should  occupy  nearly  the  line  of  the  cavalry  pickets.  These  it 
is  understood  were  posted  along  the  road  running  from  Wyatt's  in  a 
southeasterly  direction  to  the  intersection  of  a  road  from  Gary's  Church 
to  Reams'  Station,  then  up  that  road  to  Gary's  Church,  or  near  there, 
crossing  the  plank  road  in  that  vicinity.  Probably  the  cavalry  pickets 
were  pressed  a  little  beyond  the  line  I  have  indicated  after  General 
Gregg  was  directed  to  push  them  out  as  far  as  practicable,  but  never 
reported  how  far  out  he  had  pushed  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

Instructions  have  been  received  to  extend  the  infantry  picket-line  so 
as  to  relieve  the  cavalry,  who  are  to  be  withdrawn.  The  general  com 
manding  wishes  you  to  have  500  men  ready  to  send  out,  and  an  officer 
will  be  sent  to  you  to  assist  in  establishing  the  picket-line  as  soon  as 
its  location  is  agreed  upon. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  A ajutan t- General. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  945 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  53.  (  September  20,  186 -L 

The  general  commanding  has  noticed  the  fact  that  some  regiments 
of  this  command  have  sent  their  colors  to  the  rear  during  engagements 
with  the  enemy,  the  very  occasion  when  they  should  bear  them  un 
furled,  protect  and  defend  them.  Every  regiment  should  consider  it 
vital  to  its  honor  to  guard  and  defend  its  colors  to  the  last  extremity 
through  every  peril.  It  is  directed,  therefore,  in  future  that  each  regi 
ment  bear  its  colors  when  in  battle  line  on  the  n'eld  of  action  as  well  as 
at  other  times. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Griffin: 

GEO.  MONTEITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  my  front  during  the  last 
twenty-four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- Gene  ftil. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  20,  1861 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  tnajor-general  commanding  directs  that  you  relieve  the  line  of 
cavalry  pickets  from  a  point  south  of  the  Gurley  house  to  the  plank 
road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church.  General  Warren  will  relieve  them 
from  his  left  to  a  point  south  of  the  Gurley  house,  the  point  of  union 
of  your  pickets  to  be  mutually  agreed  upon.  General  Hancock  will 
take  up  the  line  at  or  near  the  plank  road.  The  change  is  to  be  made 
immediately. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ~'0,  !&(>•! — 3. -15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  cavalry  picket-line  is  at  least  two  miles  in  front  of  our  line, 
through  the  Williams  house.     Do  you  mean  that  we  should  relieve  the 
cavalry  in  the  line  they  now  occupy,  or  take  up  a  better  line  for  infan 
try,  so  that  the  cavalry  may  retire? 
Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General, 

60  K   R — VOL  XLII,   PT   H 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  186-L — J  p.  m.     (Received  4.30  p.  m.) 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  that  you  should 
occupy  the  line  oi'  the  cavalry  pickets  or  nearly  that  line.  Gregg  pick 
eted  from  the  Wyatt  house  on  a  road  running  southwest  from  there  un 
til  it  intersected  a  road  running  from  Gary's  Church  to  Reams'  Station, 
then  up  that  road  to  Gary's  Church,  crossing  the  plank  road  in  that 
vicinity.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  commanding  general  that  the  in 
fantry  picket-line  should  run  across  from  Wyatt's  to  Gary's  Church,  &c. 
(iregg  did  not  report  how  far  he  had  pushed  out  his  pickets  after  you 
requested  him  to  push  them  out  as  far  as  possible. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  20,  1SV-1 — 10.15  p.  m.     (Received  10.20  p.  m.) 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Cor pa: 

It  is  reported  from  the  Second  Corps  that  your  pickets  are  one  mile 
to  the  rear  of  those  of  the  Second  Corps  on  the  plank  road.  The  com 
manding  general  directs  that  your  line  be  so  modified  as  to  connect 
with  that  of  the  Second  Corps  at  the  point  designated. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30.  1864—10.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Dispatch  10.1f>  received.  I  have  ordered  the  left  of  my  picket-line  to 
be  advanced  to-night  to  connect  with  and  cover  the  right  of  General 
Hancock's  line.  The  line  that  we  took  up  this  evening  conforms  as 
nearly  with  the  line  indicated  in  your  dispatch  striking  the  plank  road 
at  Wascher's  or  Lucado's.  I  have  directed  a  staff  officer  to  go  out  at 
daylight  to-morrow,  establish  close  connection  with  General  Warren's 
and  General  Hancock's  lines,  and  locate  our  line  between  the  points  of 
junction  on  the  most  favorable  ground. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 

[Indorsement.] 

It  would  seem  from  this  that  the  line  taken  up  by  General  Parke's 
pickets  did  not  conform  to  that  prescribed  but  to  the  one  ordered  for 
to-morrow. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS]. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Maff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  along  the  line  pick 
eted  by  the  cavalry.  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  ordered 
Colonel  Smith  to  extend  his  line  to  the  Blackwater  (at  Two  Bridges) 
and  General  Kautz  to  connect  at  that  point,  and  picket  to  James  River 
at  a  point  between  Coggins'  Point  and  Wind-Mill  Point,  and  to  cover  all 
roads  and  to  patrol  in  order  to  arrest  all  deserters.  This  order  will  be 
carried  out  this  morning-;  when  completed  L  will  report  the  facts. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  E.  DA  VIES,  JK., 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  M,  1861 — 12  m.     (Received  12.10  p.  in.) 
General  H.  E.  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Ca valry  : 

The  commanding-  general  desires  to  have  a  more  complete  report 
from  General  Kautz  than  that  just  sent  in  by  you.  He  wishes  to  have 
General  Kautz  make  a  full  report  of  the  operations  of  his  command 
from  the  commencement  to  the  termination  of  the  recent  raid  of  the 
enemy,  together  with  a  statement  of  his  losses,  and  it  is  requested  that 
the  report  be  sent  in  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  20,  1861 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  concen 
trate  your  division  and  be  prepared  for  immediate  movement.  General 
Warren  will  be  directed  to  send  back  to  you  the  detachment  of  200  men 
serving  with  him,  and  relieve  your  pickets  as  far  as  south  of  the  Gurley 
house.  General  Parke  will  relieve  them  from  that  point  to  the  plank 
road,  and  General  Hancock  will  relieve  them  from  the  plank  road  to 
the  vicinity  of  Davenport  Church.  General  Kautz  will  be  charged  by 
you  with  picketing  and  watching  the  line  from  the  vicinity  of  Daven 
port  Church  to  the  James  River.  Every  available  man  must  be  brought 
into  the  ranks. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1864 — 830  p.  m.     (Received  8.50  p.  in.) 

Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

(Through  headquarters  Second  Corps.) 

The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  say  that  the  immediate 
necessity  for  your  movement  no  longer  exists,  and  directs  that  you 
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send  out  detachments  to  be  posted  in  front  of  the  infantry  pickets  on 
the  main  roads,  so  as  to  give  timely  notice  to  them  of  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  The  commanders  of  the  detachments  should  be  put  in 
communication  with  the  commanders  of  the  infantry  pickets  in  front  of 
which  they  are  posted.  It  is  presumed  these  detachments  could  be 
readily  called  in  should  it  be  necessary  for  you  to  move. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  XO,  1864 — 9.15  a.  in. 
Hon.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

/Secretary  of  War,  Washington*  J>.  C.: 

I  had  the  honor  to  ask  authority  for  the  recruitment  of  another 
regiment  from  prisoners  of  war  at  Point  Lookout  for  service  on  the 
Northern  frontier.  This  is  recommended  by  the  lieutenant-general. 
Having  heard  nothing  from  the  communication,  I  presume  it  mis 
carried. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 
Washington)  September  20, 186-1. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Bermuda  Hundred: 

Your  application  to  recruit  a  regiment  from  prisoners  of  war  was 
presented  to  me  yesterday  by  the  Adjutant-General  and  approved.  The 
order  is  probably  on  its  way  to  you  by  mail. 

EDWIN   M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


CITY  POINT,  September  ~>0,  18G-1. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

The  points  held  by  the  two  brigades  you  have  sent  below  here  I  pre 
sume  are  important,  in  view  of  the  late  successful  raid  of  the  enemy.  I 
would  like,  however,  that  you  should  hold  it  with  troops  from  the  Tenth 
Corps,  so  as  to  keep  all  the  force  possible  in  Bermuda  Hundred. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  20,  186-1. 
Major-General  BUTLER  and  General  MEADE: 

Fire  a  salute  of  100  guns  in  honor  of  Sheridan's  great  victory  in  the 
'Shenaudoah  Valley.  The  salute  may  be  h'red  at  7  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning  from  shotted  guns  at  such  points  as  you  may  select. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1864 — 6. -15  p.  in.     (Received  0.50  p.  in.) 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  have  received  your  dispatch,  and  have  given  orders  for  my  batteries 
on  the  left  of  Bi nicy's  line  to  open  so  soon  as  that  officer  ceases  tiring. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  ' 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjn tan t-  General : 

My  line  has  been  very  quiet;  nothing  of  interest,  except  the  opening 
of  the  Brooke  gnn.  I  will  withdraw  to-night  a  portion  of  my  center  to 
the  new  line  in  rear,  which  is  completed  that  far,  still  holding  the 
advance  line.  The  work  on  second  line  is  progressing  rapidly,  and  1 
think  a  week  will  complete  the  redoubts. 

]).  B.  BIBNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  20,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

The  following  report  from  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  as  to  the 
measures  taken  to  silence  the  Brooke  gun,  is  communicated  tor  your 
information: 

1       HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Before  Petersburg,  September  20,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENKRAL  :  I  yesterday  examined  the  position  of  .tho  large  gun,  apparently  a  colum- 
biad,  recently  placed  in  position  by  tho  enemy  about  1.600  yards  northwesterly  from 
Fort  Morton.  It  is  west  of  the  railroad  cut,  about  opposite  Fort  Haskell,  frbiu  which 
it  is  hidden  by  a  wood.  Fort  Morton  can  bring  four  guns  to  bear  upon  it,  and  I  have 
directed  the  two  siege  guns  now  there,  and  two  others  transferred  from  Battery  17, 
near  the  Avery  house,  with  tho  10-inch  mortars,  to  be  opened  upon  it  whenever  it 
tires.  In.  the  meantime  measures  are  being  taken  to  determine  accurately  the  bear 
ing  and  distance  from  the  8-inch  mortars  near  Forts  Haskell  and  Stedmau  that  a 
heavy  tire  may  be  concentrated  upon  it. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  20,  1SOL 

Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  nothing  to  report  this  morning,  except  the  expend 
iture  of  113  rounds  of  ammunition,  tired  at  the  enemy's  works  and 
working  parties.     1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  chief  quarter- 
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master  of  the  corps  be  directed  to  supply  10,000  feet  of  rope  for  mantlets. 
The  cannoneers  are,  in  many  of  the  batteries,  very  much  exposed  to  the 
tire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  the  engineer  department  declines 
to  issue  rope. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  2(>,  186L 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN:  Nothing  of  interest  has  occurred  on  my  line  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours.  Only  one  casualty  is  reported.  The  enemy  are 
busy  strengthening  their  line  and  adding  to  their  obstructions.  The 
work  on  our  line  is  progressing  well,  and  the  line  is  rapidly  changing 
from  a  rifle-pit  to  a  good  infantry  parapet.  On  my  left  it  is  being 
revetted  with  sods;  on  the  right,  in  center,  it  will  have  a  log  revetment. 
The  new  line  on  the  right  of  danger's  battery  is  sufficiently  advanced 
to  be  occupied.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done  to  Redoubt  Xo.  .'>,  but 
Colonel  Rockwell,  who  has  the  matter  in  charge,  is  pushing  the  work 
as  rapidly  as  the  means  at  his  disposal  will  permit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,   V<i.,  September  20,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  who  will  occupy  the 
new  line  on  the  right  of  danger's  battery  to-night,  still  occupying 
advance  line  with  picket-line. 

By  command  of  Major- General  Birnev: 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Fa.,  September  20,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  J.  C.  Abbott,  Seventh  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  who  is  charged  with  the 
carrying  into  effect  the  disposition  of  the  troops  directed  in  the  above 
indorsement. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  A.  II.  Terry : 

A.  TERRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  (  'ORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  20,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  this  division  during  the  past 
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twenty-four  hours.  Fatigue  details  amounting;  in  all  b>  000  men  were 
at  work  during  the  night  on  Fort  McGilvery,  the  lunette,  and  the  ride- 
pits  on  the  right  and  left  of  Fort  McClilvery.  Quite  a  number  of  de 
serters  came  into  my  lines  during  the  night  of  the  IStli  instant,  but 
were  not  reported  to  me  early  enough  to  be  mentioned  in  my  report  of 
yesterday. 

Respectful  ly,  yours, 

R,  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

September  20,  186 A— 11.30  a.  m. 

Capt,  IT.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  The  pieket  reports  are  in,  and  all  is  reported  quiet. 
Small  parties  show  themselves  at  points  along  the  line,  but  no  force. 
The  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade  on  the  left  reports  that  he 
has  not  men  enough  to  hold  down  to  Cocke's  Mill;  the  telegraph  road 
is  therefore  open  in  that  direction.  It  should  be  held  if  only  to  inter 
cept  our  own  deserters  that  are  constantly  escaping  in  that  direction. 
The  demoralization  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry,  in  con 
sequence  of  the  affair  of  the  l(>th,  and  the  capture  of  the  greater  portion 
of  the  officers,  seems  to  be  the  main  cause  of  the  alarm  in  that  vicinity. 
They  are  in  a  lit  state  to  snatch  at  any  story  afloat.  The  sooner  the 
transfer  to  the  First  Maine  is  effected  the  better.  Special  Orders,  No.  92, 
has  just  been  received,  which  will  correct  the  line  as  recommended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST    V.  KAUTZ. 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding  Division. 


NORFOLK,  VA.,  September  20r  1864. 

Major-General  BUTLER, 

Point  of  Rocks,  Fa.  : 

We  have  neither  heard  nor  seen  anything  of  the  enemy. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

UEO.  F.  SHEPLEY, 
Rriyadivr-  General,  Connnandint/. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  21, 186 '/. 

(Received  10.30  a,  in.) 
Hon.  E.  B.  WASHBURXE: 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  President  using"  anything  1  have  ever 
written  to  him  as  he  sees  tit.  I  think,  however,  for  him  to  attempt  to 
answer  all  the  charges  the  opposition  will  bring  against  him  will  be 
like  setting  a  maiden  to  work  to  prove  her  chastity. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 
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IT.  S.  SHIP  ONONDAGA, 
James  River,  September  21,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  TT.  S.  GRANT, 

Comdg.  Annies  of  the  United  States,  Hdqrs.  City  Point: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  ordered  one  of  the  gun-boats  off  the  Chickabominy 
to  patrol  the  river  with  boats  to  Jamestown  Island,  and  another  gun 
boat  to  patrol  from  the  mouth  of  the  Chickahomiiiy  to  Wilcox's  Wharf, 
and  have  instructed  the  commander  of  the  Hunchback  to  examine  the 
swash  channel  off  Jamestown  Island  every  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTOST   SMITH, 
Captain  and  Divisional  Officer,  Commanding  in  James  River. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT, 

September  21,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  ChieJ  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  Thirty  fourth  North  Carolina,  Scales' 
brigade,  of  Wilcox's  division,  has  just  been  forwarded.  He  came  in 
last  evening;  states  that  his  brigade  (Scales')  lies  across  the  Weldon 
railroad  near  the  lead'-works,  with  McGowan's  and  Lane's  brigades  to 
the  right,  which  is  all  of  Wilcox's  division  south  of  the  Appomattox. 
Ileth's  division  is  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  fortifying  on  the 
Boydton  plank  road.  Mahone's  division  is  to  the  left  of  Scales'  brigade, 
and  informant  thinks  it  extends  to  Beauregard's  line.  Wright's  bri 
gade  is  on  the  right  of  Mahone's  division,  and  joins  Scales'  brigade; 
thinks  Hoke's  division  is  in  reserve  somewhere- in  rear  of  the  line; 
cannot  locate  it.  Three  of  our  deserters  came  into  the  lines  of  Mc 
Gowan's  brigade  on  Sunday  last;  said  they  had  been  in  the  army  only 
two  days;  had  not  heard  from  the  Valley  when  informant  left.  The 
last  news  from  Early  was  that  he  had  driven  Sheridan  down  the  Valley. 
A  deserter  from  the  Third  Georgia  received  last  evening  corroborates 
this  statement  in  regard  to  the  position  of  Mahone's  and  Wilcox's 
divisions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  21,  1864 — 9.45  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER  : 

The  enemy  continue  working  on  new  works,  left  of  large  fort  near 
Weldon  railroad;  enlarging  works  near  lead-works.     All  quiet. 

H.  W.  FULTOX, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  21,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

(  IENERAL  :  The  following  report  from  the  plank  road  station  is  respect 
fully  forwarded : 

At  10.  lf>  ;i  column  of  cavalry  numbering  about  oOO.  followed  by  three  small  detach 
ments,  making  an  additional  number  of  about  400,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  came 
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from  woods  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  and  disappeared  on  road  running  westward  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  fort.  The  enemy  continues  working  on  new  works,  left  of  the 
fort  west  of  Weldon  railroad,  and  are  enlarging  works  near  lead-works. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief.  Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  21,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

All  qniet  this  p.  m.     The  following  was  intercepted: 

9   A.    M. 

Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

The  enemy  put  a  gun  in  position  last  night  and  shelled  our  Dunn's  farm  battery 
this  a.  m.  one-half  hour,  but  did  no  damage. 

R., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

12.15  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]: 

A  train  of  twenty  wagons  passed  military  road  rear  of  Battery  5  going  toward  the 
front  in  Prince  (ieorge. 

J.  Q.  E[THEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

2.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

Could  not  see  during  the  entire  a.  in.     Eight  six-horse  wagons  passed  open  space 
to  our  left  of  Cobb's  going  toward  front  in  Chesterfield.     Oun-boat  off  Point  of  Hocks. 

R., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.15  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  battery  drilling  rear  of  Battery  f>.     Twelve  wagons   passed  on  military  road 
rear  of  Battery  5  going  toward  enemy's  front  in  Prince  George. 

J.  Q.  E., 

At  J). 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

Twenty-five  six-horse  wagons  passed  Broadway  road  going  toward  Petersburg. 

Sergeant,  at  C, 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

G  P.  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.     Two  gun-boats  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Enemy  still  working  to  onr  ri^ht  of  Clifton  and  beyond  the  city. 

H.  W.  HOLMAX, 

Sergeant. 
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SPECIAL,  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC, 

No.  255.  J  September  21,  18(14. 

1.  General  Orders,  No.  19,  of  February  22, 18G2,  from  the  Headquarters 
of  tlie  Army,  provides  that  there  shall  be  inscribed  upon  the  colors  or 
guidons  of  all  regiments  and  batteries  in  the  service  of  the  United 
'•States  the  names  of  the  battles  in  which  they  have  borne  a  meritorious 
part,  and  to  the  end  that  said  order  may  be  carried  out  in  this  army, 
each  corps  and  independent  commander  will  at  once  appoint  a  board 
of  three  officers  to  examine  into  the  services  of  the  regiments  or  bat 
teries  comprising  his  command  and  to  report  what  regiments  and  bat 
teries  are  entitled  to  have  inscriptions  on  their  flags,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  battles  in  which  such  troops  have  borne  a  meritorious 
part.  The  reports  of  the  boards  will  be  transmitted  to  these  head 
quarters  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

******* 

9.  By  direction  of  the  "War  Department,  the  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
seventh  Kegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  report  for  duty  to  Major-General  Cadwalader,  commanding  at 
that  place.  The  quartermaster's  department  will  furnish  the  necessary 
transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ^7,  1864. 

The  names  of  the  iield- works  constructed  along  the  lines  of  this 
army,  together  with  their  armaments  and  garrisons,  are  indicated  in 
the  accompanying  printed  statement.  The  armaments  and  garrisons 
designated  for  the  forts,  lettered  from  A  to  N,  inclusive,  will  at  once  be 
placed  in  them  and  be  regarded  as  permanent,  to  be  moved  only  when 
specially  directed  from  these  headquarters;  the  garrisons  will  be  fur 
nished  by  the  corps  on  whose  front  the  forts  are  situated.  The  bat 
teries  will,  for  the  present,  be  occupied  as  under  existing  arrange 
ments.  The  location  of  the  several  works  is  shown  on  the  accompany 
ing  sketch.* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Inclosure.] 
Lint  of  Field-  Works,  their  Armaments  <iHd  (larrisons. 

Garri-  ; 

Field-works.  Name.  Armament.  son     j  Locality. 

(men). 


Battery  1 , Pierced  for  four  gnus In  front  of  Rnshniore 

house,   and  opposite 
Fort  Clifton. 


Battery  2 


Battery  3  . 
Battery  4 


riercod  for  four  gtma Near   Walthall'a,  di 
rectly  in  front. 

IMercod  for  four  guns I  On  ridge. 

I'iem-d  for  four  guns '.  .Near  Jordan's. 

•Tli  !•«>«  :'.()-pounder  Parrotts;  : 
one  i:<-ii:rli  siege  mortar. 

'  To  apprar  iu  tho  Atlas. 
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Field-works. 


Xame. 


Armament. 


Garri 
son 
(men). 


Buttery  5 , Pierced  for  four  guns On    A|>poinnttnx.    be- 

*Three  30-poundcr  Parrott-s:  tween  two  creeks, 

four  8-ineh  mortars. 

Redoubt  A Fort  McGil-     Pierced  for  six  guna :>00  >  Near  Page's. 

very.                      *Six  field  nuns. 
Battery  0 1 Pierced  for  five  [runs Xear  Hare's. 

*Two  30-pomider  Parrotts. 
Battery  7 ', Mortar  battery I i 

*Two  C'oehorns. 

Battery  8 '•• j  Pierced  for  three  trims | | 

Lunette  liattery  9  .1 Pierced  for  rive  guna '  Xear  railroad. 

*T\vo   field   guns;    three  • 
Coehorns. 
Battery  10 !  Pierced  for  live  suns I Hare's  liouse. 

*T\\  o  8  inch  mortars. 
Redoubt  H Fort  Stedman.    Pierced  for  six  guns 'MO     Xear  Hare's  house. 

*Six  field  guns. 

Battery  11 :  Pierced  for  four  guns j : 

Battery  12 i  Mortar  battery ; 

*Two  8-inch  mortars;    three 
Coehorns. 
Redoubt C !  Fort  Haskell  .    Pierced  for  seven  guns ,        250 

*Six  field  guns. 

Battery  13 1 ,  Pierced  for  six  guns 

Battery  14 :  Pierced  for  ten  guns 

*Six  field  guns. 
Redoubt  D i  Fort  Morton  ..;  Pierced  for  ten  guns 800  .  Taylor's    house    (old 

*Two  4J-inch  Rodman  :  four  :  fourteen- gun  bat- 

field  guns:    four   10-inch   mor-  tery). 

tars:    six   (,'oehorns   near   re 
doubt. 
Battery  15 Mortar  battery 

*Two  Coehorn  mortars. 

Battery  10 ; Pierced  for  eight  guns 

Battery  17 1 Pierced  for  four  guns Xear  A  very 's  house. 

'Four  4i-ineh  Rodman. 
Battery  18 - Pierced  for  oue  gnu On  Norfolk  railroad. 

•Ono  field  gun. 
Redoubt  E ,  Fort  Meikel  . .    Pierced  for  six  gnus 100     XearXorfolk  railroad. 

*Three  field  guns. 
Battery  19 Pierced  for  two  guns 

*Two  field  guns. 
Redoubt  F Fort  Rice Pierced  for  eight  guns ISO     Old  10-inch  mortar  bat- 

*Six  field  guns.  tery. 

Battery  20 Pierced  for  four  guns 

Battery  21 Pierced  for  four  «juns 

*Four  field  guns. 
Fort  (i .  FortSedgwick     Pierced  for  twenty  five  guns. ...          800  i  Advanced      work     on 

"Four  41,  inch  Rodman;  two  i  plank  road, 

siege,    howitzers  ;    eight    field  j 
I  guns. 

Battery  22 i i  Pierced  for  eisrht  guns On  plank  road. 

Redoubt  H j  Fort  Davis....    Pierced  for  nine  guns 550  '  On  plauk  road. 

*  Eight  field  guns. 

Battery  23 | Pierced  for  four  guns Xear  Chieves'  house. 

Redoubt  I Fort  Prescott.    Pierced  for  ten  gnus Xear  . I  ones' house. 

Redoubt  K Fort  Alexan-     Pierced  for  nine  guns ,       300     Near  Strong's  house. 

der  Hays.  -Four  field  guns. 

Battery  24 Pierced  for  six  guns 

Battery  25 Pierced  for  six  guns 

Redoubt  L Fort  Howard  .    Pierced  for  seven  guns 150  '  Chimneys. 

-Four  field  guns. 

Battery  26 Pierced  tor  six  guns 

Four  field  guns. 

Battery  27 ; Pierced  for  four  guns 

liastiou  Fort  M j  Fort    Wads-      Pierced  for  ten  guns HOD  i   At   Blick's   liouse.    on 

worth.                     'Eight  field  guns.  the  \Veldon  railroad. 

Battery  28 Pierced  for  four  guns 

'Two  field  guns. 
Battery  29 Pierced  for  four  guns Globe  Tavern. 

-Two  field  mins. 
Battery  30 Pierced  for  four  iruns 

*Two  field  iruns. 
Bastion  Fort N FortDushano.i   Pierced  for  twelve  guns fiOO      At   White's  liouse.  on 

'Six  field  sruns.  the  Wehlon  railroad. 

Battery  31 Pierced  for  four  iruns 

*Two  field  211119. 

Battery  32 j  Pierced  for  four  guns 

•  *Two  field  guns. 
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List  of  Field-Works,  their  Armaments  and  Garrisons — Continued. 


Field-works. 


(iarri- 

Name.  Armament.  son  Locality. 

(men). 


Battery  33 Pierced  for  four  guns 

*T\vo  tick!  guns. 
Battery  H4 , Pierced  for  four  guns 

*Two  field  guns. 
Redoubt  O I  Fort  Davison  .1  Pierced  for  six  guns 2CM     Giirley's  IIOHHO. 

*Six  field  guns. 
Battery  ;J5 ! ;  Pierced  for  four  guns 

*Two  field  guns. 

Redoubt  P !  FortMcMahon    Pierced  for  twelve  guns 1">0     Near  Smith's. 

I        *  Six  field  guns. 

Redoubt  Q ,  Fort    Steven-  |  Pierced  for  twenty-seven  guns. .          ">00     Near  Williams' house. 

son.  'Twelve  field  guns. 


Pierced  for  twenty-eight  guns In  front  of  Williams' 

house. 

Pierced  for  seven  guns i  Chimneys       (Alley's), 

*Four  field  guns.  near  plank  road.' 

Pierced  for  eight  guns 


Battery  :iG 
Battery  117 

Battery  :t8 

*Two  Held  guns. 
Redoubt  R j  Fort  Hlaisdell.j  Pierced  for  twelve  guns 150  !  On  plank  road. 

*Four  field  guns. 
Pierced  for  six  guns , 


Battery  :i9 : 

| 
Redoubt  S Fort  Kelly 

Battery  40  ... 


"Two  field  guns. 


Pierced  for  eight  guns 200     Near  Mrs.  Smith's. 

*Four  field  guns. 
Pierced  for  six  guns Near  T.  Jones'. 


'Two  field  guns. 
Pierced  for  six  guns Near  Norfolk  railroad. 


Battery  41 

*Two  field  guns. 
Redoubt  T Fort  Bross. .  ..j  Pierced  for  twenty  guns '100     Near  Wells',    on   Nor- 

*Four  field  guns.  folk  and  Petersburg 

Railroad. 

NOTE. — The  armaments  and  garrisons  of  the  redoubts  and  batteries  as  above  designated  (*)  are 
those  proposed  for  the  defense  of  the  lino  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  main  force  of  the  army  lor 
active  operations  upon  other  lines. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  19,  1864. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  31,  1804. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS, 

Aast.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
Colonel  Egau  is  entitled  to  promotion.  He  was  the  first  on  my  list 
made  some  time  since  of  those  officers  who  commanded  troops.  He 
should  date,  if  possible,  from  the  day  he  took  the  enemy's  redoubt  by 
assault  at  the  North  Anna,  May  23,  1804.  I  recommended  my  chief  of 
staff  first;  I  desire  him  promoted. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  31,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  position  of  my  troops  on 
the  front  line  since  yesterday's  report.  General  Miles  relieved  the  cav 
alry  pickets  yesterday  evening  from  the  plank  road  to  Davenport 
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Church.  Including  the  frequent  detail  on  the' rear  line,  the  fatigue 
details,  and  the  brigade  at  Prince  George  Court- Mouse,  there  are  now 
about  4, ")()()  men  absent  from  .Miles'  and  Smyth's  divisions. 

WJLNF'D  S.  HAXCOCK, 

Major-General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS.  /       HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  o-.  \  September  21,  1864. 

Capt.  II.  II.  Bingham,  One  hundred  and  fortieth  Pennsylvania  Vol 
unteers,  and  acting  judge-advocate  of  the  corps,  is  announced  as  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  corps  during  the  temporary  absence 
of  Capt.  William  P.  Wilson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the 
corps. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

WM.  P.  WILKOX, 
Captain  and  Act int/  ANnistant  Adjutant- General. 


1 1  IK,* us.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  XI,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  II.  .1.  HTTNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Arm  if  of  the  Potomac  : 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  in  the  enemy's  lines  observed 
or  reported  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  The  enemy  replied  to 
the  salute  this  morning  with  a  few  shots.  The  First  Xew  Hampshire 
Battery  (ritied)  went  into  position  near  the  Finn  house  early  this  morn 
ing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGKLL, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Capt.  W.  P.  Wilson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Sec 
ond  Corps.) 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  /    HDQRS.  ARTY.  BRIGADE,  SECOND  CORPS, 

Xo.  158.  i  September  XL  1864. 

I.  The  Third  Xew  Jersey  Battery.  Capt.  Christian  Woerner,  com 
manding,  will  relieve  the  Twelfth  Xew  York  Battery,  Lieutenant 
Danchy  commanding,  and  take  position  in  Fort  Alexander  Mays 
without  delay.  When  relieved  Lieutenant  Dauchy  will  report  at 
these  headquarters  for  instructions. 

****** 

By  command  of  Capt.  F.  M.  Kdsrell : 

IT.  1).   FDDY, 
Actin ij  Amsiatant  Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

/September  ~'l,  1^'il. 
Brig-,  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

A  -v-s-  iff  la  nt  A  dju  ta  n t-  Gen  era  I : 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  in  my  1'ront 
yesterday  or  during  the  night.  My  picket-line  was  established  last 
evening  almost  exactly  as  the  subsequent  order  by  telegraph  re 
quires. 

G.  K.  WARREX. 
Ma  jo  r-  (}  ene  ra  I,  Co  m  m  an  di ng. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  21,  1804—9.30  a.  in. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Asuintant  Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  quiet  on  my  lines  during  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  picket-line  in  front  of  my  rear  line  has  been  established, 
joining  the  Second  Corps  line  on  the  plank  road  at  the  Lucado  house. 

JNO.  (J.  PAKKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  21,  IMi-L 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  during  the  past  night 
along  the  cavalry  line. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  E.  DAVIES,  JR.. 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  21,  18C>i — 10  a.  m.     (Received  10.10  a.  m.) 

Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  infantry  picket-line  south  of  the  rear  line  of  works  is  directed 
to  be  modified  this  morning  so  as  to  run  from  the  vicinity  of  Robert 
son's,  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  easterly,  crossing  the  plank  road  near 
Wascher's  or  Lucado's,  thence  past  C.  Brown's  to  vicinity  of  Daven 
port  Church. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
September  21,  lV(>-i — s1  p.  m.     (Received  8.10  p.  m.) 

Brigadier- Gen  or  til  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

The  commanding  general  wishes  to  know  where  the  detachments  of 
cavalry  in  front  of  the  infantry  picket-line  are  posted,  and  the  force  of 
the  different  detachments. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  ^/,  186-1 — 9  p.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  detachments  in  front  of  the  infantry  pickets  arc  as 
follows:  One  squadron  on  the  railroad,  toward  Reams';  one  on  the 
Wyatt  road,  to  the  left  of  the  railroad;  one  at  Gary's  Church,  toward 
Keams':  one  on  the  plank  road,  and  one  in  front  of  Davenport  Church. 
These  squadrons  average  from  seventy  to  eighty  men. 
Respectfully, 

H.  E.  DA  VIES,  JR., 
Brigadier- General.  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

In  the  Jficld,  September  21,  1864. 
Hon.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  am  about  to  make  a  move  with  my  cavalry.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  that  1  have  800  Spencer  ritles  and  80,000  rounds  of  am 
munition.  The  requisitions  are  long  since  in.  May  I  ask  you  thus 
informally  to  see  that  1  get  them.  Please  notify  me  by  telegram,  so 
that  I  can  make  preparations  as  though  I  had  them. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  .JAMES, 

September  21.  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  received  the  following  communication  from  Colonel  Duncan," 
commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  colored  troops,  which  I  for 
ward  for  your  information,  with  the  observation  that  is  established 
beyond  doubt  that  the  rebels  have  put  our  soldiers  to  labor  under  their 
supposed  masters  when  captured  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  some  from 
this  very  brigade. 
Respectfully, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Ma  jo  r-  Gen  era  I,  Co  mm  a  nding. 

[Inclosiire.] 

CAMP  AT  DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  21,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Corndg.  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  : 
GENERAL:  Is  it  not  established  with  sufficient  certainty  that  the 
rebels  have  remitted  to  slavery,  or  otherwise  put  to  hard  labor,  colored 
prisoners  of  war  captured  from  us  at  Plymouth,  Petersburg,  and  else 
where,  to  warrant  the  use  of  rebel  prisoners  upon  the  work  now  hi 
progress  at  Dutch  Gap,  where  the  shells  of  the  enemy  are  beginning 
to  tell  with  considerable  effect  upon  our  laboring  soldiers?     My  men 
would  take  pleasure  in  acting  as  guards;  would  perform  the  duty,  I 
think,  with  unusual  pride  and  efficiency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

SAMUEL  A.  DUNCAN, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  i>l,  186-1. 
Major-General  BUTLEK: 

Further  news  t'roiii  Sheridan  is  better  than  the  first  we  heard.  In 
pursuing  the  enemy  up  the  Valley  he  may  be  induced  to  detach  I'roni 
here.  Put  everyone  on  the  lookout  for  any  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Should  any  force  be  detached  we  must  either  manage  to  bring'  them 
back  or  gain  an  advantage  here. 

u.  s.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  XI,  1861 — l.XO  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT,  City  Point: 

Telegram  received.     Orders  will  be  given  for  the  utmost  vigilance  to 
watch  any  movement  of  the  enemy  and  prompt  advantage  of  it  taken. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  X 
Lieutenant  General  GRANT,  City  Point: 

1  have  an  old  regiment  dismounted — the  First  Maryland  Cavalry. 
Our  cavalry  force  is  very  much  diminished  here.  Is  it  possible  to 
mount  them''  May  I  request  you  to  order  the  horses  from  the  Cavalry 
Bureau  to  mount  them?  By  an  order  of  the  War  Department  eight 
companies  of  our  cavalry,  armed  with  Henry  rifles,  have  been  ordered 
to  the  other  army  and  these  are  to  replace  them. 
Respectfully, 

I5ENJ.  F.  BTTLER, 
Major- General,  Com mandiny. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  XI,  1MJ. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 
Your  request  for  horses  to  mount  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  will 

receive  immediate  attention. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-Genera  I. 


HUQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  XI,  IMJ.     (Received   l.L'>  p.  m.) 
Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL,  Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from  Spring 
Hill: 

A  train  of  six  cars  loaded  with  troops  to  ward  Petersburg. 

A.  G.  SIMONS. 
Lieutenant  and  Dieting  iSiyiial  Officer. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

(Above  telegram  repeated  to  General  Grant  by  General  Butler.) 
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DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  21,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  /Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  fired  as 
usual  to-day,  doing  but  little  damage.  Most  of  their  mortar  shells 
burst  in  and  around  my  right  battery.  As  long  as  they  direct  their 
attention  there  I  am  satisfied,  and  the  labor  on  the  canal  need  not  be 
interrupted.  Their  light  pieces  do  no  hurt,  except  to  the  men,  who 
return  their  tire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ET.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Nothing  of  importance  on  my  line.  The  work  on  it  is  progressing 
with  great  rapidity.  The  salute  was  tired  and  with  considerable  effect 
on  the  enemy's  work.  A  detailed  report  will  be  forwarded.  The  enemy 
responded  feebly. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  21,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  the  department  directs 
me  to  request  you  to  keep  a  close  watch  to  see  if  you  can  discover  any 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and,  if  so,  to  report  them  at  once  to  these 
headquarters.  This  precaution  will  be  continued  for  several  days  to 
come. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  21,  1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  The  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  artillery 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  is  submitted:  A  salute  of  ten  shotted 
guns  from  each  piece  of  artillery  on  the  line  was  tired  at  sunrise  this 
morning.  I  have  not  as  yet  ascertained  the  effect  produced  on  the 
enemy's  works,  nor  can  I  in  this  report  give  the  exact  expenditure  of 
ammunition.  One  hundred  and  forty-one  rounds  were  fired  yesterday 
and  last  night  and  working  parties  of  the  enemy  were  dispersed  by  the 
shrapnel  used. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 

Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
61  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  II 
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HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  21,  186-1. 
Capt.  A.  TERRY, 

Assistant  Ad  jut  ant- General  : 

CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  disposition  of  this  command  during  the  last  twenty-four 
hours.  The  officer  of  the  trenches  reports  this  morning: 

Circumstances  at  the  iront  of  this  brigade  during  last  night  were  as  heretofore, 
there  being  nothing  observable  in  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

No  casualties  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  VORIS, 
Colonel  Sixty-secenth  Ohio   Volunteers,  Comdy.  First  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  21.  186-1. 

Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  taken 
place  on  my  line  in  the  disposition  of  troops.  Six  hundred  men  were 
engaged  on  fatigue  duty  during  the  day  or  night  on  the  various  works, 
as  stated  in  yesterday's  report.  The  works  on  my  line  are  progressing 
rapidly. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALKY  DIVISION, 

September  21,  1801 — 7  p.  m. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assista n t  Adjutant- General : 

CAPTAIN  :  A  confused  report  comes  in  from  the  pickets  at  Sycamore 
Church  that  a  considerable  force  was  seen  this  evening  some  distance 
south  of  the  church  moving  east.  The  men  on  picket  said  there  was 
artillery  with  them.  They  think  to-day  that  they  heard  buglers  and 
chopping  last  night.  An  officer  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cav 
alry,  just  in  from  there,  says  he  went  out  on  the  road  some  distance  and 
saw  three  horsemen.  A  sergeant,  who  had  been  out  some  distance 
farther,  says  he  saw  the  track  of  a  considerable  force  on  a  road  running 
east.  I  will  send  a  scout  out  in  the  morning  to  ascertain  if  there  is 
any  force  in  that  direction.  The  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry 
are  so  nervous  since  their  disaster  that  I  do  not  place  much  confidence 
in  their  reports.  The  pickets  were  at  Sycamore  Church,  and  the  tele 
graph  road  is  there  open.  1  have  not  men  enough  to  picket  to  Cocke?s 
Mill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  XORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  21,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  S.  BAKER, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces,  Goldsborough,  N.  C.: 
GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day,  by 
flag  of  truce,  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  referring  to  several 
persons  who  accompany  the  flag  and  who  desire  to  enter  our  lines. 
You  say,  "all  persons  recently  scut  through  our  lines  went  with  the 
distinct  understanding  and  agreement  that  they  were  not  to  return 
<luring  the  present  war,  and  I  should  be  obliged  to  decline  to  receive 
any  of  them  into  our  lines  again."  In  reply  I  have  to  say  that 
I  understood  this  declaration  to  refer  only  to  those  persons  whom  I 
choose  to  receive  after  examination,  as  I  shall  not,  and  you  certainly 
cannot  expect  me  to,  receive  whatever  persons  you  choose  to  send  under 
flag  of  truce  until  I  have  some  knowledge  of  their  character. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HARLAND, 

Brigadier- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  22,  186-1 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  HALLECK, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Of  1,438  men  sent  here  yesterday  1,019  had  to  be  sent  back  to 
Alexandria.  More  than  half  the  men  coming  from  there  have  to  be 
sent  immediately  back,  not  belonging  to  any  regiment  here.  The 
officers  in  charge  of  Camp  Distribution  are  grossly  negligent  of  their 
duties  and  ought  to  be  punished  for  it  with  stoppage  of  pay. 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  18.64 — 12  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  nothing  particular  to  report  as  having  occurred  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours.  The  tri-monthly  return  for  the  20th  shows  an 
aggregate  present  for  duty  in  the  Second  Cavalry  Division,  officers  and 
men.  4,203.  Kautz's  return  for  same  date  shows  an  aggregate  of  1,493, 
making  in  all  5,696;  a  little  over  my  estimate  of  that  date.  This 
return  of  the  20th  also  shows  an  aggregate,  officers  and  men,  in  this 
army  of  47,712,  being  a  gain  over  the  return  of  the  10th  of  4,320.  If 
you  do  not  propose  any  immediate  use  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division, 
now  in  reserve,  I  would  suggest  its  being  again  put  on  picket  duty,  as 
Kautz's  command  is  inadequate  from  numbers  and  morale  to  the  task 
of  properly  watchiug-tkc=cmaitry  from  the  Blackwater  to  the  James. 
.  -,  ;-,.  GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

0  Major- General,  Commanding. 


JIFC 


^Traw/TDoiNT,  September  22,  1864. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 


Major- General  ME] 

You  may  put  the  Second  Cavalry  Division  on  duty  again.  Colonel 
Sharpehas  news  from  Richmond  saying  that  nothing  was  known  there 
of  Early's  disaster,  but  it  was  understood  that  his  force  might  be  looked 
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for  back  there  in  a  few  flays;  also,  that  if  we  did  not  attack  soon  Lee 
would.  I  think  our  policy  for  the  present  will  be  to  hold  ourselves 
ready  to  receive  an  attack.  If  not  engaged  to-morrow  I  will  go  out  to 
see  you  and  inform  you  fully  of  what  my  general  plans  now  are. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS: 

I  learn  that  the  One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Regiment  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  II.  G.  Sickel,  has  arrived  at  City  Point. 
Colonel  Sickel  formerly  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and,  if 
consistent  with  the  views  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding,  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  the  regiment  assigned  to  my  command.  Should 
it  be  directed  to  report  to  me,  1  propose  to  place  it  in  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  September  22,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

General  Grant  directs  me  to  say  that  the  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  will  be  assigned  to  your  command. 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  22,  18G4 — 10.30  p.  m. 

Let  this  regiment  when  it  reports  be  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Corps. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT,  September  22,  1864. 
JOHN  C.  BABCOCK, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Our  agent  left  Richmond  yesterday  about  2  p.  m.,  up  to  which  time 
nothing  was  publicly  known  of  Early's  defeat.  The  clerks  in  the  War 
Department  reported  during  the  day  that  Early  might  soon  be  expected 
to  return.  All  business  has  been  suspended  in  Richmond  for  sixty 
days,  and  the  five  city  battalions  have  been  notified  to  that  effect. 
Deserters  from  this  army  are  being  put  in  the  Tredegar  and  other  Gov 
ernment  works,  to  enable  the  men  whom  they  replace  to  do  military 
duty.  It  was  a  current  rumor  among  officers  of  Lee's  army  that  if 
they  were  not  attacked  soon  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  attack 
us,  and  that  preparations  to  that  effect  were  being  made.  The  two 
pontoon  bridges  between  Drewry's  and  Chaffin's  Bluff'  have  been  taken 
up,  and  so  far  as  could  be  learned  had  not  been  replaced  up  to  yesterday 
morning.  Xo  movement  of  troops  whatever  could  be  ascertained. 

GEORGE  H.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  d't: 

(Copy  to  Lieut.  J.  I.  Davenport,  aide^e-camp,  headquarters  Depart 
ment  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  22,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Three  deserters  have  been  forwarded  to-day,  two  from  the 
Thirty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Scales'  brigade,  and  one  from  the  Fifty- 
ninth  Virginia,  Wise's  brigade.  They  are  all  unintelligent,  and  give 
no  information.  They  are  not  aware  of  any  changes  on  the  line  within 
the  last  two  or  three  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  22,  1864. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet.    The  enemy  continues  working  on  new  works  left  of  large 
fort;  also  in  vicinity  ot  lead- works,  all  out  of  range  of  our  batteries. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  22,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  in.     The  enemy  still  working,  to  our  right  of  Clifton 
and  beyond  the  city.    The  following  was  intercepted: 

9.   A.  M. 

Colonel  B[RKNT], 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
All  quiet  this  a.  m.     One  gnu-boat  above  poatoou. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.15  p.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  ru.     Gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposition  of  my  command  since 
last  report. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  22,  18(11 — 2.30  p.  m.     (Received  2.40  p.  in.) 
Major- General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Davies  will  be  ordered  to-day  to  re-establisli  the  cavalry 
pickets  from  Gary's  Church  to  Davenport  Church,  &c.,  and  inform  you 
as  soon  as  they  are  posted.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  upon 
being  so  informed  you  withdraw  your  pickets  between  the  plank  road 
and  Davenport  Church,  and  recall  the  brigade  sent  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Finn  house,  on  the  plank  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864—2.30  p.  w. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  would  suggest  that  if  not  too  late  Fort  Kelly  be  called  Fort  Patrick 
Kelly,  as  several  officers  of  this  name  are  known.  It  may  be  too  late 
to  take  any  action  on  the  matter  now,  but  I  regret  that  one  of  t he- 
works  could  not  have  been  named  after  Colonel  McKeen,  one  of  the 
best  known  and  most  deserving  officers  of  this  corps.  Fort  Blaisdell 
might  be  changed  to  Fort  Me  Keen  as  this  would  give  two  from  the 
First  and  Third  Divisions,  instead  of  one  and  three  as  now.  The  fort 
at  Prince  George  might  be  called  alter  McKeen.  Paragraph  2  of  the 
confidential  circular  requires  the  armament  to  be  at  once  placed  in 
the  works.  Am  I  responsible  for  this,  or  the  chief  of  artillery  1 

WIXF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864.     (Sent  5.30  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

I  don't  see  any  difficulty  in  adding  the  first  name  of  Colonel  Kelly 
to  the  fort  so  that  it  will  read  Fort  Patrick  Kelly.  Probably  the  best 
way  of  introducing  Colonel  McKeen's  name  would  be  as  you  suggested, 
to  give  it  to  the  fort  at  Prince  George  Court- House.  Probably  you 
have  seen  and  conversed  with  General  Meade  since  sending  the  dis 
patch  respecting  placing  the  armaments  in  the  forts.  I  should  say 
that  it  was  intended  that  the  corps  commander  should  be  responsible 
for  it.  The  armaments  of  the  forts  and  batteries  from  the  Norfolk  rail 
road  to  the  plank  road  are  under  your  orders,  and  should  be  disposed 
of  by  you  in  accordance  with  the  confidential  circular  if  they  do  not 
conform  to  it  now. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864 — 6.10  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

You  will  notice  that  the  armament  in  some  cases  consists  of  guns  not 
in  the  artillery  of  the  corps.     This  is  why  1  asked  the  question.     It  will 
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require  thirty- six  Held  guns  to  arm  flu1  works  I  occupy  on  front  lino, 
according  to  the  order.  This  will  leave  me  a  small  amount  of  artillery 
with  which  to  move.  In  case  the  rear  line  should  be  occupied  at  the 
same  time,  it  will  require  eighteen  more. 

YVTNF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  22,  1861— 7.20  p.  >n.     (Received  7.30  p.  ra.) 
Major- General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Yes.  I  understood  your  reason  for  asking  about  the  armament.  I 
mentioned  the  matters  of  your  dispatch  to  the  major-general  command 
ing,  and  the  necessary  directions  have  been  given  for  adding  the  name 
of  Patrick  to  Kelly  in  the  lists  and  sketches  that  are  here  and  have 
been  distributed,  as  also  upon  the  fort  itself.  The  guns  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  in  your  redoubts  and  batteries  are  to  be  used  by  you  in  making 
complete  the  armaments  of  the  redoubts  and  batteries  as  prescribed  in 
the  list. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Stajf. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  22,  J^fif- — UJ~>  />.  m.     (Received  O.L'O  p.  in.) 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  my  dispatch  of  7.20  is  not  clearly  ex 
pressed.  The  redoubts  and  batteries  from  the  Norfolk  railroad  to  the 
plank  road  are  armed  with  artillery  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Corps  and 
some  siege  artillery.  If  any  changes  in  the  positions  of  these  are  neces 
sary  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  list  those  changes  will  be  made 
by  your  orders. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  deserter  from  Wilcox's  old  brigade  came  in  to-night.  He  says 
Wilcox's  old  brigade  relieved  Finegan's  in  my  front  a  few  days  ago. 
He  says  there  is  nothing  new,  but  reports  that  most  of  their  troops  are 
massed  on  their  right,  he  hears,  about  ten  miles,  having  moved  there 
about  Sunday  and  Monday.  He  says  that  the  men  over  there  are 
ready  to  hollo  and  are  on  half  rations. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Grant.) 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  241.  )     Jones'  House,  before  Petersburg,  Sept.  22,  1864. 

I.  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  255,  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  September  21,  1864,  Brig.  Gen.  N.  A.  Miles,  U.  S.  Vol 
unteers,  Col.  It.  McAllister,  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and 
Capt.  R.  Bruce  llicketts,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery,  are  hereby  con 
stituted  a  board  to  examine  into  the  services  of  the  regiments  and 
batteries  comprising  this  command,  and  to  report  what  regiments  and 
batteries  are  entitled  to  have  inscriptions  on  their  flags,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  battles  in  which  said  troops  have  borne  a  meritorious 
part.  The  reports  of  the  Board  will  be  transmitted  to  these  headquar 
ters  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 

The  following  names  have  been  designated  by  the  commanding 
general  for  the  batteries  and  redoubts  on  the  line  occupied  by  this 
corps,  with  the  armament  and  garrison  set  opposite  each : 


Work  and  locality. 

Name. 

Armament. 

Garrison 
(men). 

Battery  18 

line. 
Inclosed  work  immediately  on  the  left  of  the 
Norfolk  railroad  ou  front. 
Two-gun  battery  immediately  on  the  left  of  Fort 
Meikel. 
Inclosed  work  on  the  left  of  Battery  19,  formerly 
10-inch  mortar  battery. 
Two-gun  battery  on  left  of  Fort  Rice  

Redoubt  E,   Fort 
Meikel. 
Battery  lit  

Redoubt  F,  or  Fort 
Rice. 
Battery  20 

Three  field  guns  .. 
Two  field  guns  
Six.  field  guns  

100 
180 

Four-gun  battery  next  on  right  of  work  hitherto 
known  as  Fort  Hell. 
Work  on  plank  road  hitherto  known  as  Fort 
Hell,  with  additional  work  on  the  left  of  the 
road. 

Large  square  redoubt  on  left  of  plank  road  hith 
erto  known  as  Fort  Crawford. 

Battery  21  

Redoubt  G.  or  Fort 
Sedgwick. 

Redoubt  H,  or  Fort 
Davis. 
Batterv  22 

Four  guns  

Four  4^-iuch  Rod 
man,  two  siege 
howitzers,  eight 
field  guns. 
Eight  field  guns  .  . 

800 
550 

road. 

Battery  23 

house  and  1  ort  Davis. 

house. 

Prescott. 

300 

EEAB  LINE. 

Fort  Alex.  Haya. 
Redoubt  R,  or  Fort 

150 

Blaisdell. 
Battery  39 

do       

200 

Battery  near  T.  Jones'  
Battery  near  Norfolk  railroad  

Patrick  Kelly... 
Batterv  40  
Battery  41  
Redoubt  T  or  Fort 

Two  guns  
do  
Four  guns  

"366 

Spicer's. 

Bross. 

The  armament  and  garrison  of  the  forts  lettered  from  E  to  K,  inclu 
sive,  will  at  once  be  placed  in  them,  and  regarded  as  permanent,  to  be 
moved  only  under  special  directions  from  headquarters  of  the  army. 
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The  batteries  will  at  present  be  occupied  as  under  existing  arrange 
ments.  General  Mott  will  at  once  assign  the  designated  garrison  to 
each  of  the  inclosed  works,  described  as  above,  and  assign  a  suitable 
officer  to  the  command  of  each.  As  soon  as  the  assignment  is  made, 
and  the  works  occupied  in  accordance  with  the  order,  General  Mott 
will  report  the  fact,  together  with  the  description  of  the  details  for 
garrisons  and  the  names  of  commanding  officers.  Whenever  it  may 
become  necessary  to  occupy  the  rear  line  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
First  Division  will  garrison  Forts  Patrick  Kelly  and  Blaisdell,  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Division,  Fort  Bross,  with  the 
strength  directed  herein.  The  armament  and  garrison  of  the  redoubts 
and  batteries  as  above  designated  are  those  proposed  for  the  defense 
of  the  line  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  main  force  of  the  army  for  active 
operations  elsewhere. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock  : 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  J.  HUNT, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  in  the  enemy's  lines  in  our  front 
observed  or  reported  and  but  one  or  two  shots  nred  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.  Woerner's  battery  has  relieved  McKnight's  in  Fort 
Hays. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

(Copy  to  Capt.  W.  P.  Wilson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Second  Corps.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  A.  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  your  pickets  between  the  plank  road  and  Davenport  Church, 
together  with  the  brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Finn  house,  will  be 
withdrawn  as  soon  as  General  Davies  re-establishes  his  cavalry  pickets. 
You  will  have  a  staff'  officer  communicate  with  General  Davies  in  order 
that  your  line  may  be  withdrawn  at  the  proper  time. 
Inclosed  copy  oi'  telegram  for  your  information.* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINT'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General  of  Volunteers. 

*  See  Humphreys  to  Hancock,  2.30  p.  in.,  p.  966". 


970  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  PIERCE, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade: 

GENERAL,  :  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you 
send  daily,  while  firing  is  going  on  at  the  front,  all  your  men  with  tele 
scope  rifles,  to  take  suitable  positions  on  General  De  Trobriand's  line. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHX  HAKCOCK, 
Major  and,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
Maj.  JOHN  HANCOCK, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  instruc 
tions  from  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  division  I  have  shelled 
this  afternoon  two  barns  in  front  of  the  Second  Brigade,  dislodging  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters  who  would  annoy  our  lines  from  that  point,  and 
damaging  materially  said  buildings  to  a  good  extent.  This  brought  on 
a  lively  artillery  duel,  in  which  the  enemy  shelled  Fort  Hell  (now  Fort 
Sedgwiek)  with  great  accuracy,  which  enabled  me  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  of  some  repairs  and  alterations  in  oar  embrasures,  some 
having  been  damaged  by  the  rebel  shots  and  some  by  the  tiring  of  our 
own  guns.  The  artillery  officers  stationed  there  are  anxious  to  have 
an  engineer  officer  to  attend  to  the  matter.  The  work  may  be  done  in 
one  night,  and  will  make  our  tiring  more  effective  if  two  or  three  pieces 
can  be  brought  to  bear  on  some  point  of  the  enemy's  works,  which  is 
not  the  case  now.  I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  an  engineer 
officer  be  ordered  from  army  headquarters  to  report  at  Fort  Sedgwiek 
with  directions  to  repair  the  damaged  embrasures  and  widen  the  angle 
of  aperture  of  some  of  them  so  as  to  improve  the  effect  of  our  artillery 
fire  from  that  point. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  DE  TEOBEIAM), 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  in  my 
front  during  yesterday  or  last  night.     All  was  quiet. 

G.  K.  WAEEEX, 
Major-  General,  Comm a nding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864—2.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

General  Davies  is  ordered  to  re-establish  the  cavalry  picket-line  from 
Gary's  Church  to  Davenport  Church.     The  infantry  pickets  from  plank 
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road  to  Davenport  Church  will  then  bo  withdrawn.  The  cavalry 
detachments  on  the  main  roads  in  front  of  infantry  picket-line  will  be 
maintained  and  similar  detachments  established  on  your  western  front. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
[Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff:] 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  confi 
dential  communication  relating  to  names  of  forts,  &c.  The  garrisons  1 
have  assigned  to  Forts  M  and  X  make  one  brigade,  under  General  Baxter, 
about  1,400  strong.  Fort  M  requires  about  the  same  force  as  Fort  X. 
The  outworks  to  it,  which  are  very  good,  accommodating  the  men  and 
the  lines  of  defense  and  field  of  fire,  give  it  about  the  same  requirements 
for  strength  of  garrison,  although  the  interior  space  is  considerably 
less.  This  is  a  fault  in  the  trace  of  the  work.  This  brigade  might 
also  furnish  a  little  garrison  for  Fort  O.  I  have  removed  the  guns  at 
Battery  31  into  Fort  X,  which  does  the  same  work,  and  torn  the  bat 
tery  down.  As  soon  as  this  fort  is  finished  (which  it  is  now  nearly) 
Battery  Xo.  30  can  be  dispensed  with;  also  Battery  Xo.  27.  Battery 
Xo.  29  is  not  located  correctly  on  the  map.  I  propose  to  rectify  some 
what  the  line  between  Forts  X  and  M  when  the  parts  we  are  now  work 
ing  on  are  completed,  and  in  this  way  I  think  1  can  make  one  battery 
do  the  work  of  28  and  29;  but  before  doing  this  I  wish  to  finish  an 
extensive  slashing  which  I  am  now  working  on.  The  whole  line,  how 
ever,  is  in  very  good  condition  to  trust  to  itself  at  once,  should  a  sudden 
movement  be  necessary. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22, 1864. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  movement  of  the  enemy  worthy 
of  notice  has  been  observed  and  all  has  been  quiet  along  our  lines. 
The  picket-line  in  our  rear  connects  with  the  Second  and  Fifth  Corps. 
The  location  will  be  changed  somewhat  to-day  in  order  to  straighten 
the  line,  and  as  soon  as  properly  located  the  line  will  be  strengthened 
by  slashings,  &c. 

JXO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  XINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Two  deserters  came  in  on  our  front  line  this  a.  m.  They  belong  to 
the  Thirty-eighth  Xorth  Carolina,  Colonel  Ashford,  Scales'  brigade. 
Been  in  service  about  seven  weeks.  Xo  knowledge  of  position  of  other 
commands  or  movements  of  troops. 

JXO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  22,  1864—2.30  p.  m.     (Received  2.50  p.  in.) 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

General  Davies,  commanding  cavalry,  is  ordered  to  re-establish  the 
cavalry  pickets  from  Gary's  Church  to  Davenport  Church.  As  soon 
as  they  are  posted  the  pickets  of  the  Second  Corps  from  plank  road  to 
Davenport  Church  will  be  withdrawn.  The  cavalry  are  directed  to 
make  some  connection  with  the  left  of  your  picket-line  on  the  plank 
road.  The  detachments  of  cavalry  in  front  of  the  infantry  line  on  the 
main  roads  will  be  continued  there.  The  brigade  of  the  Second  Corps 
near  the  Finn  house  will  be  withdrawn. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864 — 2.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  necessity  for  holding  the  Second  Division  Cavalry  in  reserve 
having  passed,  the  commanding  general  directs  tbat  it  be  used  in 
picketing.  The  cavalry  will  picket  from  Gary's  Church  across  to 
Davenport  Church,  &c.,  the  detachments  in  front  of  the  infantry  pick 
ets  between  the  plank  road  and  the  Weldon  railroad  being  maintained. 
Detachments  for  a  similar  purpose  should  be  established  on  the  west 
ern  front  of  General  Warren.  The  infantry  pickets  between  the  plank 
road  and  Davenport  Church  will  be  withdrawn  as  soon  as  the  cavalry 
pickets  are  established,  of  which  you  will  please  notify  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Second  Corps.  A  suitable  connection  wilt  be  made  by 
the  cavalry  with  the  termination  of  the  infantry  picket-line  on  the  plank 
road  near  Wascher's  or  Lucado's.  You  will  rearrange  the  cavalry 
picket-line  in  such  manner  as,  in  your  judgment,  may  be  best  adapted 
to  the  service  required  of  the  cavalry,  bearing  in  mind  that  a  strong 
reserve  should  be  held  on  or  near  the  plank  road  for  emergencies. 
When  your  arrangements  are  completed,  please  report  the  disposition 
you  have  made,  accompanied  by  explanations  on  one  of  the  photo 
graphed  maps. 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 

September  22,  1864. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
position  and  numbers  of  my  pickets  established  under  the  last  orders 
from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  the  Vaughan  road  in  the 
western  front  of  the  Fifth  Corps  is  a  force  of  120  men,  their  reserve 
stationed  at  the  outside  infantry  line  and  their  vedettes  thrown  down 
the  road  within  sight  of  the  enemy's  pickets  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile. 
On  the  Weldon  railroad  a  force  of  tifty  men  is  posted  as  a  reserve  at 
the  outside  infanty  line,  with  fifty  employed  in  picketing  toward  Reams' 
Station  and  on  the  Wyatt  road,  covering  over  half  a  mile  to  the  front. 
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Half  a  mile  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  a  force  is  posted  of  fifty  men, 
picketing  several  small  wood  roads  in  front  of  the  infantry  line  for  half 
a  mile  to  the  front.  The  infantry  line  is  the  same  held  by  our  cavalry 
before  the  recent  concentration  of  the  brigade.  I  have  no  copy  of  the 
photographic  map  of  the  army  in  my  possession,  or  I  would  send  it  up 
marked.  My  officers  report  that  the  number  of  men  is  more  than  suffi 
cient  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  the  picketing  is  done. 
Respectfully, 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION  CAVALRY, 

September  22,  1S64. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  /Second  J)h\  Car.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

COLONEL:  The  necessity  of  holding  this  division  in  reserve  having 
passed  you  will  please  take  up  your  line  as  follows,  viz:  Picket  from 
Gary's  Church  to  Davenport  Church  with  force  sufficient  to  resist 
an  attack,  and  keep  a  strong  reserve  on  plank  road;  also  picket  on 
Gary's  Church  road  toward  Reams'  Station.  The  infantry  pickets  left 
will  rest  on  plank  road  at  Lucado's  or  Wascher's,  where  you  can  com 
municate  with  them  on  your  right. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Please  report  when  this  line  is  established  in  order  that  it  may 
be  reported  to  General  Hancock  that  he  may  withdraw  his  infantry 
from  that  portion  of  the  line. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  September  22,  1864 — 11.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Bermuda  Hundred: 

The  Chief  of  Ordnance  reports  that  the  300  Spencer  rifles  requested 
in  your  telegram  of  yesterday  will  be  forwarded  to  day.*  The  ammuni 
tion  is  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  can  be  had  by  your  requisition  on  the  ord 
nance  officer  there.  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  former  requisition 
referred  to  in  your  telegram,  in  order  that  the  delay,  if  any,  may  be 
investigated.  The  Chief  of  Ordnance  reports  that  none  was  made  on 
his  bureau. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Washington,  D.  C.,  September  22,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Commanding,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

You  are  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  recruit  a  regiment  of 
volunteer  infantry  at  Point  Lookout,  as  requested  in  your  letter  of  Sep- 

*  Butler's  original  dispatch  reads  800  Spencer  ritfes;  see  p.  959. 
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teniber  15.  The  terms  of  service  will  be  for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  as 
the  men  may  elect.  Recruitment,  organizations,  and  musters  to  con 
form  to  existing  regulations.  Officers  will  be  appointed  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Circular  Xo.  62  from  this  office.  Arms  and 
other  supplies  will  be  furnished  on  your  requisition.  So  soon  as 
recruited  the  regiment  will  be  reported  to  the  Adjutant-General  with 
view  to  its  being  ordered  to  the  Northern  frontier. 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  22,  1864 — 4.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

Please  let  the  troops  you  have  near  this  place  remain  where  they  are 
for  the  present,  and  if  it  does  not  make  too  much  change  in  your  pres 
ent  front  send  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  now  here.  I  am  having  a 
line  of  fortifications  laid  out  and  commenced  for  contingencies  which 
may  arise  and  which  I  will  explain  when  I  see  you. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  22,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from  Spring 
Hill: 

The  enemy  have  a  large  force  at  work  strengthening  their  breast- works  on  differ 
ent  places  of  their  lines. 

A.  G.  SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  22,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  enemy  have  tired  but 
few  shots  to-day,  owing  to  the  fact  that  prisoners  were  being  exchanged. 
Am  having  a  battery,  with  three  embrasures  for  light  pieces,  built  to 
the  left  of  the  mortar  batteries,  in  order  to  engage  the  rebel  light  guns 
stationed  in  an  angle  of  the  woods.  As  far  as  my  company  is  con 
cerned,  everything  goes  on  well.  We  all  work  hard;  do  the  best  we 
can. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  18(11. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

Everything  unusually  quiet  on  my  line  during  past  twenty-four 
hours. 

D.  B.  BIENEY, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

A  deserter  confirms  the  report  that  Hoke  has  returned.     Says  that 
,  he  is  in  reserve  behind  Bushrod  Johnson  drilling.     He  also  reports 
the  return  of  other  troops  from  Weldon  railroad  to  reserve  at  what  he 
calls  the  wagon  yard. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  22,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Is  not  the  assignment  of  800  men  to  Fort  Morton  a  typographical 
error?  The  work  will  not  accommodate  over  300  men,  its  present  gar 
rison.  Please  answer. 

D.  B.  BIRXEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864.     (Sent  1.30  p.  m.) 
General  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

Major  Michler,  Engineers,  who  arranged  the  garrisons  for  the  field- 
works,  is  at  present  absent  from  camp.  I  will  lay  your  dispatch  before 
him  when  he  returns  and  let  you  know  whether  there  has  been  any 
error  with  regard  to  the  garrison  assigned  to  Fort  Morton. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864 — 6.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps  : 

Major  Michler,  acting  chief  engineers,  states  that  in  assigning  800 
men  as  the  garrison  of  Fort  Morton,  it  was  designed  that  this  garrison 
should  also  occupy  Battery  ]STo.  14,  on  the  right.  If  the  garrison  can 
not  be  accommodated  in  the  fort  and  redoubt,  it  can  be  placed  in  the 
covered  way  adjacent. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  22,  1864. 
Major- General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding   Tenth  Army  Corps: 

General  Humphreys  says  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  have  the 
garrison  put  into  the  redoubt  at  once,  but  merely  have  them  selected 
to  avoid  confusion  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  movement.  The  relative 
strength  of  the  garrisons  he  knows  nothing  of.  I  will  arrange  them 
this  evening  when  Major  Michler  returns  and  will  inform  you  in  the 
morning. 

G.  L.  GILLESPIE, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September. 22,  1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  The  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Artillery 
Brigade  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  is  respectfully  submitted: 
Four  hundred  and  seventy-two  rounds  were  tired  at  the  city  of  Peters 
burg  and  the  enemy's  works,  nearly  all  of  which  were  expended  in 
firing  the  salute  at  sunrise  yesterday  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector -General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  22,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  my  command  during  the  pavSt 
twenty-four  hours.  Fatigue  details  were  engaged  in  work  on  Fort 
McGiivery,  the  lunette  at  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  on  the  parapet 
on  the  right  and  left  of  Fort  McGiivery,  and  much  progress  has  been 
made. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  THIRD  Div.,  IOTH  AEMY  CORPS, 

No.  7.  )         Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  22,  1864. 

1.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps, 
this  command  will  be  hereafter  designated  the  First  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps.  Regimental  commanders  will  make  all 
reports  required  by  existing  orders  direct  to  these  headquarters.  Col. 
James  Shaw,  jr.,  Seventh  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops,  will  resume  command 
of  his  regiment.  The  officers  composing  his  personal  staff  as  brigade 
commanders  will  report  to  their  regiments  for  duty. 
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2.  Hereafter  all  commissioned  officers  oil  returning  from  leave  of 
absence,  or  those  reporting  for  duty  for  the  first  time,  will  report  in 
person  at  these  headquarters  before  going  on  duty  with  their  respect 
ive  commands.  When  the  division  is  organized  they  will  report  as 
above  ordered  at  the  division  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney: 

M.  BAILEY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  CAVALRY  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

September  22,  1864. 
Capt.  M.  J.  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

SIR:  In  accordance  to  instructions  from  commanding  general  of  last 
evening,  I  sent  out  a  reconnaissance  at  4  o'clock  this  morning.  Lieuten 
ant  Irwin,  the  officer  in  charge,  returned  at  8  o'clock  and  reports: 

I  have  thoroughly  examined  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Sycamore  Church  and 
for  miles  on  the  left  and  front,  and  find  no  trace  or  indication  of  any  force  of  the 
enemy  since  last  raid. 

Lieutenant  Irwin  is  a  reliable  officer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


NORFOLK,  VA.,  September  22,  1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff,  Point  of  Rocks,  Va.  : 

A  reconnoiteriug  force  sent  beyond  Suffolk  hears  of  no  enemy  on  or 
near  the  Blackwater. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  F.  SHEPLEY, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  22,  1864. 
General  SHEPLEY, 

Norfolk : 

The  enemy  has  undoubtedly  left  the  vicinity  of  the  Blackwater  some 
days  ago  and  returned  to  Petersburg. 

G.  W.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  September  23,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

If  General  Hancock  is  going  to  take  his  leave  of  absence  he  had  bet 
ter  start  in  the  morning.  General  Gibbon  has  been  relieved  from  duty 
with  the  Eighteenth  Corps  and  will  be  back  to  the  Second  on  day  after 
to  morrow. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  23,  1864—11  a.  m.     (Received  11.10  a.  m.) 
Lieut.  Gen.  TJ.  S.  GRANT  : 

The  quiet  of  the  lines  has  not  been  disturbed  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  Second  Cavalry  Division  have  been  placed  on  duty, 
and,  in  connection  with  Kautz's  division,  are  watching  and  picketing 
the  country  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to  the  James;  the  infantry 
picketing  the  rear  from  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  to  the  AYeldon  rail 
road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  23,  1864—11.30  a.  m.     (Received.  11.40  a.  m.) 
Lieutenant-Geueral  GRANT  : 

The  signal  officer  on  Weldon  railroad  reports  that  at  10.20  a.  m.  to 
day  six  regiments  of  infantry,  followed  by  three  ambulances,  moved 
to  our  left  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  Richmond 
Enquirer  of  the  22d  with  an  official  dispatch  from  Lee  reporting  the  fall 
ing  back  of  Early  from  Winchester  to  Fisher's  Hill,  and  acknowledging 
the  death  of  Generals  Rodes  and  Godwiij,  and  the  wounding  of  Fitz 
Lee.  The  losses  reported  to  be  severe.  Three  pieces  of  artillery  were 
lost,  but  the  trains  and  supplies  brought  off  safely. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Majo  r-  G  en  eral. 


CITY  POINT,  September  23,  1864. 
General  MEADE  : 

Order  a  salute  of  100  guns,  shotted,  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning 
in  honor  of  Sheridan's  second  great  victory. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 
(Same  to  General  Butler.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  23,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT  : 

I  congratulate  you  and  the  country  most  heartily  on  the  glorious 
news  from  Sheridan.  I  have  ordered  a  salute  of  100  shotted  guns  from 
Hancock's  batteries,  the  center  of  rny  line,  at  sunrise  to-morrow. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  23,  1864. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter  from  the  Fourteenth  Alabama,  Sanders'  bri 
gade,  of  Mahoiie's  division,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps  last  evening  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road.  He  states  that  most 
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of  the  army  is  upon  the  right  fortifying  and  that  they  are  only  keeping 
up  a  skeleton  line  in  the  center.  His  brigade,  he  thinks,  is  on  the 
right  of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  extending  just  across  it.  He  thinks 
Mahoue's  division  lies  principally  to  the  right  of  the  plank  road;  can 
not  say  what  troops  are  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road  extending  toward 
Beauregard,  but  thinks  Mahone's  old  brigade  is  in  there  somewhere; 
has  not  much  intelligence.  His  regiment  is  161  men  bearing  arms. 
His  company,  the  largest  in  his  regiment,  has  twenty-one  men  for  duty. 
From  his  estimates  of  the  other  regiments  in  the  brigade,  Sanders' 
strength  is  about  800  men.  No  news  of  Early's  defeat  has  yet  reached 
the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOOK. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  23,  1864—9.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

Enemy  working  in  small  force  on  our  extreme  left.     All  quiet. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


JORDAN'S  HOUSE,  September  23,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy  are  using  horses  on  the  Petersburg  and  Richmond 
Railroad  hauling  platform-cars  loaded  with  lumber  toward  Petersburg. 
I  send  the  following  rebel  message: 

9.30  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT], 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

The  enemy's  camps  to  the  rear  of  open  space  to  the  left  of  CobVs  have  decreased. 
One  gun-boat  above  pontoon  all  night.  The  cars  were  heard  constantly  running  on 
the  City  Point  Railroad. 

S, 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

T.  R.  CLARK, 

Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  23,  1864 — 3.20  p.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  3  p.  m.  a  brigade  of  infantry,  numbering  about  1,100,  came  from 
the  left  on  line  of  Weldon  railroad  and  disappeared  in  woods  west  of 
railroad  apparently  moving  toward  Petersburg. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 
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SEPTEMBER  23,  1864—5.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER  : 

A  small  party  of  enemy  have  been  digging  at  each  of  two  points  of 
second  line  to-day.  The  object  of  their  work  could  not  be  determined. 
Please  send  by  bearer  the  letter  and  telegram  of  Lieutenant  Hill's 
which  you  sent  to  Captain  Taylor  and  Lieutenant  Clarke  and  I  will 
return  it  early  in  the  morning. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  23,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  p.  in.  The  enemy  still  working  beyond  the  city  to  our 
right  of  Clifton.  The  following  has  been  intercepted : 

9  A.  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT], 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

One  regiment  of  infantry  drilling  in  open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's.  One  gun 
boat  above  pontoon.  Cars  are  constantly  running  to  and  from  City  Point. 

J.  A.  S., 

AtC. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

2.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

Three  companies  of  infantry  accompanied  by  seven  wagons  came  from  enemy's 
front  in  Prince  George  going  toward  City  Point.  Fifteen  wagons  came  from  same 
place  going  toward  front. 

J.  Q.  E., 
Sergeant. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

4.15  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

Three  companies  of  infantry  drilling  at  the  works  on  Gilliam's  farm.  One  regi 
ment  of  infantry  and  one  cavalry  drilling  in  open  space  to  the  left  of  Cobb's. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  infantry  now  drilling  on  Gilliam's  farm ;  they  have  now  retired 
behind  the  battery.  One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

•     J.  A.  S., 

AtC. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.45  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

Fifteen  wagons  passed  on  military  road  rear  of  Battery  5  going  toward  City  Point. 
Eight  passed  on  same  road  going  toward  Petersburg. 

.  J.  Q.  E., 

AtD. 

(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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SEPTEMBER  L'3,  1804 — (i.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

There  has  been  a  detail  busy  part  of  the  day  bringing  timber  down 
toward  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  four-gun  battery.  Other  details 
same  as  usual.  No  movement  to-day. 

A.  C.  JOKDAN, 

Sergeant. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  37.  J  September  23,  1864. 

The  following  order*  of  the  commander  of  the  Second  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps,  having  been  transmitted  to  these  headquarters 
for  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  general,  the  same  is  approved 
and  confirmed,  and  it  is  announced  that,  hereafter,  no  regiment  or 
battery  that  loses  its  colors  in  action  will  be  allowed  to  carry  others 
without  the  authority  of  the  commanding  general,  and  such  permission 
will  not  be  given  in  cases  where  it  shall  appear  that  a  regiment  or 
battery  has  lost  its  colors  through  misconduct  in  battle,  until  such 
troops  shall,  by  their  bravery  on  other  fields,  have  fully  retrieved  their 
tarnished  honor. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  S3,  1864. 

Fort  S  in  the  line  of  intrenchments,  designated  as  Fort  Kelly,  will  be 
known  as  Fort  Patrick  Kelly. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  23,  1864—10.30  a.  m. 

General  MEADE: 

•I  forward  a  copy  of  Blchmond  paper  of  the  22d,  by  orderly.  It  con 
tains  a  dispatch  from  Lee  to  Secretary  of  War,  announcing  the  defeat 
of  Early,  with  death  of  Rodes  and  General  A.  C.  Godwin,  and  wound 
ing  of  Fitz  Lee.  Says  Early  has  fallen  back  to  Fisher's  Hill ;  also, 
contains  a  rather  doleful  editorial  on  the  subject,  and  another  admitting 
a  scarcity  of  supplies  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  (>3,  August  30,  p.  595. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  23,  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  list  of  casual 
ties  in  the  command  from  the  20th  to  the  31st  of  August,  1864,  inclusive : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

Total. 
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Artillery  Brigade  

1 
11 
6 

10 
33 
30 
1 

l 

25 
22 


22 
159 
176 
4 

3 
39 
38 
1 

71 
1,036 
905 
11 

5 
75 
66 
1 

103 
1,  228 
1,111 
16 

108 
1.303 
1,177 
17 

First  Division  

Second  Division  

Third  Division  

Total  

19 

74 

48 

361 

82 

2,023 

149 

2,458 

2,607 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  23,  1864—8  a.  m. 
Capt.  J.  N.  CRAIG, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  in  the  enemy's  lines 
observed  or  reported  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  About  4  p.  m. 
yesterday -the  batteries  on  our  right  opened  upon  a  small  working  party 
of  the  enemy  to  our  left,  and  invisible  to  the  batteries  of  this  corps. 
The  enemy  replied  from  his  batteries  in  our  front.  A  few  shots  from 
Clark's,  Dow's,  and  Burton's  batteries  soon  silenced  them,  when  the 
firing  ceased.  No  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  23,  1864. 

The  following  names  have  been  designated  by  the  commanding  gen 
eral  for  the  batteries  and  redoubts  on  the  line  occupied  by  this  division, 
with  the  armament  and^garrison  set  opposite  each:- 

One-gun  battery  on  Norfolk  railroad  on  front  line^— Battery  18;  one 
field  gun. 

Inclosed  work  immediately  on  the  left  of  Norfolk  railroad — Fort 
Meikel;  three  guns,  100  men. 

Two-gun  battery  immediately  to  the  left  of  Fort  Meikel— Battery  19; 
two  guns. 

Inclosed  work  to  left  of  Battery  19,  formerly  10-inch  mortar  battery — 
Fort  Eice;  six  guns,  180  men. 

Two-gun  battery  to  the  left  of  Fort  Rice— Battery  20. 
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Four-gun  battery  next  on  right  of  work  hitherto  known  as  Fort 
Hell — Battery  21;  tour  guns. 

Work  on  plank  road  hitherto  known  as  Fort  Hell,  with  additional 
work  on  the  left  of  the  road — Fort  Sedgwick;  800  men,  four  44-inch 
Kodman,  two  siege  howitzers,  eight  field  guns. 

Large  square  redoubt  on  left  of  plank  road,  hitherto  known  as  Fort 
Crawford — Fort  Davis;  eight  field  guns,  550  men. 

Battery  in  front  of  Fort  Davis  on  right  of  plank  road — Battery  22. 

Inclosed  work  near  the  Strong  house — Fort  Alexander  Hays;  four 
guns,  150  men. 

The  garrisons  will  be  immediately  placed  in  the  forts  and  regarded 
as  permanent,  to  be  moved  only  under  special  directions  from  head 
quarters  of  the  army.  General  De  Trobriand  will  at  once  assign  the 
designated  garrisons  to  Forts  Meikel,  Rice,  and  Sedgwick;  Colonel 
McAllister  to  Fort  Davis,  and  General  Pierce  to  Fort  Alexander  Hays, 
and  assign  a  suitable  officer  to  the  command  of  each.  As  soon  as  the 
assignment  is  made  and  the  works  occupied  in  accordance  with  this 
order  they  will  report  the  fact,  together  with  the  description  of  the 
details  for  garrison  and  names  of  commanding  officers. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Mott: 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG^LDE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  23,  1864. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers 
will  leave  90  or  100  men  in  Fort  Meikel,  and  with  balance  will  relieve 
the  Seventy-third  New  York  Volunteers  at  Fort  Eice  (late  Fort  War 
ren).  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Seventy-third  New  York  Volun 
teers,  when  so  relieved,  will  take  the  place  vacated  by  the  Eighty-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers,  in  line  between  the  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers  and  Fort  Meikel.  The  commanding  otficer 
of  the  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery  will  relieve  the  Second  II.  S. 
Sharpshooters  and  the  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  at  Fort  Sedgwick. 
The  commanding  officers  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters  and  the 
Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  will  take  the  place  vacated  by  the  First 
Maine  Heavy  Artillery,  in  line,  the  Second  U.  S.  Sharpshooters  on  the 
right  and  the  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers  on  the  left.  This  move 
ment  will  commence  at  10  a.  m.  24th  instant,  and  will  be  carried  out 
quickly  and  quietly,  using  the  covered  ways  altogether,  so  as  not  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  K.  d'e  Trobriand: 

J.  M.  LINNAKD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL,  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  3D  BRIG.,  3o  Div.,  2o  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  78.  J  September  23,  1864. 

Irt obedience  to  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  division, 
the  following  change  in  the  garrison  of  Fort  Davis  (Fort  Crawford) 
will  be  made : 

I.  Colonel  Schoonover,  commanding  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
will  move  his  command  out  of  the  fort  to  the  place  now  occupied  by 
the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 


984  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

II.  Major  Elvers,  commanding  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
will  take  the  place  of  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  with  his 
command,  in  the  fort.    The  commandants  of  the  above-named  regiments 
will  effect  this  change  at  G  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
By  command  of  Col.  Eobert  McAllister : 

J.  P.  FINKELMEIEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  33,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  in  my  front 
yesterday  or  during  the  night.  All  the  pioneers  of  the  corps  yesterday 
slashing  timber  to  the  west  of  these  headquarters.  A  deserter  from 
Twenty-second  North  Carolina  was  received  this  moruiug  and  will  be 
sent  up. 

G.  K.  WAEEEN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. . 


SEPTEMBER  23,  18G4 — 10.20  a,  m. 
Captain  DAVIS: 

Six  regiments  of  infantry  passed  to  our  left  upon  Squirrel  Level  road. 
They  were  followed  by  three  ambulances. 

GEO.  J.  CLAEKE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  23 ',  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  quiet  on  my  lines  during  the  last  twenty 
four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PAEKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  23,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  cavalry  picket- 
line.  The  line  is  established  as  directed.  A  map  of  the  line  is  being 
prepared,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable  to  com 
plete  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  MoM.  GEEGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Second  Division. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIE  POTOMAC, 
September  23,  1864—10.30  a.  m.     (Sent  1(UO  a.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Major  Micliler,  acting  -chief  engineer,  will  send  an  officer  to  map  the 
country  southward.  Please  furnish  this  officer  with  a  suitable  escort. 
He  will  call  on  you  ior  the  purpose. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  23,  1864—9.20  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Glorious  news.    It  will  be  so  foggy  at  daylight  that  we  cannot  see 
what  to  fire  at.     May  I  say  8  a.  in.  to-morrow  instead  of  daybreak? 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  23,  1864. 
Ma jor-General  BUTLER  : 

You  can  make  the  salute  to-morrow  morning  at  your  own  hour. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 
(Same  to  Major-General  Meade.) 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  23,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  made 
very  poor  practice  at  the  canal  to-day,  hurting  no  one.  They  opened 
with  sharpshooters  this  a.  in.,  firing  at  every  one  who  passed  along  the 
bank.  A  few  shells  from  the  mortars  caused  them  to  cease.  They 
were  driven  out  of  their  battery  in  the  field  this  afternoon,  and  com 
menced  firing  from  the  old  position  in  the  point  of  woods.  A  disposi 
tion  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  some  in  charge  of  the  excavation  to 
abandon  the  work.  Can  see  no  manner  of  reason  for  doing  so.  Have 
been  here  three  weeks  and  have  found  no  hotter  place  than  our  right 
mortar  battery.  Took  occasion  to  speak  very  plainly  to  the  man  in 
charge  of  the  digging  (a  citizen)  to-day;  spoke  just  what  I  thought. 
There  are  more  persons  frightened  than  hurt  in  this  locality.  Shall 
take  care  of  the  prisoners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  134.  \          Before  Petersbura,  Va..  September  23,  1864. 

1.  Col.   F.  A.  Osborn,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is 
hereby  relieved  from  duty  with  the  Second  Division,     in  relieving  Col- 
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onel  Osborn  from  that  duty  the  commanding  general  desires  to  express 
his  approval  of  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which.  Colonel  Osborn  has  dis 
charged  the  trust. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Yd.,  September  23, 1864. 
Capt.  CHARLES  H.  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Artillery    Brigade   during    the  last    twenty-four  hours:   Forty-three 
rounds  were  fired  yesterday  at  the  enemy's  working  parties  and  signal 
men.    There  is  nothing  more  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  JACKSON, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Assistant  Inspector- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^  HDQRS.  LIGHT  ARTILLERY  BRIGAGE, 

TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
No.  29.  )          Before  Petersburg,  Ya,.  September  23,  1864. 

******* 

III.  The  following  changes  of  artillery  on  the  line  of  intrenchments 
will  take  place  immediately  after  dark  this  evening:  Captain  Lee's  bat 
tery  of  10-pounder  Parrotts — two  into  the  new  redoubts  near  and  on 
the  left  of  the  present  position  of  the  battery,  one  to  the  small  redan 
on  the  right  of  the  Petersburg  and  City  Point  Railroad,  and  one  into 
the  new  redoubt  on  the  left  of  the  railroad.  Captain  Riggs'  battery 
of  light  12-pound ers — three  into  the  new  redoubt  first  mentioned 
above,  one  to  the  small  redan  on  the  right  of  the  Petersburg  and 
City  Point  Railroad,  and  two  into  the  new  redoubt  on  the  left  of  the 
railroad.  Lieutenant  Smith,  First  Connecticut  Battery,  acting  assist 
ant  inspector-general,  will  point  out  the  places  for  the  guns  and  give 
such  other  directions  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  this  order. 
******* 

By  order  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Jackson,  chief  of  artillery : 

O.  S.  DEWEY, 
First  Lieut.,  33d  New  York  Battery,  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  IOTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  98.  )  Near  Petersburg,  Ya..  September  23,  1864.\ 

I.  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Tenth  Army 
Corps,  Col.  Louis  Bell,  Fourth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  is  hereby 
released  from  arrest,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  relieving  Col.  F.  A.  Osborn,  Twenty-fourth  Massachu 
setts  Volunteers. 
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II.  In  consequence  of  the  return  to  duty  of  Col.  Louis  Bell,  Fourth 
New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  Col.  F.  A.  Osborii,  Twenty-fourth  Massa 
chusetts  Volunteers,  is  hereby  relieved  from  command  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  and  will  report  at  headquarters  Tenth  Army 
Corps. 

*****  *  * 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster: 

P.  A.  DAVIS, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


SEPTEMBER  23,  1804.     (Received  7.20  p.  m.) 
General  ORD  : 

General  Butler  thinks  it  will  be  well  to  relax  your  rule  about  com 
munication  between  the  pickets,  and  let  them  exchange  papers;  any 
how,  it  can  be  tried  for  awhile. 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


HDQRS.  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Deep  Bottom,   Va.,  September  23,  1864. 
Ma|.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C.: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  major- 
general  commanding,  in  obedience  to  instructions  of  September  21, 
that  last  night  my  pickets  at  the  lower  post  below  Four-Mile  Creek 
heard  chopping  in  the  woods  in  their  front  beyond  the  rebel  advanced 
pickets  and  across  Strawberry  Plains.  There  were  also  early  this  morn 
ing  more  picket  tires  than  usual  in  the  same  woods.  Their  main  picket- 
line  at  that  point  is  supposed  to  run  through  the  woods  along  or  near 
the  road  from  New  Market  Hill  to  Malvern  Hill,  only  two  or  three 
vedettes  having  been  visible  on  the  plain.  No  change  in  their  picket- 
line  above  or  below  Four-Mile  Creek  is  visible  this  a.m.,  nor  any  change 
within  the  small  portion  of  their  lines  that  can  be  seen  from  Avithin  out 
lines.  Considerable  changes  have  been  heretofore  observed  in  the  num 
ber  and  size  of  picket-fires  above  Four-Mile  Creek  when  there  has  been 
no  change  in  the  strength  of  the  picket  and  nothing  in  the  weather  to 
account  for  it.  The  officer  of  the  outpost  thought  the  fires  not  picket 
but  camp  fires,  or  intended  to  be  thought  camp-fires. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  PAINE, 
Brigadier- General.  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  24,  1864 — 3  p.  m.     (Sent  3.30  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  you  a  dispatch*  just  received  from  General 
Birney.  When  you  directed  me  to  take  command  of  all  the  troops  and 
line  now  occupied  by  General  Birney  I  requested  him  to  send  to  these 

*  See  Birney  to  Williams,  beginning — I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  p.  1004. 


988  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  Liv. 

headquarters  any  deserters  that  might  come  in,  that  I  might  be  apprised 
of  the  position  and  forces  of  the  enemy  in  the  immediate  front  I  was 
directed  to  defend.  It  would  appear  Major-General  Butler  has,  with  a 
knowledge  of  this  fact,  countermanded,  without  any  reference  to  me. 
this  order.  I  beg  you  will  decide  whether  I  had  the  authority  to  act 
as  I  have  done,  and  if  so,  you  will  notify  Major-General  Butler  of  your 
decision,  and  request  him  to  rescind  his  order. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  V'A.,  September  24,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

The  order  giving  you  command  of  all  -the  forces  south  of  the  Appo- 
mattox  was  given  by  telegraph  whilst  General  Butler  was  absent,  and 
may  not  have  been  known  of  by  him.  Your  order  to  General  Biruey 
was  right,  but  as  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  take  up  the  whole 
of  the  line  occupied  by  the  Tenth  Corps  to-night,  it  will  only  be  neces 
sary  for  rne  to  inform  General  Butler  why  you  gave  Birney  the  orders 
you  did. 

u.  s.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  24,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

The  infantry  commander  at  Old  Court- House  reports  to  General  Ben- 
ham  that  for  the  last  few  nights  the  cavalry  pickets  have  come  back 
near  to  the  infantry,  saying  that  the  enemy  in  front  were  too  strong 
for  them.  Have  you  heard  of  any  force  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction? 
If  there  is  such  a  force  it  ought  to  be  driven  away. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864—7.30  p.  m.     (Sent  8  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

I  have  not  heard  of  any  enemy  in  the  direction  reported  by  the 
cavalry  pickets  to  General  Benham's  infantry,  and  I  don't  believe  there 
is  any  force  there  or  has  been,  but  since  the  cattle  raid  Kautz's  cavalry 
have  been  somewhat  demoralized,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  came  in  on 
some  such  pretext.  I  have  sent  your  dispatch  to  Kautz. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  24,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Four  deserters  just  forwarded  from  Second  Army  Corps. 
They  came  into  General  Mott's  lines  last  evening.  They  are  from  the 
Ninth  and  Tenth  Alabama  Kegiraents,  of  Sanders'  brigade.  They  report 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  989 

no  changes  of  the  enemy's  line.  A  rumor  has  been  current  that  Whit 
ing's  division  of  North  Carolina  militia  had  been  added  to  the  army  in 
our  front,  arid  was  lying  between  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  and  Beauregard's 
command.  One  of  informants  (the  most  intelligent)  says  it  a  mere 
rumor,  and  he  thinks  no  re-enforcements  have  been  received.  Heth's 
division,  or  a  part  of  it,  is  lying  on  the  left  of  Hill's  corps  and  connects 
with  Johnson's  division,  of  Beauregard's  command.  Hoke's  division  is 
in  reserve. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL.-GENERAL, 

September  24,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Our  men  met  last  night  three  several  agents,  who  returned 
from  Richmond  yesterday.  From  different  sources  the  following  infor 
mation  is  obtained.  A  very  large  force  of  cavalry  is  encamped  on  New 
Market  Hill.  It  is  understood  that  General  Wade  Hampton  is  person 
ally  in  command,  and  that  the  force  comprises  his  own  division,  with  the 
most  of  all  the  cavalry  belonging  to  the  enemy.  Unusual  vigilance  is 
exercised  on  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  large  details  for  scouting 
purposes  have  been  made  from  the  Texas  brigade  on  that  side  of  the  river. 
One  of  our  agents  yesterday  morning,  while  perfecting  his  arrange 
ments  to  leave  town,  saw  a  soldier  of  General  Early's  command  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted.  The  soldier  was  reading  one  of  yesterday's 
papers,  and  referring  to  the  accounts  of  the  tights  in  the  Valley,  and  the 
way  in  which  the  rebel  loss  was  underestimated,  remarked  as  follows : 

This  paper  is  a  humbug,  and  what  it  says  about  Early  is  a  lie.  I  have  just  come 
from  him,  and  he  is  this  side  of  Gordonsville,  having  been  obliged  to  fight  heavily  all 
the  way. 

From  another  agent  we  learn  that  there  was  a  rumor  in  circulation 
in  Richmond  yesterday  that  Early  was  eighteen  miles  this  side  of  Gor 
donsville.  Immediately  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta  gold  had  a  large 
advance;  after  that,  it  receded  to  2300  per  cent.  Day  before  yester 
day,  after  the  news  from  Early,  it  advanced  to  2600  per  cent.,  and  yes 
terday  the  brokers  announced  that  for  the  present  no  sales  of  it  would 
be  made.  They  were  unwilling  to  fix  any  price  at  which  they  would  sell 
it.  All  kinds  of  meat  advanced  yesterday  82  per  pound.  It  was  said 
that  guns  were  being  forwarded  as  rapidly  as  possible  from  the  arsenal 
in  Richmond  to  the  front,  and  there  is  a  reiteration  of  the  former  news 
that  all  business  is  suspended  for  a  time,  and  no  work  to  be  done  in  the 
Government  manufactories,  except  such  as  can  be  done  by  the  employ 
ment  of  our  deserters.  The  former  rumors  in  regard  to  the  abandon 
ment  of  Petersburg  were  still  in  circulation  in  Richmond,  and  seem  to 
have  gained  strength.  Our  agents  could  not  find  that  these  rumors 
rested  on  any  new  facts.  No  wounded  from  Early  were  being  received 
in  Richmond,  nor  were  there  any  but  scattering  arrivals  from  him. 
There  were  about  100  men  in  each  of  the  batteries  in  the  last  line  of 
works  about  Richmond;  nothing  at  all  in  the  two  outer  lines.  Files  of 
Richmond  papers  are  forwarded  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE   II.  SHARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 
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PLANK  EOAD  STATION, 

September  2i,  1864 — 8  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy  by  large  detail  are  working  on  their  works  in  vicinity  of 
large  fort.    No  change  visible  in  camps  or  lines. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  2L,  1861 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  p.  m.  The  enemy  are  placing  abatis  before  their  works 
to  our  right  of  Clifton.  They  are  still  working  beyond  the  city.  The 
following  was  intercepted : 

10  A.  M. 

Colonel  B[KENT]  : 

All  quiet  since  8  a.  m.     One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  15.) 

1.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[KKNT]  : 

Twelve  wagons  passed  open  space  rear  of  Battery  5,  going  toward  Petersburg. 
Artillery  company  still  encamped  in  open  space  rear  of  Battery  5. 

J.  Q.  E., 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

6  P.  M. 

Colonel  B[REXT]: 
All  quiet  this  p.  in.     One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

S., 

Sergeant,  at  (•. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

This  place  is  now  designated  Battery  No.  2. 

U.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  258.  J  September  ^,  1864. 

******* 

o.  The  One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Vol 
unteers,  having  reported  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  head 
quarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  is  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps. 

*  *  *  *  *  *         -      * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS,   ... 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864.     (Keceived  7  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  suppose  the  siege  gnns  ordered  to  be  put  in  position  on  my  line 
will  be  ordered  there  from  your  headquarters,  as  there  are  no  siege 
guns  on  the  line  at  present. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


General  HUNT: 

I  suppose  from  this  that  the  siege  guns  in  Fort  Sedgwick  have  been 
removed.     How  about  the  battery  near  the  Avery  house? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS]. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposition  of  my  command  since 
last  report.  Five  deserters  from  Wilcox's  old  brigade  were  sent  up 
this  morning;  detail  made  for  repairing  embrasures  in  Fort  Sedgwick 
under  Lieutenant  Beuyaurd. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  siege  artillery  of  your  line  will  be  put  in  position  by  the  chief  of 
artillery  here.  If  any  change  should  be  made  in  the  armament  by  sub 
stitution  of  field  artillery  for  siege  artillery  you  will  be  duly  notified, 
and  the  field  artillery  will  be  supplied. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps:. 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  immediately  to  relieve  General  Birney  along  the  whole 
line  held  by  him,  from  Mott's  right  to  the  Appomattox.  You  will 
relieve  as  much  of  his  line  to-night  as  practicable.  You  will  relieve 
the  garrisons  of  the  inclosed  works  on  Birney's  front,  also  designating 
the  garrisons  for  them. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  21,  1864—12.40  p.  in. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

You  can  withdraw  your  brigades  of  infantry  and  batteries  of  artil 
lery  on  the  Norfolk  railroad  and  at  Prince  George  Court-House. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864 — 1.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  in  relieving 
General  Biruey  you  must  use  the  batteries  of  artillery  you  have  in  re 
serve.  General  Hunt  has  in  reserve  twelve  field  guns,  which  are  also 
at  your  disposition.  Four  of  these  form  a  horse  battery.  Should  it 
be  necessary,  General  Hunt  will  be  directed  to  put  some  more  siege 
guns  in  the  redoubts  on  the  front  now  held  bv  General  Birney. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

It  is  considered  that  the  four  guns  in  Battery  No.  20  might  be  re 
moved  without  materially  weakening  the  line  there,  and  they  are  there 
fore  available  for  transfer  to  the  line  now  held  by  Biruey.  The  arma 
ment  for  Battery  No.  0,  near  Fort  McGilvery,  is  marked  for  two 
30-poimder  Parrotts,  but  the  difficulty  of  supplying  them  with  ammuni 
tion  makes  it  desirable  to  substitute  two  field  guns  for  the  armament. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864—9.20  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Birney  has  fifty  cavalrymen  picketing  to  the  river  taken 
from  his  body  guard,  which  must  be  stronger  than  mine  to  admit  of 
such  detail.  I  will  replace  them  with  infantry  unless  it  is  thought 
necessary  to  have  cavalry  there. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsements.] 

General  MEADB: 

Is  there  any  special  reason  for  cavalry  pickets  at  the  place  indicated  ? 
I  know  of  none. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
Nor  I. 

G.  G.  M[EADEj. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

In  the  confidential  circular  with  regard  to  the  armament  efforts,  &c., 
one  paragraph  directs  that  the  armament  be  at  once  placed  in  the  forts; 
the  succeeding  paragraph  directs  the  batteries  to  be  occupied  as  at 
present.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  first  paragraph  I  must  take  some 
artillery  from  the  batteries,  and  so  disregard  in  a  measure  the  second 
paragraph.  I  ask  your  instructions  in  the  matter  before  proceeding  to 
place  the  required  armament  in  the  forts,  as  I  had  intended  doing,  at 
the  expense  of  the  batteries. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  21,  1864 — 10.05  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Yes.  The  armaments  of  the  redoubts  is  to  bo  first  completed;  next 
that  of  the  batteries  with  the  armaments  marked  with  an  asterisk  (or 
star),  and  last  the  batteries  where  it  is  merely  stated  pierced  for  so 
many  guns.  Probably  you  will  not  be  able  to  arm  any  of  the  last 
named.  No  particular  reason  is  known  here  for  having  cavalry  pickets 
at  the  place  you  mention. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 
General  WILLIAMS: 

In  order  to  be  nearer  the  center  of  my  line  I  propose  moving  my 
headquarters  to  the  Deserted  House  to-morrow  morning. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  to  the  large  number  of  men  detailed  from  this 
corps  for  fatigue  for  some  time  past,  and  to  ask  if  some  measures  can 
not  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  amount  of  duty  of  this  nature  exacted  of 
my  command.  The  average  daily  detail  from  the  command  during  the 
past  week  has  been  2,700  men,  the  number,  including  picket  details, 
being  on  some  occasions  as  high  as  3,100  men.  These  details  are  made 
necessarily  from  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  the  Third  Division 
holding  the  line  from  Fort  Alexander  Hays  to  Fort  Meikel,  and  furnish 
ing  a  daily  picket  of  about  500  men  in  front  of  this  line;  it  also  fur 
nishes  working  parties  to  a  considerable  extent  where  the  work  required 
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does  not  take  the  men  far  from  the  line.  The  field  return  of  these  two 
divisions  exhibits  a  strength  of  about  9,000  men,  but  of  this  number  a 
considerable  proportion,  including  drummers,  musicians,  and  men 
borne  for  duty,  but  not  available  for  fatigue,  should  be  deducted.  The 
Second  Division  has  one  brigade  detached  at  Prince  George  Court- 
ITouse,  which  furnishes  a  picket  detail  of  about  200  men,  and  is  engaged 
at  the  same  time  in  constructing  earth-works  at  that  place.  The  details 
made  from  the  brigade  are  not  included  in  the  statements  given  on  the 
previous  page.  The  details  from  the  Second  Division  have  been  pro 
portionally  heavy  compared  with  those  from  the  First  Division,  in  order 
to  give  the  greater  number  of  recruits  in  the  latter  division  an  oppor 
tunity  for  discipline  and  instruction.  The  practical  working  of  the 
matter  is  that  the  men  are  on  duty  every  day,  so  that  the  inspectors 
report  that  they  cannot  make  the  ordinary  monthly  inspection  in  the 
Second  Division.  In  the  First  Division  there  is  no  adequate  oppor 
tunity  for  drilling  the  recruits,  a  matter  of  vital  importance.  The  men 
of  both  divisions  have  no  time  to  keep  their  arms  in  proper  order,  or  to 
pay  the  proper  attention  to  the  police  of  camp  or  the  cleanliness  of 
clothing  or  persons.  The  men  have,  in  fact,  become  day  laborers,  and 
suffer  in  their  proper  character  as  soldiers.  The  eliect  on  the  morale 
of  the  troops  1  believe  to  be  unfortunate. 

The  details  for  fatigue  coining  directly  from  the  office  of  the  chief 
engineer,  or  (as  is  usually  the  case)  from  some  officer  delegated  by  him, 
the  commanding  general  may  not  be  aware  of  the  extent  of  labor  per 
formed  by  the  corps.  It  has  constructed  a  large  proportion  of  the  work 
about  Petersburg,  commencing  with  the  rifle-pits  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  Hare  house.  After  the  corps  was  withdrawn  from  this  line  it 
constructed  several  lines  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  besides  fur 
nishing  large  details  to  aid  General  Warren  in  constructing  redoubts 
along  the  plank  road.  After  moving  to  the  Deserted  House  the 
corps  furnished  a  division  daily  for  fatigue  to  aid  in  constructing 
the  covered  ways  and  field  works  on  the  front  line,  and  built  a  large 
proportion  of  the  line  from  the  Chieves  house  to  the  ^Norfolk  railroad. 
After  its  return  from  the  first  expedition  to  Deep  Bottom  it  was  again 
called  on  for  these  heavy  details,  and  011  its  return  from  the  second 
movement  to  Deep  Bottom  was  engaged  in  heavy  fatigue  duties  until 
the  battle  of  Keams'  Station.  Since  then  it  has  built  the  entire  line 
from  the  left  of  the  plank  road  to  the  Norfolk  road  and  part  of  the  line 
on  the  right,  felling  a  great  extent  of  timber  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  Blackwater  Swamp.  The  men  have  moved  from  place  to  place, 
building  works  and  constructing  lines  they  never  occupy,  and  the 
result  is  that  they  have  to  a  certain  extent  the  habits  of  laborers,  and 
are  more  familiar  with  the  shovel  than  the  musket.  The  very  small 
number  of  officers  present  has  rendered  the  discipline  of  these  troops 
almost  impossible. 

The  object  in  laying  this  communication  before  the  commanding  gen 
eral  is  not  to  find  fault  at  the  labor  done,  the  importance  of  which  is 
apparent,  but  to  respectfully  inquire  whether  other  troops  have  not 
enjoyed  a  better  opportunity  of  discipline  and  instruction. 

I  have  deferred  representing  this  matter,  but  my  commanders  are 
pressing  upon  me  daily  the  fact  that  their  men  are  worn  out,  not  so 
much  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  labor,  but  because  of  the  con 
tinuous  nature  of  it  and  the  lack  of  any  opportunity  for  rest  or  provid 
ing  for  the  comfort  of  the  men. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WIOT'D    S.  HANCOCK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers, 


CHAP.  Liv.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  995 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

I  am  going  out,  by  General  Hancock's  order,  to  see  what  arrange 
ment  to  make  about  relieving  your  line.  Will  you  please  send  a  staff 
officer  to  meet  me  at  the  ruins  of  the  Davis  house  at  3  o'clock  to  ride 
over  the  line  and  give  me  information  as  to  the  position  of  troops,  &c.  ? 
I  will  have  our  chief  of  artillery  with  me. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1861. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

I  have  directed  General  Miles  and  Colonel  Smyth  to  commence  re 
lieving  your  line  at  dark.  General  Miles  will  occupy  from  Battery  13 
to  the  right  and  Colonel  Smyth  from  Battery  13  to  the  Norfolk  railroad. 
The  chief  of  artillery  has  also  been  directed  to  commence  relieving  your 
artillery  at  dark.  I  presume  he  has  seen  Colonel  Jackson  by  this 
time.  If  he  has  not,  I  will  direct  him  to  confer  with  him.  He  is  now 
on  the  line.  I  have  directed  my  commanders  not  to  relieve  your  picket- 
line  to-night,  as  I  want  to  try  to  get  a  chance  to  look  around  in  the 
morning  and  see  where  they  are.  Colonel  Smyth  has  sent  officers  to 
arrange  with  General  Terry  and  General  Miles  has  seen  General  Foster. 
Please  notify  your  commanders  what  time  1  begin. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

My  chief  of  artillery  missed  Colonel  Morgan.  If  your  chief  could 
report  here  mine  would  explain  the  entire  line  to  him  in  relieving  the 
batteries.  My  cavalry  escort  picket  the  river-bank.  It  will  require 
about  fifty  cavalry  to  relieve  them,  although  infantry  would  be  as  well. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

[September\  24,  1864 — 4.40  p.  m. 

Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Colonel  Morgan  has  not  returned  and  I  do  not  think  fhe  will]  be  back 
before  dark.  If  you  do  not  see  him  before  that  time  it  would  be  better 
to  send  your  chief  of  artillery  here,  as  I  will  have  use  for  Colonel  Mor 
gan  for  a  few  hours  after  he  returns  in  issuing  the  necessary  orders  for 
the  change,  and  it  would  delay  matters  if  he  were  absent  so  long  as  it 
would  take  for  him  to  go  to  your  headquarters  and  return. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864 — 8.20  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  BIRNHY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

My  chief  of  artillery  has  not  returned  from  the  line.  I  suppose  he 
has  seen  Colonel  Jackson.  If  he  has  not  artillery  enough  to  relieve  all 
your  batteries  I  suppose  you  will  permit  those  not  relieved  to  remain 
until  to-morrow  evening,  when  I  can  complete  the  arrangement  by  get 
ting  some  pieces  from  General  Hunt  and  taking  one  battery  from  Mott's 
line.  If  I  can  find  my  chief  of  artillery  in  time  I  hope  to  get  through 
to-night. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

I  will  make  any  arrangement  that  you  desire  for  the  night. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  35.  J  September  21,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  headquarters  of  the 
army,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  will  relieve  the  Tenth  Army 
Corps  in  the  line  of  intrenchments,  beginning  as  soon  after  dark  as 
practicable. 

The  Second  Division,  Colonel  Smyth  commanding,  will  relieve  the 
line  from  the  Norfolk  railroad  to  Battery  13,  as  shown  to  Colonel 
Smyth's  staff  officers  this  afternoon  by  Colonel  Morgan,  chief  of  staff. 
Colonel  Smyth  will  occupy  Fort  Morton  with  800  men. 

The  First  Division,  General  Miles  commanding,  will  relieve  the 
Tenth  Corps  line  from  Battery  13  to  the  right,  garrisoning  the  inclosed 
works  as  follows:  Fort  Haskell,  250  men;  Fort  Stedman,  300  men; 
Fort  McGilvery,  300  men. 

The  rifle-pits  connecting  these  works  and  batteries  on  the  line  will 
for  the  present  be  occupied  as  they  now  are.  The  picket-line  will  not 
be  relieved  to-night.  Any  troops  remaining  in  reserve  after  these  dis 
positions  are  made  will  be  placed  under  cover,  under  supporting  dis 
tance  of  the  line.  Commandants  of  artillery  will  relieve  as  many  of 
the  light  batteries  belonging  to  the  Tenth  Corps  now  on  the  line  as  he 
is  .able  to  relieve  with  artillery  at  his  disposal,  conferring  with  the  chief 
of  artillery  Tenth  Corps  for  this  purpose.  Commanders  of  divisions 
and  Artillery  Brigade  will  set  forth  the  disposition  in  detail  in  the 
morning  report  of  the  25th.  Corps  headquarters  will  be  moved  to  the 
Deserted  House  to-morrow. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 
Capt.  JOHN  N.  CRAIG, 

Asst.  Afljt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
CAPTAIN  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  in  the  enemy's  lines 
in  my  front  observed  or  reported  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours. 
In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Major-General  Meade  a  salute  of  100 
shotted  guns  was  lired  at  daylight  from  the  batteries  on  the  Second 
Corps  front,  apparently  doing  some  damage  to  the  enemy's  works,  but 
eliciting  no  reply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 
Captain,  Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.]    HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIG.,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24, 1864. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  following-named  batteries  will  have 
their  commands  harnessed  and  hitched  in  readiness  to  move  at  once:  F, 
First  Pennsylvania  Artillery;  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery;  A  and  B,  First 
Rhode  Island  Artillery;  Twelfth  New  York  Independent  Battery;  G, 
First  New  York  Artillery;  C  and  I,  Fifth  LT.  S.  Artillery;  First  New 
Hampshire  Battery;  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery. 
By  command  of  Capt.  F.  M.  Edgell: 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 
Col.  T.  A.  SMYTH, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

COLONEL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw 
your  brigade  of  infantry  and  batteries  of  artillery  on  the  Norfolk  road 
and  at  Prince  George  Court-House.  You  can  withdraw  your  pickets 
any  time  during  the  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 

Capt.  J.  P.  FlNKELMEIER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  TJiird  Division: 

CAPTAIN:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  division  headquarters  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  disposition  of  troops  under  my 
command  for  garrison  in  Forts  Meikel,  Rice,  and  Sedgwick:  Fort  Mei- 
kel,  100  men,  from  Eighty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  under  the  special 
command  of  Capt.  II.  G.  Harrower.  Fort  Rice,  105  men,  from  the  same 
regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lansing's  command,  extending  over  the 
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two  forts,  but  in  case  of  attack  especially  on  Fort  Rice.  Fort  Sedg- 
Avick,  Seventeenth  Maine  Volunteers,  First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery, 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  all  8]  9  officers  and 
men  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Merrill,  Seventeenth  Maine 
Volunteers,  the  ranking  officer.  I  beg,  respectfully,  to  remark  that 
those  810  officers  and  men  cannot  be  placed  in  the  fort  for  the  reason 
there  is  no  possible  room  there  for  them.  The  work  on  the  left  of  the 
plank  road  having  no  artillery  can  contain  at  the  most  300  men.  Forf 
Sedgwick  proper  (Fort  Hell)  is  iilled  up  by  the  artillerymen,  magazines, 
caissons,  save  on  the  left,  but  this  part  of  the  work  will  be  in  no  way 
too  much  for  the  six  pieces  of  artillery  (four  44-inch  Rodmans,  and  two 
siege  howitzers)  to  be  located  there  to  complete  its  armament.  For 
these  reasons  the  garrison  has  so  many  outside  .along  the  breast- works 
which  inclose  the  batteries  in  the  rear,  and  I  respectfully  submit  that 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  defense  and  make  it  more  effective  the  Battery 
21,  included  in  the  Avorks  with  which  it  connects  directly  between 
a  double  line  of  breast-works,  affording  a  very  good  place  djarmes  to  be 
easily  defended  and  large  enough  to  contain  a  small  regiment,  the 
Battery  21  being  inclosed  and  supporting  well  Fort  Sedgwick  on  the 
right.  I  have  also  to  report  that  the  signs  nailed  this  morning  are  not 
properly  fixed  and  ought  to  be  changed  to  prevent  confusion.  The 
work  on  the  left  of  the  plank  road  wears  the  sign  of  Fort  Sedgwick,  of 
which  it  is  but  an  annex.  Fort  Sedgwick  as  Battery  21*  Battery  21 
wears  the  number  20  and  Battery  20,  where  the  Fourth  Maine  Battery 
is  located  (four  guns),  is  ignored  altogether.  In  the  circular  this  bat 
tery  is  mentioned  by  mistake  as  unoccupied  or  without  guns.  In  Fort 
Rice  temporary  embrasures  made  Avith  gabions  and  sand-bags,  for  the 
protection  of  the  men  manning  two  field  pieces,  have  been  taken  off  the 
parapet,  as  I  understand,  by  order  of  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery. 
I  respectfully  submit  that  it  makes  the  use  of  these  two  pieces  extremely 
perilous.  Being  now  on  high  platforms  in  barbette,  the  men  are  fully 
exposed  to  the  tiring  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  at  a  place  where  no 
one  can  show  his  head  with  impunity  for  five  minutes.  It  is  probable 
that  this  condition  of  things  Avas  not  reported  to  General  Hunt,  and 
respectfully  submit  that  his  attention  be  called  to  this  matter,  as  the 
two  pieces  alluded  to  are  the  only  ones  bearing  in  front  against  the 
enemy's  Avorks,  and  it  is  important  that  they  should  be  kept  as  availa 
ble  as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  DE  TROBRIAND, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2-1,  1864—9  a.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  yesterday 
and  during  the  night,  nothing  unusual  transpiring.  A  deserter  came 
in  this  morning.  He  belongs  to  Seventh  North  Carolina;  has  been  in 
service  tAvo  years;  was  in  Reams'  Station  tight;  says  no  infantry  are 
on  plank  road;  Anderson's  brigade  Avas,  but  has  been  withdrawn. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

Camp  at   Warren  Station,  Va.7  September  24,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
GENERAL:  Owingto thedepleted nuinbersof  thiscommandlwould re 
spectfully  recommend  that  the  division  be  consolidated  into  one  brigade. 
The  organization  as  it  now  exists  consists  of  three  brigades :  The  First 
Brigade — Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Dismounted  Cavalry,  608  muskets ; 
the  Second  Brigade — Thirty-second  Massachusetts,  Ninety-first  and 
One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  in  all  848  muskets;  the 
Third  Brigade — One  hundred  and  eighteenth  Pennsylvania,  First  Mich 
igan,  Twentieth  Maine,  Sixteenth  Michigan,  and  four  battalions,  as  fol 
lows:  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  Forty-fourth  Ke w  York,  Fourth  Mich 
igan,  and  Eighteenth  Massachusetts,  numbering  in  all  1,050  muskets. 
It  will  be  seen  that  this  gives  only  2,500  muskets.  The  Twenty-second 
Massachusetts  belongs  to  the  division,  but  has  been  detached  and  is  on 
duty  at  City  Point,  having  only  136  muskets.  This  regiment  goes  out 
of  service  on  the  8th  of  October,  and  will  probably  not  leave  over  30 
muskets.  The  battalions  could  be  transferred  to  regiments.  The  com 
manding  officer  of  the  corps  has  already  recommended  the  transfer  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Xew  York.  The  officers  of  the  battalions  not  required 
or  not  wishing  to  remain  in  service  could  be  honorably  discharged. 
Should  the  commanding  general  give  this  recommendation  a  favorable 
consideration  he  will  at  once  see  that  the  consolidation  must  give  the 
brigade  some  hundreds  of  additional  men  for  musket  duty,  by  decreas 
ing  the  number  of  extra  daily  and  detached  duty  men.  The  organiza 
tion  as  it  now  exists  is  not  believed  to  be  in  keeping  with  the  interests 
of  the  service.  From  having  the  name  of  division  with  three  brigades 
its  details  are  very  heavy.  For  instance,  the  picket-line  is  at  the  present 
time  over  four  miles,  requiring  900  men,  with  proper  complement  of  offi 
cers,  and  there  has  not  been  a  day  since  on  this  line  that  the  detail  has 
been  less  than  from  500  to  700. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedrent  servant, 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  Fifth  Army  Corps: 
COLONEL:  I  would  again  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  proper 
authorities  the  want  of  brigade  commanders,  and  ask  that  Lieut.  Col. 
William  A.  Throop,  First  Michigan  Volunteers,  be  brevetted  a  briga 
dier.  Colonel  Throop  has  had  more  experience  than  any  field  officer 
in  this  command,  and  I  don't  think  has  his  superior  as  a  drill  officer 
and  disciplinarian  in  the  service,  and  I  trust  his  application  may  meet 
with  early  attention,  and  Colonel  Throop  assigned  according  to  his 
brevet  rank. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  132.  (  Warren's  Station,  Va.,  September  2-1,  1864. 

Col.H.  G.  Sickel,  One  hundred  and  ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volun 
teers,  having  reported  ~with  his  regiment  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  is  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Griffin: 

GEO.  MONTEITEI, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1861—9.30  a.m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  nothing  unusual  on  my  lines  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours.  Detached  rifle-pits  and  defenses  are  being 
constructed  along  my  rear  line  of  pickets. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 
Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS: 

Will  you  please  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  any  order  or  telegram 
extending  the  leave  of  Major-General  Burnside  and  stafff  I  received 
from  Major  General  Burnside  a  copy  of  telegram  from  Lieuteuant- 
General  Grant  to  Major-General  Burnside  on  this  subject  under  date 
of  September  1,  but  it  has  either  been  destroyed  or  mislaid. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  24,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

The  telegram  from  General  Grant  to  General  Burnside  referred  to  in 
your  dispatch  of  to-day  reads  as  follows: 

CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  1,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  E.  BUUNSIDE, 

Providence,  S.  /.  : 

Await  orders  where  ^ou  are.     Your  staff  may  remain  with  you. 

'U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-dencral. 

No  subsequent  orders  have  been  given  to  General  Burnside. 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  183.  j  September  24,  1864. 

******* 

5.  In  pursuance  of  orders  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
it  is  hereby  directed  that  a  garrison  of  150  be  placed  in  Fort  Howard 
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by  Brigadier-General  Hartrauft,  commanding  First  Division.  This 
garrison  will  be  considered  as  permanent  and  will  not  be  moved  unless 
specially  directed  by  virtue  of  authority  from  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  For  the  present  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  camp  or 
quarters  of  the  men  be  inside  the  work,  but  may  be  pitched  in  its 
immediate  vicinity. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Parke: 

JNO.  C.  YOUNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS. 

September  21,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  sketch*  of  the  picket-line  of 
the  Second  Division  Cavalry.  West  of  General  Warren's  front,  on  the 
Vaughan  road,  is  a  reserve  of  120  men,  with  vedettes  on  the  road  in 
front  of  the  infantry  line.  On  the  railroad  south  of  General  Warren's 
position  a  reserve  (150  men)  with  vedettes  covering  the  Wyatt  road 
and  the  roads  to  Reams'  Station  and  Wood's  Shop.  On  the  plank 
road  one  regiment  (250  men)  covering  the  road  to  Reams'  Station  and 
the  plank  road.  On  the  road  leading  from  McCann's  to  Lee's  Mill  one 
regiment  (250  men)  picketing  to  the  plank  road  and  to  Davenport 
Church. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

I  have  your  communication  of  to  day's  date  respecting  the  pickets 
from  the  Weldon  railroad  to  Davenport  Church.  As  this  appears  to 
be  intended  for  the  report  asked  for  in  my  dispatch  of  22d  instant  to 
General  Davies,  I  think  there  must  be  some  misapprehension  of  that 
dispatch.  It  called  for  a  complete  rearrangement  of  the  calvary  picket- 
line  from  the  plank  road  to  the  James  River.  The  force  picketing  from 
Davenport  Church  to  the  James  River  was  considered  to  be  entirely 
inadequate  to  that  duty.  The  dispatches  to  General  Davies  previous  to 
that  of  2.30  p.  m.  of  the  22d  will  show  what  had  been  intended. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864 — 2.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  two  brigades  and  two  batteries  of  the  Second  Corps  now  at 
Prince  George  Court-House  and  on  the  Norfolk  railroad  will  be  with 
drawn  to-day. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*  Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2i,  1864. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  Cavalry : 
COLONEL:  You  will  please  prepare  (by  getting  three  days' rations 
and  two  of  forage)  a  sufficient  force  to  take  up  and  picket  to  Two 
Bridges.  The  two  brigades  infantry  and  the  two  batteries  now  at 
Prince  George  Court-House  will  be  withdrawn  to-day.  Just  have  this 
force  in  readiness  to  go  on  picket  upon  the  return  of  the  general,  who 
is  now  absent  at  General  Kautz's  headquarters.  Other  orders  will  be 
issued  you.  Do  not  saddle,  but  hold  in  readiness  to  do  so  before  receipt 
of  further  orders. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  Cavalry: 
COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  to-morrow  morning 
by  daylight  you  will  cause  a  picket  force  of  309  men  to  take  position 
south  of  and  near  McCaim's  house  on  railroad  (Norfolk)  to  take  up 
picket-line  between  your  present  left  (Davenport  Church)  and  Two 
Bridges,  relieving  all  of  General  Kautz's  pickets  on  that  line;  your  left 
will  then  be  at  Two  Bridges.    You  will  keep  a  strong  reserve  on  rail 
road.    There  are  two  main  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Norfolk  rail 
road.    This  picket  force  need  not  go  out  until  morning  25th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

P.  S. — Please  report  as  soon  as  you  have  established  the  extension 
of  your  line. 

H.  C.  W. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1864.     (Received  12.45  p.  in.) 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

The  Second  Corps  will  relieve  the  Tenth  from  the  trenches  to-night. 
Instruct  General  Birney  to  move  his  corps  in  rear  of  its  present  posi 
tion  when  relieved,  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  L 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  24,  1864. 

Lieuten ant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  &c.,  City  Point,  Va. : 

The  telegram  in  relation  to  the  Second  Corps  received  and  proper 
orders  forwarded. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  21,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

During:  your  absence,  and  when  an  attack  was  anticipated,  at  the 
suggestion  of  General  Ord,  I  directed  General  Meade  to  hold  himself 
responsible  for  all  of  the  line  south  of  the  Appomattox,  and  that  all 
troops  occupying  such  line  obey  his  orders,  it  was  under  these  cir 
cumstances  that  General  Meade  directed  General  Birney  to  send  pris 
oners  and  deserters  to  his  provost-marshal.  The  Second  Corps  reliev 
ing  the  Tenth  to-night  will  make  it  unnecessary  either  to  repeal  or 
withdraw  the  order.  All  prisoners  and  deserters  taken  by  either  army, 
however,  should  be  sent  to  the  provost-marshal-general  at  City  Point 
as  soon  as  questioned.  I  suppose  they  have  been  so  disposed  of  here 
tofore. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  21,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL  :  The  signal  officer  at  tower  on  James  Eiver  reports  "  situa 
tion  unchanged  from  yesterday."  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill 
reports  that  nothing  now  has  occurred  to-day  along  the  enemy's  lines. 
Their  working  parties  have  been  employed  in  strengthening  their  works 
during  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864.     (Received  9.25  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutan  t-  General : 

Nothing  of  interest  on  my  line.  The  large  7-inch  Brooke  gun  has 
been  moved  from  its  position.  The  salute  elicited  little  or  no  response. 
The  contrabands  sent  up  on  yesterday  reported  the  moving  of  artillery 
(heavy  guns)  on  trucks  to  South  Side  Railroad. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  24,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

Please  inform  me  upon  what  authority  prisoners  of  war  and  deserters 
from  the  enemy  sent  to  you  are  forwarded  other  than  to  the  provost- 
marshal  at  these  headquarters,  as  I  understand  they  are.     In  future 
will  you  see  that  all  such  persons  are  forwarded  at  once  to  these  head 
quarters  1 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  18C>4. 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  information  of  Major-General 
Meade,  that  I  ain  ordered  by  General  Bntler  to  forward  prisoners  of 
war  and  deserters  to  his  headquarters;  also,  asking  me  by  what 
authority  I  had  stopped  doing  so.  I  have  answered  by  an  order  from 
General  Meade,  and  that  hereafter  I  will  send  those  persons  to  his 
headquarters. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  2-1,  1861 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

The  Second  Corps  will  relieve  you  to-night.  You  will  mass  your 
corps  in  the  rear  of  its  present  position,  when  relieved,  out  of  sight  of 
the  enemy. 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  24,  1861 — 2.10  p.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  you  will  be  relieved  to-night  from 
the  position  your  corps  holds  by  Major  General  Hancock,  commanding 
Second  Corps.  Upon  being  relieved  you  will  mass  your  troops  well  in 
rear  of  the  position  they  now  hold,  and  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy. 
You  will  receive  instructions  as  to  your  subsequent  movements  from 
Major-General  Butler,  commanding  department,  &c. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  24,  1864. 

Commanding  officers  will  hold  their  commands  ready  to  be  relieved 
to-night  by  the  Second  Corps.  Staff  officers  of  division  and  independ 
ent  brigades  will  be  sent  to  these  headquarters  to  ascertain  the  place 
where  the  troops  will  be  massed  upon  being  relieved.  The  chief  of 
artillery  will  at  once  see  General  Hunt  as  to  the  relief  of  the  artillery 
during  the  night. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  AY.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


'CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  24,  1864. 
In  being  relieved  to-night  the  garrisons  in  the  forts  will  be  relieved 
with  rest  of  the  troops.    The  exchange  will  be  managed  quietly,  and 
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division  officers  of  the  day  will  be  at  division  headquarters  ready  to 
give  all  information  to  the  officers  of  the  Second   Corps.    The  com 
manding  officer  of  engineers  will  report  for  orders  to  these  headquarters 
and  camp  in  rear  of  the  corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney : 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  128.  \          lie/ore  Petersburg,  F«.,  September  24,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

III.  Hereafter,  whenever  marching  orders  are  received  by  this  com 
mand,  knapsacks  of  the  men  will  be  immediately  inspected  by  the 
regimental  commanders,  and  all  superfluous  articles,  which  by  their 
weight  would  tend  to  break  down  the  men  upon  the  march,  will  be  im 
mediately  thrown  out.    Any  man  picking  up  articles  so  rejected  without 
the  consent  of  his  regimental  commander  will  be  tried  by  general  court- 
martial. 

IV.  In  all  movements  of  this  command  the  cooking  utensils  of  the 
companies  will  be  carried  in  the  wagons,  for  each  of  which  one  man  will 
be  detailed  as  guard.    All  other  enlisted  men  reported  by  their  regi 
ments  as  for  duty,  or  upon  special  duty,  will  march  in  the  ranks  of 
their  companies. 

V.  The  brigade  commanders  are  charged  with  the  strict  enforcement 
of  the  provisions  of  this  order. 

#  *  *  #  *  *  * 

IX.  Col.  F.  B.  Pond,  Sixty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  having  been 
relieved  from  command  of  the  Third  Division  of  this  corps,  will  resume 
command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  this  division.  In  relieving  Colonel 
Voris,  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  from  the  command  of  the  First 
Brigade,  the  brevet  major-general  commanding  desires  to  express  his 
thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  that  officer  has  commanded  the 
brigade  while  under  his  charge. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Near  Petersburg,  Va..  September  24,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  ED.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Army  Corps: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  disposition  of  the  troops  of  my  command  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  picket-posts  on  the  Appomattox  have  been  moved 
near  the  river-bank,  and  measures  taken  to  prevent  any  persons  pass 
ing  through  the  lines  without  the  knowledge  of  the  guard.  The  usual 
fatigue  details  of  <>00  men  were  engaged  on  the  various  works  in  prog 
ress  on  iny  line.  Three  men  deserted  from  the  Forty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteers  during  the  night. 
Respectfully,  yours. 

R.  S.  FOSTER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  FOSTER, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  fifty  men  of 
your  command  immediately  to  relieve  the  men  of  the  Fourth  Massa 
chusetts  Cavalry,  doing  picket  duty  on  your  right;  the  men  to  remain 
until  relieved  by  those  of  the  Second  Corps. 
Respectfully, 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  125.  f  In  the  Field,  Fa.,  September  21,  1864. 

The  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  Ill,  from  these  headquarters, 
are  so  far  modified  as  to  permit  officers  on  picket  duty  and  officers  of 
the  day  to  allow  the  exchange  of  papers  between  the  pickets,  with  a 
view  of  encouraging  desertions  from  the  enemy.  This  privilege  must 
be  exercised  without  any  relaxation  in  the  strict  performance  of  picket- 
duty. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord: 

THEODORE  READ, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  24,  1864—7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  The  report  alluded  to  in  the  dispatch*  received  from  the 
lieutenant-general  no  doubt  has  its  foundation  in  a  change  made  day 
before  yesterday  under  the  direction  of  the  cavalry  commander.  I  did 
not  have  men  sufficient  to  hold  out  to  Cocke's  Mill,  consequently  the 
telegraph  road  was  not  covered,  and  therefore  the  pickets  on  the  road 
leading  from  Rollins'  to  Sycamore  Church  were  withdrawn  and  placed 
on  the  telegraph  road,  so  as  to  watch  all  the  roads  on  my  left.  This 
was  done  at  the  suggestion  of  General  Davies,  who  was  here  in  person. 
There  is  no  information  of  any  force  except  scouts  of  the  enemy  any 
where  in  my  front.  I  have  sent  out  to  Colonel  Spear  to  ascertain  what 
foundation  there  is  for  the  report,  but  I  feel  confident  that  nothing 
unusual  has  occurred.  General  Gregg  was  here  this  afternoon,  and 
has  arranged  to  strengthen  my  line  by  relieving  a  portion  of  it  with  a 
regiment  from  his  division.  While  I  cannot  be  expected  to  hold  my 
line  against  any  force,  I  can  promise  to  furnish  the  earliest  intelligence 
of  an  advancing  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 

"See  Grant  to  Moade,  beginning — The  infantry  commander,  &cv  p.  988. 


CHAP.  Liv.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  1007 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  24,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

Capt.  IT.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Cavalry  Division: 
CAPTAIN  :  The  picket  reports  represent  everything  as  quiet  along  the 
line.  Sergeant  Smith,  Company  M  [F|,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
was  killed  lust  night  by  one  of  his  own  pickets  whilst  going  the  rounds. 
I  have  withdrawn  the  pickets  from  Sycamore  Church  and  placed  them 
on  the  telegraph  road,  so  as  to  continue  the  line  from  Mount  Sinai 
Church  nearly  north.  I  had  not  men  enough  to  hold  down  to  Cocke's 
Mill.  The  usual  amount  of  picket-shooting  at  scouts  and  deserters 
continues. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

In  the  Field,  September  24,  1864. 

Captain  THORNTON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  to  General  Slicpley : 

By  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  are  authorized  to 
recruit  a  regiment  from  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout.  A  letter 
of  instructions  will  be  sent  you  by  mail. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  JV.  C.,  September  24,  1864. 

Lieut.  GILBERT  E.  OVERTON, 

Adjutant  Twelfth  New   York  Cavalry  : 

LIEUTENANT  :  General  Harland  directs  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  following  extract  from  a  letter  recently  received  at  these  headquar 
ters  from  Brigadier-General  Baker,  commanding  Confederate  forces  at 
Goldsborough: 

It  is  reported  to  me  by  my  scouts  on  the  lower  Trent  road,  below  Kinston,  that  on 
the  10th  instant  Lieutenant  Overton,  adjutant  Twelfth  New  York  Cavalry,  U.  S. 
Army,  in  charge  of  a  flag  of  truce,  on  his  return  to  your  lines  carried  with  him  three 
negroes  picked  up  on  the  road.  In  addition  to  this  it  is  reported  to  me  that  the  same 
detachment  under  flag  of  truce  stopped  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Noble,  a  citizen,  took 
possession  of  his  house  for  their  own  use,  and  used  an  amount  of  forage  for  their 
horses  without  payment  for  the  same. 

General  Harland  requests  that  you  will  forward  to  these  headquar 
ters  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  in  these  cases  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[G.  F.  WARD,  JR.,] 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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WASHINGTON,  September  55,  1864 — 3.10  p.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,   Va.  : 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  men  returned  from  City  Point  were  not  sent 
from  Alexandria,  but  from  New  York,  direet.  The  error  resulted  from 
the  neglect  of  the  officers  of  General  Sheridan's  command  to  make 
returns  to  the  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

H.   W.  HALLECK. 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  55,  1801 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT  : 

In  accordance  with  your  verbal  order  given  yesterday  the  Tenth 
Army  Corps  was  last  night  relieved  by  the  two  divisions  of  the  Second 
Corps  hitherto  posted  in  the  rear  or  held  in  reserve.  As  this  change 
has  given  to  the  Second  Corps,  with  an  effective  strength  of  less  than 
15,000  men,  a  line  of  over  five  miles  to  hold,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
order  the  following  changes  of  position:  The  Second  Corps  to  hold  the 
line  from  the  Appomattox  to  Fort  Crawford  ou  the  Jerusalem  plank 
road;  the  Ninth  Corps  to  hold  with  two  divisions  from  Fort  Crawford 
to  include  Fort  Howard,  such  portion  of  these  two  divisions  as  may  not 
be  required  on  this  line  to  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  rear;  the  third 
division  of  the  Ninth  Corps  to  be  held  near  the  A  very  house  as  a 
reserve  to  the  Second  Corps;  Ithe  Fifth  Corps  to  hold  from  Fort 
Howard  round  to  the  Gurley  house;  the  present  picket  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  to  the  rear  to  be  maintained,  they  now  extending  to  a  line  south 
from  the  Gurley  house;  from  this  point  the  cavalry  to  watch  and 
picket  the  rear  over  to  the  James;  garrisons  and  artillery  to  be 
assigned  to  the  inclosed  works  on  the  front  line;  the  rest  of  the  troops 
to  be  held  ready  for  withdrawal  and  movement  elsewhere. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  /September  25,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Has  Gregg  returned  yet?  I  will  have  to  send  a  cavalry  commander 
to  Sherman,  and  think  of  sending  Gregg.  At  present,  and  to  this  time, 
there  has  not  been  an  officer  with  the  cavalry  in  the  West  who  it  was 
safe  to  trust,  without  infantry  to  guard  them  from  danger.  The  rebels 
are  equally  bad  off.  With  either  Gregg,  Torbert,  or  Wilson  in  com 
mand  of  Sherman's  cavalry,  they  could  travel  over  that  Western 
country  with  impunity. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  55,  1864 — 12  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

General  Gregg  has  returned.  In  reference  to  your  proposition  to 
send  him  West,  1  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  tact  that  there  is  no 
other  general  officer  of  cavaln  with  this  army  but  General  Davies,  one 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  1009 

of  the  youngest  and  most  recently  promoted;  whereas  with  General 
Sheridan's  army  areTorbert,  Averell,  Merritt,  Custer,  Deviu,  Chapman, 
aiid  Mcintosh. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

The  following  report,  just  received,  is  forwarded  for  your  informa 
tion. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  25,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

At  10.30  a  column  of  infantry,  numbering  about  3,000,  appeared  in 
vicinity  of  large  fort  on  Weldon  railroad,  apparently  coming  from  woods 
west  of  railroad  and  southward  from  large  fort,  and  disappeared  on  road 
running  west  from  fort;  were  twenty  minutes  in  passing. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


CITY  POINT,  September  25,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Please  send  an  ambulance  to  the  railroad  station  for  Governor  Sew- 
ard,  Mr.  Washburne,  and  General  Grant,  who  leave  here  for  your  head 
quarters  in  a  few  minutes. 

By  command  of  Lieutenaut-Geueral  Grant: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 

Secretary. 

CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  25,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Thursday  will  be  the  day  upon  which  efforts  will  be  made  in  the 
direction  indicated  in  our  conversation  yesterday.  I  want  a  brigade  of 
cavalry,  well  commanded,  to  report  to  General  Butler.  I  think  it  will 
be  well  to  start  the  brigade  you  select  on  a  scout  to-morrow  morning  to 
push  out  east,  keeping  about  the  route  followed  by  Hampton  when  on 
his  cattle  raid;  farther  out  if  they  can,  and  come  into  the  James  River, 
and  up  to  City  Point,  crossing  over  to  Bermuda  Hundred  after  night. 
They  should  ride  slowly  and  preserve  their  horses,  except  where  they 
may  come  upon  the  enemy.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  cavalry  com 
mander  should  know  the  object  of  his  reporting  to  General  Butler,  or 
even  that  he  is  to  report  to  him  until  his  arrival  at  City  Point. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-  General, 

64  R   R — VOL  XLII,   PT   H 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864 — 5.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT  : 

I  will  send  Kautz  with  his  division — about  equal  to  one  of  Gregg's 
brigades.  His  command  is  a  good  one,  and  as  he  belongs  to  Butler's 
army  it  would  seem  proper  to  send  him.  What  time  do  you  desire  him 
to  be  at  City  Point,  and  is  it  necessary  he  should  go  to  that  place,  as 
this  is  somewhat  out  of  his  way!  lie  might  be  directed  to  return  to 
Prince  George  Court-House,  and  from  thence  sent  over  to  General 
Butler. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  £•>,  ISG-i. 
General  MEADE: 

Sending  Kautz  to  Butler  it  will  not  be  necessary  he  should  make  a 
scout  around.  He  can  be  relieved  by  Gregg  and  allowed  to  fall  back 
within  our  lines,  where  he  is,  and  report  to  General  Butler  for  orders. 
If  he  is  relieved  on  Tuesday  it  will  be  early  enough. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  ^.5,  18H-1 — 7  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

I  have  learned  from  a  source  independent  of  the  provost-inarshaFs 
information  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  evacuate  Petersburg.  In 
all  probability  it  will  be  impossible  to  discover  any  such  move  in  time 
to  beneht  by  it,  but  1  advise  you  that  you  may  keep  a  lookout. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1861 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Geueral  GRANT  : 

I  will  keep  a  sharp  lookout  through  pickets  and  signal  officers  for 
any  movements  indicating  what  you  state  in  your  dispatch. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST- MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  ^J,  1S6-1. 
Major-General  II UMPHRE YS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Our  men  met  one  of  our  agents  last  night,  who  left  Rich 
mond  yesterday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock.  In  the  early  part  of  the  after 
noon' the  second  tight  of  Early  was  known  of  in  Richmond,  and  was 
talked  of  in  and  about  the  Spots  wood  House.  It  was  understood  that 
Early  had  been  badly  whipped.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  had  been 
sent  from  Petersburg,  and  one  of  the  city  battalions  from  Richmond  to 
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Lyuchburg,  which  comprises  all  of  the  movements  of  troops  that  our 
agent  could  ascertain  had  taken  place.  Eight  guns  have  been  sent  to 
Chaffin's  farm  to  be  put  in  position,  and  there  were  signs  all  day  long 
of  great  uneasiness  in  the  city;  so  when  the  firing  yesterday  morning 
was  distinctly  heard  in  Richmond,  one  of  the  city  battalions  was  im 
mediately  ordered  out  and  sent  down  to  Chaffiu's  farm.  Hampton's 
cavalry  still  remains  on  New  Market  Hill,  but  our  agent  said  it  was 
not  expected  to  continue  there.  He  gave  no  reason  for  the  statement. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  SITARPE, 

Colonel,  &c. 
File  of  Richmond  papers  of  yesterday  forwarded  herewith. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL-, 

September  25,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Two  deserters  from  the  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
Archer's  brigade,  Heth's  division,  have  just  been  forwarded.  They 
came  into  the  lines  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division  this  a.  m.  They 
state  that  two  brigades  of  Heth's  division  are  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  enemy's  line,  Archer's  and  Kirkland's;  the  other  two  brigades  of 
the  division  lie  between  Mahone's  division  and  Beauregard;  are  ex 
tending  their  lines  still  farther  to  the  right,  and  in  the  direction  of  the 
South  Side  Railroad.  Butler's  division  of  cavalry  connects  with  the 
infantry  on  the  right,  Young's  brigade  adjoining  Archer's  brigade.  Are 
not  aware  of  any  re-enforcements  arriving,  or  any  troops  sent  away. 
Deserters  from  the  Mississippi  and  Alabama  brigades,  of  Mahone's 
division,  forwarded  this  a.  m.  They  locate  Mahone's  division  as  for 
merly  reported ;  have  no  knowledge  of  any  other  part  of  the  line.  Four 
of  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  scouts  were  captured  near  Sycamore  Church  last 
night;  found  lurking  within  our  lines.  They  freely  confess  that  they 
came  in  for  information,  and  have  been  in  sundry  times  before.  They 
are  regularly  detailed  scouts,  and  are  attached  to  General  Lee's  head 
quarters,  belonging  to  the  Ninth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  257  1861. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:   The  lookout  at   the  plank  road  station  reports  at  8.30 
a.  m. : 

All  quiet.     No  working  parties  visible,  and  no  change  in  the  camps  of  the  enemy 
seen  from  this  station. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  25,  1861 — 9  a.  m. 

Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  a.  m.    Aii  excellent  view  can  be  obtained  this  morning. 

H.  W.  HOLM  AN, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  EOAD  STATION, 

September  25,  1861. 

Major  FISHER: 

No  indications  of  movements  or  change  within  any  part  of  enemy's 
lines  visible  from  station.  Working  parties  are  busy  on  works  left  of 
large  fort  and  in  vicinity  of  lead- works;  also  a  party  is  working  on  the 
flat  in  rear  of  Gregory's  Chimneys,  and  is  in  range  of  our  batteries. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


PLANK  EOAD  STATION, 

September  25,  1861. 
Major  FISHER: 

All  quiet  and  no  visible  change  in  enemy's  camps  or  lines.  Four 
hundred  and  fifty  infantry  have  just  passed  the  left  from  vicinity  of 
lead- works;  probably  pickets. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  25,  1861 — 3  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  infantry  camps  to  our  right  of  the  city  have  disappeared. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


W'ALTHALL    SIGNAL    STATION, 

September  25,  1S6L 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

The  camps  mentioned  were  those  to  our  right  and  beyond  the  city, 
the  ones  spoken  of  on  the  station  this  morning.  They  were  west  of 
the  city  and  distant  about  two  miles.  1  think  that  about  one  brigade 
lias  moved.  Don't  know  which  way  they  went,  but  think  in  the  direc 
tion  of  Richmond  depot,  as  I  can  see  the  road  in  the  other  direction. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  25,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  since  the  move  mentioned  in  my  dispatch.     The  following 
have  been  intercepted: 

9.30  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[REXT]  : 

All  quiet  this  a.  m.     Gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

8., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

9.45  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[REXT]  : 

Twelve  wagons  passed  Jordan's  bouse  going  toward  City  Point  and  ten  on  road 
rear  of  Battery  5  going  toward  the  front  in  Prince  George. 

J.  Q.  E., 

AID. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

10.30  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]: 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  passed  open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's  going  toward 
Bermuda  Hundred.  One  regiment  of  cavalry  drilling  in  open  space.  Nine  wagons 
passed  open  space  going  toward  Bermuda  Hundred. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

11.30  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  regiment   of  infantry  came   into  open  space  rear  of  Battery  5,  halted  awhile, 
and  now  have  commenced  drilling.     Eleven  wagons  passed  rear  of  Battery  5  going 
.to  the  front. 

J.  Q.  E., 

AID. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

2.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  passed  Point  of  Rocks  going  toward  Bermuda  Hundred. 
Ten  wagons  passed  open  space  going  toward  our  front  in  Chesterfield.  About  thirty 
head  of  cattle  grazing  on  Gilliam's  farm. 

S. 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


IIDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  25,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  camp  of  the  enemy  heretofore  visible  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  west  of  Petersburg  disappeared  about  noon  to-day.  A  column 
of  about  1,000  infantry  came  into  the  city  at  or  a  little  after  sundown 
and  moved  toward  their  intrenchments  east  of  the  city.  They  came 
from  the  direction  of  the  lead-works  or  vicinity.  The  camps  behind 
Cemetery  Hill  have  visibly  decreased  within  the  past  two  days.  Late 
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in  the  eveningvibout  450  infantry,  probably  pickets,  passed  to  the  left 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  lead- works.  No  visible  change  in  enemy's 
camps  along'  the  lines  south  of  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEK, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


CmcuLATi.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1861—12  m. 

1.  Major-General  Parke  will  at  once  relieve  the  troops  of  the  Second 
Corps  garrisoning  Fort  Alexander  Hays  and  the  rifle-pits  between  Fort 
Alexander   Hays  and  Fort  Davis.     He  will  send  one  division  of  his 
corps,  either  the  First  or  Second  Division,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  A  very 
house  to  be  held  in  reserve  for  the  line  between  the  plank  road  and  the 
Appomattox.     His  Third  Division  will  be  used  in  the  rifle-pits  between 
Fort  Davis  and  Fort  Howard,  and,  if  necessary,  part  of  the  remaining 
division  of  the  corps  will  be  placed  in  them  also.     The  remainder, 
besides  garrisoning  Fort  Alexander  Hays  and  Fort  Howard  will  beheld 
in  reserve  in  rear  for  the  line  between  the  plank  road  and  the  Weldon 
railroad.     The  pickets  of  the  Ninth  Corps  in  advance  of  the  rear  line 
of  intrenchinents  will  be  withdrawn  upon  the  establishment  of  cavalry 
pickets  covering  the  same  line.     General  Parke  will  withdraw  all  his 
troops  from  the  rear  line  and  all  in  the  intrenchments  west  of  Fort 
Howard  upon  being  relieved  in  the  latter  and  at  Fort  Davison  by  Gen 
eral  Warren. 

2.  Major-Genera  1  Warren  will  send  a  garrison  to  Fort  Davison  and 
look  out  for  the  rear  line  in  that  vicinity.     He  will  also  relieve  the  Ninth 
Corps  in  the  rifle-pits  from  his  right  to  Fort  Howard. 

3.  Major-General  Hancock  will  dispose  of  his  troops  relieved  by  Gen 
eral  Parke  in  the  manner  deemed  by  him  best.     In  any  emergency 
requiring  support  he  will  call  on  the  commander  of  the  division  of  the 
Ninth  Corps  in  reserve  near  the  A  very  house. 

4.  General  Gregg  will  extend  his  picket-line  from  Gary's  Church  to 
the  westward  and  connect  with  the  left  of  General  Warren's  pickets 
south  of  Gurley  house.    He  will  inform  General  Parke  as  soon  as  this 
is  done. 

5.  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  the  intrenchments  of  the  rear  line 
opposite  the  front  line  held  by  them  are  kept  in  good  order  and  are 
completed,  using  the  troops  in  reserve  for  that  purpose. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(To  corps  commanders  and  General  Gregg,  commanding  cavalry.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864 — ,9  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  my  corps  relieved  the  Tenth  Corps 
last  night.  The  Tenth  Corps  artillery  was  also  relieved.  A  special 
report  will  be  made  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  I  receive  the  reports  of 
division  commanders. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  1015 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864.    (Sent  11.40  a.  in.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

Have  you  changed  your  headquarters;  if  so,  where  are  they  now 
established  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

My  headquarters  are  at  the  Deserted  House. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 

(Copy  to  General  Williams.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864—12.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK: 

The  signal  oflicer  on  the  plank  road  reports  that  at  10.30  a.  nu  a 
body  of  infantry,  estimated  at  3,000,  came  out  of  the  woods  near  the 
advance  works  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  and  moved  westward  on  the 
road  running  in  that  direction. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Major- General. 
(Same  to  General  Warren.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864—8.30  p.  m. 
Major  General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Information  received  at  these  headquarters  renders  it  necessary  that 
the  greatest  vigilance  should  be  observed  by  the  pickets  in  close  contact 
with  the  enemy,  and  that  any  indications  of  movement  on  their  part 
should  be  promptly  reported  to  these  headquarters. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warren  and  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  desire,  if  possible,  that  the  regiment  of  mine  on  guard  at  Cedar  Level 
be  relieved.  I  have  not  men  enough  to  relieve  General  Birney's  line 
properly  under  any  circumstances,  but  I  should  have  all  the  men  pos 
sible. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864. 

Major- General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Army  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding-  directs  me  to  say  that  you  will  receive 
orders  during  the  day  by  which  the  length  of  the  line  yon  have  to 
defend  will  be  diminished,  and  thus  render  unnecessary  the  relief  of 
the  regiment  as  applied  for  in  your  telegram  of  this  date  just  received. 

S.  F.  BAPvSTOW, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2~>,  1SGL 

The  following  modifications  of  the  order  of  yesterday,  with  reference 
to  the  occupation  of  the  line  of  intrenchments,  will  be  carried  into  elfect 
to-night: 

On  being  relieved  from  the  line  from  Fort  Davis  to  and  including 
Fort  Alexander  Hays,  General  Mott,  commanding  Third  Division,  will 
relieve  the  left  of  the  Second  Division  from  the  Norfolk  railroad  (Bat 
tery  18)  to  Fort  Morton.  Colonel  Smyth,  commanding  Second  Division, 
will  relieve  the  left  of  the  First  Division  from  Battery  13  to  Fort  Sted- 
man,  garrisoning  Forts  Morton  and  Haskell  with  as  many  troops  as 
they  will  profitably  hold,  and  placing  aboutoO  men  in  each  of  Batteries 
11,  12,  13,  and  14.  For  the  present  the  front  line  of  rifle-pits  will  be 
held  as  now.  It  is  expected,  however,  that  more  of  the  troops  will  be 
shortly  called  into  the  new  line  between  Forts  Stcdman  and  Haskell. 
Brigadier-General  Miles,  commanding  First  Division,  will  occupy  Fort 
Stedman  (of  which  Battery  10  will  be  considered  a  part)  and  Fort  McGil- 
very,  with  as  many  men  as  they  will  profitably  hold,  and  will  place  about 
100  men  in  the  lunette,  partially  inclosed,  known  as  Battery  No.  9,  on 
the  City  Point  railroad.  The  rifle-pits  connecting  need  not  be  manned 
by  a  full  line  of  battle — one  man  to  the  yard  is  considered  ample.  The 
reserves  of  the  three  divisions  will  be  placed  at  such  points  opposite 
these  lines  as  division  commanders  may  select,  provided  they  are  within 
easy  supporting  distance.  It  should  be  understood  that  the  safety  of 
the  line  depends  upon  the  vigilance  of  the  pickets  and  upon  holding  the 
inclosed  works.  The  armaments,  garrisons,  and  commanders  of  these 
works  are  to  be  permanent,  and  will  be  changed  only  under  directions 
from  headquarters  of  the  army.  As  soon  as  the  commanders  are 
selected  and  garrisons  designated  lists  of  the  same  will  be  sent  to  these 
headquarters.  The  greatest  vigilance  must  be  exacted  of  those  troops 
on  the  line;  with  the  exception  of  the  garrisons  to  the  redoubts,  they 
may  be  relieved  at  discretion  of  division  commanders. 

The  light  artillery  of  the  line  will  be  arranged  to-night,  under  the 
direction  of  the  chief  of  artillery,  as  follows: 

Fort  Davis,  eight  guns;  Fort  Sedgwick,  eight  guns;  Battery  -1, 
four  guns;  Fort  JKice,  six  guns;  Battery  10,  two  guns;  Battery  IS.  one 
gun;  Fort  Morton,  four  guns;  Battery  14,  four  guns;  Battery  13,  four 
guns;  Fort  Haskell,  six  guns;  Battery  11,  two  guns;  Fort  Stedman, 
six  guns;  Battery  10,  two  guns;  Battery  1),  four  guns;  Fort  McGilvery, 
six  guns;  Battery  No.  0,  two  guns. 
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The  field  guns  will  not  be  changed  or  withdrawn,  except  under  orders 
through  or  from  these  headquarters,  and  the  chief  of  artillery  will 
communicate  this  order  to  battery  commanders. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

H.  II.  BINGE  AM, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE.  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1S64. 
Capt.  J.  N.  CRAIG, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Hdqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  no  change  in  the  enemy's  lines 
in  my  front  observed  or  reported  duri ng  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  In 
compliance  with  orders,  all  the  available  batteries  of  this  brigade  were 
placed  in  position  during  last  night,  relieving  batteries  of  the  Tenth 
Corps  as  follows:  Ames'  (G),  First  New  York,  relieved  Dow's  in  Fort 
Morton;  Sleeper's,  Tenth  Massachusetts,  relieved  Follett's  in  Battery 
14;  Edgell's,  First  New  Hampshire,  relieved  Sawyer  in  Battery  13; 
Beck's  (C  and  I),  Fifth  United  States,  relieved  Langdon's  in  Fort  Has- 
kell;  Kicketts'  (1?),  First  Pennsylvania,  relieved  Clinton's  in  Batteries 
10  and  11;  Brown's  (B),  First  It  h  ode  Island,  relieved  Warren's  in  Fort 
Stedman;  McKnight's,  Twelfth  Xew  York,  relieved  Kiggs'  in  Batteries 
G  and  8;  Roder's  (K),  Fourth  United  States,  relieved  Lee's  in  Fort  Mc- 
Gilvery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 

Capt  a  in,  Co  m  m  a  n  d  ing. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Captain  EDGELL, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade: 

CAPTAIN:  The  major  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that  Woerner's  battery  has  been  removed  from  Fort  Alex 
ander  Hays  and  that  it  had  better  be  put  in  No.  C. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  BINGHAM, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Capt.  CHRISTIAN  WOERNER, 

Commanding  Third  New  Jersey  Battery: 

CAPTAIN:  The  captain  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  if 
you  have  been  removed  from  Fort  Hays  he  desires  you  to  at  once  move 
your  battery  to  the  Avery  house,  halt  it,  and  report  in  person  at  these 
headquarters.     The  orderly  will  guide  you  to  both  places. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  D.  EDDY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^*J,  1864. 
Capt.  II.  II.  BINGIIAM, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to   report  that   Forts   MeGilvery  and 
Stedman  are  not  completed,  and  request  that  an  engineer  officer  may 
be  detailed  to  superintend  their  completion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

XELSOX  A.  MILES, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2:~>,  1864. 
Brig-.  Gen.  N.  A.  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps  : 
GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  at 
dark  or  night-fall  relieve  the  pickets  and  vedettes  of  the  Tenth  Corps 
now  in  your  front.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilson,  Eighty-first  Pennsyl 
vania  Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  has  been 
ordered  to  report  as  corps  officer  of  the  day  September  25. 

I   have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

H.  IT.  BIXGHAM, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Col.  T.  A.  Smyth,  Second  Division.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  £J,  1864. 
Col.  J.  C.  LYNCH, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  that  at  dark 
or  night-fall  you  will  relieve  all  the  pickets  and  vedettes  of  the  Tenth 
Corps  in  front  of  your  brigade.  He  also  directs  that  you  send  out 
pickets  at  night  in  those  places  where  the  Tenth  Corps  were  accus 
tomed  to  do  the  same,  namely,  such  places  as  cannot  be  picketed  during 
the  day,  but  are  sent  out  at  night  to  return  in  the  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  Colonels  McGee  and  Glenny.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Col.  J.  C.  LYNCH, 

Commanding  First  Brigade: 

COLONEL.  The  brigadier-general  commanding  directs  you  to  be  cer 
tain  that  the  line  to  your  right  and  rear  is  well  watched  and  picketed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistan t  A djuta nt- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  WILLIAM  GLENNY, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade  : 

COLONEL:  The  brigadier- general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that 
your  brigade  will  be  relieved  to-night  by  part  of  the  Second  Division  of 
this  corps,  and  that  upon  being  so  relieved  you  will  move  your  command 
to  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  You  will  relieve  the  pickets  of  the 
Tenth  Corps  as  directed  in  communication  of  this  p.  m.  The  pickets 
thus  posted  by  you  will  be  relieved  by  the  Second  Division  after  it  has 
taken  your  present  position,  and  you  are  requested  to  inform  the 
officer  relieving  you  of  their  position  and  number. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  JAMES  E.  McGEE, 

Commanding  Consolidated  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
say  that  your  brigade  will  be  relieved  in  its  present  position  by  the 
Fourth  Brigade  of  this  division.  He  directs  that  upon  being  relieved 
you  will  move  to  the  rear  of  the  First  Brigade.  A  staff  officer  from 
these  headquarters  will  show  the  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  R.  DRIVER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERA.L  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  2o  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  69.  {  September  25,  1864. 

The  undersigned  resumes  command  of  the  division. 

JOHN  GIBBON, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  2o  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  132.  J  September  25,  1864. 

**#•**** 

2.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Egan,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  in 
accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  244,  headquarters  Second  Army 
Corps,  is  hereby  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade. 
By  order  of  Mai  or- General  Gibbon,  commanding  division: 

A.  HENRY  EMBLER, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division: 

GENERAL  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  when  the  troops  of 
General  Parke's  command  relieve  your  line,  as  specified  in  the  inclosed 
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circular  *  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  you  will  mass  or 
dispose  of  your  troops  in  the  woods  in  rear  of  General  Miles'  old  head 
quarters  until  you  receive  orders  as  to  their  final  disposition. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[H.  H.  BINGHAM,] 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

/September  25,  180-1. 
Brigadier-General  PIERCE, 

Commanding  Brigade : 

GENERAL:  The  brevet  major-general  commanding  directs  that  when 
the  troops  of  General  Parke  relieve  your  line,  as  specified  in  the 
inclosed  circular*  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  you  will 
mass  or  dispose  of  your  troops  in  the  woods  in  the  rear  of  General 
Miles'  old  headquarters  until  you  receive  orders  as  to  their  n'nal  dis 
position.  Lieutenant  Lockwood,  aide-de-camp,  will  designate  the  place 
for  your  brigade. 

I  ain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  XJJ,  1SG-L 
Col.  EGBERT  MCALLISTER, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

COLONEL:  The  major-general  commanding  the  division  directs  that, 
as  soon  as  relieved  by  the  Ninth  Corps,  you  will  move  your  command 
to  the  left  of  the  Second  Division,  to  relieve  Colonel  Smyth's  line  from 
the  Norfolk  railroad  to  Fort  Morton,  connecting  with  General  De  Tro- 
briand  at  the  Norfolk  railroad.  You  will  report  to  these  headquarters 
when  relieved  and  when  your  movement  is  completed.  It  is  not  deemed 
necessary  to  put  your  command  in  line  of  battle,  but  place  it  in  single 
rank  a  little  apart.  The  order  to  furnish  a  detail  of  400  men  to-morrow 
morning  from  your  command  is  revoked,  as  General  Pierce  will  furnish 
the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedie'nt  servant, 

J.  P.  FINKELMEIER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  of  importance  transpired  in 
my  front  yesterday  or  during  the  night.  The  One  hundred  and  ninety- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel  Sickel,  reported  last  night. 

*Soe  p.  1014. 
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and  is  assigned  to  General  Griffin.  One  hundred  and  twenty- seven 
recruits  arrived  yesterday — eighty-one  for  Twentieth  Maine  and  forty- 
six  for  the  Thirty-second  Massachusetts. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  239.  }  September  25,  1864. 

I.  Brigadier-General  Baxter  will  send  a  regiment  about  200  strong 
to  garrison  Fort  Davison,  at  the  Gurley  house. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Ayres  will  extend  his  division  along  the  breast 
works  to  the  right  as  far  as  he  can,  relieving  the  troops  of  the  Ninth 
Corps. 

III.  Colonel  Wainwright,  chief  of  artillery,  will  put  a  battery  in  Bat 
tery  No.  2G,  between  Fort  Wadsworth  and  Fort  Howard. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  AYRES, 

Commanding  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  has  directed  General 
Crawford  to  occupy  the  breast- works  to  your  right.  You  will,  there 
fore,  not  be  required  to  move  your  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]    HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 

Brigade  commanders  will  hold  their  commands  in  readiness  to  move 
at  a  moment's  notice. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ayres : 

C.  E.  LA  MOTTE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 

General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Nothing  unusual  occurred  on  any  portion  of  my  line  during  the  past 
twenty-four  hours. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  186-1. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Circular  of  this  date  received  at  2.30  p.  m.*  The  troops  are  now  mov 
ing-  to  take  up  the  position  indicated.  The  Jones  house  being-  more 
central  than  my  present  position  1  propose  moving  my  headquarters 
there  to-uiorrow  morning,  unless  I  hear  from  you  to  the  contrary. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Second  Division,  General  Potter, 
is  now  posted  in  the  wood  near  Norfolk  railroad,  with  right  resting  near 
the  railroad.  General  Potter's  headquarters  are  near  the  Avery  house. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  186-1. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS  : 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Third  Division  now  occupy  the 
line  of  infantry  parapet  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Davis  and  have 
relieved  the  picket  line  of  the  Second  Corps.  The  line  in  front  of  Fort 
Howard  to  Fort  Alexander  Hays  will  be  relieved  at  7  a.  in.  on  the  2(3th. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1861 — 6  p.  m. 
Major-Geueral  WARREN: 

1  ordered  Ferrero  to  move  his  brigade  at  the  Gnrley  House  over  to 
the  front  line,  and  I  see  it  is  now  on  its  way.  Not  hearing  from  you 
about  the  garrison,  I  fear  he  may  have  moved  without  waiting  for  it. 
The  brigade  commanders  may  have  been  notified  by  the  commandant 
of  the  garrison. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1861 — 6. 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Xinth  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  in  reply  to  your  telegram  of  0  p.  in.,  that 
the  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Major  McMahon,  is  now  at 
Fort  Davison.     This  regiment  is  assigned  as  the  garrison  of  the  fort. 
General  Warren  being  absent,  I  send  this. 
Respectfully, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  See  p.  1014. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1S6L 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  dispositions  to 
complete  the  cavalry  picket-line  from  Davenport  Church  to  James 
River:  One  regiment  (300  men)  of  the  Second  Division  is  posted  near 
McCajm's,  on  the  Norfolk  railroad,  picketing  from  Davenport  Church 
to  the  Two  Bridges;  on  the  Lee's  Mill  and  Prince  George  Court-House 
road,  one  regiment  of  General  Kautz's  is  posted  at  Sinai  Church, 
connecting  with  the  Second  Division  at  Two  Bridges;  one  regiment 
at  Green's,  covering  the  road  leading  from  Prince  George  Court- House 
to  Sycamore  Church,  with  one  regiment  on  the  telegraph  road  near 
Merchant  Hope  Church.  The  line  from  the  James  River  across  the 
Weldoii  railroad  to  General  Warren's  left  is  thus  completed.  Of  the 
Second  Division  four  regiments  are  on  picket  and  six  regiments  and 
one  battalion  and  one  company  ready  for  instant  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  extend  your  cavalry  pickets 
westward  from  Gary's  Church,  so  as  to  cover  the  line  picketed  by  the 
Ninth  Corps  and  connect  with  the  left  of  Warren's  picket-line  south  of 
the  Gurley  house.  As  soon  as  this  is  done  inform  General  Parke,  so 
that  he  may  withdraw  his  pickets. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  E.  DAVIES, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  at  once  estab 
lish  a  picket-line,  connecting  with  the  left  of  General  Warren's  line, 
south  of  Gurley  house,  and  connecting  with  the  right  of  the  line  of  the 
Second  Brigade  at  a  point  to  be  indicated  by  Major  Taylor.  This  point 
is  Richardson's  house.  The  roads  in  front  of  the  infantry  will  be  cov 
ered.  Five  hundred  men  should  establish  the'  line  to  be  maintained  by 
your  brigade.  Report  the  establishment  of  your  line  as  soon  as  it  is 
made  to  these  headquarters.  Pickets  will  be  maintained  west  of  the 
Weldon  railroad  on  the  roads  in  front  of  the  infantry  as  now  posted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


1024  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Div..  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1861. 
Capt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Division*  Cavalry  Corps: 
Major  McCabe,  commanding  pickets,  sends  the  following: 

At  2  a.  m.  there  wns  an  attack  made  on  the  pickets  on  the  Lee's  Mill  road  by  a  dis 
mounted  party  numbering  twelve  men,  who  came  from  the  rear.  I  had  two  men 
wounded  and  lost  one  horse.  Since  then  all  has  been  quiet. 

At  daylight  I  sent  a  party  of  the  First  Maine  Cavalry  along  the  line 
of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania,  with  directions  to  make  a  thorough 
search  for  the  party  above  mentioned.     Have  not  yet  heard  from  it. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  25,  1864. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division: 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  re-establish 
your  picket-line,  as  it  was  two  weeks  ago,  between  the  plank  road  and  a 
point  which  will  be  designated  by  Major  Taylor,  as  that  at  which  con 
nection  will  be  made  with  the  left  of  the  line  of  the  First  Brigade.  If 
the  line  from  General  Kautz's  right  to  the  point  at  which  you  will  con 
nect  with  the  First  Brigade  can  be  established  with  800  men  do  not 
employ  more.  Report  to  these  headquarters  the  establishment  of  your 
new  line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  25,  186-1 — 11  a.  m. 
Surgeon-General  BARNES, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

The  Atlantic  and  Baltic  steamers,  being  sea-going  steamers,  are 
needed  for  the  public  service  between  now  and  the  10th  of  October, 
which  service  is  approved  by  the  lieutenant-general.  I  am  unwilling 
to  take  the  boats  without  consulting  your  department.  Please  have 
them  temporarily  turned  over  to  my  quartermaster. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  X.  C., 

No.  112.  J  .   In  the  Field,  September  25,  1864. 

Maj.  George  S.  Dodge,  having  been  assigned  by  the  War  Department 
for  duty  as  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  with  the  rank 
of  colonel,  is  hereby  announced  as  such. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  September  £5, 1S6-L 
Lieutenant  DAVENPORT, 

General  Butler1*  Staff: 

Agent  left  Richmond  yesterday  at  3  p.  in.  Early's  second  fight  was 
known  in  Richmond  about  noon,  and  was  spoken  of  at  the  Spotswood 
House  as  a  defeat.  Two  regiments  of  infantry  from  Petersburg  and  one 
of  the  city  battalions  were  sent  yesterday  to  Lynchburg.  Eight  more, 
guns  Mere  also  sent  down  to  be  put  in  position  at  Chaffin's  farm, 
and  when  the  heavy  tiring  of  the  salute  here  yesterday  morning  Avas 
heard  in  Richmond,  another  of  the  city  battalions  was  formed  and  sent 
down  to  Chaftin's  farm.  Hampton's  cavalry  still  reported  on  New 
Market  Hill.  Please  telegraph  me  if  you  hear  of  any  changes  on  your 
front,  and  whether  you  have  anything  continuing  the  reports  received 
by  me  about  Hampton's  cavalry  within  the  last  two  or  three  days. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  25,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  James  River  tower  reports  situation 
unchanged  from  yesterday.  Work  is  continued  day  and  night  on  the 
rebel  earth-works.  One  of  our  gun-boats  near  .Jones'  Landing  shelled 
a  clump  of  woods  in  rear  of  Aiken's,  but  no  cause  could  be  discovered 
from  the  tower.  The  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  all  quiet  along  the 
enemy's  lines  today. 

Very  respectfully-, -your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R,  CLUM, 
.     •  -Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


-»        •• 

SPECIAL  OEDBB^).?  "  ITJ^QR^JTEPT.  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

^-L-'^^:^-'^  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

No.  2(54.  )  In  the  Field,   r«.,  September  25,  1864. 

******* 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  F.  Shepley,  commanding  District  of  Eastern  Vir 
ginia,  will  direct  Company  M,  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery,  to  report 
without  delay  to  Brigadier-General  Graham,  commanding  Xaval  Bri 
gade,  near  Point  of  Rocks,  Va. 

V.  Maj.  1<\  R.  Ilassler,  Thirteenth  New  York  Artillery,  will  report  to 
Brigadier-General  Graham,  commanding  Naval  Brigade,  to  perform  the 
duties  of  inspector  general  and  engineer  ollicer. 

******* 

IX.  Colonel  Potter,  commanding  Provisional  Brigade,  will  cause  the 
Two  hundredth  and  Two  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiments  to 
be  prepared,  with  ten  days'  rations  (one  day's  at  least  of  which  should 
be  cooked),  to  march  early  tomorrow  morning,  and  report  to  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  troops  near  Old  Court-House,  part  of  General 
65  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  II 
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Heekman's  division.  They  will  take  with  them  their  transportation 
and  other  quartermaster's  supplies.  The  senior  officer  of  the  two  regi 
ments  will  be  put  in  command. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

R.  S.  DAVIS, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  25,  1SG-1. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Singe  Artillery: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  commenced 
firing  this  morning,  dropping  shells,  mostly  on  this  side  of  the  canal, 
opposite  the  mortar  batteries.  The  moment  our  guns  opened,  their 
fire  was  attracted  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  guns.  But  few 
shots  have  fallen  directly  into  the  canal  to-day.  The  rebels  began 
sharpshooting  this  a.  m.  at  a  point  far  below  the  excavation,  but  were 
soon  silenced  with  canister  and  shell.  This  afternoon,  I  understand, 
they  killed  one  man  and  wounded  another  at  the  north  end  of 'the  ditch. 
Shall  shell  the  bank  to-morrow,  using  the  patent  shell,  and  try  to  bring 
them  to  terms.  Forgot  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  with  an  8-inch 
mortar  yesterday,  having  previously  used  nothing  but  Coehorns.  Am 
told  they  have  placed  another  8-inch  in  position  this  p.  in.  During  my 
absence  Major  Ludlow  fired  two  shots  from  the  mortars,  of  which  we 
have  yet  received  no  account;  have  waited  anxiously. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.   PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  136.  )  Before  Petersburg,   V<i.,  September  25,  1&64. 

1.  The  battalion  of  the  Forty-fifth  IT.  S.  Colored  Troops  now  belong 
ing  to  this  corps  is  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  and 
will  report  at  once  to  Brig.  Gen.  William  Birney,  commanding. 
******* 

8.  The  chief  of  artillery  will  mass  his  batteries  ar  some  point  con 
venient  to  the  depot  and  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy.  He  will  use  every 
exertion  to  thoroughly  equip  the  batteries  for  the  coming  campaign. 
Every  attention  will  be  paid  to  battery  drill  and  instruction  of  the  men 
and  officers. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  31.  ]  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  25,  /.%'•/. 

The  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  on  the  20th  instant,  will 
leave  for  Trenton,  N.  J.,  reporting  to  the  superintendent  of  recruiting 
service  of  that  State,  to  be  mustered  out  of  service  at  the  expiration 
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of  its  enlistment.  The  major-general  commanding  cannot  part  with 
this  regiment  of  100-days'  men  without  expressing  his  gratification  and 
satisfaction  with  their  conduct.  They  have  endured  fatigue,  encoun 
tered  the  rebel  foe  like  good  soldiers,  and  have  gained  the  esteem  of 
the  veterans  of  this  corps.  lie  is  confident  that  when  they  return  to 
New  Jersey,  a  State  that  has  furnished  such  soldiers  as  Kearny,  Mott, 
Torbert,  they  will  continue  to  sustain  the  veterans  they  have  left  at  the 
front,  doing  what  Sherman  advised,  "fighting  this  out  like  men."  The 
major-general  commanding  will  be  pleased  to  assist  the  commanding 
officer  of  this  regiment  in  reorganizing  it  to  aid  in  the  finale  ot  the 
rebellion  in  conjunction  with  this  corps.  The  quartermaster's  depart 
ment  will  furnish  transportation. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  B.  Biruey: 

ED.  \V.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  — .  )  In  the  Field,  Deep  Bottom,  Va.,  September  25, 1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Foster,  commanding  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army 
Corps,  will  leave  the  Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
in  the  fortifications  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  will  direct  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  regiment  to  report  at  once  to  Brig.  Gen.  C.  J.  Paine, 
commanding  Third  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  for  instructions. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 

Captain  CLUM, 

Chief  Sif/nal  Officer: 

Lieutenant  Amsden  reports  the  situation  unchanged  from  yesterday. 
Work  is  continued  day  and  night  on  the  rebel  earth-works.  One  of 
our  gun-boats  near  Jones'  Landing  shelled  a  clump  of  woods  in  rear  of 
Aiken's,  but  no  cause  could  be  discovered  from  the  tower. 

S.  B.  PARTRIDGE, 
Lieutenant,  Siynal  Corps,  U.  8.  Army. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

September  25,  1864. 

Maj.  R,  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  X.  C.: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  enemy  are  reported  by  a 
deserter  to  be  throwing  up  breast-works  along  their  picket-line  near 
and  beyond  the  Aiken  house.  The  deserter  supposed  them  intended  to 
be  made  strong  fora  main  line,  not  for  a  picket-line.  The  ground  is  en 
tirely  out  of  sight  from  any  point  within  these  lines.  The  Mackinaw  has 
been  throwing  shells  from  a  point  just  above  the  first  bend  of  the  river 
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above  here,  supposed  to  be  at  this  working  party.  Officers  in  a  look 
out  during1  the  shelling' judged  the  point  shelled  to  be  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  our  pickets. 

I  ani,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  PAINE, 
Brigadier- General,  Comma nding. 


HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'R  CAVALRY  DIVISION. 

In  the  J?icld,  Va.j  September  25,  186-1. 
Capt.  M.  .1.  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

SIR:  In  accordance  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  I  pro 
ceeded  in  person  this  afternoon  to  establish  my  picket-line  on  the  new 
line  directed,  viz,  from  the  stage  road,  via  telegraph  road  to  Cog-gins' 
Point,  &c.,  and  Hi  id  that  from  the  stage  road  to  James  River  near 
Coggins'  Point  there  is  a  direct  road.  The  distance  allotted  to  me  is 
seven  miles,  while  Colonel  West's  line,  with  double  my  strength,  is 
three  miles,  as  thus:  Colonel  West  pickets  from  IHackwater  River  via 
Mount  Sinai  Church  to  the  stage  road,  which  is  but  three  miles,  with  two 
regiments.  I  am  ordered  to  picket  from  stage  road  to  Coggius'  Point 
with  one  regiment  and  seventy-two  men  of  another,  seven  miles  dis 
tance,  as  thus:  From  stage  road  to  Miami's  house,  two  miles;  from 
Eland's  to  Mount  (Merchant)  Mope  Church,  four  miles;  from  Mount 
[Merchant]  Hope  Church  to  nearest  point  on  the  James  (Coggins' 
Point ),  one  mile;  total,  seven  miles.  The  road  is  nearly  straight  and 
easy  to  picket.  Now,  it'  L  may  suggest,  1  will  say  Eland's  house  is  a 
fair  division  of  the  line,  and  from  it  to  James  River  I  could  be  promptly 
responsible  for  security;  but  if,  as  directed,  1  must  take  the  whole 
seven  miles,  it  will  be  too  much  for  my  strength. 

Trusting  that  my  remarks  may  be  received  by  the  commanding  gen 
eral  in  the  spirit  I  intend  them,  which  is  at  all  times  for  the  good  of  the 
service  and  the  welfare  of  the  division, 

I  remain,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel ',  Comma ndiny  Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  M,  Ititil — 12  in. 
Lieuteiiant-General  GRANT : 

The  changes  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops,  as  reported  in  my  dis 
patch  yesterday,  were  made  last  night.  Particular  vigilance  has  been 
enjoined  on  the  pickets  and  signal  officers  to  detect  any  movements  of 
the  enemy.  The  accompanying  reports,  received  this  morning,  are 
sent  for  your  information. 

NINTH  AKMY  Conrs. 
Major-Griieral  Hi'MrilUEVs: 

Tin-  signal  officer  reports  ;i  force  of  the  enemy,  about  two  regiments,  north-north 
west  i'roni  tho  Aikcii  house,  struck  camp  this  a.  in. ;  inarched  out  of  camp,  ami  have 
returned,  atandiuj'  in  company  streets,  uuder  arms. 

JNO.  G.   PAKKE, 
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HEADQUARTERS  AHMV  OF  TUP.  POTOMAC. 
Major-General   HUMPIIRKYS: 

My  lookout  on  slut  inn  nenr the  Gibbon  house  reports  that  "a  column  of  infantry, 
moving  to  tin-  left,  was  twenty  minutes  passing  a  point  southwest  from  this  station 
and  beyond  the  city.  They  crossed  open  space  to  right  of  left  steeple."  This  open 
space  is  about  one  mile  beyond  Petersburg  and  south  of  west  from  the  body  of  the 
city. 

IJ.  F.   FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  TIIF,  POTOMAC, 

September  2ti,  186-1 — :iA~i  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Genera  1  GRANT: 

The  following  dispatches  from  signal  officers  are  respectfully  com 
municated  to  you  tor  your  information: 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS. 
General  WILLIAMS. 

Asuixtant  Adjutant-General : 
The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  signal  officer: 

"HEADQUARTERS    SKCOXD    CORPS — 10   a.  111. 

"General  HANCOCK: 

"The  signal  station  near  the  Friend  house  reports  a  coin  inn  ol  enemy's  infantry 
]>assinga  point  southwest  from  station  going  toward  our  left;  was  twenty  minutes 
in  passing  the  point. 

"TAYLOR, 

"  Captain. 
"P.  S. — About  200  more  infantry  passed  since  the  above. 

"TAYLOR." 

HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 

HEADQUARTERS  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  camp  heretofore  visible  southwest  of  Cemetery  Hill  and  about  half 
a  mile  distant  from  said  hill  has  disappeared.  A  new  camp  was  pitched  about  noon 
to-day  near  the  Richmond  pike  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Pocahoutas;  it 
would  be  about  large  enough  for  two  regiments.  While  upon  the  station  near  the 
Gibbon  house  I  saw  the  glistening  of  muskets  through  the  foliage  along  the  Rich 
mond  pike.  The  troops  carrying  the  arms  were  moving  toward  Petersburg.  The 
strength  of  the  column  I  cannot  approximate,  as  1  only  saw  the  latter  part  of  it,  but 
1  do  not  think  it  was  large  or  marched  far,  a.s  1  could  not  detect  any  stragglers.  1 
give  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  /Si</nal  Officer. 

GEO.  (J.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CTTY  POINT,  September  L>C>,  ItfGi.     (Received  9.55  p.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADK, 

Headquarters  Army  of  tJic  Potomac  : 

The  lieutenant-general  commanding  wishes  you  would  so  arrange  it 
that  the  battalion  of  First  Xew  Vork  Volunteer  Engineers  lately  serv 
ing  with  Tenth  Corps  may  be  spared  from  Petersburg  and  directed  to 
report  to  General  Butler. 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTER  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  26,  1864 — 10.1')  p.  w. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  COMSTOCK, 

City  Point  : 

The  battalion  of  the  First  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers  came  with 
the  Tenth  Corps  and  i  presumed  went  with  it  when,  relieved.     1   find, 
however,  upon  inquiry  that  two  companies  remained  with  Captain  Gil 
lespie;  by  whose  authority  detained  I  don't  know.     1   have  ordered 
them  to  be  at  once  sent  to  General  Butler. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST  MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  Xf>,  186 i. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  A  deserter  from  the  Fifth  Alabama  Battalion,  provost 
guard  of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps,  came  into  the  lines  of  Major-General  War 
ren,  west  side  of  the  Weldou  railroad,  early  this  a.  m.  He  left  his 
battalion  last  evening  about  half  a  mile  above  the  ('anal  Basin,  near 
the  canal.  This  is  the  camp  where  conscripts  are  received  for  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps.  Informant  states  that  conscripts  are  arriving  in  small 
numbers;  some  days  as  many  as  fifteen  or  twenty  and  many  days  none 
at  all.  Those  sent  to  the  other  corps  are  not  received  at  this  place; 
no  signs  of  a  move  when  informant  left;  no  re  enforcements  received 
of  late.  Conscript  deserter  from  the  Forty-eighth  Georgia  Regiment, 
Wright's  brigade,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  this 
morning;  has  been  with  the  army  only  a  week;  can  give  no  informa 
tion  other  than  that  no  movements  are  going  on  in  his  division. 
Mahone\s. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


PLANK  ROAD  STATION, 
September  26,  1864 — before  mi  urine. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  line  and  camps  in  our  immediate  front  apparently  un 
changed,  although  dimly  seen  on  account  of  fog.  The  roads  on  the 
left  not  yet  visible. 

H.  W.  FULTOX, 

Sergeant. 


FRIEND'S  HOUSE,  September  26,  1864—11.15  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  large  camp  southwest  of  Cemetery  Hill  disappeared  last  night  or 
this  morning.  About  250  infantry  just  passed  through  the  city  moving 
to  our  left. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  ^6',  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  The  lookout  at  the  plank  road  station  reports: 

No  indications  of  movements  or  change  within  any  part  of  the.  enemy's  lines  visi 
ble  from  this  point.  Working  parties  are  busy  on  works  left  of  largo  fort  west  of 
the  \Veldou  railroad,  also  in  the  vicinity  of  lead-works.  A  party  is  working  on 
the  plain  in  rear  of  Gregory's  Chimneys.  This  party  is  within  range  of  our  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  S'njnal  Officer. 


SIGNAL  STATION  NEAR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE, 

September  ^/;,  1864 — 5.30  p.  in. 
Major  FISHER: 

Nothing  unusual  since  last  report  except  appearance  of  small  camp 
northwest  of  us  near  Petersburg  and  Richmond  pike. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  X(i,  18(i4 — 6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

At  3  p.  111.  a  cloud  of  dust  was  observed  rising  near  the  fort  southwest 
of  this  town.  On  close  examination  it  was  thought  that  we  could  see 
guns  glisten  and  that  a  column  of  troops  was  moving  in  the  direction 
of  the  city.  If  it  was  troops  they  were  two  hours  passing  one  point. 
Owing  to  the  smoky  condition  of  the  atmosphere  it  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  positively,  but  it  was  the  impression  that  it  was  infantry. 
The  following  has  been  intercepted: 

12  M. 
Colonel   B[RENT]  : 

The  camps  to  the  rear  of  open  space  have  decreased.  Twenty-live  wagonn  passed 
open  space  going  to  the  front  in  Chestertield.  One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  infantry  is  drilling  on  Marias  [Maurice]  Oilliam's  farm.  Two  com 
panies  of  cavalry  just  passed  open  space  going  to  our  left.  About  sixty  homes 
passed  open  space  going  to  our  left.  Eight  wagons  passed  open  space  going  to 
our  left  of  Cobb's.  One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  <  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  LT)!>.  (  September  M,  ISGi, 

####*## 

_J.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Egan,  Volunteer  service,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  Second  Army  Corps,  and  will  report  to  Major-General  Han 
cock,  commanding'  that  corps,  for  further  instructions. 

#***### 

10.  Lieut.  Col.  J.  S.  Smith,  chief  commissary  Second  Army  Corps, 
will  in  addition  to  his  present  duties  discharge  the  duties  of  chief  com 
missary  of  this  army  during'  the  temporary  absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  T. 
Wilson. 

11.  As  the  branch  railroad  from  Cedar  Level  to  the  Weldon  rail 
road  is  now  completed  and  open  for  travel,  it  will  be  taken  charge  of 
by  the  provost-marshal-general  of  this  army  under  the  rules  and  regu 
lations  heretofore  existing  in  like  cases.     Corps  and  other  independent 
commanders  are,  authori/ed  to  grant  passes  to  officers  and  enlisted  men 
of  their  command  to  visit  City  Point  or  other  places  on  the  road  on 
necessary  business,  or  when   in  their  judgment  permission  may  prop 
erly  be  granted,  but  no  otticer  or  enlisted  man  will  be  allowed  to  travel 
on  the  road  without  such  pass.     The  provost-marshal-general  will  see 
that  all  persons  visiting  City  Point  without  due  authority  are  arrested. 

**•*#*** 

By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant-Ueneral. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE, 

Camp  at   City   Point,   \'a.,  September  :,'(;,  ISH-t. 
Capt.  K.  P.  DEACON, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  refer  the  inclosed  communi 
cations  to  you,  which  are  to  be  returned,  for  a  report  of  the  reasons 
upon  which  you  informed  him,  while  on  a  visit  to  your  camp  on  Satur 
day  afternoon,  that  '-our  cavalry,  for  the  last  two  or  three  nights,  had 
come  in  to  within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  our  (the  infantry's)  front 
on  Bailey's  Creek,  because  the  rebels  were  too  strong  for  them  at  the 
post  of  Sycamore  Church.''  As  General  Benham  had  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  report  this  and  seek  the  earliest  information  at  General  Grant's 
headquarters,  as  nearest  at  hand,  to  enable  him  to  act  promptly  if  any 
emergency  existed,  the  inclosed  letters  in  relation  to  the  matter  have 
been  received  by  him  which  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  reply  to 
promptly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OH  ANN  IXC  I  CLAPP, 

Axsista n t  A djttta nt- <  lateral. 

[First  iiidor-si'iiifiit.) 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  I)TVM  ISTTI  ARMY  CORPS, 

In   tin-  Field,   \r«.,  September  Xli,  l^Hi. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Captain  Hicks,  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  infantry  outpost,  from 
whom  the  information  was  derived  which  I  communicated  to  Brigadier- 
Geueral  Bcnham. 

E.   P.   DEACON, 
Captain  and  Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Second  indorsement.) 

CAMP  OF  148TH  NEW  VORK  VOLUNTEERS, 

Near  City  Point,   Va.,  September  2(1,  186-1. 

Respectfully  returned. 

1  luive  tlie  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant, 
while  on  duty  at  the  outpost  of  infantry  picket,  1  met  a  captain  belong 
ing  to  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry,  i  asked  him  how  far 
out  were  the  cavalry  pickets.  He  replied  about  one  mile  and  a  half.  1 
remarked  that  I  had  understood  they  were  out  farther  than  that.  He 
replied  that  they  had  been  out  about  six  miles,  at  Sycamore  Church, 
but  that  finding  the  enemy  in  too  great  force  they  had  deemed  it 
prudent  to  fall  back  and  had  done  so.  This  1  reported  to  Captain 
beacon.  Do  not  know  the  name  of  the  captain  who  gave  me  the 
information. 

MARTIN  8.  KICKS, 
Captain  Company  /,  1-ltitlt  j.Ye/r  York  Volunteers. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIG.,  SECOND  Dry.,  I.STII  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,   \r«.,  September  2l>,  /<%'•/. 

Shortly  after  receiving  the  aforesaid  information  from  Captain  Hicks, 
One  hundred  and  forty-eighth  New  York  'Volunteers,  Colonel  Kipley 
being  absent  at  the  time,  L  deemed  the  information  sufficiently  impor 
tant  to  acquaint  General  Benham  of  the  facts  in  connection  with  it  and 
who  happened  to  be,  on  the  spot  at  the  time. 

E.  P.  DEACON, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Genera]. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  P>RIGADE, 

City  Point,  September  27,  1804. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Humphreys,  with  reference 
to  the  indorsements  on  my  letter  to  Captain  Deacon,  which  seem  to 
contain  all  the  information  to  be  obtained  on  the  subject. 

H.  W.  BEX  HAM, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

[Incloanre.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

September  2~>,  18G-1. 

Capt.  M.  J.  ASCH, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SIR:  Everything  has  been  particularly  quiet  on  my  line  during  the 
night.  1  sent  out  a  reconnoitering  party  to  ascertain  the  correctness 
of  the  report  "  of  pickets  being  driven  in  on  my  left,"  and  lind  not  the 
least  foundation  for  such. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  brigade,  Kautz's  Jiirixion. 
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[First  indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS    CAVALRY    DIVISION, 


/September  2~>,  18(i-i  —  7  «.  m. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Humphreys  for  his  informa- 
tion. 

The  infantry  commander  at  Old  Court-House  must  have  taken  the 
statements  of  some  of  the  First  District  of  Columbia  Cavalry  without 
communicating  with  the  oftieers  in  charge  of  that  portion  of  the  line. 

AUGUST    V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 

[Seeond  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  25,  1861. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  statement  made  through  General  Benham  was  not  that  the 
pickets  had  been  driven  in,  but  that  they  had  come  in,  saying  the  enemy 
was  too  strong  for  them  —  that  is,  they  had  deserted  their  posts.  The 
commanding  general  invites  your  attention  to  this  point,  into  which  a 
strict  investigation  should  be  made. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 


[Third  indorsement.  | 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

/September  £.'>,  18M. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Spear  for  investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Kautz: 

M.  J.  ASCII, 
Captain  and  Actiny  Attxistant  Adjutant-General. 

[  Fourth  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  DIVISION, 

September  ^/>,  JSfi-f. 
Respectfully  returned  with  report  as  ordered. 

S.  P.  SPEAR, 
Colonel,  Coiinitandiny  Briyade. 

[Sub  -inclosure.] 

HDQRS.  SECOND  BRIGADE,  KAUTZ'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

Jn  the  Field,   \'<t.,  September  ^*J,  18(>i. 
Capt.  M.  J.  ASCII, 

Actiny  Astsistant  Adjutant-General: 

SIR:  1  have  the  honor  to  return  the  inclosed  communication  with  the 
following  report,  viz:  At  O..'i0  p.  in.  last  evening  1  received  a  dispatch 
"by  command  of  General  Kautz"  and  signed  by  you,  stating  that  "  out- 
pickets  had  fallen  back  upon  the  infantry  supports  from  Old  Court- 
House,"  &e.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  1  immediately  sent  for  my 
brigade  officer  of  the  day,  and  directed  him  "to  proceed  in  person  at 
once  and  ascertain  facts  and  report"  the  same  tome.  1  also  ordered 
an  officer  and  fifty  men  "to  reconnoiter  my  left"  and  to  report  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  "  the  state  of  that  portion  of  my  line."  Fear 
ing  there  should  be  some  mistake,  I  ordered  my  own  horse  saddled  and 
in  person  visited  my  line.  I  found  not  the  least  foundation  for  such 
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report.  I  found  the  pickets  posted  exactly  where  they  were  ordered, 
and  I  found  not  one  bad  fallen  back  upon  the  infantry  supports.  I 
found  everything  particularly  quiet.  My  brigade  ollicer  of  the  day 
returned  and  reported : 

All  is  rijjht,  sir;  every  sentinel  is  where  I  was  directed  to  post  him  by  your  orders; 
none  have  fallen  back,  nor  lias  there  been  the  least  cause  tor  such  report. 

The  officer  in  command  of  the  reconnaissance  of  fifty  men  also 
returned  and  reported: 

I  have  obeyed  your  orders;  I  have  been  to  your  extreme  left  and  all  is  very  quiet; 
no  pickets  have  fallen  back  or  have  had  cause  tor  the  least  alarm. 

My  orders  to  my  officers  on  that  portion  of  the  line  intrusted  to  my 
charge  are  such  as  to  furnish  me  "with  the  first  indications  of  any 
irregularity  or  the  approach  of  the  enemy  at  once,"  and  upon  the  recep 
tion  of  such  report  to  furnish  facts  as  soon  as  they  can  be  ascertained 
to  my  commanding  general.  This  course  I  have  always  pursued  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  my  superiors. 

1  am,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  P.  SPEAK, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  26,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Humphreys,  chief  of  staff, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  for  his  information. 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

B  riff  ad  ier-  G  eneral. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

{September  2(>,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Benham,  who  will  investi 
gate  the  matter  as  reported  in  his  command  and  endeavor  to  ascertain 
the  names  of  the  parties  belonging  to  the  cavalry  that  came  into  his 
command  and  made  the  reports  referred  to.  He  will  also  report  to 
what  persons  in  his  command  the  statements  of  the  cavalrymen  were 
made. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  titaff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  :>f>,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  City  Point: 

GENERAL:  f  have  received  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  same  date,*  and  am  instructed  to  say  that  as  the 
major-general  commanding  has  received  no  official  communication  from 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the  armies  in  the  field  placing  you 
immediately  under  his  orders  or  withdrawing  you  from  this  army,  that 
your  communications  to  him  mentioned  in  your  letter  were  irregular, 

"Neither  found. 
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unnecessary,  and  should  not  have  heeu  made.  That  the,  experi 
ence  of  this  army  shows  that  the  authority  to  use  any  part  of  a  dis 
mantled  house  or  building  for  the,  personal  convenience  of  the  troops  is 
equivalent  to  authorizing  the  wholesale  destruction  of  every  unoccupied 
building,  and  such  authority  will  not  therefore  be  given,  nor  will  the 
appropriation  to  personal  use  of  any  furniture,  whatever  its  condition, 
be  allowed. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  BRIGADE. 

City  Point,   Ya.,  ^^tcmher  L'H.  l^il. 
Msij.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Htaff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  this  date,  in  which 
you  inform  me  that  the  commanding  general  considers  that  the  com 
munications  with  Lieutenant  General  Grant,  which  1  have  reported  in 
my  letter  of  yesterday,  "  were  irregular,  unnecessary,  and  should  not 
have  been  made."  I  beg  you  to  assure .the  commanding  general  that  1  re 
gret  this  extremely,  and  to  assure  him  that  nothing  was  farther  from  my 
intentions  than  to  do  anything  irregular  or  improper,  or  that  he  would 
disapprove..  And  perhaps  1  was  led  into  the  mistake  by  the  fact  that 
in  each  of  these  two  instances,  occurring  recently  with  General  Meade, 
he  has  alluded  to  the  direct  orders  that  had  been  given  me  by  General 
Grant,  and  my,  of  course,  direct  communication  with  him  at  times,  but 
not  in  any  terms  at  all  of  disapproval,  as  I  understood  him,  especially 
as  I  mentioned  to  him  the  direct  orders  sent  me  (as  by  Major  Barstow 
of  June  1<S,  115.30  p.  in.),  to  "report  your  (my)  presence  at  City  Point  to 
Lieutenant-General  Grant,"  which  I  did  on  my  arrival,  and  as  I  sup 
posed  was  General  Meade's  intention  that  General  Grant  might  be  able 
to  give  me  orders  direct  when  necessary.  1  even  thought  during  the 
conversation  of  explaining  this)  to  General  Meade  in  hopes  that  1 
might  not  be  misunderstood  in  future  on  account  of  any  such  direct 
communication,  but  his  manner  did  not  lead  me  to  think  this  could  be 
necessary.  The  report  about  the  building,  &<•.,  I  made  to  General  Grant, 
supposing  there  might  be  some  general  rules  for  all  the  armies  here  in 
such  matters,  which  1  could  learn  more  speedily  there.  \  would  mention 
other  cases  here  in  which  I  have  had  this  direct  communication,  which 
I  still  will  trust  that  General  Meade  will  approve,  as  they  were  to  me 
indispensable  to  safety  here  in  my  present  duties. 

Upon  my  finding  J  could  not  obtain  any  mounted  men  to  picket  in 
advance  of  my  infantry  over  Bailey's  Creek,  for  which  you  will  recollect 
T  applied  to  you,  and  when  Colonel  Gates  notified  me  that  by  General 
Patrick's  order  he  must  withdraw'  his  mounted  men  from  that  position, 
he  suggested  an  application  to  General  Grant  (as  he  said  he  had  some 
times  asked)  for  some  of  the  Fifth  Regular  Cavalry.  I  accordingly 
made  the  application.  I  deemed  mounted  men  in  my  front  to  be  indis 
pensable.  General  Grant's  reply,  as  reported  to  me,  was  that  I  did  not 
need  them,  as  Kautz's  cavalry  was  well  in  front  (as  I  understood  the 
message,  some  five  miles),  and  near  Sycamore  Church,  of  which  1 
informed  Colonel  Ripley,  the  commandant  of  the  brigade  I  had  at 
Bailey's  Creek.  Ag'ain,  on  Saturday  evening,  when  Colonel  Ripley's 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general  reported  to  me  on  my  visit  to  his 
camp  that  "  our  cavalry  in  front  had  come  back  to  within  a  mile  and  a 
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half  of  our  lines  for  the  last  two  or  three  nights,  because  the  rebels  were 
too  strong'  for  them  near  the  post  of  Sycamore  Church,"  1  felt  it  a  duty 
at  once  to  communicate  the,  information  to  (General  Grant  as  nearest, 
and  ask  for  such  information  as  he  could  give  me  on  this  subject,  as 
much  more  speedily  attainable  for  an  emergency  than  it  could  be  from 
your  headquarters;  and,  with  the  exception  of  my  calling'  upon  General 
Grant  in  relation  to  the  new  intrenched  lines  here  (as  I  was  specially 
directed  to  do  by  General  Meade),  1  can  think  of  no  other  communi 
cation  of  the  kind,  except  an  inquiry,  when  some  hundreds  of  surplus 
recruits  had  arrived  for  the  Fiftieth  llegiment,  that  1  made  of  him  as  to 
whether  there  was  any  power  short  of  Washington  or  the  Governor  of 
New  York  that  could  transfer  these  surplus  men,  as  they  desired  to  be, 
to  the  Fifteenth  Xew  York  Engineers,  and  his  reply  was  that  it  would 
require  the  final  action,  as  he  thought,  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  but  that  he  would  give  suck  an  order  personally.  It  may 
be  proper  to  mention  to  you  that  a  letter,  in  which  certain  promotions 
of  officers  of  this  brigade  were;  recommended  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  was  addressed  direct  to  General  Meade,  as  I  pre 
sumed  he  would  deem  most  proper,  as  an  extra  official  communication, 
and  not  of  the  kind  required  by  the  regulations  to  be  addressed  to 
yourself  or  to  General  Williams. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BKNIIAM, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 

SEPTEMBER  27,  18G4 — O.-'JO  a.  m. 

P.  S. — Your  letter  with  inclosure  in  relation  to  the  falling  back  of 
our  cavalry  has  been  referred  to  Captain  Deacon,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  Colonel  IMpley,  with  directions  to  state  the  grounds 
for  si-ch  report  to  me,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  returned  to  me. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  Mi,  186-1. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

My  line  was  changed  last  night  as  indicated  in  the  order,  a  copy  of 
which  was  furnished  by  General  Humphreys  last  night.  No  other 
changes  have  occurred.  General  Gibbon  assumed  command  of  his 
division  yesterday.  I  will  probably  furnish  a  list  of  the  garrisons  and 
commanders  for  the  inclosed  works  today. 

WlNF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ,V6',  1861 — //  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

The  commanding-  general  desires  that  you  will  report  by  telegraph, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  what  dismounted  cavalry  is  serving  with  your 
command,  the  strength  present  for  duty  in  each  organization  of  such 
troops,  and  how  each  organization  is  armed  and  equipped,  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  being  to  ascertain  what  number  of  horses  and  what 
equipments  will  be  required  to  mount  the  dismounted  cavalry. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  A djutant-  General. 

(Same  to  Generals  Warreu  and  Parke.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  26,  1864.     (Received  12.10  p.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS  : 

There  is  no  dismounted  cavalry  in  this  command. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 
September  26,  1864 — 6  p.  m.     (Received  7  p.  in.) 

Major-General  H AN< '<  >CK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

I  find  that  the  picket-line  which  General  Mott  desires  me  to  relieve 
covers  the  front  of  Fort  Davis  and  probably  extends  to  the  right 
front  of  it,  and,  besides,  there  is  apparently  no  connection  on  the 
right  of  this  line  with  that  in  front  of  Fort  Sedgwick ;  or  in  other  words, 
1  am  to  relieve  all  on  this  side  of  the  plaiik  road.  It  may  be  that  the 
location  of  the  line  is  different  from  what  can  be  observed  from  the 
front  of  Fort  Davis.  I  have  directed,  however,  General  Mott's  line  to 
be  relieved  this  p.  m.,  but  as  the  relief  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Third 
Division  (colored  troops)  I  thought  it  best  to  let  you  know,  so  that 
your  people  in  Fort  Davis  and  on  the  right  may  be  on  the  lookout,  for, 
as  these  troops  are  all  new,  I  cannot  say  how  long  they  will  hold  on 
should  the  enemy  advance  with  a  yell. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE. 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2(1,  1S64. 
General  PARKE: 

I  particularly  directed  General  Mott  to-day  to  continue  picketing  a 
considerable  distance  to  the  left  of  the  plank  road,  and  understood  that 
the  arrangement  was  that  he  should  keep  at  least  fifty  posts  on  the  left 
of  the  plank  road.  1  will  at  once  direct  him  not  to  relieve  his  line  to 
the  plank  road,  but  to  cover  considerably  to  the  left  of  Fort  Davis. 

YVINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  26,  1K64. 

General  PARKE: 

I  have  referred  your  telegram  to  General  Mott,  and  the  following  is 
his  answer: 

I  would  not  feel  sate  unless  my  own  picket-line  covered  the  works  I  occupy,  as  tlie 
responsibility  would  not  be  felt  properly,  I  think,  by  troops  picketing  another  front 
than  their  own. 

1  prefer  the  picket-line  now  established  by  General  Mott. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  „>(>,  186-1 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

Your  dispatch  with  accompanying  one  from  General  Mott  received 
all  right.  General  Pierce's  brigade  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Russell's 
brigade-,  of  Ferrero's  division,  and  occupied  the  ride-pit  on  left  of  Fort 
Davis,  relieving,  of  course,  the  picket  in  front  of  Pierce's  brigade. 
To-day  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGee,  corps  officer  of  the  day,  and  an  aide 
of  General  Mott's  came  to  see  me  in  reference  to  relieving  the  pickets 
on  the  right  of  those  formerly  held  by  General  Pierce.  Thinking  there 
might  be  some  mistake  or  misunderstanding,  I  sent  out  my  corps  officer 
of  the  day.  On  his  report  I  based  my  dispatch  of  0  p.  m.  Eventually 
the  mistake  is  with  General  Mott's  aide.  It  is,  however,  now  all  right. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  G.  PARKK, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  }  HDQRS.  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

Deserted  House,   before  Petersburg,   To., 
No.  244.  )  September  X6,  ISO  I. 

1.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  AY.  Kgan,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  having  reported  in 
accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  L'5(),  headquarters  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  September  -<>,  18(14,  is  hereby  ordered  to  report  to  Major- 
General  (ribbon,  commanding  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  for 
assignment. 

******* 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

H.  H.  B ING-HAM, 
Major,  Judge- Advocate  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  26,  1864. 

Captain  EDGELL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Artillery,  Second  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  Major-General  Hancock  directs  me  to  say  that  he  deems 
it  necessary  for  the  security  of  his  line,  and  to  prevent  any  confusion, 
that  all  orders  affecting  the  position  of  the  Held  guns  should  come 
through  him.  He  directs,  therefore,  that  you  give  an  order  to  each 
battery  (field)  commander  now  on  the  line  under  his  command  to  change 
position  or  withdraw  from  the  line  only  when  directed  to  do  so  by 
orders  from  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  II.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  of  titaff. 

(Copy  furnished  Brigadier  General  Hunt,  chief  of  artillery,  Army  of 
the  Potomac.) 
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HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  26,  1861. 
Capt.  JOHN  N.  CRAIG, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Artillery  Hclqrs.,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  no  changes  in  the  enemy's 
lines  observed  or  reported  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  In  com 
pliance  with  orders  the  following  changes  in  the  position  of  the  light 
batteries  were  made  last  night:  Burton's  battery  was  withdrawn  from 
the  works  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road  and  posted  as  follows :  Two 
pieces  in  Fort  McGilvery  and  two  in  Battery  C;  one  piece  of  Parsons' 
battery  withdrawn  from  Fort  Meikel  and  posted  in  Battery  18;  White's 
battery  withdrawn  from  Battery  16  and  posted,  two  pieces  in  Fort 
Ilaskell  and  two  in  Battery  11;  two  pieces  of  Kicketts'  battery  from 
lattery  11  to  Fort  Stedman;  two  pieces  of  McKnight's  battery  from 
Battery  8  to  Battery  9;  one  piece  of  Itoder's  battery  from  Battery  8  to 
Fort  McGilvery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  EDGELL, 

Captain,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ~'(J,  1864. 

('apt.  FT.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  garrisons  and  commanding 
otiicers  of  the  forts  assigned  to  this  division,  as  follows:   Fort  McGil 
very,  300  men,  Maj.  George  W.Scott,  Sixty-first  New  York  Volunteers; 
Fort  Stedman,  .'><>()  men,  Capt.  .1.  F.  Weaver,  One   hundred  and  forty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.     The  river  is  picketed  from  the  right 
of  the  line  of  works  by  LMJO  men.  toward  the  right.     1  have  this  morn 
ing  moved  the  headquarters  of  this  division  to  the  Jordan  house. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  ^o,  1864. 

Capt.  H.  H.  BINGIIAM, 

Acting  ASH  infant  Adjutant- Genera  I,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  Ninth  Corps  relieve 
my  pickets  to  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  it  being  a  good  dividing  line, 
and  I  now  have  no  troops  to  the  left  of  said  road  with  the  exception  of 
the  regular  garrisons  in  Fort  Davis  and  the  part  of  Fort  Sedgxviek 
which  extends  across  the  road,  and  are  not  subject  to  picket  detail. 
1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
Brevet  Major-General  of  Volunteers. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^6',  1864. 
Capt.  If.  II.  BINGHAM, 

Actinf/  Aivtiatant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Army  Corps: 
CAPTAIN:   I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  change  has 
been  made  in  the  lines  of  this  division: 

The  line  from  the  Strong  house  to  Fort  Davis  was  relieved  by  the 
Ninth  Corps.  ( 'olonel  McAllister,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  relieved 
Colonel  Smyth's  line  from  the  Norfolk  railroad  to  Fort  Morton,  connect 
ing  with  General  Ue  Trobriand  on  the  Norfolk  railroad.  The  troops 
of  the  Second  Brigade  have  been  massed  in  the  woods  rear  of  the  former 
headquarters  of  General  Miles.  The  garrisons  and  commands  of  the 
forts  have  not  been  changed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOTT, 
ftreret  Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  AHMY  CORPS, 

September  ^6',  1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS,  Atssitstant  Adjutant-General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  during  yes 
terday  and  last  night.  Fort  Davison  was  garrisoned  yesterday  after 
noon  by  the  Ninety-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Major  McMahon 
commanding,  and  the  breast-works  in  front  line  occupied  by  troops 
from  General  Crawford's  division,  relieving  the  Ninth  Corps  troops. 
Mink's  battery  was  placed  in  Battery  No.  20.  A  deserter,  G.  P.  May- 
tield,  from  Fifth  Alabama  |  Battalion],  was  received  last  night  and  has 
been  forwarded.  This  man  has  been  in  the  service  three  years,  and 
was  one  of  the  provost  guard  at  A.  P.  Hill's  headquarters,  which  place 
he  left  yesterday  morning. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General  j  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  X6,  1861.     (Received  1.10  p.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  WILLIAMS: 

The  only  regiment  of  dismounted  cavalry  in  this  command  is  the 
Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  numbering  present  for  duty  lil 
officers,  032  enlisted  [men];  it  is  armed  with  muskets. 

G.  K.  WARREN. 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  X6,  1861.     (Sent  1.10  p.  in.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  signal  officer  near  Jordan's  house  reports  that  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy's  infantry  was  seen  southwest  from  signal  station,  moving 
toward  our  left. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

(Same  to  General  Parke.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  26,  1864. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  sent  up  a  deserter  from  the  Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina 
Volunteers.  He  reports  no  changes  or  movements  of  troops  about 
Petersburg,  lie  says  working  parties  are  fixing  places  for  batteries 
on  their  lines.  Lee,  he  heard,  had  gone  up  to  see  Early,  and  there  was 
a  talk  of  sending  a  regiment  from  each  brigade  of  Hill's  corps  up  to 
him.  Examiner  of  to-day  mentions  Jeff.  Davis  as  being  in  Macon. 
Have  you  seen  this  paper? 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN. 


HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^6',  18(i-L 
Maj.  E.  C.  BAIRD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Division: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  effective  strength  of  my  com 
mand  on  the  morning  August  19,  ultimo,  as  follows:  Officers,  GO;  mus 
kets,  TOO. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  S.  BRAGG, 

Brigadier  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  26,  1804—9.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  nothing  unusual  transpired  along  my 
lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  The  Third  Division  occupy 
the  rifle-pits  from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Davis.  The  Second  Division 
is  in  reserve  back  of  tbe  Avery  house  and  the  First  Division  in  rear  of 
line  to  the  left  of  plank  road. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  M,  1864. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  this  date  calling  for  a  report  of  the  dis 
mounted  cavalry  in  this  corps  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 
The  Twenty-fourth  New  York,  present  for  duty,  10  commissioned  offi- 
cers,  334  enlisted  men,  armed  with  Star  carbines,  equipped  as  infantry; 
Thirteenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  present  for  duty,  G  commissioned  officers,  357 
enlisted  men,  armed  with  Springfield  muskets,  equipped  as  infantry; 
Second  New  York  Mounted  Rities,  present  for  duty,  1G  commissioned 
officers,  239  enlisted  men,  armed  with  carbines,  caliber  .57.  equipped  as 
infantry. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  ^6',  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  General  Kautz's  division 
be  relieved  from  picketing  to-morrow,  and  concentrate  at  Prince  George 
Court- House.  He  will  receive  directions  as  to  the  subsequent  disposi 
tion  of  his  division  from  these  headquarters.  The  force  relieving  Gen 
eral  Kaut/  will  be  so  disposed  as  to  watch  and  patrol  the  avenues  of 
approach  between  the  Blackwater  and  James. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  «nd  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  ^6',  186-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  II.  E.  DAVIES, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Dirixion  : 

GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  at  an  early  hour 
to-morrow  morning  you  move  your  brigade  to  the  vicinity  of  Prince 
George  Court-House  and  relieve  General  Kautz's  division,  picketing  in 
that  vicinity.  You  will  so  dispose  of  your  regiments  as  to  cover  all  the 
main  approaches  between  the  Norfolk  railroad  and  James  River.  One 
regiment  should  be  posted  at  /ion  Church  and  another  north  of  it,  to 
cover  the  road  leading  to  Sycamore  Church  and  also  the  telegraph 
road.  The  right  of  your  line  will  connect  with  the  left  of  the  Second 
Brigade  on  the  Norfolk  railroad.  Any  movements  of  importance  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy  you  will  report  at  once  to  headquarters  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  also  regular  daily  reports  will  be  forwarded  to  these 
headquarters.  The  chief  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  the  divis 
ion  will  arrange  for  procuring  your  supplies.  The  greatest  vigilance 
will  be-  required  on  the  part  of  the  forces  on  picket  to  guard  against 
surprise  from  the  guerrilla  parties  that  infest  the  section  of  country  to 
be  picketed  by  your  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  Xti,  1864. 

Col.  CHARLES  H.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Cavalry: 
COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  at  an  early  hour 
to-morrow  morning  you  establish  the  following  line  of  pickets,  viz: 
From  the  Norfolk  railroad  on  the  Lee's  Mill  road  to  its  intersection  with 
the  road  leading  to  McCann's,  near  the  plank  road;  from  this  road 
across  the  plank  road  by  Gary's  Church  to  the  left  of  the  picket  line  of 
the  Fifth  Army  Corps;  in  addition,  a  force  of  seventy  men  will  be 
placed  on  the  Weldon  railroad  near  the  Wyatt  road,  covering  that  and 
other  roads  in  front  of  the  infantry  line;  also  thirty  men  near  the 
Flowers  house,  covering  the  Vaughan  road  toward  Poplar  Grove 
Church.  All  of  the  main  approaches  will  be  so  covered  that  auy 
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advance  of  the  enemy  will  be  discovered.  A  strong1  reserve  will  be 
placed  on  the  plank  road.  Please  send  in  a  field  return  of  your 
strength. 

I  ain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS    ARMY    OF    THE    JAMES, 

September  26,  1864 — 6.25  p.  m. 
lion.  EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secret arii  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Five  companies  of  the  Forty-fifth  U.  S.  Colored  Troops  have  been 
forwarded  and  are  assigned  by  me  to  the  Tenth  Corps;  five  more 
companies  are  in  Washington.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  regiment  should 
not  be  together.  Please  order  the  five  companies  to  join  their  regiment. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General,  Com manding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  XORTII  CAROLINA. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  2t>,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL,  Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  as  follows: 

Two  trains  toward  Richmond  partly  loaded  with  troops  and  one  toward  Peters 
burg  with  few  passengers.  All  quiet  along  enemy's  lines. 

The  railroad  cannot  be  seen  from  tower  on  James  "River.  The  officer 
on  duty  there  reports  situation  unchanged  from  yesterday.  The  enemy 
still  at  work  on  earth  works. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  26,  186-1. 
Maj.  R.  S.  DAVIS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Butler's  Headquarters: 
The  officer  in  charge  of  the  picket-line  reports  as  follows:  There  has 
been  unusual  activity  on   the    Richmond   and   Petersburg   Railroad. 
Eleven  trains  have  passed  over  the  road  to-day — nine  have  gone  south 
empty  and  two  north  heavily  loaded. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  26,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  V.  KAUTZ,  Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

GENERAL:  Brigadier-General  Gregg,  commanding,  directs  me  to 
inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  head 
quarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at  an  early  hour  tomorrow  morning 
General  Davies' brigade,  of  this  division,  will  proceed  to  Prince  George 
Court-House  to  relieve  your  division.  Upon  being  relieved  you  will 
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concentrate  your  division  at  Prince  George  Court-House,  where  you 
will  receive  directions  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  to 
the  subsequent  disposition  of  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  0.  WEIR, 
Axxixtant  Adjutant- General. 


•  HEADQUARTERS  SEPARATE  BRIGADE, 

Fort  I'ocaltontax,   Ya.,  September  ~>(>,  l.Sfi-1. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  PATTERSON  : 

I  desire  that  you  will  takel'OO  men  from  the  Second  New  Hampshire  and 
Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  and  twenty  mounted  men  of  the 
First  U.  S.  Colored  Cavalry,  with  two  days'  rations  and  forty  rounds 
of  ammunition  per  man,  and  embark  at  .'>  o'clock  to- morrow  morning  on 
the  gun-boat  Mosswood  and  a  barge,  which  she  will  take  in  tow.  You 
will  then  proceed  up  the  Chickaliominy  to  HogXeckand  disembark  on 
the  left  bank  about  ten  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river.  You  will 
then  push  into  the  country  some  four  or  five  miles  and  sweep  down  to 
Barrett's  Ferry,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chickaliominy,  gathering  such 
horses,  mules,  cattle,  and  sheep  as  may  be  useful  to  the  army,  aud 
taking  along  with  you  such  colored  men  and  their  families  as  desire  to 
come  within  our  lines.  I  f  you  find  any  considerable  amount  of  corn  you 
may  seize  that  also  if  you  can  find  means  to  transport  it  to  your  boats. 
You  are  required  particularly  to  examine  the  country,  and  especially 
along  the  river  for  torpedoes,  which  it  is  believed  are  concealed  there, 
and  to  make  diligent  inquiry  of  all  the  people  whom  you  may  chance 
to  meet  in  relation  to  a  party  of  soldiers  who,  on  the  19th  instant,  came 
from  llichmond  with  torpedoes,  as  it  is  believed.  You  will  not  allow 
officers  or  men  to  enter  the  dwellings  of  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
disturbing  the  occupants,  and  you  will  take  no  other  property  but 
animals  and  grain  which  will  be  useful  in  subsisting  the  army  and 
affording  it  transportation.  The  Moss  wood,  after  you  have  disem 
barked,  will  drop  down  the  river  to  Barrett's  Ferry,  where  you  will 
re-embark  your  command  when  you  deem  that  nothing  useful  can  be 
accomplished  by  prolonging  your  stay.  At  furthest,  you  will  not  remain 
absent  more  than  two  days. 

OILMAN  MAESTON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  27,  1864. 
Hon.  E.  M.  ST ANTON,  Secretary  of  War.  Washington,  D.  C. . 

The  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
armies  in  the  field  is  a  novel  tiling.  It  has,  I  believe,  generally  been 
considered  dangerous  to  constitutional  liberty  and  subversive  of 
military  discipline.  But  our  circumstances  are  novel  and  exceptional. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  legal  voters  of  the  United  States  are 
now  either  under  arms  in  the  field,  or  in  hospitals,  or  otherwise  en 
gaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  Most  of  these 
men  are  not  regular  soldiers  in  the  strict  sense  of  that  term;  still 
less  are  they  mercenaries  who  give  their  services  to  the  Govern 
ment  simply  for  its  pay,  having  little  understanding  of  political 
questions  or  feeling  little  or  no  interest  in  them.  On  the  contrary,  they 
are  American  citizens,  having  still  their  homes  and  social  and  political 
ties  binding  them  to  the  States  and  districts  from  which  they  come, 
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and  to  which  they  expect  to  return.  They  have  left  their  homes  tem 
porarily  to  sustain  the  cause  of  their  country  in  the  hour  of  its  trial. 
In  performing  this  sacred  duty  they  should  not  be  deprived  of  a  most 
precious  privilege.  They  have  as  much  right  to  demand  that  their 
votes  shall  be  counted  in  the  choice  of  their  rulers  as  those  citizens 
who  remain  at  home.  Nay,  more,  for  they  have  sacrificed  more  for 
their  country.  I  state  these  reasons  in  full,  for  the  unusual  thing  of 
allowing  armies  in  the  field  to  vote,  that  1  may  urge  on  the  other  hand 
that  nothing  more  than  the  fullest  exercise  of  thi*  right  should  be 
allowed,  for  anything  not  absolutely  necessary  to  this  exercise  cannot 
but  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  The  officers  and  soldiers 
have  every  means  ot  understanding  the  questions  before  the  country. 
The  newspapers  are  freely  circulated,  and  so.  I  believe,  are  the  docu 
ments  prepared  by  both  parties  to  set  forth  the  merits  and  claims  of 
their  candidates.  Beyond  this  nothing  whatever  should  be  allowed. 
Xo  political  meetings,  no  harangues  from  soldiers  or  citizens,  and  no 
canvassing  of  camps  or  regiments  for  votes.  1  see  not  why  a  single  in 
dividual  not  belonging  to  the  armies  should  be  admitted  into  their 
lines  to  deliver  tickets.  In  my  opinion  the  tickets  should  be  furnished 
by  the  chief  provost-marshal  of  each  army,  by  them  to  the  provost- 
marshal  (or  some  other  appointed  officer)  of  each  brigade  or  regiment, 
who  shall  on  the  day  of  election  deliver  tickets  irrespective  of  party  to 
whoever  may  call  for  them.  If,  however,  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient 
to  admit  citizens  to  deliver  tickets,  then  it  should  be  most  positively 
prohibited  that  such  citizens  should  electioneer,  harangue,  or  canvass 
the  regiments  in  any  way.  Their  business  should  be,  and  only  be,  to 
distribute  on  a  certain  fixed  day  tickets  to  whoever  may  call  for  them. 
In  the  case  of  those  States  whose  soldiers  vote  by  proxy,  proper  State 
authority  could  be  given  to  officers  belonging  to  regiments  so  voting  to 
receive  and  forward  votes.  As  it  is  intended  that  all  soldiers  entitled 
to  vote  shall  exercise  that  privilege  according  to  their  own  convictions 
of  right,  unmolested  and  unrestricted,  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
each  party  sending  to  armies,  easy  of  access,  a  number  of  respectable 
gentlemen  to  see  that  these  views  are  fully  carried  out.  To  the  army 
at  Atlanta,  and  those  armies  on  the  sea-coast  from  New  Berne  to  New 
Orleans,  not  to  exceed  three  citizens  of  each  party  should  be  admitted. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant -General. 


CITY  POINT.  VA.,  tiente-tnber  2 
Major-General  MEADE: 

I  have  directed  General  Ilalleck  to  order  forward  at  once  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  the  six  Michigan  regiments  mentioned  by  you 
yesterday,  and  the  recruits  to  be  sent  after  them  as  fast  as  collected. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutcnant-deneral. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,  Va.,  September  27,  186-L 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  MEADE,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  On  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant  a  movement  will 
take  place  intended  to  surprise  and  capture  the  works  of  the  enemy 
north  of  the  James  River  and  between  Malvern  Hill  and  Richmond. 
The  troops  engaged  in  this  will  be  taken  exclusively  from  the  Tenth 
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and  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  Although  these  troops  will  be  instructed 
to  push  directly  for  Richmond,  if  successful  in  breaking  through  the 
outer  line  of  rebel  works,  it  is  hardly  expected  that  so  much  can  be 
accomplished,  but  as  against  the  force  now  kept  north  of  the  James 
River  by  the  enemy  (Jeneral  Butler  can  force  his  way  to  Richmond, 
and  will  do  it  unless  they  largely  re-enforce  from  Petersburg.  As  a 
co-operative  movement  with  this  you  will  please  have  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  underarms  at  4  a.  in.  on  the  29th  ready  to  move  in  any  direction. 
They  should  have  three  or  four  days'  rations  in  haversacks  and  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  on  the  person,  including  that  in  the  cartridge- 
boxes.  It  was  my  intention  to  give  specific  instructions  for  a  concen 
tration  of  all  the  force  you  could  spare  on  your  left,  and  for  a  demon 
stration  as  if  to  extend  our  lines  in  that  direction,  but,  on  reflection,  I  will 
leave  the  details  to  you,  stating  merely  that  I  want  every  effort  used  to 
convince  the  enemy  that  the  South  Side  road  and  Petersburg  are  the 
objects  of  our  efforts.  Should  the  enemy  draw  off  such  a  force  from 
the  defenses  of  Petersburg  as  to  justify  you  in  moving  either  for  the 
South  Side  road  or  Petersburg,  1  want  ycfu  to  do  it  without  waiting  for 
instructions,  and  in  your  own  way.  One  thing,  however,  I  would  say: 
If  the  road  is  reached  it,  or  a  position  commanding  it,  should  be  held 
at  all  hazards.  If  it  becomes  necessary  to  maintain  the  position  against 
an  attack,  draw  off  from  our  present  defenses  what  force  you  deem 
necessary,  always  keeping  the  garrisons  detailed  for  the  inclosed  works 
on  the  line  intact,  however.  All  trains  should  be  harnessed,  hitched, 
and  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  accumulation  of  supplies 
at  depots  along  the  railroad  should  also  be  stopped,  and  as  far  as 
practicable  that  now  on  hand  in  depot  should  be  got  in  wagons.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  move  1  shall  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
Up  to  8  a.  m.,  however,  dispatches  may  be  directed  to  me  at  City 
Point;  after  that  hour,  until  otherwise  directed,  at  Deep  Bottom. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  27,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  G.  MEADE  : 

If  troops  can  be  moved  to-morrow,  so  as  to  give  the  appearance  of 
massing  on  our  left,  it  would  serve  to  deceive  the  enemy.  I  think  also 
it  will  be  advisable  to  send  scouts  some  distance  to  the  southeast  to 
discover  if  the  enemy  are  moving  cavalry  around  toward  the  James. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  27,  1361—10.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

Do  you  refer  to  movements  within  or  without  our  lines?  I  can  send 
two  divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  to-morrow  beyond  our  left  and  beyond 
where  Warren  was  the  other  day.  If  attacked  they  can  be*supported 
by  two  of  Warren's  divisions.  This  is  what  I  proposed  to  do,  under 
your  instructions,  the  next  day;  but  it  will,  no  doubt,  have  much  more 
effect  to-morrow  than  the  next  day,. though  it  will  also  be  more  likely 
to  bring  on  an  engagement. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA..  September  27,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

What  I  meant  was  to  move  troops  within  our  lines;  not  openly, 
but  so  that  the  enemy  would  likely  get  glimpses  of  them  and  think 
there  was  a  concentration  on  our  left.  The  Tenth  Corps,  moving  to  Ber 
muda  Hundred  to-night,  will  be  missed  from  its  position  in  the  morn 
ing,  and  if  the  enemy  can  be  deceived  into  thinking  they  have  gone 
round  to  the  left  it  will  aid  us. 

IT.  S.  GRANT. 

Lieutc-Httnt-Gencrnl. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  September  27,  if*64. 
Maj.  Gen.  GEORGE  G.  MEADE  : 

I  am  directed  to  respectfully  request  that  you  will  have  all  new  vol 
unteer  regiments  that  have  joined  your  army  and  all  that  may  join 
hereafter  inspected,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  each  upon 
arrival.  Where  desertions  have  occurred  en  route  the  loss  should  be 
investigated  so  as  to  ascertain  the  parties,  if  any,  to  whom  the  neglect 
in  reference  thereto  may  attach.  The  new  regiments  on  leaving  State 
have  an  average  strength  of  O/H). 

TIIOS.  M.  VINCENT, 

Assist  <  i n t  Adjutan t- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSH AL.-GENERAL, 

/September  2 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Statf: 

GENERAL:  Deserter  from  Forty-eighth  North  Carolina,  Cooke's  bri 
gade,  lleth's  division,  came  in  last  evening,  opposite  the  Burnside 
mine,  into  the  lines  of  General  Mott's  division.  He  reports  that  two 
brigades  of  Heth's  division  arc  in  line  in  the  trenches  at  this  point,  the 
other  two  brigades  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line;  that  Hoke's  divis 
ion  is  about  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  in  reserve,  and  is  all  the  reserve 
troops  he  knows  of;  has  been  lying  there  some  six  or  eight  days,  ever 
since  it  came  back  from  the  right;  Field's  division,  that  "went  to  the 
right  with  Hoke's  some  ten  days  ago,  had  not  returned  when  informant 
left;  that  the  army  will  be  paid  in  a  few  days  four  months'  pay,  and 
many  men  are  ready  to  desert  as  soon  as  they  can  send  their  pay  home 
to  their  families;  have  sent  Early  no  re-enforcements.  Deserter  from 
Thirty-seventh  North  Carolina,  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  came 
in  yesterday  at  '2  p.  m.  He  brings  no  important  information;  was  a 
rumor  that  one  regiment  from  each  brigade  of  Hill's  corps  would  be 
sent  to  the  assistance  of  Early,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  done.  The  fol 
lowing  sketch  shows  the  relative  position  of  Lee's  army  from  latest 
information,  including  all  the  force  south  of  the  Appomattox.*  Three 

*  See  p.  1049. 
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deserters  from  the  Forty-sixth  Virginia,  Wise-'s  brigade,  of  Johnson's 
division,  came  in  this  a.  ra.  They  state  that  Hoke's  division  would 
relieve  Johnson  this  a.  in.;  that  it  is  understood  each  division  relieves 
the  other  every  ten  days;  no  movements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

City  Point,   Va.,  September  27,  1804. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  Union  men  of  Eichmond  sent  us  word  last  night, 
through  our  scouts,  that  the  telegraph  operator  had  left  Staunton  night 
before  last — Sunday  night.  The  dispatch  also  stated  that  the  Yankees 
were  expected  to  occupy  Staun ton  early  yesterday  morning;  General 
Early  was  retreating  to  Waynesborough;  General  Lee  was  in  Rich 
mond  on  Saturday  in  consultation  with  the  War  Department,  and  pon 
toon  bridges  were  being  put  across  the  Appomattox.  Fitz  Lee  had 
arrived  in  town  wounded,  his  command  remaining  with  Early.  The 
three  regiments  formerly  reported  as  having  been  sent  to  Lynchburg 
are  all  the  troops  that  have  been  moved  within  the  last  week.  Silver 
sold  in  Richmond  yesterday  at  29  for  1,  and  gold  at  30  for  1.  Mr. 
Davis  had  not  returned  from  Hood's  army  up  to  yesterday  morning  at 
10  o'clock.  The  common  rumors  of  the  evacuation  of  Eichmond  are 
gaining  strength.  The  wounded  of  Early 's  army  are  expected  to  arrive  in 
Eichmond,  but  none  of  them  have  yet  arrived.  The  bridges  at  Chaftin's, 
if  taken  up,  have  been  replaced,  as  one  of  our  agents  saw  South  Caro 
linians  on  Sunday  belonging  to  Bratton's  brigade,  of  Field's  division, 
who  had  just  crossed  the  bridge.  Files  of  Eichmond  papers  are  for 
warded  herewith. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEOEGE    H.  SHAEPE, 

Colonel,  d'C. 
(Same  to  General  Butler.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  27,  186  f. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Seven  deserters  (one  sergeant,  two  corporals,  and  four 
privates)  from  the  Sixth  Virginia,  Mahone's  old  brigade  and  division, 
came  into  our  lines  this  a.  in.  They  bring  no  new  information.  Their 
regiment  (Sixth  Virginia)  numbers  less  than  200  men  for  duty,  and  tin 
brigade  is  less  than  1,000  strong.  In  the  estimate  of  strength  of  Lee'b 
army  forwarded  a  few  days  since,  both  Heth's  and  Mahone's  divisions 
are  overestimated.  There  are  not  5,000  men  for  duty  at  present  in 
either  division. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 
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SEPTEMBER  27,  1804. 
Colonel  SHARPS, 

City  Point: 

Deserters  to-day  from  Wise's  and  Mahone's  old  brigade.  ISTo  changes 
in  position  of  the  enemy.  Rumor  that  one  regiment  from -ouch  brigade 
of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  will  be  sent  to  Early. 

J.  T.  BfABCOCK]. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  27,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatches  received  from  the  plank  road 
station : 

6.30  A.  M. 

All  quiet  and  no  indication  of  movements  in  enemy's  lines.  A  small  working  party 
engaged  in  vicinity  of  lead-works. 

8  A.  M. 

At  7.30  2,000  infantry  appeared  coming  from  the  woods  northwest  of  the  large 
fort  west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  and  moved  toward  our  left  on  line  of  the  railroad. 
A  few  of  them  carried  stretchers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obediejit  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  27,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded : 

9  A.  M. 

Fifteen  hundred  infantry  have  jnst  passed  to  our  left  on  lino  of  Weldon  vailroad 
coming  from  the  woods  northwest  of  large  fort  west  of  Weldon  railroad.  Enemy 
working  in  vicinity  of  said  fort  and  to  the  extreme  left,  visible  from  this  point. 

(This  would  be  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  railroad  and  about  a 
mile  or  more  from  the  lead- works.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


SEPTEMBER  27,  1864—0  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  party  of  enemy  are  working  on  fortifications  to  my  left  over  woods. 
Otherwise  afll]  qfuietj. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Lieutenant  and  Signal  Officer. 
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WALTIIALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  27,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

All  quiet  this  a.  in.     Can  find  nothing  to  confirm,  my  report  of  last 
evening. 

H.  W.  IIOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


FRIEND'S  HOUSE,  September  27, 1864—5.20  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer  : 

No  unusual  movements  to-day.    The  enemy  still  have  small  fatigue 
parties  on  their  works  to  left  of  cemetery  and  on  new  line. 

JORDAN. 


PLANK  KOAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  27,  1864 — (i  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

In  addition  to  working  parties  reported  this  a.  m.  there  is  a  small 
party  at  work  northwest  from  station,  but  so  covered  by  works  as  to  be 
secured  from  the  effects  of  our  artillery.  A  considerable  force  is  also 
at  work  in  rear  of  main  line  of  works  extending  from  the  large  fort  on 
Weldoii  railroad  about  300  yards  to  the  left.  This  last  force  is  inde 
pendent  of  those  at  work  on  main  line,  and  is  apparently  working  on  a 
new  line.  All  quiet. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  27,  1864—6  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 
All  quiet  this  p.  m.     The  following  has  been  intercepted: 

9.30  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[RKNT]  : 

The  artillery  in  camp  near  Battery  5  have  just  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Cobb's. 

J.  Q.  EjTHEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

9.45  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[KENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  drilling  iu  open  space.     Two  gun-boats  above  pontoon. 
One  steamer  oil'  Point  of  Rocks. 

J.  A.   S.. 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

10   A.  M. 

Colonel  B[RKNT]  : 

The  artillery  has  returned  and  is  now  drilling. 

J.  Q.  E[THEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 


CHAP.  UV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  1053 

11  A.  M. 
Colonel  B[UENT]  : 

The  enemy  have  put  one  gun  in  position  in  front  of  open  space.  One  regiment  of 
infantry  drilling  in  front  of  hospital  tents. 

J.  Q.  E[THEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

12  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  infantry  came  from  front  to  the  left  of  Cobb's  and  passed  open 
space  going  to  the  front  in  Prince  (ieorge.  One  regiment  came  from  same  place 
going  toward  City  Point,  and  one  going  east  side  of  Jordan's  house. 

J.  Q.  E[T1IEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

2.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[KEXT]  : 

A  train  of  cars  just  passed  on  City  Point  Railroad  loaded  with  troops  going  toward 
City  Point. 

J.  Q.  E[THEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.30  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

All  quiet  this  p.  in.  Ten  six-horse  wagons  with  several  squads  of  cavalry  just 
passed  open  space  going  to  the  front  in  Prince  George.  One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  Q.  EJTHEREDGE], 

At  D. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

The  enemy  have  just  put  one  gun  in  position  in  the  works  to  our 
right  of  Fort  Clifton.  It  is  a  field  piece. 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  2GO.  }  September  27,  1864. 

******* 

4.  The  following-mentioned  regiments  of  dismounted  cavalry,  now 
serving  as  infantry,  will  report,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable,  to 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  McM.  Gregg,  commanding  Second  Cavalry  Division,  who 
will  cause  the  necessary  requisition  to  be  promptly  made  on  the  proper 
departments  for  the  horses  and  equipments  required  to  mount  the 
regiments,  viz:  Second  New  York  Mounted  liines,  Ninth  Army  Corps; 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  Ninth  Army  Corps;  Thirteenth 
Ohio  Cavalry,  Ninth  Army  Corps;  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
Fifth  Army  Corps. 

******* 

8.  The  execution  of  paragraph  4  of  Special  Orders,  No.  200,  of  this 
date,  requiring  that  the  following-mentioned  regin.ents  of  dismounted 
cavalry  report  to  Brig.  Gen.  D.  McM.  Gregg,  commanding  Second  Cav 
alry  Division,  for  the  purpose  of  being  mounted,  is  suspended  for  the 
present:  Second  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  Ninth  Army  Corps; 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Cavalry,  Ninth  Army  Corps;  Thirteenth 
Ohio  Cavalry,  Ninth  Army  Corps;  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
Fifth  Army  Corps, 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  27,  1864 — 7.45  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  station  at  Fort  Davis,  on  Jerusalem  plank 
road,  reports  that  at  7.30  this  a.  m.  2,000  infantry  appeared  coining1  from 
woods  north  west -of  large  fort,  and  moved  to  our  left  on  line  of  Weldon 
railroad.     A  few  of  them  carried  stretchers. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  S'ujnal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  27,  1864.     (Received  10.20  a.  in. ) 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposition  of  iny  command  since 
last  report,  except  that  the  Ninth  Corps  have  relieved  a  part  of  the  ex 
treme  left  of  my  picket-line. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  30.  J  September  27,  1864. 

Division  commanders  will  impress  upon  the  commanders  of  inclosed 
works  the  necessity  of  holding  these  works  under  every  contingency; 
no  matter  what  may  occur  in  the  connecting  lines  the  forts  are  to  be 
held.  Properly  defended  they  are  capable  of  resisting  the  heaviest 
assaults  the  enemy  can  make,  and  any  commander  who  vacates  or 
yields  one  of  them  without  orders  from  headquarters  of  the  army,  com 
municated  through  these  headquarters,  will  be  held  to  a  strict  account 
ability.  In  case  of  attack  on  the  line  the  troops  near  the  point  of 
attack,  after  having  resisted  to  the  extent  of  their  power,  will  form  to 
protect  the  batteries  between  the  forts.  If  driven  from  there  they  will 
be  formed  as  reserves  behind  the  works  prepared  to  follow  the  enemy 
after  they  are  broken  by  the  fire  of  the  works. 

Two  hundred  rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition,  exclusive  of  that  on 
the  persons  of  the  men,  will  be  kept  in  the  magazines  of  the  forts.  The 
chief  of  artillery  will  provide  a  suitable  amount  of  artillery  ammunition 
for  the  field  guns,  especially  of  canister,  and  spherical  case  for  each  of 
the  inclosed  works. 

Where  the  magazines  are  not  now  in  suitable  condition  for  the  recep 
tion  of  ammunition  the  fact  will  be  at  once  communicated  to  these 
headquarters.  Where  the  defect  cannot  be  easily  remedied  by  the 
garrison  an  engineer  officer  will  be  sent  to  take  charge  of  the  work. 

Ammunition  must  be  examined  and  exposed  to  the  air  daily  when 
the  weather  admits. 

No  changes  affecting  the  field  of  fire  for  the  artillery,  the  capacity  of 
the  works  to  hold  troops,  or,  generally,  the  offensive  or  defensive  power 
of  the  forts  will  be  made  without  previous  reference  to  these  headquar 
ters.  This  prohibition  is  not  intended,  of  course,  to  prevent  command 
ers  from  giving  the  necessary  instructions  where  immediate  action  is 
necessary. 
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As  a  general  rule,  the  senior  artillery  officer  ill  each  fort  will  be 
responsible  for  the  proper  use  of  artillery  in  case  of  action,  and  the 
power  of  the  post  commander,  over  artillery,  due  his  rank,  is  not 
expected  to  be  exercised,  except  in  cases  of  unusual  emergency,  the 
artillery  officer  being  generally  the  better  judge  in  his  own  arm  of  the 
service  and  having  special  instructions  to  guide  him. 

The  particular  province  of  the  infantry  garrison  is  to  defend  the  fort 
until  the  nrtillery  can  have  its  full  effect  in  breaking  the  enemy's  lines. 

The  general  instructions  for  the  artillery  on  the  lines  are  to  answer 
all  lire  from  the  enemy  and  to  open  on  all  bodies  of  troops  or  working 
parties  within  range. 

Signal  stations  in  communication  with  these  headquarters  are  estab 
lished  at  the  Friend  house  and  the  Avery  house. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[SEPTEMBER  27, 18G4. — For  circular  from  headquarters  Second  Army 
Corps,  relating  to  the  police  of  intrenchinents,  &c.,  see  p.  034. J 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  27,  1864.     (Received  10  a.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  was  quiet  in  my  front  yesterday 
and  during  the  night.  A  deserter  from  Thirty-seventh  Xorth  Carolina 
came  in  yesterday  afternoon  and  was  forwarded. 

(I.  K.  WARREN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  27,  1864 — 9.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  fifth  Corps : 

The  signal  officer  on  the  plank  road  reports  that  at  7.30  a.  m.  2,000 
infantry  came  from  woods  northwest  of  large  fort  on  the  Weldon 
railroad  and  moved  to  our  left  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  A  few  carried 
stretchers. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  27,  1864—10.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps  : 

The  signal  officer  on  plank  ro;id  reports  at  9  a.  m.  a  body  of  1,500 
infantry  moving  out  of  woods  northwest  of  ibrt  west  of  Weldon  railroad, 
and  moving  to  our  left  on  the  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  X7,  186-1. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

The  signal  officer  reports  a*  force  of  the  enemy,  about  two  regiments, 
north-northwest  from  the  Aikeii  house,  struck  camp  this-  a.  m. ;  marched 
out  of  camp,  and  have  again  returned,  standing  in  company  streets 
under  arms. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION.  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

/September  £7,  1864. 
General  WARREN, 

Commanding  : 

GENERAL  :  I  saw  Parke  this  afternoon.  He  tells  me  that  eight  or 
ten  deserters  from  the  Sixth  Virginia  came  into  his  lines  to-day,  who 
report  that  great  depression  exists  among  the  men  of  the  rebel  army: 
that  it  was  well  known  that  Early  had  been  twice  defeated  in  the  Val 
ley,  and  that  a  rumor  prevailed  today  that  our  cavalry  was  in  Gordon  s- 
ville.  Do  you  wish  me  to  occupy  the  entire  line  from  Fort  Howard  to 
the  right  of  Ayres  ?  If  so,  I  have  no  reserve.  I  understood  that  Ayres 
was  to  move  to  the  right  yesterday.  The  camps  vacated  by  the  Ninth 
Corps  were  so  iilthy  that  I  have  ordered  my  regiments  to  new  ground 
in  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  X7,  186-i. 
General  WARREN, 

Commanding ; 

GENERAL:  I  called  to-day  to  ask  whether  you  desired  that  1  should 
occupy  the  whole  line  from  Fort  Howard  to  Ayres'  left.     I  beg  that  you 
will  direct  differently,  as  now  I  have  no  reserve  whatever. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  27,  186-1 — 9  a.  m.     (Received  10.30  a.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  occurred  on  my  line 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours.  Six  rebel  deserters  came  through  the 
lines  of  the  Third  Division  since  last  report.  One  was  sent  to  head 
quarters  yesterday  morning,  the  rest  will  be  forwarded  this  morning. 

,1X0.  G.   PARKE, 

Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  27,  1801 — 11.30  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  line  picketed 
by  the  cavalry.  This  morning  General  Davies'  brigade,  of  this  division, 
moved  to  Prince  George  Court- House  to  relieve  General  Kautz,  and 
establish  a  line  covering  all  the  approaches  between  the  James  River 
and  the  Norfolk  railroad,  at  which  place  connection  will  be  made  with 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  division.  The  line  occupied  by  this  divis 
ion  is  so  long  that  at  many  points  a  forcible  attack  of  the  enemy  could 
not  be  seriously  resisted,  but  the  dispositions  are  such  that  with  vigi 
lance  timely  notice  will  be  had  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  any  of 
the  roads.  General  Davies  will  have  two  regiments  and  a  fraction  of 
a  third  in  reserve  at  Prince  George.  The  Second  Brigade  will  have- 
three  regiments  and  a  fraction  of  a  fourth  in  reserve  on  the  plank  road. 
There  will  be  a  battery  with  the  reserve  of  each  brigade. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  27,  1661 — 10.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 
(Through  Ninth  Corps  Headquarters.) 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  a  strong  scouting 
party  early  to-morrow  morning  from  the  reserve  at  Prince  George  Court- 
House  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  is 
moving  any  cavalry  toward  the  James  River. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  27,  1864. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Caralry  : 

The  reserve  from  which  the  scouting  party  is  to  be  sent  is  that  of 
General  Davies. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION, 
Prince  George  Court-House,  September  27,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

dipt.  H.  C.  WEIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Division  Caralry: 
I  have  entirely  relieved  General  Kautx,  and  my  line  is  established 
from  the  Norfolk  railroad  to  the  James.     All  rruiet. 

H.  E.  DAVIES,  JR., 

Brigadier-  General. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  27,  1864 — 11.30  a.  m. 
General  BUTLER: 

Make  all  your  changes  of  troops  at  once,  ready  for  the  execution  of 
orders  verbally  communicated,  so  as  to  have  troops  as  fresh  as  possible. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  27,  1864—12  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  etc1.  : 
Telegram  received.    The  dispositions  are  being  made. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General  j  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  27,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James  : 

Prepare  your  army  according  to  the  verbal  instructions  already  given 
for  moving  on  the  morning  of  the  21)  th  instant.  Your  lines  between  the 
James  and  Appomattox  Elvers  can  be  held  with  new  regiments  and 
such  artillery  as  you  deem  necessary.  All  garrisons  from  your  com 
mand  below  the  mouth  of  the  Appomattox  will  be  left  as  they  are  now. 
The  movement  should  be  commenced  at  night,  and  so  as  to  get  a  con 
siderable  force  north  of  the  James  Eiver,  ready  to  assault  the  euemy:s 
lines  in  front  of  Deep  Bottom,  and  from  Aiken's  house  or  other  point 
above  Deep  Bottom,  where  the  two  assaulting  columns  will  be  in  easy 
supporting  distance  of  each  other,  as  soon  as  the  enemy's  line  is  broken 
at  the  dawn  of  day.  If  one  good  division  from  each  of  your  corps  are- 
over  in  time  for  this,  with  the  balance  of  these  corps  following,  with  a 
pontoon  bridge  for  each,  it  will  answer.  The  object  of  this  movement 
is  to  surprise  and  capture  Eichmond,  if  possible.  This  cannot  be  done 
if  time  is  given  the  enemy  to  move  forces  to  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
Success  will  depend  on  prompt  movement  at  the  start.  Should  the 
outer  line  be  broken,  the  troops  will  push  for  Eichmond  with  all  prompt 
ness,  following  roads  as  near  the  river  as  possible.  It  is  impossible  to 
point  out  the  line  of  march  for  an  army  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
because  the  enemy  may  interpose  such  an  obstacle  in  our  route  as  to 
make  it  impracticable.  It  is  known  that  the  enemy  has  intrenched 
positions  on  the  bank  of  the  river  between  Deep  Bottom  and  Eichmond, 
such  as  Chafh'n's  farm,  whichare  garrisoned.  If  thesecanbe  captured  in 
passing,  they  should  be  held  by  suitable  garrisons.  If  not  captured, 
troops  should  be  left  to  hold  them  in  their  position,  and  should  intrench 
to  make  themselves  strong.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  your 
engineer  troops,  with  their  tools,  well  up  with  the  advance.  Should 
you  succeed  in  getting  to  Eichmond,  the  interposition  of  the  whole 
army  (rebel)  between  you  and  your  supplies  need  cause  you  no  alarm. 
With  the  army  under  General  Meade,  supplies  could  be  cut  off  from 
the  enemy  in  the  event  of  so  unexpected  a  move,  and  communication 
opened  with  you  either  by  the  south  side  or  from  the  White  House 
before  the  supplies  you  would  tind  in  the  city  would  be  exhausted.  In 
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case  yon  reach  Richmond,  the  details  for  garrisoning  and  holding  the 
place  are  left  to  you  or  the  senior  officer  of  the  troops  that  get  in.  One 
thing  I  would  say,  however,  all  the  bridges  connecting  the  city  with 
the  south  side  should  be  destroyed  at  once  or  held  beyond  a  peradven- 
ture.  As  the  success  of  the  enterprise  depends  entirely  on  celerity,  the 
troops  will  go  light.  They  will  take  only  a  single  blanket  rolled  and 
carried  over  the  shoulder,  three  days'  rations  in  haversacks,  and  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  in  box  and  on  the  person.  No  wagons  will  be 
taken.  They  will  be  supplied,  however,  with  six  days'  rations,  half  for 
age  for  the  same  time,  and  forty  rounds  of  extra  ammunition  for  men,  to 
follow  if  they  should  be  required.  No  wagons  will  cross  the  James 
River  till  ordered  by  you.  The  whole  of  the  force  under  General  Meade 
will  be  under  arms  at  4  a.  in.  on  the  liDth,  ready  to  attack  Petersburg 
or  move  to  the  South  Side  road,  as  circumstances  may  determine.  As 
against  any  force  now  north  of  the  James  River  you  can  go  to  Rich 
mond  even  without  a  surprise.  If  the  enemy  resists  you  by  sufficient 
force  to  prevent  your  advance,  it  is  confidently  expected  that  General 
Meade  can  gain  a  decisive  advantage  on  his  end  of  the  line.  Thepri/e 
sought  is  either  Richmond  or  Petersburg,  or  a  position  which  will 
secure  the  fall  of  the  latter.  Please  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  your 
detailed  instructions. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  27,  1864 — 11.15  a.  m. 

His  Excellency  Governor  CONY, 

A  ugusta,  Me. : 

The  Eighth  and  Eleventh  Maine  regiments  are  in  my  command  and 
are  weak.  They  will  require  about  500  men  each  to  bring  them  to  full 
efficiency.  Can  you  not  send  me  a  detachment  of  about  that  number  of 
recruits  that  may  be  put  in  these  regiments?  One  recruit  in  an  old 
regiment  is  worth  two  in  a  new  organization.  If  you  cannot  do  this  I 
do  not  see  but  that  we  must  consolidate  the  regiments,  which  I  should 
regret  to  do.  Please  answer  by  telegraph. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  27,  1864. 

Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Stajf: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  tower  on  James  River  reports: 
"About  200  infantry  going  across  the  rear  of  Chaffin's  farm  toward 
New  Market  road." 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

II.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  27,  1864.   . 
Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 

COLONEL:  The  signal  officer  at  James  Eiver  tower  reports  situation 
unchanged,  with  exception  that  enemy  are  extending  disconnected 
rifle-pits  to  their  left  of  the  Cox's  Ferry  work  on  the  bluff's  along  the 
river,  screening  them  with  bushes  as  they  are  being  made.  No  more 
troops  have  been  seen  since  those  reported  at  4  p.  m.  crossed  Chaffin's 
farm.  Four  wagons  passed  along  this  road  about  noon  in  same  direc 
tion;  four  others  were  seen  going  in  opposite  direction  near  pontoon 
bridge.  The  signal  officer  at  Spring  Hill  reports  all  quiet  on  enemy's 
lines  this  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNAL  OFFICER, 

September  27,  186-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  GEORGE  A.  KENSEL, 

Acting  Chief  of  Staff: 
COLONEL:  The  following  message  just  received  from  Spring  Hill: 

A  truiii  of  ten  cars  loaded  with  troops  toward  Petersburg. 

A.  G.  SIMONS, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Signal  Officer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  11.  CLUM, 
Captain  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

(Forwarded  to  General  Grant.) 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VA.  AND  N.  C., 

ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 
No.  200.  )  In  the  Field,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 

#  •   *  *  *  *  *  * 

•III.  Major-General  Ord,  commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  will 
direct  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  and  one 
company  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  to  report  at  once  to  Brig. 
Gen.  A.  V.  Kautz,  at  Jones'  Neck. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

ISRAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA.,  September  27,  1864. 
Col.  HENRY  L.  ABBOT. 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  as 
usual  this  morning,  tiring  quite  rapidly  and  constantly  until  about  2 
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p.  in.  Three  negroes  wounded  during1  the  day  outside  canal.  Their 
light  piece  ventured  to  send  us  a  few  shots,  but  was  soon  silenced. 
•Think  my  extreme  left  battery  for  10-pounder  guns  is  just  what  is 
needed;  used  it  for  the  first  time  this  a.  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

September  27,  1864. 
Major-General  BIRNEY: 

Relieve  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  and  order  them  to  report  with 
transportation  and  baggage  at  Bermuda  Hundred  at  once  for  the  pur 
pose  of  being  mounted  and  equipped. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  /Staff. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  35.  )         Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 

I.  The  department  commander  has   appointed    Lieut.  Col.  E.  W. 
Smith  assistant  adjutant-general  on  his  staff,  relieving  him  from  duty 
with  the  Tenth  Army  Corps.     In  parting  with  this  officer  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  corps  takes  pleasure  in  testifying  to  his  assid 
uous  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office,     ile  also  is  pleased  with  the 
advancement  of  a  good  soldier,  although  he  may  regret  losing  such  a 
staff  officer. 

II.  Capt.  E.  L.  Ford,  aide-de-camp,  will  temporarily  fill  the  position 
of  assistant  adjutant-general. 

III.  Capt.  C.  II.  Graves,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  volunteers,  is 
announced  as  an  aide-de-camp  to  the  commanding  general,  and  will  be 
obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Maj.  Geii.  I).  B.. Birney: 

CHAS.  II.  GRAVES, 
Assista  n  t  A  djn ta  n  t-  General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \      HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  138.  j  In  the  Field,  Va.,  September  27,  1864. 

I.  The  Birney  First  Sharpshooters  (Two  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl 
vania  Volunteers)  arc  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 
The  commanding  officer  will  at  once  report  with  his  command  to 
Brigadier-General  Foster,  commanding  division.  The  proper  allowance 
of  transportation  and  camp  equipage  will  be  at  once  assigned  to  the 
regiment. 

******* 

5.  The  First  Maryland  Cavalry  (dismounted)  are  hereby  relieved  from 
duty  with  this  corps,  and  will  proceed  at  once  with  transportation  and 
baggage  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  and  report  for  the  purpose  of  being 
mounted  and  equipped. 

******.* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  September  27,  186  L 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  by  3  o'clock  to-morrow 
afternoon.  The  men  will  carry  two  days'  rations  in  haversacks.  All 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,  beyond  the  allowance  by  Special  Orders, 
No.  44,  from  headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  will  be  turned 
in  to  the  quartermaster's  department.  All  superfluous  clothing  should 
be  carefully  boxed,  marked,  and  turned  over  a*  the  depot  for  storage. 
Upon  receiving  orders  to  inarch  all  details  at  the  depots,  &c.,  will  be 
called  in  and  join  the  command. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aide-dc-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Petersburg,  Ya.,  September  27,  1864. 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  the  daily  reports  giving 
a  summary  of  events,  called  for  by  letter  from  these  headquarters  of 
August  30,  1864,  will  be  discontinued  until  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aidc-de-Camp  and  Acting  Asfrixtant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  27,  186-1 — 9  a.  m. 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  and  inclosures,  by  Cap 
tain  Moore,  of  your  staff.  I  have  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers  and  the  Thirty-eighth  New  Jersey  Volun 
teers,  of  the  Provisional  Brigade,  who  are  reported  not  effective  for 
field  service  in  your  return,  to  be  sent  to  Forts  Pocahontas  and  Pow- 
hatau  to  relieve  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  and  the  colored  regiments 
there  and  at  Harrison's  Landing.  I  will  order  the  Eighty-ninth  New 
York  at  once  here  and  the  colored  regiments  directly  to  Deep  Bottom. 
I  will  also  direct  that  Heckman's  brigade,  at  Old  Court-llouse,  be 
relieved  and  marched  over  this  evening  to  join  his  command.  I  think 
your  suggestion  well  to  allow  your  horse  battery  to  report  to  General 
Kautz.  Please  make  the  order. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  27,  1864 — 9.55  a.  m. 
General  U.  S.  GRANT  : 

A  lieutenant,  deserter  from  the  rebels,  is  in  this  morning;  states 
that  the  belief  among  them  is  that  should  Lynchburg — which  is 
strongly  fortified — be  captured,  it  would  give  you  the  Danville  road, 
and  want  of  food  would  compel  the  evacuation  of  Lee's  present  posi- 
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tion;  that  they  have  not  force  enough  to  re-enforce  Lynchbuvg,  and 
their  fears  are  that  Richmond  will  be  approached  from  that  quarter. 
This  lieutenant  is  an  intelligent  officer  from  Virginia,  and,  I  am  sure, 
speaks  candidly. 

E.  O.  C.  OED, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  ISTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No,  111).  J  In  the  Field,   Va..  September  27,  186-L 

******* 

V.  Col.  E.  II.  Kipley,  commanding  detachments  of  First  and  Second 
Brigades  of  this  division,  will,  upon  receipt  of  this  order,  strike  tents 
and  march  at  once  for  this  point,  and  upon  arrival  you  will  report  to 
these  headquarters.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  you  move  at  once, 
as  the  movement  must  be  completed  before  daylight  and  as  quietly  as 
possible. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  Ueckman: 

W.  H.  ABEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In   the  Field,  September  X7,  186-1. 

Brigadier-General  MARSTON, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Pocahontaft  ; 

GENERAL:  General  Butler  sends  you  to-day  the  One  hundred  and 
eighty -fourth  New  York  and  the  Thirty-eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
in  all  about  1,000  men,  and  wishes  you  to  send  by  return  boat  the 
Eighty-ninth  New  York  and  the  two  colored  regiments  now  in  your 
command.  Direct  the  Eighty-ninth  to  land  at  Bermuda  and  report  at 
these  headquarters;  the  two  colored  regiments  to  proceed  at  once  up 
the  river  to  Dee])  Bottom  and  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
post.  The  commanding  general  wishes  these  movements  made  with 
the  utmost  dispatch. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  A.  KENSEL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Staff. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]      HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ^7,  186-1—10.45  «.  m. 

Brigadier-General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  when  your  division  is 
concentrated  to-day  at  Prince  George  Court- House  you  report  in  per 
son  to  Major-General  Butler. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  L1V. 

/ 

HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  4?r,  1864. 
Colonel  SPEAR,: 

COLONEL  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that, 
in  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Army  of  the  Poto 
mac,  your  brigade  will  be  relieved  this  morning  by  Brigadier- General 
Davies,  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division.  As  soon  as  relieved  you  will 
concentrate  your  command  at  Prince  George  Court-House  and  there 
await  further  instructions  from  these  headquarters. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  ASCH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant -Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

/September  27,  1804. 
Colonel  SPEAR: 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you   move  your 
command  to  the  ground  it  formerly  occupied  at  Jones'  Xeck,  but  not 
to  move  from  Prince  George  Court-House  till  (>  o'clock  this  evening. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  J.  ASCH, 
Captain  and  Acting  Axtiixlant  Adjutant-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  2<s,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 

(Keceived  7  p.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  BARNES, 

Surgeon- General  : 

I  have  called  upon  General  Butler  to  know  why  he  wanted  the  two 
ocean  hospital  steamers  of  which  you  telegraphed,  but  have  received 
no  reply.  Until  you  hear  from  me  on  the  subject  you  need  not  send 
them. 

17.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ;.\S,  18(11 — 11.30  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

A  division  of  the  Ninth  Corps  was  this  morning  after  daylight,  and 
at  places  within  view  of  the  enemy,  moved  from  near  the  A  very  house 
to  the  Gurley  house.  No  other  movements  or  events  of  importance  to 
report.  I  send  a  dispatch  just  received  from  Warren.*  Peebles'  farm 
is  just  north  of  Poplar  Spring  Church,  the  works  being  constructed  are 
to  hold  the  Squirrel  Level  road  and  the  one  next  to  it.  I  am  coming 
in  to  see  you  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  train. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 

*  See  Wiirivn  to  Humphreys,  11  a.  m.,  p.  1071. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1861 — 1.15  p.  m.     (Sent  2  p.  m.1 
Major-General  MEADE, 

City  Point : 

I  can  get  nothing  further  from  the  two  deserters  as  to  how  far  beyond 
Peebles'  fields  the  rifle  pits  extend  or  in  what  direction.  They  say 
that  there  are  a  good  many  infantry  in  the  rifle-pits,  and  that  they  .are 
building  a  fort  near  the  tobacco  house  in  the  middle  of  the  field  for 
sixteen  guns.  They  saw  a  battery  of  four  guns  near  the  fort,  which  is 
not  yet  finished.  It  is  about  1,000  yards  from  the  fork  of  the  roads 
and  is  put  up  to  sweep  the  cross-road.  The  tall  man  says  that  there 
are  riHe-pits  pretty  much  all  along  the  Boydton  plank  road  for  the 
distance  of  five  or  six  miles  out  of  Petersburg,  and  f  gather  from  what 
he  says,  extending  more  or  less  connectedly  as  far  as  Hatcher's  Run. 

A'.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CITY  POINT,  September  28,  1864. 

(Received  9.10  p.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Heavy  firing,  both  of  artillery  and  musketry,  is  heard  here  distinctly. 
Does  it  mean  anything  like  an  attack? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  2X,  1864 — It. 15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  .firing  is  apparently  on  the  plank  road.  The  musketry  has  ceased 
and  the.  artillery  slackened.  Xo  report  has  been  received.  I  imagine 
it  is  a  stampede.  I  have  called  on  Hancock  for  particulars,  which  1  will 
transmit  as  soon  as  received. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSIIAL-GENERAL, 

September  2,s,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  deserters  from  the  Forty-sixth  Xorth  Carolina, 
Cook  e's  brigade,  Ueth's  division,  came  into  the  lines  of  the  Second  Corps 
last  night  about  11  o'clock.  There  have  been  no  late  changes  on  their  part 
of  the  line.  Three  deserters  from  the  Fifty-ninth  and  Sixtieth  Regi 
ments,  of  Grade's  (Alabama)  brigade,  Johnson's  division,  came  into  the 
lines  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  last  evening.  They  report  that  their 
division  has  not  yet  been  relieved  by  Hoke,  but  would  be  at  9  o'clock 
this  a.  m. ;  was  reported  that  Johnson's  division  was  going  to  Early. 
Some  men  from  Grade's  brigade  went  to  the  rear  yesterday  to  take  to 
the  quartermaster  some  shells  and  other  projectiles  they  had  gathered, 
who  is  authorized  to  pay  8  cents  per  pound  for  cast  iron,  and  20 
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cents  for  lead.  Informant  states  that  the  quartermaster  told  him  he 
had  not  enough  money  to  pay  them,  and  went  to  borrow  some,  saying 
that  they  must  have  their  money,  as  they  would  soon  be  sent  to  re-en 
force  Early.  Some  of  informants  think  that  Hoke's  division  has  gone, 
but  one  says  he  saw  the  division  yesterday,  and  it  would  relieve  John 
son  to-day  at  9  a.  m.  A  Mississippi  brigade,  which  informant  does  not 
know,  went  to  Early  about  five  days  ago;  it  had  been  lying  in  Peters 
burg. 

NOTE. — This  must  be  Humphreys'  brigade,  of  Kershaw's  division, 
which  was  reported  to  have  been  left  behind. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  0.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  28,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  A  deserter  from  the  Twelfth  Virginia,  Weisiger's  brigade, 
Mahone's  division,  came  into  our  lines  this  a.  in.  in  front  of  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps.  He  states  that  he  lias  every  reason  to  believe  that  two 
divisions  have  been  sent  to  Early — Field's,  of  Longstreet's  corps,  and 
Hoke's  division,  of  Beauregard's  command — basing  his  belief  on  what 
he  has  heard  by  conversation  in  his  brigade. 

NOTE. — From  the  fact  that  Hoke's  division  was  to  have  relieved 
Johnson's  yesterday  at  5  o'clock  and  did  not,  it  seems  probable  it  may 
have  gone  to  Early.  Field's  division  has  been  lying  in  reserve  on  the 
right— enemy's  right. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
OFFICE  OF  THE  PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 

September  28,  1864.     (Received  1  p.  in.) 
Colonel  SHARPE, 

City  Point: 

Deserter  from  Sixth  Virginia  just  in  reports  that  Field's  and  Hoke's 
divisions  have  gone  to  Early,  the  latter  yesterday.  We  have  indica 
tions  going  to  substantiate  this.  Will  send  you  at  once  all  information 
concerning  this  hereafter  received. 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  28,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatches  from  signal  station  are  respect 
fully  forwarded : 

PLANK  ROAD  STATION. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  1,200  infantry  came  from  the  woods  in  vicinity  of  the  fort  west  of  the 
Weldon  railroad  and  moved  toward  our  left  011  the  Hue  of  the  railroad.  The  enemy 
is  working  iu  small  force  on  the  line  runiiing  to  the  left  from  the  above-meiitioned 
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fort.  At  9  a.  m.  500  infantry,  in  parties  of  100,  180,  and  220,  came  from  the  woods 
west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  and  disappeared,  moving  southward.  .Small  working 
parties  northwest  of  this  station  within  range  of  our  guns. 

FULTON. 

WALTHALL  HOUSK — 9  a.  m. 
The  enemy  has  commenced  a  new  work  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Clifton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


FRIEND'S  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  28,  1864 — 9  a.  in. 

Major  FISHER: 

A  column  of  infantry  has  just  moved  into  city  at  the  cross-road  going 
toward  the  right;  nine  minutes  passing. 

JORDAN. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  28,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL:  My  lookout  on  station  near  the  Friend  house  reports: 

At  11  a.  m.  a  body  of  about  200  cavalry  passed  out  of  the  city  of  Petersburg  .at 
the  cross-roads,  moving  southward  toward  the  lead-works.  At  1  p.  m.  a  column  of 
infantry  passed  into  the  city  from  the  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill,  moving  toward  the 
right;  it  was  ten  minutes  passing  a  point. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  28,  1864. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded  : 

At  2.40  p.  m.  about  1,800  infantry  moved  from  tho  woods  on  the  extreme  left  vis 
ible  from  this  point  and  disappeared  west  of  large  fort.    ' 

I  judge  from  the  movements  of  this  body  of  troops  that  they  were 
either  just  relieved  from  the  intrenchments  or  picket-line,  or  were 
returning  from  working  upon  some  work  not  visible  from  our  station, 
though  they  may  be  moving  for  some  other  object. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
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FRIEND'S  HOUSE  STATION, 

September  28,  1864 — .7  p.  m. 

Major  FISHER: 

Nothing;  new  to  report  this  evening.     Small  parties  at  work. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  28.  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Two  batteries  of  artillery  have  moved  toward  Richmond, 
passing  a  point  about  one  mile  northwest  of  Petersburg;  also  a  herd 
of  cattle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  28,  1864 — 6  p.  in. 

Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 
All  quiet  this  p.  in.     The  following  has  been  intercepted: 

10   A.  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT")  : 

A  train  ot  cars  just  passed  open  space  to  our  right  of  the  Jordan  house  going 
toward  City  Point. 

A., 

Sergeant. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

12  M. 

Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

The  enemy  have  covered  some  of  their  works  in  open  space  with  brush,  thinly. 
They  are  working  on  them.  One  regiment  of  cavalry  drilling  on  Point  of  Rocks. 
Heavy  dust  seen  from  lower  pontoon  to  the  rear  of  Point  of  Rocks.  Cavalry  seen 
passing  lower  pontoon. 

.1.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

4.45  P.  Hi?. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  infantry,  followed  by  five  wagons,  passed  open  space  going  to  ward 
enemy's  front  in  Petersburg.  Fourteen  ambulances  passed  military  road  going 
toward  front  in  Chesterfield.  One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

H.  W.  IIOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 
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HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  28,  1864 — 7,30  p.  m. 
Major- General  I  IUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  Several  batteries  of  artillery  passed  on  the  road  toward 
Richmond  this  evening.  The  several  lookouts  report  that  movements 
of  some  character  were  taking  place  in  the  western  edge  of  the  H*y 
almost  all  the  afternoon.  Dust  was  constantly  rising,  but  the  cause 
could  not  be  distinguished.  Trains  were  passing  at  intervals  through 
the  entire  afternoon  in  the  direction  of  Richmond,  as  seen  at  several 
points  upon  the  turnpike  northwestward  of  the  city  of  Petersburg. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1864. 
The  following  dispositions  and  arrangements  will  be  made: 

1.  The  whole  army  will  be  under  arms  ready  to  move  at  4  a.  m.  of 
the  29th  instant,  the  men  having  four  days'  rations  in  the  haversacks 
and  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition  on  the  person.     All  trains  and  wagons 
will  be  hitched  up,  ready  to  move  at  the  same  hour,  supply  trains  with 
the  prescribed  number  of  rations  (six  days'),  and  all  the  trains  with 
forage  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity.     All  surplus  supplies,  after  the 
trains  have  been  loaded,  will  be  removed  at  once  from  the  depots  to 
City  Point. 

2.  Major-General  Warren  will  be  prepared  to  move  with  not  less  than 
two  divisions  of  his  corps,  leaving  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Wadsworth, 
Dushane,  and  Davison,  and  of  the  inclosed  batteries,  and  a  thin  line 
between  Fort  Wadsworth  and  Fort  Howard. 

3.  Major-General  Parke  will  be  prepared  to  leave  the  defense  of  the 
line  between   Fort  Davis  and  Fort  Howard  to  his  Third  Division  and 
the  garrisons  of  Fort  Alexander  Hays  and  Fort  Howard.     He  will  con 
centrate  his  First  and  Second  Divisions  and  reserve  artillery  near  the 
Gurley  house  ready  for  movement. 

4.  All  corps  commanders  will  hold  in  view  the  contingency  of  the 
withdrawal  of  their  troops  from  the  rifle-pits  connecting  the  inclosed 
works,  leaving  the  line  from  the  Appomattox  to  Fort  Davison  to  be  held 
by  the  redoubts  and  inclosed  batteries,  and  the  further  contingency  of 
withdrawing  entirely  from  the  intrenchments. 

5.  Brigadier-General  Gregg  will  concentrate  his  cavalry  near  Robert- 
sou's  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  withdrawing  his  pickets  and  patrols  east 
of  the  Weldon  railroad,  but  making  suitable  dispositions  to  watch  the 
plank  road  and  toward  Reams'  Station. 

6.  The  troops  that  move  will  take  with  them  their  intrenching  tools, 
one-half  their  ambulances,  and  one  medicine  and  one  hospital  wagon  to 
each  brigade,  one-half  the  small-arm  ammunition  wagons  and  one-half 
the  reserve  ammunition  wagons  of  the  12-pounder  guns.    The  spring 
wagons  nnd  pack  animals  allowed  for  headquarters  may  also  accompany 
the  troops,  but  no  supply  trains,  forage  wagons,  wagons  for  sales  of 
stores  to  officers,  baggage  wagons,  or  sutlers'  wagons  will  be  permitted 
to  accompany  them.  -^r— sfrr?-*^, 

By  command  of  Major- General  Meatkj: 

,^^  "','  S.  WILLIAMS, 

••.  ^Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

,iV/7 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1864 — 7. '10  p.  m. 

The  commanding  general  enjoins  special  vigilance  and  prompt  report 
of  any  indication  sot' movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to-night  and 
to- morrow. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(To  corps  commanders.) 


ORDERS.]  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  -28,  1864. 

The  following  dispositions  and  arrangements  will  bo  made : 

1.  The  whole  army  will  be  under  arms  ready  to  move  at  4  a.  in.  of  the  29th  instant 
(to-morrow  morning),  the  men  having  four  days'  rations  in  the  haversacks  and  sixty 
rounds  of  ammunition  on  the  person.  All  trains  and  wagons  will  be  hitched  up, 
ready  to  move  at  the  same  hour,  supply  trains  with  the  prescribed  number  of  rations 
(six  days'),  and  all  trains  with  forage  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity.  All  surplus 
supplies,  after  the  trains  have  beeu  loaded,  will  be  removed  at  once  from  the  depots 
to  City  Point. 

The  foregoing  is  an  extract  from  an  order  just  issued.  You  will  have 
your  command  under  arms  with  their  rations,  their  supply  wagons 
loaded  as  directed,  and  be  ready  to  move  at  4  a.  m  You  need  not 
strike  your  camp  unless  you  receive  further  orders.  You  have  already 
been  directed  to  send  400  rounds  of  rifled  ammunition  to  Captain  Harn 
at  the  Avery  house.  You  will,  in  addition,  send  him  at  once  six  empty 
wagons  to  transport  Captain  Pratt's  ammunition  to  Fort  Morton.  Let 
them  report  to  Captain  Ham  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  command  of  General  Hunt: 

JNO.  N.  CRAIG, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(To  Capt.  Calvin  Shaffer,  commanding  Artillery  Park.) 


CITY  POINT,  September  28,  1864—8.30  a.  m. 

(Received  12.46  p.  m.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff:' 

It  becomes  necessary  lor  me  to  report  that  at  midnight  last  night  I 
received  a  copy  of  an  order  from  General  Heckman  to  Colonel  Ripley, 
commanding  parts  of  the  two  brigades  recently  sent  to  me  by  General 
Butler,  to  occupy  Old  Court-House  and  for  other  duties,  which  order 
directed  Colonel  Ripley  to  strike  tents  immediately  and  leave  to  join 
him  before  daylight.  This  leaves  at  Old  Court-House  but  two  regi 
ments  of  new  recruits,  the  Two  hundredth  and  Two  hundred  and  fifth 
Pennsylvania  Regiments  sent  by  General  Butler  within  the  last  day 
or  two,  to  guard  that  position  arid  to  perform  the  duties  on  the  works 
called  for  by  Major  Michler  and  myself. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1864.     (Sent  11.55  p.  in.) 
Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  Ciiy  Point : 

The  cavalry  pickets  Avill  be  withdrawn  to-night.     You  might  send 
out  an  advanced  post. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  28,  186  L 
Lieut,  Col.  T.  S.  BOWERS. 

Aftst.  Adjt.  (ien..  in  the  Field,  Armiea  of  the  United  States: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  an  order  published  by  Major-General  (ribbon  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
with  my  indorsement  thereon,  and  to  the  printed  orders  of  the  major- 
general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  contirining  and  approv 
ing.  General  Gibbon's  order.*  It  will  be  seen  that  General  Gibbon 
deprived  three  regiments  of  his  division  of  the  privilege  of  bearing 
colors  (they  having  lost  their  colors  at  the  battle  of  Reams'  Station, 
August  25);  that  [  approved  of  the  principle,  but  requested  that  if 
it  was  adopted  the  rule  might  be  made  general,  and  affect  other  corps 
as  well  as  my  own;  and,  finally,  that  General  Meade  overruled  niy 
suggestion  and  singled  these  regiments — the  Eighth  Xew  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Xew  York  Volunteers,  and 
Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteers — to  be  published  to  the  army  as  hav 
ing  rendered  themselves  unworthy  to  carry  colors.  This  without 
regard  to  the  fact  that  in  the  same  action  other  regiments  of  my  com 
mand  lost  colors,  and  that  but  a  few  days  before  several  regiments  of 
another  corps  had  met  with  the  same  misfortune.  Under  the  circum 
stances,  1  respectfully  submit  that  these  regiments  have  been  proceeded 
against  with  unnecessary  severity,  and  a  slur  cast  upon  the  corps  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  command,  which,  in  view  of  the  past,  might  well  be 
omitted.  It  is  perhaps  known  to  you  that  this  corps  never  lost  a  gun 
or  a  color  previous  to  this  campaign,  though  oftener  and  more  desper 
ately  engaged  than  any  other  corps  in  this  army,  or  perhaps  any  other 
in  the  country.  I  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  exactly  the  number 
of  guns  or  colors  captured,  but  I  saw  myself  nine  in  the  hands  of  one 
division  at  Antietam,  and  the  official  reports  show  that  thirty-four  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  corps  at  Gettysburg.  Before  the  opening  of  this 
campaign  it  had  at  least  captured  over  half  a  hundred  colors  irom  the 
enemy,  and  never  yielded  one,  though  at  the' cost  of  25,000  casualties. 
During  the  campaign  you  can  judge  how  well  the  corps  lias  performed 
its  part.  It  has  captured  more  guns  and  colors  th.in  all  the  army  com 
bined.  Its  reverses  have  not  been  many,  and  they  began  only  when 
the  corps  had  dissolved  to  a  remnant  of  its  former  strength;  after  it 
had  lost  25  brigade  commanders,  and  over  125  regimental  commanders, 
and  over  20,000  men.  I  submit  that  with  the  record  of  this  corps,  that 
it  is  in  the  highest  degree  unjust  by  a  retrospective  order  to  publish  a 
part  of  it  as  unworthy  to  bear  colors.  It  is  not  necessary  to  speak 
more  particularly  as  to  the  injustice  done  to  these  regiments,  the  prin 
ciple  discussed  covering  their  case.  I  may  say,  however,  that  these 

*  See  General  Orders,  No.  63,  p.  595,  and  General  Orders,  No.  37,  p.  981. 


1072  ORERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

regiments  first  saw  service  in  the  field  after  the  battle  of  Spotsylvania. 
At  Cold  Harbor  the  colonel  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin,  as  gallant  a 
soldier  as  ever  lived,  fell  dead  on  the  field,  as  did  the  colonel  of  the 
Eighth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery.  The  colonel  of  the  One  hundred 
and  sixty-fourth  New  York  fell  mortally  wounded  beside  his  flag  on 
the  breast- works  of  the  enemy.  These  regiments  have  since  that  action 
suffered  severely,  one  of  them  at  least  having  lost  two  commanding 
officers.  1  respectfully  request  that  their  colors  may  be  returned  to 
them.  They  are  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  other  regiments — 
that  is,  the  right  to  strive  to  avoid  the  penalties  of  General  Orders,  No. 
37,  current  series,  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  1864.     (Received  10  a.  in.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  disposition  of  troops  in  my  com 
mand  since  last  report.  Five  deserters  came  in  during  the  night,  but 
know  of  nothing  important  going  on. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1801.     (Sent  11.35  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

The  Second  Division  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  massed  in  rear  of  the  A  very 
house,  was  moved  this  morning  after  daylight  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Gurley  house. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  1864.     (Received  D.15  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

There  is  quite  sharp  musketry  on  the  left — certainly  as  far  to  the  left 
as  Fort  Hell — interspersed  with  artillery.  The  musketry  seems  too 
heavy  for  picket.  It  sounds  like  an  attack  on  the  picket-line. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  L 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1861—9.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

What  is  the  musketry  and  artillery  fire  about  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff'. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  28,  1861.     (Received  0.20  i>.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

Some  of  the  artillery  firing  is  apparently  further  To  the  left  than  the 
plank  road.  I  hear  no  musketry  now.  It  is  probable  the  picket-line 
has  been  driven  in.  1  will  soon  learn. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK. 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1SOL     (Sent  11  p.  in.) 
•Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

Have  you  any  report  of  the  cause  of  the  musketry  and  artillery  tiring 
this  evening?  General  Meade  is  waiting  to  hear  from  yon  to  report  to 
General  Grant. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-general  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  1S61 — 11  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS: 

The  tirst  infantry  tiring  commenced  about  the  right  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  pieket  and  generally  extended  to  the  left.  Some  of  our  own  was 
engaged,  but  their  position  not  disturbed. 

WLNF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  1864. 

By  direction  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  army,  this  corps  will 
be  under  arms  and  ready  to  move  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  20th  instant,  the 
men  having  four  days'  rations  in  haversack  and  sixty  rounds  of  ammu 
nition  on  the  person.  All  trains  and  wagons  wrill  be  hitched  up  ready 
to  move  at  the  same  time,  supply  trains  with  the  prescribed  number  of 
rations  (six  days'),  and  all  trains  with  forage  to  the  extent  of  their 
capacity.  All  surplus  supplies,  after  the  trains  have  been  loaded,  will 
be  removed  at  once  from  the  depots  to  City  Point.  Commanders  will 
hold  in  view  the  contingency  of  the  withdrawal  of  their  troops  from 
the  rifle-pits  connecting  the  inclosed  works,  leaving  the  line  from  the 
Appouiattox  to  Fort  Davis  to  be  held  by  the  redoubts  and  inclosed 
batteries,  and  the  further  contingency  of  withdrawing  entirely  from  the 
intrenchments.  The  troops  that  move  will  take  with  them  their 
intrenching  tools,  one-half  their  ambulances,  and  one  medicine  and  one 
hospital  wagon  to  each  brigade,  one-half  the  small-arm  ammunition 
wagons,  and  one-half  the  reserve  ammunition  wagons  of  the  12-pounder 
guns.  The  spring- wagons  and  pack  animals  allowed  for  headquarters 
may  also  accompany  the  troops,  but  no  supply  trains,  forage  wagons, 
wagons  for  sales  to  officers,  baggage  wagons,  or  sutlers'  wagons  will  be 
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permitted  to  accompany  them.    The  hospitals  will  be  broken  up  ami  the 
sick  removed  to  City  Point  to-night.    Commanders  will  see  that  no 
communication  is  permitted  with  the  enemy  to-night  on  the  picket  lines. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock  : 

H.  H.  B1XGHAM, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  ^cS,  18V1.     (Received  10.11  a.  in.) 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  or  important  tran 
spired  in  my  trout  during  yesterday  or  last  night. 

G.  K.  WAKREX, 
Major-  Genera  /,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 
September  28, 1864— 11  a.  m.    (Received  11.12  a.  in.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS : 

I  have  just  seen  two  deserters  from  Eighth  Georgia  Cavalry,  who 
give  important  information  about  the  enemy  extending  his  intrench- 
ments  southwesterly  from  Petersburg.  They  were  stationed  at  Poplar 
Spring  Church.  They  are  building  works  on  Mr.  Peebles'  farm  and  how 
far  south  they  do  not  know,  and  think  there  is  a  considerable  infantry 
force  in  that  direction,  pretty  thick,  they  say  they  are,  and  we  would 
lose  a  good  many  men  in  getting  them  away.  1  send  the  men  up  at 
once. 

G.  K.  WARE  EN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^',  186-1 — 11. -15  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  send  up  four  contrabands  from  near  Keams'  Station  and  a  negro 
woman  who  left  Petersburg  a  week  ago.  She  says  all  the  rich  people 
have  been  for  three  or  four  weeks  moving  to  Richmond  to  get  where 
there  was  less  danger  and  more  necessaries  of  life.  They  none  of  them 
know  much  of  importance  to  us. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WAKKEX, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  £6',  1864.     (Sent  7.40  p.  m.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

General  Gregg  is  directed  to  make  a  demonstration  upon  the  enemy's 
left,  making  a  wide  detour  to  the  southwest.  He  will  move  from  Kob- 
ertson's,  on  the  Weldon  railroad,  as  soon  after  daylight  to-morrow  as 
practicable.  Should  he  need  infantry  supports  he  will  call  on  you. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of 
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SEPTEMBER  L>8,  18(51 — 7.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  tit«fi: 

GENERAL:  Captain  Jay  has  just  arrived  with  the  order.*  I  have 
directed  all  my  pickets  to  remain,  as  they  can  be  drawn  in  as  fast  as 
needed  in  the  morning.  I  have,  nearly  1,000  men  on  the  south  and 
west  front  that  are  not  in  contact  with  the,  enemy.  Those  on  the 
north  front  about  500  strong,  are  in  contact  with  the  enemy  or  in 
view  in  places.  It  is  not  light  enough  to  move  in  the  morning  before  o 
a.  in.,  except  to  the  rear. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARUEN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^,  1X64 — 'J.W  p.  in. 

General  WARREN: 

The  firing  commenced  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  was  prob 
ably  due  to  an  attack  on  their  picket-line;  it  did  not  extend  to  my 
front.  The  artillery  seemed  to  take  it  up  all  along  the  right. 

JNO,  G.  I'ARKE, 

Major-General. 


CIRCULAR,  \  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

No.  L38.     )  September  ~N,  1S64. 

The  troops  that  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  4  a.  m.  will  be  the 
batteries  to  be  designated  by  Colonel  Wainwright,  the  First  Division, 
Second  Division,  and  Hofmann's  brigade,  of.  Third  Division.  Pickets 
will  not  be  withdrawn  till  further  orders.  All  the  other  provisions  of 
the  above  order*  will  at  once  be  complied  with  by  eacli  division  com 
mander  and  the  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade. 
By  command  of  Major-General  AVarren  : 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assist  a  n  t  Ad  jut  a  n  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  ^6', 

Brigadier  General  CRAWFORD, 

Commanding   Third  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  say  that 
you  can  hold  the  line  westward  from  Fort  Howard  with  General  Bragg's 
brigade,  keeping  Colonel   Ilofmann  in  reserve.     If  necessary,  General 
Bragg's  troops  can  form  but  one  line  otdy  (rank). 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"  See  Orders,  p.  1069. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

/September  ~J6',  'iSGl. 
Maj.  Geii.  A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 

Providence,  R.  I.: 

You  will  please  direct  the  return,  without  delay,  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  of  all  your  staff  except  the  personal  aides-de-camp. 

U.  S.  Git  ANT. 
Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ^8,  1861 — 1  a.  »i. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth   Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  your  Second  Division, 
now  encampe<l  in  rear  ot  the  A  very  house,  be  moved  to-morrow  [this] 
morning,  as  soon  after  full  daylight  as  practicable,  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Gurley  house,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  enemy. 

A.  A.   HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

[First  iiiilfiraonieiii..  | 

HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^N,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  POTTER, 

Commanding'  Second  Dirixion: 

GENERAL:  The  foregoing  is  by  the  direction  of  the  commanding 
general  respectfully  submitted  for  your  guidance.     The  dispatch  fully 
explains  itself,  and  the  details  are  left  to  your  own  judgment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  C.  YOiTNGMAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  inilof.SLMiiuut.J 

HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  ^cV,  186 1. 

Brigade  commanders   will  have  their  commands  ready  to   move  at 
daylight. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter: 

SAML.  WRIGHT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Let  reveille  be  beaten  in  the  morning  with  as  much  noise  as  possible. 

S.  W. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
September  ^AS,  1861 — 'J.oO  a.  in.     (Received  10.15  a.  in.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

I  have,  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  along  my 
lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours.  If  compatible  with  public, 
interest,  I  would  like  to  know  whether  the  movement  of  the  Second 
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Division  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Gurley  house  is  permanent  or  merely 
temporary,  in  order  that  instructions  may  be  issued  in  reference  to 
camping"  the  men. 

JM).  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  18K-L     (Sent  11.15  a.  m.) 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

Will  communicate  with  yon  during1  the  day  concerning  the  Second 
Division. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  28,  1864—11  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE  : 

General  Hancock  reports  the  heavy  firing,  artillery  and  infantry, 
about  »J  p.  m.,  was  on  your  front.     Please  report  what  you  know  about  it. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ^,s,  18C'L     (Sent  11.15  p.  m.) 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Command  intf  Xinth  Corps: 

The  musketry  firing  this  evening  is  said  to  have   been   from  your 
pickets.     What  was  the  cause  and  result? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  18(>l — 11.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Commanding: 

After  the  musketry  affair  was  over,  I  received  the  following  report 
from  General  Ferrero,  commanding  Third  Division: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  tin-  :>tt:ick  was  made  on  the  left  of  the  Second 
Corps,  and  did  not  reach  my  line. 

E.  FERRERO, 
Kriyadier-  ( I  riiernl. 

From  my  quarters  all  the  artillery  firing  appeared  from  Fort  Davis  and 
works  to  the  right.  The  musketry  seemed  to  be  about  the  junction  of 
our  pickets  and  those  of  the  Second  Corps.  It  was  accompanied  with 
slight  cheering,  and  seemed  an  attack  on  our  picket  line,  but  on  receiv 
ing  General  Ferrero's  report  I  made  no  further  investigation.  1  will, 
however,  send  to  him  and  learu.  if  he  has  any  further  information  from 
his  line. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  186-1 — 12  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS : 

I  received  yours  and  General  Meade's  dispatch  about  firing  at  the 
same  time,  and  replied  directly  to  him.  General  Ferrero  has  since 
reported  that  the  firing  was  caused  by  relieving  pickets,  and  did  com 
mence  on  his  right.  No  casualties. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )      HDQRS.  SECOND  Div.,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

No.  99.  }  September  28,  186  f. 

The  following  assignments  of  batteries  attached  to  this  division  are, 
hereby  made:  Battery. I,  First  IT.  S.  Artillery,  to  the  Second  Brigade 
(Colonel  Smith);  Battery  A,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  to  the  First  Bri 
gade  (Brigadier-General  Davies). 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg: 

II.  C.  WEIR, 
Captain  and  Assintant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

September  28,  18iil — 7.15  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  IF.  E.  DAVTES, 

Commanding  Firxt  Brigade,  Second  Carat  ry  'Dirisinn: 
GENERAL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  at  once  con 
centrate  your  brigade  and  move  it  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  the 
Second  Brigade  on  the  plank  road.  Have  issued  to  your  command 
three  days'  rations  and  two  days'  forage  from  to-morrow  morning.  No 
wagons  will  accompany  your  command  save  one  for  your  headquarters. 
All  other  wagons  will  be,  packed  and  sent  to  park  with  the  division 
train.  Have  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  issued  to  your  command.  As 
the  division  will  move,  the  necessary  ambulances  and  ammunition 
wagons  will  be  in  readiness  at  the  headquarters.  Remove-  everything 
from  your  present  camp  not  required  to  comply  with  this  order  to  the 
division  wagon  train. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gregg: 

H.  C,  WEIR, 
Ada  infant  Adjutant  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  28,  186-1. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

(.Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Caralry: 

COLONEL:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  at.  once  con 
centrate  your  brigade,  withdrawing  all  your  pickets  and  patrols  east  of 
the  Weldon  railroad,  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  4  o'clock  to-mor 
row  morning.  One  regiment  of  your  brigade  will  be  posted  on  the 
plank  road  to  watch  that  road,  and  in  the  direction  of  Reams'  Station. 
Your  regiments  will  be  supplied  with  three  days'  subsistence  and  two 
days'  forage,  and  the  usual  amount  of  ammunition.  No  wagons  will  be 
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allowed  to  accompany  your  brigade  save  one  for  your  own  headquar 
ters.  All  other  wagons  will  be  packed  and  sent  to  the  division  train. 
No  supplies  of  any  character  must  be  left  in  camp,  but  all  the  camps 
must  be  entirely  broken  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  28,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  see  a  pontoon  train  being  towed  up  the  river.     Will  it  not  attract 
attention  and  put  the  enemy  on  his  guard? 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  28,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

Nothing  has  been  said  about  troops  at  Dutch  Gap.     I  expect  all  of 
them,  except  a  small  garrison  for  the  fort,  to  join  your  forces. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


BUTLER'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

/September  28,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  whole  force   save   1~>0   men  were  withdrawn   last   night.     The 
enemy  have  been  shelling  the  empty  place  all  day. 

B^  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  28,  1864. 
Major  General  BUTLER  : 

Make  any  change  you  please  in  garrisons  below  the  Appomattox.  I 
only  intend  to  be  understood  that  all  points  now  garrisoned  would  con 
tinue  to  be  garrisoned. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  28,  1864. 
Lieutenant  DAVEISTPORT, 

General  Butlers  Staff: 

A  deserter  has  come  in  this- morning  on  the  left  of  our  line  from  the 
Sixth  Virginia,  who  reports  that  Field's  and  Hoke's  divisions  have 
gone  to  Early.  One  of  our  men  left  Richmond  yesterday  about  noon, 
up  to  which  time  there  had  been  no  movement  of  troops  through  the 
city.  Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can  verify  the  above  or  the 
contrary. 

SHARPE, 

Colonel. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  VA.  AND  1ST.  C., 

No.  115.  {  In  the  Field,  September  28,  186-1. 

Lieut.   Col.    E.   W.   Smith,    assistant    adjutant-general,   is   hereby 
announced  as  assistant  adjutant-general  of'  the  Department  of  Vir 
ginia  and  North  Carolina. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Butler: 

ISEAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September  28,  1864—1.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Are  you  moving  to-night  "I    At  what  time  did  the  movement  begin J? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  28,  1864 — 1.35  a.  m.     (Received  1.49  a.  in.) 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  am  not  moving  to-night.  The  arrangement,  as  I  understood  it,  was 
that  I  should  commence  movement  Wednesday  to  Bermuda.  Please 
answer. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

/September  28,  1864 — 1.45  a.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

You  had  better  move  to-night  so  as  to  have  your  troops  fresh  to-mor 
row  to  prepare  for  embarkation. 

BENJ.  F.  BTTTLER, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  1864.     (Received  L'.LM)  a.  m.) 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  regret  the  misunderstanding,  but  it  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  too  late  to  move  to-night.  1  will,  with  your  permis 
sion,  not  start  until  to-morrow  evening,  and  will  promise  to  not  delay 
the  boats  at  all.  My  preparations  are  all  made  for  that  time,  and  1  can 
complete  them  without  contusion  then. 

D.  B.  BIRNEY. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

[September \  28,  1864. 
General  D.  B.  BIRNEY: 

As  you  please;  only  give  sufficient  rest. 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 
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IlDQRS.   I)EPT.  OF    VlRG-INIA    AND    NORTH   CAROLINA, 

September  ^N,  1X(>I — 7  «.  m.     (Received  7.07  a.  in.) 
Major-(  ieneral  BIRNEY : 

TJie  enemy  cannot  see  you  as  you  cross  the  pontoon  at  Broadway,  if 
you  are  out  of  their  sight  in  the  marsh.  I  do  not  know  how  it  may  be 
about  the  dust. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  *u,  1M4— 10.20  a.  m. 
Major-General  BIRNEY, 

Commanding  Tenth  Corpx : 

I  have  ordered  the  First  Maryland  Cavalry  to  report  back  to  you 
as  infantry.  It  is  impossible  to  mount  them  in  season  for  operations. 
Their  commanding  officer  will  meet  you  at  my  headquarters  this  after 
noon.  How  many  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  can  you  possibly  spare 
me?  Do  as  well  as  you  can. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  (ieneral,  Commanding. 


MARCHING  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

ORDERS.    }  Before  Petersburg,   \'<L,  September  ^,  1864. 

This  command  will  move  promptly  at  .'>  p.  m.  for  Bermuda,  crossing 
the  Appomattox  River  at  Broadway  Lauding,  and  keeping  out  of  sight 
of  the  enemy  by  marching  on  the  right-hand  road.  The  following  will 
be  the  order:  the  First,  Second,  and  Third.  Each  command  will  take 
with  it,  in  rear  in  wagons,  fifty  rounds  of  small  arm  ammunition,  besides 
fifty  rounds  on  person.  The  Artillery  Brigade  will  move  during  the 
day,  halting  in  the  open  field  beyond  department  headquarters,  wherein 
Serrell's  engineer  battalion  is  encamped,  waiting  further  orders.  The 
general  trains  will  move  precisely  at  1)  p.  in.,  halting  for  orders  in  the 
same  field  that  the  Artillery  Brigade  is  ordered  to  halt.  The  medical 
director  will  order  ten  ambulances  to  report  to  the  surgeon -in-chief  of 
each  division,  to  follow  in  its  rear.  All  wagons  accompanying  the 
troops  must,  during  the  daytime,  be  stripped  of  covers.  Enough  has 
been  said  about  straggling  on  former  occasions,  and  rules  laid  down 
which,  if  enforced,  will  effectually  prevent  it.  The  troops  should  march 
light,  and  not  be  encumbered  with  useless  clothing  and  articles,  as  upon 
reaching  our  destination  transportation  will  be  limited  and  the  work 
quick  and  sharp.  The  subsistence  and  quartermaster's  departments 
have  received  orders  to  load  the  trains  with  the  usual  supplies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birnev: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  .'J(>.  J  In  tlif  Field i  September  ^N,  7.sv/7. 

Hereafter  the  commissaries  or  acting  commissaries  of  subsistence  of 
the  brigades  of  this  corps  will,  on  the  march  or  during  active  oper 
ations,  accompany  their  commands.  The  division  commissaries  of  sub- 
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sistenee  will  rcmaiu  with  the  supply  trains  of  their  divisions  and  will 
beheld  responsible  that  the  wagons  are   loaded  with  the  subsistence 
stores  ordered,  and  that  the  stores  are  duly  forwarded  to  the  troops. 
.By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


MARCHING  )  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

ORDERS.    )   In  the  Field,  near  'Deep  Bottom,   Yd.,  September  28,  1864. 
The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  to-morrow 
promptly  at  4  a.  m.     Coffee  should  be  partaken  by  the  men  before  3.,">0 
a.  m.     The  troops  will  move  in  light  marching  order,  and  each  man 
will  carry  with  him  but  one  blanket.     Knapsacks  and  overcoats  must 
be  left  inside  the  fortifications  at  Deep   Bottom  under  charge  of  the 
Two  hundred  and  third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Colonel 
Moore  commanding.     No   baggage   wagons   of  any   description   will 
accompany  the  troops. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aidc-de-Cainp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  FIRST  I)iv.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

No.  132.  |  Before  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  28,  186-i. 

##***** 

4.  Maj.  II.  W.  Camp,  Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  is  hereby  as 
signed  ito  duty  as  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  Third  Brigade, 
and  will  report  to  Colonel  Plaisted,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  imme 
diately. 

By  order  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry: 

A.  TERRY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  28,  1SI',4. 
Major  General  ORD, 

Command) in/  Eighteenth   Corps: 

Pursuant  to  the  verbal  directions  and  written  instructions  of  the 
lieutenant-general  commanding,  the  Army  of  the  .James  is  about  to 
make  a  movement  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  River. 

ITS  OBJECT 

Is  to  surprise  the  Confederate  forces  in  our  front  here,  and,  passing  them, 
to  get  possession  of  the  city  of  Richmond.  Failing  that,  to  make  such 
serious  and  determined  demonstration  to  that  end  as  shall  draw  re  en 
forcements  from  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  in  sutlicient  numbers  so 
as  to  enable  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  move  upon  the  enemy's  com 
munication  near  Petersburg.  The  forces  appropriated  to  this  purpose 
are  so  much  of  the  Army  of  the  James  as  can  be  spared  from  the  lines 
at  Bermuda  Hundred  and  the  garrisoned  posts  on  the  river,  the 
strength  of  which  forces  you  know. 
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THE   MANNER    IN   WHICH   THE   MOVEMENT    IS   TO    IJE    MADE. 

The  jutting  chief  of  engineers  will  have  caused,  by  12  o'clock  midnight 
of  the  28th  instant,  a  sufficient  pontoon  bridge,  well  covered  to  prevent 
noise,  to  be  laid  from  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  to  a  point 
near  Varina  or  Aiken's  Landing.  The  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  with 
the  exception  of  the  colored  division  at  Deep  Bottom,  will  move  across 
that  bridge  and  make  an  attack  upon  the  enemy's  line  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  to  be  detailed.  At  the  same  time'  the  Tenth  Corps  will 
cross  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Deep  Bottom  and  make  in  like  manner  and 
at  the  same  time  demonstration  in  connection  with  the,  Third  Division 
of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  from  that  point. 

THE    POSITION    AND    NUMBERS    OF   THE    ENEMY. 

As  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  enemy  hold  a  line  of  earth-works 
starting  at  a  point  at  or  near  Cox's  Ferry,  at  a  station  called  by  them 
Signal  Hill,  running  thence  easterly  in  the  rear  of  Cox's  overseer's  house; 
from  thence  to  a  point  in  the  rear  of  J.  Aiken's  house  to  the  hill  in  rear 
of  the  point  marked  "New  Market"  on  the  nuip,  JUTOSS  the  Varina  road, 
partially  along  the  Ivingsland  road,  which  line,  it  is  believed,  terminates 
substantially  as  a  continuous  intrenched  line  at  that  point.  Most  of  the 
line  has  abatis  but  no  ditch.  The  troops  holding  that  line,  from  all  the 
information  gathered,  are  Bushrod  Johnson's  (Tennessee)  brigade,  about 
450  men  for  duty,  with  its  pickets  advanced  beyond  Cox's  overseer's 
house  toward  Dutch  Gap,  holding  the  line  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  beyond  that  point  to  a  point  near  the  Variiia  road,  at  a  point  about 
.'500  yards  to  the  west  of  which  the  line  of  breast-works  terminates,  to 
be  resumed  on  the  other  side  of  road.  The  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  (City 
Battalion),  numbering  not  to  exceed  200  men  for  duty,  are  extended 
along  the  line  toward  Rulh'n's  house,  in  front  of  our  position  at  Deep 
Bottom.  They  are  there  joined  by  Benning's  old  (Georgia)  brigade, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Du  Bose,  numbering  about  400  men,  who  are 
extended  along  the  line  past  Ruitin's  house,  the  picket-line  being  near 
the  house  of  J.  Aiken.  They  are  there  joined  by  Gregg's  (Texas)  bri 
gade,  numbering  about  400  men  for  duty,  who  extend  along  the  line  to 
a  place  called  New  Market,  where  the  enemy  have  a  pretty  strong- 
work  on  a  height  commanding  the  New  Market  road.  These  are  all' 
the  infantry  forces,  except  a  battalion  of  militia  reserves,  numbering 
about  175  men  for  duty,  who  are  in  cjimp  some  distance  to  the  rear, 
Avho  form  a  connecting  line  between  -Johnson's  brigade  and  the  City 
Battalion.  These  reserves  are  composed  of  soldiers  below  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  above  the  age  of  forty-five;  but  they,  with  the  City  Bat 
talion,  have  never  been  under  tire.  At  the  place  marked  on  the  map 
u  Drill-Room''  is  stationed  a  regiment  believed  to  be  a  bout  400  men,  the 
Seventh  South  Carolina  Cavalry.  At  the  place  marked  "  Sweeney's 
Pottery''  Wade  Hampton's  Legion,  numbering  about  400  men,  are  sta 
tioned  on  the  easterly  side  of  Four-Mile  Creek  and  Bailey's  Run,  jippar- 
ently  to  guard  the  road  by  which  General  Hancock  advanced  over 
Strawberry  Plains  from  below  Four-Mile  Creek,  and  picketing  toward 
Malvern  Hill.  In  the  rear,  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads  near  the  point 
marked  "  \V.  Throgmorton  "  is  Ji  regiment,  the  Twenty-fourth  "Virginia 
Cavalry,  numbering  about  400  men.  On  Cham'n's  farm  there  is  no  gar 
rison,  except  about  100  heavy  artillerists,  holding  that  place  as  an 
intrenched  camp.  It  is  also  ii  camp  for  the  sick  and  convalescents  ot 
the  Virginia  battalion.  There  are  then  no  other  troops  between  the 
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troops  herein  enumerated  and  Richmond,  except  an  artillery  company 
in  each  of  the  detached  works  of  that  class  numbered  2.'5  on  the  map, 
and  the  one  at  "Toll-Gate"  and  the  "Race-Course."  The  continuous  line 
of  works  shown  on  the  map  is  wholly  unoccupied.  It  will  be  seen,  there 
fore,  that  these  bodies  of  which  we  have  knowledge,  if  the  information 
is  correct,  should  be  2,875  men,  and  it  may  be  safely  predicated  that 
there  are  not  3,000  effective  men  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Richmond  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  It  is  upon  this  information, 
which  is  fully  credited,  that  the  movement  is  largely  based. 

THE  MEANS  OF  HE-ENFORCEMENT  BY  THE  KNEMY. 

There  are  betAveen  the  Appomattox  and  the  James  less  than  3,-">00  men 
holding  a  line  nearly  ten  miles  in  extent,  and  the  nearest  considerable, 
body  of  Confederate  troops  are  massed  some  seven  miles  still  farther  off 
below  Petersburg.  Most  of  the  force  between  the  Appomattox  and  the 
James  is  directly  in  the  front  of  our  lines  and  cannot  be  much  depleted. 
Their  means  of  crossing  the  river  are  by  the  pontoon  bridge,  one  between 
th6  fortifications  of  Drewry's  Bluff  on  the  west  and  Chaffm's  farm  on 
the  east  of  the  James.  These  fortifications  are  about  a  mile  apart,  and 
have  two  or  three  barbette  guns  bearing  on  the  bridge-heads.  There  is 
no  other  tete-de-pont.  This  is  a  pontoon  bridge  and  is  above  fortifica 
tions  at  Chaffin's  on  the  one  side  and  below  Drewry's  on  the  other. 
These  fortifications  are  about  a  mile  apart.  Next  a  trestle-work  bridge, 
with  schooners  for  a  draw,  at  a  point  opposite  the  place  of  William 
Throgmorton  at  the  mouth  of  Falling  Creek  Landing  on  the  westerly 
side  of  the  river  at  the  southerly  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek;  again, 
a  trestle  bridge  at  a  point  opposite  Colonel  Knight's  house,  another 
trestle  bridge  nearly  opposite  the  battery  marked  '23  on  plan.  These 
last  three  have  no  tetes  de-pout  on  the  north  side. 

THE   MANNER   OF   ATTACK. 

A  large  element  of  the  complete  success  of  this  movement  depends 
upon  its  celerity  and  the  co-operation  in  point  of  time  of  the  several 
commands  in  the  attack.  It  is  proposed  that  Major-General  Ord 
shall  dispose  one,  of  the  divisions  of  his  corps  in  such  positions 
as  to  mass  them  near  Varina  on  the  north  bank  during  the  night, 
silently,  so  as  not  to  be  observed  by  the  enemy,  and  from  thence 
just  before  daybreak,  which  is  assumed  to  be  4.30  a.  in.,  and  that 
will  govern  in  point  of  time,  to  make  a  sudden,  sharp  attack  in 
column  upon  the  enemy's  lines  nearly  opposite,  his  position  upon  the 
Varina  road.  At  the  same  time  General  Birney,  having  massed  such 
divisions  as  he  chooses,  or  using  the  Third  Division  of  the  Eighteenth 
Corps,  at  Deep  Bottom,  for  that  purpose,  for  which  it  will  temporarily 
report  to  him,  will  make  a  like  attack,  substantially  at  the  point  where 
lie.  attacked  before  in  the  late  essay  across  the  James,  and  endeavor  to 
carry  the  New  Market  road  and  the  heights  adjacent,  if  he  cannot 
turn  them  to  the  left  without  too  great  loss.  If  successful,  and  as  soon 
as  the  way  can  be  opened,  General  Kaut/'s  cavalry,  having  been  massed 
near  the  pontoon  bridge  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  crossing  while  the  attack 
is  going  on,  will  immediately  push  out,  attempt  to  cross  the  New 
Market  road,  turning  the  enemy's  forces  and  left  flank,  if  possible, 
avoiding  a  light  as  a  preference,  and  attempt  to  reach  the  Central,  or, 
as  it  is  called  in  the  country  there,  the  Darbytown  road.  If  successful 
in  striking  that  road  General  Kantz  is  to  make  the  utmost  diligence 
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and  celerity  of  marching  up  that  road  toward  Richmond,  or  if  he  finds 
himself  opposed  in  such  manner  as  to  render  it  advisable  he  will  still 
farther  Hank  to  the  right  and  strike  the  Charles  City  road,  as  both 
roads  lead  into  the  city  within  a  mile  of  each  other. 

If  General  Ord  is  successful  in  passing  the  enemy's  line  in  his  front 
he  is  to  move  right  on  up  the  Variua  road  and  endeavor  to  reach  the 
intrenched  camp  at  Challin's  farm,  and,  if  possible,  to  take  it,  and 
secure  and  destroy  the  pontoon  crossing  just  above.  Perhaps  General 
Ord  will  iind  the  better  way  to  take  the  works  at  Chattin's  farm  is  to 
pass  them  by  the  Varinaroad,  or  turn  them  near  the  house  of  ,1.  Aiken, 
and  pass  to  the  rear,  as  the  demoralization  of  their  defenders,  if  any 
gjet  there  from  .Johnson's  command,  will  be  greater  when  they  rind 
themselves  cut  oft'  from  Richmond.  General  Ord  will  observe  that  the 
Varina  road  runs  within  two  miles  of  the  river,  and  he  may  be  annoyed 
by  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  but  they  would  seem  to  amount  to  an  annoy 
ance  only  at  that  distance;  yet  an  attempt  to  take  the  work  would 
seem  to  be  the  most  feasible  from  the  northwest  side  of  the  salient 
extending  in  that  direction,  as  there  he  will  be  entirely  protected  by 
the  high  bin  if  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats.  But  much  of  this 
detail,  of  course,  must  be  left  to  his  discretion  on  the  ground,  which  he 
is  enjoined  to  use  largely  as  to  modes  and  places  of  attack.  General 
Ord  is  expressly  cautioned,  however,  to  lose  no  time  in  attempting  to 
envelop  Chaffin's  farm,  but  rather,  if  he  can  take  the  line  of  works 
extending  across  his  path,  to  place  what  in  his  judgment  may  be 
a  sufficient  force,  with  orders  to  intrench,  so  as  to  hold  the  bridge,  and 
with  the  rest  of  his  forces  to  push  up  toward  the  New  Market  road,  at 
the  junction  of  which  with  the  Varina  road  he  Avill  probably  be  met 
with  some  force,  that  being  near  the  station  of  the  cavalry.  If  Cliaf- 
iin's  farm  can  be  taken  a  force  should  be  detached  to  hold  it,  although 
it  becomes  of  minor  importance,  except  as  a  possible  bridge-head  for  a 
new  pontoon  bridge  to  be  thrown,  brought  from  the  Appomattox;  but 
that  is  a  question  of  time.  Leaving  sufficient  force  to  protect  his  rear 
from  the  enemy,  crossing  after  striking  the  New  Market  junction,  at 
which  point  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  joined  by  General  Birney,  who  will 
have  proceeded  up  the  New  Market  road,  General  Ord  will  move  to 
the  left  and  attempt  to  strike  the  Richmond  and  Osborne  old  turnpike, 
and  also  to  detach  a  force  and  destroy  or  hold  the  bridge  next  above, 
and  proceed  onward  up  that  road  until  its  junction  with  the  New  Mar 
ket  road,  at  which  point  the  only  other  force  of  the  enemy  is  supposed 
to  be  found  in  the  garrisons  of  the  detached  works.  Again,  an  attempt' 
should  be  made  to  destroy  the  bridges  opposite  Battery  23.  If  these 
bridges  can  be  destroyed  with  reasonable  celerity,  there  can  be  but  lit 
tle  doubt  of  the  complete  success  of  the  movement. 

Meanwhile,  General  Biruey  will  have  moved  by  the  New  Market 
road  up  to  the  point  of  intersection,  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  turn 
the  works  by  a  flank  movement  to  the  left  in  the  direction  marked  on 
the  map,  "Cox,"  but  that,  like  the  other  method  of  attack,  must  be  left 
largely  to  the  discretion  of  General  Birney.  As  soon  as  possible  after 
the  advance  has  been  made  from  Deep  Bottom,  whether  the  attack  is 
made  by  the  Third  Division  of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  or  a  division  of 
the  Tenth  Corps,  the  Third  Division,  under  General  Paine,  wrill  have 
position  upon  the  left  of  General  Birney's  column  of  march,  so  that 
when  the  junction  is  formed  with  General  Ord  that  division  may 
report  to  him,  relieved  from  its  temporary  assignment  to  duty  with 
the  Tenth  Corps. 
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The  commanding  general  of  the  army  will  endeavor  to  keep  him 
self  in  communication  with  the  corps  commanders,  so  as  to  aftbrd 
any  direction,  advice,  or  assistance  that  may  be  in  his  power,  and 
by  being  kept  advised  of  the  movements  of  the  one  and  the  other 
of  the  corps  commanders,  as  well  as  the  command  of  (Jeneral  Kautx, 
he  maybe  thus  enabled  to  secure  more  perfect  co-operation  than  would 
otherwise  be  possible.  If  the  movement  is  made  with  celerity;  if  the 
march  is  held  uninterruptedly  as  much  as  possible,  and  if  in  the  first 
attack  theelementof  unity  of  time  is  observed,  which  has  been  greatly 
neglected  in  some  of  the  movements  of  the  army,  we  shall  gain  over 
the  enemy,  so  far  as  any  considerable  re-enforcements  are  concerned, 
some  eight  to  twelve  hours,  and  perhaps  more  of  valuable  time,  which 
ought  not  to  be  lost,  and  which  should  bring  us  far  on  our  journey  in 
the  twelve  miles  which  we  are  to  go. 

As  the  force  of  the  enemy  is  so  small,  there  will  need  be  none  of 
those  delays  for  deployments  which  generally  take  so  much  time  in 
movements  on  the  enemy.  If  we  are  not  mistaken  in  the  force 
opposed  to  us,  and  if  we  are  not  we  shall  learn  it  very  early,  that 
force  nor  any  other  that  may  be  got  on  that  side  of  the  river  for  six 
hours  need  give  us  no  alarm  or  trouble;  nor,  indeed,  when  the  two 
corps  have  joined,  need  we  fear  any  force  which  the  enemy,  by 
possibility  ca'n  detach  from  his  army  without  abandoning  his  position 
on  the  right  altogether,  in  which  case  we  shall  be  likely  to  get 
re  enforcements  nearly  as  early  as  he  will.  Upon  approaching  the 
detached  works  at  Richmond,  if  we  are  fortunate  enough  to  succeed 
so  far,  as  they  will  be,  found  to  be  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  apart, 
and  not  connected  with  rifle-pits,  and  as  they  are  all  open  in  the  rear, 
a  quick  movement  of  a  small  column  of  troops  between  them  will 
put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  attacking  party.  Of  course,  receiving 
the  tire  of  the  heavy  guns  in  position,  which  are  manned  by  inex 
perienced  artillerists,  and  are  therefore  far  less  destructive  than  light 
guns  in  the  same  position,  getting  between  two  of  their  works,  so  as  to 
get  into  the  rear,  would  open  the  gates  of  Richmond. 

WHAT    IS   TO   BE   DONE   IN   RICHMOND. 

Whatever  division  or  other  body  of  troops  shall  get  into  Richmond 
it  will  be  their  duty  immediately,  without  waiting  for  parley  or 
doing  anything  else,  to  proceed  at  oitce  to  the  bridges  across  the 
James  River,  seizing  upon  inhabitants  to  guide  them  for  that  pur 
pose,  if  necessary,  and  destroy  them.  Fire  is  the  readiest  way  of 
destroying  bridges  such  as  these  are — of  wooden  spans.  As  soon 
as  that  destruction  has  been  accomplished,  then,  unless  both  columns 
and  the  cavalry  column  have  reached  the  city,  as  large  a  body  as  can 
possibly  be  spared  will  be  sent  to  open  the  way  upon  the  road  by 
which  such  tardy  column  is  supposed  to  be  advancing,  by  a  sharp 
attack  upon  any  enemy  opposing  in  the  rear.  Xo  large  body  of  troo.ps, 
it  is  believed,  will  be  needed  for  this  purpose,  as  the  enemy,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  make  no  stand.  In  case  a  portion  of  the 
troops  reach  Kichmond,  and  the  troops  holding  either  bridge-head 
below  Kichmond  are  attacked,  they  are  to  hold  the  ground  as  long  as 
possible,  having,  the  moment  that  they  strike  the  point  which  they  intend 
to  hold,  strengthened  themselves  by  intrenchincnt  as  much  as  possible, 
for  which  reason  the  battalion  of  engineers  has  been  ordered  to  report 
to  Major-Ueneral  Ord  and  will  be  well  at  the  front,  furnished  with  their 
intrench  ing  tools.  In  case  the  troops  guarding  the  bridges  are  1'orccd 
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back  they  will  retire  upon  the  position  held  by  our  army,  not  allowing 
the  enemy  to  get  between  them  and  the  main  body.  In  ease  any  por 
tion  of  the  troops  have  reached  Kichmond,and  those  outside  are  attacked 
by  a  force  of  the  enemy,  which  they  are  unable  to  resist,  they  will  retire 
toward  Itichmond  and  not  from  it,  it  being  intended,  if  the  town  is 
once  reached,  to  hold  itat  all  risks  a  nd  at  all  hazards,  and  all  commanders 
of  divisions  and  others  in  advance  arc  especially  cautioned  not  to  recog 
nize  or  regard  flags  of  truce,  if  any  are  sent,  but,  immediately  receiving 
the  bearer,  to  press  on.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  deal  with  nags  of 
truce  after  the  object  of  the  expedition  is  accomplished. 

DETAILS  OF  THE  MARCH  AND  OF  THE  EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  TROOPS. 

As  so  much  depends  upon  the  celerity  of  movement,  and  the  distance 
over  which  we  are  to  move  is  so  short,  the  troops  will  leave  everything 
except  a  single  blanket  rolled  over  their  shoulders  and  haversack  with 
three  days'  cooked  rations  and  sixty  rounds  of  cartridges  in  their  car 
tridge  boxes  and  on  their  persons.  All  tents,  camping  equipage,  and 
cooking  utensils  are  to  be  left  behind.  No  wagon  will  be  allowed  to 
cross  the  river  without  orders  from  these  headquarters.  The  wagon 
trains,  however,  will  be  supplied  with  six  days'  rations  and  half-forage 
for  the  same  time  and  forty  rounds  of  extra  ammunition  per  man, 
ready  to  start  as  soon  as  ordered.  As  this  movement  will  necessarily 
be  a  failure  if  it  degenerates  into  an  artillery  duel,  there  is  no  neces 
sity  for  any  artillery  to  cross  until  after  the  attempt  to  carry  the  first 
line  of  works,  and  then  only  such  batteries  as  have  been  designated  in 
the  conversation  between  the  commanding  general  and  his  corps  com 
manders. 

The  two  batteries  of  horse  artillery  reporting  to  General  Kautz  will 
cross  and  travel  with  him.  Ambulances  will  be  parked  near  the  south 
ern  head  of  each  pontoon  bridge  ready  to  be  used  when  occasion  re 
quires.  Hospital  boats  will  be  at  Deep  Bottom  for  the  purpose  of  re 
ceiving  any  wounded.  General  Kautz  will  take  with  him  three  days' 
cooked  rations  per  man  and  what  forage  he  can  conveniently  carry. 
Assuming  that  he  is  better  mounted  than  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and 
fresh,  he  will  have  no  difficulty  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  cut 
loose  from  the  infantry  column  and  circle  the  city  as  far  as  may  be 
necessary,  remembering  always  that  celerity  of  movement  in  cavalry, 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  infantry,  is  the  principal  means  of  success. 

The  commanding  general  cannot  refrain  in  closing  these  instructions 
from  pressing  one  or  two  points  upon  the  attention  of  corps  commanders : 
First,  the  necessity  of  being  ready  to  move  and  moving  at  the  moment 
designated;  second,  the  fact  that  the  commanding  general  is  under  no 
substantial  mistake  in  regard  to  the  force  to  be  at  lirst  encountered, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  necessity  of  time  spent  in  reconnoitering  or 
taking  special  care  of  the  flanks  of  the  moving  columns.  The  com 
manding  general  would  also  recommend  to  the  corps  commanders,  as 
soon  as  it  may  be  done  with  safety  from  discovering  the  movement,  to 
impress  upon  each  of  the  division  commanders,  with  directions  for  them 
to  transmit  the  information  through  their  subordinates  even  to  the 
privates,  of  the  number  and  kind  of  troops  we  are  required  to  meet,  so 
there  may  be  no  panic  from  supposed  Hanking  movements  of  the  enemy 
or  attacks  in  the  rear,  always  a  source  of  demoralization  when  the  troops 
do  not  understand  the  force  of  the  enemy.  Let  us  assure  and  instruct 
our  men  that  we  are  able  to  tight  anything  we  will  find  either  in  front 
or  flank  or  rear,  wherever  they  may  happen  to  be. 
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Lastly,  the  commanding  general  will  recommend  lor  promotion  to  the 
next  higher  grade  the  brigadier-general  commanding  division,  colonel 
commanding  brigade,  and  so  down  to  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
leading  division,  brigade,  or  regiment  which  first  enters  Richmond,  and 
he  doubts  not  that  his  recommendation  will  be  approved  by  the  lieu 
tenant-general,  and  acted  upon  by  the  President,  and  if  Richmond  is 
taken  he  will  pledge  to  the  division,  brigade,  or  regiment  first  entering 
the  city,  to  each  officer  and  man  six  months'  extra  pay.  While  making 
this  otter  so  general  to  officers  and  men,  the  commanding  general  de 
sires  to  say  that  ho  has  not  included  the  major-generals  commanding 
corps  because  he  knows  of  no  incentive  which  could  cause  them  to  do 
their  duty  with  more  promptness  and  efficiency  than  they  will  do  it. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  to  Major-General  Birney,  commanding  Tenth  Corps,  and 
Brigadier-General  Kautz,  commanding  division  of  cavalry.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  28,  1S(!L 
Major-General  ORD, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  A  nut/  Corpx: 

You  will  make  arrangements  for  holding  your  line  between  the  Ap- 
pomattox  and  the  James  with  the  Provisional  Brigade.  1  have,  taken 
from  it  only  two  battalions,  which  you  report  unfit  for  field  duty,  and 
shall  add  a  regiment  to  your  moving  column  instead.  You  can  move 
them  at  such  time  during  the  day,  and  supply  their  place,  in  such 
manner  as  you  see  tit,  with  your  Provisional  Brigade  and  such  other 
troops  as  you  may  deem  necessary.  You  can  move  them  at  any  time 
during  the  day.  Their  exhibition  on  your  line  can  do  you  no  harm; 
indeed,  a  little  parade  of  them  might  aid. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OP  THE  JAMES, 
September  2$,  1864 — 10  a.  m.     (Received  10.26  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  PAINE, 

Commanding  at  Deep  Bottom  .-. 

Of  course,  you  will  use  your  discretion  as  to  what  troops  you  will  leave 
behind  that  you  think  are  not  fit  for  service.  The  two  regiments  at 
Pocahontas  and  Harrison's  Landing  will  be  with  you  in  the  course  of 
the  day.  General  Birney  will  have  a  new  regiment,  which  he  will 
probably  leave  in  your  works. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Command iny. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  28,  18<il. 
Brigadier  General  MARSTON, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Pocahontas : 

You  will  send  with  the  utmost  possible  dispatch  the  two  colored  regi 
ments  to  Deep  Bottom  to  report  to  General  Paine.    They  will  not  stop 
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at  City  Point,  but  proceed  directly  up  the  river.  You  will  send  tbe 
Eighty-ninth  New  York  to  the  wharf  this  side*  of  the  pontoon  bridge, 
near  the  Point  of  Rocks.  You  will  garrison  your  post  with  the  forces 
that  arc  left.  Please  send  me  any  information  you  may  have  received 
during  the  day,  even  if  it  requires  a  special  boat. 

BEXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


FORT  POCAHONTAS,  VA.,  September  ^<s,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

At  the  earliest  possible  moment  I  sent  to  recall  the  expedition  sent 
out  yesterday  morning  beyond  the  Chickahominy.  It  has  not  yet  re 
turned,  nor  have  I  received  any  message  from  you  as  I  expected  to  do. 
I  have  no  water  transportation  here  to  move  artillery  or  cavalry,  and 
not  daring  to  wait  longer  have  sent  forward  the  colored  regiments  and 
the  Eighty-ninth  Xew  York,  agreeable  to  the  orders  received  last  even 
ing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILMAX  MARSTOX, 

Briyadicr-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS   ARMY   OF   THE   JAMES, 

September  28,  1864. 
Colonel  POTTER, 

Commanding  Provisional  Brigade  : 

You  will  send  two  of  your  best  companies  to  Bermuda  Hundred, 
under  a  major,  to  relieve  the  Fortieth  Massachusetts.  Let  it  be  done  at 
once. 

E.  O.  C.  ORB, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  28,  1861. 

The  commander  of  the  Fortieth  Massachusetts,  on  duty  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  will,  with  his  regiment,  report  as  soon  as  relieved  to  Colonel 
Potter  at  these  headquarters. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEPARATE  BRIGADE, 

Fort  Pocahontas,  Va.,  /September  28,  1861. 
Major  LEWIS, 

Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers: 

MAJOR:  You  will  immediately  embark  your  regiment  on  board  the 
steamer  Ella  and  proceed  forthwith  to  Bermuda  Hundred  and  report  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina. 
60  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  ii 
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Any  surplus  arms  you  may  have  on  hand  you  will  take  along  with  you 
to  Bermuda  Hundred  and  turn  them  over  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  that 
place.     Surplus  ammunition  will  be  turned  over  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Thirty-eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Marston : 

J.  E.  FULLONTON. 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General.. 


HEADQUARTERS  SEPARATE  BRIGADE, 

Fort  Pocahontas,  Va.,  September  28, 
Major  LEWIS, 

Eighty-ninth  New   York : 

MAJOK:  Agreeably  to  orders  just  received  from  Major-General  But 
ler,  you  will,  instead  of  landing  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  proceed  up  the 
Appomattox  and  disembark  at  Broadway  Landing,  near  the  pontoon 
bridge. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  Marston: 

J.  E.  FULLONTON, 
Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  or  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  x?6',  1864. 
Brigadier- General  KAUTZ, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Division: 

GENERAL:  I  find  it  impossible  to  equip  and  mount  the  First  Mary 
land  Cavalry  in  season.  Therefore,  1  have  ordered  them  to  report  back 
to  Major-General  Birney. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  September  ^.v,  186-L — 'J.-io  «.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,   Va. : 

I  hope  it  will  lay  no  constraint  on  you,  nor  do  harm  anyway,  for  me 
to  say  I  am  a  little  afraid  lest  Lee  sends  re-entbrcements  to  Early,  and 
thus  enables  him  to  turn  upon  Sheridan. 

A.  LINCOLN. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  September  39,  186-1 — l.-K)  p.  m. 

(Received  3.30  p.  m.) 

President  A.  LINCOLN: 

Your  dispatch  just  received.  I  am  taking  steps  to  prevent  Lee 
sending  re-enforcements  to  Early  by  attacking  him  here.  Our  advance 
is  now  within  six  miles  of  Richmond  and  have  captured  some  very 
strong  inclosed  forts,  some  fifteen  or  more  pieces  of  artillery  and  sev- 
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oral  hundred  prisoners.  Although  I  have  been  at  the  front,  I  can  give 
no  estimate  of  our  losses.  About  000  wounded  men,  however,  have 
been  brought  in. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CHAFFIN'S  FARM,  September  2!),  1864 — 10.i~)  «.  m. 

(Received  12.55  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HAL.LECK, 

Washington: 

General  Ord's  corps  advanced  this  morning  and  carried  the  very 
strong  fortifications  and  long  line  of  intrenchments  below  Chaffin's 
farm,  with  some  15  pieces  of  artillery  and  from  li(K)  to  300  prisoners. 
General  Ord  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  though  not  dangerously.  Gen 
eral  Birney  advanced  at  the  same  time  from  Deep  Bottom,  and  carried 
the  New  Market  road  and  intrenchments  and  scattered  the  enemy  in 
every  direction,  though  he  captured  but  few.  He  is  now  pushing  on 
toward  Richmond.  I  left  General  Birney  where  the  Mill  road  intersects 
the  New  Market  and  Richmond  roads.  The  whole  country  is  filled 
with  field  fortifications  thus  far. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenan  t-  General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  September  ^.v,  ism — /  />.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

*  Washington : 

Kautz's  cavalry  was  in  sight  of  Richmond  at  last  accounts,  on  the 
Darbytown  road.  A  division  of  infantry  has  been  sent  to  his  support. 
I  did  not  expect  to  carry  Richmond,  but  was  in  hopes  of  causing  the 
enemy  so  to  weaken  the  garrison  of  Petersburg  as  to  be  able  to  carry 
that  place.  The  great  object,  however,  is  to  prevent  the  enemy  send 
ing  re-enforcements  to  Early. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  20,  1X61 — 'J.30  a.  m.    (Sent  10.35  a.  m.) 

Lieu  tenant-General  GRANT, 

Deep  Bottom : 

Warren  reports  four  regiments  infantry  (rebel)  moving  down  Squirrel 
Level  road.  Gregg  has  sent  commands  toward  Reams'  Station,  and  is 
moving  on  the  Wyatt  road,  feeling  for  the  enemy's  left.  Signal  officers 
report  the  enemy  having  struck  their  camps  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lead- 
works,  but  no  movement  perceptible, 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General, 

The  operator  will  inquire  whether  General  Grant  has  left  City  Point, 
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ENEMY'S  FIRST  LINE,  September  29,  1864 — 9.3<)  a.  m. 

(Received  10.35  a.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

We  are  now  on  enemy's  first  Hue.     General  Orel  has  carried  Challin's 
farm.     Our  Lines  still  advancing. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

O.  E.  BABCOOK. 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  d-c. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  186-1 — 12  m. 
General  U.  S.  GRANT: 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  Major  Fisher, 
chief  signal  officer: 

STATION  NEAR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE, 

September  29,  1S64 — 11.40  a.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  column  of  troops  numbering  about  2,000  has  .just  passed  toward  Richmond  on  a 
side  road  along  the  Richmond  turnpike.  Trains  were  moving  upon  the  turnpike  at 
the  same  time,  and  are  still  moving.  At  present  a  well  closed  up  column  is  entering 
Petersburg  at  the  cross-roads.  There  were  at  least  4,000  in  this  column;  I  did  not 
see  the  head  of  it. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

General  Meade  has  gone  to  General  Warren's  headquarters. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


IN  THE  FIELD, 
Junction  of  Varina  and  New  Market  Roads, 

[September  29,  1S61}— 12.15  p.  m. 
General  MEADE: 

Signal  officer  reports  train  of  sixteen  cars,  heavily  loaded  with  troops, 
from  Petersburg  to  Richmond. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  September  29,  186-1—1.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE  : 

Re-enforcements  are  beginning  to  come  from  Petersburg.  I  doubt 
whether  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  make  any  advance  this  evening, 
but  this  I  leave  to  your  judgment.  The  works  carried  this  morning  are 
very  formidable,  equal  to  Warren's  inclosed  works.  One  that  I  was  in 
had  two  8  or  9  inch  columbiads  and  a  number  of  small  rifle  guns,  besides 
one  100-pounder  Parrott.  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  re 
ports  of  large  forces  moving  from  Petersburg  toward  Richmond.  If 
this  continues  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  attack  this  evening. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Jjieutcnan  t-  Gen  eral. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  £,9,  lSG-i—3.30  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Gregg  lias  been  out  in  a  westerly  and  southwesterly  direction,  and 
oil  each  road  has  found  tlie  enemy  in  force.  A  reconnaissance  in 
Ferrero's  front  between  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  and  Strong1  house 
found  the  enemy's  works  occupied  in  force.  Signal  officers  report  no 
movement  or  change  in  the  enemy  in  our  front.  Under  these  circum 
stances,  I  take  it  the  troops  seen  going-  to  .Richmond  are  Iloke's  division, 
which  was  in  reserve  on  the  enemy's  left.  I  shall  not  therefore  make  a 
movement  to  the  left  to-day,  as  it  would  hardly  amount  to  anything,  it 
being  now  so  late.  I  have,  however,  sent  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  re- 
connoiter  at  Poplar  Spring  Church,  where  the  enemy  are  reported  in 
trenched.  I  have  also  sent  out  parties  to  hunt  for  road,  and  shall  be 
prepared  to  advance  at  daylight  to-morrow.  We  are  all  delighted  to 
hear  of  the  brilliant  success  of  the  movements  to-day. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  2'J,  lti(>4 — 3. 5  5  p.  in.     (Sent  4.30  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 
The  following  has  just  been  received  from  the  chief  signal  officer: 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  1S04. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

In  addition  to  the  troops  reported  moving  in  and  ont  of  Petersburg,  a  body  of 
about  1,000  infantry  and  200  cavalry  moved  southward  from  Petersburg  about  1  ]>.  in. 
At  3.30  p.  in.  a  column  of  about  3,000  infantry  moved  toward  Richmond  on  a  road 
about  one  mile  northwest  from  Petersburg. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  L>9,  1864. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT: 

The  following  is  forwarded  for  your  information : 

5  P.  M. 

Two  batteries  of  artillery  have  moved  townrd  Richmond,  passing  a  point  about 
one  mile  northwest  of  Petersburg,  also  a  herd  of  cattle. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Ailjutan t- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  1804. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Following  sent  for  yonr  information : 

Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS  : 

Several  batteries  of  artillery  passed  on  the  road  toward  Richmond  this  evening. 
The  several  lookouts  report  that  movements  of  some  character  were  taking  place  in 
the  western  edge  of  the  city  almost  all  the  afternoon.  Dust  was  constantly  rising. 
but  the  cause  could  not  be  distinguished.  Trains  were  passing  at  intervals  through 
the  entire  afternoon  in  the  direction  of  Richmond,  aa  seen  at  several  points  upon  the 
turnpike  northwestward  of  the  citv  of  Petersburg. 

13.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Kiynal  Officer. 

S.  WILLIAMS. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  29,  1864—10.30  p.  m.     (Sent  11.15  p.  in.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Gregg  after  his  reconnaissance  returned  to  Colonel  Wyatt's,  where, 
about  4  p.  m.,  he  was  attacked  by  Hampton,  with  whom  lie  had  quite  a 
sharp  affair  till  dark,  having  one  piece  of  artillery  disabled;  casualties 
not  great.  A  brigade  of  infantry  was  sent  to  Ins  support,  but  was  not 
engaged.  The  infantry  brigade  sent  to  Poplar  Spring  Church  found 
the  enemy  in  position  and  in  force,  their  artillery  commanding  the 
road  leading  westward  from  the  church.  Hancock  reports  the  enemy 
moving  on  the  road  from  Petersburg  to  Port  Walthall,  threatening  our 
right  on  the  Appomattox.  My  signal  officer  reports  that  not  over 
7,000  infantry  have  been  observed  moving  toward  Richmond,  and  that 
nearly  5,000  have  moved  to  our  left.  I  do  not  see  indications  sufficient 
to  justify  my  making  an  attempt  on  the  South  Side  Railroad.  I  find  I 
can  only  raise  16,000  men  in  the  four  divisions  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth 
Corps,  whereas  when  I  took  the  Weldon  railroad  I  had  six  divisions  of 
these  two  corps,  and  afterward  two  divisions  of  the  Second  Corps.  I 
can  throw  a  force  out  to  Poplar  Spring  Church,  and  engage  the  enemy, 
if  you  deem,  advisable,  but  this  will  only  be  extending  our-  lines  with 
out  a  commensurate  object,  unless  the  engaging  the  enemy  is  so 
deemed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General, 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  29,  1864 — 11.30  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

You  need  not  move  out  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  but  be  prepared 
to  start  at,  say,  8  o'clock,  if  you  find  the  enbiny  still  further  reduced, 
or  if  ordered.  I  will  start  up  to  Deep  Bottom  at  5  a.  m.,  and  may  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  force  sent  to  the  north  side  by  the  e  jemy.  When 
you  do  move  out  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  maneuver  to  get  a  good 
position  from  which  to  attack,  and  then  if  the  enemy  is  routed  follow 
him  into  Petersburg,  or  where  circumstances  seem  to  direct.  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  to  try  to  extend  our  line  to  the  South  Side  road, 
unless  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  enemy  is  drawn  across  the 
James,  and  then  only  when  we  are  able  to  withdraw  Butler's  force 
rapidly  and  send  it  to  you. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CHAP.  Liv.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. UNION.  1005 

HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  ('ours, 

September  29,  1864.     (Received  7.15  p.  in.) 
General  MEADE: 

A  third  train  of  seventeen  cars,  loaded  with  troops,  is  reported  going 
toward  Richmond,  and  an  einptv  train  of  twenty-six  going  back. 

'  E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  29,  1864 — .-5.JJ  a.  m. 

Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  troops  behind  the  works  between  the  lead-works  and  large  fort 
west  of  the  Weldon  railroad  have  taken  down  their  tents,  but  have  not 
yet  made  any  movement.  All  quiet;  no  change  at  other  points  of  their 
line. 

n.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  2'.^  186  L 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  station  at  the  Walthall  house  reports: 

A  camp  of  infantry  west  of  the  town  (Petersburg)  and  distant  from  it  about  one 
mile,  containing  about  three  regiments,  has  disappeared  since  last  evening.  Enemy 
still  working  on  new  1'ort  near  Fort  Clifton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Offiecr. 


STATION  NEAR,  FRIEND'S  HOUSE, 

September  29,  1864 — 7.15  a.  m. 

Major  FISHER: 

No  visible  change  this  a.  m.     Cannot  see  movement  of  any  nature. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


FRIEND'S  HOUSE,  September  2!),  1864 — 12.30  p.  m. 

Major  FISHER, 

Signal  Officer:  • 

A  column  of  about  1,000  infantry  and  200  cavalry  just  came  in  at 
cross-roads  and  moved  west  of  city. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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NEAR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE,  September  29,  ISO  I — /  p.  m. 

Major  FISHER. 

Chief  Signal  Officer : 

Another  column  of  infantry  has  just  passed  over  same  road  and  in 
same  direction  as  those  last  reported;  were  fifteen  minutes  in  pass 
ing:  two  pieces  of  artillery  were  with  the  column. 

JORDAN. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  1864.     (Sent  3.50  p.  in.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 
GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  dispatches : 

PLANK  ROAD — 12.25  p.  in. 

A  column  of  infantry  (six  regiments)  .and  a  battery  of  artillery  moved  toward 
Petersburg  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  They  first  appeared  from  the  woods  on  the 
right  of  the  large  fort  and  west  of  the  railroad.  More  than  the  usual  stir  of  foot 
men  and  mounted  men  on  road  leading  westward  from  large  fort  within  the  past  two 
hours-. 

STATION  NF.AR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE. 

A  column  of  infantry  moved  out  of  Petersburg  at  1  p.  in.,  coming  toward  their 
right  in  the  roar  of  Cemetery  Hill.  It  was  upon  the  same  road  upon  which  the 
column  moved  into  the  city  at  11.40  this  morning  and  numbered  about  as  many  men, 
but  was  moving  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  think  it  to  be  the  same  body  of  troops. 
Since  then  one  regiment  moved  into  the  city  and  shortly  afterward  a  similar  number 
returned  toward  their  right,  passing  out  of  sight  in  the  rear  of  Cemetery  Hill. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


STATION  NEAR  GIBBONS'  HOUSE. 

September  29,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

I  have  reported  column  of  troops  moving  toward  rear  of  Cemetery 
Hill.  It  is  moving  on  same  road  as  column  while  you  were  here,  but  in 
precisely  opposite  direction.  It  is  about  same  size  column  as  one  you 
saw  moving  to  right  and  I  think  it  is  the  same,  since  one  regiment  has 
moved  into  town  to  right,  and  soon  after  same,  or  similar,  returned  over 
same  road  to  left. 

A.  C.  JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


STATION  NEAR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE, 

September  29,  1864 — 2.45  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

About  GOO  infantry  moved  from  city  out  at  cross-roads  toward  rear 
of  Cemetery  Hill.  Heavy  dust  all  along  west  of  city;  think  it  moves  to 
our  left. 

JORDAN. 

Sergeant. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864. 
Major  FISIIER: 

Captain  Thickstun,  at  the  Avery  house,  reports  that  at  3.15  this  p.  m. 
about  3,000  enemy's  infantry  passed  on  the  north  side  of  Petersburg 
toward  our  right,  having  apparently  gone  from  this  side  of  the  river 
above  the  city ;  at  3.4."5  about  2,000  more  passed,  with  battery  of  artillery ; 
4  o'clock,  forty-four  wagons  and  ambulances  passed. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


STATION  NEAR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE, 

September  2'J,  1864 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Enemy's  wagon  trains  moving  north  on  Richmond  pike  almost  con 
tinuously  this  p.  in.  A  small  ambulance  train  just  moved  south  into 
city  on  same  road.  Dust  still  heavy  south  and  west  of  city. 

JORDAN. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
Signal  Station,  September  29,  1864 — i.SO  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Sergeant  Holman  reports  four  regiments  of  infantry  have  just  passed 
open  space  on  Richmond  road,  going  to  our  right;  and  Captain  Thick 
stun  reports  that  forty-four  wagons,  a  herd  of  cattle,  and  three  bat 
teries  have  passed  since  his  last  report. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

This  evening,  as  soon  as  practicable,  make  out  a  report  of  all  the 
statements  of  the  signal  officers  respecting  the  movements  of  troops  to 
day,  giving  the  hours  at  which  seen  and  the  stations  from  which  the 
report  was  received. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and   Chief  of  Staff. 


SEPTEMBER  29,  18G4 — 5  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Two  or  three  thousand  infantry,  thirty  wagons,  a  herd  of  cattle,  and 
three  batteries  have  passed  since  last  report. 

L  S.  LYON, 
Signal  Officer. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  1804.     (Sent  5.15  p.  m.) 
Major-Geueral  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  In  addition  to  the  column  of  about  3,000  infantry  reported 
moving'  toward  Richmond  on  road  northwest  of  Petersburg,  about  2,000 
passed  on  the  same  road  and  direction  at  4  p.  in.;  also  forty-four 
wagons  and  ambulances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer . 


WALTHALL  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  29,  1864 — 6'  p.  m. 
Major  FISHER, 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

An  infantry  camp,  containing  about  one  regiment,  to  our  left  of  the 
lead- works  and  about  half  a  mile  from  it,  has  disappeared.  The  fol 
lowing  have  been  intercepted: 

(J    A.  M. 

Colonel  B[UENT]  : 

One  regiment  of  infantry  and  seventeen  wagons  passed  open  space  going  toward 
Bermuda  Hundred.  One  gun-boat  above  pontoon. 

J.  A.  8., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

3  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[RENT]  : 

The  enemy  are  pitching  a  camp  to  our  left  of  Cobb's. 

J.  A.  S., 

At  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

5.45  P.  M. 
Colonel  B[UENT]  : 

The  enemy  have  pitched  tents  in  the  works  in  open  space  to  our  left  of  Cobb's. 
They  are  building  winter  quarters  on  Mr.  Gilliam's  farm.  Two  gun-boats  above 
pontoon. 

S., 

Sergeant,  at  C. 
(Same  to  A.  B.) 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HOLMAN, 

Sergeant. 


HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC,  SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT, 

September  29,  1864. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL  :  The  following  dispatch  from  the  plank  road  station  is 
respectfully  forwarded  : 

6.30  P.  M. 

At  sunset  a  column  of  infantry  commenced  passing  in  front  of  large  fort  near 
Weldon  railroad  bearing  to  the  right,  our  right;  also  a  battery  of  artillery.  They 
first  appeared  coming  from  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  fort,  and  were  only  visible 
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whilst  passing  in  front  of  the  fort;  were  about  twenty-tivt*  minutes  in  passing. 
A  train  of  wagons  ami  ambulances  accompanied  them.  No  change  at  other  points 
of  enemy's  line  seen  from  this  point.  The  tents  reported  taken  down  this  morning 
were  not  again  put  up,  and  the  troops  at  that  point  joined  the  column  reported  at  2.25 
p.  in.  as  moving  toward  Petersburg. 

It  is  doubtful  which  way  this  column  moved.  They  could  as  readily 
have  turned  southward  around  the  fort  mentioned  and  then  taken  the 
Squirrel  Level  road,  or  continued  down  along1  the  railroad,  as  to  have 
taken  the  road  toward  Petersburg.  I  have  sent  for  further  information. 
Other  columns  coining  from  the  same  location  have  heretofore  moved 
around  the  fort  as  above  stated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHEE, 
Major   and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 


FORT  DAVIS,  September  29,  1864. 
[Major  FISHER:] 

The  column  of  troops  and  train  of  ambulances  and  wagons  men 
tioned  in  last  report  were  apparently  moving  to  the  right,  our  right,  in 
report  "  bearing  to  the  right."  They  could  only  be  seen  whilst  passing 
in  front  of  the  large  fort,  as  they  disappeared  in  the  woods  immediately 
after  passing  the  northeast  corner  of  the  fort,  and  were  not  visible  again 
on  the  road  leading  to  Petersburg.  They  were  moving  slowly,  and  the 
column  appeared  to  be  well  closed  up,  although  it  could  not  be  seen 
distinctly  on  account  of  the  smoke  and  darkness.  There  were  more 
ambulances  than  wagons  in  the  train,  twenty-live  or  thirty  in  all,  which 
moved  with  the  column,  but  moved  faster. 

H.  W.  FULTON. 

Sergeant. 


CITY  POINT,  September  29,  1864. 

(Received  8.45  a.  m.) 
General  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  shall  at  once  send  out  thirty  men  to 
Birchett's,  one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Bailey's  Creek  crossing,  and  an 
equal  force  the  same  distance  south  on  the  Prince  George  Court-House 
road,  but  they  may  risk  capture  by  cavalry,  as  I  have  not  a  mounted 
man  to  send  out.  Will  you  please  apprise  me  what  force,  if  any,  on 
these  roads  will  connect  these  pickets  with  your  lines. 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  29,  1864.     (Sent  U.18  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  City  Point  : 

The  parties  you  have  sent  out  in  advance  will  not  be  exposed  to  any 
thing  but  guerrillas,  who  will  scarcely  venture  so  far  in.  You  cannot 
make  any  connection  with  the  pickets  of  the  army. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  2',),  186i.     (Received  0.45  a.  m.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

The  enemy  made  an  attack  with  200  or  300  men  on  left  of  picket-line 
First  Division  last  night,  but  accomplished  nothing  but  the  capture  of 
one  man,  who  afterward  escaped.  One  man  of  Twenty-eighth  Massa 
chusetts  deserted  to  the  enemy  this  morning.  He  cannot  know  much, 
except  as  to  issue  of  ammunition,  &c.  The  First  Division  picket  heard 
infantry  and  artillery  moving  in  the  night,  but  were  unable  to  ascer 
tain  the  nature  of  the  movement.  General  Mott,  Third  Division, 
thought  last  night  that  the  enemy  had  taken  up  their  second  line  in  his 
front,  holding  their  first  with  a  thin  line,  but  could  not  ascertain  any 
thing  definite,  lie  could  see  one  gun  in  the  large  fort  immediately  in 
front  of  Fort  Sedgwick. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -General. 
(Forwarded  to  General  Grant.) 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864.     (Received  7.10  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

A  deserter  from  Twenty -seventh  North  Carolina  came  into  my  line 
at  the  Norfolk  railroad  this  morning.  He  has  been  in  only  four  weeks 
and  knows  nothing  whatever,  except  that  his  regiment  is  in  the  rifle- 
pits. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  29,  1864—3.40  p.  m.     (Received  4  p.  m.) 
General  WILLIAMS: 

The  enemy  are  reported  as  forming  a  line  behind  the  fort  opposite 
Fort  Stedmau.  The  information  comes  from  Colonel  Lynch,  command 
ing  brigade  of  First  Division.  The  information  is  not  sufficiently 
definite  to  give  me  much  apprehension  of  an  attack.  I  am  having  the 
matter  examined. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  29,  1864 — 8.16  p.  m.     (Received  8.50  p.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

This  report  just  received  from  General  Miles,  but  it  fails  to  state 
the  hour;  supposed  to  be  the  same  troops  reported  from  the  signal 
station : 

FIRST  DIVISION,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  -29,  1SG4. 
Major  BINGHAM, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  some  maneuvering  by  the  enemy — parties,  ranging 
from  a  regiment  to  a  brigade — having  been  observed  during  the  day,  I  have  strength 
ened  the  trout  line  of  my  left  brigade  with  about  125  men,  and  my  center  brigade 
with  about  450  men. 

N.  A.  MILES, 

Urigadier-  General. 
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I\  S. — I  inclose  a  communication  just  received  from  Colonel  Lynch,  First  Brigade. 
Captain  Kicker,  the  officer  mentioned  in  it,  observed  the  enemy  moving  apparently 
to  our  left,  before  he  left  the  line  of  works,  going  down  the  river  two  or  three  miles. 
Ho  observed  the  heavy  column  mentioned  in  the  dispatch  as  moving  to  our  right. 
He  made  his  observation  from  the  Mills  house,  where  a  good  view  was  observed.  I 
recommend  that  a  signal  station  be  established  there  in  the  morning.  I  consider 
it  evident  that  the  movements  to  our  left  observed  to-day  were  intended  to  mis 
lead  us,  and  that  they  are  now  moving  a  considerable  force  to  our  right. 
Respectfully, 

N.  A.  MILES, 

Brigadier-General. 

[Inclosuro.J 

FIRST  KRIGADK,  FIKST  DIVISION,  SKCOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  1S64 — 6.45  j>.  m. 
Captain  DRIVER: 

Captain  Ricker,  of  my  staff,  reports  having  seen,  from  the  lookout  near  the  Mills 
house,  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  moving  on  the  road  from  Petersburg 
to  Port  Walthall  toward  our  right.  He  watched  the  column  for  fifteen  minutes 
Avhere  it  showed  in  an  open  space,  both  ends  being  concealed  in  the  woods. 

JAMES  C.  LYNCH, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  MILES, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  he  understands  you  desire  a  battery  in  a  certain  place.  There  is 
but  one  reserve  battery,  but  in  case  you  are  attacked  to-night  it  will 
be  placed  in  the  position  you  desire. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  BINGHAM, 
r,  Judge- Advocate  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


FRIEND  HOUSE  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  3.9,  1SC-1 — 10.15  p.  m. 
General  HANCOCK: 

Some  picket  and  artillery  tiring   on   both  sides.     Xo  attack.     All 
quiet.  MILES, 

General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  X9,  Ititi-i. 

Brigade  commanders  will  impress  on  the  miuds  of  their  men  on 
picket  to-night  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  vigilance.  Any  sign  of 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  will  be  promptly  reported  to  these 
headquarters,  and  one-half  of  their  command  will  be  constantly  awake 
during  the  night  and  kept  under  arms. 
By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Mott : 

J.  P.  FINKELMEIEE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864. 

Division  commanders  and  the  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade 
are  directed  to  have  all  the  troops  of  their  command  under  arms  at  4 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  the  30th  instant. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock : 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  186-1. 

Division  commanders  and  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade,  to 
gether  with  subordinate  commanders,  are  permitted  to  pitch  their 
tents.  The  circular  relative  to  the  troops  being  under  arms  at  4  a.  in. 
will  be  considered  as  still  in  force,  but  the  tents  of  commanders  need 
not  be  struck  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

H.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major,  Judge- Advocate  and  Ac-tiny  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1861. 
Maj.  II.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Corps: 
MAJOR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  day  very  little 
firing  occurred  on  the  line.  Two  or  three  of  the  enemy's  working  par 
ties  were  opened  on,  compelling  them  to  stop  work.  About  8.30  p.  in. 
the  enemy's  picket-line  on  the  left  opened  a  heavy  fire  which  soon 
ceased.  The  enemy  then  opened  with  artillery  along  nearly  the  whole 
line,  which  was  vigorously  returned.  The  Chesterfield  battery  fired  a 
few  good  shots  into  Fort  McGilvery,  Battery  7,  and  Battery  6.  At 
about  0  p.  in.  the  enemy  advanced  their  skirmish  line  in  front  of  Lieu 
tenant  Dauchy's  (Twellth  New  York)  battery.  He  opened  with  canister 
and  shell  and  the  line  retired.  Casualties,  one  man  of  the  Eleventh 
New  York  Battery  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  HAZAKD, 

Maj o r,  Co  m  m  a  n ding. 


HALIFAX  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  29,  186-1 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

At  6.45  a.  m.  four  regiments  of  infantry,  numbering  in  all  about  1,000 
men,  passed  the  W.  Davis  house,  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  moving 
southward.  No  unusual  activity  in  the  enemy's  works  on  plank  road 
west  of  the  toll-gate. 

CHAS.  L.  DAVIS, 

Captain,  Signal  Corps, 
(Forwarded  to  General  Humphreys.) 
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SEPTEMBER  I'D,  18G4 — t.30  p.  m. 

[Colonel  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Maff:} 

COLONEL  :  The  Tree  Station,  near  Friend's  house,  reports  that  enemy's 
wagon  trains  have  been  moving  north  on  Richmond,  pike  almost  con 
tinuously  this  p.  in.  Small  ambulance  train  just  moved  south  into  city 
on  same  road.  Dust  still  heavy  south  and  west  of  city. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Siynal  Officer. 


SEPTEMBER  29,  186-4 — 4.30  p.  m. 
Colonel  MORGAN, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Signal  station  at  AValthall  house  reports  that  four  regiments  of 
infantry  have  just  passed  open  space  on  Richmond  road  going  to  our 
right.  Captain  Thickcttin  reports  that  forty-four  wagons,  a  herd  of 
cattle,  and  three  batteries  have  passed  since  his  last  report. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Siynal  Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1861—8.20  p.  m.     (Received  8.L'5  p.  m.) 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

Two  deserters  have  just  come  in  from  Lane's  brigade.  They  left  their 
camp  this  morning.  At  that  time  it  was  understood  that  Lane's  and 
Scales'  brigades  were  to  be  withdrawn  north  of  Petersburg.  They  did 
not  know  what  for.  McLaws'  division,  they  say,  left  about  eight  days 
ago. 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \      HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

No.  43.  }  September  2!),  1861. 

I.  The  entire  command  will  be  prepared  to  move  precisely  at  5.30  a. 
m.  to-morrow,  30th  instant. 

II.  General  Griffin  will  withdraw  all   his  pickets  south  of  the  road 
leading  to  Poplar  Spring  Church.     All  his  other  pickets  and  those  of 
General  Ayres  and  General  Crawford  will  remain. 

III.  General  Griffin  will  have  the  advance,  to  be  followed  by  General 
Ayres.      Colonel  Hofmann's  brigade  will  accompany  General  Ayres' 
division.     No  guards  will  be  left  in  the  camps.     The  wagons  will  be 
parked  between  corps  headquarters  and  the  Giirley  house.     One  bat 
tery  will  follow  General  Griffin's  division,  the  remainder  will  follow  the 
corps. 

IV.  All  the  pioneers  of  the  corps  will  be  at  these  headquarters  at 
5.30  a.  in.     No  wagons  of  any  description  (ambulances  and  ordnance 
wagons  included)   will  accompany  the  column.     The  movement  will 
determine  very  soon  whether  or  not  the  wagons,  &c.,  will  be  needed. 
They  can  then  be  sent  for,  _  •  -.-?•- -"-'^^ 

V  _^r^s~'~"f     '    '       T  •      "  "**.. 
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V.  Brigadier-General  Crawford  will  be  left  in  command  of  the  troops 
in  this  locality  and  will  make  his  headquarters  at  this  house. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren: 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  21),  1861 — 1.15  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division  : 

GENERAL,:  The  probabilities  are  that  we  may  have  to  move  very 
soon.  You  will  withdraw  all  your  pickets  east  of  the  railroad  and 
direct  them  to  join  their  commands.  Our  operations  on  the  north  side 
of  the  James  River  are  succeeding,  and  the  enemy  is  moving  troops 
from  Petersburg  to  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
A  ssis  ta  n  t  A  dju  taut- Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1861 — 2.-15  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding  First  Division: 

GENERAL:  Brigadier-General  Baxter's  brigade  is  to  be  detached  to 
make  a  reconnaissance  out  toward  Poplar  Spring  Church.  Inform 
your  brigade  commander  nearest  the  fort  on  the  left  of  this  movement, 
so  that  he  can  be  prepared  to  defend  the  fort,  if  necessary,  but  which 
is  not  at  all  probable.  No  one  need  be  put  into  the  fort  until  needed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIRST  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  T.  LOCKE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Army  Corps  : 
COLONEL:  General  Orders,  No.  43,  have  been  received.  Paragraph 
2  is  so  indefinite  that  I  cannot  understand  to  what  extent  I  am  to  with 
draw  my  pickets,  for  I  do  not  know  where  Poplar  Spring  Church  is. 
General  Ayres  connects  with  the  right  of  my  line,  which  rests  at  the 
Flowers  house  and  extends  one  mile  and  a  half  to  the  left  to  the  rail 
road  on  the  line  designated  by  General  Warren.  What  portion  of  this 
line  do  I  relieve  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Brigadier-  General.  Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29, 1864. 
Brig.  Gen.  CHARLES  GRIFFIN, 

Commanding   First  Division: 

GENERAL:  In  reply  to  your  communication  just  received,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  portion  of  your  picket-line  to  be  withdrawn  is 
that  south  of  a  Hue  running-  due  west  from  Fort  Dushaue  and  inter 
secting  the  picket-line  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HDQRS.  FIRST  BRIO.,  THIRD  Div.,  STH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864. 

This  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  5.30  a.  m.  to-morrow. 
All  wagons  will  be  loaded  and  parked  between  the  Gurley  house  and 
corps  headquarters.  All  the  pioneers  will  report  at  corps  headquar 
ters  at  5  a.  in.  The  troops  will  be  awakened  at  4.30  a.  in.  and  have 
breakfast.  The  line  will  be  formed  on  the  road  leading  past  these 
headquarters  at  5.20  a.  m.,  as  follows — first,  Sixth  and  Second  Wis 
consin  Volunteers;  second,  Seventh  Wisconsin  Volunteers;  third.  Nine 
teenth  Indiana  Volunteers;  fourth,  Twenty-fourth  Michigan  Volun 
teers;  fifth.  One  hundred  and  forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  ; 
sixth,  One  hundred  and  fiftieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  seventh, 
One  hundred  and  forty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  sharp 
shooters  will  report  at  these  headquarters  at  5.20  a.  m.  The  pickets 
will  not  be  withdrawn. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Bragg: 

E.  A.  ANDREWS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  29,  1864 — 11  a.  m.     (Received  11.35  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  nothing  unusual  transpired  along  my 
lines  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  excepting  the  firing  on  the 
picket-line  at  about  9  last  evening.  It  occurred  about  the  time  of 
relieving  pickets,  and  doubtless  the  new  troops  of  the  Third  Division 
fired  a  great  deal  more  than  would  have  been  done  by  old  troops.  As 
one  of  the  brigades  of  the  Second  Division  had  moved  in  plain  view  in 
the  morning  close  in  rear  of  the  main  line  at  the  plank  road  the  enemy 
were  probably  feeling  our  lines  in  that  vicinity.  There  were  no  casual 
ties  and  the  line  has  been  unusually  quiet  there  since. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Camp  near  Jones'  Home,  September  29, 1864.     (Received  12  m.) 
Captain  YOUNG-MAN: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  out  a  small  party  this  morning 
in  front  of  the  First  Brigade  with  a  staff  officer.  lie  reports  having 
approached  to  within  2(12  yards  of  the  enemy's  works  and  could  sec  but 
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five  men;  appeared  to  be  cavalry,  as  they  bad  no  arms,  and  horses  were 
picketed  in  their  vicinity.  The  pits  in  front  of  works  unoccupied.  He 
was  able  to  see  about  half  a  mile  of  their  work  and  only  the  five  men 
on  the  line. 

EDWD.  FEEEEEO, 
Brigadier-  General,  Comm  anding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  20,  18  6 -L 
General  PARKE: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force  with 
Twenty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  750  strong;  discovered  their 
main  line  in  rear  of  the  one  seen  by  the  officer  this  morning.  They 
have  a  strong  line  of  works,  with  two-  forts  plainly  visible  from  the 
point  reached  by  my  force,  filled  with  troops.  Did  not  advance,  not 
deeming  it  advisable.  Have  returned  to  camp. 

EDWD.  FERKEKO. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864 — 7  a.  m.     (Received  8.15  a.  in.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

I  am  moving  on  the  Wyatt  road  hoping  to  find  some  cross-road  by 
which  I  can  get  to  the  Vaughan  road  and  across  to  the  Rowan ty  Creek.  I 
have  sent  a  force  to  dash  upon  Reams'  Station  to  drive  off'  or  capture 
what  is  there.  If  I  cannot  find  a  road  to  the  Rowanty  I  will  demon 
strate  toward  Poplar  Spring  Church  or  wherever  I  find  the  enemy. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  29,  1864 — 8.30  a.  m.     (Sent  D.05  a.  m.) 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  on  the  Wyatt  Road  : 
(Through  Fifth  Corps  Headquarters.) 

Your  dispatch  of  7  a.  m.  just  received.  Probably  you  may  not  be  able 
to  pass  out  on  the  Poplar  Spring  Church  road  beyond  the  Squirrel 
Level  road  as  the  enemy  have  rifie-pits  there  across  Peebles'  field  and 
a  battery  under  cover.  If  you  do  not  move  on  the  roads  leading  south 
west  from  the  Vaughan  road  you  may  find  cross-roads  or  get  across  the 
country  south  of  the  Poplar  Spring  road. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864 — 9.30  a.  m.     (Received  1  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

A  citizen  reports  General  Hampton  reviewing  his  cavalry  to-day 
about  three  miles  west  of  Reams'  Station.     Drove  the  enemy's  cavalry 
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beyond  Beams'  Station  a  mile,  then  found  his  force  strong;  have  driven 
cavalry  pickets  to  the  Vaughan  road  near  Wilkinson's.  Will  cross  a 
force  there  toward  the  Boydton  road. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  ~>!),  186-1—10.45  a.  m.     (Received  12.05  p.  m.) 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

On  the  Vaughan  road  beyond  Wilkinson's  and  toward  the  Boydton  road 
the  enemy's  cavalry  otter  considerable  opposition  to  our  advance.  The 
country  is  very  wooded,  making  it  easy  for  a  very  inferior  force  to 
detain  us.  1  do  not  get  much  information  from  prisoners,  as  they  are 
generally  strangers  in  these  parts. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2'J,  1861 — 12.12  p.  m. 
Major- General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

My  advance  at  Armstrong's,  near  Hatcher's  Run,  destroyed  the  tele 
graph  line  from  Petersburg  to  Stony  Creek,  chopping  down  the  poles, 
&c.  Where  the  Vaughan  road  crosses  Hatcher's  Run  is  a  camp  of  500 
dismounted  cavalry;  these  furnish  reserves  for  the  mounted  cavalry. 
A  brigade  of  mounted  cavalry  was  met  at  the  same  point,  and  the  force 
increasing.  A  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  reach  the  road  (plank), 
but  I  do  not  think  we  will  reach  it,  having  tried  as  much  as  possible. 
I  will  withdraw  to  Wyatt's  and  try  the  enemy  toward  Poplar  Spring 
M[eeting]  Hfousel. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

A  few  prisoners  captured  from  the  dismounted  cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2'J,  186-1 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

My  advance  reached  the  intersection  of  works  near  Miss  Pegram's; 
there  learned  of  a  force  of  infantry  half  a  mile  beyond  that,  I  presume 
at  Peebles'.  The  presence  of  a  large  force  in  rifle-pits  at  the  crossing 
of  Hatcher's  prevented  a  sufficient  force  from  being  detached  to  push 
beyond  Miss  Pegram's.  The  presence  of  the  infantry  also  made  it  im 
practicable.  The  road  leading  from*  Wyatt's  to  Poplar  Spring  Church 
is  heavily  barricaded  and  picketed.  I  have  withdrawn  my  force  to  the 
vicinity  of  Wyatt's,  and  do  not  think  any  further  results  can  be 
produced  in  this  direction. 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier -General,  U.  S.  Army, 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2<J,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff\  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL  :  The  force  mentioned  on  the  south  side  of  Hatcher's  Eun, 
where  the  telegraph  road  crosses  it,  is  that  of  dismounted  cavalry,  as 
reported  by  prisoners  captured ;  cavalry  that  have  no  horses  at  all.  No 
line  of  iiitrenchment  was  seen  about  Miss  Terrain's.  Some  cavalry 
still  in  my  front  and  some  firing  on  the  Diuwiddie  road  toward  Reams' 
Station,  where  1  have  a  regiment. 
Eespectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Army. 

The  telegraph  line  on  the  road  by  Armstrong's  was  completed  three 
or  four  days  ago.  Mr.  Armstrong  says  that  at  times  there  is  consider 
able  wagoning  of  forage  on  the  telegraph.  The  only  wagon  that  passed 
to-day  we  captured ;  it  belongs  to  a  blockade-runner. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2'J, 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  have  attacked  me  in  my  front  in  considerable 
force.  1  think  1  will  have  no  difficulty  in  repulsing  the  attack.  The 
enemy  use  two  pieces  of  artillery.  One  of  my  guns  has  been  dis 
abled. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GKEGG, 
Brigadier-General,  [r.  8.  Army. 

5.10  P.  M. 

The  firing  has  died  out  someAvhat.  Send  this  by  my  orderly,  so  as  to 
show  the  infantry  brigade  Avliere  to  go. 

W.  W.  SANDERS, 

Captain,  tCc. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864 — s1  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  Just  before  dark  %the  enemy  made  a  very  determined 
attack  upon  my  line.  All  quiet  now.  The  brigade  of  infantry  has 
been  ordered  back  to  General  Warren's  position  by  General  Griffin.  I 
will  hold  the  Wyatt  road  and  Reams'  Station  road  strongly,  and  get 
my  command  back  to  their  horses  near  the  railroad.  In  the  affair  this 
evening  my  force  engaged  was  entirely  dismounted.  The  enemy  showed 
very  few  horses,  but  still  I  think  the  attack  was  made  by  dismounted 
cavalry.  I  cannot  give  the  number  of  my  casualties,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  large.  The  enemy  was  very  strong  in  my  front  and  on 
my  left  flank. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

I).  McM.  GREGG, 
Briyadier-Gcneral  of  Volunteers. 


CHAP.  LIV.I  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  1100 

HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  29,  1861 — 8.50  p.  m.     (Received  9.05  p.  in.) 
Gener.il  HUMPHREYS  : 

General  Gregg  will  hold  as  far  out  as  Colonel  Wyatt's  and  ueaily  to 
Reams'  Station  with  Davies'  brigade,  and  move  the  other  brigade  a 
short  distance  in  rear  and  try  to  get  water.  His  command  has  not 
been  watered  since  yesterday.  He  will  send  orderlies  to  General  War 
ren's  headquarters. 

J.  C.  BATES, 
Captain  and  Actiny  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  2<),  1864. 
Col.  C.  H.  SMITH, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division  Cavalry : 
COLONEL:  The  general  commanding1  directs  that  you  at  once  move 
your  brigade,  taking  your  battery,  to  the  Perkins  house,  on  the  Weld  OH 
railroad,  and  there  mass  and  await  further  orders. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

IT.  C.  WEIR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  September  2f),  ISM— f). 30  a.  m. 
Colonel  PARKER, 

Military  Secretary  of  General  Grant  : 

Just  arrived  here.     Enemy's  first  line  taken  without  liring  a  gun. 
No  particulars. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  &c. 


GROVER'S  HOUSE,  September  29,  18G4 — 8.30  a.  m. 

(Received  0.30  a.  in.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.  : 

Birney  has  advanced  from  Deep  Bottom  and  taken  the  main  line  of 
works  at  the  signal  tower,  New  Market  Heights,  which  commands  the 
road,  and  is  advancing.  This  lets  out  Kautz,  who  is  starting.  By 
means  of  cavalry  we  have  communicated  across  to  Ord's  column,  who 
Colonel  Rand,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Cavalry,  reports  to  have- 
carried  the  enemy's  main  line  of  works  in  his  front  and  is  advancing 
rapidly.  Paine's  division  took  their  line  handsomely,  with  considerable 
loss. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-General. 


SIGNAL  HILL,  VA.,  September  29,  1861—12  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

After  riding  forward  to  what  was  General  Birney's  front  at  the  time, 
the  intersection  of  New  Market  and  Mill  roads,  I  turned  to  the  left  and 
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visited  the  works  captured  by  the  Eighteenth  Corps.  From  there  I 
returned  to  Signal  Hill,  expecting  to  meet  yon.  Being  desirous  of 
keeping  in  communication  with  General  Meade,  I  shall  now  return  to 
Deet,  Bottom,  where  any  communications  will  reach  me.  If  our  troops 
do  not  reach  Richmond  this  afternoon,  my  opinion  is  it  will  be  unsafe 
to  spend  the  night  north  of  the  enemy's  lower  bridge.  1  think  it  advis 
able  to  select  a  line  now  to  which  the  troops  can  be  brought  back 
to-night,  if  they  do  not  reach  Richmond.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  any 
movements  of  troops  south  of  the  James.  My  desire  on  this  subject 
prevents  me  riding  forward  to  where  you  are.  Please  communicate 
with  me  all  progress  made. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


AT  JUNCTION  OF  NEW  MARKET  AND  VARINA  [ROADS], 

(September  2<),  1864}— 12.50  p.  >». 

Lieutenant-Geueral  GRANT  : 

Birney  is  at  this  moment  making  his  attack.  Will  inform  you  at  once. 
Sixteen  cars  from  Petersburg  with  troops  for  Richmond.  Have  sent 
word  to  General  Meade.  The  enemy's  works  do  not  cross  the  Varina 
road,  but  run  nearly  parallel  with  it  to  within  three  miles  of  Richmond. 
We  shall  try  the  works.  If  they  are  carried  it  is  the  last  obstacle. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  VA.,  September  29,  18G4 — 1.35  p.  )». 

Major-General  BUTLER  : 

If  General  Birney  has  not  been  successful  in  carrying  the  works  in 
his  front,  1  think  it  will  be  advisable  to  move  out  to  the  Central  road. 
From  the  inclosed  dispatch*  you  will  see  that  all  must  be  done  to-day 
that  can  be  done  toward  Richmond. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


DEEP  BOTTOM,  VA.,  September  29, 1864 — 3.50  p.  m. 

Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  send  you  a  dispatch  t  just  received  from  General  Meade.  it  would 
seem  probable  the  enemy  have  sent  but  one  division  from  Petersburg. 
It  would  be  well,  under  such  circumstances,  to  hold  all  the  ground  we 
can  to-night,  and  feel  out  to  the  right  in  the  morning.  This  is  not 
intended  to  prevent  as  rapid  a  push  forward  to-night  as  can  be  made. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenan  t-  General. 

*  See  Williams  to  Grant,  12  m.,  transmitting  Fisher  to  Humphreys,  11.40  a.  iu., 
p.  1092. 

t  See  Meade  to  Grant,  3.30  p.  iu.,  p.  1093. 
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DEEP  BOTTOM,  VA.,  September  2!),  1864 — /.//;  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER  : 

I  will  now  return  to  City  Point,  at  which  place  dispatches  telegraphed 
from  here  will  reach  me.  Please  say  to  General  Barnard  that  1  will 
send  a  boat  there  for  him.  If  the  enemy  do  not  re-enforce  by  more  than 
a  division  we  will  give  them  another  trial  in  the  morning,  flanking 
instead  of  attacking  works. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
September  29,  1864—9.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

I  am  holding  the  line  pointed  out  by  Colonel  Comstock  and  General 
Barnard,  to  wit,  from  near  grave-yard,  at  Cox's  Ferry,  up  to  the  white 
house;  thence  to  the  fort  taken  by  Ord's  corps;  thence  along  the  lines 
of  the  enemy  taken  by  us  across  New  Market  road;  thence,  with  the 
right  refused,  extending  to  the .  Darbytown  (or  Central)  road;  thence  by 
a  cavalry  picket  across  that  road,  with  a  small  brigade  in  reserve  at 
the  junction  of  the  Kingsland  and  Variua  roads.  Kautz  has  advanced 
up  the  Central  road  to  the  inner  line  of  redoubts  near  Richmond; 
thence  he  has  flanked  to  the  right  and  has  cut  connections,  and  \ve  have- 
not  heard  from  him.  Colonel  Babcock  has  reported  all  other  events  to 
you.  If  General  Meade  does  not  attack,  why  can  we  not  have  another 
corps?  The  danger  is  that  the  enemy  may  cross  the  river  below  us 
and  get  in  our  rear,  as  we  have  no  cavalry  to  picket  the  line  to  Dutch 
Gap. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

September  29,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 

Can  you  meet  me  as  early  as  sunrise  to-morrow  morning  at  Deep 
Bottom?  I  desire  to  consult  you.  I  would  not  say  this  early  were  it 
not  that  any  move  should  be  made  early. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT," VA.,  September  29,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

Major-General  BUTLER, 

Deep  Bottom: 

General  Meade  will  attack  at  daylight  in  the  morning.  If  the  enemy 
have  detached  largely  he  may  be  able  to  carry  Petersburg.  If  so,  I 
can  send  two  corps,  using  railroads  and  steam-boats  for  the  infantry. 
On  account  of  this  attack  I  want  to  remain  here  through  the  day.  I 
will  go  to  Deep  Bottom,  however,  to  meet  you,  leaving  here  at  5  a.  m. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


1112  OPERATIONS  IX  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LI V. 

HDQRS.  DEPT.  or  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  /September  2<J,  1864 — 1.40  p.  m. 

Captain  BLUNT, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  Bermuda: 

Send  out  a  tug'  at  once  down  the  James  Eiver  till  she  meets  the  gun 
boat  Chamberlain.  Have  the  tug  speak  the  Chamberlain  and  bring 
General  Weit/el  to  Bermuda.  Give  him  a  horse  or  ambulance,  and 
tell  him  to  report  to  me  on  the  field  near  New  Market. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major -General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  29,  1864.     (Received  2  p.  m.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  KENSEL, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Grower's  Farm,  Va.,  General  Butler's  Hdqrs.  : 
COLONEL:  Lieutenant  Ainsden,  signal  officer,  reports  that  a  train  of 
twenty  wagons  passed  toward  Richmond  on  Petersburg  pike  at  9  a.  m.; 
also  train  of  sixteen  cars,  heavily  loaded  with  troops,  going  toward 
Richmond  at  11.30  a,  m. 
Respectfully, 

ISRAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
In  the  Field,  September  29,  1864.     (Received  2.1*0  p.  in.) 

Colonel  KENSEL, 

Chief  of  Staff,  General  Butler's  Ildqrs.,  Graver's  Farm,  Ya.: 

12.40  p.  m.,  seventeen  loaded  cars  reported  going  to  Richmond.     1.31) 
p.  m.,  thirty-four  wagons  oil  the  pike  going  toward  Richmond. 

ISRAEL  R.  SEALY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  29, 1864 — 4  p.  m. 

Major-General  ORD, 

Old  Headquarters  Eighteenth  Corps: 

Spring  Hill  fort  was  counted  upon  to  defend  pontoon  bridge:  this 
being  now  removed  to  Broadway,  receives  no  protection  from  it.  There 
are  three  large  companies  in  Fort  Converse,  say  at  least  300  men  be 
sides  my  company.  There  are  only  100  men  to  defend  the  pontoon 
bridge,  to  protect  my  siege  depot,  and  to  load  my  train  if  ordered  in. 
The  enemy  are  just  reported  as  massing  in  rear  of  the  line  on  Weldon 
railroad.  In  view  of  these  facts  1  requested  the  services  of  my  com 
pany  where  it  seemed  to  me  they  would  be  most  useful.  Unless  1  am 
responsible  for  the  defense  of  the  lauding  1  do  not  press  it. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864. 
Col.  IT.  L.  ABBOT  : 

COLONEL:  General  Ord  has  just  come  in  wounded,  and  thinks  that 
the  company  you  desire  should  not  at  present  he  moved  from  Battery 
('on  verse. 
By  order  of  J.  II.  Potter,  colonel,  commanding  line  of  defense: 

[CHAS.  A.  |  CARLETOX, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

September  29,  186-1. 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

I  suggested  to  Colonel  Potter,  who  commands  this  line,  and  is  appre 
hensive  of  an  attack,  that  he  could  get  assistance  from  Fort  Converse, 
if  needed,  but  of  course  he  cannot  since  the  pontoon  bridge  has  been 
removed.  In  view  of  this,  I  think  your  arrangement  is  a  good  one. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  29,  1864 — 8.15  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 
Colonel  ABBOT: 

General  Ord  captured  some  heavy  guns  to-day,  and  two  columbiads 
and  one  100-poimder  are  still  in  the  works,  but  orders  have  been  given 
to  destroy  them  if  we  have  to  fall  back.  The  general  says,  if  you  have 
facilities  for  moving  such  guns,  he  wishes  you  to  send  and  take  them 
away.  They  are  about  three  miles,  good  road,  from  Aiken's  Landing. 
You  can  take  your  party  there  at  once  and  commence.  Please  reply. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  29,  1864 — 9.10  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  BABCOCK, 

Head<[uarterK  of  General  Grant,  City  Point: 

I  had  already  started  two  sling  carts  for  the  guns.  Will  bring  them 
to  Aikeu's  Landing  as  soon  as  possible  and  embark  them  there  at 
leisure,  being  covered  by  the  gun-boats. 

HENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


BROADWAY  LANDING,  VA.,  September  29,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 
Maj.  GEORGE  B.  COOK, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Headquarters  Eighteenth  Corps: 
You  will  have  the  t\vo  columbiads  and  the  100-pounder  brought  to 
Aiken's  Landing  as  soon  as  possible.     Lieutenant  Gillett  will  see  per 
sonally  that  it  is  done.     He  will  take  part  of  Company  C,  if  necessary. 
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Communicate  these  orders  to  him.  They  are  from  Lieutenant-General 
Grant.  You  should  have  reported  the  facts  and  left  me  to  issue  orders. 
I  could  have  sent  three  sling  carts  as  well  as  two.  Have  the  guns  left 
under  tire  of  our  gun-boats,  and  1  will  send  for  them  by  barge.  If 
there  are  other  guns  too  heavy  to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge  make  the 
same  disposition  of  them.  Acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 

LIENRY  L.  ABBOT, 
Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


DUTCH  GAP,  VA..  September  29,  1864. 
Col.  H.  L.  ABBOT, 

Commanding  Siege  Artillery: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  tired 
quite  regularly  during  the  day,  doing  no  damage.  Concluded  it  was 
policy  not  to  expend  much  ammunition  on  them,  as  no  one  was  at  work 
in  the  canal.  This  afternoon  they  opened  with  their  light  pieces, 
apparently  at  the  signal  tower.  I  returned  their  fire  promptly.  The 
Howlett  house  battery  sent  a  few  shell  in  the  same  direction.  The 
guns  in  Sawyer  battery  were  engaged  on  that  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  PIERCE, 
Captain,  First  Connecticut  Artillery. 


CHAFFIN'S  FARM,  VA.,  September  29,  1864 — 10.35  a.  m. 
General  BIRNEY: 

General  Ord  has  carried  the  very  strong  works  and  some  fifteen 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  his  corps  is  now  ready  to  advance  in  conjunction 
with  you.  General  Ord  was  wounded  and  has  returned  to  liis  head 
quarters,  leaving  General  Heckman  in  command  of  the  corps.  Push 
torward  on  the  road  1  left  you  on. 

U.  S.  GRAXT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  September  29,  1864. 

Division  commanders  will  see  that  their  lines  connect  as  follows: 
Brigadier-General  Birney's  left  with  the  right  of  Brigadier-General 
Paine's  division ;  General  Foster's  left  with  the  right  of  General  Bir- 
ney;  Major-General  Terry's  left  with  the  right  of  General  Foster.  The 
line  from  the  left  of  General  Foster  extending  to  General  Terry's  right 
will  be  refused  a  little. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney : 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Captain,  Aide-dc- Camp  and  Acting  Asa  infant  Adjutant- General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  near  Deep  .Bottom,  Fa.,  September  29,  1864. 
Reveille  will  be  sounded  and  the  troops  placed  under  arms  at  4 
a.  111.  to-morrow.     Division  commanders  will  take  immediate  measures 
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to  picket  the  front  of  their  own  divisions.  Two  days'  rations  of  sub 
sistence  stores  (one  of  fresh  beef)  has  been  directed  to  be  issued  to  the 
troops  of  this  command  to-night. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
Capt.,  Aidc-de-Camp  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

Hatcher's  House,  September  2!),  1804* 
General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

General  Ord  has  just  returned  with  a  flesh  wound  in  the  right  leg. 
He  says  that  in  order  to  hold  what  we  have  gained,  OR  account  of  the 
heavy  work  they  have  had  to  do,  if  possible  they  should  be  re-enforced. 
I  left  the  remnant  of  Stannard's  division  in  the  large  works  at  Chaffin's 
farm,  with  directions  to  Heckinan  to  push  in  toward  Richmond  with  his 
division.  Pie  appeared  unable  to  get  beyond  the  work  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  north  of  the  south  end  of  the  Chaffiu's  farm  works. 
The  rebels  did  re-enforce  Chaffin's  farm  before  we  took  it  and  most  of 
them  fell  back  to  the  other  works  or  across  the  river.  Stannard  has 
directions  to  destroy  the  pontoon  bridge  if  he  can  reach  it  with  artil 
lery.  The  rebel  gun-boats  are  below  him  throwing  shell  at  him.  Gen 
eral  Burnham  is  dead.  Stannard's  division  (the  First)  captured  the 
work.  His  losses  are  very  heavy.  I  left  them  at  10  o'clock. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

We  have  the  Chaffin's  farm  fort,  or  had  when  I  left.  Was  hit  in 
right  leg;  only  a  flesh  wound.  Signal  officer  reports  seventeen  loaded 
cars  going  toward  Richmond  at  12.30  this  morning. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-  G  en  eral. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  29,  1864. 
General  MEADE: 

Twenty-six  more  cars  loaded  with  troops  reported  moving  toward 
Richmond  2.30  p.  in.  Large  columns  of  smoke  reported  near  and  to 
right  of  Richmond  by  signal  officer. 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 

Major-General. 


GROVER'S  HOUSE, 
N~ear  Kinysland  Road,  September  2!),  18647—9  a.  m. 

Colonel  POTTER, 

Commanding  Defenses  of  Bermuda  Line: 
(Through  General  Butler's  headquarters.) 

We  are  advancing.     All  goes  as  intended  thus  far.    Two  deserters 
of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  have  told  the  enemy  that  all  the  troops  have 
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been  taken  out  of  your  Hue.  They  may  attack ;  if  so,  it  will  be  just  at 
night  or  at  daybreak.  You  might  show  them  your  force  by  displaying 
it  on  the  lines.  Have  your  reveille  at  4  o'clock. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Majo  r-Gen  era  /,  Co  mmanding. 


IN  THE  FIELD,  BEFORE  RICHMOND, 

September  29,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER: 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  time  the  Tenth  Corps 
made  the  advance  on  the  third  fort  from  my  left  I  ordered  a  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Jourdan,  to  attack  the  middle  fort  and  carry  it.  Almost 
the  instant  I  made  the  attack  the  firing  on  the  part  of  the  Tenth  Corps 
ceased,  and  the  tire  of  these  three  forts  was  at  once  centered  on  my 
brigade  in  addition  to  a  heavy  infantry  fire  on  our  left  llank,  compelling 
our  force  to  retire.  I  am  now  holding  the  old  position  waiting  further 
orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HECKMAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  September  39,  1SG4. 
Col.  JAMES  W.  SAVAGE, 

Twelfth  Neic   York  Cavalry: 

COLONEL:  The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  send  you  the 
inclosed  telegram  from  Colonel  Hitchcock  for  your  information.  Ik1 
wishes  you  to  send  out  a  reconnaissance,  as  tar  as  you  may  deem 
prudent,  to  find  out  if  there  be  any  truth  in  this,  and,  if  so,  what  the 
real  state  of  the  case  is.  As  it  is  possible  the  enemy  may  have  planted 
torpedoes  in  the  road  your  scout  will  take,  he  advises  that  the  column 
move  very  slowly  and  that  two  dismounted  men  be  sent  well  in  advance 
to  carefully  examine  the  road  for  any  suspicious  indications. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  J  UDSOX, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure.] 

BATOHELDER'S  CREEK.  September  29,  1804. 

Brigadier-General  HARLAND, 

Commanding: 

It  is  reported  by  two  deserters  from  the  Sixth  Xorth  Carolina  Cav 
alry  that  the  enemy  are  taking  the  rails  from  the  Atlantic  and  Xorth 
Carolina  Railroad  to  build  an  iron-clad  at  the  Roauoke  River,  nine 
miles  below  Weldon.  The  deserters  say  they  have  commenced  one 
mile  this  side  of  Gum  Swamp  rifle-pits.  They  have  six  army  wagons, 
guarded  by^  sixty  men.  They  leave  Kinston  about  0  a.  in.  If  this  is 
true  I  have* no  doubt  the  shells  placed  in  the  road  on  our  front  is  to 
detect  a  move  on  our  part.  The  deserters  have  been  sent  to  the  provost- 
marshal.  Their  names  are  W'ilkins  and  Hamilton. 

G.  II.  HITCHCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  132d  New  York  Volunteers. 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30, 186-1. 
Hon.  E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

General  Warren  attacked  and  carried  the  enemy's  line  to-day  on 
the  extreme  right,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners.  He  immediately 
prepared  to  follow  up  his  success.  Petersburg  paper  of  to-day  has  a 
rumor,  which  it  says  is  not  confirmed,  that  one  brigade  of  Sheridan's 
cavalry  was  ambushed  and  destroyed  at  Swift  Run  Creek.  Early 
was  to  have  attacked  General  Sheridan  at  Mount  Sidney  on  the  28th. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutena  n  t-  Genera  I. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1861 — 10.30  a.  m. 
Major-General  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

I  have  heard  no  firing  yet  this  morning.  Before  daylight  I  went  up 
to  Deep  Bottom  and  found  all  quiet  there.  General  Meade  moved 
out  from  his  left  this  morning,  and  must  soon  encounter  the  enemy. 
Rosser's  brigade  of  cavalry  has  gone  to  join  Early.  The  brigade  num 
bers  about  1,400  horses.  Yesterday  an  infantry  force  left  Petersburg  iu 
the  Lynchburg  cars.  It  may  be,  however,  they  are  going  via  Burke 
ville  to  Richmond.  Nothing  heard  from  Sheridan  through  southern 
sources  since  Tuesday  evening. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1864 — 5  p.  m. 

(Received  9.30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  n.  W.  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  Butler  reported  at  3  p.  in.  that  the  enemy  had  just  made  an 
assault  in  three  columns  on  his  line  near  Chaffm's  farm,  and  had  been 
repulsed.  No  report  from  Meade  since  he  carried  the  enemy's  line  near 
Poplar  Spring  Church. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  lS6i — 5  p.  m. 

(Received  0.30  p.  m.) 

Major-Geueral  HALLECK, 

Washington,  D.  C.  : 

A  refugee  from  Richmond  just  come  into  General  Butler's  lines  says 
the  greatest  consternation  is  felt  in  the  city,  and  citizens  generally  are 
anxious  that  the  city  should  be  evacuated  by  the  military.  No  further 
news  from  Sheridan  is  reported.  1  think  lack  of  supplies  is  forcing 
him  back. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Lieutenant-General. 


1118  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  [CHAP.  LIV. 

CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1861—8.15  a.  m. 

(Received  8.25  a.  m.) 
Major-General  MEADE: 

General  Butler's  forces  will  remain  where  they  are  for  the  present, 
ready  to  advance,  if  found  practicable.  You  may  move  out  now  and 
see  if  an  advantage  can  be  gained.  It  seems  to  me  the  enemy  must  be 
weak  enough  at  one  or  the  other  place  to  let  us  in. 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  1861 — 8.30  a.  m.     (Sent  8.50  a.  m.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

In  accordance  with  your  dispatch  of  8.15  I  have  sent  orders  to  War 
ren  to  move  out  to  the  Poplar  Spring  Church,  and  to  Parke  to  endeavor 
to  get  around  and  come  up  on  Warren's  left,  and,  if  practicable,  out 
flank  the  enemy.  A  contraband  who  left  Petersburg  this  morning  says 
that  troops  were  sent  on  the  Lynchburg  road  yesterday  and  that  Heth's 
division  went  to  Chaffin's  farm.  No  other  news  or  indications  of  move 
ment  except  an  ambulance  train  seen  to  move  this  morning  to  our  left. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 0 .15  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT: 
The  signal  officers  have  sent  in  the  following  dispatches: 

Major  FISHER: 

A  rebel  wagon  train  is  moving  to  our  right  over  a  road  two  or  three  miles  beyond 
the  Appomattox:  otherwise  all  quiet. 

I.  S.  LYON, 
Signal  Officer. 

SECOND  CORPS. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  signal  officer  at  Friend's  house  reports  a  train  of  thirty  wagons  moved  from 
the  city ;  are  moving  to  our  right. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Signal  Officer. 

PLAXK  ROAD — 9.15  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

The  enemy  reoccupy  their  works  between  lead-works  and  large  fort  and  vicinity 
that  were  reported  vacated  yesterday.  The  indications  are  that  a  heavy  force  is  in 
the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  large  fort;  probably  the  column  reported  last  evening 
as  disappearing  in  that  woods  are  encamped  there.  The  enemy  in  our  front,  from 
lead-works  to  beyond  the  Gregory  Chimneys,  exhibit  a  comparatively  weak  line. 
Working  parties  are  visible  at  lead-works  and  to  the  left  of  large  fort. 

FULTON. 

General  Meade  left  here  a  tew  moments  ago  for  General  Warren's 
headquarters. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  30,  186-1 — 11.05  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 
The  following  has  been  received: 

NEAR  FRIEND'S  HOUSE — 10.15. 
Major  FISHER: 

A  train  of  about  twenty  black  covered  wagons,  west  of  city,  which  have  been  at 
same  point  for  two  mouths,  has  just  passed  down  into  line  with  head  of  column  to 
right  and  toward  Richmond  pike. 

JORDAN. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Copy  to  General  Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

[September]  30,  1861 — 2,25  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Griffin,  Warren  reports,  has  carried  the  enemy's  work  on  the 
Peebles  farm  in  handsome  style,  taking  a  number  of  prisoners.  War 
ren  is  getting  his  command  in  position,  looking  to  his  connection  on  the 
Weldon  railroad,  and  Parke  is  forming  on  his  left.  Gregg  reports  the 
enemy's  cavalry  has  left  his  immediate  front,  and,  as  far  as  he  can 
ascertain,  are  across  the  Rowanty  Creek.  1  have  directed  him  to  watch 
the  Jerusalem  plank  road  and  notified  Hancock  to  have  his  reserves 
ready  to  meet  any  cavalry  demonstrations  on  the  Norfolk  or  Prince 
George  Court-House  roads,  where  I  now  have  only  small  cavalry  and 
infantry  pickets.  Beuham  must  look  out  for  the  Old  Court-House 
road. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

September  30,  1864.     (Received  3.25  p.  m.) 

Major- General  MEADE, 

Warren's  Headquarters : 

If  the  enemy  can  be  broken  and  started,  follow  him  up  closely.  I 
can't  help  believing  that  the  enemy  are  prepared  to  leave  Petersburg 
if  forced  a  little. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE, 

Warren's  Headquarters : 

If  the  enemy's  cavalry  has  left  Gregg's  front  he  ought  to  push  ahead, 
and  if  he  finds  no  obstacle  turn  his  infantry. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General, 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

Peebles'  Farm,  September  30,  1864 — -4.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant- General  GRANT: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  directed  General  Gregg 
to  send  a  brigade  of  cavalry  on  the  left  of  .the  infantry  and  endeavor 
to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  the  other  brigade  to  support  it,  if  necessary, 
and  to  keep  a  lookout  on  our  immediate  rear,  wher/e,  from  all  indica 
tions,  the  enemy's  cavalry  withdrew.  General  Parke  is  advancing 
toward  the  Boydton  road  in  a  northwest  direction.  I  should  have 
mentioned  in  my  last  dispatch  that  General  Ayres  had  taken  a  small 
work  in  advance  and  on  the  right  of  the  one  taken  by  Griffin,  and  also 
that  General  Griffin  had  secured  one  piece  of  artillery.  Warren's  cas 
ualties  will  be  about  100  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  former  Colonel 
Welch,  of  Michigan.  The  number  of  prisoners  not  known,  but  not  so 
large  as  at  tirst  supposed. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  186-1. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Whilst  the  enemy  are  concentrating  all  their  strength  at  two  points 
to  resist  attacks,  do  you  not  deem  it  safe  to  take  one  division  of  the 
Second  Corps  out  of  the  line  to  aid  you  ?  I  would  not  do  this,  however, 
until  just  before  an  advance  is  going  to  be  made. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 6.30  p.  m. 
Lieuteuant-Geueral  GRANT  : 
The  following  has  been  received: 

HEADQUARTERS  AUMY  ov  THE  POTOMAC — 1.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  following  dispatch  has  been  received  from  the  station  on  the  Avery  house : 
"  At  2  p.  m.  six  regiments  of  rebel  infantry  passed  on  the  Richmond  turnpike  to 
ward  Petersburg.     They  number  between  2, 000  and  3,000  men." 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Ufficet . 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 8 p.  m.     (Sent  8.40  p.  m.) 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  following  has  just  been  received  from  the  chief  signal  officer: 

HEADQUARTERS  AKMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC — 8  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff : 

GENERAL:  The  sharpshooters  drove  my  lookouts  from  the  plank  road  station  this 
forenoon  and  prevented  its  being  reoccupied  during  the  day.  I  have  taken  steps  to1 
put  up  a  cover  for  the  occupant,  and  expect  to  be  able  to  reoccnpy  the  station  in  the 
morning.  The  station  at  the  Walthall  house-sends  the  following  dispatch: 

"One  regiment  of  infantry  enme  from  the  enemy's  right  and  went  into  camp  about 
half  a  mile  south  west  of  the  city." 
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The  following  dispatches  were  intercepted : 

"3.30  P.  M. 
"  Colonel  B. : 

"A  large  steamer  loaded  with  troops  just  came  up  the  river  and  stopped  at  lower 
landing. 

"Y.f 
"  Sergeant." 

"5.30  P.  M. 
"  Colonel  B. : 

"  The  City  Point  train  has  just  gone  up  with  about  one  regiment  on  board. 

"J.  q.  E." 

"  5.45  P.  M. 
"  Sergeant  E., 

"AtD.: 

"You  will  watch  closely  the  running  of  the  enemy's  cars  to-night.  If  more  than 
usual  report  it  to-morrow  a.  m.  If  a  great  deal  more  than  usual  report  it  immedi 
ately. 

"B.  C., 

"At  G." 
Respectfully, 

13.  F.  FISHER, 
Major  and  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  AiniY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 9  p.  in. 
Lieutenant- Geuerul  GRANT: 

About  -1  p.  m.  General  Parke  was  advancing  to  the  Boydton  plank 
road  when  he  was  vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy,  said  by  prisoners 
to  have  been  two  divisions  of  Hill's  corps.  Potter's  division,  Ninth 
Corps,  was  forced  back,  requiring  Hartranft,  on  his  left,  to  retire  a  short 
distance.  Warren  sent  Griffin  to  Parke's  support  and  the  enemy  were 
checked.  Parke  has  lost  in  prisoners  and  wounded  left  in  the  advanced 
position  held.  The  fighting  for  some  time  till  after  dark  was  very  severe, 
and  after  the  Nmth  Corps  rallied  and  Griffin  attacked  it  is  believed  the 
enemy  suffered  heavily.  I  have  directed  General  Warren  to  intrench 
himself  in  his  position  and  extend  if  practicable  to  the  Weldon  railroad, 
and  General  Parke  to  intrench  on  Warren's  left.  I  do  not  think  it 
judicious  to  make  another  advance  to-morrow  unless  re-enforced  or 
some  evidence  can  be  obtained  of  the  weakening  of  the  enemy. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE, 

Major-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  -30,  1864 — 9.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

You  need  not  advance  to-morrow  unless  in  your  judgment  an  advan 
tage  can  be  gained,  but  hold  on  to  what  you  have,  and  be  ready  to 
advance.  We  must  be  greatly  superior  to  the  enemy  in  numbers  on  one 
flank  or  the  other,  and  by  working  around  at  each  end,  we  will  find 
where  the  enemy's  weak  point  is.  General  Butler  was  assaulted  three 
times  this  afternoon,  but  repulsed  all  of  them.  I  will  direct  him  to  feel 
up  the  Darbytown  road  to-morrow. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 
•    .Lieutenant- General, 
71   K   K — VOL   XLII,   PT   U 
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CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  MEADE: 

Two  new  regiments  and  a  part  of  another  have  gone  to  you.  Can 
they  not  be  put  in  the  line  so  as  to  spare  some  old  troops  to  re-enforce 
the  left? 

U.  S.  GKANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  1864—11.30  p.  m.     (Sent  12  midnight.) 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

The  new  regiments  -were  ordered  on  arrival  to  be  placed  in  the 
trenches  on  the  NVeldon  railroad.  One  arrived  this  p.  in.  which, 
together  with  the  extension  of  the  colored  division.  Ninth  Corps, 
enabled  a  brigade  of  the  Fifth  Corps  to  be  relieved.  I  have  ordered 
Hancock  to  hold  his  lines  with  two  divisions  and  to  hold  the  third  in 
reserve  ready  for  contingencies.  I  have  directed  Warren  and  Parke 
to  advance  their  pickets,  well  supported,  at  daylight  and  endeavor  to 
ascertain  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy.  I  presumed  Field's 
and  Hoke's  divisions,  that  were  in  reserve,  would  be  sent  to  the  north 
ern  side  of  the  James;  this  would  leave  four  divisions  on  this  side. 
Two  were  engaged  this  p.  in.,  the  other  two  holding  the  lines. 

GEO.  G.  MEADE. 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  1864—9.30  a.  m.     (Sent  10.20  a,  m.) 

Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

The  following*  has  just  been  received  and  has  been  furnished  to  Gen 
eral  Grant.  I  did  not  send  to  General  Grant  the  dispatch  received 
from  Mr.  Babcoek  just  after  you  left  camp  and  which  was  forwarded  to 
you  by  an  orderly. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assista n t  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  ISfJ-l — 1.0.30  a.  m. 

General  WILLIAMS: 

Please  have  some  infantry  sent  to  Prince  George  Court-House  and 
some,  to  the  redoubt  on  the  Norfolk  railroad;  also  some  cavalry  to 
each  place,  who  must  scout  out  in  front  on  these  roads  so  as  to  get  iu- 
iormation  of  any  parties  of  the  enemy.  Use  General  Patrick's  cavalry 
and  infantry,  including  Collis'  and  the  engineer  troops. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

*See  Fulton  to  Fisher,  9.15  a.  in.,  p.  1118. 
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CITY  POINT.  September  30,  irtdf. 

General  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Genera!  : 

I  have  returned  to  these  headquarters,  and  have  resumed  the  duties 
of  chief  quartermaster  Armies  operating  against  Richmond. 

R.  INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General,  Chief  Quartermaster. 

(Copy  to  Major  Davis.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 


General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Refugees  yesterday  from  Petersburg  bring  information  very  relia 
ble  that  Rosser's  brigade  of  cavalry  has  gone  to  Early,  and  also  that 
the  following  brigades  comprise  all  the  cavalry  south  of  the  Appomat 
tox:  Davis,  Dearing,  Barringer,  Young,  and  Dunovant.  Rosser  went 
over  the  Appomattox  last  Monday  night.  Two  deserters  from  Eight 
eenth  North  Carolina,  Lane's  brigade,  Wileox's  division,  came  in  at  sun 
down  last  night.  They  report  that  all  of  Wile-ox's  division  (the  three 
brigades  in  our  front)  were  packed  up  and  rationed,  and  under  m;irch- 
ing  orders;  had  not  moved  when  our  informants  left,  but  were  to  move 
during  the  night.  Cooke's  brigade,  of  Heth's  division,  was'  to  have 
relieved  Lane's  yesterday,  but  got  into  a  tight  with  our  cavalry,  and 
could  not  relieve  it;  are  mining  on  the  line  occupied  by  Seventh  North 
Carolina,  Lane's  brigade,  informants  say,  to  blow  us  up.  This  is  on 
the  extreme  right  of  their  line  of  infantry  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Davis'  house  (burned)  on  Weldoii  railroad. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 

(Forwarded  to  General  War.  en.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  18(i-i.     (Sent  IO.L'5  a.  in.) 

General  HUMPHREYS: 

Negro  came  down  Appomattox  River  from  Petersburg  to  our  lines  in 
a  boat  this  a.  in.:  left  the  Chesterfield  side  at  4  o'clock  this  morning; 
says  no  troops  crossed  the  river  yesterday  or  last  night;  only  knows  of 
one  regiment  having  gone  to  Chartin's  Bluft'.  a  -North  Carolina  regiment 
doing  provost  duty  on  the  Chesterfield  side.  Night  before  last  troops 
took  South  Side  Railroad  for  Lynchburg;  a  brigade  or  more  went, 
and  more  were  said  to  be  going;  were  troops  that  had  been  in  reserve. 

NOTE. — Either  Field's  or  Hoke's  divisions. 
Respectfully, 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 

P.  S. — Beauregard  has  gone  to  Georgia,  and  Longstreet  is  at  Pick- 
ett's  headquarters,  near  Chester.  This  negro  came  from  General  Han 
cock's. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1861. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  Prisoners  from  Gregg1  represent  Duuovant's  and  Young's 
brigades,  of  Butler's  division  of  cavaky.  Fifteen  have  been  sent  in. 
Refugees  corroborate  the  movement  of  Rosser's  brigade  of  cavalry  on 
Monday;  supposed  to  Early.  Pontoon  bridges  to  the  number  of  five 
or  six  have  lately  been  placed  over  the  Appomattox  River  above 
Petersburg  at  intervals  for  three  or  four  miles,  understood  by  refugees 
to  facilitate  the  falling  back  to  a  new  line  about  three  miles  to  the  rear 
of  the  river.  Xo  definite  information  of  the  movement  of  infantry  up 
to  last  evening.  Troops  have  undoubtedly  been  sent  off  to  some  point 
011  the  South  Side  Railroad  the  early  part  of  this  week. 
Respectfully, 

J.  C.  BABCOCK. 

P.  S. — One  refugee  reports  the  movement  of  the  commissary  stores 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox. 
(Forwarded  to  General  Grant  at  1  p.  in.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864. 
Col.  G.  H.  SHARPE,  City  Point: 

Rosser's  brigade  of  cavalry  went  to  Early  on  Monday  night  last.  On 
night  before  last  troops  were  sent  to  Lynchburg  via  South  Side  Rail 
road;  don't  know  what  nor  how  many,  but  think  from  Hoke's  or 
Field's  divisions.  Xo  troops  moved  from  this  side  of  Appomattox  last 
night,  if  the  statement  of  a  negro  who  left  Petersburg  this  morning  ;it 
4  o'clock  can  be  relied  on.  Wilcox's  division  was  under  marching 
orders  last  night,  and  packed  and  rationed  lor  a  inarch.  If  they  have 
not  crossed  the  Appomattox  may  have  gone  to  our  right  or  taken 
South  Side  Railroad  to  Lynchburg.  Longstreet  is  at  Chester,  at  Gen 
eral  Pickett's  headquarters;  Beauregard  gone  to  Georgia. 

J.  C.  B[ABOOOK]. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  30,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Mai.  B.  F.  FISHER  : 

There  appear  to  be  but  few  troops  of  the  enemy  visible  behind  their 
works  and  only  a  few  camp- fires  are  seen.  Cannot  make  correct  obser 
vations  owing  to  the  dark  and  smoky  atmosphere.  Will  make  another 
report  this  a.  111.  if  it  gets  more  clear. 

H.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


FRIEND'S  HOUSE  STATION, 

September  30,  1864 — 7.30  a.  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

No  change  in  enemy's  camps  this  a.  m.     A  train  of  thirty  ambulances 
crossed  upon  space  west  by  southwest  of  city  going  to  our  left. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 
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SEPTEMBER  30,  1SG4— 0  a,  m. 
Major  FISHER: 

Sergeant  Jordan  reports  that  he  can  see  very  few  men  around  any 
of  the  enemy's  ramps.  Four  wall-tents  visible  on  Richmond  pike  to 
left  of  Whitehead's  house  have  disappeared. 

P.  A.  TAYLOR, 
Captain  and  Chief  tiiynal  Officer. 


PLANK  ROAD  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  30,  18(j-t — 9.40  a.  m. 
Ma|.  B.  F.  FISHER: 

The  enemy's  sharpshooters  are  driving  my  man  off  the  tree.  When 
ever  a  man  gets  as  high  as  the  second  ladder  they  fire  at  him.  One 
bullet  went  under  his  arm,  but  did  not  injure  him.  The  men  have  at 
tempted  to  go  to  the  glass  several  times,  and  no  sooner  does  he  get  a 
certain  height  than  they  send  half  a  dozen  bullets  after  him,  all  pass 
ing  withiii  two  feet,  and  close  to  his  body. 

II.  W.  FULTON, 

Sergeant. 


SEPTEMBER  30,  1804—2.30  p.  in. 
Major  FISHER. 

Chief  Signal  Officer: 

An  infantry  camp  and  wagon  park  in  western  suburbs  of  city  has 
disappeared.  A  train  of  about  forty  wagons  has  just  moved  over  road 
to  west  of  city  going  south. 

JORDAN, 

Sergeant. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

No.  2(>4.  )  September  30,  186  L 

**#**** 

2.  The  Two  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  having  re 
ported  to  the-niajor-general  commanding,  is  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  which  it  will  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 

.'}.  The  One  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
having  reported  to  the  major-general  commanding,  is  assigned  to  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  which  it  will  proceed  to  join  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable. 

######* 

5.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Division  will  relieve 
as  soon  as  practicable  the  detachments  of  the  First  Vermont  and  Third 
New  Jersey  Cavalry  now  serving  with  the  Second  and  Ninth  Corps, 
respectively,  by  companies  of  cavalry  of  not  less  than  fifty  privates 
each,  and  the  detachments  of  the  First  Vermont  and  Third  New  Jersey 
Cavalry  on  being  so  relieved  will  proceed  to  join  their  regiments  serving 
in  the  Middle  Military  Division.  The  quartermaster's  department  will 
furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

<).  The  battalion  of  the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  Volunteers  to 
remain  in  service  after  the  discharge  of  the  regiment  will,  on  the  de- 
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parture  of  the  regiment  from  City  Point,  October  o,  to  be  mustered  out 
of  service,  report  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Meade: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Acljtitant-  Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,  September  30,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  BENHAM, 

Commanding  Engineer  Brigade,  <fcc.  : 

I  inclose  dispatch*  from  General  Meade  for  your  information.  You 
will  at  once  place  strong  pickets  of  infantry  on  the  Old  Court-House 
road  and  watch  it  closely.  Should  you  require  any  cavalry  to  assist  in 
the  picket  duty,  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  at  these  headquarters,  will  be 
placed  at  your  disposal.  Please  return  the  dispatch  by  the  orderly. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

E.  S.  PARKER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  186-1 — 12.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  /Second  Corps: 

Have  your  command  prepared  to  move  at  short  notice   at  any  time 
during  the  day  after  8  o'clock. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 
September  30,  1861 — 8  a.  m.     (Received  8.10  a.  m.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

I  send  a  contraband  who  left  Petersburg  at  4  this  morning.  He 
says  day  before  yesterday  some  troops  left  Petersburg  for  Lynchburg 
by  South  Side  road.  Yesterday  he  understood  Heth's  division,  or 
some  of  it,  moved  to  Chaffin's.  Last  night  he  heard  troops  moving  in 
same  direction.  Says  no  train  was  allowed  to  go  to  Richmond  yester- 
day,-except  a  troop  train  in  the  morning. 

WIXF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major -Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1861.     (Sent  8.30  a.  m.) 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps : 

Was  anything  observed  by  the  pickets  or  troops  last  night  and  this 
morning  indicating  the  withdrawal  of  any  material  portion  of  the 
enemy  from  the  iutrenchments  during  the  night1? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major-General  and  Chief  <>f  Stall'. 

*  See  Meade  to  Grunt,  2.L'5  p.  m.,  p.  111}). 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMV  CORPS, 
September  ,W,  1864 — $.15  a.  m.     (Received  S.L'U  a.  in.) 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

The  morning  reports  are  not  yet  all  in.  If  anything  special  had 
occurred,  however,  I  think  it  would  have  been  reported.  Nothing  was 
observed  oil  General  Gibbon's  froiit.  Will  telegraph  you  again  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour,  when  the  remaining  reports  arrive.  The 
negro  I  sent  up  states  that  he  saw  troops  along  the  river  in  both  their 
first  and  second  lines. 

\VINF'!)  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1&(>'-L 
General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  material  change  in  enemy's  line  on 
my  front  during  the  night.  Just  before  dark  the  enemy  opened  on  Fort 
Sedgwick  from  a  new  Ooehorn  mortar  battery  in  the  work  just  oppo 
site.  I  placed  six  Coehorns  in  Battery  L'O  to  reply. 

WINF'D  is.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  ,-J(>,  1864 — 2.:iO  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

General  Gregg  has  moved  out  the  Vaughan  road  to  within  two  miles 
of  the  Kowauty.  So  far  as  he  can  ascertain,  Hampton,  with  two  divis 
ions,  fell  back  over  the  Rowanty  last  night,  and  at  present  he  does  not 
know  what  II.  is  about.  He  may  undertake  a  dash  up  the  plank  road. 
This  is  watched  by  a  regiment  of  cavalry  that  can  give  notice  of  his 
approach  but  not  resist  him.  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to 
keep  a  lookout  for  the  plank  road,  so  as  to  meet  such  a  movement  if 
attempted.  Some  infantry,  with  cavalry  lookouts,  were  sent  from  engi 
neer  and  other  troops  about  headquarters  to  Prince  George  Court- 
House  and  to  fort  on  Norfolk  railroad. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864.     (Received  4.05  p.  m.) 

General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  was  received  at  3.40.  I  have  made  some  disposition 
to  meet  the  contingency  you  mentioned.  Have  the  troops  [thatj  occu 
pied  the  line  between  Fort  Alexander  Hays  and  Fort  Davis  been 
moved f  If  any  such  force  as  the  division  of  cavalry  come  on  the  left 
I  should  hardly  be  able  to  concentrate  a  force  rapidly  enough  to  occupy 
a  sufficient  length  of  the  rear  line  against  them.  In  case  of  necessity, 
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the  force  between  Fort  Davis  and  Fort  Alexander  Hays  could  more 
promptly  occupy  the  line  than  any  other.  1  have  sent  a  regiment  of 
Mott's  out  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  ready  to  follow;  alsc  a  section 
of  artillery  to  the  Williams  house. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS. 

September  30,  18(1  i. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS: 

What  troops  has  Colonel  Collis  available  at  headquarters?  What 
number  have  been  sent  to  Prince  George  and  to  the  ibrt  on  the  Norfolk 
railroad. 

WINF'D  S.  HANCOCK, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 

September  30,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m.     (Sent  5.10  p.  in.) 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

All  of  Colonel  Collis'  troops  that  are  available,  some  230  men,  went 
to  Prince  George  Court-House  this  morning.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Spaulding's  engineer  troops  were  also  sent 
this  morning  to  the  redoubt  on  the  Norfolk  railroad.  Lieutenant-Col 
onel  Spaulding  has  250  men  remaining  in  cam]),  and  there  are  about  150 
regular  engineer  troops  here.  Detachments  of  cavalry  were  sent  to 
Prince  George  Court-House  and  also  to  the  redoubt  on  the  Norfolk 
railroad. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 6.50  p.  m.     (Sent  7.30  p.  111.) 
General  W.  S.  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps  : 

Instructions  will  at  once  be  given  to  have  your  wishes  respecting  the 
cavalry  vedettes  of  Colonel  Collis'  command  complied  with. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  ]864 — 11.50  p.  m. 
Major-General  HANCOCK, 

Commanding  Second  Corps: 

General  Butler  has  Hoke's  and  Field's  divisions  and  part  of  Pickett's 
on  the  north  of  the  James.  We  had  two  of  Hill's  divisions  attacking 
our  left  this  afternoon.  This  leaves  but  two  divisions  of  Lee's  army  to 
hold  his  line  south  of  the  Appomattox.  The  commanding  general  will 
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probably  require  one  of  your  divisions  to-morrow,  and  directs  that  you 
draw  out  one  of  your  divisions  from  the  intrenchments  to-night.  It 
may  be  held  as  reserve  for  your  line  until  necessity  compels  the  com 
manding'  general  to  call  for  it. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  30,  186  i. 

Division  commanders  and  commander  of  the  Artillery  Brigade  will 
have  the  troops  under  arms  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow,  October  1,  18G4. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Hancock: 

II.  H.  BINGHAM, 
Major,  Judge- Advocate  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  .W,  1864. 
Ma].  H.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Corps: 
MAJOR:  About  9.30  p.  in.  yesterday  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  of  mus 
ketry  and  a  few  mortar  shells  on  our  right.  It  was  replied  to  by  a  few 
shots  from  the  artillery  and  soon  ceased.  It  is  reported  that  troops 
appeared  to  be  moving  in  the  enemy's  works  yesterday  in  front  of  our 
right.  All  quiet  on  the  rest  of  the  line  except  a  few  shots  tired  by  a 
new  mortar  battery  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  Fort  Sedgwick.  For  the 
purpose  of  replying  to  this  tire  a  battery  of  four  Coehorn  mortars, 
under  command  of  Captain  Hamlink,  of  Company  D,  Fourth  New 
York  Artillery,  was  placed  in  position  in  Battery  No.  20  last  night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  HAZARD, 

Major,  Commanding, 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY  BRIGADE,  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864. 
Capt.  W.  A.  HARN, 

Commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  Sixth  Corps: 

CAPTAIN:  The  major  commanding  instructs  me  to  inform  you  that 
he  directs  you  to  withdraw  the  Vermont  battery  (the  one  you  last  put 
in)  from  Fort  Sedgwick  and  to  put  it  in  Battery  No.  17  to-night. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

-.-rrrr-  U.  D.   EDDY, 

\  ±--'-* Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
' 


**  -      HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 
<? /,  *  .^   ^  ~^\-^  September  30,  186 i. 

Brigadier-General  MltfcESjVA  i*  C  ^-"^^ 
Commanding  Fi rsF^&iJtmt<m : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  desires  you  to  send  two 
regiments  infantry  to  a  point  between  the  A  very  house  and  these 
headquarters.  The  enemy's  cavalry  fell  back  from  General  Warren's 
left  last  night  behind  Kowanty  Creek  and  General  Meade  expresses 
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the  opinion  that  they  may  intend  a  dash  up  the  plank  road,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  have  troops  to  meet  such  a  contingency.  In  case  of  firing 
down  the  plank  road  or  Norfolk  road,  you  will  please  send  the  rest  of 
your  reserve  regiments  to  the  point  indicated  above  and  commence 
thinning  out  your  line  so  as  to  get  your  reserve  available,  holding  your 
front  line  with  the  inclosed  works  and  batteries  now  garrisoned  only, 
or  with  the  aid  of  these  works  and  a  skirmish  line  in  the  connecting 
pits. 

Respectfully, 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Ac. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 3.40  p.  m. 
Major-General  MOTT, 

Commanding  Third  Division  : 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  wishes  you  to  send  a 
regiment  of  infantry  to  occupy  the  advanced  work  on  the  plank  road 
on  the  rear  line  to  the  left  of  the  Williams  house.  A  battery  of 
artillery  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  out  at  once  and  occupy  the  works 
in  case  of  attack.  If  the  enemy  appear  in  that  direction,  General  Han 
cock  wishes  you  to  move  out  the  balance  of  the  brigade  and  commence 
the  withdrawal  of  such  regiments  from  the  front  line  as  can  be  easiest 
withdrawn. 

Very  respectfully. 

C.  H.  MORGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Ac. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 12.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  to  have  your  command  ready  to  move 
at  8  a.  m. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

(Same  to  Major-General  Parke.) 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 7.25  a.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

Am  I  to  move  at  8  o'clock  without  farther  orders  f 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864.     (Sent  7.38  a.  in.) 

Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

You  are  not  to  move  without  further  orders. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  .:>v),  1864 — *.50  a.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-genera!  commanding  directs  that  you  move  out  past  Pop 
lar  Spring  Church  and  endeavor  to  secure  the  intersection  of  the  Squir 
rel  Level  road,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  gain  a  position  on  the  right  of  the 
enemy.  General  Parke  will  follow  and  support  you  and  also  try  to  open 
a  route  across  the  swamp  below  Poplar  Spring  Church  so  as  to  reach 
Miss  Pegraiu's.  Gregg  will  be  directed  to  move  out  to  Wilkinson's. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -Gen  em  I  and  Chief  of  Muff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Poplar  Spring  Church,  September  :•)(),  1864 — 11  a.  in. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  got  General  Griffin's  division  at  this  point  and 
drawn  the  tire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  A  heavy  piece  of  wood  inter 
venes  between  this  place  and  them,  and  I  can  see  nothing  myself.  I 
am  widening  out  the  road  and  getting  my  command  up  and  in  order. 
I  shall  let  General  Parke  pass  General  Ayres,  who  will  guard  our 
right,  and  let  General  Pfarke]  endeavor  to  pass  around  the  enemy's 
right,  if  he  desires,  while  I  operate  against  his  position  near  here. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major- General. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

/September  30,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN,  Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

General  Ferrero  is  directed  to  extend  his  line  from  Fort  Howard  to 
Fort  Wadsworth  and  relieve  a  brigade  of  Crawford's,  which  will  be  held 
in  reserve  for  exigencies.  I  suppose  you  will  keep  up  some  connection 
with  the  Weldon  railroad.  Is  there  not  a  road  or  route  direct  from 
Fort  Wadsworth  to  Poplar  Spring  Church  that  can  be  opened  and 
used  ? 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Griftin  has  just  carried  the  intrenchments  on  Peebles'  farm 
in  splendid  style.     Our  loss  not  very  great.     The  breast-works  were 
defended  by  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  we  have  taken  a  number  of 
prisoners.     1  send  you  to-day's  rebel  paper. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 

1.45  p.  M. 

Your  dispatch  just  received.     You  can  take  straight  across  the  fields 
from  Fort  Wadsworth  to  the  Vaughan  load. 

G.  K.  W. 
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HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  18(1-1 — 2.20  p.  m. 
General  HUMPHREYS: 

GENERAL:  The  charge  by  Griffin  is  one  of  the  boldest  I  ever  saw. 
His  line  passed  full  GOO  yards  over  a  clear  field  defended  by  infantry 
against  a  parapet  flanked  by  an  inclosed  redoubt.  One  gnu  was  cap 
tured.  We  lost  Colonel  Welch,  killed  on  the  breast-work  of  the 
redoubt.  I  will  push  up  as  fast  as  I  can  get  my  troops  in  order  toward 
Petersburg  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road.  Parke  is  extending  to  the  left. 
I  would  like  to  call  up  all  Ayres'  command  and  have  his  last  brigade 
escort  three  batteries.  Cannot  General  Bragg  establish  a  picket  from 
theVaughau  road  along  the  road  we  traveled  to  Poplar  Spring  Church? 
If  so,  please  direct  it. 
Respectfully. 

G.  K.  WARREX, 

Major- General. 


PEEBLES'  FORT,  September  30,  18(14 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

GENERAL:  The  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  General  Griffin's  divis 
ion,  nas  taken  the  redoubt  at  W.  Davis'.  Ayres'  skirmish  line  might 
be  forced  forward  to  connect  there;  then  our  line  would  be  complete. 
General  Parke  is  going  to  push  straight  for  the  pike  northwest  from 
here,  striking  near  A.  Boisseau's.  Roebling  just  tells  me  our  skirmish 
line  now  connects  with  Ayres'  skirmish  line  near  the  W.  Davis  (house). 
General  Bragg  need  not  establish  any  picket  to  connect  at  Poplar 
Spring  Church. 

Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 6'  p.m. 
General  S.  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

We  have  carried  the  enemy's  works  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  cap 
turing  1  gun,  7  officers,  and  52  men.  At  last  accounts  our  troops  were 
advancing  toward  Petersburg.  Griffin's  division  charged  the  works. 
Col.  Norval  E.  Welch,  commanding  Sixteenth  Michigan  Veteran  Vol 
unteers,  was  killed  on  parapet  of  the  redoubt. 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  occupy  the  intrench- 
ments  taken  from  the  enemy  to-day,  your  left  holding  the  redoubt  in 
Peebles'  field  and  your  right  connecting  with  your  works  on  the  Wei- 
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don  railroad.  Your  line  will  leave  the  intrenchments  at  the  most  suit 
able  point  for  making  an  effective  communication  between  the  VVeldon 
railroad  and  the  right  of  your  troops  in  the  Held.  You  will  intrench. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-general  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1804 — 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  HUMPHREYS  : 

GENERAL:  Beside  the  line  assault  of  the  intrenchments  by  General 
Griffin  to-day,  of  which  I  have  already  spoken,  1  cannot  omit  to  men 
tion  officially  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  advanced  and  met  the 
enemy's  attack  this  evening  and  the  steadiness  with  which  his  excellent 
division  received  the  enemy's  fire  and  poured  in  their  own,  effectually 
checking  their  most  persistent  efforts  to  advance. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  US  01 — 11.15  p.  in.     (Sent  12  midnight.) 
Major-General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  out  a  strong 
reconnaissance  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  you  advance  your  pickets  well  out  at  the  same  time. 
General  Parke  is  similarly  directed.  General  Gregg  is  ordered  to  move 
out  the  Miss  Pegram  road  for  reconnaissance. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 
Globe  Tarern.  September  30,  1861 — 12.15  p.  in. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  PARKER, 

Headquarters  Lieutenant- General  Grant  : 

General  Warren  is  now  at  Poplar  Grove  Church;  has  drawn  the 
enemy's  tire,  developing  their  force.  He  is  trying  to  advance  still. 
General  Parke  is  trying  to  go  around  Warren's  left.  General  Gregg  is 
still  farther  to  the  left  on  the  Vaughan  road  but  has  a  very  heavy  force 
in  his  front.  Signal  officers  report  a  massing  of  troops,  infantry  and 
artillery,  on  our  left. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  30,  1861 — 2.10 p.  in. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

General  Warren  has  carried  enemy's  line,  taken  some  prisoners,  num 
ber  not  known.  We  have  a  Petersburg  paper  of  30th.  No  news  from 
Georgia.  Forrest  said  to  have  taken  Sulphur  Springs  with  £00  pris- 
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oners.  Enemy  claims  to  have  ambuscaded  a  brigade  of  Sheridan's 
cavalry  at  Swift  Run  Gap  and  destroyed  them.  Xo  official  confirma 
tion.  But  little  said  of  yesterday's  tight.  I  will  bring  in  the  paper. 
Expect  to  leave  here  at  5  p.  m.  Early  was  to  attack  Sheridan  on  28th 
at  Mount  Sidney. 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aide-dc-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864. 
Major-Geiieral  WARREN: 

GENERAL:  General  Meade  has  ordered  a  regiment,  900  strong,  to 
report  here  for  our  corps  by  special  train.  I  learned  this  a  short  time 
since. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRED.  T.  LOCKE, 
Assistan  t  A  djutait  t-  Genera  I. 


FIFTH  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION, 
Weldon  Railroad,  September  30,  1864 — 11.15  «.  »i. 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

The  enemy  have  struck  tents  in  their  works  north  10  degrees  west 
of  the  station,  and   have  moved  a   column  of  infantry,  about  1,000 
strong,  toward  our  left.     They  have    also   withdrawn  their  vedettes 
from  the  Davis  house  chimneys  on  the  Halifax  road. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE. 
First  Lieutenant,  tiiynal  Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 


FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  30,  1864 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Colonel  LOCKE  : 

The  enemy  have  reformed  their  skirmish  line.     It  now  runs  almost 
due  south  and  west  and  is  south  of  the  W.  Davis  house.     A  line  of  cav 
alry  vedettes  has  formed  in  front  of  the  infantry  here. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE. 


FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION, 

/September  30,  1864. 

Colonel  LOCKE: 

Can  see  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road.  They  have  put 
a  light  brass  gun  in  position  and  have  a  squadron  of  cavalry  support 
ing  it  in  the  road.  The  enemy's  infantry  picket-line  in  front  of  the  VV. 
Davis  house  are  going  to  the  right.  The  gun  above-mentioned  has 
limbered  up  and  moved  to  the  right. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE. 

Signal   Officer. 
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FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION, 
September  30,  1864 — /  p.  in.     (Received  4.30  p.  in.) 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

About  300  enemy's  infantry  advanced  from. their  main  line  of  works 
north  of  station  and  filed  into  works  south  of  W.  Davis'  house. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  CLARKE. 
First  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  8.  Army. 


FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS  SIGNAL  STATION, 

September  30,  1864 — 8.45  p.  m. 
Colonel  LOCKE: 

I  can  see  camp-fires  of  the  enemy  north  of  station.     They  extend 
from  1'2  decrees  northwest  to  i?5  degrees  northeast  and  grow  fainter  at 
each  extremity.     They  are  between  the  two  lines  of  works. 
Respectfully, 

GKO.  J.  CLARKE. 

Signal  Officer. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 2.30  a.  in. 

The  troops  of  this  command  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  8  o'clock 
this  morning,  instead  of  5.30,  as  previously  ordered. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Warren : 

A.  S.  MARVIN.  JR., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 3.30  p.  m. 
General  CRAWFORD: 

Our  skirmish-line  now  connects  with  Ayrcs'.     Keep  Bragg  in  reserve. 
1  shall  probably  let  you  have  Hofuiann  back  after  this  evening. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.. WARREN, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 'J  p.  m. 
General  CRAWFORD  : 

1  wish  you  to  send  General  Bragg's  brigade  out  to  the  Flowers  house 
very  early  in  the  morning,  to  start  at  ~>  a.  in.  at  least,  so  as  to  be  on  the 
ground  at  the  earliest  dawn.  I  have  sent  on  two  batteries  to  help  him, 
and  Captain  Cope  to  assist  him.  in  establishing  a  line  across  the  road 
and  running  to  the  woods  and  then  to  carefully  push  a  skirmish-line 
a  little  north  of  west,  to  connect  with  General  Ayres  at  the  Chappell 
house.  Let  him  put  up  breast- works.  If  any  new  regiments  arrive  for 
us  keep  them  with  you.  The  Fifth  Corps  has  done  splendidly  to-day; 
principally  Griffin. 
Respectfully, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 

Major-  General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION, 

September  30,  l$6-i. 

General  WARREN, 

Commanding  Corps: 

GENERAL:  Everything  is  quiet  thus  far.  A  regiment,  "GO  strong, 
under  Colonel  Sergeant  has  reported.  I  have  ordered  them  to  the 
intrenchinents  on  the  right  of  Fort  Wadsworth.  Bragg  is  in  reserve. 
Another  regiment,  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fifth  Xew  York,  800 
strong,  will  report  to-night.  There  have  been  some  rumors  of  a  cavalry 
movement  near  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  but  a  dispatch  from  Hancock 
says  he  knows  nothing  of  it  yet.  Captain  Howell  has  just  returned 
from  General  Gregg.  He  is  where  the  Vaughan  road  crosses  Hatcher's 
Creek,  and  he  holds  and  extends  up  the  Telegraph  road.  He  has  had 
no  force  of  any  extent  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  him.  What  was  there 
was  driven  south  of  Hatcher's  Creek. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEFENSES  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  30,  18(ii. 

Major-General  HANCOCK  : 

GENERAL:  Our  line  crossed  the  Squirrel  Level  road  and  proceeded 
toward  the  Boydton  plank  road.     At  Pegrani's  the  enemy  threw  him 
self  on  our  left  flank  and  was,  for  a  moment,  successful.     lie  was  sub 
sequeutly  driven  back.     Our  line  advanced  until  dark.     General  Meadc 
is  still  at  the  front. 

S.  W.  CRAWFOKD, 

Brigadier-  Utneral. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  18(>-1. 

Major-General  HANCOCK: 

Warren  has  carried  the  first  line  of  works  on  the  Squirrel  Level  road 
beyond  Poplar  Spring  Church.  One  gun  and  caisson  were  taken.  He 
is  advancing  toward  the  Boydtou  road.  Parke  is  on  his  left.  Sixty 
prisoners  were  captured. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Brigadier-  General. 


PROVIDENCE.  September  SO,  18H-L 

Lieutenant-General  GRANT  : 

Dispatch  received  and  the  members  of  my  staff  will  be  ordered  back 
at  once.     Some  have  gone. 

A.  E.  BURXSIDE, 

Major- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

City  Point,  September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Army  Corps: 

The  lieutenant-general  desires  that  you  send  Colonel  Humphrey 
down  here  to-night.  The  general  wishes  to  assign  him  to  the  command 
of  a  division  in  Eighteenth  Corps  in  place  of  Stannard,  wounded  to-day. 
He  will  give  him  back  to  you  again.  I  think  he  will  be  a  fine  man  for 
the  division,  will  he  not  ? 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  186-1—9  a.  m.    (Received  9.20  a.  m.) 

Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

General  Warren  is  ordered  to  move  out  the  Poplar  Spring  Church 
road  and  endeavor  to  secure  the  intersection  of  the  Squirrel  Level 
road.  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  move  out  after  and 
co-operate  with  him  in  endeavoring  to  secure  a  position  on  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  position.  Try  to  open  a  route  across  the  swamp  to  vicinity 
of  Miss  Pegram's,  below  Poplar  Spring  Church,  and  take  post  on 
Warren's  left.  Gregg  will  be  directed  to  move  out  to  Wilkinson's. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  CORPS, 
Poplar  Spring  Church,  September  30,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

General  MEADE: 

I  am  now  close  up  with  Warren.     Am  cutting  a  road  from  Smith's 
to  the  westward,  pressing  to  the  south  of  Warren.     Warren  has  just 
advanced,  and  I  am  ready  to  support  him,  if  necessary. 
Yours, 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 7.45  p.  m. 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  occupy  the  intrench- 
ments  taken  from  the  enemy  to-day,  your  right  on  the  redoubt  in 
Peebles'  field  and  the  left  on  the  swamp.  You  should  hold  across  the 
road  running  past  Peebles'  toward  J.  Hawks' or  J.  Smith's  and  intrench. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major -General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
72  R  R — VOL  XLII,  PT  ii 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  1864—11.15  p.  m.     (Sent  12  midnight.) 
Major-General  PARKE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Corps: 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  send  out  a  strong 
reconnaissance  at  daylight  to-morrow  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  you  advance  your  pickets  well  out  at  the  same 
time.  General  Warren  is  similarly  directed.  General  Gregg  is  ordered 
to  move  out  the  Miss  Pcgrain  road  to-morrow  at  daylight  for  reconnais 
sance  and  to  communicate  with  you  and  co-operate  so  far  as  may  be 
necessary. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  WARREN  : 

I  have  been  ordered  to  move  at  8  o'clock.     Would  like  to  know 
whether  you  are  moving  or  expect  further  orders  before  starting! 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  NINTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864. 
General  WARREN: 

1  will  hold  on  here  until  I  hear  further  from  General  Meade.     Please 
let  me  know  when  vou  receive  orders  to  move,  so  that  1  may  join  you. 

JNO.  G.  PARKE, 

Major- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  IST  BRIG.,  IST  Div.,  DTH  A.  C., 

No.  12.  }  Near  Petersburg,  Va.,  September  30,  1864. 

I.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  division  headquarters,  dated  Sep 
tember  .30,  1804.  I  hereby  assume  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps,  Col.  B.  C.  Christ,  Fiftieth  Pennsylvania 
Veteran  Volunteers,  commanding,  having  been  mustered  out  of  the 
U.  S.  service. 

SAMUEL  HARRIMAN, 
Colonel  Thirty-seventh   Wisconsin  Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS  DEFENSES  FIFTH  CORPS, 

September  30,  186-1. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  Ninth  Corps: 

GENERAL:  The  Two  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  is  now  occu 
pying  the  works  from  Fort  Wadsworth  to  the  right.  If  your  line  is 
too  thin  you  may  move  to  the  right,  but  let  me  know  before  moving. 
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Our  forces  have  advanced  to  the  Pegram  house.  Another  regiment, 
MM)  strong,  will  arrive  to-night.  Look  out  for  the  left  of  your  line  to 
night  and  report  anything  that  is  unusual. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — In  case  of  necessity  apply  to  Brigadier-General   Bragg   for 
relief. 

S.  W.  C. 


HEADQUARTERS  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1861 — 12.30  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  FERRERO, 

Comdg.  Division,  at  General  Parkas  Hdqrs.,  Jones'  House: 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  extend  your  line 
from  Fort  Howard  to  Fort  Wadsworth,  relieving  the  brigade  ot  Gen 
eral  Crawford's  division  now  in  the  intrenchinents  between  those  re 
doubts.  You  will  receive  your  orders  from  General  Crawford,  who  is 
at  General  Warren's  headquarters  on  the  Weldon  railroad.  Report  to 
him  where  you  are  and  how  reached. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 12.15  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Co  m  m  a  n  d  i  n  <j  ( 'a  m  Iry : 
(Through  Headquarters  Fifth  Corps.) 

You  need  not  have  your  command  ready  to  move  before  8  o'clock  in 
the  morning. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  CAVAJLRY  CORPS, 
September  30,  186-1 — 8.45  a.  m.     (Received  9.00  a.  m.) 
Miijor-General  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff: 

All  quiet  during  the  night.  The  enemy's  pickets  are  directly  in 
front  of  mine  on  the  Reams'  Station  and  YVyatt  and  the  cross-road  to 
the  Vaughan  road. 

D.  MoM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 9  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  out  to  Wilkin 
son's,  on  the  Vaughan  road.     General  Warren  is  directed  to  endeavor 
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to  occupy  the  intersection  of  Squirrel  Level  road  with  Poplar  Spring 
Church  road,  and  General  Parke  to  try  and  open  a  route  across  below 
Poplar  Spring  Church  to  Miss  Pegrani's. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS. 

September  30,  1861—12.10  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff]  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  am  on  the  Vaughan  road.    The  enemy  made  some  op 
position  to  my  advance.     In  the  affair  last  evening  General  Hampton 
commanded.     Generals  W.  H.  F.  Lee  and  Butler  were  present.     The 
enemy  moved  back  after  dark  in  the  direction  of  the  Rowauty. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier -General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENERAL:  I  left  one  strong  regiment  on  the  plank  road  to  watch 
that  road  and  toward  Reams'  Station.  The  pickets  fell  back  to  the 
Rowanty,  and  I  cannot  discover  that  Hampton's  force  has  moved 
north  of  that  stream.  There  are  several  roads  on  my  left,  to  hold  which 
and  toward  Reams'  Station  requires  considerable  expenditure  of  my 
command. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 4.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  up  a  brigade 
by  the  route  you  followed  yesterday,  communicate  with  General  Parke, 
and  look  out  for  his  left,  and  endeavor  to  get  on  the  Boydton  plank 
road.  General  Parke  is  moving  out  northwest  from  Peebles'  to  strike 
the  plank  road  about  A.  Boisseau's.  You  can  send  back  and  bring  up 
forage  to-night. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS. 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 5.20  o'clock. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  Hie  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  sent  General  Davies'  brigade  (which  was  at  once 
available)  to  carry  out  your  instructions  on  General  Parke's  left.     The 
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regiment  sent  to  Miss  Pegram's  to  report  to  General  Warren  belongs 
to  my  remaining  brigade.  As  General  Davies  will  be  in  the  same 
vicinity  I  would  like  to  Lave  this  regiment  relieved,  as  the  brigade  to 
which  it  belongs  is  mostly  engaged  picketing.  I  hear  tiring  in  the 
direction  General  Davies  has  advanced,  so  that  probably  his  arrival 
will  be  delayed. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 

Brigadier-  Gen  era  I. 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

September  30,  1864 — 8.15  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  GREGG,  Commanding  Cavalry  : 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  withdraw  the  bri 
gade  you  sent  up  the  road  toward  the  Boydton  plank  road  past  Miss 
Pegraui's,  directing  a  regiment  to  report  to  General  Parke,  commanding 
Ninth  Corps.  General  Parke  holds  part  of  the  intrenchinents  taken 
from  the  enemy  in  Peebles'  field,  General  Warren  making  the  connec 
tion  with  the  Weldon  railroad.  General  Parke  will  probably  wish  the 
regiment  to  hold  the  cross-roads  at  or  near  the  house  marked  "J. 
Hawks  "  on  the  ma]).  Have  you  any  information  of  the  whereabouts 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ?  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  remain 
where  you  Avere  this  morning — that  is,  at  Davis'. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major  (reneral  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Bring  up  such  supplies  as  you  require. 

A.  A.  H. 


HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DIVISION,  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  8taff,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

GENERAL:  Just  before  dark  this  evening  the  enemy's  cavalry  made 
a  demonstration  against  my  regiment  toward  Reams'  Station,  and  also 
on  a  road  running  south  from  near  Wyatt's.  General  Davies  found 
the  enemy  with  artillery  near  the  crossing  of  the  Rowanty.  I  cannot 
discover  where  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry  is.  I  have  not  had  a 
report  from  General  Davies  for  some  time,  but  presume  he  is  at  Miss 
Pegram's.  He  will  not  get  back  with  his  brigade,  I  fear,  for  several 
hours,  as  he  will  have  established  his  line  before  the  order  for  his 
return  can  reach  him.  A  portion  of  the  remaining  brigade  is  on  tlie 
Vaughan  road. 

Respectfully, 

D.  McM.  GREGG, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 
September  30,  186-1—11.50  p.  m.     (Sent  12  midnight.) 
Brigadier-General  GREGG,  Comdg.  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

(Through  headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps.) 

The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  move  out  with  your 
command  to-morrow  at  daylight  on  the  road  on  which  the  Boisseaus 
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live,  according  to  the  map,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
You  will  communicate  with  General  Parke,  whose  position  I  have 
informed  you  of,  and  co-operate  in  reconnaissance  with  him. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 
Junction  of  Varina  and  Xew  Market  Roads, 

In  the  Field,  September  30,  IM-i. 
Lieuteuant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

A  refugee  from  Richmond,  wlio  has  been  identified  by  one  of  my 
agents,  states  that  great  excitement  exists  in  Richmond,  and  that  the 
people  talk  among  themselves  of  endeavoring  to  have  the  authorities 
evacuate  the  city  if  possible.  To  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  infor 
mation  no  troops  arrived  in  the  city  from  Petersburg  or  otherwise  up 
to  10  p.  m.  yesterday. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- Genera L  Comma ndina. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1SGL 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Indications  are  that  not  more  than  one  division  of  troops  have  been 
moved  from  Petersburg.  Reconnaissances  might  be  made  toward  th« 
Charles  City  road,  and  preparations  made  to  move  out  that  way  in  a 
day  or  two  if  thought  advisable,  breaking  for  a  time  all  connection 
with  the  river.  I  do  not  say  this  will  be  advisable,  but  get  such 
information  as  you  can  about  roads,  &c.  Meade  has  moved  on  the 
south  with  two  divisions,  and  sent  two  more  farther  east  to  try  and 
flank  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  anything  is  reported  I  will  inform  yon. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Deep  Bottom  : 

Has  anything  been  heard  of  Kautz  this  morning  ?     I  begin  to  feel 
some  uneasiness  about  him. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 
Junction  of  Varina  and  New  Market  Roads, 

September  30,  1864 — 3  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

Kautz  has  returned  and  is  picketing  on  our  right  from  the  Darby- 
town  road  to  New  Market,  and  is  holding  the  former  road  in  force.  He 
was  not  able  to  j>-et  through.  The  enemy  here  massed  on  General  Bir- 
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ney's  left,  which  is  about  the  center  of  our  Hue,  nearly  opposite  the  large 
fort  which  we  took,  and  made  a  determined  assault  in  three  lines  \vith 
a  very  heavy  tire  of  artillery,  but  were  repulsed  just  now. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

In  the  Field,  September  30,  1X6-1 — 3.50  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Gen eral  GRANT  : 

The  enemy  have  assaulted  my  lines  three  times  at  the  fort  taken 
yesterday,  but  have  been  each  time  handsomely  repulsed.  General 
IStannnrd  is  seriously  wounded.  If  you  will  send  me  a  good  brigadier- 
general  to  command  his  division  you  will  confer  a  great  favor. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 

Major- General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

I  will  send  Brigadier-General  Humphrey,  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  to 
take  command  of  Staimard's  division,  until  some  general  officer  returns. 
A  column  of  troops  numbering  from  L',000  to  .'5,000  men  \vere  reported 
moving  on  the  Richmond  pike  toward  Petersburg  this  afternoon. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  30,  1864. 
Major-General  BUTLER, 

Deep  Bottom  : 

General  Warren  carried  the  enemy's  works  beyond. Spring  Church 
handsomely,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners.  lie  is  now  preparing 
for  a  further  advance  on  the  enemy.  Be  well  on  your  guard  to  act 
defensively.  If  the  enemy  are  forced  from  Petersburg  they  may  push 
to  oppose  you. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

(Copy  to  General  Birney.) 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  30,  1864 — 7.~>0  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  GRANT, 

City  Point: 

The  telegraph  now  is  within  half  a  mile  of  my. headquarters,  and 
nearer  Weitzel's.  We  are  making  the  best  preparation  we  can  for  de 
fense.  We  have  repulsed  the  enemy  in  all  his  attacks,  with  little  loss  on 
our  side  and  heavy  on  theirs.  We  are  much  weaker  than  you  suppose. 
I  would  be  very  glad  of  any  re-enforcements.  The  remainder  of  Field's 
division,  three  brigades,  have  crossed  and  are  in  our  front  with  Hoke's 
division.  Heth  was  ordered  to  start,  but  I  can  hear  nothing  of  him. 
The  city  local  reserves  are  in  our  front,  down  to  the  cle  ks  in  the  nava! 
department,  known  as  the  Naval  Battalion,  and  the  clerks  in  the 
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express  companies  and  the  policemen.  We  have  got  now  before  us 
everything'  there  is.  A  few  more  men  and  we  can  push  through  the 
Darbytown  line  unless  Lee  quits  Petersburg.  If  he  does  it  is  a  ques 
tion  of  legs  which  will  get  here  first.  I  feel  no  doubt  of  being  able  to 
hold  until  you  come  if  Lee  and  all  come.  These  assaults  appear  to  be 
directed  to  the  recapture  of  the  big  fort.  It  is  evident  that  that 
capture  troubles  the  enemy  much;  indeed,  the  prisoners  say  they 
are  told  it  shall  be  taken  if  it  costs  every  man  they  have  got  and  all 
we  have  got.  Be  it  so.  So  far  as  1  am  concerned  it  shall  not  betaken 
except  upon  those  terms.  I  congratulate  you  upon  Warren's  success. 
I  hope  he  has  been  successful  in  the  attack  we  have  just  heard.  I  have 
no  accurate  map,  so  that  I  cannot  appreciate  the  value  of  his  success. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEE, 

Major-General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  30,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

General  Meade's  forces  met  with  some  success  to-day,  capturing  a  few 
prisoners,  two  redoubts,  and  some  rifle-pits;  but  later  this  evening,  in 
moving  two  divisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  to  flank  the  enemy,  they  were 
attacked  furiously  by  two  divisions  of  Hill's  corps  and  forced  back 
somewhat,  leaving  some  of  their  wounded  and  some  prisoners  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  A  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps  moved  up  to  their 
assistance  and  checked  any  farther  advance,  and  it  is  thought  with 
heavy  slaughter  of  the  enemy.  This  would  look  as  if  no  heavy  force 
had  been  sent  north  of  the  James.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  for 
you  to  reconnoiter  up  the  Darbytown  road,  and  if  there  appears  to  be 
any  chance  for  an  advance  make  it. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


CITY  POINT,  September  30,  1864 — 11.15  p.  m. 
Major-General  BUTLER: 

Whilst  in  your  present  position  Wilson's  Wharf  and  Powhatancan  be 
reduced  to  small  garrisons,  and  Harrison's  Landing  can  be  abandoned 
altogether,  if  this  will  give  you  re-enforcements  to  do  any  good. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 

Licutenan  t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  30,  1861 — 11.30  p.  m. 

Lieut.  Gen.  U.  S.  GRANT, 

City  Point,  Va.: 

From  an  officer  who  is  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  I  receive  the 
following  information,  upon  which  I  rely:  That  before  me  there  is 
Heth's,  Wilcox's,  Field's,  and  Huke's  divisions,  Pickett  still  at  Ber 
muda,  Early  having  Kershaw's.  Eodes'  (Early's  old),  and  Breckinridge's 
forces.  Before  Petersburg  is  Anderson's  old  division,  Mahoue  com- 
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mantling,  and  Bushrod  Johnson.  Lee  is  commanding  in  person  on 
the  north  side  of  the  James.  We  shall  be  attacked  in  the  morning  and 
we  shall  make  the  best  tight  we  can,  but  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that 
the  immediate  movement  of  a  division  or  two  by  rail  to  City  Point,  and 
thence  by  boat  to  Aiken's  Landing,  is  necessary.  They  have  as  many 
men  as  we  have,  with  the  advantage  of  being  the  attacking  party.  We 
shall  be  ready  for  them  at  daylight.  Hoke's  division  has  suffered  so 
heavily  that  I  don't  think  it  will  go  in  again.  This  information,  which 
I  believe  is  reliable,  is  submitted  to  the  lieutenant-general.  We  have 
as  the  result  of  to-day's  lighting  209  prisoners,  18  officers,  2  battle-flags. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


CITY  POINT,  VA.,  September  30,  1864. 

Major-General  BUTLER, 

Deep  Bottom: 

Your  dispatch  received  since  mine  was  sent  to  you.  Without  aban 
doning  the  position  now  occupied  by  Meade,  I  cannot  re  enforce  you. 
You  might,  however,  put  a  new  regiment  in  at  Deep  Bottom  and  move 
that  force  to  the  front.  If  the  enemy  -continues  to  hold  his  present 
force  at  Petersburg,  I  will  to-morrow  or  Sunday  night  withdraw  a  corps 
rapidly,  using  railroad  and  steamers  to  get  them  to  you  without 
fatigue,  and  make  another  push.  Is  there  not  a  considerable  number 
of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  back  in  their  old  camps  who  ought  to  be  up 
with  their  regiments  2 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Lieutenant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

In  the  Field,  September  30,  1 

(Sent  12.30  a,  in.  October  1.) 

Lieutenant  General  "GRANT, 

Commanding,  City  Point : 

Since  writing  my  dispatch  of  11.30  p.  m.,  I  have  received  yours  of  11 
p.  m.  saying  that  two  divisions  of  Hill's  corps  are  before  Petersburg. 
1  don't  think  that  can  be.  I  have  drawn  all  the  available  old  men,  with 
the  exception  of  200  men,  from  Forts  Powhatau  and  Pocahontas.  Gen 
eral  Ord  was  notified  at  his  headquarters  to  forward  all  the  men  in  his 
cam])  to-day.  J  see  no  reason  to  alter  my  dispatch  of  8.30  1 11.30]  p.  in. 
1  will  put  the  officer  upon  his  life  as  to  the  truth  of  his  information  be 
fore  sending  this  dispatch. 

P.  S. — 1  have  examined  this  man  upon  his  life,  and  he  says  he  is  will 
ing  to  put  it  upon  the  question  of  all  the  divisions  1  have  named  except 
Wilcox's  division,  of  Hill's  corps,  to  wit,  lleth,  Field,  and  Hoke.  He 
believes  strongly  from  what  he  has  heard  that  Wilcox  is  here,  but  he 
says  he  does  not  know  it.  We  have  numbers  of  prisoners  from  Field's 
and  Hoke's  divisions,  and  all  report  Heth  here. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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AUGUSTA,  ME.,  September  30,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  BUTLER: 

The  Governor  is  absent,  but  will  endeavor  to  have  the  Eighth  am 
Eleventh  Maine  Regiments  tilled  up. 

JOHN  L.  HODSDON, 

Adjutant-  Genera  L 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  ^       HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  VA.  AND  X.  C., 

ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 
No.  110.  )  In  the  Field,  September  3O,  18(>L 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Godfrey  Weitzelis  hereby  assigned  to  duty  accordin 
to  his  brevet  rank,  and  will  assume  command  of  the  Eighteenth  Arm 
Corps,  relieving  Major-General  Ord,  wounded  in  action. 
By  command  of  Maj  or- General  Butler: 

ED.  W.  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-general. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  30,  1$(>-1 — '>>.~r~>  a.  in. 
Major-General  BIRNEY,  Commanding  Tenth  Corps  : 

The  exigency  having  arisen  provided  for  in  the  instructions,  thejuii' 
tioii  of  the  two  corps,  General  Paine's  division  will  report  to  Majo 
General  Weitzel,  who  has  assumed  command  of  the  Eighteenth  Corp 
General  Birney  will  move  his  corps  by  the  left,  so  as  to  connect  with  tl 
right  of  General  Weitzel,  at  or  near  the  prominent  work  taken  by  tl 
Eighteenth  Corps  from  the  enemy,  now  occupied  by  General  Stanuard 
division.  His  command  will  then  man  the  line  until  it  strikes  the  Ne 
Market  road,  and  then  at  a  proper  point  across  that  road  he  will  refiu 
his  right,  throwing  it  over  nearly  parallel  to  the  road  as  the  capability 
of  the  ground  may  suggest.  General  Kautz,  with  his  command,  now  c 
the  Darby  town  road,  will  connect  with  General  Birney,  holding  tl 
most  of  his  force  with  the  right  refused,  and  picket  so  as  to  join  picke 
with  the  forces  at  Deep  Bottom,  at  or  near  the  signal  station  at  Ne 
Market.  General  Kautz  will  throw  his  pickets  out  on  all  practical) 
roads,  so  that  no  advance  can  be  made  by  the  enemy  without  time 
notice,  and  if  an  advance  is  made  it  will  be  resisted  nrmly  and  imm 
diate  information  given  to  General  Birney  and  these  headquarte 
simultaneously.  Both  Generals  Birney  and  Kautz  will  strengthen  the 
lines  by  abatis,  felling  trees,  and  by  such  other  means  as  their  expei 
eiice  will  suggest,  it  being  our  intention  to  hold  our  positions  as 
present  until  other  movements  of  the  enemy.  It  is  suggested  that  tl 
reveille  should  be  at  -±.30  in  the  morning. 

BENJ.  F.  BIJTLEK, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

(Same  to  General  Kautz.) 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  Va.,  September  30,  18<ii. 

Division  commanders  will  hold  their  commands  well  in  hand  ai 
prepared  to  move  at  any  time.  The  men  must  be  kept  with  their  rej 
meiits,  and  all  stragglers  and  men  absent  from  the  regiments  oth 
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than  authorized  details  must  immediately  be  called  in.  As  it  is  pos 
sible  that  a  forward  movement  by  either  Hank  may  be  made  by  us  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  all  men  be  kept  immediately  with  their 
commands,  as  otherwise  they  will  be  liable  to  capture  by  the  enemy. 
All  baggage  and  supply  wagons  must  be  sent  to  Deep  Bottom,  and 
when  brought  to  the  front  must  be  detained  no  longer  than  is  neces 
sary. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

E.  L.  FORD, 
(Taptain,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Actiny  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Richmond,  September  ,-!(>,  1864. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  superior  headquarters,  this  corps  will  hold 
the  present  line.  General  Paine  having  received  orders  to  report  back 
to  the  Eighteenth  Corps  will  be  relieved  as  rapidly  as  possible  by 
Brigadier-General  Birney.  The  brigade  of  Second  Division  reporting 
last  night  to  the  Eighteenth  Corps  will  be  relieved  at  once  and  help 
General  Foster  to  extend  his  line  connecting  with  General  Birney. 
Major-General  Terry  will  move  his  reserve  brigade  to  the  left,  relieving 
General  Foster's  right  brigade.  These  dispositions  will  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Birney: 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


CIRCULAR.]  HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Before  Richmond,  September  30,  1864. 

Division  commanders  will  at  once  strengthen  their  works,  reversing 
them  and  slashing  timber  in  their  front,  making  such  improvements 
as  may  be  necessary  in  their  opinion.  In  case  of  an  attack  on  one 
part  of  the  line  troops  will  be  held  ready  to  double-quick  to  it  if  neces 
sary.  The  enemy  are,  of  course,  being  strongly  re-enforced.  Trench 
ing  tools  can  be  sent  for  to  the  rear. 

3).  B.  BIRNEY, 

Major -General. 


HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Richmond,  September  .'>().  1861. 

Brigadier-General  TERRY, 

First  Division: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you 
that  Barton's  brigade  will  soon  be  relieved  and  ordered  to  report  t<> 
you. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Aide-d<:-('ant]>. 
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HEADQUARTERS  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

Before  Richmond,  September  30,  1861. 
[General  W.  BIRNEY]: 

GENERAL:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  hold 
yourself  in  readiness  to  relieve  General  Paine's  division  and  extend 
your  lines  to  the  left. 

Very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  H.  GRAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Aide^de-Camp. 


HDQRH.  FIRST  BRIG.,  THIRD  Div.,  TENTH  ARMY  CORPS, 

In  the  Field,  September  30,  186-1. 
Capt.  E.  L.  FORD, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

CAPTAIN  :  I  have  moved  one  of  my  regiments  to  the  left  of  the  ravine, 
connecting  closely  with  General  Paine.  General  Paine  has  not  moved 
to  the  left  and  says  he  has  no  orders  to  move. 

Awaiting  instructions,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BIRNEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  }  HDQRS.  ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

No.  100.  j  City  Point,   \ra.,  September  30,  1SG-L 

On  account  of  wounds  received  in  battle  leave  of  absence  for  thirty 
days  is  hereby  granted  Maj.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps,  with  permission  to  take  with  him  his  personal  aide,  Maj. 
S.  S.  Seward. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant: 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
A  ssi s ta n  t  Adj u ta n  t-  Gen eral. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 
Junction  of  the    Varina  and  New  Market  Roads, 

In  the  Field,  September  30,  1&64. 
Major-General  WEITZEL, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corps: 

Come  up  as  far  as  you  can.  Wo  shall  have  a  very  thin  line  tostrikf 
the  New  Market  road.  Favor  us  as  much  as  possible,  and  Birney  wil 
join  Stannard's  division. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEK, 
Major-General.  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

September  30,  1864. 
Col.  E.  W.  SMITH, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Dept.  of  Va.  and  N.  C.: 
SIR:  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  tho genera 
commanding,  that  the  force  I  have  under  my  command  will  not  extern 
from  that  work  to  the  river.     I   have  just  returned  from  a  persona 
examination  of  the  line. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Brevet  3[ajor- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

September  30,  1864. 
Mjijor-Gener.il  WEITZEL, 

Commanding  Eighteenth   Army  Corps: 

Prisoners  taken  report  that  they  have  been  quite  heavily  re-enforced, 
and  that  orders  have  been  given  to  take  the  forts  in  your  front  at  all 
ha/.ards  before  sundown  to-morrow.  We  know  of  their  being  re-en 
forced  by  lloke's  division  and  three  brigades  of  Field's  division,  about 
3,500  nieu.  Look  out  for  to-morrow  morning. 

BKXJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  DIVISION,  EIGHTEENTH  CORPS, 

Near  Chaffiii's  Farm,  /September  30,  1864. 
Captain  GRAVES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  Tenth  Corps: 

I  sent  an  hour  since  a  staff  officer  to  Deep  Bottom  for  my  own  coin- 
in  issary  stores.  I  have  also  to  report  that  I  have  just  been  informed 
by  Major-General  Weitzel,  commanding  Eighteenth  Corps,  that  I  was 
to  be  relieved  in  my  present  position  by  troops  of  Tenth  Corps,  and 
was  then  to  report  to  him. 

Respectfully, 

c.  j.  PAI:NTE, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


3RDERS.)  HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  THE  JAMES, 

In   the  Field,  September  30,  1864. 

Colonel  Moore,  commanding  Two  hundred  and  third  Regiment  Penn 
sylvania  Volunteers.  Birney's  Sharpshooters,  is  hereby  detailed  to  take 
•ommand  of  the  post  of  Deep  Bottom  and  on  the  other  side  of  Four- 
Mile  Creek.  He  will  be  responsible  for  picket,  provost,  and  other 
luties,  and  will  receive  all  recruits  and  report  them  to  their  proper 
•ommands  and  forward  them,  if  ordered  by  their  commanding  officers. 
!Ie  will  see  that  no  enlisted  man  passes  the  pontoon  bridge  from  the 
>ost  without  a  proper  order,  or  an  orderly  .bearing  dispatches. 

BEN.T.'F.  BUTLER, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


DARBY  ROAD,  FIRST  LINE  REBEL  WORKS, 

September  30,  1861 — 7.30  a.  m. 

ieneral  BUTLER, 

Commanding : 

1  felt  the  enemy's  line  all  the  way  to  the  Chickahominy  and  found  the 
oads,  all  of  them,  commanded  by  heavy  and  light  artillery.  I  found  it 

connected  line  throughout  and  the  redoubts  very  numerous.  I  made 
n  attempt  at  midnight  to  assault  the  works  near  the  Chickahominy, 
>ut  in  the  darkness  the  command  became  confused  in  the  fallen  timber, 
/Inch  was  very  extensive  and  difficult  to  get  through,  and  I  withdrew. 
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Having  had  no  sleep  last  night,  the  command  is  now  resting  and  feed 
ing.  I  will  await  orders  here.  I  have  about  a  dozen  prisoners.  My 
wounded  amount  to  half  a  dozen.  ]S"one  killed  as  yet  reported. 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 

Brigadier-General. 


[SEPTEMBER  30,  18(14. — For  the  u  effective"  of  the  Union  forces 
operating  against  Kichmoud,  see  Part  I,  p.  39.] 


Abstract   from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Maj.  Gen.  George  G.  Meade,  I".  S. 
Army,  commanding ,  for  the  month  of  September,  1SG4. 


Command. 


General  headquarters 

Provost  Guard  (Patrick) 

Engineer  Brigade  ( Brnliam) 

Battalion  U.  S.  Engineers  (Harwood). 

Artillery  (Hunt) 

Guards  and  orderlies  (Ingalls) 

Signal  Corps  (Fisher). 


Present  for 
duty. 


•4] 


1,001 
2.  269 

241 

1,128 

45 

134 


38  I 
1,494  i 
2,  813 
285 
1.245 
97 
163 


42 

2.  044 

3,  213 

:;46 

1.540 
102 
198 
40.  844 


Second  Army  Corps  (Hancock) 795  !  16.  316  i  22.  725 

Fifth  A rmy  Corps  ( Warren) i  637  I  13,  568  I  19.  080  I  32,  829 

Ninth  Army  Corps  (Parke) 530  I  14,  747  j  19,  551  i  35,  640 

Second  Cavalry  Division  (Gregg) 146  i  4.  524       6,  387  |  11, 13(5 


Total 2.  281      5:1,  973 


73,878  ;133,  U:t4 


Pieces  of 
artillery. 


168 


Abstract  from  returns  of  the  Department  of  Viryinia  and  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Gen. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  for  the  month  of  September,  1864. 

[Compiled  mainly  from  subordinate  returns.] 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

Pieces  of 
1    artillery. 

•—  -^         ; 

Officers. 

g 

H 

fe.3               >'            -3 

w>            2         .£ 

°8  1 

OR 

29 

20 
27 
5 
11* 
6 
53 
417 
356 
58 
139 
236 

1 

11 
9 
1 

S 

139 
537 
100 
348 
303 
,484 
,867 
,399 
,492 
984 
558 

164 
822 

1  o  i 
1-4 

544 
313 

196 

1  004 

13th  Company  Massachusetts  Heavy  Artillery  (Pickering)  . 

145 

1,215  '.. 
686 

2 

1,714 
12,  834 
11,  839 
2.  005 
5,  631 
7.  1)46 

2.018  i       29           54 
22.950    54 
25.  835         64    
3.051    1          6 
10,790       156           12 
10.695         60           40 
2,337            1  ,          9 
7,  289    ,  

Cavalry  Division  (Kautz)        ...         

District  of  Eastern  Virginia  (Shepley  )  

District  of  North  Carolina  (Harland)  

Separate  Brigade*  (Maraton)  
Provisional  Brigade  (Potter)  

65 
207 

I 

509  1     1.884 
622  :     5.  147 

Grand  total  

i 

1,629 
1,633 

40 
41) 

342     51,075 
354     49,  787 

88.  300        I 
87,115       i 

10         177 
94          128 

Grand  total  according  to  department  return  

"Embraces  troops  at  Harrison's  handing  and  Foils  1'ocahou.tas  and  1'ovvhataii. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         AD.JT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.-  180.  )  Richmond,  Auymt 


XXXVI.  The  following'  schedule  of  prices  for  articles  named  therein, 
adopted  by  commissioners  appointed  pursuant  to  law  for  the  State  of 
Virginia,  are  announced  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  and  the 
special  attention  of  officers  and  agents  of  the  Government  is  directed 
thereto  : 

RICHMOND.  V.\..  .iui/unt  1,  1S64. 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDOON: 

SIR:  Wo  -were  informed  early  in  July  that  the  demand  for  army  supplies  was  so 
urgent  that  your  department  felt  constrained  io  disregard  our  schedule  prices  then 
in  force  and  offer  market  rates  to  the  fanners  for  their  wheat  if  delivered  in  July. 
This  policy  was  deemed  indispensable  to  insure  the  early  receipt  of  supplies.  Con 
curring  with  the  War  Department  in  the  paramount  importance  of  obtaining,  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period,  a  quantity  of  wheat  for  the,  support  of  the  army,  we 
ipprehended  so  great  a  disparity  existed  between  our  former  rates  and  the  rates 
then  ottering  in  our  leading  cities  that  unless  we  advanced  prices  our  action  might 
<erious[ly]  embarrass  the  Government  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  immediate  supplies. 
Cnder  these  circumstances,  and  owing  to  the  very  short  crop  of  wheat  and  tinpro- 
"edented  demand  for  breadstuffs.  together  with  the  depreciation  in  the  currency,  as 
tvell  as  to  the  further  fact  that  the  farmers  were  then  securing  the  oat  and  hay  crops, 
»vt>  proposed  the  advanced  prices  set  forth  in  our  July  and  August  schedules;  but 
low,  as  the  immediate  wants  of  the  army  are  being  provided  for  and  vigorous  efforts 
ire  initiated  to  reduce  the  currency  and  reinstate  public  credit,  we  are  disposed  to 
iccept  the  recent  manifestations  of  public  opinion  in  regard  to  our  prices  as  the 
itrougest  assurance  that  in  future  adequate  supplies  can  be  secured  on  very  moderate 
erms.  As  the  press,  the  public,  and  the  farmers  in  part  have  all  united  in  con- 
lemning  our  rates  as  too  high,  we  therefore  defer  to  what  seems  to  be  the  general 
lesire  and  propose  the  following  prices  : 

Having  readopted  the  schedules  of  May  and  June  last,  in  accordance  with  the 
ilearly  manifested  wishes  of  the  people,  we  have  thought  it  advisable  and  proper  to 
timulate  the  sale  and  delivery  of  small  grain.  Ac.,  now  so  much  needed  as  to  be 
udispensable.  by  advancing  the  price  of  wheat,  Hour,  corn,  and  corn  meal,  oats  and 
lay,  delivered  in  the  month  of  August.  Therefore  wo  place  the  price  of  wheat  at 
;7.50  per  bushel,  and  a  corresponding  advance  of  50  per  cent,  on  all  the  grades  of 
lour,  mill  offal,  &.c.,  and  corn  we  assess  at  $6  per  bushel,  and  corn  meal  at  $6.30  per 
mshel;  oats  and  hay,  per  100  pounds,  unbilled,  at  $(5.  and  at  $7  per  100  pounds  baled, 
ast  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  delivered  during  the  month  of  August. 

Railroad  iron  not  being  included  in  the  Government  contracts  with  the  iron  man- 
ifacturers  should  not  have  been  advanced  in  our  last  schedules,  so  we  readopt  our 
Id  valuation  for  railroad  iron,  and  put  the  price  at  $190  per  ton. 
The  foregoing  are  to  be  the  prices  of  wheat,  Hour,  mill  offal,  corn,  and  corn  meal, 
ats,  hay,  and  railroad  iron,  delivered  during  the  mouth  of  August. 
In  September  we  propose  to  adopt  simply  the  former  schedules  for  May  and  June, 
vith  the  exception  of  the  assessment  upon  railroad  iron,  which  we  wish  to  continue, 
t  $190  per  ton  during  the  month  of  September.  We  also  readopt  the  revision  of  our 
'ebruary  and  March  schedule  in  reference  to  the  impressment  of  horses  as  published 
u  our  July  schedule.  We  trust  that  the  people  in  those  counties  who  have  recently 
n  public  meetings  expressed  their  views  in  favor  of  low  prices  will  now,  since  all 
npediments  have  been  removed,  as  patriotical  lead  out  in  tendering  and  selling, 
oth  to  the  Government  and  to  the  people,  all  they  can  spare  at  schedule  rates. 
uch  an  example  voluntarily  set  before  the  people  would  exert  a  most  salutary  in- 
uence.  The  public  may  be,  assured  we  will  interpose  no  barrier  to  thwart  either 
heir  benevolent  intentions  or  generous  contributions  in  behalf  of  their  country. 
deutitied  with  them  in  all  respects,  we  are  disposed  to  foster  every  praiseworthy 
ffort  made  in  behalf  of  our  common  cause. 

RICHMOND,  VA.,  .!/«//  /,  lfli',-1. 
[on.  JAMES  A.  SKDDON  : 

SIR:  In  reviewing  the  schedules  of  prices  for  May  and  June  we  invited  the  co-op- 
ration  and  aid  of  Mr.  William  B.  Harrison,  and  it  is  just  to  add  the  schedules 
'ceived  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  commissioners.  \Vr  respectfully  offer  the 
ccompanying  Schedules  A  and  B,  with  the  understanding  that  the  prices  are  to 
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remain  for  the  months  of  May  aud  June,  unless  in  the  interval  it  should  be  deemed 
necessary  to  modify  them.  The  following  prices  are  to  l>e  the  maximum  rates  to  be 
paid  for  the  articles  impressed  in  all  cities  and  the  usual  places  of  sale,  and  when 
impressed  on  farms  or  elsewhere  the  same  prices  are  to  be  paid.  'LTnder  existing 
circumstances  we  deem  it  not  only  just,  but  most  likely  to  favor  increased  produc 
tion,  that  producers  in  future  should  not  be  required  to  transport  their  surplus  pro 
ductions  when  impressed,  but  that  the  agents  of  the  Government  should  employ  or 
impress  the  neighborhood  or  county  wagons  and  teams  to  haul  all  such  articles,  and 
so  divide  the  work  between  the  owners  of  wagons  and  teams  as  to  be  least  preju 
dicial  to  those  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture. 

SCHEDULE  A. 


Article. 

Quality. 

' 

Description. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Wheat 

White  or  red  

$5  00 

•>2  00 

Do 

do 

''3  00 

Do 

Good  e^tra  superfine. 

do 

"6  00 

Do 

do 

•'8  00 

Prime    . 

White  or  yellow 

4  00 

.do  

do 

:!  !)") 

Corn  meal  

Rye          

Good  
Prime  

Per  bushel.  50  potin   s  .  . 
Pe     mshel.  5t>  pon      s  .  . 

4  20 

:;  20 

..do    

2  50 

Good  

50 

do  

70 

do  

!IO 

do  

1   40 

do  

Hog  round  

:t  oo 

do  

Pe    pound  

2  60 

Fat  and  good  

Good  

:t  oo 

Horses  aud  mules  .  .  . 
Wool 

First  class  

Artillerv,  &.c,  .  . 
Washed' 

Average  price  per  head  . 

500  00 

:t  oo 

Do      

do  

Unwashed  

do  

2  HO 

12  00 

do  

12  00 

Irish  

do  

5  00 

Do 

-do 

8  00 

do 

5  00 

Pealed 

do 

8  00 

Do  

Unpealed  

do  

4  50 

Pealed  . 

.   do 

5  00 

3  90 

Do 

Orchard  or   herd 

do 

3  90 

grass. 

...do  .. 

3  00 

Sheaf  oats,  baled  

do  

4  40 

do 

3  50 

Blade  fodder  baled 

3  90 

Blade  fodder  unbaled. 

do    

3  00 

do  ....          

2  60 

do  

1  70 

do 

2  20 

do 

1  30 

baled. 
Pasturage  
Do  
Do     

Superior  
First-rate  

Interior  
....do  
do  

Per  head  per  month  
do  
do    

3  00 
4  00 
5  00 

Do  
Do  
Do  
Salt    

Good  .  .  -  
Superior  
First-rate  
Good  

Xear  cities  
....do  
....do  

do  
do  
do  

Per  bushel  of  50  pounds. 

5  00 
6  00 
7  00 
5  00 

do  

Per  pound  

2  00 

do 

Tallow 

do 

3  00 

.do 

3  00 

Whisky 

...do      .. 

Trade 

15  00 

do        

G  00 

Molasses  
Rico  

Cott'ee 

do  
do  
do  

New  Orleans  
Rio  .  .  . 

Per  gallon  
Per  pound  
...do  

25  00 
1  00 
8  00 

Tea 

do 

do 

15  00 

....do  

Manufactured  .   .  . 

Per  gallon  

1  00 

Pig-iron  
Do 

do  
do 

No.  1  quality  

Per  ton  

do 

350  00 
314  00 

Do  

do  

No.  3  quality  . 

do  

278  00 

do              .     ... 

do 

716  00 

do  

...do  ...           

1,  030  00 

Railroad  iron  .  . 

...do  .. 

bar. 

...do  .. 

125  00 
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Article. 

Quality. 

Description. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Leather  
Do  

Good  
do  

Harness  
Sole  

Per  pound  
do  .'.  

$5  30- 
5  00 

Do  

do  

do 

5  60 

Beef-cattle  
Do  

Superior  

Gross  weight  
...do 

Per  100  pounds  
.do 

30  00 
40  00 

Do  

...do 

do 

50  00 

Salt  beef  

do  

2  00 

Slieep  

Fair 

50  0!) 

Army  woolen  cloth. 

Good  

10  ounces  per  yard 

Per  yard  

11  00 

3-4  yards. 
A  rniy  woolen  cloth  . 

do  

per   greater   or 
less    width    or 
weight. 

...    do 

'>''  00 

Armv  woolen  cloth, 

do  

per   greater   or 
less    width    or 
weight. 

1  47* 

6-t  yards. 
Army  woolen  cloth  .  . 

...do  .. 

.  .  .  do  .  .  . 

1  71* 

Flannels  3-4  yards 

do 

do 

2  08 

Cotton  shirting,  3-4 
yards. 
Cotton  shirting,  7-8 

do  
do  

4  J  yards  per  pound  . 
3  J  yards  per  pound  . 

do  

1  98 
2  26i 

yards. 

do      

do 

3  00 

yards. 
Cotton.    Osnabur" 

do  

do 

3-4  yards. 
Cotton.    Osnaburg, 

do  

8  ounces  per  yard 

.     .  do  . 

7-8  yards. 
Cotton  tent  cloths  ..  . 

do  

10  ounces  per  yard 

.     ...do    ..             ... 

do 

15  00 

Shoe  thread  

do  

Per  pound  .... 

3  00 

do 

o  oo 

Corn-top  fodder,  haled 

do    . 

Per  100  pounds         

4  00 

Corn-top  fodder,  un- 

do  

do    

3  00 

baled. 
Wheat  chaff,  baled..  . 

...do  .. 

...do    . 

4  00 

Wheat  chaff,  unhaled 

do  

do      

3  00 

Sorghum  molasses  .. 

.   ...do  

Per  gallon             

20  00 

Pasturage  for  sheep.  . 
Do..  

dp  

Interior  
do  

Per  head  
do  

40 
50 

Do  

First-rate  

....do  

do  

-60 

NOTE. — On  the  above  enumerated  cotton  cloths  pro  rata  as  to  greater  or  less  width  or  weight. 

Ill  assessing  the  average  value  of  first-class  artillery  and  wagon  horses  and  mules 
at  $500  we  designed  that  the  term  should  be  accepted  and  acted  upon  according  to 
its  obvious  common  sense  import.  In  other  words,  that  they  should  be  selected  and 
then  impressed  accordingly,  as  their  working  qualities  and  adoption  [adaptation]  to 
army  service,  together  with  their  intrinsic  value,  would  warrant  a  judicious  pur 
chaser  in  considering  them  as  coming  within  the  contemplation  of  the  commissioners 
when  they  assessed  the  average  value  of  such  horses  as  the  Government  needs  at  $500. 
But  cases  might  arise,  however,  when  the  public  exigencies  would  bo  so  urgent  as 
to  demand  that  all  horses  at  hand  should  be  impressed ;  yet,  under  ordinary  circum 
stances,  when  family  or  extra  blooded  horses  or  brood  mares  of  admitted  high  value 
nre  impressed,  we  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  instructions 
forwarded  to  impressing  officers  to  propose  and  allow  the  owners  to  substitute  in 
their  stead  such  strong,  sound,  and  serviceable  horses  or  mules  as  shall  be  considered 
and  valued  by  competent  and  disinterested  parties  as  h'rst-class  artillery  horses  or 
first-class  wagon  mules. 

The  term  "average  value  per  head"  is  in  contradistinction  to  a  fixed  and  uniform 
price  for  each  horse  and  mule.  We  suppose  in  impressing  a  number  of  horses  or 
mules,  whether  owned  by  several  persons  or  one  individual,  that  some  might  be 
estimated  at  $300,  and  others  at  different  advanced  rates,  according  to  their  worth, 
np  as  high  as  $700,  thus  making  an  average  value  or  price  for  a  number  of  good, 
sound,  and  efficient  horses  or  mules  $500  each. 

In  illustration  of  our  views  we  will  add,  that  a  horse  with  only  one  eye  sound 
might,  in  all  other  respects,  be,  classed  as  a  first-class  artillery  horse,  yet  the  loss  of 
one  eye  would  .justly  and  considerably  curtail  his  value.  So  a  horse  from  ten  to 
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eighteen  years  of  age  might  bo  deemed  in  all  other  particulars  as  a  first-class  artillery 
horse,  but,  of  course,  however  efficient  and  able  to  render  good  service  tor  a  year  or 
two,  yet  his  advanced  age  would  justly  and  materially  impair  his  value.  Any  horse, 
however  he  may  approximate  the  standard  of  a  first-class  artillery  horse,  must,  ac 
cording  to  deficiency,  fall  below  the  maximum  price,  and  as  few.  comparatively,  come 
up  to  the  standard,  and  are,  therefore,  entitled  to  the  maximum  price,  as.  of  course. 
in  all  other  instances  the  price  should  be  proportionately  reduced  as  imperfections 
place  them  below  the  standard  of  first-class,  &.e. 

SCHEDULE  B. 
Hire  of  labor,  t<a>ns1  icagoiift,  and  drivers. 


Labor. 


Quantity  and  time. 


Baling  long  forage For  100  pounds 

Shelling  and  bagging  torn,  sacks  furnished  by  Government Per  56  pounds 

Hauling Per  cwt..  per  mile 

Hauling  grain ,  Per  bushel,  per  mile... 

Hire  of  two-horse  team,  wagon,  and  driver,  rations  furnished  by  j  Per  day 

owner. 

Hire  of  same,  rations  furnished  by  Government do 

Hire  of  four-horse  team,  wagon,  and  driver,  rations  furnished  by  j do 

owner. 

Hire  of  same,  rations  furnished  by  the  Government ! do 

Hire  of  six-horse  team,  wagon,  and  driver,  rations   furnished  by    do 

owner. 

Hire  of  same,  rations  furnished  by  Government 

Hire  of  laborer,  rations  furnished  by  owner 

Hire  of  same,  rations  furnished  by  Government | do 

Hire  of  same,  rations  and  clothing  furnished  by  owner i  Per  month 

Hire  of  same,  rations  furnished  by  the  Government ; do 

Hire  of  teamster,  rations  furnished  by  the  Government : do 

Hire  of  laborer,  clothing  and  rations  furnished  by  Government Per  year 

Hire  of  same,  rations  only  furnished  by  the  Government i .do 

Hire  of  same,  clothing  and  rations  furnished  by  owner do 

Hire  of  ox-cart,  team,  and  driver,  rations  furnished  by  owner Per  day 

Hire  of  same,  rations  furnished  bv  Government do  . . 


.do 
.do 


1 

50 

30 

40 

300 

400 

550 

10 


90 
05 
08 
04 
00 

(in 
(in 

50 
00 

50 
50 
50 
00 
in) 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


REVISION"  OF   THE   SCHEDULES   OF   FEBRUARY   AND   MARCH   LAST. 

Since  the  adoption  of  our  schedules  for  the  months  of  February  and  March  the 
financial  bills  passed  by  Congress  taxing  the  currency  have  seriously  impaired  the 
value  of  old  issues  of  Confederate  Treasury  notes.  At  this  juncture  large  numbers 
of  horses  and  mules  were  impressed  and  paid  for  in  a  currency  which,  in  a  few  days 
thereafter  was  to  be  taxed  33£  per  cent. 

The  board  of  State  commissioners  having  ad.journed,  and  one  of  its  members  being 
out  of  the  State,  it  could  not  be  convened  in  time  to  review  our  schedule  of  prices. 
Under  this  state  of  facts  we  have  rearranged  and  re-examined  our  tariff  of  prices, 
so  far  as  we  have  been  advised  of  recent  impressments,  proposing,  in  this  mode,  to 
remedy  any  diminution  which  may  have  resulted  from  the  action  of  Congress  upon 
the  currency.  Therefore  we  assess  the  average  of  artillery  or  wagon  horses  or  mules 
impressed  since  the  passage  of  the  currency  bill  on  the  17th  of  February  last  at  $UOO. 
This  award  TV  ill  entitle  each  person  to  receive  higher  compensation  accordingly  as 
each  horse  or  mule  impressed  may  be  considered  as  being  a  first,  second,  or  third 
class  artillery  or  wagon  horse  or  mule,  whether  the  parties  appeal  to  our  board  or 
not,  and  the  impressing  officers  should  forthwith  call  on  all  those  persons  of  whom 
they  impressed  horses  or  mules  and  propose  a  settlement  upon  the  foregoing  basis; 
but  allowing  to  each  person  only  such  prices  as  first,  second,  or  third  class  artillery 
or  wagon  horses  or  mules  may  have  been  estimated  at  by  the  local  or  county 
appraisers,  assuming  our  average  appraisement  of  if600  as  a  i'air  medium  valuation. 
This,  then,  would  allow  a  maximum  price  of  $800  and  a  minimum  price  of  $400, 
making  $600  the  average  price,  thus  allowing  more  for  first-class  horses  and  mules, 
and  proportionately  less  for  the  inferior,  as  they  may  fall  below  the  grade  of  first- 
class,  payment  of  whatever  amount  awarded  to  be  made  in  the  new  issue  of  Treasury 
notes. 

The  impressing  officers  in  those  instances  where  no  arbitrators  or  local  appraise 
ments  for  horses  or  mules  impressed  should  in  all  such  eases  themselves  re-estimate 
the  value  of  horses  or  mules  thus  impressed,  and  allow  in  each  case  such  additional 
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compensation  as  would,  within  the  limits  of  our  schedule  rates,  appear  just  and 
proper.  But  if,  alter  this  revaluation  and  settlement,  auy  person  should  not  he  satis- 
lied,  the  party  could  then  appeal  to  our  board  and  have  the  case  reconsidered. 

All  appeals  and  communications  for  the  board  of  commissioners  should  he  ad 
dressed  to  D.  Sauuders  Chilton,  secretary  of  the  board,  Richmond.  Va. 

E.  W.  HL'BARD. 
ROUT.  GIBBONEY, 
\VM.  B.  HARRISON, 

Commissioners  of  Appraisements  for  the  State  of  Virginia. 
By  order : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  M ELTON, 
Assistant  Adjuta n t-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  TROOPS, 

Blandford,  August  J,  186-1. 
Col.  W.  II.  STEVENS, 

Chief  Engineer  *  Army  of  Northern    Virginia: 

COLONEL:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  a  detachment  of  men  under 
Lieutenant  Wise  commenced  work  at  the  crater  at  Pegram's  sal'ent, 
sinking  shafts  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  enemy's  mine.  Lieu 
tenant  Wise's  report,*  accompanying  this,  will  give  you  the  result  of  his 
examinations  to  this  date.  The  detachment  at  Colquitt's  salient  con 
tinued  the  excavation  of  the  gallery.  Xo  indications  of  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  mining  has  ytt  been  discovered.  During  July  31  the  indi 
cations  of  the  enemy  mining  had  to  our  men.  at  Gracie's,  become  so 
strong  that  you  issued  orders  that  the  mines  at  this  salient  should  be 
charged.  The  ammunition  arrived  late  Sunday  afternoon;  no  lanyards 
accompanied  the  articles  forwarded  by  the  Ordnance  Department,  and 
we  were  forced  to  tire  our  mines  by  the  use  of  the  safety  fuse.  I 
formed  a  detachment  of  men  and  in  person  proceeded  to  Gracie's  mine. 
By  the  time  we  conveyed  the  powder  and  other  materials  to  the  mine 
the  early  part  of  the  night  had  been  consumed.  It  was  11  p.  in.  before 
we  commenced  work  in  placing  the  barrels  of  powder  in  the  mines  to 
be  charged.  1  aided  in  person  in  forming  the  maga/ine,  attaching  the 
safety  fuse  to  the  powder  and  tamping  the  mine  very  efficiently  aided 
by  Mr.  Blunt  and  Mr.  Black,  miners.  By  9.15  a.  m.  August  1  we  had 
the  two  mines  charged,  the  safety  fuse  (one  piece  to  each  barrel),  in  all 
four  pieces,  extended  to  the  mouth  of  the  shaft  and  prepared  to  fire  at 
the  signal.  A  flag  of  truce  having  been  arranged  we  waited  until  hos 
tilities  were  resumed,  when,  the  arrangements  being  completed,  the 
signal  to  tire  was  given  by  General  Gracie.  Mr.  Black  promptly 
applied  the  fire  to  the  fuse,  and  after  waiting  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  no  explosion  having  taken  place,  went  into  the  mine  and  found 
that  three  pieces  of  the  safety  fuse  had  gone  out  and  the  fourth  burn 
ing  slowly.  A  short  distance  from  the  shaft  he  cut  oft'  the  burning 
fuse,  which,  on  examination,  proved  to  be  very  defective  and  perfectly 
valueless.  To  this  the  failure  to  fire  the  mines  can  be  charged. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

^,f~====^^      H.  T.  DOUGLAS, 

s^^r  ""S3-  -'--'--  Captain,  Ac. 

'  l 
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HEADQUARTERS  ANDERSON'S  BRIGADE, 

New  Market,  August  1,  1864. 
Maj.  W.  F.  JONES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instructions 
from  division  headquarters,  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carmical, 
commanding  Seventh  Georgia  Regiment,  with  his  regiment  to  make 
the  reconnaissance  of  Deep  Bottom.  As  the  result  of  his  observation 
he  reports  driving  the  picket-line  of  the  enemy  some  UOO  yards,  and 
could  not  advance  farther  without  too  much  risk,  and  as  he  heard 
orders  given  to  turn  his  right  flank  be  withdrew.  His  line  was  formed 
beyond  Four-Mile  Creek,  the  left  resting  on  the  creek,  but  in  advanc 
ing  this  flank  was  thrown  forward.  Colonel  Carmical  is  under  the 
impression,  from  the  resistance  met  with,  that  there  is  a  considerable 
force.  We  had  two  men  slightly  wounded  in  the  skirmish,  and  found 
two  of  the  enemy  dead.  Lieutenant  Wade,  Eighth  Georgia,  was  on  a 
scout  this  morning  as  far  as  Malvern  Hill,  and  reports  some  Jive  or  six 
gun-boats  in  the  river  between  that  point  and  about  due  south  of  my 
headquarters  on  the  Hill,  a  large  camp  at  City  Point,  probably  hos 
pitals,  and  a  large  number  of  vessels  in  the  river,  supposed  transports 
Some  of  my  pickets  reported  this  morning  that  they  heard  lumber  be 
ing  thrown  about  as  if  the  pontoon  bridge  was  being  taken  up  below 
Bailey's  Run.  This  is  only  supposition,  of  course,  as  \ve  have  not  been 
able  to  see  the  bridge  from  our  position.  I  can  discover  pickets  on  the 
works  about  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION, 

August  1,  186  L 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  lieutenant-general. 
I  will  send  out  scouting  parties  from  all  the  brigades  in  the  morning. 
Other  scouts  out  throughout  the  division  report  an  enemy  still  in  my 
front  behind  breast-works. 

C.  W.  FIELD, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  ARTILLERY,  FIRST  CORPS, 

No.  24.  J  August  1,  1864. 

Maj.  W.  M.  Owen  having  reported  to  these  headquarters  for  artillery 
orders  from  headquarters  Artillery,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  is  here 
by  assigned  to  the  command  of  Major  Gibbes'  battalion  artillery. 
By  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  linger: 

J.  C.  HASKELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


RICHMOND,  August  2,  186  L 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

Have  ordered  the  promotion  of  General  Mahone  to  date  from  the  day 
of  his  memorable  service,  30th  of  July.     Have  directed  the  appointment, 
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temporary,  of  Captain  Girardey  as  recommended.  Has  your  attention 
been  called  to  Colonel  Dunovant  or  l)e  Saussure,  temporarily  to  sup 
ply  place  of  General  Elliott?  I  have  inquired  as  to  position  of  Colonel 
Butler,  ami  whether  he  can  be  detached. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \       ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  181.  }  Richmond,  August  X.  186-i. 

******* 

XIX.  Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Pro 
visional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  proceed  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  upon 
inspection  duty,  in  accordance  with  instructions  of  Col.  li.  11.  Chilton, 
assistant  inspector-general. 

******# 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  52.  J  August  2,  1864. 

As  some  misapprehension  seems  to  prevail  as  regards  the  rights  of 
certain  enlisted  men  now  in  the  army  who  claim  a  discharge  from 
active  service  under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  VIII  of  General 
Orders,  No.  42,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series, 
the  following  is  published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned: 

I.  Volunteers  now  in  the  army  who  were  forty-live  years  of  age  pre 
vious  to  the  17th  day  of  February  last,  or  who  have  not  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  are  entitled  to  a  discharge  from  their  present 
service  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  they  were  enlisted. 

II.  Men  who  were  brought  into  service  under  the  operation  of  the 
acts  of  Congress  of  April  and  September,  1802,  and  who  were  forty -five 
years  of  age  previous  to  the  17th  day  of  February  last,  are  entitled  to 
a  discharge  from  active  service  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from 
the  date  of  their  enrollment. 

III.  Persons  who  were  once  discharged  from  service  by  reason  of 
having  furnished  substitutes,  who  have  been  brought  back  into  service 
by  the  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  5th  day  of 
January  last,  a7id  published  in  General  Orders,  No.  3,  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  and  who  were  forty -five  years 
of  age  previous  to  the  17th  day  of  February  last,  are  entitled  to  a  dis 
charge  from  active  service  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  date  of 
their  last  enrollment. 

IV.  All  residents  of  the  Confederate  States  who  had  not  reached  the 
nge  of  forty-five  years  previous  to  the  17th  day  of  February,  1804,  or 
who,  at  the  expiration  of  their  present  term,  have  passed  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  are  retained  in  active  service  "during  the  present  war 
with  the  United  States,"  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  pub 
lished  in  General  Orders,  No.  20,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Office  of  the  1st  of  March,  1804. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  ^     HDQRS.  J)I;PT.  OF  N.  C.  AND  SOUTH.  VA., 

No.  &2.  \  A  itf/tut  2,  18(J-1. 


IV.  Colqiiitt's  brigade  will  rejoin  Hoke's  division,  and  Grade's  bri 
gade  will  report  back  to  Major-General  Jolinson. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Aaxistant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  TROOPS, 

August  2,  1SU4. 
Col.  T.  M.  R.  TALCOTT, 

Commanding  Fir  at  Regiment  Engineer   Troops: 

COLONEL:  I  submit  to  you  the  following;  report  on  the  condition  and 
character  of  our  mining  operations  on  General  Beauregard's  lines: 

At  Pegram's  salient  the  mine  No.  2  sustained  no  injury  from  the  ex 
plosion  on  the  30th;  Mine  No.  1  being  nearer  the  mine  of  the  enemy  its 
entrance  was  closed  up  and  destroyed.  We  have  sunk  shafts  on  the 
edge  of  the  Crater  at  three  points  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the 
entrance  to  the  galleries  of  the  enemy.  Lieut.  E.  N.  Wise,  in  charge  at 
this  point,  reports  favorable  signs  as  indicating  the  near  approach  to 
one  of  their  galleries.  The  work  on  two  of  these  shafts  has  been  discon 
tinued,  the  force  being  concentrated  at  one  shaft  (the  one  that  offers  the 
most  favorable  signs  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy's  mine).  At  Gracie's 
mine  1  have  to  report  as  the  result  of  our  operations  that  on  the  1st  of 
August  we  charged  two  mines,  each  with  2-5  pounds  powder,  con 
tained  in  four  barrels.  The  explosion  failed  from  the  inferior  quality  of 
the  safety  fuse  used  (being  the  best  furnished  by  the  Ordnance  Depart 
ment).  Last  night  1  ordered  a  detachment  to  commence  work  at  this 
mine,  in  removing  the  tamping  and  charge  from  the  mines.  The  day 
detachment  continued  the  work.  The  powder  has  been  removed  and 
placed  in  the  magazine,  and  it  is  expected  that  by  night  the  two  gal 
leries  at  this  mine  will  be  cleared  out,  the  mud  and  water  removed,  and 
it  will  be  in  order  for  the  extension  of  gallery  No.  2,  the  one  we  have 
been  at  work  on  up  to  July  31,  when  we  suspended  work  in  consequence 
of  the  supposed  near  approach  of  the  enemy's  mine.  At  this  mine  the 
main  gallery  was  extended  twenty-live  feet  from  the  shaft,  and  from  this 
another  gallery  (a  common  gallery  two  feet  nine  inches  by  four  feet  six 
inches)  was  continued  an  additional  distance  of  twenty  feet  in  the  same 
direction  and  toward  the  enemy's  sap-roller  to  our  left.  At  a  point  in 
the  main  gallery  twenty  feet  and  a  half  from  the  shaft,  another  main  or 
principal  gallery  (full  size,  three  feet  two  inches  by  six  feet)  was  driven 
a  distance  of  seventeen  feet.  This  gallery  is  now  prepared  to  extend 
toward  the  front,  branching  off  at  an  angle  of  45°  toward  the  second 
sap-roller  of  the  enemy's  (the  one  to  our  right  and  opposite  the  large 
oak  tree  at  the  right  end  of  our  picket-line).  To-night  the  sand-bags 
and  other  material  remaining  in  this  mine,  and  which  have  been  removed 
to  the  entrance  of  the  mine,  will  be  taken  out,  the  sand  wasted,  and  the 
bags  returned  to  headquarters. 

At  Colquitt's  salient  the  main  gallery  has  been  extended  fifty-eight 
feet  and  a  quarter,  a  branch  of  the  main  gallery  to  the  right  of  twelve 
feet  six  inches;  thence  a  change  of  direction  at  right  angles  to  the  left 
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and  parallel  to  the  iirst  gallery  and  toward  Hare's  house  of  twenty-two 
feet,  a  total  distance  of  thirty-four  feet  six  inches.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  main  gallery  a  branch  turns  off  at  right  angles  to  the  left  a  dis 
tance  of  thirteen  feet  six  inches,  and  at  eight  feet  and  a  half  from  the 
first  gallery  another  branch  turns  off  at  right  angles  to  the  right,  and 
has  been  driven  a  distance  of  ten  feet  two  inches.  Continued  this  gal 
lery,  reducing  it  to  the  dimensions  of  a  common  gallery,  viz,  two  feet 
six  inches,  and  extended  this  gallery  a  total  distance  of  twenty-five  feet 
two  inches.  This  mine  I  have  turned  over  to  Ma  jor-Geueral  Iloke,  and 
have  ordered  the  miners  of  Clingman's  brigade  to  report  to  him,  and 
he  has  promised  hereafter  to  furnish  the  proper  number  of  officers  and 
men  to  prosecute  the  work  vigorously. 

The  total  distance  made  at  all  the  mines  since  I  took  charge  up  to 
July  20  is  308  feet  0  inches.  Since  that  date  have  extended  the  mines  an 
additional  distance  of  ten  feet  eight  inches,  and  a  total  distance  of  379 
feet  5  inches.  Sunk  shafts  at  Pegram's  four  additional  feet  and 
enlarged  them.  Sunk  shafts  at  Grade's  and  Colquitt's,  included  in 
the  distance  mined,  is  about  rive  feet.  Mine  No.  1,  at  Pegram's,  had  to 
be  enlarged,  its  direction  changed,  and  about  the  same  distance  in 
Mine  Xo.  2  that  had  to  be  framed  up.  We  had  to  take  out  the  frames 
in  consequence  of  their  being  too  small  and  insert  larger  ones.  The 
work  of  enlarging  and  changing  the  galleries  involved  more  labor  than 
if  they  had  been  commenced  by  us  originally.  We  have  on  hand  a 
good  supply  of  frames,  planking,  and  other  material  required  in  mining. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH   TIIOS.  DOUGLAS, 
Captain.  Engineer  Troops,  in  Charge  Mining,  tOc. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  TROOPS, 

Blantlforil,  August  2,  1864. 
Col.  T.  M.  E.  TALCOTT, 

Commanding  First  Regiment  Engineer  Troops: 

COLONEL:  At  your  request  I  make  the  following  report  as  respects 
the  organization  of  the  mining  detachments  for  each  mine: 

1  have  organized  two  detachments,  one  to  work  from  8  a.  m.  to  8 
p.  m.,  the  other  from  8  p.  in.  to  8  a.  m.  Each  detachment  consists  of 
two  reliefs;  each  relief  of  one  miner,  one  shoveller,  one  wheeler,  one  man 
at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  to  fill  the  basket,  two  men  at  the  windlass 
or  ropes,  and  two  men  to  move  the  earth  to  the  rear,  under  one  non 
commissioned  officer.  As  the  distance  increases  additional  men  will 
be  required  in  each  gallery,  and  as  the  distance  to  the  rear  where  the 
earth  is  wasted  increases  additional  men  are  required. 

The  force  required  to  work  one  mine  with  only  one  gallery  will  be  as 
follows: 


Officers. 

Men.    Total. 

First  detachment: 

1 

8                 9 

Second  relief  

1 

8                 9 

Second  detachment: 

1 

8                 9 

Second  relief  

] 

8                 9 

Total... 

^ 

32               36 
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If  the  additional  man  be  required  in  the  gallery  and  two  extra  men 
at  the  shaft  to  each  relief,  this  will  increase  the  force  to  forty-eight 
men.  When  the  mines  are  extended,  as  is  now  the  case  at  Colquitt's, 
so  that  an  extra  set  of  men  can  work  in  an  additional  gallery,  an  addi 
tional  force  will  be  required  of  one  miner,  one  shoveler,  two  wheelers, 
and  two  men  at  the  shaft,  or  a  total  force  of  twenty-four  men.  One 
non-commissioned  officer  can  take  charge  of  the  two  reliefs  and  work 
them,  each  detachment  being  in  charge  of  a  commissioned  officer.  The 
reliefs  generally  prefer  to  work  out  their  full  time  and  then  to  go  oft' 
duty;  this  gives  them  eighteen  hours  to  rest.  At  Gracie's  mine  two 
detachments  are  required,  as  only  one  mine  can  be  extended  judiciously 
at  this  point.  At  Colquitt's  four  detachments  can  M'ork.  two  reliefs 
working  together  in  the  mine,  driving  forward  two  galleries.  At 
Pegraiu's  two  detachments  are  as  full  a  force  as  can  be  judiciously 
worked. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  THOS.  DOUGLAS, 
Captain,  Engineer  Troops,  hi  Charge  Mining,  tfr. 


ENGINEER  CAMP,  August  27  1864. 
Capt.  H.  T.  DOUGLAS: 

CAPTAIN  :  L  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  opera 
tions  and  observations  at  the  crater  made  by  the  explosion  of  the  mine 
on  Saturday  morning  last: 

When  you  and  myself  made  a  partial  examination  of  the  Crater  on 
Saturday  afternoon  we  found  it  so  full  of  the  enemy's  dead  and 
wounded  that  nothing  could  be  accomplished  then  toward  discovering 
the  gallery  through  which  the  enemy  sprung  the  mine.  On  Saturday 
morning,  July  31,  1804,  I  proceed  to  the  scene  of  the  explosion  with 
ten  men  and  at  once  commenced  work,  sinking  a  shaft.  At  12  m.  you 
sent  me  another  detachment  of  ten  men,  and  I  commenced  another 
shaft  at  the  north  end  of  the  Crater  and  another  at  the  south  end.  I 
worked  until  7  p.  m.  without  finding  anything  important.  I  took 
another  detachment  down  on  Monday.  Upon  examination  of  the  shaft 
at  the  north  end  I  noticed  a  small  crater,  which  I  supposed  to  be  one 
of  the  enemy's  chambers.  The  bottom  of  this  shaft  is  about  twenty- 
four  feet  from  top  of  the  present  parapet.  At  6  p.  m.  there  were  three 
small  excavations  on  right,  left,  and  center  of  shaft,  which  I  think  have 
something  to  do  with  one  of  the  enemy's  smaller  galleries.  Have  dis 
covered  nothing  in  the  other  two  shafts.  My  opinion  is  that  the  main 
gallery  comes  from  the  right  of  the  enemy's  lines.  Did  no  work  last 
night,  it  being  dangerous  from  fear  of  sides  of  shaft  caving  in. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  WISE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Engineer  Troops. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  .9,  1864. 
His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  DAVIS: 

You  will  receive  a  letter  from  me  by  courier  to-morrow  morning.     If 
after  that  you  think  it  desirable  1  will  go  to  Richmond. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )          ADJT.  AND  INSP.  (GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  182.  }  Richmond,  August  3, 


X.  Capt.  A.  IT.  Polk,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  Col.  J.  B.  Palmer,  commanding,  &c.,  at  Asheville,  N.  (.'.,  and  will 
report  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Asfsixtant  Adjutant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS   ARMY   OF   NORTHERN    VIRGINIA, 

Petersburg,   \'a.,  August  -1,  lti(i-l. 
[His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  DAVIS:] 

Mr.  PRESIDENT:  In  my  dispatch  of  this  evening  I  informed  yon  of 
the  report  that  forty-six  transports  (seventeen  of  which  contained 
cavalry)  loaded  with  troops  had  descended  James  Kiver  np  to  last 
night.  This  information  comes  from  Lieutenant  Wood  ley,  of  the  Signal 
Corps,  stationed  at  Fort  Boykiu.  Lieutenant  Welch,  of  Gary's  scouts, 
stationed  on  the  north  side  of  James  Kiver,  reported  up  to  last  night 
nine  steamers  descending  the  river  with  troops,  four  of  them  conveying 
horses.  Some  of  these,  he  stated,  were  wounded  men  and  some  prisoners. 
He  does  not,  therefore,  entirely  corroborate  Lieutenant  Woodley's  state 
ment.  I  think  it  probable  that  they  have  sent  to  Washington  that 
portion  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  which  was  lately  operating  on  the  north 
side  of  the  James  Kiver,  with  some  cavalry.  A  scout  reported  that  on 
Sunday,  the  31st  ultimo,  a  body  of  cavalry,  estimated  at  two  brigades, 
moved  toward  James  Kiver  in  the  direction  of  City  Point,  and  this  may 
be  the  force  of  cavalry  which  has  been  shipped  north.  1  fear  that  this 
force  is  intended  to  operate  against  General  Early,  and  when  added  to 
that  already  opposed  to  him,  may  be  more  than  lie  can  manage.  Their 
object  may  be  to  drive  him  out  of  the  Valley  and  complete  the  devasta 
tion  they  commenced  when  they  were  ejected  from  it.  General  Grant's 
plan  of  operations  here  appears  to  be  to  mine  and  bombard  our  lines, 
with  a  view  of  driving  us  from  them,  and  as  he  is  very  strongly  fortified 
he  can  operate  with  fewer  troops  and  enable  him  to  detach  a  sufficient 
force  for  the  purpose  indicated.  The  largest  force  which  I  can  detach 
would  be  Kershaw's  and  Field's  divisions,  and  that  would  leave  not  a 
man  out  of  the  trenches  for  any  emergency  which  might  arise.  If  it  is 
their  intention  to  endeavor  to  overwhelm  Early  I  think  it  better  to 
detach  these  troops  than  to  hazard  his  destruction  and  that  of  our  rail 
roads,  &c.,  north  of  Richmond,  and  therefore  submit  the  question  to  the 
better  judgment  of  Your  Excellency. 

On  the  29th  ultimo  McCausland's  and  Johnson's  brigades  of  cavalry 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Clear  Spring,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  Chain- 
bersburg,  thence  west  to  Cumberland  and  destroy  the  bridges  over  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  the  machinery,  &c.,  at  the  coal-pits 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  after  gathering  all  the  cattle  in  Allegheny 
and  adjacent  counties  in  Pennsylvania  to  return  through  Hardy.  To 
cover  this  movement  two  divisions  of  infantry  moved  to  Williamsport, 
and  a  third  brigade  of  cavalry  proceeded  to  Hagerstown,  where  they 
burned  a  train  of  twenty  or  thirty  cars,  loaded  with  stores.  On  the 
30th  ultimo  General  Early  returned  to  Martinsburg  by  the  west  road  to 
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avoid  observation.  Learning'  that  the  Sixth  and  Nineteenth  Corps 
were  moving  up  from  Washington,  the  Sixth  Corps  having  readied 
Halltown,  he  determined  to  fall  back  to  Winchester,  where  he  could 
deliver  battle  to  greater  advantage.  I  do  not  think  that  the  whole  of 
the  Nineteenth  Corps  could  have  reached  the  Valley,  but  it  seems  that 
General  Early's  presence  in  the  Valley  tends  to  excite  the  apprehen 
sions  of  the  Federal  authorities  and  to  cause  a  detachment  of  troops 
from  Grant.  If  Morgan  could  have  struck  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
-Railroad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cheat  River,  and  have  proceeded  into 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  as  I  had  projected,  he  would  have  created  a 
valuable  diversion  in  Early's  favor. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


BURWELL'S  BAY,  August  4,  1S64. 
Capt.  WILLIAM  1ST.  BARKER, 

In  charge  of  Signal  Bur  tan : 

SIR:  We  crossed  the  river  last  night,  and  beg  to  submit  the  follow 
ing  report: 

The  enemy  are  moving  all  of  their  forces  from  Yorktown  and  Will- 
iamsburg.  Their  destination  supposed  to  be  Washington.  Hancock's 
corps  lost  heavily  in  the  recent  engagement,  losing  more  than  one-half 
his  whole  force.  A  great  many  sick  and  wounded  are  at  present  col 
lected  at  City  Point.  There  seems  to  be  great  activity  among  the 
enemy's  vessels.  They  are  running  day  and  part  of  the  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

JNO.  F.  MOORE, 

In  Charge  of  Boat. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        ADJT.  AND  JNSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No. '183.  )  Richmond,  August  4.  1864. 

*##**#* 

XVII.  Paragraph  XXXII,  Special  Orders,  No.  154,*  current  series, 
is  amended  so  as  to  read:  Capt.  W.  H.  Whitner,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  division  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  John 
son,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ENGINEER  DEPOT, 

Blandford,  August  5,  1864. 
Col.  T.  M.  R.  TALCOTT, 

Commanding  First  Regiment  Engineer  Troops: 

COLONEL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  oper 
ations  since  my  report  of  the  2d  instant: 

August  3,  at  Grade's  mine  the  night  detachment  had  removed  all 
the  material  out  of  the  galleries,  tilled  the  sand-bags,  removed  the 
water,  and  left  the  mine  in  good  condition  for  the  day  detachment  that 

*See  Vol.  XL,  Part  II,  p.  710. 
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commenced  work  extending  gallery  No.  2.  Tbe  night  detachment  con 
tinued  the  work  aud  extended  this  gallery  sixteen  feet,  a  total  distance 
of  thirty-two  feet  from  the  point  at  which  it  branches  off  from  the  main 
gallery.  Ou  the  4th  work  was  resumed  in  this  gallery,  and  a  chamber 
for  the  mine  excavated  to  the  right  and  at  right  angle  to  the  second 
gallery,  a  distance  of  four  feet  and  a  half.  On  the  night  of  the  4th  a 
detachment  carried  into  the  mine,  eight  barrels  of  powder,  weighing  850 
pounds,  and  placed  them  within  the  two  mines,  425  pounds  in  eiu'li, 
tamped  the  powder  barrels  and  galleries  up  to  a  level  with  the  top  of 
the  barrels,  two  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  gallery.  The  mines  are 
now  charged  and  ready  for  the  powder  train  and  safety-fuse.  August 
3,  sent  a  detachment  to  work  at  Colquitfs  mine;  they  extended  the. 
right-hand  gallery  four  feet  and  a  half,  the  night  detachment  an  addi 
tional  distance  of  two  feet  six  inches;  a  distance  for  the  day's  work  of 
seven  feet.  The  total  length  of  this  gallery,  after  it  branches  off  from 
the  main  gallery,  is  twelve  feet  and  a  half  to  the  first  turn,  thence 
twenty-nine  feet;  a  total  length  of  forty-one  feet  and  a  half.  By  orders 
from  you  I  discontinued  work  at  this  mine. 

Lieut.  E.  N.  Wise,  with  a  detachment,  continued  work  at  Pegram's 
crater  during  the  3d.  On  the  4th  he  turned  the  work  over  to  Captain 
Con  way.  The  total  length  of  the  different  galleries  extended  up  to 
this  date  under  my  orders  amounts  to  4(12  feet  5  inches.  I  have  made 
a  commencement  toward  the  organization  of  the  company  for  work  in 
depot.  On  the  4th  made  sixty  feet  of  cotton  tubing  for  powder  train 
to  be  used  in  mine,  two  wheelbarrows,  two  sets  of  curbing  for  shaft, 
sawed  off  planks  for  curbing  and  sheeting  for  mines,  got  out  and  fitted 
box-tubing  for  mine,  and  repaired  tools  at  forge,  made  one  boring  tool, 
&c. 

August  5,  at  0.30  o'clock  the  mines  at  Grade's  were  fired  and  blown 
up.     I  expect  to  be  able  by  the  Gth  to  have  a  supply  of  material  on 
hand  so  as  to  anticipate  all  the  wants  of  the  different  mining  parties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  THOS.  DOUGLAS, 
Captain,  Engineer  Troops,  Charge  Engineer  Depot. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  185.  )  Richmond.  August  6',  1864. 

******* 

LVIII.  Maj.  Charles  A.  Snowden,  quartermaster,  &c.,  is  assigned  to 
duty  with  Maj.  Gen.  K.  Ransom's  command,  and  will  report  accord 
ingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MKLTOX, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  6',  1864. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

An  experimental  mine  was  fired  successfully  last  night  in  front  of 
Grade's  line.    Enemy  appeared  much  alarmed.     All  quiet  to-day. 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKD, 

General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  DEFENSES, 

Richmond,  Any  list  7,  1X64. 

Eon.  J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War: 

SIR  :  His  Excellency  the  President  is,  as  you  are  aware,  very  desirous 
that  the  most  effectual  measures  which  our  means  will  admit  shall, 
with  the  least  delay,  be  employed  in  an  effort  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  his  intrenched  position  on  the  north  side  of  James  Kiver,  at  Deep 
Bottom.  The  President  is  also  naturally  very  anxious  that  the  navi 
gation  of  .Tames  Kiver  by  the  enemy  should  be  made  as  difficult  and 
as  dangerous  as  possible.  To  effect  these  objects,  I  have  proposed, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  General  U.  E.  Lee,  and  Lieutenaut- 
General  Ewell,  to  locate  mortar  batteries,  and,  if  found  practicable,  to 
employ  several  8  inch  siege  howitzers  as  auxiliaries,  the  trails  to  be 
sunk  to  give  the  necessary  elevation.  Unfortunately  there  are  within 
this  department  but  two  10-inch  mortars,  and  Colonel  Gorgas  informs 
me  that,  for  want  of  the  proper  iron,  which  can  only  be,  obtained  from 
Staunton,  several  weeks  must  elapse  before  eveu  a  single  additional 
mortar  can  be  furnished.  The  President  has  been  made  acquainted 
with  these  facts,  and  although  the  means  at  my  disposal  may  prove 
inadequate-  to  the  end  proposed  (/.  t'.,  dislodging  the  enemy  by  rendering 
his  pontoon  bridge  useless  to  him),  he  nevertheless  desires  the  experi 
ment  to  be  tried.  From  the  character  of  the  enemy's  position,  which 
is  such  as  to  enable  him  to  use  his  gun-boats  with  great  effect  in  con 
nection  with  his  land  batteries,  and  in  view  of  the  strength  of  his 
fortifications,  which  can  only  be  approached  over  an  open  plain,  I  am 
satisfied  that  an  attempt  to  take  his  works  by  assault  would  result  in 
failure,  unless  he  can  be  so  demoralized  by  alarming  him  for  his  commu 
nications  and  depriving  him  of  the  hope  of  assistance  by  the  bridge  as 
to  render  his  resistance  to  an  assault  less  determined  than  it  is  likely 
otherwise  to  be. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  two  mortars  and  auxiliary  howitzers  to  enfi 
lade  the  bridge,  while  a  cross-tire  from  Tilghman's  Gate  with  rifled  field- 
pieces  shall  also  be  maintained.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only 
practicable  plan  of  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the  threatening  position 
he  has  so  long  held.  It  may  prove  a  failure  because  of  the  insufficient 
number  of  our  mortars  to  keep  up  a  continuous  fire;  with  a  battery  of 
six  instead  of  two  of  these  pieces,  I  am  confident  he  could  be  compelled 
to  withdraw  by  their  fire  alone.  The  difficulty  with  the  howitzers  will 
be  to  occupy  a  position  near  enough  to  the  bridge  to  render  their  com 
parative  short  range  effective,  and  this  may  prove  to  be  impracticable. 
It  is  important  to  open  fire  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  had  made  my 
arrangements  to  get  everything  under  way  to-day,  but  on  applying  for 
sling  carts  to  transport  the  mortars,  I  am  officially  informed  that  one 
of  the  only  two  in  this  department  has  been  ordered  to  General  Lee's 
army  near  Petersburg,  where  it  will  probably  be  detained  at  least  a 
week,  and  that  the  axle  of  the  other  is  broken  and  unserviceable.  This 
will  cause  great  delay,  unless  arrangements  can  be  made  to  give  me  the 
use  of  the  cart  before  it  is  sent  to  General  Lee's  army. 

I  have  always  regarded  it  as  all  important  to  a  successful  use  of  field 
artillery  against  the  enemy's  gun-boats  and  transports  that  he  should  be 
compelled  to  abandon  his  position  at  Dee])  Bottom.  The  reasons  for  this 
are  too  obvious  to  need  explanation,  but  whether  he  maintains  this  posi 
tion  or  not,  our  operations  with  field  artillery  can,  I  am  confident,  be  made 
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greatly  more  effective  than  they  have  hitherto  been,  by  assigning  this 
service  to  a  special  organization,  whose,  exclusive  charge  it  shall  be  to 
harass  and  damage  the  enemy  on  his  river  communications.  This  will 
require  that  the  utmost  possible  mobility  be  given  to  the  artillery  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  guns  adapted  to  the  purpose  be  always  ready  for 
this  service  without  endangering  other  equally  or  more  important 
interests  by  withdrawing  them  too  far  from  our  defensive  lines,  and,  if 
possible,  an  adequate  support  of  the  most  reliable  cavalry  we  can  get, 
whose  exclusive  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  and  protect  the  operations  of  the 
artillery.  I  propose,  then,  that  three  batteries  of  four  pieces,  each 
under  the  command  of  an  energetic  and  competent  field  officer,  be  at 
once  thoroughly  equipped  as  horse  artillery.  This  will  require  that,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  six  draft  horses  to  each  piece  and  caisson,  a  suf 
ficient  number  of  horses  be  furnished  to  mount  all  the  cannoneers;  this 
is  indispensable  to  the  efficient  service  of  the  batteries.  Two  extra 
horses  without  harness  will  be  necessary  to  each  piece  to  meet  casual 
ties,  and  two  for  horse  holders  to  each  detachment.  A  battery  of  four 
pieces  thus  equipped  will  require  fifty-six  additional  horses,  and  three 
batteries  will  require  K5S.  1  propose  to  place  these  three  batteries 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Maj.  A.  \V.  Stark,  in  every  respect 
a  most  competent  officer.  He  now  commands  two  batteries  of  four 
Xapoleons  each,  thoroughly  equipped  in  all  respects  except  the  ad 
ditional  horses  and  their  accouterments.  But  1  also  require  a  battery 
of  four  10-pounder  Parrotts:  this  1  have  not  got.  Unless  such  a  bat 
tery  can  be  supplied  already  prepared  for  this  service  from  some  other 
command,  it  will  be  necessary  to  equip  one  throughout.  If  the  requi 
site  number  of  horses  can  be  obtained,  all  the  rest  can  be  accomplished 
without  difficulty  and  with  very  little  delay.  1  have  already  taken  the 
necessary  measures  for  that  end,  if  it  should  become  necessary,  and  E 
have  also  an  organized  and  well-instructed  company,  the  Louisiana 
Guard  Artillery,  under  Capt.  C.  A.  Green,  now  dismounted,  ready  to 
take  the  battery  at  once.  This  arrangement,  however,  will  require 
sixty-two  more  horses  to  be  supplied  than  would  be  necessary  if  a 
battery  already  equipped  should  be  assigned,  making  the  whole  number 
of  horses  to  be  furnished  230  instead  of  1(58. 

I  will  add  that  in  my  judgment,  the  supporting  cavalry  force  should 
not  be  less  than  1,500  men,  commanded  by  an  officer  of  experience  and 
of  approved  ability  in  that  arm  of  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  PEMBEKTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Artillery. 


PETERSBURG,  August  <S,  180-1 — /  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON. 

titony  Creek  : 

Flave  you  received  further  information  of  departure  of  enemy's  cav- 
alrv?     Are  vou  able  to  take  the  field? 

It.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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BEAUREGARD'S  COMMAND.* 

General  G.  T.  BEAURKGARD. 

JOHNSON'S  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  BUSHROD  R.  JOHNSON. 

Grade's  Brigade.  Hansom's  Brigade. 

I 
Brig.  Gen.  ARCHIBALD  GRACIE,  Jr.  Col.  LEK  M.  McAi-'EK. 

I 

41st  Alabama.  Col.  Martin  L.  Stansel.  24th  North  Carolina.  Lieut.  Col.  John  L. 

43d    Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  John  J.  Jolly.  Harris. 

59th   Alabama,   Lieut.  Col.    George    \V.      25th  North  Carolina,  Capt.  Matthew  N. 

Huguley.  Love. 

60th  Alabama,  Col.  John  W.  A.  Sanford.        35th  North  Carolina,  Capt.  Samlford  G. 
23d    Alabama  Battalion,   Lieut.  Samuel  Howie. 

Salter.  49th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  James  T. 

Davis. 

56th  North  Carolina.  Capt.  Lawson  Har- 
rill. 


Elliott's  Brigade. 
Col.  FITZ  WILLIAM  McM ASTER. 


17th  South  Carolina,  Maj.  John  R.  Gulp. 
18th  South  Carolina,  Capt.  R.  II.  Glenn. 
22<l  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  T.  N.  Able. 


Wise's  Brigade. 
Col.  JOHN  T.  GOODE. 


2Gth  Virginia,  Capt.  Napoleon  B.  Street. 

34th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Randolph  Har 
rison. 

23d    South  Carolina,  Capt.  H.  H.  Lesesne.      46th  Virginia,  Capt.  John  H.  White. 
26th  South   Carolina,  Lieut.    Col.  J.    H.      59th  Virginia.  Maj.  Robert.  G.  Mosby. 


Hudson. 


IIOKE'S  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Gen.  ROBERT  F.  HOKK. 


Clingmun's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  THOMAS  L.  CLIXGMAX. 


Martin's  Brigade. 
Col.  CHARLES  T.  ZACHUY. 


42d  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles 
W.  Bradshaw. 


8th  North   Carolina,  Maj.  Ruins  A.  Bar-  j  17th  North  Carolina,Capt.  John  L.jSwain. 

rier. 

31st  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  V.  Jordan. 
51st  North    Carolina,  Col.  Hector    Me-  j  66th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  H.Nether- 

Kethan. 
61st  North  Carolina, Maj. Henry  Harding. 


Colquitt's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  ALFRED  H.  COLQUITT. 

6th  Georgia,  Col.  John  T.  Lofton. 
19th  Georgia.  Col.  James  H.  Neal. 

23d  Georgia,  Col.  James  H.  Huggins. 
27th  Georgia,  Maj.  He/ekiah  Bussey. 
28th  Georgia,  Capt.  John  A.  Johnson. 


eutt. 

Hagood's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHNSON  HAGOOD. 

llth  South  Carolina,  Maj.  John  J.  Good- 
iug. 

21st  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  N.  A.  Easter- 
ling. 

25th  South    Carolina,  Capt.  William  B. 
Gordon. 

27th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Julius  A. 

Blake. 

7th  South     Carolina     Battalion,     Maj. 
James  H.  Riou. 


"Or  "the  two  divisions  of  infantry  and  the  artillery  commanded  by  General  G. 
T.  Beauregard,1'  at  Petersburg,  Va.      Inspected  August  8-29,  1864. 
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ARTILLERY. 

Col.  HILARY  P.  JONES. 


Read's  linttalion. 


Maj.  JOHN  P.  W.  READ. 

Blount's  battery. 
Macon's  battery. 
Marshall's  bal.tery. 
Sullivan's  battery. 

Hoggs'  Battalion. 
Maj.  FRANCIS  J.  BOGUS. 

Martin's  battery. 
Sturdivant's  battery. 


Moseley's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  EDGAR  F.  MOSELKY. 

Cummiug's  battery. 
Miller's  battery. 
Slaten's  battery. 
Young's  battery. 

Coil's  Battalion. 
Maj.  JAMES  C.  Corr. 

Bradford's  battery. 
Pegram's  battery. 
Wright's  battery. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Va.,  August  9,  1864. 

General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern   Virginia: 

GENERAL:  I  have  to  apologize  to  you  for  not  sooner  having  acknowl 
edged  and  replied  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  relative  to  the  order 
suggested  concerning  deserters.  Your  communication  was  promptly 
laid  before  the  President,  but  owing  to  the  pressure  of  important  en 
gagements  I  only  on  yesterday  received  his  reply  in  the  form  of  an 
indorsement  upon  a  letter  from  myself.  I  send  both  as  the  best  mode 
of  conveying  the  exact  wish  of  the  President.*  I  may  add  that  my  own 
views  concur  entirely  with  your  opinion,  and  would  approve  such  an 
order  as  you  propose. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  187.  J  Richmond,  August  9,  1864. 

******* 

XL  Capt.  R.  M.  Sims,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  relieved  from 
service  with  Brigadier-General  Bratton's  brigade,  and  is  assigned  to 
duty  with  Brigadier-General  Gary's  cavalry  brigade.  He  will  report 
accordingly  without  delay. 

******,* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*Inclosurcs  not  found,  but  see  General  Orders,  No.  54,  August  10,  p.  1169. 
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PETERSBURG,  August  9,  1864—9.30  p.  m. 
General  G.  E.  PICKETT, 

Hancock's  House: 

Order  Poague's  battery  to  take  position  against  Dutch  Gap.  Turn 
every  one  of  your  heavy  guns  at  Hewlett's  on  them.  Send  a  courier 
to  Captain  Mitchell  for  assistance  from  the  fleet. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  9,  180-1. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

Richmond^  Va.: 

Telegram  received.    I  have  not  a  battery  to  spare.     Am  trying  to 
get  more  guns  here. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY,  THIRD  CORPS, 

August  9,  1864. 
General  PENDLETON, 

Commanding  Artillery : 

GENERAL  :  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  available  force  of  the  artillery  is 
at  work  day  and  night  on  the  works  alluded  to  in  Captain  Pendleton's 
note,  and  infantry  details  are  made  for  the  same  purpose.     The  detail 
this  morning  was  driven  away  by  the  enemy's  shells. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  L.  WALKER, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Artillery,  Third  Corps. 


Inspection  Reports,  Picketfs  division,  August  9-29. 


Burton's  Brigade. 

(August  10,  1864.) 

Col.  WILLIAM  R.  AYLETT. 


Virginia,  Col.  James  J.  Phillips. 
Virginia,  Col.  William  White. 


9th 
14th 
38th  Virginia^  Lieut.  Col.  George  K. 


Griggs. 

.ri3d    Virginia,  Ma.j.  John  C.  Timberlake. 
57th  Virginia,  Col.  Clement  R.  Fontaine 

H  unions  Brigade. 
(August  9,  1864.) 

Brig.  Gen.  EPPA  HUNTON.     . 

8th  Virginia,  Col.  Norborne  Berkeley. 
18th  Virginia,  Col.  Henry  A.  Carrington. 
19th  Virginia,  Capt.  Waller  M.  Boyd. 
28th  Virginia,    Lieut.    Col.   William    L. 

Wingrield. 
56th  Virginia,  Capt.  John  Richardson. 


Corse'*  Brigade. 
(August  12, 1864.) 

Brig.  Gen.  MONTGOMERY  D.  CORSE. 

15th  Virginia,    Lieut.    Col.    Emmett    M. 

Morrison. 

17th  Virginia,  Col.  Arthur  Herbert. 
29th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Giles. 
30th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Roberts.  Chew. 
32d    Virginia,  Col.  Edgar  B.  Montague. 

Terry's  Brigade. 
(August  11,  1864.) 

Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  R.  TERRY. 

1st  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col  Frank  H.  Lang- 
ley. 

3d   Virginia,  Col.  Joseph  Mayo,  jr. 

7th  Virginia,  Col.  Charles  C.  Flowerree. 
llth  Virginia,  Capt.  John  Holmes  Smith. 
24th  Virginia,  Capt.  William  W.  Beutlry. 
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AUGUST  10,  1SG4. 
Col.  S.  W.  MELTON, 

Assistant  Adjutant -General,  War  Office.  Richmond: 
Don't  let  the  proposition  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  people  here  be  lost 
sight  of.     The  chief  commissary  states  that  he  has  heard  of  no  action 
in  the  matter. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  54.  j  August  10,  '1864. 

All  persons  connected  with  this  army  who  are  absent  without  proper 
authority  are  enjoined  to  return  to  their  respective  commands  without 
delay.  This  order  is  intended  to  embrace  those  who  have  remained 
absent  beyond  the  time  limited  for  their  return,  or  after  the  cause  of 
their  absence  has  ceased.  All  such  persons  are  admonished  that  every 
day  they  remain  from  their  post  adds  to  the  dangers  and  labors  of  their 
comrades,  while  it  increases  their  own  responsibility  to  the  laws  they 
are  violating.  The  commanding  general  deems  it  only  necessary  to  re 
mind  those  who  have  erred  through  thoughtlessness  or  negligence  of 
the  shame  and  disgrace  they  will  bring  upon  themselves  and  their  fami 
lies  if  they  shrink  from  the  manful  discharge  of  duty  in  the  hour  of 
their  country's  need,  and  leave  tjieir  homes  to  be  defended  and  their 
independence  to  be  secured  by  the  unaided  courage  of  others.  To 
those  whose  absence  has  been  prolonged  until  they  have  incurred  the 
guilt  of  desertion,  he  can  only  say  that  a  prompt  and  voluntary  return 
to  duty  alone  can  palliate  their  offense  and  entitle  them  to  expect  any 
clemency.  If  arrested  and  brought  back,  justice  to  the  faithful  and 
true  as  well  as  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  country,  requires  that 
they  shall  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  10,  1864. 
General  R.  S.  EWELL, 

Commanding,  Chaffin's  Bluff: 

I  think  that  the  camp  at  Dutch  Gap  is  probably  the  marines.  Could 
not  Captain  Mitchell  shell  it  while  Pickett  opened  on  land  batteries 
and  you  attacked  it  ?  They  will  soon  be  fortified. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  August  11,  1864. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Dunn's  Hill,  near  Petersburg  : 

Am  informed  by  Mr.  Ould  that  nearly  all  of  Sheridan's  cavalry  were 
reported  to  have  gone  up  the  Potomac;  also  some  infantry;  that  a 
movement  against  the  Weldon  railroad  by  infantry  is  proposed.  It  is 
thought  idle  to  attack  your  intrenchmeuts,  but  feasible  to  starve  you 
out.  An  unofficial  dispatch  of  llth  instant  again  announces  disaster 
to  McCauslaiid  and  Johnson  near  Mooretield. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  11,  1861. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Petersburg,  Va. : 

Information  through  signal  office,  said  to  be  reliable,  from  Washing 
ton,  of  the  8th  instant,  states  Grant  and  staff  arrived  in  Washington 
from  Baltimore  on  the  (Jth,  and  that  his  army  lias  been  moving  away 
rapidly  from  Petersburg  since  his  unsuccessful  mining  feat.  Troops 
and  munitions  in  large  numbers  and  quantities  have  recently  landed 
at  Alexandria,  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  and  Washington  from  Grant's 
army.  This  accords  with  information  from  same  source  of  5th  and  (ith. 
which  states  that  Sheridan  and  Hooker  were  in  Washington;  that  12,500 
cavalry  had  arrived;  that  Grant  and  staff  had  gone  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  that  Sheridan's  cavalry,  8,000,  were  all  in  Washington.  Total 
force  for  operations  in  Maryland  believed  to  be  50,000;  total  left  at 
Petersburg  about  the  same.  Troops  being  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry  and 
that  region.  Brigade  of  cavalry  with  artillery  passed  through  Wash 
ington  on  7th.  You  must  estimate  the  worth  of  these  reports. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  11,  1864. 
Hon.  J.  A.  SEDDON  : 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  received.  General  Grant  has  been  at  Har 
per's  Ferry;  General  Sheridan  has  been  placed  in  command  of  that  de 
partment;  the  greater  part  of  his  cavalry  has  gone  with  him.  The  part 
of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  that  has  been  serving  here,  and  probably  the 
Eighteenth  Corps,  are  the  only  infantry,  I  believe,  that  have  left  Gen 
eral  Meade. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  189.  £  Richmond,  Va.,  August  11,  1864. 

******* 

XXX.  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Steuart  is  assigned  to  dutyin  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia,  and  will  report  for  orders  to  General  E.  E.  Lee, 
commanding,  &c. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  Jjf,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  E.  H.  ANDERSON  : 

GENERAL  :  The  Washington  Chronicle  of  the  8th  states  that  General 
Sheridan  has  superseded  General  Hunter  in  command  of  the  troops  on 
the  upper  Potomac,  and  I  believe  that  the  greater  part  of  his  cavalry 
has  been  detached  by  General  Grant  and  sent  to  Washington  and  Bal 
timore.  This  morning  General  Hampton  commences  his  inarch  for 
Culpeper,  with  his  division,  to  report  to  you.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
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presence  of  our  troops  be  felt  beyond  the  Rappahannock.  You  had 
better  take  position  north  of  Culpeper  Court-House  and  let  the  cavalry 
operate  north  of  Rappahannock  River.  Should  the  enemy's  forces  move 
west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  range,  leaving  Washington  uncovered,  the* 
cavalry  might  cross  the  Potomac  east  of  the  mountains  and  demonstrate 
against  that  city.  Should  he  concentrate  all  his  cavalry  in  the  Valley, 
unless  it  can  be  withdrawn  by  other  operations  ours  must  meet  it,  and 
General  Hampton  must  take  command  of  all  the  cavalry  when  united. 
Any  enterprise  that  can  be  undertaken  to  injure  the  enemy,  distract  or 
separate  his  forces,  embarrass  his  communications  on  the  Potomac  or 
on  land,  is  desirable.  If  you  can  learn  what  troops  have  been  detached 
from  Grant's  army  let  me  know.  Prisoners  and  deserters  state  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  and  the,  portion  of  the  Nineteenth  operating  here 
have  left. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  /  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  180.  J  August  11,  1864. 

******* 

V.  Col.  John  D.  Barry,  having  been  appointed  to  the  temporary  rank 
of  brigadier-general,  is  for  the  present  assigned  to  the  command  of 
Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  Third  Corps,  and  will  report  accord 
ingly. 

******* 

VII.  Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
cavalry  of  this  army.     Division  commanders  will  report  to   him  ac 
cordingly. 

VIII.  The  following  officers  of  the  general  stair1  heretofore  attached  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  cavalry  will  report  for  duty  without  delay  to 
Major-General   Hampton,  commanding,   «&c. :  Maj.  H.  B.  McClellau, 
assistant  adjutant- general;  Maj.  A.  11.  Venable,  assistant  adjutant-gen 
eral;    Maj.  George  Freaner,  assistant  inspector-general;    Maj.  N.    K. 
Fitzhugh,  chief  quartermaster;  Maj.  W.  J.  Johnson,  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence;  Capt.  J.  M.  Hanger,  assistant  quartermaster;  Surg.  J. 
B.  Fontaine,  medical  director;  Capt.  Charles  Grattau,  chief  ordnance 
officer;  Maj.  G.  M.  Ryals,  provost  marshal. 

By  command  of  General  11.  E.  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  11,  186  i. 
General  WADE  HAMPTON, 

Commanding,  Ac.  : 

GENERAL:  I  desire  you  to  proceed  with  your  division  to  Culpoper. 
On  arrival  you  will  report  to  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  II.  Anderson,  commanding 
in  that  quarter.  The  object  is  to  threaten  the  enemy's  flank  and  rear 
should  he  move  across  the  Blue  Ridge  into  the  Valley,  and  to  retain  his 
forces  about  Washington  for  its  protection.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
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presence  of  the  troops  in  that  region  be  felt,  and  should  the  enemy 
move  up  the  Potomac,  leaving-  his  capital  uncovered,  that  the  cavalry 
cross  the  Potomac,  if  practicable,  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  Should  the 
enemy's  cavalry  be  concentrated  in  the  Valley,  ours  must  meet  it,  if  it 
cannot  cause  its  withdrawal  by  other  operations.  Specific  instructions 
will  be  given  you  by  General  Anderson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  E.  LEE, 

Genet'ul. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

August  12,  186  L 
His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

Mr.  PRESIDENT:  I  received  last  night  your  dispatch  of  the  llth, 
giving  information  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  was  aware  of  the  de 
parture  of  a  large  part  of  Sheridan's  cavalry,  and  that  he  had  taken 
command  of  the  Federal  forces  in  the  Valley.  Torbert's  division  is  the 
only  one  that  has  yet  reached  that  region,  and  I  am  not  positive 
whether  the  whole  of  the  other  divisions  have  gone  or  not,  though  it  is 
so  reported.  [  thought  it  best,  however,  to  move  Hampton's  division 
to  Culpeper,  and  it  commenced  its  march  yesterday.  W.  II.  F.  Lee's 
division  is  retained,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  protection 
of  the  railroad,  [f  I  rind  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  here  is  superior  to 
ours  I  will  recall  some  of  Hampton's.  I  have  assigned  (Jeneral  II.  to 
the  command  of  the  cavalry,  General  Butler,  he  thinks,  is  best  quali 
fied  to  command  his  division;  as  he  does  so  now  by  right  of  seniority 
I  have  recommended  no  change.  The  forces  opposed  to  General  Early 
consist  of  the  Sixth  and  Eighth,  two  divisions  of  the  Nineteenth,  and 
the  Thirteenth  Corps;  the  latter  recently  arrived  from  New  Orleans. 
General  Early  was  at  Newtown  on  the  llth,  and  the  enemy,  who,  for  the 
two  previous  days  had  been  endeavoring  to  approach  his  rear,  was 
apparently  moving  toward  Front  Royal.  I  have  directed  General 
Anderson  to  move  toward  Thornton's  Gap  and  be  governed  by  circum 
stances.  General  Early  reports  that  General  Bradley  Johnson's  bri 
gade  had  been  surprised  in  camp  near  Moorefiehl  and  routed,  losing  four 
guns.  I  have  directed  that  if  General  J.  is  to  blame  lie  must  be  relieved 
from  command.  I  went  up  to  Howlett's  Thursday  morning,  having 
heard  that  the  enemy  had  thrown  a  body  of  troops  on  the  neck  at 
Dutch  Gap,  with  a  view  of  endeavoring  to  drive  them  off.  Their  posi 
tion  was  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  battery,  and  Major  Smith 
reported,  from  his  experience  on  former  occasions,  owing  to  inferior 
powder,  he  could  not  be  certain  of  throwing  his  shot  more  than  1,200 
yards.  I  signalled  to  General  Ewell  to  attack  them  from  his  side  and 
to  arrange  with  Captain  Mitchell  to  shell  them  from  his  gun-boats. 
This  I  hoped  would  have  been  done  that  afternoon,  but  he  could  not 
complete  his  arrangements  until  yesterday  afternoon,  and  then  had  to 
suspend  the  attack  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  previously  arranged. 
The  force,  I  understand,  is  composed  partly  of  negroes,  and  that  they 
are  engaged  in  cutting  a  canal  through  the  neck.  What  use  they  will 
make  of  it  I  do  not  see,  unless  their  object  is  to  turn  Pickett's  left.  I 
have  posted  Lieutenant-Colonel  Poague's  battalion  of  artillery  on  the 
heights  of  Proctor's  Creek,  west  of  Howlett's  farm,  and  will  commence 
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a  heavy  battery  on  the  river  in  that  vicinity  as  soon  as  possible. 
Perhaps  it  is  thought  the  James  River  can  be  so  reduced  as  to  prevent 
the  navigation  of  our  naval  boats. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

P.  S. — General  Grant  is  reported  to  have  returned  from  Harpers 
Ferry,  lie  was  at  Old  Point  on  the  8th,  and  a  deserter  states  he  and 
Butler  were  at  Dutch  Gap  yesterday. 

R.  E.  L. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  12,  1864.  . 
General  R.  S.  EWELL, 

Chaffin\  Bluff: 

Deserter  reports  that  men  at  Dutch  Gap  are  volunteers,  paid  40  cents 
extra  for  digging,  their  purpose  being  to  dig  a  canal.  If  they  cannot 
be  stopped  arrangements  must  be  made  to  make  the  canal  useless  by 
choosing  positions  and  erecting  batteries.  &c.  See  what  can  be  done. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  }     HEADQUARTERS  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

ARMY  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  10.  )  August  12,  1864. 

In  accordance  with  paragraph  VII,  Special  Orders,  No.  189,  head 
quarters  Army  Northern  Virginia,  llth  of  August,  1804, 1  hereby  assume 
command  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  Orders 
heretofore  published  for  the  government  of  the  cavalry  are  reaffirmed. 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major- General. 


AUGUST  13,  1804. 
Captain  DAVIDSON: 

Firing  has  been  going  on  all  day  from  our  gun-boats  and  the  battery 
of  light  artillery  in  position  at  Signal  Hill  (Rockbridge  battery) on  the 
enemy  at  Dutch  Gap.  Our  tiring  was  warmly  returned  by  the  enemy's 
gun-boats,  assisted  by  the  shore  batteries  at  Baldwin's.  1  am  happy 
to  say  no  casualties  yet  on  our  side.  The  Rockbridge  battery  of  light 
artillery  did  great  execution  among  the  enemy's  works  at  Dutch  Gap. 
The  only  damage  done  us  by  the  enemy  was  a  large  shell,  which  passed 
through  an  officer's  bed,  tearing  up  the  floor  and  passing  out  at  the  back 
part  of  the  house.  No  one  inside  at  the  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  F.  SMITH. 


RICHMOND,  Aiu/unt  /.v,  1864. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

(Through  General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding.) 

GENERAL:  1  respectfully  recommend   that  a  bureau  of  cavalry  be 
established  here,  subordinate  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generals 
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Department,  and  charged  specially  with  the  care,  direction,  and  organ 
ization  of  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service.  Some  officer  who  has  had 
experience  in  this  branch  of  the  service  could  be  assigned  to  duty  as 
chief  of  the  new  bureau. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON. 

Major-General. 

[First  indorsement.) 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  15,  1804. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

I  think  much  good  might  be  accomplished  for  the  cavalry  by  estab 
lishing  this  bureau  as  a  part  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector's  Depart 
ment  to  take  charge  of  the  interests  pertaining  to  all  the  cavalry 
service.  I  think  that  General  R.  S.  Ewell  is  the  officer  best  qualified 
by  experience  and  information  and  service  for  the  position  of  chief. 
Besides  possessing  great  merit  he  has  great  claims. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

fSerond  indorsement.] 

DECEMBER  8,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Ewell,  whose  attention  is  invited  to 
the  subject,  and  particularly  to  the  indorsement  of  General  Lee,  and 
for  his  views. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  RICHMOND, 

December  x?7,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

While  willing  to  do  anything  that  the  Government  may  require,  I 
much  prefer  active  duty  in  the  field  should  the  interests  of  the  service 
permit  such  assignment.  1  have  been  exclusively  on  similar  duty  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century^  and  have  no  experience  whatever  as  a 
bureau  officer. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


RICHMOND,  August  13,  1864. 
General  S.  COOPER: 

(Through  General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding.) 

GENERAL:  I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  inspector-general  of 
cavalry,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  be  appointed,  who  will  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  inspecting  all  the  cavalry  in  the  field  under  the  direc 
tions,  of  course,  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office. 
Maj.  II.  von  Borcke  has  been  engaged  partially  on  this  duty,  and  I 
know  of  no  one  more  competent  in  every  way  to  fill  the  position  pro 
posed.  He  is  a  thoroughly  educated  soldier,  has  been  serving  most 
gallantly  with  the  cavalry  of  this  army  for  two  years,  and  is  now,  uii- 
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fortunately,  disqualified  to  enter  the  field  by  a  severe  wound.  T'ntil 
lie  is  able  to  resume  his  duties  in  the  field  he  could  admirably  dis 
charge  those  of  inspector-general. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major- General. 

|  First  indorsement.  | 

HEADQUARTERS    All  MY    OF    NORTHERN    VIRGINIA. 

AudUtit   7o,  1S6L 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department. 
This  is  a  matter  for  decision  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 
as  it  pertains  to  duties  of  his  office.     I  can  only  state  that  Major  von 
Borcke  is  an  officer  of  singular  worth  and  merit,  of  great  zeal  and  gal 
lantry,  and  merits  everv  consideration. 

R,  E.  LEE, 

*    General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  RICHMOND, 

December  ;.vy,  186-L 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

As  this  was  inclosed  with  the  letter  in  reference  to  the  Cavalry 
Bureau  to  me,  I  presume  some  expression  of  opinion  is  expected.  As 
far  as  my  knowledge  of  this  officer  extends  I  think  this  appointment  a 
very  suitable  one. 

R.  S.   I-] WELL, 

Lieut  en  an  t-  Gen  era  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  l-f,  1864. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  I  regret  to  state  that  the  desertions  are  increasing  in  some  of  the 
regiments  of  this  army.  General  Hill  reports,  on  the  12th  instant,  the 
desertion  of  a  lieutenant  and  twenty-four  men  from  the  Ninth  Alabama 
Regiment,  ten  men  from  Dement's  (Maryland)  battery,  and  six  others 
from  different  regiments  of  Mahone's  division.  The  troops  are  suffer 
ing  much  discomfort  in  the  trenches,  which  may  in  part  account  for 
these  desertions,  and  the  circular  issued  by  the  Washington  author 
ities,  promising1  immunity  to  deserters  and  exemption  from  military 
service,  may  also  have  had  its  effect.  From  the  statements  of  Federal 
deserters  of  the  feeling  in  their  army,  I  wrote  to  you  some  time  since 
that  1  thought  good  might  be  done  by  issuing  an  order  promising  to 
receive  their  deserters  and  give  them  the  means  of  reaching  their  homes 
by  a  safe  route,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  your  views  on  the  subject. 
In  some  cases  I  believe  particular  causes  of  discontent  are  alleged  to 
exist  among  our  men.  In  the  Ninth  Alabama,  from  which  there  have 
been  numerous  desertions,  it  is  said  that  the  dismissal,  last  winter,  of 
a  favorite  officer  gave  great  dissatisfaction.  The  deserters  are  sup 
posed  to  be  making  their  way  home  with  the  intention  of  joining  some 
cavalry  commands  that  are  being  organized  in  Alabama,  as  I  am 
informed.  Unless  this  practice  be  checked,  our  army  will  be  seriously 
weakened.  Steps  should  be  at  once  instituted  to  punish  all  officers  who 
receive  deserters  into  their  commands,  and  I  recommend  that  the  or- 
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ganizations,  said  to  be  forming  iu  Alabama,  be  at  once  visited,  and  in 
case  deserters  from  this  or  any  other  army  be  found  in  them,  the  author 
ity  to  raise  them  be  revoked,  and  the  officers  and  men  placed  in  the 
regular  service.  I  have  before  pointed  out  the  evil  consequences 
resulting,  in  my  opinion,  from  granting  authority  to  raise  new  com 
panies,  &c. ;  but,  if  it  must  be  done,  I  advise  that  in  all  cases  the  pres 
ence  of  any  absentee  from  another  command  in  one  of  the  new  ones, 
whether  the  officer  commanding  was  aware  that  the  man  had  no  right 
to  enlist  with  him  or  not,  be  held  a  sufficient  reason  for  revoking  the 
authorization  and  breaking  up  the  new  organization.  I  see  no  other 
way  of  arresting  the  evil,  and  causing  those  engaged  in  recruiting  new 
commands  to  take  sufficient  precautions  against  receiving  deserters. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  14,  1864. 
Lieutenant- General  EWELL, 

Commanding,  &c.  : 

GENERAL  :  On  my  visit  to  Howlett's  house  yesterday  I  had  a  full 
view  of  the  ground  at  Dutch  Gap  and  could  see  distinctly  their  tents 
and  lines  of  intrenchments  in  front  and  rear  of  their  position,  with  rifle- 
pits  in  advance.  The  men  were  concealed  from  view,  probably  driven 
under  cover  by  our  tire,  which,  from  the  gun-boats,  was  very  accurate. 
No  working  parties  were,  of  course,  in  sight,  but  1  could  see  nothing  to 
indicate  the  construction  of  a  canal  as  is  reported  by  prisoners  and 
deserters  from  the  enemy.  Colonel  Mayo,  Third  Virginiallegiment,  who 
is  stationed  on  the  point  at  Howlett's  farm,  says  that  owing  to  the 
height  of  the  bluffs  at  Dutch  Gap  and  their  being  thickly  covered  with 
tall  trees  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  view  of  their  operations  from  the 
highest  point  on  his  side.  Small  parties  of  the  enemy,  however,  could 
be  seen  moving  along  the  bank  yesterday,  and  did  not  seem  much 
embarrassed  by  the  fire  of  our  batteries  or  gun-boats.  Officer  command 
ing  pickets  on  the  margin  of  the  river  reported  the  enemy  at  work  all 
night  before  last.  Wagons  were  heard  going  and  coming,  unloading 
plank ;  also  sounds  of  digging,  driving  stakes,  &c.  The  details  at  work 
are  estimated  to  be  about  000  men.  Can  you  not  from  some  point  on 
your  side  of  the  river  discover  what  the  enemy  is  doing?  If  we  cannot 
arrest  his  work  we  must  in  other  ways  counteract  his  operations.  Per 
haps  the  navy  might  accomplish  both  objects.  1  desire  you  to  see 
Captain  Mitchell  and  see  what  can  be  done. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  14,  1864 — <>.15  a.  m. 
General  C.  W.  FIELD, 

Chaffirts  Bluff: 

What  is  the  character  of  the  force  advancing  against  your  left? 
Concentrate  the  cavalry  in  that  quarter  and  dispose  your  infantry 
to  resist  it. 

K.  E.  LEE. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA. 

August  1-1,  1864 — 12.1~>  p.  m. 
General  C.  W.  FIELD, 

Chaffin's  Bluff: 

You  do  not  say  whether  the  force  of  enemy  is  infantry  or  cavalry. 
You  must  call  for  re-enforcements  from  Richmond.  There  are  none 
here.  (Jive  hour  of  dispatch. 

K.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  11,  1864. 
General  C.  W.  FIELD, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

Have  sent  to  halt  Hampton,  and  ordered  cavalry  from  this  side.  If 
unnecessary  let  me  know.  Aid  the  cavalry  all  you  can  and  drive  back 
enemy. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  14,  1864. 
General  C.  W.  FIELD, 

Cliaffirt*  Bluff: 

Hampton  will  be  with  you  this  evening.  Two  brigades  go  from  here. 
Major  Anderson,  with  500  cavalry,  ordered  from  Richmond.  This  may 
be  a  feint  to  draw  troops  from  here.  Watch  closely  and  return  the 
troops  here  at  the  earliest  moment. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  14,  1864. 
General  W.  HAMPTON, 

Beaver  Dam,  Va. : 

Halt  your  command  and  return  toward  Richmond.     Gregg's  division 
is  crossing  at  Deep  Bottom.     Send  back  an  otlicer  to  ascertain  position. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  14,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  E.  C.  ANDERSON,  Jr., 

Commanding  Detachment   Young' 's  Brigade  of  Caralri/: 
(Care  of  Lieutenaut-General  Ewell,  Richmond.) 

Proceed  at  once  with  your  command  to   the  vicinity  of  New  Market 
and  report  to  Major-General  Field,  commanding. 

W.  II .  TAYLOR, 
Assistan t  Adjutant- General. 


[AUGUST  15, 18G4. — For  General  Orders,  No.  05,  Adjutant  and  Inspec 
tor  General's  Office,  Richmond,  Va..  relating  to  treatment  of  deserters 
from  the  Union  Army,  see  inclosure,  Mott  to  Humphreys.  August 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )        .ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  192.  (  Richmond,  August  15,  1864. 

*  *  *      *         *  *  *  * 

XVIII.   Col.  M.   Lewis  Clark,    artillery,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S., 
is  assigned  to  inspection  duty  in  the  Ordnance   Department.    He  will 

report  to  and  receive  instructions  from  Col.  J.  Gorgas,  chief  of  ordnance, 
C.  S.  Army. 

•****#** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 

A ss ista n t  Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST  15,  18G4. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Farm  : 

One  of  Bearing's  scouts,  said  to  be  generally  correct,  reports  Hancock's 
Second  Corps  went  to  City  Point  and  came  back  again  yesterday. 
Field's  capture  of  prisoners  from  this  corps  yesterday  seems  to  contra 
dict  this.  Perhaps  you  have  positive  information.  .Bearing  also  re 
ports  enemy  have  withdrawn  their  pickets  from  Gary's  Church.  Ilill 
reports  enemy  has  strengthened  his  force  in  his  front.  At  daylight 
about  three  brigades  were  seen  moving  to  enemy's  left.  Hill's  pickets 
report  wagons  or  artillery  moving  from  11  until  3  o'clock  last  night  to 
our  left. 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


AUGUST  15,  18(14. 
General  R.  E.  LEE: 

General  Hampton  telegraphs  from  Richmond  his  command  is  moving 
back  and  he  awaits  instructions  there.  Cars  are  at  Dunlop's  for  two 
brigades.  If  not  needed  for  this  purpose,  Colonel  Otey  would  like  to 
have  them  for  supplies. 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  N.  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTHERN  VA., 

year  Petersburg,  Va.,  Aiujust  15,  1SG4. 

General  SAMUEL  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Ya.: 

GENERAL:  Understanding  that  General  Braxton  Bragg  has  returned 
to  Richmond,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  as  early  an  answer  as  practi 
cable  to  my  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

General. 

*  See  Vol.  \  L,  Part  III,  p.  801. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE. 

August  17.  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  the  former 
letter  of  General  Beauregard  was  referred,  inclosed  in  B.  152.'}.  some 
time  since. 

IT.  L.  CLAY, 
A  adjutant  Adjutant-  (fetwral. 

[Second  indorsement .  | 

AUGUST  10,  1804. 

Respectfully  referred,  at  the  request  of  General  Beauregard.  to  Gen 
eral  Bragg. 

It  is  hoped  the  explanations  of  General  Beauregard  may  be  deemed 
satisfactory,  as  I  apprehend  a  court  of  inquiry,  under  present  circum 
stances,  would  be  inconvenient  and  probably  mischievous. 

,}.  A.  SKDDOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Third  indorsement.! 

• 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  STATES, 

August  ;JL\  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  honorable.  Secretary  of  War. 
The  communication  relating  to  the  movement  of  Baker's  regiment 
was  one  of  many  on  the  subject  of  delays  attending  the  transfer  of 
troops  in  different  parts  of  the  Confederacy  last  spring.  I  had  been 
specially  directed  to  inquire  into  these  delays,  and  in  making  this  re 
port,  after  mentioning  the  case  of  Baker's  regiment,  L  proceeded  to  call 
attention  to  the  want  of  promptness  generally  in  complying  with  orders 
for  the  movements  of  troops.  The  wording  of  this  paragraph  plainly 
shows  its  general  application,  but  as  it  may,  when  isolated,  be  con 
strued  to  reflect  specially  on  General  Beauregard,  my  senior  in  commis 
sion,  with  whom  my  relations,  both  personal  and  official,  have  ever 
been  and  I  hope  will  continue  of  the  kindest  nature.  L  beg  to  withdraw 
the  letter  from  the  tiles  of  your  office. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG, 

General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

AUGUST  22,  18G4. 

I  am  gratified  to  find  that  there  need  not  be  any  further  controversy 
on  this  point  between  two  such  influential  leaders  of  the  army,  and 
allow,  with  pleasure,  the  withdrawal  generously  sought. 

'.I.  A.  SKDDOX. 

Secretary. 


RICHMOND.  Anyuxt  15,  1804. 
Major-General  FIELD, 

Chaffin's  Hluff: 

What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in   your  front  this  morning?     Full 
information  is  necessary  for  intelligent  co-operation. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 
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HEADQUARTERS    ARMY   <)F    NORTHERN   VIRGINIA, 

August  _/,->,  1X6 i — 1  :>.:-}()  a.  -in. 
Ma].  (Jen.  C.  W.  FIELD, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

Your  telegram  of  9  p.  in.  received.  Two  brigades  of  infantry  and 
W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division  of  cavalry  are  on  their  way  to  you.  The  infan 
try  left  by  rail  at  7.30  and  O..'>0  p.  in.  The  cavalry  will  move  right  on. 
Send  an  officer  to  meet  it  with  instructions  to  (leiieral  W.  II.  F.  Lee 
where  he  is  most  required.  Hampton  is  moving  down  from  other  side. 

\V.  11.  TAYLOR, 
Affsiata n t  Adjx t<t it t- (renertt I. 

Keep  Richmond  advised  of  movements  of  enemy's  cavalry. 

\V.  11.  T. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF.  Aut/Hst  1<;,  isa-j — in.:-sr,  «.  m. 
President  DAVIS: 

General  Field,  on  the  Darbytown  road,  reports  that  General  Lee's 
pickets  at  the  swamp^have  been  driven  back,  and  that  the  enemy  in 
heavy  force  are  advancing  up  the  Charles  City  road  and  are  nearly  at 
White's  Tavern.  Enemy  is  in  rear  of  Field's  force,  and  it  will  be  thrown 
over  on  the  left  to  attack  enemy  in  Hank.  I  recommend  the  works  at 
Richmond  to  be  manned.  If  Hampton's  force  is  accessible,  please  order 
it  at  once  down  Charles  City  road. 

R.  E.  LEE. 

[  Indorsement.  | 

General  G.  W.  C.  LEE: 

To  man  the  works  as  advised,  have  the  local  defense  troops  called  out 
and  notify  General  Pemberton  so  that  he  may  give  the  needful  orders 
in  regard  to  the  artillery  of  the  Richmond  defenses. 

JEFF'X  DAVIS. 


RICHMOND,  Auyimt  K 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffin'x  lihiff: 

Your  dispatch  of  this  day  received.  General  G-.  W.  C.  Lee  will  put 
his  brigade  in  the  city  defenses,  and  General  Pemberton  will  make  the 
needful  disposition  of  the  artillery  along  the  same  lines.  General 
Hampton's  division  passed  down  the  Charles  City  road  this  morning. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


CHAFFTN'S  BLUFF,  Amjuxt  tn.  iwu — /  j>.  in. 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR: 

The  enemy  has  made  a  determined  attack  on  our  line  between  the 
Darbytown  and  Charles  City  roads.  At  one  time  lie  broke  through,  but 
was  repulsed,  and  we  now  occupy  our  original  positions. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  August  id,  186-1 — 8.30  p.  m. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR: 

The  enemy  did  not  renew  the  attack  after  his  repulse  mentioned  in 
my  first  dispatch.  His  force  on  the  Charles  City  road,  after  advancing 
to  within  two  miles  of  White's  Tavern,  was  driven  back  across  White 
Oak  Swamp.  Our  loss  was  small. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  193.  )  Richmond,  August  16,  1861. 

*  *  *  *  *  #  * 

III.  Capt.  F.  T.  Forbes,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  will 
report  without  delay  to  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding,  «&c.,  to 
relieve  Maj.  Charles  Howard,  commissary  of  subsistence,  as  chief  com 
missary  of  the  troops  in  the  Department  of  Richmond.  Captain  Forbes 
will  continue  to  superintend  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  of  war  in  this 
city. 

*#***#* 

XXXIII.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  C.  Lee,  commanding-  forces  for  local 
defense,  will  immediately  report  with  his  command  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Ewell,  commanding,  &e. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  DEFENSES, 

August  1C,  1861. 
Ma.j.  T.  O.  CHESTNEY, 

Assiutft  ii  t  Ad  j  titan  t-  Genera  I  : 

MAJOR  :  I  inclose,  for  the  consideration  of  the  lieutenant-general  com 
manding,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  dispatched  to  me  on  yesterday  by  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  M.  Maury,  at  New  Market  Hill,  informing'  me  that  the  mortars 
and  howitzers  (if  not  already  in  possession  of  the  enemy)  placed  by  me  at 
that  point  for  the  purpose1  of  operating  against  the  enemy's  pontoon 
bridge  at  Deep  Bottom,  had  been  turned  over  by  order  of  General 
Field  to  Colonel  Carter.  These  guns  were  taken  from  the  defenses  of 
Richmond  for  the  special  service  indicated,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maury  had  been  placed  in  command  of  them  by  me.  Besides  these, 
guns  two  light  batteries  and  a  section  of  a  third,  attached  to  the  Rich 
mond  defenses,  and  temporarily  sent  by  me  to  New  Market,  were  by 
this  order  of  General  Field  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Car 
ter.  I  visited  New  Market  in  person  soon  after  the  dispatch  from  Col 
onel  Maury  had  been  sent,  and  ascertained  from  Colonel  Carter  that  the 
facts  communicated  to  me  by  Colonel  Maury  were  correct.  1  submit 
this  to  the  consideration  of  the  lieu  ten  ant- general  commanding  lor  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  it  meets  with  his  approbation. 
1  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  C.  PEMllKIJTON. 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Cmnimniding. 
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[Inrlosure.] 

NEW  MARKET,  August  15,  1864. 

(Received  2  p.  m.) 
Colonel  PEMBERTON: 

All  the  artillery  at  this  point,  including  that  sent  down  by  you,  has 
been  placed  by  General  Field  in  command  of  Colonel  Carter.  I  con 
sidered  in  this  case  that  we  had  nothing'  more  to  do  with  the  operation 
here,  and  ordered  Major  Taylor  back  to  take  charge  at  the  bluff  while  I 
remained  merely  as  a  looker-on.  I  have  no  authority  here  to  interfere 
with  the  artillery  in  any  way.  Colonel  Carter  permitted  the  mortar 
detachments  to  return  to  camp.  He  also  sent  the  20-pounder  Parrotts 
back  where  they  came  from.  It  is  useless  for  Major  Taylor  to  return 
here,  as  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  exercise  any  command.  The  how 
itzers,  I  fear,  are  gone.  It  is  thought  that  the  enemy  carried  them  off 
last  night.  The  10- pounder  Parrotts  are  here  and  under  command  of 
Colonel  Carter.  As  you  seem  to  have  sent  the  order  for  my  return  to  the 
THuff  under  a  misapprehension  I  will  wait  for  an  answer  to  this  before 
returning.  I  would  like  to  remain  a  day  or  two  to  see  the  result  of 
operations  here. 

J.  M.  MAUEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  id,  1861 — <s'  a.  m. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  tiluff,  Xorth  Side  of  James  River : 

All  quiet  yesterday  and  last  night.  Scouts  report  Second  Corps 
marched  with  five  days'  rations;  expedition  must  then  be  only  a  diver 
sion  to  prevent  Early  being  re-enforced. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,   Ta.,  August  17,  186-1. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  &c. : 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  hear  with  regret  of  the  increased  tendency  to  desertion 
manifested  by  a  portion  of  your  army.  1  can  well  understand  the  dis 
comfort  and  suffering  which  troops  in  this  weather  must  suffer  in  the 
trenches,  and  I  fear  with  you  that  the  patriotism  and  self-denial  of  our 
soldiers  may  not  always  be  proof  against  the  temptations  offered  by 
the  Washington  authorities.  I  have  received  your  recommendation  of 
an  order,  which  should  operate  per  contra,  as  an  inducement  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  enemy  to  desert,  and  after  conferring  with  the  President 
and  slightly  modifying  it,  to  conform  to  the  suggestions  made  by  him, 
I  had  directed  it  to  be  issued  and  sent  to  you.  1  hope  it  will  operate 
advantageously  to  our  cause.  One  of  the  particular  causes  mentioned 
by  you  as  tending  to  promote  desertion  has,  I  am  sure,  no  just  founda 
tion,  unless  misapprehension  prevails  among  our  troops. 

Since  receiving  your  remonstrance  against  the  issue  of  authorities  to 
raise  new  companies,  and  your  exposition  of  the  mischiefs  resulting, 
finding  your  views  confirmed  by  inquiries  which  I  caused  to  be  made  in 
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our  other  armies,  I  promptly  revoked  the  new  outstanding  permits,  and 
from  that  time  have  steadily  refused  to  grant  any  more,  so  that  at  this 
time  there  is  no  authority  to  recruit  or  form  new  organizations  in 
Alabama  or  elsewhere  issued  from  this  Department.  The  attention  of 
the  Department  has  likewise  been  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  discover 
and  return  all  deserters  who  have  recruited  in  other  companies  to  their 
proper  commands.  Inspections  have  been  made  in  the  armies  of  the 
South  and  West,  and  notice  given  that  deserters  should  not  be  received, 
and  that  all  heretofore  enlisted  should  be  returned  to  their  proper  com 
mands.  In  regard  to  the  dissatisfaction  said  to  have  resulted  in  the 
Ninth  Alabama  Regiment  from  the  dismissal  of  a  favorite  officer  I  have 
no  information :  but  1  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  if  any  remedy 
can  be  found  will  endeavor  to  apply  it. 

I  am  glad  to  have  your  suggestions  on  these  or  any  other  matters 
relating  to  the  organization  and  improvement  of  your  army,  and  hope 
to  profit  by  them. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  17, 186L 

General  SAMUEL  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 
Cannot   General   MacRae    be    assigned    permanently   to   command 
Martin's  brigade  and  General  Conner  (temporarily)  Elliott's  brigade.' 
The  services  of  these  two  officers  are  pressingly  needed. 

G.  T.  I3EAUREGARI). 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  17  j  1S61. 

Colonel  STEVENS, 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  Northern   Virginia: 

COLONEL:  General  Alexander  and  myself  to-day  examined  the  lines 
about  Chamberlayne's  and  in  rear  of  the  crater  of  the  enemy's  mine  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  with  view  of  best  defense  in  event  of  another  mint* 
anywhere  in  that  quarter.  We  concur  in  the  following  arrangement  of 
guns  as  best.  viz:  At  the  pits  preparing  for  three  Blakely  32 -pounders, 
to  have  one  of  those;  immediately  next  it  and  on  its  left,  one  8-iiich 
howitzer,  and  next  to  it  one  24-pounder  howitzer.  This,  we  think,  com 
bines  best  the  coalition  there.  The  other  two  3ii-ponnder  Blakelys 
had  best,  we  think,  be  put  on  the  knob  behind  the  Griffith  house,  and 
near  them,  on  the  same  knob,  two  -M-pouuder  howitzers.  The  two  30- 
pounder  Parrotts,  now  in  position  near  the  mouth  of  Ragland's  lane, 
behind  General  Heth's  headquarters,  ought,  we  think,  to  be  removed, 
as  their  ammunition  is  wholly  unsafe  to  fire  with  over  our  lines;  two  8 
or  10  inch  mortars  had  better  be  gotten,  if  possible,  we  consider,  and 
placed  there.  Those  30-pounder  Parrotts  might  be  used  with  advan 
tage  on  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  and  the  8  inch  howitzer 
recently  placed  there  might  be  usefully  transferred  to  some  point 
behind  Chaiuberlayue's  battery ;  suppose  that  just  in  front  of  where  the 
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30-pounder  Parrotts  now  are.  Please  confer  with  such  superior  officers 
as  you  find  it  proper  to  consult,  and  if  your  final  judgment  agrees  with 
ours  let  these  arrangements  be  made. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  X.  PEXDLETOX, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HDQKS.  ARTILLERY,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  17, 

Colonel  WALKER, 

Comdg.  Artillery,  Third  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

COLONEL:  General  Alexander  and  myself  to-day  examined  the  lines 
about  Chamberlayne's  battery.  We  should  have  been  very  glad  to 
have  had  your  counsel  and  would  have  asked  you  to  join  us,  but  I  sup 
posed  your  boils  would  not  permit  you  to  ride  and  walk  so  far.  We 
concur,  among  other  points,  in  the  judgment  that  the.  three  24-pounder 
howitzers  which  you  now  have  in  position  to  use  as  mortars  will  be 
much  more  useful  for  the  general  line  placed  elsewhere,  and  that  three 
Coehorn  mortars  in  their  stead  will  answer  there  better.  It  seems  very 
probable  that  the  enemy  is  moving  in  earnest  toward  Chamberlayne's 
battery,  and  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  prepare  strong  defense 
there.  Toward  this  we  think  one  of  those  Ui-pounder  howitzers  had 
better  be  in  one  of  the  three  pits  in  rear  of  Chamberlayne's  prepared 
for  .'{--pounder  Blakely,  an  8-inch  howitzer  and  one  3LJ-pounder 
Blakely  being  also  there.  The  other  two  howitzers  (iM-pounders)  and 
the  other  two  Blakelys  may  perhaps  be  best  placed  in  the  knob  behind 
the  Griffith  house.  The  two  30-pounder  Parrotts  had  best,  we  think, 
be  removed  to  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  their  ammunition  being 
so  unsafe  to  tire  with  over  our  line,  and  in  their  stead  two  8  or  10  inch 
mortars  might  be  there  used  to  advantage,  and  perhaps  an  8-inch  how 
itzer  in  front  of  them  where  Garden  had  two  guns.  1  wish  you  to  con 
fer  with  General  Alexander  on  these  several  points  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  also  with  Colonel  Stevens  and  General  Hill,  as  it  may  be  neces 
sary  to  have  their  views  in  the  case,  and  as  far  as  can  be  done  without 
contravening  any  important  judgment,  let  the  proposed  arrangements 
be  carried  into  effect  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The  prospect  of 
such  operations  by  the  enemy  and  these  adjustments  render  it  advis 
able  for  us  to  defer  the  exchange  of  certain  battalions  between  General 
Alexander  and  yourself  of  which  we  had  spoken. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  X.  PEXDLETOX, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  17, 1864 — 10  a.  m. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffin's  Bluff: 

All  quiet  here  yesterday  and  last  night.  Xo  material  change  re 
ported  in  enemy's  movements  or  position.  Thirty-six  wagons  and  ten 
ambulances  passed  this  morning  on  military  road,  rear  [of]  Battery  5, 
going  in  direction  of  City  Point. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  17, 1864 — 5  p.  m. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

ChaJJin'*  Bluff,  Va.: 

Have  ordered  our  batteries  to  open  daily  for  thirty  minutes,  at  2  and 
3  a.  in.,  to  prevent  enemy's  concentration  of  troops  for  an  attack. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  August  18,  1864. 

(Received  11.15  p.  m.) 
Lion.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

This  morning  our  skirmishers  rcoccupicd  the  hill  north  of  Dutch 
Gap,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven  by  our  gun-boats.  This 
afternoon  the  left  of  our  line  north  of  James  River  advanced  against 
the  enemy's  right  to  discover  his  strength  and  position;  drove  in  his 
skirmish  line,  and  finding  him  strongly  intrenched  withdrew.  About 
noon  the  enemy  in  front  of  Petersburg  moved  his  Fifth  Corps  toward 
the  Weldon  railroad,  when  he  was  met  by  General  lleth,  who  drove 
him  a  mile,  capturing  150  prisoners. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \        ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  11)3.  )  Richmond  August  18,  1864. 

******* 

XX.  Capt.  M.  T.  Davidson,  Signal  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty  with 
the  division  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  C.  W.  Field,  and  will  report  ac 
cordingly. 

******* 

Bv  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assista nt  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )     HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  196.  \  August  18,  1864. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  McGowan,  having  reported  for  duty,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  his  brigade.  General  Conner  is  relieved  from  the  com 
mand  of  McGowairs  brigade,  and  will  retain  the  command,  for  the 
present,  of  Lane's  brigade  and  the  detachments  which  were  ordered  to 
report  to  him. 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  18,  1864. 
[Lieut,  Col.  W.  T.  POAGUE:] 

COLONEL  :  Colonel  Walker  is  much  in  need  of  men  to  work  two  heavy 
guns.     Our  artillery  as  well  as  infantry  force  here  has  quite  as  much  as 
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it  can  do  with  ordinary  armament,  preparing  breast-works,  &c.  I  write, 
therefore,  to  get  you  to  wend  down  to  Colonel  Walker  as  soon  as  practi 
cable  such  number  of  men  as  you  can  spare  from  Penick's  battery,  to 
work  those  two  heavy  guns.  I  suppose  you  can,  with  your  other  com 
panies  and  a  portion  of  Peniek's  men,  temporarily  man  his  battery  and 
use  it  effectually,  if  need  be,  where  now  posted.  If  so,  let  Captain 
Peuick  come  with  about  thirty  men,  including,  say,  two  non-commis 
sioned  officers  besides,  if  any  can  be  spared.  Of  course  this  is  not  per 
emptorily  addressed,  because  1  do  not  know  the  particulars  of  your 
situation;  you  can  exercise  a  judicious  discretion  in  the  case.  But,  if 
you  can  safely  admit  the  arrangement,  retain  Peniek's  guns  and  horses 
for  the  present,  use  them  as  best  you  can,  and  send  the  captain  and 
men  asked  for  to  Colonel  Walker  and  as  soon  as  practicable-. 
•Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


AUGUST  IS,  1804. 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  M.  WILCOX, 

Dunlop's: 

The  camp  of  army  headquarters  is  being  moved  to  the  north  side  of 
James  River.  Communications  for  the  commanding  general  should  be 
addressed  to  Chafnu's  Bluff  until  otherwise  directed. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
(Same  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett.) 


PETERSBURG,  \  A.,  August  18, 186-1 — 10.15  a.  m. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff,  Ya.: 

Following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Bearing: 

Enemy  has  driven  in  my  pickets  and  reserve  in  front  of  Yellow  House.  I  am 
just  going  up  with  another  regiment.  Colonel  Taliaferro  reports  them  in  force  with 
infantry  and  cavalry. 

Can  a-ny  cavalry  re-enforcements  be  sent  him!    I  have  none  here. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


PETERSBURG,  August  IS,  1861 — 12  m. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

Artillery  firing  of  this  morning  has  developed  nothing.  General 
Dealing  reported  just  now,  "  Enemy  is  advancing  in  force  both  upon 
railroad  and  Vaughan  road.''  I  have  ordered  two  brigades  of  infantry 
to  support  General  Dearing.  They  must  return  to-night  to  their  posi 
tions. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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NEAR  PETERSBURG,  \'A.,Ai«just  18,186-1 — 3.i<>  />.  m. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

ChufiW*  Bluff: 

General  Hill  reports  that  prisoners  taken  state  that  two  divisions  of 
Fifth  Corps  are  011  railroad.     lias  Fifth  Corps  left  your  front  ? 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGARD. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  18.  i8Hi — ;  />.  in. 
General  R.   E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

General  Dearing  reports  having  checked  enemy's  advance  at  the 
Davis  house,  where  they  have  formed  strong'  line  of  battle  in  his 
front,  lie  does  not  think,  however,  the  force  more  than  a  few  regi 
ments  of  infantry  and  one  or  two  of  cavalry.  I  have  sent  some  infantry 
to  his  assistance. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  18,  1861 — 7 p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing   Bhiff\  Va.  : 

General  Heth  reports  having-  driven  enemy  about  one  mile  below 
Davis'  house.  Over  150  prisoners  taken,  representing1  three  divisions 
of  Fifth  Corps.  Heth  desires  re-enforcements  to  complete  his  success. 
He  has  already  all  1  can  spare,  three  brigades  infantry,  which  must 
return  to  vicinity  of  lines  during  night. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


DUNN'S  HILL,  August  IS,  186-1 — 10.-15  p.  m. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Farm: 

General  Hoke  reports  that  the  railroad  to  City  Point  has  been  used 
a  great  deal  to-day  by  the  enemy,  and  that  they  are  still  doing  so; 
also  that  bands  have  been  heard  in  that  direction  indicating  the  move 
ment  of  troops. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General, 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA., 

August  18,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  F.  GILMER, 

Chief  Engineer,  Richmond,  V<i.: 

General  Lee,  having  moved  his  headquarters  from  here,  it  is  probable 
Colonel  Stevens  will  soon  follow  him;  hence  Colonel  Harris,  whose 
health,  moreover,  is  not  very  good,  cannot  be  spared  for  Mobile.  Should 
General  Lee  not  require  Colonel  Stevens  he  could  be  sent  to  that 
locality. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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PETERSBURG.  August  IS,  1861. 
Colonel  GARNETT, 

Commanding  Hieksford  : 

Enemy  reported  on  railroad  at   Yellow  House — both  infantry  and 
cavalry.     Be  on  the  alert. 

GEOEGE  WM.  BEENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General . 

(Same  to  Colonel  Armistead,  Weldon.) 


GENERAL  HOSPITAL,  HOWARD'S  GROVE, 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  18,  18(11. 
Hon.  JAMES  M.  BAKER, 
Hon.  A.  E.  MAXWELL, 

C.  8.  Senators  from   Florida  : 

GENTLEMEN:  As  an  officer  of  the  C.  S.  Army  it  is  my  duty  to  do  all 
in  my  power  to  increase  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  our  armies  by 
the  exercise  of  my  profession  or  by  my  advice  on  subjects  appertaining 
to  the  medical  hygiene  and  regulation  of  the  health  of  the  soldiers 
under  my  care  and  others  when  necessary.  I  address  this  communi 
cation  to  you  in  order  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  General 
Finegan's  brigade  from  our  State.  This  brigade  is  a  very  large  one, 
and  was  highly  efficient  while  in  Florida,  for  the  reason  that  the  men 
were  accustomed  to  the  climate,  which  is  highly  favorable  to  soldiers 
who  are  acclimated.  They  enjoyed  good  health,  and  were  capable  of 
doing  good  service.  Since  the  arrival  of  this  brigade  in  Virginia,  the 
latter  part  of  May  last,  its  strength  has  been  reduced  fully  two-thirds 
by  various  causes,  but  principally  from  climatic  influences.  This  being 
the  hospital  for  the  States  of  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Texas, 
and  Arkansas,  I  will  give  some  facts  which  go  to  show  that  these 
Floridians  suffer  more  from  sickness  here  than  either  of  the  other 
States,  because  there  are  more  new  troops  from  Florida  than  from 
either  of  the  other  States.  Texas  and  Arkansas  have  but  few  troops 
here,  and  they  are  all  veterans.  Mississippi  and  Alabama  have  many 
more  than  Florida,  mostly  veterans  also.  The  numbers  received  into 
the  hospital  from  each  of  those  States  are  as  follows:  Alabama,  2,1*98; 
Mississippi,  925;  Florida,  817;  Texas,  295;  Arkansas,  74.  Alabama 
has  about  fifty  regiments;  Mississippi,  about  forty;  Florida,  six  ;  Texas, 
three,  and  Arkansas,  two,  so  that  the  proportion  from  Florida  is  far 
greater  than  from  either  of  the  other  States,  and  the  deaths  are  still 
greater  in  proportion  to  the  admissions.  The  admissions  are  about  one- 
quarter,  while  the  deaths  are  one-third,  showing  that  the  Floridians  die 
more  rapidly  than  from  these  other  States. 

The  composition  of  this  brigade  will  also  prove  that  it  cannot  be  efficient 
in  this  climate  under  the  fatigues  which  they  are  necessarily  compelled 
to  go  through.  First,  it  is  composed  of  men  over  conscript  age; 
second,  men  within  conscript  age  who  have  been  discharged  from  other 
commands  in  Virginia  and  Tennessee  because  they  were  unable  to 
stand  the  hard  service;  third,  boys  under  eighteen,  a  large  number 
of  whom  have  taken  measles  and  will  be  unfit  for  service  here  for  some 
months,  and  if  they  are  furloughed  they  have  to  come  back  and  go 
through  the  same  acclimation  as  if  they  had  never  been  here;  all  these 
facts  go  to  prove  that  this  brigade  cannot  do  service  in  Virginia.  It 
came  here  2,500  rank  and  tile,  and  now  I  am  informed  there  are  less 
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than  800  for  duty.  If  they  were  sent  back  to  Florida  all  those  sick 
would  soon  recover  and  it  would  again  be  an  efficient  body  of  troops 
and  would  do  good  service  there,  while  here  many  of  them  will  die.  and 
others  will  cumber  the  hospitals  and  be  a  trouble  and  expense  to  the 
Government.  With  these  opinions,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  fully 
corroborated  by  the  officers  of  the  brigade,  I  would  earnestly  request 
you  to  endeavor  to  get  this  brigade  back  to  Florida,  and  by  so  doing 
you  will  benefit  the  cause  far  more  than  to  let  these  men  linger  out  a 
painful  existence  in  a  climate  inimical  to  them.  Our  rulers  are  men  of 
enlarged  views  and  experience,  and  I  have  no  doubt  if  you  would  repre 
sent  the  matter  to  them  they  would  at  once  order  them  back. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  PALMER, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  19,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON, 

Commanding  Car  airy : 

GENERAL:  I  desire  to  express  the  gratification  I  have  derived  from 
the  conduct  of  the  cavalry  during  its  late  operations  north  of  James 
River.  The  success  of  General  W.  II.  F.  Lee's  division,  on  the  lath 
instant;  the  more  signal  result  that  attended  the  combined  attack  of 
his  and  General  Gary's  forces  on  the  following  day,  and  the  skillful 
execution  of  your  orders  on  the  18th  by  General  Butler  with  his  divis 
ion,  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  several  commands  engaged.  Please 
express  to  the  officers  and  men  my  thanks  for  their  gallant  and  valua 
ble  services.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  cavalry  in  the  fall  of  General 
Chambliss  will  be  felt  throughout  the  army,  in  which,  by  his  courage, 
energy,  and  skill,  he  had  won  for  himself  an  honorable  name. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )       AU.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  190.  )  Richmond,  Va.,  August  19,  1861. 

******* 
XXXVII.  Paragraph  XTV,  Special  Orders,  Xo.  187,*  current  series, 
is  hereby  revoked,  and  Brig.  Gen.  .J.  J.  Archer,  Provisional  Army,  C. 
S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  will 
report  to  General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  197.  )  August  19,  1864. 

******* 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Archer  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  Archer's 
and  Walker's  brigades  (temporarily  united),  of  Ileth's  division,  Third 
Corps,  and  will  report  accordingly. 

"  See  Vol.  XXXV1I1,  l':irt  V,  p.  U53. 
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III.  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Kirkland  will  report  to  (General  G.  T.  Beau- 
regard  for  assignment  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  of  Iloke's  divis 
ion  heretofore  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Martin. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  II.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 

Assist(uit  Adjutant-General. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  19,  1SG-1 — s  a.  m. 

General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

Three  divisions  of  enemy  reported  still  in  position  fortifying  where 
repulsed  last  evening  near  Davis'  house,  on  Weldon  railroad.  I  will 
endeavor  to-day  to  dislodge  him  with  four  brigades  of  our  infantry  and 
the  division  of  cavalry  you  have  promised.  Result  would  be  more  cer 
tain  withTi  stronger  force  of  infantry.  Signal  station  reports  just  now 
one  brigade  of  infantry,  100  wagons,  and  forty-nine  ambulances  pass 
ing  toward  our  front  on  military  road  in  rear  of  Battery  5. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


XEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  19,  isoi — 9.20  a.  m. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffin's  Bluff j  Ya.: 

Captured  Yankee  captain.  Says  object  of  expedition  was  to  break 
up  Weldoii  railroad  and  so  weaken  our  forces  in  front  as  to  increase 
chances  of  breaking  our  lines,  intimating  use  of  another  move.  The 
tire  of  our  batteries  this  morning  must  have  disconcerted  enemy's 
plans. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


PETERSBURG,  August  19,  lSG-1 — 1.30  p.  m. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

General  AVilcox  reports  passing  of  wagons  or  artillery  all  night  over 
pontoon  bridge  from  north  to  south  side  of  Appomattox. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


PETERSBURG,  August  19, 1804. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

Colonel  Simmons,  of  Thomas'  brigade,  reports  that  a  brigade  of 
infantry  passed  pontoon  bridge  this  <i.  in.  about  7  o'clock,  moving  this 
way.  Artillery  or  wagons  were  passing  bridge  all  night. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 
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PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  19,  l$G-i  —  <s  p.  m. 


Capt.  A.  II.  CIIISOI/M, 

Aide-de-Camp,  tipotxirood  House,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Should  you  not  be  able  to  obtain  an  answer  to  my  letter  see  Secre 
tary  of  War  on  the  subject  and  return  as  soon  as  practicable.     We 
have  just  defeated  the  enemy  on  Weldon  road  near  here.     Captured 
large  numbers  of  prisoners. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


HEADQUARTERS  BATTALION, 

Friend's  Farm,  August  U).  1861. 
General  W.  X.  PENDLETON, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

GENERAL:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  received  last  night, 
Captain  Penick  is  sent  with  thirty  men  to  report  to  Colonel  Walker. 
We  will  make  out  to  man  his  guns  in  case  they  are  needed.  We  are 
not  altogether  idle  here;  a  moderate  fire  is  kept  up  at  night  on  the 
enemy  at  Dutch  Gap,  where  it  is  pretty  well  ascertained  they  are  cut 
ting  a  channel.  Two  of  my  companies,  Utterback's  and  Williams', 
were  sent  to  Colonel  Carter  a  few  days  since  in  obedience  to  order  from 
General  Lee. 

•   I  am,  general,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  POAGITE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  d'C. 


[AUGUST  20,  1804. — For  Lee  to  Seddon  and  P>eauregard  to  Seddon, 
porting  engagement  on  Weldon  railroad,  19th,  see  Part  I,  pp.  851, 


reportin 

858. 
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Xo.  197.  )  '  Richmond,  August  20,  1864. 

******* 

XXIV.  Maj.  J.  E.  Braithwaite,  quartermaster,  Provisional  Army, 

C.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with  Brig.  Gen.  J.  A.  Walker,  commanding 

forces  on  line  of  Richmond  and  Danville  Eailroad,  and  will  report 
accordingly. 

*  #  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 

Adjutant- General. 


XEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  20,  1861 — tf.l-7  a.  m. 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Chaffing  Bluff,  Va.: 

General  Hill  reports  enemy  still  occupying  part  of  railroad  where  ho 
is  fortifying.  Am  endeavoring  to  make  necessary  arrangements  to 
dislodge  him  to-day,  if  practicable. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 
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NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  20,  1861. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Chaffirfs  Bluff,  Va. : 

Dispatches  of  1  and  1.45  o'clock  just  received.  Prisoners  state  that 
Second  Corps  has  relieved  Ninth  Corps  in  the  trenches.  Signal  sta 
tion  reporting:  movements  of  troops  would  seem  to  confirm  this. 
Every  available  man  who  can  be  spared  from  trenches  has  been  with 
drawn.  Shall  try  attack  in  the  morning-  with  all  the  force  I  can  spare. 
I  will  call  on  Wilcox  for  a  brigade  as  instructed. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  20, 186-1 — ;  p.  m. 
General  E.  E.  LEE,  Chaffing  Bluff,  Va.: 

Expect  to  attack  early  in  the  morning.  Have  already  taken  one 
brigade  from  Ploke  and  another  from  Johnson,  extending  their  com 
mands  in  the  lines  to  utmost.  No  available  force  shall  be  left  behind. 
Am  happy  to  hear  of  Early's  success. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAKD. 


[AUGUST  21,  1804. — For  Lee  to  Seddon,  reporting  withdrawal  of 
enemy  from  north  side,  of  James  Eiver,  and  engagement  on  Weldon 
railroad,  see  Part  I,  p.  851. | 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  August  20, 
General  T.  IT.  HOLMES,  Raleigh,  N.  C. : 

The  position  of  the  enemy  on  Weldon  railroad  requires  your  forces 
to  be  in  readiness  for  prompt  movement.  The  force  at  Wilmington 
should  be  increased. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Mr.  D.  II.  WOOD,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Have  cars  at  Rice's  Turnout  as  soon  as  possible  to  bring  two  brigades* 
say  2,000  men,  to  Petersburg.  The  troops  are  now  there,  or  nearly 
there. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  186-1 — lip.  m. 
CHARLES  G.  TALCOTT, 

Danville  Railroad,  Richmond,  Va. : 

It  is  reported  that  enemy's  cavalry  crossed  Weldon  railroad  at  Reams' 
this  evening  and  took  direction  of  Dinwiddie  Court-House.  Raid  on 
South  Side  and  Danville  road  may  be  contemplated.  Be  on  the  look 
out  for  them. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

(Same  to  Colonel  Sandford,  superintendent  South  Side  road,  Peters 
burg,  Va.) 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  W.  FIELD: 

It' all  the  enemy  have  left  send  as  many  of  your  brigades  as  you  can 
spare.     If  Gregg  has  left  request  Hampton  to  report  to  me. 

11.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  1864 — 1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  W.  FIELD,  Chaffing  Bluff: 

A  brigade  of  cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  followed  by  wagon  train, 
are  reported  crossing  in  front  of  our  works  around  Petersburg  to  our 
right.  Advise  General  Hampton.  These  troops  are  supposed  to  come 
from  north  of  James  River. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  1861 — 1.15  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gc;i.  C.  W.  FIELD: 

Telegram  received.*  If  enemy  has  reduced  his  force  send  two  of 
your  brigades  to  Petersburg.  Telegraph  Major  Wood,  Richmond,  to 
have  cars  at  Rice's  Turnout. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  1861. 
General  G.  T.  ANDERSON,  Commanding  Brigade,  Bunions: 

Camp  your  brigade  for  to-night  at  some  convenient  point  near  where 
you  are  landed  from  the  cars.  Notify  army  headquarters  of  your  loca 
tion.  Extend  same  orders  to  dismounted  cavalry. 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  21, 1864 — 1.45  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON: 

Your  telegram  received.  If  enemy's  cavalry  has  left  north  side  I 
desire  you  to  move  with  Hampton's  division  to  this  point  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  21,  1864 — 8  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON,  Near  Chaffitfx  Bluff: 

Telegram  received.  Need  npL-iuurch  all  night.  Select  convenient 
camp  for  the  night  and.,  move  on  early  in  the  morning.  Don't  injure 
horses. 

v    W'  IL  TAYLOR, 
A^ssistant  Adjutant- General. 
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PETERSBURG,  August  21,  1864. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

My  telegram  of  the  17th  sent  asking1  for  assignment  of  Generals 
MacRae  and  Conner  is  recalled. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  1ST.  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTHERN  VA., 

August  21,  1804. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHNSON  HAGOOD  : 

(Through  Major-General  Hoke.) 

GENERAL:  General  Beauregard  directs  that  yon  will  forward  to 
morrow  morning  as  early  as  practicable  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  your 
command  sustained  this  day.     He  desires  also  a  report  of  all  the  cir 
cumstances  attending  the  recapture  of  a  flag  of  your  command. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  x>2,  1864. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond,  Va.: 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  enemy's  superiority  of 
numbers  has  enabled  him  to  effect  a  lodgment  on  the  Weldon  railroad. 
Two  attacks  were  made  upon,  him  when  he  lirst  approached  the  road, 
in  both  of  which  he  was  worsted,  but  the  smallness  of  the  attacking 
force  prevented  it  from  dislodging  him.  By  the  time  re-enforcements 
could  be  brought  from  the  north  of  the  James  River  the  enemy  had  so 
much  strengthened  his  position  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to 
drive  him  away  when  the  attack  was  renewed  yesterday.  "When  the 
army  first  assumed  its  present  position  I  informed  you  that  I  doubted 
our  ability  to  keep  the  road  open,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  enemy, 
and  his  superiority  in  numbers.  If  driven  from  the  place  he  now  occu 
pies  he  could  not  be  prevented  from  striking  the  road  at  some  other 
point,  as  our  forces  are  insufficient  to  guard  its  entire  length.  These 
considerations  induced  me  to  abandon  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
effort  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  as  it  could  not  be  done  without  a  greater 
sacrifice  of  lite  than  we  can  afford  to  make,  and  the  benefits  secured 
would  be  only  temporary.  I  think  it  evident  that  the  enemy  has  aban 
doned  the  effort  to  drive  us  from  our  present  position  by  force,  and 
that  his  purpose  now  is  to  compel  us  to  evacuate  it  by  cutting  off  our 
supplies.  I  think  his  intention  in  the  late  demonstration  north  of  the 
James  River  was  not  only  to  cause  the  removal  of  troops  from  Peters 
burg,  but  also  to  try  to  break  through  to  Richmond.  Being  foiled  in 
that  effort,  the  forces  engaged  in  it  have  been  brought  back  to  this 
side,  except  those  at  Dutch  (Jap. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  should  use  every  effort  to  maintain 
ourselves  by  our  remaining  line  of  communications.  The  most  intelli 
gent  and  energetic  officers  should  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  super 
intending  the  transportation  of  supplies  over  all  the  roads  upon  which 
the  army  depends,  and  be  strictly  enjoined  to  give  their  unremitting' 
personal  attention  to  the  matter.  All  the  transportation  that  can  be 
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spared  from  roads  not  now  so  important  to  us  should  be  accumulated 
oil  those  upon  which  we  depend  lor  supplies,  and  the  most  judicious 
arrangements  made  to  secure  the  greatest  efficiency  of  the  roads.  I 
shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  get  supplies  by  the  Welclon  road,  bringing 
them  as  far  as  Stony  Creek  by  rail,  and  thence  by  wagons.  One  train 
has  already  been  sent  out  for  this  purpose,  and  another  is  preparing  to 
start.  If  we  can  get  through  the  next  month  or  six  weeks  the  corn 
crop  will  begin  to  be  available  in  Virginia,  and  afford  us  great  relief. 
In  the  meantime  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  work  all  the  roads  by 
which  we  are  supplied  to  their  utmost  capacity.  We  should  not  only 
provide  for  our  current  wants,  but  try,  if  possible,  to  accumulate  a 
reserve  to  provide  against  those  occasional  interruptions  of  our  com 
munications  which  the  policy  of  the  enemy  justifies  us  in  anticipating. 
Our  supply  of  corn  is  exhausted  to-day,  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
small  reserve  in  Richmond  is  consumed.  The  failure  to  accumulate  a 
large  surplus  was  owing,  as  I  am  told,  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  supply 
brought  from  the  south.  If  this  was  owing  to  bad  management  of  the 
southern  railroads  the  evil  should  be  at  once,  corrected.  If  the  supply 
itself  is  short  it  would  be  well  to  have  corn  brought  into  Wilmington 
if  practicable,  until  the  new  crop  becomes  available.  The  southern 
roads  should  be  made  to  transport  as  much  as  the  Danville  road  and 
its  connection  can  bring  to  Richmond,  besides  the  quantity  that  we 
will  endeavor  to  haul  from  Stony  Creek,  and  in  this  way  a  surplus  can 
be  accumulated.  1  am  confident  that  by  strenuous  efforts  and  strict 
economy  of  all  our  means  we  will  be  able  to  thwart  the  plans  of  the 
enemy,  and  1  trust  you  will  give  the  matter  that  attention  which  its 
vital  importance  demands.  The  purchase  and  collection  of  all  stores 
required  by  the  army  should  be  everywhere  vigorously  prosecuted.  If 
we  are  unsuccessful  in  maintaining  ourselves,  1  anticipate  a  good  moral 
effect  from  the  failure  of  this  last  effort  of  the  enemy,  when  it  shall 
become  known  that  the  only  advantage  secured  by  the  sacrifice  of  time 
and  men  at  Petersburg  has  not  produced  the  results  anticipated  from  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  XORTHE^N  VIRGINIA, 

No.  11)0.  J  August  22,  1864. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

IX.  Col.  John  Dunovant,  having  been  appointed  to  the  temporary 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  Wade  Hampton, 
commander  of  cavalry,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  for  assignment  to 
the  command  of  Butler's  brigade,  Hampton's  division. 

###**#* 

By  command  of  General  II.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
\.88intant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY.  THIRD  CORPS, 

August  22,  1861. 
General  PENDLETON: 

GENERAL:  The  enemy  were  attacked  on  railroad  at  8  o'clock  on  yes 
terday.     We  failed  to  dislodge  him  from  his  position;  our  loss  was 
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.small.  Our  troops  have  been  withdrawn  from  his  front  and  placed 
within  the  trenches.  We  had  to  take  guns  from  the  line.  Captain 
Wingneld,  as  you  directed,  was  brought  over  to  supply  their  places. 
General  Hill  thinks  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  them  here  in  conse 
quence  of  the  greater  extent  of  line  necessary  now  to  cover  Petersburg. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  L.  WALKER, 

Colonel,  &c. 


HEADQUARTERS  HAGOOD'S  BRIGADE, 

Petersburg,   Va.,  August  ^,  18(1 !. 
Colonel  BRENT, 

Assistant  A djutant- General : 

COLONEL:  I  am  directed  in  a  communication  from  department  head 
quarters,  just  received,  to  forward  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  com 
mand  sustained  yesterday,  and  also  to  report  all  the  circumstances 
attending  the  recapture  of  the  Hag  of  one  of  my  regiments.* 
*  #  *  *  *  #  * 

When  the  line  had  reached  the  enemy's  works,  some  200  men  having 
got  into  a  re-entering  angle,  where  they  were  exposed  to  a  severe  cross 
fire,  became  confused,  and  a  mounted  officer  of  the  enemy  galloping  out 
of  a  sally-port  seized  the  colors  of  the  Twenty-seventh  [South  Carolina] 
Regiment  and  called  upon  them  to  surrender.  Several  officers  and 
men  began  to  surrender,  but  had  not  been  carried  in.  Observing  this 
I  made  my  way  to  them  from  the  part  of  the  line  upon  which  I  was, 
calling  to  the  men  to  shoot  him.  They  cither  did  not  hear  me  or  were 
bewildered  by  the  surrender  of  part  of  their  number  and  failed  to  do 
so.  When  1  got  up  to  him  1  demanded  the  colors  from  him,  and  that 
he  should  go  back  into  his  works,  telling  him  that  he  was  free  to  do  so. 
He  commenced  arguing  with  me  upon  our  desperate  position,  and  I 
cut  him  shoit,  demanding  a  categorical  reply.  He  said  "Xo,"andl 
shot  him  from  his  horse,  (living  the  colors  to  my  orderly  and  mount 
ing  his  horse  I  succeeded  in  withdrawing  the  men  with  as  little  loss 
as  could  have  been  expected  from  the  terrible  lire  to  which  we  were 
exposed  in  retiring.  Probably  half  the  men  unhurt  were  brought  off 
from  this  point.  1  beg  leave  specially  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of 
my  orderly,  Private  J.  I).  Stoney,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  [South  Caro 
lina]  Regiment,  in  this  matter,  lie  has  always  displayed  gallantry,  and 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHXSON  HAGOOD, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  23, 18G-I. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  through  General  R.  E.  Lee,  to  His  Excellency 
President  Jefferson  Davis,  for  his  information. 

Such  an  act  of  gallantry  as  herein  described  and  of  devotion  to  one'sflag 
reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the  officer  who  performed  it,  and  should  be 
held  up  to  the  army  as  worthy  of  imitation  under  similar  circumstances. 
Brigadier  -General  Ilagood  is  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  already  at  Battery  Wagner  and  Drewry's  Bluff", 

*  For  portion  of  report,  hero  omitted,  relating  to  casualties  sustuiucd,  see  Part  I, 
p.  936. 
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and  participated  actively  in  the  battles  of  "Ware  Bottom  Church,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  Petersburg  on  Kith  and  17th  of  June  last.  I  respectfully 
recommend  him  lor  promotion  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Attention 
is  respectfully  called,  also,  to  General  Ilagood's  recommendation  of 
his  orderly.  Private  J.  D.  Stouey,  for  a  commission.  I  feel  assured  he 
is  well  deserving  of  it. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  XORTIIERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  24.  1864. 
Respectfully  forwa rded. 

It.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

BUREAU  ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL, 

APPOINTMENT  OFFICE, 

September  1,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
By  order : 

ED.  A.  PALFREY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  21,  18G4. 

Respectfully  submitted,  as  requested,  to  the  notice  of  the  President. 

J.  A.  SEDDOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 

[Fifth  indorsement  J 

XOVEMBER   7,  18G4. 

There  are  two  modes  of  recognizing  distinguished  service:  one  by 
promotion,  the  other  by  announcement  in  orders.  See  recommenda 
tion  for  the  private  and  note  for  the  brigadier,  who  1  regard  as  worthy 
of  promotion  when  it  can  be  consistently  made. 

JEFF'X  DAA^IS. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

OVEMBER  9,  1SG4. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL  : 

Xote  the  President's  indorsement,  and  if  opportunity  of  promotion 
occurs  submit. 

J.  A.  SEDDOX, 
Secretary  of  War. 


RICHMOND,  YA..  August  23, 1864. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  dec.,  Petersburg,  Va.: 

GENERAL:  Yours  of  yesterday  received.     1   have  inquired  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  in  relation  to  the  question  of  forage,  the  supply 
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of  which  you  are  aware  was  mainly  drawn  from  South  western  Georgia, 
communication  with  which  was  interrupted  by  the  enemy's  recent  raid 
on  the  Central  Railroad.  That  road  is  again  at  work,  and  the  Quarter 
master-General  expects  the  first  lot  of  corn  from  Macon  since  the  road 
was  broken  will  arrive  in  four  or  rive  days,  and  if  there  be  no  further 
interruption  there  will  be  a  steady  succession  in  the  arrival  from  that 
quarter,  and  that  the  amount  will  be  adequate  tor  the  supply  of  your 
army.  He  is  quite  confident  that  the  Danville  and  Piedmont  Railroad, 
can  transport  all  which  can  be  brought  to  their  terminus.  One  of  the, 
difficulties  of  which  he  complains  is  that  of  getting  the  corn  from  the 
plantations  to  the  depots,  and  this,  he  says,  is  mainly  due  to  the  with 
drawal  of  the  detailed  men,  overseers,  and  farmers  from  their  homes 
for  temporary  military  service.  L  have  had  serious  apprehension  that 
the  source  of  supply  might  be  exhausted  by  the  retreat  of  the  Army 
of  Tennessee  and  the  consequent  exposure  of  the  Atlanta  and  Mont 
gomery  Railroad,  the  possession  of  which  by  the  enemy  would  compel 
the  army  to  draw  its  supplies  from  the  same  quarter  which  is  relied 
on  to  furnish  corn  for  the  Army  of  Virginia.  West  of  the  Alabama 
River  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  corn,  large  quantities  of  which 
are  stored  along  the  railroads  and  navigable  rivers.  The  reported 
amount  now  at  Montgomery  is  300,000  bushels,  and  the  receipts  are 
said  to  be  equal  to  the  amount  sent  forward  from  there  daily.  The  000 
wagons  were  put  on  the  break  on  the  West  Point  railroad,  and  another 
train  of  wagons  is  running  from  Montgomery  to  the  railroad  at  Union 
Springs.  If  General  Hood  is  successful  against  Sherman,  and  we  suffer 
no  serious  disaster,  so  as  to  deprive  us  of  the  supplies  in  Middle  Ala 
bama  and  East  Mississippi,  1  think  we  shall  be  better  able  to  sustain 
an  army  here  than  we  were  the  first  year  of  the  war.  I  directed 
inquiry  to  be  made  for  oats  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  but  have 
been  disappointed  by  learning  that  but  a  small  amount  can  be 
obtained.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  for  the  supply  of  forage  we 
must  mainly  rely  upon  the  railroad  connection  with  the  south  by  way 
of  Danville  and  Greensborough.  1  trust  the  enemy  will  not  be  able  to 
reach  that  road.  I  cannot  say  I  was  surprised  that  the  enemy  have 
been  able  to  break  through  the  Weldon  railroad,  though  I  regret  they 
should  have  had  time  to  fortify  themselves  as  a  consequence  of  feeble 
attacks  made  upon  them  at  the  time  of  their  first  occupation  ot  it, 
which,  as  I  understand,  was  during  the  absence  of  the  force  he  had 
detached  to  the  northern  side  of  the  James  River.  Interposed,  as  he 
now  is,  between  your  army  and  Weldou,  I  have  felt  increased  apprehen 
sion  lest  an  attack  should  be  made  upon  Wilmington.  The  Northern 
papers  clearly  indicate  the  change  of  plan  on  the  part  of  General  Grant 
which  you  think  suggested  by  his  operations,  and  they  seem  to  render 
it  quite  certain  that  his  movement  to  the  north  side  of  James  River 
was  not  intended  as  a  feint,  but  adopted  as  an  easy  line  under  existing 
circumstances  to  approach  Richmond.  I  will  do  whatever  is  in  my 
power,  and  in  the  manner  you  request,  to  aid  you  in  defeating  the  new 
plan,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  as  successful  as  you  have  heretofore  been 
against  this  and  other  generals  of  the  enemy  who  have  been  sent  to 
reduce  the  capital  of  the  Confederacy  and  to  humble  the  pride  of 
Virginia. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours. 

JEFFN   DAVIS. 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  23,  186 '4. 
General  K.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Xorllicrn   Virginia: 

GENERAL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
and  hear,  with  regret,  that  the  enemy  have  effected  a  permanent  lodg 
ment  on  the  Weldoii  railroad.  1  appreciate  the  consequences  likely  to 
follow  in  diminishing  the  conduits  of  supply  and  increasing  the  facilities 
of  attack  on  our  only  remaining  southern  line,  the  Danville  railroad. 
Every  effort  must  be  made  to  defend  and  maintain  that  road,  and  the 
Department  will  enjoin  enhanced  vigilance  on  the  officers  chafged  with 
that  duty.  We  may  be  subjected  to  serious  embarrassments  in  pro 
curing  supplies,  but  I  entertain  sanguine  confidence  that  we  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  evacuate  your  positions  for  want  of  subsistence  for  men 
or  animals.  There  have  been  of  late,  as  you  are  aware,  interruptions 
from  raids  of  the  enemy  on  the  southern  roads,  and,  in  consequence  of 
this,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  support  of  both  armies,  yours  and  that  of 
General  Hood,  has  been  thrown  on  the  same  district  of  country,  there 
has  been  greatly  diminished  supplies  coming  forward.  The  breaks 
have  all  been  repaired,  or  nearly  so,  and,  as  I  am  pleased  to  learn,  there 
is  no  real  deficiency  of  supplies  existing  in  the  south,  there  should  be 
soon  a  decided  increase  in  the  quantity  forwarded.  Since  the  breaks 
occurred  some  of  the  most  efficient  officers  in  the  employment  of  the 
Department  have  been  sent  south,  and  especially  assigned  to  the  duty 
of  collecting  and  forwarding  these  supplies.  There  shall  be  no  want 
of  aid  to  the  Danville  railroad  to  transport  all  that  can  be  brought  to 
its  terminus.  At  the  same  time  all  the  efforts  which  my  earnest  injunc 
tions  can  induce  shall  be  made  by  the  officers  of  the  quartermaster's 
and  subsistence  bureaus  to  obtain  supplies  of  wheat  and  oats  in  this 
State.  Of  corn,  I  regret  to  say,  there  is  literally  none  until  the  new 
crop  comes  in,  and  the  scarcity  of  it,  with  the  prospects  of  a  bad  crop, 
diminishes  largely  the  quantity  of  wheat  which  can  be  spared  from  the 
wants  of  the  people.  The  late  reduction,  too,  in  the  schedule  of  prices, 
notwithstanding  the  outcry  which  was  raised  against  the  previous 
extravagant  rates  is,  I  fear,  operating  very  seriously  to  prevent  deliv 
eries.  I  do  not  disguise  from  you  or  myself  that  there  may  be  very 
serious  strain  within  the  next  two  months  in  providing  adequate  sup- 
.plies.  Still,  I  believe  it  can  and  will  be  done,  and  certainly  no  exer 
tion  shall  be  spared  on  my  part  to  accomplish  it. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADgUARTERS   ARMY   OF   XoRTHERN    VIRGINIA, 

August  .;'<?,  186-1. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond : 

SIR:  The  subject  of  recruiting  the  ranks  of  our  army  is  growing  in 
importance  and  has  occupied  much  of  my  attention.  Unless  some 
measures  can  be  devised  to  replace  our  losses,  the  consequences  may  be 
disastrous.  I  think  that  there  must  be  more  men  in  the  country  liable 
to  military  duty  than  the  small  number  of  recruits  received  would  seem 
to  indicate.  It  has  been  several  months  since  the  passage  of  the  last 
conscript  law,  and  a  large  number  of  able-bodied  men  and  officers  are 
engaged  in  enforcing  it.  They  should  by  this  time,  if  they  have  not 
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been  remiss,  have  brought  out  most  of  the  men  liable  to  conscription, 
and  should  have  no  duty  to  perform,  except  to  send  to  the  army  those 
who  arrive  at  the  legal  age  of  service.  I  recommend  that  the  facts  of 
the  case  be  investigated,  and  that  if  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in 
enrolling  have  finished  their  work,  with  the  exception  indicated,  they  be 
returned  to  the  army,  where  their  presence  is  much  needed.  It  is  evi 
dently  inexpedient  to  keep  a  larger  number  out  of  service  in  order  to 
get  a  smaller.  I  would  also  respectfully  recommend  that  the  list  of 
detailed  men  be  revised,  and  that  all  details  of  arms-bearing  men  be' 
revoked,  except  iu  cases  of  absolute  necessity.  I  have  myself  seen 
numbers  .of  men  claiming  to  be  detailed  in  different  parts  of  the  coun 
try  who  it  seemed  to  me  might  well  be  in  service.  The  crops  are  gen 
erally  secured,  or  beyond  the  necessity  of  further  labor,  and  1  hope  some 
of  the  agricultural  details  may  be  revoked.  Our  numbers  are  daily 
decreasing,  and  the  time  has  arrived  in  my  opinion  when  no  man  should 
be  excused  from  service,  except  for  the  purpose  of  doing  work  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  army.  If  we  had  here  a  few  thousand 
men  more  to  hold  the  stronger  parts  of  our  lines  where  an  attack  is 
least  likely  to  be  made,  it  would  enable  us  to  employ  with  good  effect 
our  veteran  troops.  Without  some  increase  of  strength,  I  cannot  see 
how  we  are  to  escape  the  natural  military  consequences  of  the  enemy's 
numerical  superiority. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  2o\  1864. 
Hon.  JAIMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

SIR:  I  have  received  reports  which  have  led  me  to  believe  that  the 
General  Order,  No.  05,  issued  recently  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,*  is  beginning  to  have  some  effect  in  encouraging  deser 
tions  from  the  enemy.  I  hope  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  into  imme 
diate  execution  its  provisions  with  regard  to  persons  claiming  its  pro 
tection  and  benefits.  It  is  important  that  these  persons  should  get 
home  in  order  to  communicate  with  their  friends  in  the  Federal  Army. 
I  think  the  order  should  be  translated  into  German,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  copies  sent  to  all  our  armies  for  distribution. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \        ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  199.  J  .     Richmond,  August  23,  1S64. 

******* 

XXII.  Capt.  J.  A.  Fuqua,  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty 
with  Ma).  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  and  will 
report  accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEES, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  p.  529. 
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PETERSBURG,  August  2-1,  ISG-I — 7  a.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  W.  FIELD: 

Have  one  of  your  brigades  prepared  and  ready  to  move  here  on 
a  moment's  notice  if  required  and  called  for. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


PETERSBURG,  August  24, 1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  C.  \V.  FIELD, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

When  yon  arrive  at  Dunlop's,  put  your  troops  in  motion  for  Camp 
bell's  Bridge,  and  ride  or  send  an  ollicer  here  for  further  instructions. 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
A A'S ista n t  A dju tan t- Gen eral. 


HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  N.  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTHERN  VA., 

August  2-1,  186-1. 

General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  V<i. : 
GENERAL:  [  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
indorsement  of  General  Bragg1,  stating  that  in  his  communication 
relating  to  the  movement  of  Colonel  Baker,  his  remarks  had  no  special 
application  to  myself,  but  were  designed  to  have  a  general  application 
to  delays  in  the  transfer  of  troops;  and  that  as  the  wording  of  his 
remarks  might  be  construed  to  have  an  application  to  myself,  with 
whom  his  relations  both  personal  and  official  had  ever  been,  and  as  he 
hoped  would  continue,  of  the  kindest  character,  and  asked  to  withdraw 
his  letter  from  the  files  of  the  War  Office.  To  this  application  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  replied  that  he  is  gratified  that  there 
need  be  no  further  controversy  on  the  point  in  issue  between  General 
Bragg  and  myself,  and  with  pleasure  lias  allowed  the  withdrawal  of  the 
letter  generously  sought  by  General  Bragg.  This  prompt  disclaimer 
of  General  Bragg  of  any  imputation  of  official  delinquency  on  my  part 
has  fully  justified  my  expectations  and  has  given  me  the  highest  satis 
faction.  Concurring  as  I  do  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  hon 
orable  Secretary  of  War,  that  there  need  not  be  any  further  contro 
versy,  I  beg  leave  to  recall  my  application  for  a  court  of  inquiry. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 

[Indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

August  27,  186  L 
Respectfullv  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  L.  CLAY, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
August  21,  1861 — 2. -15  p.  m. 
General  HAMPTON.: 

GENERAL  :  Your  note  of  2.30  is  received.  General  Heth's  division 
will  also  move  down  the  railroad,  and  General  Hill  Avill  go  in  command. 
I  wish  you  to  report  to  him,  and  do  all  in  your  power  to  punish  the 
enemy.  You  ought  to  have  out  your  scouts  to  ascertain  their  posi 
tion  and  the  best  point  to  attack  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  25,  186-1. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  PICKETT, 

Hancock's  House: 

Your  telegram  of  24th  received.     If  you  can  make  any  demonstra 
tion  on  auy  part  of  your  line  it  may  be  advantageous. 

E.  E.  LEE. 


HDQRS.  DEFT.  OF  JST.  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTHERN  YA., 

August  25,  1861. 
General  PICKETT: 

Hoke's  mine  failed  to  explode  from  some  nameless  cause  in  the  gal 
lery.    It  will  be  tried  again  soon.     Have  your  re  enforcements  arrived? 

G.  T.  BEAUKEGAKD. 


CHESTERFIELD,  August  25,  1861. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD: 

So  much  the  better.     Only  one  division  has  yet  arrived  from  Kich- 
inoiid. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major-General. 


PETERSBURG,  VA.,  August  25,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  E.  PICKETT, 

Hancock's  House: 

You  will  please  send  at  once  the  following  dispatch  by  signal  via 
Dunn's  house  to  General  Beauregard: 

General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD  : 

Have  felt  enemy  in  my  front  and  discovered  force.     Am  prepared  on  my  line. 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 

Major- General. 

An  answer  will  be  sent  you  by  signals  which  will  be  unintelligible  to 
you.*    Take  no  notice  of  it. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

*  See  intercepted  dispatch  Beauregard  to  Pickett,  2.30  p.  m.,  p.  468. 
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HEADQUARTERS  SECOND  DISTRICT, 
DEPT.  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  SOUTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Goldsborough,  August  25,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Z.  1>.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina: 

GOVERNOR:  I  deem  it  my  duty,  as  commander  of  this  military  dis 
trict,  to  apprise  you  of  the  fact  that  in  all  probability  combinations  are 
being- made  by  the  enemy  which  will  call  for  the  earnest  effort  of  all 
men  in  the  state  to  avoid  catastrophe.  I  have  information  from  Ply 
mouth  that  one  iron-clad  gun -boat  has  already  passed  the  bar  and  that 
another  is  being  lightened  over,  and  that  re-enforcements  of  infantry 
are  expected  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  possession  of  Eastern  North 
Carolina.  You  are  aware  that  the  enemy  holds  the  Petersburg  road, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Weldon  will  be  seriously  threatened 
soon.  As  soon  as  he  is  sullicieutly  fortified  in  the  front  of  his  present 
position  he  will  be  able  to  detach  a  large  force  against  Weldou.  I 
think  he  is  already  moving  in  that  direction.  In  addition  to  this,  Gen 
eral  Whiting  is  in  expectation  of  an  early  movement  upon  Wilmington, 
in  which  case  I  am  expected  to  render  him  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power.  Heretofore  I  have  been  able  to  rely  on  General  Beauregard  for 
assistance  from  Petersburg,  but  this  is  now  taken  away  by  the  occupa 
tion  of  the  Petersburg  road.  If  these  movements  are  made  simulta 
neously  the  State  will  be  in  danger,  and  in  case  of  either  one  of  them 
being  made  it  will  require  the  service  of  the  arms-bearing  portion  of 
the  population  to  enable  us  to  drive  them  off.  In  view  of  the  apparent 
necessity  and  the  danger  which  may  threaten  us  at  any  moment  I  must 
earnestly  and  respectfully  urge  upon  Your  Excellency  to  call  out  the 
whole  force  of  the  State  and  send  them  to  me  at  this  place,  where  they 
can  be  made  available  in  any  direction.  Even  if  the  present  signs  fail 
the  moral  effect  upon  the  enemy  of  the  knowledge  that  you  are  able  to 
throw  a  large  force  into  the  field  for  the  defense  of  the  State  will  be  very 
great  and  may  deter  this  very  movement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  Your  Excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

L.  S.  IJAKElt, 

Brigadier-  General. 


[AUGUST  20,  1864. — For  Lee' to  Seddon,  reporting  battle  at  Reams' 
Station,  see  Part  I,  p.  851.] 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  ^6',  186-1. 
General  It.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern    Virginia: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  in  regard  to 
recruiting  for  the  army.*  I  share  your  solicitude  respecting  the  decreas 
ing  number  of  our  forces,  and  have  been  endeavoring,  by  all  the  means 
in  my  power,  to  give  activity  to  the  conscript  service.  The  suggestions 
made  by  you  shall  receive  earnest  attention,  and  it  is  hoped  may  con 
tribute  to  the  recruitment  so  essential  to  the  success  of  our  cause.  I 
hear  from  various  sources  that  there  are  still  many  active  men  in  the 

*  See  August  23,  p.  1199. 
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country,  of  military  age,  who  should  be  embraced  by  the  conscription. 
1  cannot  help  thinking  there  must  be  considerable  exaggeration,  except 
in  so  far  as  the  law  has  sanctioned  agricultural  or  professional  ex 
emption.  Certainly  there  have  been  earnest  and  reiterated  efforts  to 
induce  activity  on  the  part  of  the  enrolling  officers,  and  it  would  seein 
many  very  strong  motives  would  induce  not  only  their  activity,  but  re 
port  to  them  of  all  such  as  are  evading  service.  Those  who  have  not 
to  go  would  naturally  wish  to  send  forward  defenders,  and  those  who 
have  would  certainly  wish  to  carry  forward  all  others  who  are  liable 
with  them.  There  should  be,  therefore,  little  opportunity  for  evasion 
or  concealment,  and  the  officers  of  the  Conscript  Bureau  report  that 
such  is  really  the  case.  Still,  renewed  efforts  will  be  made  to  impress 
them  with  tiie  necessity  for  greater  effort  than  ever.  The  class  of  de 
tailed  agriculturists  will  in  a  short  time  be  a  source  from  which  some 
may  be  drawn.  You  will  perceive,  however,  that  I  am  endeavoring, 
through  the  commander  of  the  reserve  forces,  to  have  organized,  as 
thoroughly  as  possible,  in  every  portion  of  the  State,  all  men  capable 
of  bearing  arms  for  some  kind  of  service.  In  the  last  necessity  these 
may  be  called  forth  and  made  available  for  more  general  defense.  At 
least,  the  strictly  local  organizations  may  give  larger  scope  for  move 
ment  and  usefulness  to  the  reserves  proper. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

/Secretary  of  War. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAI/S  OFFICE, 

No.  201*.  (  Richmond,  August  -J6,  18C4. 

#*****•* 

IX.  The  captain  of  Company  C,  Twelfth  Georgia  Battalion,  will  pro 
ceed  with  his  company  without  delay  to  headquarters  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  and  report  to  General  K.  E.  Lee,  commanding,  &c.,  for  assign 
ment  to  duty  with  said  battalion. 

******* 

XXXIX.  Maj.  I.  H.  Carrington,  provost-marshal  of  this  city,  is 
charged  with  executing  the  order  for  receiving  and  sending  off  desert 
ers  who  may  come  in  under  the  invitation  of  the  War  Department,  as 
published  in  General  Orders,  No.  05,  current  series.  In  sending  off 
such  deserters  by  the  line  of  the  Potomac  River  the  agency  of  the 
Signal  Corps  may  be  used,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  that  corps  is 
hereby  instructed  to  furnish  an  officer,  commissioned  or  non-commis 
sioned,  to  accompany  and  direct  them,  and  to  render  any  other  facilities 
in  his  power. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Ass ist« n t  A dj u tant- Genera L 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  26,  186  i. 
Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON, 

Commanding  Cavalry : 

GENERAL:  Your  note  lias  been  received.     I  am  very  much  gratified 
with  the  success  of  yesterday's  operations.     The  conduct  of  the  cavalry 
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is  worthy  of  all  praise.  I  wished  you  to  be  near  them,  because  I  feared 
that,  as  Gregg  was  so  much  in  the  background  in  yesterday's  oper 
ations  he  might  be  preparing  for  a  raid  on  the  Danville  and  South  Side 
railroads.  I  wish  you  now  to  rest  the  two  divisions  as  much  as 
practicable,  and  to  take  such  position  as  would  enable  you  most  speedily 
to  intercept  and  punish  any  party  which  they  might  send  out  against 
our  communication.  It  would  be  well  to  let  Dealing's  brigade  do  all 
the  picketing  if  practicable,  so  as  to  give  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  a  good 
period  of  repose  tor  refreshing  their  horses. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  L'03.  )  Richmond,  August  27,  1864. 

#**##** 

XXXII.  Lieut.  Col.  Archer  Anderson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is 
relieved  from  present  duty,  and  will  proceed  to  make  a  thorough  and 
detailed  inspection  of  the  different  departments  of  the  conscript  service 
in  the  State  of  Virginia  outside  of  the  city  of  Richmond.  He  will  re 
ceive  special  instructions  from  and  report  to  General  B.  Bragg. 
******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  DIVISION,  TniR^D  CORPS, 

A  Hf/ust  27,  1864. 
Col.  It.  L.  WALKER, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Third  Corps: 

COLONEL:  Out  of  the  nine  guns  captured  from  the  enemy  on  25th 
instant  Colonel  Pegrani  desires  to  have  one  Xapoleon;  Colonel  Mclu- 
tosli  wants  two  3-inch  ritles,  and  General  Hampton  one  3-inch  rifle, 
leaving  four  Xapoleons  and  one  3-inch  rille  to  be  disposed  of.  These 
five  guns  are  greatly  needed  by  my  old  battalion,  from  the  fact  that  we 
have  five  Richmond-made  10-pounder  Parrotts  that  are  not  serviceable, 
and  also  that  this  battalion  is  short  two  guns  in  its  complement  to 
complete  its  batteries.  Should  those  guns  be  given  me  I  shall  have 
three  Richmond-made  10-pounder  Parrotts  turned  in  and  their  places 
supplied  by  the  captured  guns.  You  are  aware  that  Captain  Ross'  bat 
tery  of  this  battalion  participated  in  their  capture  and  needs  a  portion 
of  the  guns. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  CUTTS, 
Cnlonel,  Comman diny. 

[First  indorsement.  ] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY,  THIRD  CORPS, 

Auguat  27,  1864. 

COLONEL:  This  disposition  described  by  Colonel  Cutts  within,  meets 
my  approval  as   I   hope;  it  will  yours.     Please  let  me  know  by  courier 
what  shall  be  done. 
Yours,  &c., 

R.  L.  WALKER, 

Colonel,  t£c. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

ORDNANCE  OFFICE,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  29,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  commanding  general  to  know  whether  he 
has  any  special  instructions  to  give  in  regard  to  these  guns. 

BRISCOE  G.  BALDWIN, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  'VIRGINIA, 

August  .W,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Pendlefeon  for  his  recom 
mendations. 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS, 

August  31,  1804. 
Respectfully  returned. 

I  approve  of  the  distribution  described  by  Colonel  Cutts  and  sanc 
tioned  by  Colonel  Walker.  It  seems  scarcely  worth  while  to  extend 
the  distribution  beyond  the  Third  Corps,  and  this  arrangement  will 
render  the  artillery  of  that  corps  efficient. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


PETERSBURG,  August  ,2,s,  18(*>I. 
Governor  WILLIAM  SMITH,  Richmond  : 

My  telegram  of  the  20th,  asking  that  the  militia  on  duty  in  Peters 
burg  may  be  continued  thirty  days,  is  unanswered.  Their  services  are 
necessary.  Please  answer. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


PETERSBURG,  August  28,  1864. 
General  M.  W.  GARY,  Chaffin'a  Eluff: 

Send  scouts  to  ascertain  if  bridges  are  being  built  en  route  to 
SouthalPs  Ferry,  and  watch  movements  of  enemy  and  ascertain  his 
object. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  29,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Z.  B.  VANCE, 

Governor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh: 

GOVERNOR  :  The  recent  success  of  the  enemy  at  Mobile  may  induce 
him  to  attack  Wilmington,  and  the  importance  of  that  is  such  that 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  defend  it,  as  you  are  aware  the  strength 
of  the  enemy's  armies  in  Virginia  and  Georgia  will  prevent  the  detach 
ment  of  any  part  of  our  forces  opposed  to  them,  and  our  chief  reliance 
for  the  protection  of  Wilmington  must  be  placed  upon  the  reserves  and 
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local  troops  of  the  State.  I  think,  it'  an  attack  should  be  made,  the 
enemy  will  be  obliged  to  employ  raw  troops  to  a  great  extent,  and  I 
believe  the  local  and  reserve  forces,  with  the  present  garrison,  sufficient 
to  hold  the  place,  if  they  will  come  forward  freely.  1  respectfully  ask 
the  co-operation  of  Your  Excellency  to  induce  them  to  do  so,  and  the  aid 
of  intiuenee  and  authority  to  provide  means  for  the  most  obstinate  de 
fense.  I  have  frequently  been  called  upon  to  mention  the  services  of 
North  Carolina  soldiers  in  this  army,  but  their  gallantry  and  conduct 
were  never  more  deserving  of  admiration  than  in  the  engagement  at 
Keams'  Station,  on  the  2f>th  instant.  The  brigades  of  Generals  Cooke, 
MacRae,  and  Lane,  the  last  under  the  command  of  General  Conner, 
advanced  through  a  thick  abatis  of  felled  trees,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  and  artillery,  and  carried  the  enemy's  works  with  a  steady 
courage  that  elicited  the  warm  commendation  of  their  corps  and  divis 
ion  commanders  and  the  admiration  of  the  army. 

On  the  same  occasion  the  brigade  of  General  Barringer  bore  a  con 
spicuous  part  in  the  operations  of  the  cavalry  which  were  not  less  dis 
tinguished  for  boldness  and  efficiency  than  those  of  the  infantry.  If 
men  who  remain  in  North  Carolina  share  the  spirit  of  those  they  have 
sent  to  the  field,  as  I  doubt  not  they  do,  her  defense  may  be  securely 
intrusted  to  their  hands. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  205.  )  August  29,  1MI. 

******* 

VI.  Brig.  Gen.  James  II.  Lane  will  resume  command  of  Lane's  bri 
gade,  of  Wilcox's  division,  Third   Corps,  relieving  Brig.  Gen.  James 
Conner,  temporarily  in  command. 

VII.  Brig.  Gen.  .lames  Conner  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  Ker- 
shaw's  old  brigade,  of  Kershaw's  division,  First  Corps,  and  will  report 
accordingly. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
A ssista  n  t  Adj it  ta  n  t-  Genera  I. 


Organization  of  the  artillery  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina  and 
Southern  n'ryinia,  August  29,  186-1,  Col.  Hilary  P.  Jones,  C.  S.  Artil 
lery,  commandiny. 

Read's  Jiattalion.  Moseleifs  Jiuttalion. 


Ma.j.  JOHN  P.  W.  READ. 

Blount's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Macon's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Marshall's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Sullivan's  (Virginia)  battery. 

Coil's  ]>(tttalio>i. 
Ma.j.  JAMES  C.  COIT. 


Lieut.  Col.  EDGAH  F.  MOSELEY. 

Cnmming's  (North  Carolina)  battery. 
Miller's  (North  Carolina)  battery. 
Slaten's  (Georgia)  battery. 
Young's  (Virginia)  battery. 

lioyya'  Jiattalion. 
Maj.  FRANCIS  .J.  Boons. 


Bradford's  (Mississippi)  battery.  Martin's  (Virginia)  battery. 

Pegrani's  (Virginia)" battery.  Sturdivant's  (Virginia)  battery. 

Wright's  (Virginia)  battery. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARTILLERY  CORPS, 

August  30,  186-1. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  II.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 
COLONEL:  Having  to-day  re-examined  our  lines  between  the  former 
explosion  and  the  crossing  of  the  plank  road  beyond  Rives'  salient,  I 
desire  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  commanding  general  the  impor 
tance  of  having  constructed,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  covered  way  along 
the  rear  line  of  works  and  guns.  Should  the  enemy  spring  several 
mines  at  different  points  of  the  line  simultaneously,  such  rear  covered 
way  would  be  of  utmost  value  in  concentrating  troops  quickly  at  the 
critical  points.  Without  it,  exposed  as  is  that  plain  to  a  severe  lire,  a 
considerable  detour,  involving  loss  of  time  and  energy,  would  be  neces 
sary  in  transferring  troops  from  one  side  to  the  other.  In  case  of  need, 
too,  such  channel  and  embankment  might  serve  well  for  a  second 
line  of  defense.  General  Alexander  fully  concurs  with  me  in  this  view, 
and  I  have  on  former  occasions  understood  Colonel  Stevens  to  express 
like  convictions.  The  troops  in  position  seem  to  have  as  much  work 
to  do  011  the  front  line  as  they  can  well  accomplish.  Might  it  not  be 
well  for  some  reserve  brigade  to  effect  this  within  the  next  night  or  two 
under  direction  of  the  engineers? 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PEXDLETOX, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  ,W,  1864. 

Col.  R.  L.  WALKER, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Third  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

COLONEL:  Having  observed  things  to-day  on  the  left  of  your  line 
needing  prompt  action  I  communicate  them  that  you  may  have  the 
requisite  steps  taken : 

First.  The  8-inch  columbiad  is  not  sufficiently  fixed  for  service;  you 
had  better  have  it  pressed  on  to  completion,  as  there  is  no  saying  when 
it  may  be  needed. 

Second.  The  two  8-inch  howitzers  are  nearly  useless  where  they  now 
are;  it  is  essential  that  they  be  otherwise  located.  One  where  the 
Blakelys  were  prepared  for;  one  where  the  two  8-inch  columbiads  were 
prepared  for.  These  changes  ought  to  be  made  immediately.  One  of 
your  U4-pounder  howitzers  ought  to  be  also  where  the  8-inch  columbiads 
were  prepared  for,  in  case  of  a  blow-up  and  assault  at  Rives'  salient. 
Another  of  your  24-pouuder  howitzers  ought  to  be  with  the  other  8-inch 
howitzer,  where  the  Blakelys  were  provided  for.  These  preparations  on 
the  rear  line  ought  to  be  accomplished  at  once,  as  there  is  no  saying 
when  the  enemy  will  spring  the  mines  he  is  constructing.  Please  have 
these  matters  attended  to  immediately. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 
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.  ARTILLERY,  ARMY    OF    XoRTIIERN    VIRGINIA, 

August  30, 
Col.  II.  P.  JONES, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Dept.  of  X.  C.  and  South.  Va.: 
COLONEL:  Under  General  Orders,  Xo.  52,  of  yesterday,  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  tiring  of  the  guns  under  Captain  dimming,  opposite 
Battery  Xo.  I  and  at  the  Archer  house.  They  were  nearly  out  of  am 
munition  yesterday  -when  I  visited  them.  The  rounds  on  hand  in  the 
train  I  last  night  directed  to  be  issued;  there  will  still  be  but  short 
allowance  until  more  arrives;  the  tiring  must,  therefore,  be  very  de 
liberate.  As  the  enemy  only  keeps  a  thin  force  on  one  line,  and  has 
protected  himself  against  our  enfilade,  it  is  desirable  occasionally  to 
vary  slightly  our  line  of  fire,  so  as  the  more  probably  to  strike  his 
troops.  The  Whitworth  had  perhaps  best  tire  upon  wagon  trains,  &c.} 
when  they  appear.  Please  give  the  requisite  directions. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  X.  PEXDLETOX, 
Brigadier-  General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

P.  S.  —  If  there  are  any  guns  on  other  portions  of  your  line  likely  to 
give  the  enemy  special  annoyance,  let  such  also  open  at  the  signal 
according  to  the  order  above  mentioned. 

W.  X.  P. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    llnqiis.  DEPT.  OF  X.  C.  AND  SOUTH.  YA., 

Xo.  80.  j  August  30,  IHdL 

****##* 

IT.  Col.  II.  P.  Jones,  chief  of  artillery,  will  proceed  without  delay  to 
Wilmington  to  inspect  and  organize  the  batteries  of  field  artillery  of 
the  Third  Military  District  into  battalions  on  the  same  basis  as  they  are 
organized  in  this  army.  On  reaching  Wilmington,  he  will  exhibit  his 
orders  to  Major-General  Whiting  and  confer  with  him  on  the  subject. 
******# 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Asslslant  Adjutant- General. 


SIGNAL  CAMP,  KING  GEORGE  COUNTY, 

August  31,  1SC>L 
Capt.  W.  X.  BARKER, 

In  Charge  of  Signal  Office,  Richmond,  Va.: 

CAPTAIN:  Mail  duly  sent  on  this  morning.  We  are  again  blessed 
with  two  light  boats,  with  two  launches  attached  to  each,  and  mounted 
with  one  brass  piece  on  forward  deck.  They  are  stationed,  one  at  Upper 
Cedar  Point,  one  at  Lower  Cedar  Point.  Xo  doubt  the  launches  are 
intended  for  patrol  purposes.  Troops  have  been  passing  up  on  steamers 
Sunday,  Monday,  and  also  two  regular  war  vessels  Monday  evening. 
Will  write  next  mail  more  fully  in  regard  to  those  light  boats,  and 
other  news  of  any  importance. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  UEXKY  THOMAS. 
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SPECIAL,  ORDERS,  \        ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  200.  )  Richmond,  August  31,  1804. 

*  *  *  *  #  *  * 

XXXVII.  I.  IT.  Carrington,  provost-marshal  of  Richmond,  Va,,  will 
take  charge  of  all  deserters  from  the  enemy  under  General  Orders,  Xo. 
65,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series,  and  will  for 
ward  them  without  delay  to  Abingdon,  Ya.,  thence  to  be  sent  to  Ken 
tucky  and  Ohio. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  31,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  EWELL, 

Commanding,  d-c.  : 

GENERAL:  General  Lee  directs  me  to  inclose  the  enemy's  signal 
alphabet,*  as  deciphered  by  some  of  our  signal  men  here.  We  read 
their  messages  with  facility,  and  the  general  desires  you  to  communi 
cate  the  alphabet  to  all  signal  men  operating  north  of  James  River, 
enjoining  them  to  keep  the  fact  of  our  knowledge  of  the  alphabet  secret. 
The  enemy  read  our  dispatches  also,  and  you  will  please  put  your  signal 
officers  on  their  guard. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  MARSHALL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  a n d  A  ide-de- Catnp. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \    HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  207.  )  August  31,  186-1. 

#****## 

VI.  Lieutenant  Chisolm,  aide-de-camp  of  General  Beauregard,  will 
proceed  to  Richmond,  Va.,  and  deliver  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War  nineteen  of  the  enemy's  colors  captured  in  the  recent  engagements 
on  the  line  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  He  will  return  upon  the  completion 
of  this  duty. 

By  command  of  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  August  31,  1864. 
General  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond: 

GENERAL  :  1  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  can  give  orders  to 
have  me  speedily  supplied  or  facilitated  rather  in  procuring  the  galvanic 

*  Not  found. 
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torpedoes  for  the  defense  of  the  entrances  here.  I  made  many  efforts 
for  this  means  of  defense  some  time  ago,  at  least  eighteen  months,  but 
unsuccessfully  for  want  of  material.  The  difficulties  presented  by  the 
quicksands  and  force  of  the  sea,  and  tides  on  inlets  from  the  ocean, 
were  found  to  be  very  great,  and  at  Charleston,  as  I  am  informed,  the 
galvanic  apparatus  and  torpedoes  proved  failures.  I  have,  however, 
had  an  interview  with  Captain  Davidson,  of  the  Navy,  who  has  had 
charge  of  this  means  of  defense  on  the  James  River,  an  accomplished 
and  successful  officer,  and  am  assured  that  the  arrangement  of  this 
means  is  perfectly  practicable.  It  will  be  a  very  great  addition  to  my 
power  of  defense,  especially  since  the  destruction  of  one  iron-clad  of 
our  navy  here,  and  the  almost  entire  nselessness  of  the  other,  owing  to 
the  worms  eating  out  her  bottom,  if  I  could  put  down  some  galvanic 
torpedoes  as  soon  as  possible.  You  are  aware  of  my  condition  here; 
on  that  subject  1  can  say  no  more  to  the  Department,  if,  indeed,  I  have 
not  already  said  too  much.  I  propose  that  the  services  of  Mr.  R.  Croley, 
electrician  on  the  .James,  be  spared  to  me  for  a  time,  that  the  Tredegar 
or  other  convenient  works  provide  me  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  pow 
der  tanks,  and  that  I  be  authorized  to  procure  from  abroad  or  else 
where  as  soon  as  possible  the  requisite  material  in  the  way  of  insulated 
wire,  apparatus,  &c.,  and  that  the  Ordnance  Department  be  directed  to 
use  every  effort  to  aid  in  this.  The  results  on  the  James  River  will 
justify  this  action,  I  think.  If  I  can  be  aided,  the  question  of  time  will 
be  the  main  point,  for  since  by  the  loss  of  the  harbor  of  Mobile  and 
partial  occupation  of  that  of  Charleston  this  port  is  our  last  one.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  close  it,  especially 
since  we  have  begun  to  attack  their  commerce  from  this  place.  I  hope 
you  will  not  object  because  1  so  often  call  attention  to  the  need  of  this 
place,  but  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  compel  me  to  use  all 
efforts  to  save  it  that  are  in  my  power. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  IT.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

September  11,  186  L 

Respectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  W.  RIELY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

ENGINEER  BUREAU, 

September  19,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
Application  has  been  made  through  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  services  of  Mr.  Croley,  and  Gen 
eral  Whiting  has  been  called  on  for  a  list  of  the  articles  required  to  be 
imported  for  the  preparation  of  galvanic  torpedoes  in  his  department. 

J.  F.  G1LMER, 
Major- Genera  I  and  Chief  Engineer  Bureau. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
WilmiHgton,  August  31,  1864. 
General  BEAUREGARD, 

Comdg.Dept.  of  N.  Carolina  and  Southern  Va.,  Petersburg  : 

GENERAL  :  I  am  compelled  once  more  to  call  attention  to  the  state  of 
tliis  place.  We  are  running-  very  dangerous  risks.  1  do  not  know  that 
the  enemy  contemplate  taking  present  advantage;  but  they  are  fools  if 
they  don't,  and  if  they  do  I  assure  you  that  this  our  last  hold  on  the 
water  ^  ill  not  be  able  to  make  the  resistance  it  should  do.  The  garri 
son  of  the  forts  is  much  too  small — smaller  than  it  was  two  years  ago 
with  a  double  development  now.  The  extra  demands  upon  it,  due  to 
blockade-running,  quarantine,  and  the  entire  absence  of  any  infanay 
support,  are  such  that  it  must  and  does  rapidly  deteriorate.  The  long 
line  of  shore  pickets,  absolutely  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  position 
and  for  succor  to  blockade-runners,  has  to  be  kept  up  by  diminished 
garrisons  of  heavy  artillery,  who  ought  to  be  at  their  guns  and  keep 
ing  them  in  proper  order  and  efficiency.  With  men  doing  double  duty, 
and  on  guard  every  other  night,  I  cannot  hope  to  have  efficient  artil 
lerists,  and  my  last  inspection  shows  the  tiuth  of  this.  Not  more  than 
GOO  men  guard  the  coast  from  the  South  Carolina  line  to  the  western 
bar,  and  iirthis  are  included  the  important  forts  Campbell  and  Caswell, 
each  of  which  should  never  have  less  than  SOO  men  apiece  exclusive  of 
its  infantry  support.  The  coast  from  New  River  to  New  Inlet,  includ 
ing  the  Virginia  Creek  lines  and  the  long  lines  of  batteries  called  Fort 
Fisher,  is  defended  by  less  than  1,200  men.  Fort  Fisher  alone  ought 
never  to  be  without  a  garrison  of  2,200.  Smith's  Island,  the  key  of  the 
harbor,  with  a  coast  line  of  ten  miles,  requiring  an  equal  force,  has 
but  600.  It  must  be  recollected  that  island  was  never  ordered  to  be 
defended  previous  to  my  command,  and  while  the  works  are  increased 
nearly  double  on  this  account  the  garrison  is  now  less. 

Referring  to  my  frequent  correspondence  on  this  subject,  beginning 
in  December,  18(52,  I  have  always  shown  that  for  effective  defense,  in 
addition  to  the  garrison,  not  less  than  five  brigades  would  be  required 
with  their  field  artillery.  Their  positions  have  been  pointed  out,  the 
lines  and  mode  of  enemy's  attack  most  probably  indicated.  I  dislike 
to  have  to  write  of  these  things,  especially  since  receiving  General 
Lee's  reply  of  the  Oth  ultimo.  lie  deprecates  even  my  calling  the  atten 
tion  of  the  Department  to  the  matter,  and  while  1  acquiesce  in  his  views 
and  decisions,  yet  with  the  warning  of  Mobile  before  us  I  feel  com 
pelled  to  state  the  case.  It  must  be  noted  that  a  very  material  change 
has  taken  place  as  to  the  immunity  of  this  port  from  attack.  Since  the 
fitting-  out  of  the  Tallahassee  and  her  expedition,  extensive  destruction 
of  the  enemy's  commerce,  and  return  to  this  port,  their  fleet  has  been 
much  increased  and  many  earnest  appeals  are  made  by  the  Northern 
press  to  shut  up  this  port.  If  we  continue  to  send  out  privateers  cer 
tainly  the  only  port  of  refuge  for  them  now  in  the  world  ought  to  be 
made  secure  beyond  peradventure.  I  wish  you  would  examine  for 
yourself  the  military  condition  of  this  command,  as  to  its  lines  of  attack 
and  means  of  defense,  and  satisfy  yourself,  as  I  am  sure  you  will  do, 
that  in  my  repeated  warnings  I  have  in  no  way  exaggerated  the  diffi 
culties  of  the  position  or  been  unduly  apprehensive  for  its  security,  con 
sidering  the  means  at  hand.  A  strong  supporting  force  should  always 
be  maintained  (now  more  than  ever)  at  the  head  of  the  sounds,  to  pro 
tect  Fort  Fislker  and  the  narrow  peninsula  between  Masonborough  and 
the  river  from  being  cut  oft';  another  at  Smith ville,  for  the  relief  of  the 
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defenses  of  tlie  western  bar  and  to  provide  against  attack  in  the  rear, 
while  the  main  body  should  be  posted  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
city,  or,  better  still,  at  or  near  Masonborong'h  on  the  coast. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  U.  O.  WHITING, 

Major-Gencral. 


Abstract  from  tri-monthli/  return  of  the   l>epartment  of  Richmond,  JAcut.  fien.   Richard 
A'.  Kwcll  commanding,  August  31,  1SG4. 


Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres 
ent. 

s 

-M 

5 

*  J 
fc  a 
*-s> 

cj 
i'.rd 

Z8 
y.  " 

U) 

<j 

Pieces  of  field  artil 
lery. 

Prisoners. 

Command. 

Officers. 

a 

~, 

A 

D 

se 

U 

«\ 

Officers. 

a 

X 

General  staff  

12 

12 

]<> 

Johnson  s  brigade  

1 

54 

18 
19 

435 
238 

287 

395 
238 
318 

737 
558 
360 

1,772 
828 
788 

49 
1 

461 
14 

25th  Virginia  Battalion  

1st  Kegiment  Reserves  

Total  

91 

960 

051 

I.  655 

3,388    

50 

175 

50 

896 

889 

1,457 

2,655 

8 

180 

Artillery  defenses  

115 

2,360 

2,552 

2,884 

",,  396 

22 

2 

1 

268 

4,216 

4,392 

6,008 

9.451  |      22 

60 

656 

Organization  of  troops  same  as  June  20,  1864.  except  that  Johnson's  brigade,  Col.  John  M.  Hughs 
commanding,  composed  of  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-third  Tennessee  Regiments  (consolidated).  Forty- 
fourth  and  Twenty-tilth  Tennessee  Regiments  (consolidated),  and  Sixty-third  Tennessee  Regiment  have 
been  added,  and  Lociil  Defense  Troops,  Sixtieth  Alabama  Regiment  and  First  Battalion,  Cavalry,  are 
omitted.* 


Abstract  from  monthly  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  General  Robert  E.  Lee, 
commanding,  August  31,  1864. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Efl'ective  total  pres 
ent. 

Aggregato  present. 

Aggregate  present 
and  absent. 

Officers. 

r^ 

12 

12 

17 
6,006 
5,512 
4,  769  ' 

First  Army  Corps  (Anderson)  : 
Statl'                 

17 

385 
432 
377 

4,544 
3,944 
3,  445 

4,544 
3.944 

3,445 

11,  378 
12,  475 
11,  390 

Total        

1,223 

11,  933 

11,  933 

16,  316 

35,  243 

Second  Army  Corps  (Earlv;  : 
Staff                                               

17 
243 
323 
300 
210 

17 
2,832 
4,165 
3,339 
2,571 

19 
6,860 
16,109 
14,  208 
7,363 

2,104 
3,  013 
2,544 
1,  009 

2,104 
3,013 
2,544 
1,909 

Total 1,093  |    9,570  |    9,570  |  12,924 

For  roster  of  Juno  L'O,  1861,  see  Vol.  XL,  Part  II,  p.  671. 
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Abstract  from  monthly  return  of  the  Arm;/  of  Xorthern  Virginia,  <f-o. — Continued. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

i 

^ 

\ 

it 

Tl. 

It 

a 
aj 

•a    • 

ga 

^,  U 

J 

I:"- 
SC~ 
C 
ie 

it 

<1 

Officers. 

<• 

Third  Army  Corps  (Hill)  : 
Stall'..'.  in 

15 
5,875 
5,  155 
5.281 
178 

17 
13,  560 
13,  206 
11,!>84 
247 

S29 
346 
3C7 
14 

1,071 

4.  01)4 
4,075 
4,  (154 
151 

4,  (194 
4,  075 
4.054 
151 

Fifth  Alabama  liattaliou  

Total  

12,  374 

12,  374 

16.  504 

41!,  572 

Cavalry  Corps  (Hampton)  : 
Staff           .                   

12 

12 
3,734 

16 
8,  327 

20i 

2,769 

2,769 

Fitz.  Lee's  division  a  

"W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division  

140 
88 

2,  575 
1,  305 

2,575 
1,395 

3,276 
1,779 

5.  656 
1,779 

Dearin  ji's  brigade  

Horse  Artillery  b  

Total  

444 

6.739 

6,739 

8,  801  |       15,  778 

Artillery  Reserve  (Pendleton)  : 

73 
13 
101 

1,456 

285 
1,890 

1,456 

285 
1,890 

1,730 
366 
2,347 

2,407 
511 

3,408 

Colonel  Carter's  artillery  

Third  Corps  artillery  

Total            

187 

3.631 

3,631 

4.443  |        6,326 

Grand  total 4,  018  |  44,  247  I  44,  247     58.  988  I     145,  478 


a  Detached. 


b  No  report. 


Two  hundred  and  ninety  officers  ami  4.208  enlisted  men  in  hands  of  enemy  are  not  added  in  the  present 
and  absent  of  tho  several  divisions,  but  are  willed  in  total  present  and  absent  of  Third  Army  Corps. 


Organization  of  the  Army  of  Northern   Virginia  August  ol,  1864.* 

FIRST  ARMY  CORPS. 
Lieut.  Gen.  RICHARD  H.  ANDERSON 

PICKETT'S  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Gen.  GEORGE  E.  PICKKTT. 


Barton's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  SKTII  M.  BARTON.! 

9th  Virginia,  Col.  James  J.  Phillips. 
14th  Virginia,  Col.  William  White. 
38th  Virginia,  Col.  George  K.  Griggs. 
53d    Virginia,  Col.  William  R.  Aylett. 
57th  Virginia,  Col.  Clement  R.  Fontaine. 

Hunton's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  EITA  HUNTON. 

8th  Virginia,  Col.  Norborne  Berkeley. 
18th  Virginia,  Col.  Henry  A.  Carrington. 
19th  Virginia,  Col.  Heury  Gantt. 
28th  Virginia,  Col.  William  Watts. 
56th  Virginia,  Col.  Philips  P.  Slaughter. 


Corse's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  MONTGOMERY  P.  COUSE. 

15th  Virginia,  Col.  Thomas  P.  August. 
17th  Virginia,  Col.  Arthur  Herbert. 
29th  Virginia,  Col.  James  Giles. 
30th  Virginia,  Col.  Archibald  T.  Harrison. 
32d    Virginia,  Col.  Edgar  B.  Montague. 

Terry's  Hi-if/adc. 
Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  R.  TKRRY. 

1st  Virginia,  Col.  Frederick  G.  Skinner. 

3d    Virginia,  Col.  Joseph  Mayo,  jr. 

7th  Virginia,  Col.  Charles  C.  Flowerree. 
llth  Virginia,  Col.  Maurice  S.  Langhome. 
24th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  L. 
Maury. 


*  From  monthly  return  when  not  otherwise  indicated.     The  original  return  does 
not  indicate  actual  commanders. 
t  Col.  W.  R.  Aylett  was  in  command  August  29,  and  probably  at  above  date 
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FIELD'S  DIVISION." 
Maj.  Gou.  CHARLES  W.  FIELD. 


Anderson's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  GEOR»;E  T.  ANDERSON. 

7th  Georgia,  Col.  George  H.  Carmical. 
8th  Georgia,  Col.  John  R.  Towers. 


Law's  Brigade. 
Col.  PINCKNKY  D.  BOWLES. 

4th  Alabama,  Col.  Pinckney  D.  Bowles. 
15th  Alabama,    Col.  Alexander  A.   Low- 


nth  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward F.Hoge.  i  ther. 

llth  Georgia,  Col.  Francis  H.  Little.  44th  Alabama,  Col.  William  F.  Perry. 

59th  Georgia,  Col.  Jack  Brown.  i  47th  Alabama,  Col.  Michael  J.  Bulger. 

I  48th  Alabama,    Lieut.  Col.    William    M. 
llardwick. 


Brailou's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  BKATTON. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Col.  James  R.  Ilagood. 

2d    South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  Robert  E.  Bowen. 

5th  South  Carolina,  Col.  A.  Coward. 

6th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  M.  Steedman. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  Col.  Joseph  Walker. 

KERSHAW'S    DIVISION.! 

Maj.  Gen.  JOSEPH  B.  KICKSHAW. 
U'offord's  Brigade. 

16th  Georgia,  Maj.  James  S.  Gholstou. 
18th  Georgia,  Col.  .Joseph  Armstrong. 
24th  Georgia,  Col.  C.  C.  Sanders. 

3d    Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters.  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  L.  llutchius,  jr. 
Phillips  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Hamilton. 
Cobb's  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  Luther  J.  Gleuii. 

Bryan's  Brigade. 

10th  Georgia,  Col.  Willis  C.  Holt. 
50th  Georgia,  Col.  Peter  McGlashan. 
51st  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Ball. 
53d    Georgia,  Col.  James  P.  Simms. 

Humphreys'  Brigade. 

13th  Mississippi,   Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  G.  O'Brien. 
17th  Mississippi,  Capt.  Jesse  C.  Cochran. 
18th  Mississippi,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Grim'n. 
21st  Mississippi,  Col.  Daniel  N.  Moody. 

Kershaw's  [oZrf]  Brigade. 

2d    South  Carolina,   Col.  John  D.  Kennedy. 

3d    South  Carolina,  Col.  William  D.  Rutherford. 

7th  South  Carolina,  Capt.  Elijah  J.  Goggans. 

8th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  W.  Henagan. 
15th  South  Carolina,  Col.  John  B.  Davis. 
20th  South  Carolina,  Col.  Stephen  M.  Boykin. 

3d    South  Carolina  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col. William  G.  Rice. 


*  Inspection  report  of  this  division  for  August  30,  1864,  shows  that  it  also  con 
tained  Benniiig's  and  Gregg's  brigades.  The  return  shows  but  two  brigadier-gen 
erals  present  for  duty;  names  not  indicated.  Inspection  report  for  August  30  shows 
Generals  Field,  Anderson.  Bratton,  and  Gregg  present  for  duty,  and  Col.  D.  M.  Du- 
Bose  as  commanding  Benniug's  brigade. 

t  Only  two  brigadier-generals  reported  present  for  duty:  names  not  indicated. 
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GORDONS    DIVISION. 


Maj.  Gen.  JOHN  B.  GOKDON. 


Hays'  Brigade.  <i 

5th  Louisiana,  Col.  Henry  Foruo. 
6th  Louisiana,  Col.  William  Monaghan. 
7th  Louisiana,  Col.  Davidson  B.  Penn. 
8th  Louisiana.,  Col.  Alcibiades  DeBlanc. 
Oth  Louisiana,  Col.  William  R.  Peck. 


Gordon'*   Bri</adc.  b 

13th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  .John  H.  Baker. 
26th  Georgia,  Col.  Edmund  N.  Atkinson. 
31st  Georgia,  Col.  Clement  A.  Evans. 
38th  Georgia,  Col.  .lames  D.  Mathews. 
60th  Georgia,  Col.  William  H.  Stiles,  sr. 
61st  Georgia,  Col.  John  II.  Lamar. 


Pet/ram's  Brif/ade.c 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  PKGHAM. 

13th  Virginia,  Col.  James  B.  Ten-ill. 
31st  Virginia,  Col.  John  S.  Ilotf'man. 
49th  Virginia,  Col.  John  C.  Gibson. 
52d    Virginia,  Col.  James  II.  Skinner. 
58th  Virginia,  Col.  Fraueis  H.  Board. 

Hoke's  Brigade,  d 

6th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Robert ,F. Webb. 
21st  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William 

S.  Ran  kin. 
54th  North   Carolina,    Col.    Kenneth    M. 

Murchison. 
57th  North   Carolina,  Col.    Archibald  C. 

Godwin. 

1st  North    Carolina     Battalion    i^liarp- 
shooters,  Maj.  Rufus  W.  Wharton. 


JOHNSON  S    DIVISION*. 


Stonewall  Brir/ade.  e 

2d    Virginia.   Col.   John  Q.    A.   Naden- 

bouseh. 

4th  Virginia,  Col.  William  Terry. 
5th  Virginia,  Col.' John  H.  S.  Funk. 
27th  Virginia,    Lieut.    Col.     Charles   L. 

llaynes. 

33d   Virginia,  Col.  Frederick  W.  M.  IIol- 
hday. 

Stcnart's  Brigade,  e 

10th  Virginia,  Col.  Edward  T.  H.   War 
ren. 
23d    Virginia,  Col.   Alexander  G.   Talia- 

ferro. 

37th  Virginia,  Col.  Titus  V.  Williams. 
1st  North  Carolina,   Col.    Hamilton  A. 

Brown. 

3d   North  Carolina.    Col.    Stephen    D. 
Thruston. 


Jonen'  Brif/ade.  c 

21st  Virginia,  Col.   William  A.  Wircher. 
25th  Virginia,    Col.    John   C.    Higginbo- 

thain. 

12d    Virginia,  Col.  Robert  W.  Withers. 
14th  Virginia,  Col.  Norvell  Cobb. 
48th  Virginia,  Col.  Robert  H.  Dungan. 
50th  Virginia,  Col.  Alexander  S.   Vaude- 

venter. 

Stafford's  Brit/ade.  a 

1st  Louisiana.  Col.  William  R.  Shivers. 

2d  Louisiana,  Col.  Jesse  M.  Williams. 
10th  Louisiana,  Col.  Eugene  Waggamau. 
14th  Louisiana,  Col.  Zebulon  York. 
15th  Louisiana,  Col.  Edmund  Pendletou. 


*  See  organisation  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley  District.  August  20  and  31.  as  shown 
by  inspection  reports,  and  published  in  Vol.  XLIII,  Part  1.  Notes  a  to  e  refer  to 
that  organization. 

a  Constituting  York's  brigade. 

6 Evans'  brigade,  Col.  E.  N.  Atkinson  commanding,  and  containing  Twelfth 
Georgia  Battalion. 

c  In  Ramseurs  division. 

d  Godwin's  brigade,  Ramseur's  division. 

eTke  Virginia  regiments  constituted  Terry's  brigade,  Gordon's  division. 
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SECOND  ARMY  CORPS— Continued/ 

KODES'   DIVISION*. 

Maj.  Gen.  ROBERT  E.  ROUES. 


Daniel's   Brigade,  a 

32d    North    Carolina.    Col.     Edmund    ('• 
Brabble. 


Doles'  Brigade,  c 

4th  Georgia,  Col.  Philip  Cook. 
12th  Georgia,  Col.  Edward  Willis. 


43d    North  Carolina.  Col.  Thomas  S.  Ke-      21st  Georgia,  Col.  John  T.  Mercer. 


nan. 

45th  North  Carolina.  Col.  Samuel  H.Boyd. 
53d    North    Carolina,     Col.    William    A. 

Owens. 
2d    North  Carolina  Battalion,  Maj.  John 

M.  Hancock. 

llamseur'x   Brigade,  h 

2d    North    Carolina,    Col.    William    R. 

Cox. 

4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Bryan  Grimes. 
14th  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  Tyler   Ben 
nett. 
30th  North    Carolina.    Col.     Francis    M. 


Parker. 


44th  Georgia,  Col.  William  H.  Peebles. 


Battle's  Brigade. 
Brig.  (Jen.  CTIJLEN  A.  BATTLE. 

3d    Alabama,  Col.  Charles  Forsyth. 

5th  Alabama.  Col.  Josephus  M.  Hall. 

6th  Alabama,  Col.  James  N.  Lighttbot. 
12th  Alabama,  Col.  Samuel  B.  Pickens. 
61st  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  Lewis  H.  Hill. 


Johnston's  Brigade,  d 

5th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  M.  Garrett. 
12th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Henry  E.  Coleman. 
20th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  F.  Toon. 
23d   North  Carolina,  Maj.  Charles  C.  Blackuall. 

THIRD  ARMY  CORPS. 
Lieut.  Gen.  AMIJKOSE  P.  HILL. 

MAIIONK'S  DIVISION.! 
Sanders'  Brigade.  Malione's  Brigade.^ 


8th  Alabama,  Col.  Young  L.  Royston. 

!)th  Alabama.  Col.  J.  Horace  King. 
10th  Alabama,  Col.  William  II.  Forney, 
llth  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Tay- 

loe. 
14th  Alabama,  Col.  Lucius.  Pinckard. 

Harris'  Brigade. I 
Col.  JOSEPH  M.  JAYNE. 

12th  Mississippi,  Capt.  Sampson  Bolter. 
16th  Mississippi,  Capt.  John  S.  Lewis. 
19th  Mississippi,  Col.  Richard  W.  Phipps. 
48th  Mississippi,   Lieut.   Col.  Thomas  B. 
Manlove. 


6th  Virginia,  Col.  George  T.  Rogers. 
12th  Virginia,  Col.  David  A.  Weisiger. 
16th  Virginia,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Ham. 
41st  Virginia,  Col.  William  A.  Parhain. 
61st  Virginia,  Col.  Virginiua  D.  Groner. 

Wright's  Brigade.\\ 

2d    Georgia  Battalion,  Maj.  Charles  J. 

Motfett. 
10th  Georgia  Battalion,  Capt.  James  D. 

Frederick. 

3d   Georgia,  Col.  Edward  J.  Walker. 
22d    Georgia,  Col.  George  H.  Jones. 
48th  Georgia,  Col.  William  Gibson. 
64th  Georgia,  Maj.  Walter  H.  Weems. 


*  See  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Valley  District,  August  20  and  31,  as  shown 
by  inspection  reports,  and  published  in  Vol.  XLIII,  Part  I.  Notes  a  to  d  refer  to 
that  organization. 

a  Grimes'  brigade. 

ft  With  North  Carolina  regiments  from  Steuart's  brigade  was  Cox's  brigade. 

c.  Cook's  brigade. 

rfln  Ramseur's  division. 

t  Return  reports  but  one  general  officer  present  for  duty;  name  not  indicated. 

}  Actual  commanders  given  as  shown  by  inspection  reports. 

$  Colonel  Weisiger  commanding  brigade  August  15,  according  to  inspection  re 
port. 

||  Brigadier-General  Girardey  killed  at  Deep  Bottom. 

77   R  R — VOL  XLII,   PT   II 
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Finegan's  Brigade." 

2d    Florida,  Maj.  Walter  J?.  Moore. 

5th  Florida,  Col.  Thomas  13.  Lauiar. 

8th  Florida,  Col.  David  Lang. 

9th  Florida,  Col.  Johu  M.  Martin. 
10th  Florida,  Col.  Charles  F.  Hopkins, 
llth  Florida,!  Col.  Theodore  VV.  Brevard. 

WILCOX'S  DIVISION-. 
Maj.  Gen.  CADMUS  M.  WILCOX. 

Thomas'  Brigade. I  Lane*  Brigade.t 

Col.  THOMAS  J.  SIMMONS.  Brig.  Gen.  JAMKS  H.  LANK. 


14th  Georgia,  Ma.j.  Washington  L.  Gold 
smith. 

35th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Mc- 
Cnllohs. 

45th  Georgia,  Capt.  Aurelius  W.  Gibson. 

4'Jth  Georgia,  Col.  John  T.  Jordan. 


McGowan'n  Brigade,  t 
Brig.  Gen.  SAMUEL  McGowAN. 

1st  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew 
P.  Butler. 

12th  South  Carolina,  Capt.  Robert  M. 
Kcrr. 

13th  South  Carolina,  Capt.  David  R.  Dun 
can. 

14th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward 
Croft. 

Orr's  Riiles,  Maj.  James  T.  Robertson. 


7th  North    Carolina,    Capt.    James    G. 

Harris. 
18th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Johu  W. 

McGill. 
28th  North    Carolina.    Maj.    Samuel    X. 

Stowe. 

33d    North  Carolina,  Capt.  W.  J.  Callais. 
37th  North    Carolina,    Col.    William   M. 

Barbour. 

Scales'  Brigade.  { 
Brig.  Gen.  ALFRED  M.  SCALES. 

13th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Hy- 
man. 

Kith  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  A. 
Stowe. 

22d  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Gal- 
la  way,  jr. 

34th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  L.  J. 
Lowrance. 

38th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  Ashford. 


HETH'S  DIVISION. $ 
Maj.  Gen.  HENKY  HETII. 


Darts'  Brigade.} 


1  Cootie's  Brigade. 

2d   Mississippi,  Col.  John  M.  Stone.  15th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William 

llth  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  '                H.  Yarborough. 

Lowry.  27th  North  Carolina,  Col.   John  A.   Gil- 

26th  Mississippi,  Col.  Arthur  E.Reynolds,  i               mer,  jr. 

42d    Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  M.  46th  North    Carolina,    Col.    William    L, 


Nelson. 


Saunders. 


1st  Confederate  Battalion,  Capt.  J.  M.   !  48th  North    Carolina,    Col.    Samuel    II, 


Johnson. 

MacRae's  Brigade. 

llth  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  J.  Mar 
tin. 

26th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  R.  Lane. 

44th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  C.  Siu- 
geltary. 

47th  North  Carolina,  Col.  George  H.  Fari 
bault. 

52d    North     Carolina,    Col.    Marcus    A. 
Parks. 


Walk  up. 

Archer's  Brigade. 

1st  Tennessee,   Lieut.   Col.    X'ewton  J, 
George. 

7th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  A.  Fite. 
llth  Tennessee,  Col.  William  McComb. 
13th  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Aikeii. 


*  Finegan's  and  Perry's  brigades  consolidated ;  General  Finegau  commanding  Au 
gust  16. 

tTwo  companies  Borland's  battalion  attached. 

J  Actual  commanders  given  as  shown  by  inspection  reports. 

§  Four  brigadier-generals  reported  present  for  duty;  names  not  indicated. 

||  Inspection  report  for  August  16  puts  the  55th  North  Carolina,  Capt.  R.  W. 
Thomas,  in  this  brigade. 
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ll'alk'cr'a  Brigade.'' 

22d    Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  1*.  Tayloe. 
40th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  S.  Cunningham. 
47th  Virginia.  Col.  Robert  M.  Mayo. 
55th  Virginia,  C'ol.  William  8.  Christian. 
2d    Maryland  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  James  II.  Herbert. 

( 'iiattaclictl. 
5th  Alabama  Battalion. 

CAVALRY  CORPS. t 
Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMI-TON. 

LEE'S  DIVISION,  t 
Maj.  Gen.  Frr/.nron   LEE. 

jrickham's  Brigade.  Lomajcx  Brigade. 

Brig.  Go  M.  WILLIAMS  C.  WICKIIAM.  Mrig.  Gen.  LUNSFORD  L.  LOMAX. 

1st   Virginia.  Col.  R.  Welby  C'arter.  \     5th  Virginia,  Col.  Reuben  B.  Boston. 

2d    Virginia,  Col.  Thomas  T.  Mnntbrd.  :     6th  Virginia,  Col.  Julian  Harrison. 
3d    Virginia.  Col.  Thomas  II.  Owen.  15th  Virginia,  Col.  Charles  R.Collins. 

4th  Virginia,  Coi.  William  11.  Payne. 

m'TLKu's  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  BTTLEK. 

nuHOvant'n  Brigade.  Young's  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  DCNOVANT.  Brig.  Gen.  PIERCE  M.  B.  YOUNG. 


3d  South  Carolina,  Col.  Charles  J.  Col- 
cock. 

4th  South  Carolina,  Col.  B.  linger  Rut- 
ledge. 

5th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  J. 
Jeffords. 


C'obb's  Georgia  Legion.   Col.   Gilbert  J. 

Wright. 
Phillips  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W. 

Rich. 
Jctf.  Davis  Legion,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Fred. 

Waring. 


6th  South  Carolina,  Col.  Hugh  K.  Aiken.      Millen's  Georgia  Battalion. 

:  Love's  Alabama  Battalion. 
7th  Georgia,  Maj.  Edward  C.  Anderson, 


Rosser'x  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  THOMAS  L.  ROSSER. 

7th  Virginia.  Col.  Richard  11.  Dulany. 
llth  Virginia,  Col.  Oliver  R.  Funsteu. 
12th  Virginia,  Col.  Asher  W.  Harman. 
35th  Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Elijah  V.  White. 


*  On  inspection  report  for  August  15  consolidated  as  Fry's  brigade,  Colonel 
Mayo,  commanding. 

tOn  face  of  return  appears  to  have  consisted  of  Hampton's,  Fitxhugh  Lee's,  and 
Wr.  H.  F.  Lee's  divisions  and  Dearing's  brigade. 

t  Reported  as  detached. 
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LEE'S  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Gen.  WILLIAM  H.  F.  LEE. 

Barringer's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  RUFUS  BARRINGER. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  H.  Cheek. 
2d    North  Carolina,  Col.  William  P.  Roberts. 
4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Dennis  D.  Ferebee. 
5th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  B.  Evans. 

Chambliss'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  R.  CHAMBLISS,  Jr. 

<)tb  Virginia,  Col.  Richard  L.  T.  Beale. 
10th  Virginia,  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis. 
13th  Virginia,  Col.  Jert'ersou  C.  Phillips. 

ARTILLERY.* 
Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  N.  PKNDLETON. 

FIRST    CORPS    ARTILLERY. 

Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  P.  ALEXANDER.* 
Cabell't*  Battalion. 

Col.  HENRY  C.  CABELL. 

Manly 's  battery,  Capt.  Basil  C.  Manly. 

1st  Company  Richmond  Howitzers,  Capt.  Robert  M.  Anderson. 

Carlton's  battery,  Capt.  Henry  II.  Carlton. 

Callaway's  battery,  Lieut.  M.  Callaway. 

UaskelVs  Battalion. 

Maj.  JOHN  C.  HASKELL. 

Branch's  battery,  Capt.  Henry  G.  Flanuer. 
Nelson's  battery,  Lieut.  William  B.  Stanlield. 
Garden's  battery,  Capt,  Hugh  R.  Garden. 
Rowan  Battery,  Lieut.  Ezekiel  Myers. 

Hugetja  Battalion. 
Maj.  FRANK  HCGER. 

Smith's  battery,  Capt.  John  D.  Smith. 
Moody's  battery,  Lieut.  George  Poindexter. 
Wooliblk's  battery,  Lieut.  James  Woollblk. 
Parker's  battery,  Capt.  William  W.  Parker. 
Taylor's  battery,  Capt.  Osmond  B.  Taylor. 
Fickliug's  battery,  Capt.  William  W.  Fiekling. 
Martin's  battery,  Capt.  S.  Taylor  Martin. 

Gibbes'  Battalion. 
Maj.  WADE  H.  GIBBES. 

Davidson's  battery,  Lieut.  John  H.  Charaberlayne. 
Dickenson's  battery,  Capt.  Crispin  Diekenson. 
Otey's  battery,  Capt.  David  N.  Walker. 

*  But  one  general  officer  reported  present  for  duty  in  the  artillery,  and  Alex 
ander's  name  not  on  original. 
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SECOND    CORPS    ARTILLERY. 

Brig.  Gen.  AKMISTKAD  L.  Loxu. 

Bi-arton'x  Jlattalion.  Cutshaiv's  Battalion. 

Maj.  CARTER  M.  BRAXYOX.  Maj.  WILFRED  E.  CUTSHAW. 

Lee  Battery,    Lieut.    William   W.   Hard-      Charlottesville    Artillery,     Capt.   James 

wicke.  McD.  Carriugtou. 

1st  Maryland  Artillery,  Capt.  \Villiaiu  F.      Staunton  Artillery,  Capt.  Asber  W.  Car- 


Deinent. 


ber. 


Stafford     Artillery,     (.'apt.     Raleigh     L.      Courtney    Artillery,    Capt.    William    A. 

Cooper.  Tanner. 

Alleghauy  Artillery,  Capt.  Jolin  C.  Car- 

nenter. 

Carter's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  THOMAS  II.  CARTER. 

Morris  Artillery,  Capt.  Samuel  H.  Pendle- 

tou. 
Orange  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  W.  Fry. 


Nelson's  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Col.  WILLIAM  NELSOX. 

Amherst  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Kirk- 


King  William  Artillery,   Capt.   William  patrick. 

P.  Carter.  Milledge  Artillery,  Capt.  John  Milledge, 

Jeff.   Davis  Artillery,   Capt.  William  J.  jr. 

Reese.  Fl'uvanna  Artillery,  Capt.  John  L.  Massie. 

Brown's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  ROHEUT  A.  HAKDAWAY. 

Powhatan  Artillery,  Ca])t.  Willis  J.  Dance. 

'Jd  Company  Rielimond   Howitzers,  Capt.  Lorraine  F.  Jones. 

od  Company  Richmond  Howitzers.  Capt.  Benjamin  II.  Smith,  jr. 

Rockbridge  Artillery.   Capt.  Archibald  Graham. 

Salem  Flying  Artillery,  Capt.  Charles  B.  Griffin. 

THIRD    CORPS    ARTILLERY.* 

Col.  R.  LINDSAY  WALKER. 


('lilts'  Battalion. \ 
Lieut.  Col.  ALLEN  S.  CUTTS. 

Ross'  battery,  Capt.  Hugh  M.  Ross. 
Patterson's  battery,  Capt.  George  M.  Pat 
terson. 
Irwin  Artillery.  Capt.  JohuT.  Wingtield. 


Richardson's  Battalion. \ 

Lieut.  Col.  CHARLES  RICHARDSON. 

Lewis  Artillery,  Capt.  Nathan  Penick. 
Donaldsonville     Artillery,    Capt.    Victor 

Mauriu. 
Norfolk  Light  Artillery,  Capt.  Charles  R. 

G  randy. 
Huger  Artillery,  Capt.  Joseph  D.  Moore. 


I'cgram'x  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  WILLIAM  J.  PKGRAM. 


Mclntosh's  Battalion. 
Lieut.  Col.  DAVID  G.  MclNTOSll. 

Johnson's    battery,    Capt.    Valentino  J.  '  1'eo  Dee  Artillery,  Capt.  Ervin  I'..  Brun- 

C'lutter.  ««n- 

Hardaway   Artillery,   Capt.    William   B.  Frederickslmrg  Artillery,  Capt.  Edward 

Hurt.    '  A.  Marye. 

Danville  Artillery,  Capt.  R.  Sydney  Rice.  Letcher  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas  A.  Bran- 

2d  Rockbridge  Artillery,   Capt.   William  «ler. 

K.  Donald.  Purcell  Battery,  Capt.  George  M.  Cayce. 

i  Crenshaw's  Battery,  Capt.  Thomas  Ellott. 

*  The  Washington  ( Louisiana)  Artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eshlcman  commanding 
(four  batteries),  not  accounted  for  in  returns,  but  reported  present  in  inspection  report 
for  September  1, 1864;  that  report  alsorejjjojrts  six  batteries  (not  specified)  in  Mclu- 
tosh's  battalion.  ^^r^^7^^  *-*••*- 

t  According  to  inspection  rcjoott, "September  1  to, 30,  Cutts'  battalion,  under  Major 
Lane,  and  Richardson's  baMSflJuoj*  \v«nje  combined  under  command  of  Colonel  Cutts. 


(1 
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n  v'x   Haifa  I  io  n  . 
Lieut.  Col.  WILLIAM  T.  POAGUK. 

Madison  Artillery,  Capt.  Thomas  .1.  Richards. 
Alheiuarle  Artillery,  Capt.  James  \V.  Wyatt. 
Brooke  Artillery,  Capt.  Addison  \V.  Utterbaek. 
Charlotte  Artillery,  Capt.  Arthur  H.  Williams. 


HEADQUARTERS    ARTILLERY   CORPS, 

September  1,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  II.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  Xorthcrn  Virginia: 
COLONEL:  In  consequence  of  ;i  statement  made  to  me  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  by  Colonel  Baldwin,  that  the  companies  working-  the  heavy  guns 
at  the  battery  near  Hewlett's  house  on  James  River  were  reduced  by 
sickness  much  below  an  efficient  condition,  I  yesterday  visited  that 
battery  in  my  ride  on  the  lines.  There  are  oiily  four  men  present  for 
duty  in  one  company  and  thirty-six  in  the  other,  or  forty  altogether,  out 
of  an  aggregate  of  -52.  The  largest  gun  requires  properly  to  work  it 
at  least  twenty  men,  the  six  others  eight  or  ten  a  piece.  If  the  com 
manding  general  deems  it  important  to  keep  those  guns  served,  one  if 
not  both  of  the  other  companies  of  Major  Smith's  battalion  now  at 
Drewry's  Blutf,  might  be  ordered  to  Hewlett's,  though  I  do  not  recom 
mend  it,  because,  at  present  I  do  not  perceive  the  need  of  using  all  these 
heavy  guns.  The  surgeon  in  charge  told  me  he  thought  he  could  very 
much  control  the  disease  of  chills.  &c.,  it'he  could  obtain  a  sufficiency 
of  quinine.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  chief  surgeon  of  the 
army  be  instructed  to  have  special  examination  made  on  that  front  as 
to  what  can  be  done.  1  found  other  artillery  commands  also  suffering 
seriously. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  X.  PENDLETON, 
Briyadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  1,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Surgeon  Guild. 

Cannot  quinine  be  issued  to  the  surgeon  at  Battery  Dantzlerf 
By  order  of  General  Lee: 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

MEDICAL  DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE, 

September  2,  186  L 
Respectfully  returned. 

Attention  invited  to  medical  inspector's  report,  herewith  inclosed.* 
Please  return  the  report. 

L.  GUILD, 
Medical  Director,  Army  of  Xortheni   Virginia. 

*Not  tbimd. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  .V,  ISfi-i. 

Respectfully  returned  to  General  Pendleton. 

An  additional  detachment  [from]  Drcwry's  Bin  ft'  lias  been  sent  to 
Battery  Dant/ler. 

By  order  of  General  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Afsfs-iatant  Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  207.  j  Richmond,  September  1,  1864. 

******* 

XX.  Capt.  A.  W.  Lawrence,  of  Confederate  States  "ordnance,  is 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  reserves  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  T.  II.  Holmes,  commanding,  &c.,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

**##### 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  DIVISION, 

Petersburg,   Vu.,  September  J,  18(>-i. 
Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  EWELL  : 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  would  respectfully  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of 
placing  an  efficient  officer  in  command  of  my  old  brigade  of  Tennessee 
troops.  I  understand  that  its  discipline  is  seriously  declining  for  want 
of  a  good  commander;  that  there  is  but  little  system  in  its  present 
management,  and  that  the  ordinary  daily  duties  are  not  attended  to,  or 
performed  in  a  careless  and  unmilitary  style.  There  is  not  more  relia 
ble  fighting  material  in  the  army  than  in  that  brigade,  and  if  it  can 
ever  return  to  Tennessee  its  strength  will  no  doubt  be  increased  by 
between  2,000  and  3,000.  I  feel  great  interest  in  the  brigade,  and  desire 
to  see  some  one  in  command  of  it  who  entertains  a  like  interest,  and 
has  the  ability  and  will  to  maintain  its  discipline  and  high  character. 
Lieut.  Col.  R.  B.  Snowden,  of  the  Forty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Con 
solidated  Tennessee  Regiments,  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  officer  who  will  fill 
all  of  these  requirements.  lie  received  a  military  education,  and  before 
the  present  war  always  manifested  a  spirited  interest  in  military  affairs. 
He  entered  the  First  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers  (Colonel  Maney's) 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  served  one  year  as  adjutant; 
then  served  with  me  through  the  campaign  in  Kentucky  as  assistant 
adjutant  general,  and  was  with  me  in  the  battles  of  Perry ville  am1 
Murfreesborough.  lie  commanded  the  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Regi 
meut  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  with  marked  ability.  On  every 
field  he  has  displayed  distinguished  gallantry.  His  name  will  be  found 
on  the  roll  of  honor,  placed  there  for  distinguished  valor  on  the  field. 
He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  habits  and  good  morals,  and  is  undoubtedly 
the  most  able  officer  now  serving  with  that  brigade.  I  therefore  recom 
mend  that  he  receive  the  temporary  rank  of  brigadier-general  and  be 
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assigned  to  the  command  of  Johnson's  brigade  of  Tennessee  troops.  I 
will  add  that  I  believe  this  appointment  will  meet  a  hearty  response 
in  the  confidence  of  the  troops,  and  that  it  will  insure  for  it  a  highly 
improved  military  condition. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

B.  11.  JOHNSOX, 
Major-General,  Provisional  Army,  C.  8. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  troops  in   (lie  Department  of  ^'orth  Carolina  and  Southern 
Virginia,  (leneral  G.  T.  JJeauretjard,  commanding,  for  September  1,  1SG4. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

Effective  total  pres 
ent. 

Aggregate  present. 

•L-     IT 

Officers. 

a 

2.  a           "•s  u' 

t:            -_  » 

P  i" 

-«            .i 

15 

15 

16  ! 

First  Military  District: 
Staff                 

4 
17G 

10            10 
2,593       2,815 

14 
3,217 

15 

5.058  i              5 

Total 

180 

2,  003       2,  825 

3.231        5.073  1               5 

Second  Military  District: 
Staff 

210 

3                3 
3,  700       3,  771 

10 
4,776 

4,780 

10 

7.  237                27 

Total 

217 

3.  709       3.  774 

7,  247                27 

Third  Military  District: 
Staff 

11 
130 

1                1 
2,  789       3,  455 

12 
4,  023 

14 

5  189 

Total 

147 

2,  790       3,  456 

4,  035 

5,  203    

Hoke's  division  : 
Staff 

7 

9 
5,  048 

0 

321 

3,  222 

4.045 

1''  289 

Total 

328 

3,  222 

4,045 

5,057 

1°  °98  \ 

Johnson's  division  : 
Staff 

9 
307 

6 
3.953 

6 
5,100 

16 
G,  353  ' 

~7~ 

12.  624    

Total                   

370 

3,  959 

5,  106 

G,  369 

12.041    

52 
16 

84 

899 
154 
1,407 

1,  009 
188 
1,601 

1,119 
239 
1,807 

1,641   i             49 
257               14 

Cavalry  brigade  (General 

Uearing)  

1,415 

18,  743 

'JL\004      26,658 

44,  376             95 

Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  ^orth  Carolina  and  South 
ern  Virginia,  commanded  by  General  G.  T.  Bcanregard,  /September 
1,  1864. 

FIRST    MILITARY    DISTRICT. 

Brig.  Gen.  HENRY  A.  WISK. 

Holcombe  Let/ion. 
Capt.  A.  15.  WOODRUFF.  . 

Stony  Creek  (four  companies). 
Nottoway  liridjfe  (four  companies). 
Rowauty  Bridge  (two  companies). 
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Fort  Clifton. 
Lieut.  Col.  HENRY  T.  GCION. 

34th  Virginia  (detachment). 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery  (detachment). 

Hicksforfl. 

Col.  JOHN   J.GARNETT. 

C.  S.  Zouaves. 

Virginia  Reserves. 

(ilM  Georgia  Cavalry,  Company  II. 

Bradford's  section  artillery. 

Hl(jh  Jiridye  (South  Side  Hail  road). 
Virginia  Reserves. 

Mattoax  Bridge. 
Maj.  WILLIAM  S.  UASINUER. 

18th  Georgia  Battalion. 
Virginia  Reserves. 

Staunton  Hirer  Itridye. 

Lieut.  Col.  BENJAMIN  L.  FARINMIOLT. 

Virginia  Reserves. 

Danville,  la. 

Col.  ROBERT  E.  WITHERS. 

Virginia  Reserves. 

Petersburg,  I'a. 

44th  Virginia  Battalion.  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Branch. 
Virginia  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col.  Fletcher  II.  An  her. 
Independent  .Signal  Corps.  Ma.j.  James  F.  Milligau. 
Operatives,  Maj.  William  II.  Hood. 

SECOND   MILITARY   DISTRICT. 

Brig.  Gen.  LAWRENCE  S.  BAKER. 

(ioldsboronyh,  N.  C. 
Col.  STEPHEN  D.  POOL. 

Battalion  Senior  Reserves,  Maj.  Boaz  F.  Hooks. 
Company  Provost  Guard.  Capt.  John  B.  Criswold. 

Kin s ton,  A7".  C. 
Col.  JOHN  N.  WHITFORD. 

07th  North  Carolina.  Lieut.  Col.  Rufiis  W.  Wharton. 
1st  Battalion  North  Carolina  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  R.E.Wilson. 
3d  North  Carolina  Cavalry  (detachment,  dismounted). 
_6th  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  Alfred  H.  Baird. 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery,  Company  B  (detachment),  Lieutenant  Whitehead. 
13th  North  Carolina  Battalion  Artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  B.  Starr. 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  C.  VAN  HOOK. 

62d  Georgia  Cavalry,  Company  G,  Capt.  Patrick  Gray. 
50th  North  Carolina  (four  companies),  Lieut.  Col.  John  C.  Van  Hook. 
10th  North  Carolina  Artillery,  B  and  G  (detachments).  (  „    .  T,  si,Virrnw 

13th  North  Carolina  Battalion  Artillery,  Company  B,  \  M 
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Plymouth,  JV.  C. 
Col.  GKORGK  WORTH  AM. 

50th  North  Carolina  (six  companies),  Col.  George  Wortham. 

Spencer's  and  Pitt's  Companies  Independent  Cavalry. 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery  Companies  G  and  II  (detachments),  Capt.  Benjamin 

T.  Miller. 
Lee's  light  battery,  Capt.  Edgar  J.  Lee. 

ll'eldon,  A'.  C. 
Col.  FRANK  S.  ARMISTEAD. 

1st  North  Carolina  Reserves.  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  W.  Broadfoot. 

One  Battalion  North  Carolina  Reserves,  j  Anderson. 

Provost  Guard,  \ 

lath  Battalion  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Wynn. 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery  (detachment),  Lieut.  Johu  M.  Blount. 

Webb's  battery,  Capt.  Lewis  II.  Webb. 

Local  Defense  Company,  Capt.  James  W.  Strange. 

THIRD   MILITARY    DISTRICT. 

Ma.j.  Gen.  WILLIAM  II.  C.  WHITING. 

Fort  Fisher. 
Col.  WILLIAM  LAMB. 

36th  North  Carolina  (nine  companies),  Col.  William  Lamb. 

13th  Battalion  Light  Artillery,  Company  D,  Capt.  Zachariah  T.  Adams. 

Fort  Casii'ell. 
Col.  T.  M.  JONF.S. 

1st  Battalion  North  Carolina,  (three  companies). 
3d  Battalion  Heavy  Artillery,  Company  C. 
Sampson  Artillery. 

Fort  Campbell. 
Col.  JOHN  D.  TAYLOR. 

1st  Battalion  North  Carolina  (one  company). 
36th  North  Carolina  (one  company). 
40th  North  Carolina  (one  company). 
Coast  Guards  (one  company). 

Fort  Ilolmes  and  Fort  Fender. 
Col.  JOHN  J.  HEDRICK. 

3d    North  Carolina  Battalion,  Company  B,  )  r,  ,    T  ,      T    TT    i   •  L 
40th  North  Carolina  (eight  companies),'        \  LoL  J<)l 
10th  North  Carolina  (detachment),  Capt.  Edward  1).  Walsh. 

Fort  Anderson. 

1st  Battalion,  and  40th   Regiment   North  Carolina  (detachment),  Capt.   James    L. 
McCoruiic. 

Battery  Lamb. 
1st  Battalion  and  40th  Regiment  North  Carolina  (detachment),  Lieut.  John  J.  Bright. 

Masonborough  Sound. 
Col.  GEORGE  JACKSON. 

4th  and  8th  Battalions  Junior  Reserves.  Maj.  John  M.  Reece. 
7th  C.  S.  Cavalry,  companies  D  andE,  Capt.  P.  A.  S.  Morris. 
Paris'  battery,  Capt.  Andrew  B.  Paris. 
Southerland's  battery,  Capt.  Thomas  J.  Southerland. 
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Kenansvillc,  X.   ('. 

3d    North  Carolina  Battalioii,  Conipauy  A,  Ca]>t.  Andrew  J.  Ellis. 
10th  North  Carolina  Battalioii  (two  companies),  Maj.  Wilton  L.  Young. 

City  of  Wilmington  and  Rircr  Defenses. 
Col.  GEORGE  A.  CUNNINGHAM. 

2d    North  Carolina  Battalion,  Company  B. 
10th  North  Carolina  Battalion  (two  companies). 
10th  North  Carolina  (two  companies). 
40th  North  Carolina,  Company  A. 
Buie's  and  Bass'  companies  (unattached). 

HOKE'S  DIVISION. 
Maj.  Con.  ROUKUT  F.  HOKE. 
Afar  tin' 8  Brigade.  Clingman's  Brigade. 


17th  North  Carolina. 
42d  North  Carolina. 
50th  North  Carolina. 
60th  North  Carolina. 


Colquitt'x  Brigade. 


6th  Georgia. 
19tu  Georgia. 
23d  Georgia. 
27th  Georgia. 
28th  Georgia. 


8th  North  Carolina. 
31st  North  Carolina. 
51st  North  Carolina. 
61st  North  Carolina. 

Hagood's  Brigade. 

7th  South  Carolina  Battalion, 
llth  South  Carolina. 
21st  South  Carolina. 
25th  South  Carolina. 
27th  South  Carolina. 


JOHNSON'S  DIVISION. 


Brig.  (ifii.  ARCHIBALD  CKACIE,  Jr. 
Eansotn'x   Brigade.  Grades  Brigade. 


24th  North  Carolina. 
25th  North  Carolina. 
35th  North  Carolina. 
49th  North  Carolina. 
56th  North  Carolina. 


Elliott'*   Brigade. 


17th  South  Carolina. 
18th  South  Carolina. 
22d  South  Carolina. 
23d  South  Carolina. 
26th  South  Carolina. 


23d    Alabama  Battalion. 
41st  Alabama. 
43d    Alabama. 
59th  Alabama. 
60th  Alabama. 


Wise's  Brigade 


26th  Virginia. 
34th  Virginia. 
46th  Virginia. 
5'Jth  Virginia. 


ARTILLERY. 

Col.  HILARY  P.  JONES. 


Moseleifs  Battalion. 

Cumming's  (North  Carolina)  battery. 
Miller's  (North  Carolina)  battery. 
Pegram's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Slaten's  (Georgia)  battery. 
Young's  (Virginia)  battery. 

Colt's  Battalion. 

Bradford's  (Mississippi)  battery. 
Wright's  (Virginia)  battery. 


Read's  Battalion. 

Blouut's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Hampden  (Virginia)  battery. 
Macon's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Marshall's  (Virginia)  battery, 


Boggs'   Battalion. 

Martin's  (Virginia)  battery. 
Sturdivaut's  (Virginia)  battery 
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CAVALRY. 

Brig.  Gen.  JAMES  BEARING. 

7th  Confederate,  Col.  V.  H.  Taliaferro. 
62d  Georgia,  Col.  Joel  R.  Griffin. 
4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Dennis  D.  Ferebee. 
6th  North  Carolina,  Col.  George  N.  Folk. 
Graham's  (Virginia)  battery,  (  p      ,    F  lwa   •. 
Horse  Artillery,  \  L'lpt'  ^ 

DREWRY'S  HI.I'FK. 
Col.  GEORGE  If.  TERRETT. 

Neblett  Artillery.       )  r,  -,    r,  Tr   r*, 

r,        i-i      i    i-ii          i  Col.  George  It.   lerrett. 

Sonthsule  Artillery,  ^ 

NOTE.  —  Two  companies  heavy  artillery  detached  at  Battery  Dantzler,  under  Major 
Smith  ;  three  companies  Marine  Battalion  detached  by  order  of  Secretary  of  Navy  and 
ordered  to  Wilmington  for  secret  service. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  2.  1864. 
His  Excellency  JEFFERSON  DAVIS, 

President  of  the  Confederate  Mates: 

Mr.  PRESIDENT:  I  beg  leave  to  cull  your  attention  to  the  importance 
of  immediate  and  vigorous  measures  to  increase  the  strength  of  our 
armies,  and  to  some  suggestions  as  to  the  mode  of  doing  it.  The 
necessity  is  now  great,  and  will  soon  be  augmented  by  the  results  of 
the  coming  draft  in  the  United  States.  As  matters  now  stand  we  have 
no  troops  disposable  to  meet  movements  of  the  enemy  or  strike  when 
opportunity  presents,  without  taking  them  from  the  trenches  and  expos 
ing  some  important  point.  The  enemy's  position  enables  him  to  move 
his  troops  to  the  right  or  left  without  our  knowledge,  until  he  has 
reached  the  point  at  which  he  aims,  and  we  are  then  compelled  to  hurry 
our  men  to  meet  him,  incurring  the  risk  of  being  too  late  to  check  his 
progress  and  the  additional  risk  of  the  advantage  he  may  derive  from 
their  absence.  This  was  fully  illustrated  in  the  late  demonstration  north 
of  James  Kiver,  which  called  troops  from  our  lines  here  who,  if  present, 
might  have  prevented  the  occupation  of  the  Weldon  railroad.  These 
rapid  and  distant  movements  also  fatigue  and  exhaust  our  men,  greatly 
impairing  their  efficiency  in  battle.  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to 
enumerate  all  the  reasons  for  recruiting  our  ranks.  The  necessity  is  as 
well  known  to  Your  Excellency  as  to  myself  and  as  much  the  object  of 
your  solicitude.  The  means  of  obtaining  men  for  field  duty,  as  far  as  i 
can  see,  are  only  three.  A  considerable  number  could  be  placed  in  the 
ranks  by  relieving  all  able-bodied  white  men  employed  as  teamsters, 
cooks,  mechanics,  and  laborers,  and  supplying  their  places  with  negroes. 
I  think  measures  should  be  taken  at  once  to  substitute  negroes  for  white 
in  every  place  in  the  army,  or  connected  with  it,  where  the  former  can 
be  used.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  must  choose  between  employing 
negroes  ourselves  or  having  them  employed  against  us.  A  thorough 
and  vigorous  inspection  of  the  rolls  of  exempted  and  detailed  men  is,  in 
my  opinion,  of  immediate  importance. 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  no  man  should  be  excused  from 
service  for  any  reason  not  deemed  sufficient  to  entitle  one  already  in 
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service  to  his  discharge.  I  do  not  think  that  the  decision  of  such  ques 
tions  can  be  made  so  well  by  any  as  by  those  whose  experience  with 
troops  has  made  them  acquainted  with  the  urgent  claims  to  relief,  which 
are  constantly  brought  to  the  attention  of  commanding  officers,  but  which 
they  are  forced  to  deny.  For  this  reason  I  would  recommend  that  the 
rolls  of  exempts  and  details  in  each  State  be  inspected  by  officers  of 
character  and  influence,  who  have  had  experience  in  the  tield  and  have 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  exemptions  and  details.  If  all  that  I  have 
heard  be  true,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  very  different  rules  of  action 
have  been  pursued  toward  men  in  service  and  those  liable  to  it  in 
the  matter  of  exemptions  and  details,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
Your  Excellency  cause  reports  to  be  made  by  the  Enrolling  Bureau  of 
the  number  of  men  enrolled  in  each  State,  the  number  sent  to  the  field, 
and  the  number  exempted  or  detailed.  I  regard  this  matter  as  of  the 
utmost  moment.  Our  ranks  are  constantly  diminishing  by  battle  and 
disease,  and  few  recruits  are  received.  The,  consequences  are  inevi 
table,  and  I  feel  conlident  that  the  time  has  come  when  no  man  capable 
of  bearing  arms  should  be  excused,  unless  it  be  for  some  controlling 
reason  of  public  necessity.  The  safety  of  the  country  requires  this,  in 
my  judgment,  and  hardship  to  individuals  must  be  disregarded  in  view 
of  the  calamity  that  would  follow  to  the  whole  people  if  our  armies  meet 
with  disaster.  No  detail  of  an  arms-bearing  man  should  be  continued 
or  granted,  except  for  the  performance  of  duty  that  is  indispensable  to 
the  army,  and  that  cannot  be  performed  by  one  not  liable  to,  or  fit  for, 
service.  Agricultural  details  take  numbers  from  the  army  without  any 
corresponding  advantage. 

I  think  that  the  interests  of  land  owners  and  cultivators  may  be 
relied  upon  to  induce  them  to  provide  means  for  saving  their  crops,  if 
they  be  sent  to  the  field.  If  they  remain  at  home  their  produce  will 
only  benefit  the  enemy,  as  our  armies  will  be  insufficient  to  defend 
them.  If  the  officers  and  men  detailed  in  the  Conscript  Bureau  have 
performed  their  duties  faithfully,  they  must  have  already  brought  out 
the  chief  part  of  those  liable  to  duty,  and  have  nothing  to  do  now 
except  to  get  such  as  from  time  to  time  reach  military  age.  If  this  be 
true  many  of  these  officers  and  men  can  now  be  spared  to  the  army. 
If  not,  they  have  been  derelict,  and  should  be  sent  back  to  the  ranks, 
and  their  places  supplied  by  others  who  will  be  more  active.  Such  a 
policy  will  stimulate  the  energy  of  this  class  of  men.  The  last  resource 
is  the  reserve  force.  Men  of  this  class  can  render  great  service  in  con 
nection  with  regular  troops,  by  taking  their  places  in  trenches,  forts, 
&c.,  and  leaving  them  free  for  active  operations.  I  think  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  bringing  out  the  entire  strength  of  this  class,  particularly  in 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  If  I  had  the  reserves  of  Virginia  to  hold 
the  trenches  here,  or  even  to  man  those  below  Kichmond  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  they  would  render  greater  service  than  they  can  in  any 
other  way.  They  would  give  me  a  force  to  act  with  on  the  offensive  or 
defensive,  as  might  be  necessary,  without  weakening  any  part  of  our 
lines.  Their  mere  presence  in  the  works  below  Kichmond  would  pre 
vent  the  enemy  from  making  feints  in  that  quarter  to  draw  troops  from 
here,  except  in  such  force  as  to  endanger  his  own  lines  around  Peters 
burg.  But  J  feel  confident  that  with  vigorous  effort,  and  an  understand 
ing  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  we  could  get 
more  of  this  class  than  enough  for  the  purpose  last  indicated.  We 
could  make  our  regular  troops  here  available  in  the  field.  The  same 
remarks  are  applicable  to  the  reserves  of  Xorth  Carolina,  who  could 
render  similar  services  at  Wilmington,  and  allow  the  regular  troops  to 
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take  the  field  against  any  force  that  might  land  there.  1  need  not 
remind  Your  Excellency  that  the  reserves  are  of  great  value  in  connec 
tion  with  our  regular  troops,  to  prevent  disaster,  but  would  be  of  little 
avail  to  retrieve  it.  For  this  reason  they  should  be  put  in  service 
before  the  numerical  superiority  of  the  enemy  enables  him  to  inflict  a 
damaging  blow  upon  the  regular  forces  opposed  to  him.  In  my  opinion 
the  necessity  for  them  will  never  be  more  urgent,  or  their  services  of 
greater  value  than  now;  and  1  entertain  the  same  views  as  to  the 
importance  of  immediately  bringing  into  the  regular  service  every  man 
liable  to  military  duty.  It  will  be  too  late  to  do  so  alter  our  armit-s 
meet  with  disaster,  should  such  unfortunately  be  the  case.  I  trust  Your 
Excellency  will  excuse  the  length  and  earnestness  of  this  letter,  in 
view  of  the  vital  importance  of  its  subject,  and  am  confident  that  you 
will  do  all  in  your  power  to  accomplish  the  objects  I  have  in  view. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  X,  1$(>-L 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  L.  KEMPER, 

Commanding  .ReNcrrcts,  iOt'.,  Richmond  : 

GENERAL:  The  tune  has  ivrived  when  the  reserves  can  be  made  of 
great  service,  and  I  am  desirous  to  know  what  number  is  now  available. 
I  hope  yon  have  been  able  to  bring  out  the  whole  available  force  in 
Virginia.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  is  such  that  we  can  spare  none 
of  the  regular  troops  from  the  trenches  for  active  operations  in  the  Held. 
My  object  is  to  occupy  the  trenches  with  the  reserve  forces  as  far  as 
possible,  so  as  to  make  the  other  troops  disposable  for  any  opportunity 
to  strike  at  the  enemy.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  furnish  me 
a  statement  of  the  whole  number  of  reserves  enrolled,  and  also  of  the 
number  ready  for  immediate  service.  I  should  also  like  to  know  what 
time  will  be  required  to  bring  out  the  whole  force. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K,  E.  LEE, 

General., 


HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  2,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  TAYLOR, 

Assistan t  Adjutant- General  : 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  General  Gregg,  IT.  S.  Army,  and  myself  in  reference  to  his 
request  to  be  allowed  to  send  parties  to  Reams' Station  to  bury  the 
Federal  dead.  Ilis  letter  was  sent  by  flag  of  truce  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th  of  August.  After  my  reply  to  him  I  detailed  parties  to  bury  the 
dead  of  the  enemy,  which  work  was  accomplished  without  any  molesta 
tion  from  the  enemy.  My  pickets  have  been  established  since  the 
morning  of  the  2Gth  ultimo  two  miles  east  of  Reams'  Station,  and  the 
enemy  has  not  appeared  in  sight  of  the  station  since  the  fight  of  the  25th. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 

Major-  General. 
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[  Inclosiire  No.  1.] 

HEADQUARTERS  (IAVALKY,  ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC, 

A  tig u st  27,  186-1. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  CONFEDERATE  CAVALRY, 

At  Ream!?  Station: 

SIR:  Understanding  that  there  are  unburied  dead  of  the  U.  S.  forces 
on  the  field  at  Reams'  Station,  1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  burial 
parties  from  my  command  may  be  allowed  to  go  to  Reams'  Station  for 
the  purpose  of  burying  such  dead  as  may  there  be  found,  and,  this  done, 
return  within  my  lines. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  MoM.  GREGG, 
Commanding  Cavalry,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  HAMPTON'S  CAVALRY  DIVISION, 

August  27,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Hampton,  commanding  cav 
alry,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

M.  C.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier- General,  Com manding. 

[Tnclosiire  Xo.  2.] 

HDQRS.  CAVALRY  CORPS,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  27,  1864. 
General  GREGG: 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  asking  that  "  burial  parties  might 
be  allowed  to  go  to  Reams'  Station,  for  the  purpose  of  burying  such 
dead  as  may  there  be  found,"  has  been  referred  to  me.  I  cannot  accede 
to  this  request,  but  1  have  ordered  all  your  dead  to  be  buried.  Your 
wounded  have  been  collected,  and  they  are  under  charge  of  your  sur 
geons. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON. 
Major-General,  Comdq.  Cavalry,  Army  of  Northern    Virginia. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  N.  C.  AND  SOUTH.  VA., 

No.  82.  j  September  X,  1864. 

I.  Paragraph  VIII,  Special  Orders,  No.  17,*  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  is  hereby  modified  to  read  as  follows:  The  limits  of  the 
First  Military  District  are  hereby  extended,  so  as  to  include  all  that 
part  of  this  department  between  the  James,  Roanoke,  and  Dan  Rivers, 
excluding  the  defenses  immediately  around  Richmond  on  south  side  of 
James  River. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Colonel  (aid  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


See  Vol.  XXXVI,  Part  III.  p.  865. 
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HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  September  2,  1864. 
Col.  G.  W.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL:  Should  it  meet  the  approval  of  the  general  commanding, 
I  would  respectfully  urge  that  Col.  W.  H.  Wallace,  of  the  Eighteenth 
South  Carolina  liegiment,  may  be  (during  the  absence  of  Brig.  Gen. 
S.  Elliott)  temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  Elliott's  brigade,  of 
this  division,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general.  My  reasons  for  solic 
iting  the  assignment  for  Colonel  Wallace  are  as  follows :  First.  That 
Brigadier-General  Elliott's  wound  is  not  likely  to  permit  him  to  return 
to  duty  pending  the  present  season,  during  which  we  may  anticipate 
important  operations,  and.  indeed,  the  duties  of  this  brigade  in  the 
trenches  in  front  of  the  enemy  demand  that  it  should  be  rendered  hi 
all  respects  as  efficient  as  possible.  Second.  Because  Colonel  Wallace 
is  the  officer  best  qualified  in  the  brigade  for  the  position  proposed. 
Third.  Because  I  believe  that  the  efficiency  of  the  brigade  will  be  im 
proved  by  this  assignment,  and  that  it  is  necessary  that  such  assign 
ment  shall  be  made. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  11.  JOHNSON, 

Major-General. 


NEAR  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  September  ^,  186-1 — -S  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding  Military  District,  Wilmington,  X.  C.: 
Every  exertion  will  be  made  to  re-enforce  you  in  time  for  all  points. 
Governor  Vance  has  already  been  called  upon  to  imitate  Governor 
Brown,  of  Georgia.     Federal  soldiers  appear  much  discouraged.     They 
fight  badly.     I  will  visit  Wilmington  soon. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAKD. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  3,  1SV1. 
General  BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Armies,  Richmond: 

GENERAL-  Brigadier-General  Perry,  of  Florida,  who  was  wounded 
during  the  summer,  has  returned,  but  is  not  able  to  go  on  duty  with 
his  brigade,  which  is  in  the  trenches,  his  wound  still  rendering  him 
unfit  to  serve  on  foot.  His  brigade  originally  consisted  of  but  three 
regiments,  and  is  very  much  reduced.  After  the  arrival  of  General 
Finegan  with  the  re-enforcements  from  Florida  last  summer,  Perry's 
small  brigade  was  temporarily  united  with  the  new  troops,  and  has 
been  serving  with  them  as  one  brigade,  under  General  Finegan,  until 
the  present  time.  The  whole  makes  but  a  small  brigade,  and  I  think 
the  interests  of  the  service  require  that  what  remains  of  Perry's  origi 
nal  brigade  should  remain  as  it  now  is  with  the  other  Florida  troops. 
If  there  is  any  duty  in  Florida  to  which  General  Perry  can  be  assigned 
suitable  to  his  present  condition,  or  any  command  there  which  he  could 
take  when  his  wound  is  healed,  1  would  recommend  that  he  be 
assigned  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

U.  E.  LEE, 

General. 
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[First  Indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMIES  CONFEDERATE  STATES, 

Richmond,  September  5,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  arrangement  suggested  by  General  Lee  will  no  doubt  conduce 

to  the  efficiency  of  the  troops.     I  have  not  found  that  officers  could,  as 

a  general  rule,  be  advantageously  employed  near  their  homes,  especially 

where  they  had  been  previously  associated  with  political  organizations. 

BRAXTOX  BRAGG, 

General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL  : 

Let  the  brigade  remain  as  it  now  is  and  relieve  General  Perry  till 
restored  to  health.  Do  you  know  any  appropriate  duty  to  which  he 
can  be  assigned  ? 

J.  A.  S[EDDON], 

Secretary. 

[Third  iudorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  26, 1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
Shall  General  Perry  be  ordered  to  General  Jones? 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Fourth  iudorsement.] 

General  Ivempcr  informed  me  some  days  since  that  General  Perry 
had  been  ordered  to  him  for  duty  by  General  Lee,  and  that  he  had 
assigned  him  to  the  command  of  the  reserves  on  the  Rappahannock. 

J.  W.  R[IELY]. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Let  this  stand  until  General  Kemper  returns 

S.  C[OOPERj. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Matters  have  changed  since  that  time,  and  all  the  above  is  of  no 
effect. 

RIELY. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

September  3,  1864. 
General  HAMPTON, 

Commanding  Car  airy  : 

GENERAL:  From  the  reports  of  your  scouts  I  judge  that  the  enemy 
is  very  open  to  attack  at  City  Point  and  other  points  where  his  wagons 
are  parked  in  his  rear.  I  wish  you  would  have  the  matter  closely  in 
quired  into  and  the  roads  and  distances  you  would  have  to  travel.  A 
sudden  blow  in  that  quarter  might  be  detrimental  to  him.  It  also  is 
probable  from  the  movement  of  all  his  cavalry  from  his  rear  to  his 
front,  that  he  is  meditating  some  attack  or  expedition  to  our  right.  I 
hope  you  will  be  prepared  for  this.  Keep  your  cavalry  as  much  to- 
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gether  as  possible,  your  pickets  on  the  alert,  and  your  scouts  out  and 
watchful.  As  soon  as  you  hear  of  his  being  in  motion  take  after  him 
without  further  orders  with  all  the  force  that  can  be  withdrawn  from 
the  lines,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  him.  You  must  keep  on  hand  three 
days'  rations  and  forage  so  as  to  start  without  delay.  I  have  thought 
it  might  be  advantageous  to  assign  the  dismounts  or  a  portion  of  them 
with  their  proper  brigades.  Why  could  they  not  do  picket  duty  on 
some  portion  of  the  line? — at  Poplar  Spring  Church,  for  instance, 
where  you  think  infantry  might  be  of  service;  they  might  save  the 
horses.  At  all  events,  they  must  be  properly  officered,  instructed,  and 
disciplined.  You  have  to  tight  so  much  on  foot  that  they  would,  if  ad 
vantageously  organized,  add  greatly  to  your  strength. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

11.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


PETERSBURG,  September  3,  1864. 
Governor  Z.  B.  VANCE, 

Raleigh: 

General  Whiting  apprehends  an  attack.     Send  him  all  the  troops 
you  can. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General. 


PETERSBURG,  September  3,  1864. 
General  W.  H.  0.  AVurriNG, 

Wilmington  : 

General  Baker,  at  Goldsborough,  has  been  ordered  to  hold  all  his 
disposable  forces  in  readiness  to  aid  you  should  you  need  them.  Gov 
ernor  Vance  and  General  Holmes  have  been  requested  to  send  you 
such  troops  as  can  be  spared  from  the  reserve. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED, 

General. 


PETERSBURG,  September  3,  1864. 
General  L.  S.  BAKER, 

Goldsborough  : 

Hold  all  your  disposable  forces  in  readiness  to  sustain  General  Whit 
ing,  should  he  call  for  them. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGABD, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )    HDQRS.  DEPT.  OF  N.  C.  AND  SOUTH.  VA., 

No.  83.  \  September  4,  1864. 

I.  Col.  C.  II.  Simonton,  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  is 
relieved  from  duty  with  his  regiment  and  will  report  to  Major- General 
Whiting  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  for  assignment  to  the  command  of  Forts 
Caswell  and  Campbell. 

******* 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  September  5,  1864. 
General  I\.  E.  LEE, 

Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  in  relation  to  the  defense  of  Wilmington  has 
been  received.*  Every  aid  that  1  can  render  with  the  militia  shall  be 
given,  though  I  will  have  arms  for  only  a,  portion  of  them.  A  large 
part  of  those  sent  me  from  Richmond  were  unserviceable,  but  I  am  hav 
ing  them  repaired  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Allow  me  to  make  a  few 
suggestions  touching  the  defense  of  that  important  sea-port.  There 
are  two  regiments  there — the  Thirty-sixth  and  Fortieth  North  Carolina 
Regiments,  Young's  battalion,  numbering  about  2,000  effective  men. 
They  are  well-drilled  and  disciplined,  but  have  never  been  under  lire,  and 
recent  events  at  Mobile  and  elsewhere  have  demonstrated  their  ineffi 
ciency  to  hold  their  own  under  the  tierce  cannonade  of  the  eneiny?s 
fleet.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  policy  of  sending  them  to  the 
tield  and  supplying  their  places  with  veteran  troops.  A  less  number  of 
tried  men,  I  feel  assured,  would  be  far  more  efficient,  though  I  do  not 
wish  the  garrison  lessened,  of  course.  In  case  a  real  attack  should  be 
made  upon  Wilmington  I  earnestly  urge  that  General  Beauregard 
should  bo  sent  there,  and  this  not  only  because  of  the  great  confidence- 
felt  in.  him,  but  also  because  of  the  very  little  reposed  in  General  Whit 
ing.  Since  the  affair  at  Petersburg  the  good  opinion  formed  of  that 
officer  here  by  the  apparent  skill  evident  in  the  construction  of  the 
works  around  Wilmington  has  been  dissipated  to  a  painful  extent. 
General  Beauregard  was  intrusted  with  the  defense  of  Charleston  with 
the  liappiast  results,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  Wilmington  is  now 
of  far  more  importance  to  the  Confederacy.  A  great  portion  of  my 
home  guard  is  now  in  the  tield,  and  will  be  easily  transferred  to  any 
point  when  desired.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  several  hundred  deserters 
have  already  been  apprehended  or  surrendered,  and  I  trust  to  be  able 
to  get  most  of  them  in  without  again  asking  for  regular  soldiers. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

HEADQUARTERS, 

September  10,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  perusal  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 
His  attention  is  invited  to  the  request  of  committing  the  defense  of 
Wilmington  to  General  Beauregard.  General  Beauregard  is  now  at 
Wilmington  examining  into  its  defenses,  armament,  and  garrison.  lie 
has  been  previously  informed  that  it  is  my  desire  to  place  him  in  com 
mand  of  Wilmington  or  Charleston,  whichever  may  be  attacked. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


NEAR  BLACK  WATER,  September  5,  1864. 
[General  HAMPTON:] 

GENERAL:  I  have  just  returned  from  near  City  Point.  The  defenses 
are  as  follows,  viz:  At  Wormley's  Point,  one  mile  northeast  of  City 
Point,  are  1,200  dismounted  cavalry.  One  mile  southwest  of  City 

*  See  August  29,  p.  1206. 
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Point,  and  on  the  railroad,  is  an  immense  hospital  and  ambulance  and 
Avagou  train.  At  the  Old  Court-House,  three  miles  from  the  Point,  is  a 
very  large  pontoon  train.  At  the  old  Frog-Hole  Bridge  is  a  small 
party  getting  out  timber  for  breast-works  and  other  purposes.  At 
Cedar  Level  Station,  three  miles  from  the  Point,  is  an  immense  amount 
of  supplies;  there  is  besides  about  one  regiment  of  infantry  acting  as 
guard.  The  nearest  point  of  picket-line  you  could  strike  is  Colonel 
Green's  farm,  on  the  stage  road;  or,  rather,  the  line  is  half  a  mile  this 
side  of  Green's,  on  the  stage  road,  running  from  Mount  Sinai  Church 
to  llite's  place,  thus  cutting  off  a  large  bend  in  this  road.  Southeast 
of  the  Court-House,  about  five  miles  from  City  Point,  is  a  small  force  of 
infantry,  about  one  large  regiment  (negroes).  The  stream  this  side  of 
City  Point,  about  three  miles,  is  impassable  below  Frog-Hole  Bridge, 
which  they  could  burn  before  it  could  be  attained.  At  Coggius'  Point 
are  3,000  beeves,  attended  by  120  men  and  30  citizens,  without  arms. 
At  Sycamore  Church  is  one  regiment  of  cavalry  (First  District  of  Co 
lumbia),  about  250.  This  is  the  nearest  point  of  the  picket-line  to  Cog- 
gins'  Point,  about  two  miles.  Sycamore  Church  is  eight  miles  from 
Hines'  Bridge,  on  the  Black  water;  nines'  Bridge,  three  miles  from 
Gee's  Bridge,  on  Warwick  Swamp,  and  five  miles  from  Gee's  residence. 
Enemy's  cavalry  are  north  west  of  the  Court-House.  The  greatest  dan 
ger,  I  think,  would  be  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road  in  returning.  The 
enemy  are  constructing  a  railroad  from  the  City  Point  railroad  to  the 
Fifth  Corps;  it  intersects  the  City  Point  road  about  six  miles  from 
City  Point  at  a  place  called  Jordan's.  It  is  near  this  place  they  have 
their  large  mortar,  which  was  firing  last  night;  it  is  very  large,  placed 
on  car  wheels,  and  seems  to  be  moved  as  the  road  progresses,  which  is 
fast.  The  Tenth  Corps  is  on  the  right  (this  side  Appomattox);  Ninth, 
center;  Fifth,  next;  Second  on  extreme  left.  I  hear  that  they  have  a 
Fifteenth  [Eighteenth]  Corps,  commanded  by  Ord.  From  best  infor 
mation  Birney  commands  the  Tenth  Corps.  This  Fifteenth  [Eight 
eenth]  and  Tenth  Corps  are  on  the  other  side  of  Appomattox.  Butler 
has  just  returned  (yesterday)  from  convention,  it  is  thought  more 
cavalry  is  about  returning.  Colonel  Spear  is  under  arrest  for  drunk 
enness,  I  understand;  Stratton  in  command. 
Your  obedient  scout, 

SHADE  UKNE. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  J,  1S64. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding,  '\Yilmmyton,  X.  C.  : 

GENERAL:  The  success  of  the  enemy  in  closing  the  port  of  Mobile 
will  very  probably  encourage  them  to  make  efforts  on  Wilmington. 
From  extracts  in  the  Northern  papers  I  perceive  that  the  attention  of 
that  Government  is  being  earnestly  urged  to  the  importance  of  this 
port  and  to  the  duty  of  assailing  it.  You  arc  fully  aware  of  its  great 
value  to  the  Confederacy,  and  1  need  scarcely  add  any  reason  to  stim 
ulate  your  habitual  vigilance  to  discover  and  guard  against  the  approach 
of  the  enemy. 

On  one  point  alone  I  wish  to  invite  your  earnest  and  special  attention. 
Experience  at  Mobile,  as  well  as  at  New  Orleans  and  at  other  points, 
shows  the  danger  of  relying  for  the  defense  of  forts  on  troops  but  little 
tried  in  war,  and  officers  not  thoroughly  tested  in  their  constancy, 
familiarity  with  danger,  and  invincible  courage.  I  wish,  therefore, 
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that  you  would  scrutinize  closely  the  composition  of  the  forces  holding 
the  torts,  and  the  character  and  qualities,  as  evinced  by  past  services, 
of  the  officers  in  command,  and  make  sure  that  you  have  in  both  material 
thoroughly  reliable. 

I  will  mention,  in  contidence,  that  one  officer.  Col.  E.  W.  Jones,  who 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  who  once  com 
manded  :it  Fort  ( 'arroll,  and  who  is  stated  to  be  now  holding  an  impor 
tant  command  in  one  of  your  forts,  has  been  mentioned  to  me  by  high 
ollicial  authority  as  not  thoroughly  reliable  for  courage  and  constancy. 
This  was  the  only  specification,  but.  in  general  terms,  it  was  said  that 
there  were  others  whom  it  would  be  judicious  to  change. 

To  another  subject  I  wish  to  invoke  your  attention.  You  are  aware 
of  the  great  importance  of  continued  trade  from  the  port,  and  of  the 
interruptions  to  which  it  is  now  being  subjected  by  the  quarantine 
regulations.  \Voulditnot  be  possible  to  induce  relaxation  or  modifi 
cation  by  the  State  officers  of  the  stringent  regulations  as  to  time  and 
lading?  The  season  is  now  so  advanced  that  there  is  scarcely  a  possi 
bility  of  the  introduction  of  yellow  fever  into  the  city,  and  when  no 
disease  appears  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship,  surely,  by  due  fumigation 
and  proper  precautionary  measures,  adequate  security  could  be  afforded 
to  allow  ships  to  come  up,  unload,  and  be  dispatched  without  the  vex 
atious  delays  at  present  imposed.  I  wish  you  would  urge  these  con 
siderations  strongly  on  the  State  Commissioners,  and  use  your  utmost 
influence  to  remove  the  impediments  which  at  this  critical  time  are 
operating  seriously  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Government. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


XEAR  PETERsnrTu;,  VA..  September  7,  iw;.f — in  p.  m. 
Major-General  WIIITINO, 

Commanding  lieneral,  Wilmington,  T.  C.  : 

I  leave  in  morning  with  Colonel  Waddy,  Captain  Chisolm,  and  Doc 
tor  Choppiu.  who  intend  to  stop  with  their  friends.  1  accept  with 
pleasure  your  invitation. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


HEADQUARTERS  POST  OF  RICHMOND, 

September  .s,  186-1. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  (iciicrnl  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report*  of  the  inspection  of 
the  First  Battalion  Virginia  Reserves,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Col 
onel  Duke,  and  also  a  list*  of  the  various  detached  guards  at  posts 
about  the  city.  Colonel  Duke's  battalion  is  stationed  on  Belle  Isle 
guarding  Federal  prisoners.  It  has  been  occasionally  necessary  to  ap 
ply  through  General  Kemperto  Colonel  Moore,  commanding  Rendezvous 
of  Reserves,  Richmond,  for  additional  men;  as  Colonel  Duke's  command 
was  not  strong  enough  to  furnish  the  requisite  number  and  give  proper 
relief  to  the  sentinels,  upon  application,  General  Ewell  has  strength- 

*Not  Ibimd. 
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ened  the  force  there  (Belle  Isle)  by  a  detachment  of  200  men  from  the 
heavy  artillery  battalions  of  the  Richmond  defenses.  You  will  observe 
from  the  report  that  rive-eighths  of  Colonel  Duke's  battalion  are  ab 
sent  without  my  knowledge.  1  do  not  question  the  right  of  the  gen 
eral  commanding'  the  reserves  to  give  such  leaves  under  paragraph 
XIV  of  General  Orders,  No.  57,  but  it  is  an  inconvenience  to  be  unable 
to  estimate  what  may  be  the  strength  of  the  command  upon  any  given 
day  in  the  future,  not  knowing' to  what  extent  it  may  be  in  this  way 
depleted.  This  battalion  was  ordered  to  the  city  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  Sixtieth  Alabama  Regiment.  The  latter  had  been  ordered  here, 
before  my  arrival,  in  place  of  the  Twenty-fifth  or  City  Battalion,  as  it  was 
called.  The  Sixtieth  Alabama  was  ordered  by  General  Ewell  to  report 
to  General  Hampton  at  the  time  of  the  Sheridan  raid.  Upon  my  ap 
plication  for  a  force,  the  city  then  being-  entirely  destitute  of  Confeder 
ate  troops,  this  battalion  of  reserves  was  verbally  ordered  to  Richmond 
by  General  Heth  or  General  G.  W.  C.  Lee  for  duty  during  what  I  then 
thought  was  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Sixtieth  Alabama. 
'  To  judge  by  the  inclosed  report  Colonel  Duke's  battalion,  in  a  strict 
sense,  is  not  a  part  of  the  command  of  the  post  commandant.  Of  Col 
onel  Moore  I  have  no  official  knowledge.  I  believe  he  has  been  as 
signed  to  the  command  of  the  troops  (reserves)  from  which,  for  the  most 
part,  the  guards  for  the  city  are  drawn.  He  does  not  report  to  me,  nor 
do  I  in  any  way  exercise  control  over  him.  Guards  are  also  furnished 
from  the  First  and  Nineteenth  Virginia  Militia,  commanded  respec 
tively  by  Colonels  Danforth  and  Evans.  These  regiments  are  also 
portions  of  Colonel  Moore's  command.  I,  therefore,  have  exclusively 
under  my  Command  the  President's  Guards,  consisting  ot  two  officers 
and  thirty-eight  men  (present,  sick,  and  absent),  all  disabled  or  recom 
mended  for  light  duty;  a  detachment  of  one  otlicer,  three  non-commis 
sioned  officers,  and  thirteen  privates  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Virginia 
Battalion  on  duty  at  the  city  mills,  and  sixteen  disabled  soldiers  at 
the  C.  S.  barracks  (Soldiers'  Home),  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Bates, 
and  the  detachment  of  artillery  soldiers  at  Belle  Isle.  For  the  con 
venience  of  furnishing  rations  and  supplies  to  the  latter,  and  to  avoid 
having  two  separate  and  distinct  commands  on  the  island,  1  have 
directed  that  it  be  taken  up  on  Colonel  Duke's  report.  I  suppose  it  is 
necessary  only  to  point  out  this  mixed-up  state  of  things  to  secure  the 
remedy.  To  illustrate  how  impossible  it  is  to  get  along  in  this  way  I 
shall  state  that  a  few  days  since  a  soldier  on  guard  at  the  Libby  Prison 
and  belonging  to  the  command  of  Colonel  Moore  was  arrested  by 
Major  Turner,  the  commandant,  and  charges  were  preferred  against 
him.  Colonel  Moore  recommended  that  the  charges  be  withdrawn, 
giving  no  reason  for  his  recommendation.  I  therefore  forwarded  them, 
with  a  request  that  they  be  tried.  Two  days  after  an  order  was 
received  from  Colonel  Moore  withdrawing  them.  This  was  also  for 
warded.  I  understand  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  decided  that 
General  Kemper  commands  the  reserves  as  a  separate  army.  1  have 
nothing  to  say  to  the  propriety  of  this.  Should  General  Lee  detach 
from  his  army  one  or  more  battalions  for  duty  at  this  post,  during  the 
time  they  were  so  detached  they  would  be  immediately  under  the  com 
mand  of  the  post  commander.  The  same,  I  should  think,  would  obtain 
with  regard  to  the  reserves,  and  is  the  case  at  Danville.  As  it  stands 
now,  I  am  called  the  post  commander,  and  would  be  looked  to  by  the 
Government  for  the  interior  protection  of  the  city  should  the  prisoners 
break  out  or  should  anything  else  occur  requiring  the  exercise  of  mili 
tary  force.  I  cauiiot  consent  to  occupy  this  anomalous  position  longer. 
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It  requires  about  1,250  men  to  do  the  necessary  service  of  the  post, 
supplying-  an  the  guards  and  giving  proper  reliefs  to  the  soldiers.  This 
will  appear  as  follows: 

Guard  posts  in  city 81 

Privates  to  each  post 3 


243 

Men  to  be  on  duty  every  third  day 3 


Privates  required 729 

On  Belle  Isle,  privates  per  day 150 

3 


Relief  every  third  day. 


Total 1,  179 

Then  there  should  be  a  small  margin  for  sick,  supernumeraries,  and 
guards  to  send  away  in  charge  of  prisoners  when  moved  and  Yankee 
deserters  going  to  the  lines  of  the  enemy  under  General  Orders,  No.  05. 
This  would  make  the  1,250  or  l,o()0.  It  is  possible  to  make  men  do 
guard  duty  every  other  day;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
reserves  are  composed  mostly  of  old  and  in  many  cases  intirm  men.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  two  or  more  battalions  of  reserves  or 
other  troops  be  assigned  especially  to  this  duty  and  placed  immedi 
ately  under  the  orders  of  the  post  commander.  General  Winder  had 
two  battalions  of  regular  troops,  amounting  in  numbers  to  my  estimate 
above.  If  my  suggestions  are  accepted,  the  guards  can  then  be  told 
off  at  regular  brigade  guard  mounting  and  posted  by  the  proper  officer. 

I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  my  relations  with  General  Kemper  and 
Colonel  Moore  are  of  the  most  agreeable  character.  I  find  them  most 
cautious  and  disposed  to  give  me  what  assistance  they  can  and  to  act  in 
harmony  with  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

\V.  M.  GARDNER, 

Brigadier- General. 

[First  indorsement.  1 

HEADQUARTERS  POST  OF  RICHMOND, 

October  24,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  for  his 
information. 

Condition  of  guard  service  represented  in  letter  of  8th  of  September 
somewhat  changed  but  not  improved.  Colonel  Duke's  battalion  re 
moved:  no  force  to  supply  its  place.  There  [are]  upward  of  2,000  pris 
oners  of  war  now  in  the  city;  these  cannot  be  sent  south  at  present. 
I  do  not  see,  under  the  present  arrangements,  any  use  of  a  post  com 
mandant,  except  to  lodge  complaints  against  when  prisoners  escape  on 
their  transit  south  or  in  the  city.  The  necessity  of  furnishing  a  proper 
garrison  for  the  city  and  the  possibility  of  doing  it  is  for  my  superiors 
to  decide. 

W.  M.  GARDNER, 

Brigadier-  Genera  L 

[Second  indorsement.] 

NOVEMBER  2,  18G4. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  recom 
mendation  that  Brigadier-General  Gardner  be  at  once  assigned  to  duty 
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as  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  and  Lieiitenant-General  E\vell  be 
charged  with  the  command  of  the  post  of  Richmond,  superadded  to  his 
other  duties  as  commander  of  the  defenses  of  Richmond.  The  two 
duties,  in  my  judgment,  are  intimately  connected,  and  will,  if  thus 
united,  prevent  the  clashing  of  authority  which  is  herein  represented. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

NOVEMBER  4,  ISO 4. 

Recommendation  approved,  except  that  General  Winder  be  ordered 
to  general  charge  of  prisoners. 

J.  A.  S[EDDONj, 

Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  September  ,s\  186 L 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SIR:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant.  The  subject  is  matter 
to  me  of  constant  anxiety,  and  I  have  so  often  called  the  attention  of 
the  Department  to  the  points  on  which  you  touch  that  I  fear  I  am  con 
sidered  as  importunate  or  needlessly  apprehensive.  The  troops  that 
are  here  have  never  been  in  action  in  the  war.  They  are  far  too  few 
for  the  garrisons  of  the  forts,  and  ought  at  all  times  to  be  supported  by 
veteran  infantry,  both  to  make  the  defense  effectual  and  to  permit  them, 
as  heavy  artillery,  to  attend  to  their  guns  and  drill.  There  are  no 
infantry  supports  at  all  here,  and  the  small  garrison  has  to  perform 
constant  outpost  and  picket  duty,  to  the  material  deterioration  as  prac 
tised  artillerists.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  development  and 
extent  of  the  defenses  here  has  been  very  greatly  increased,  I  should 
say  trebled,  since  I  assumed  command,  yet  there  has  been  no  in 
crease  of  force  at  all  to  defend  it.  The  permanent  garrison  of  Fort 
Fisher  should  be  2,200  men;  of  Bald  Head,  the  same;  of  Caswell  and 
Campbell,  800  each.  You  will  see  what  I  have  by  the  copy  of  a  letter 
to  General  Eeauregard,  which  I  send  you.*  I  agree  with  you,  that  only 
upon  troops  and  officers  thoroughly  tested  in  their  constancy,  familiar 
ity  with  danger,  and  -invincible  courage,  can  reliance  be  placed.  Can 
you  give  me  such  ?  The  warning  of  Mobile  is  before  us.  There  is  no 
place  in  the  country  now  more  important  than  this;  there  is  no  place 
now  more  liable  to  surprise,  and  yet  the  force  here  is  now  less  than  it 
ever  has  been  during  the  war.  When  Foster's  expedition  was  being 
fitted  out  for  this  place,  at  Beaufort,  and  which  was  afterward  directed 
to  Charleston  by  the  attack  of  Flag-Officer  lugrahain  on  the  enemy's 
fleet,  it  was  not  thought  sufficient  to  send  me  8,000  veteran  troops  to  aid 
the  garrisons  as  a  supporting  force.  At  the  present  time,  and  warned  of 
the  danger,  I  have  nothing  but  a  few  hundred  boys  and  old  men,  utterly 
inefficient  and  unreliable,  as  experience  has  shown,  and  totally  inade 
quate.  It  has  now  been  three  weeks  since  the  Senior  Reserves  have 
been  summoned  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington,  and  in  that  time  324 
have  arrived,  destitute  of  everything.  The  whole  system  of  defense 
here  has  been  placed  and  predicated  on  the  presence  of  an  army  corps 

*  See  p.  1212. 
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as  a  support.  This  lias  been  urged  and  demonstrated  in  repeated 
memoirs  on  the  subject.  Indeed,  no  other  system  is  practicable,  and 
without  ifc  the  position  would  be  no  more  tenable  than  the  Richmond 
defenses  without  the  support  of  the  army  of  General  Lee. 

I  have  felt  this  matter  very  deeply  and  given  my  most  constant 
efforts  to  make,  the  most  of  my  means.  I  have  refrained  of  late  from 
addressing  most  urgent  appeals  to  the  Department,  because  General 
Lee  deprecated  my  doing  so,  lest  my  opinion,  getting  abroad,  might  tend 
to  discouragement.  You  tell  me  to  scrutinize  closely  the  composition 
of  the  forces  holding  the  forts  and  the  character  and  qualities  of  the 
officers,  and  to  make  sure  that  1  have  in  both  material  thoroughly 
reliable.  As  I  have  said,  these  troops  have  not  been  in  battle.  I  can 
only  add  they  are  at  present  unsupported.  I  believe  they  will  do  well; 
but  you  know  what  is  acceded.  Colonel  Lamb,  the  commandant  of 
Fort  Fisher,  is  a  most  excellent  and  vigilant  officer,  full  of  skill  and 
courage.  I  have  every  confidence  in  him.  Is  there  not  some  mistake 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  officer  of  whom  you  speak  in  your  letter"?  You 
give  the  initials  as  E.  VV.  The  officer  here  is  T.  M.,  in  whom  I  have 
entire  confidence.  As  for  the  Senior  and  Junior  Reserves  I  think  they 
would  rather  interfere  with  than  aid."  The  little  boys  are  prostrate  with 
all  the  diseases  of  children  and  too  weak  to  bear  arms.  Their  officers, 
made  by  election,  are  entirely  ignorant.  These  are  the  facts,  and  to 
you  I  see  no  use  in  disguising  them.  It  may  well  be  imagined  that 
personally  I  shall  leave  no  effort  untried,  knowing  that  if  I  lose 
this  place,  whether  with  troops  or  without  them,  1  myself  am  lost. 
The  matter  of  the  quarantine  is  important,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  carry 
out  your  wishes  and  procure  some  relaxation  of  the  regulations,  as  I 
have  labored  to  do  heretofore.  The  fever  is  represented,  however,  as 
very  bad  in  Bermuda  and  Xassan,  and  the  very  name  of  it  is  terrible 
to  this  community.  As  the  question  of  the  defense  of  Wilmington  may 
shortly  become  interesting,  I  beg  to  refer  to  my  correspondence  on  this 
subject,  both  as  to  the  mode  of  attack,  probable  lines  and  disposition, 
and  of  forces  required. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  214.  }  Richmond,  September  V,  1864. 

#*##*** 

L.  Paragraph  XXXVII,  Special  Orders.  Xo.  200,  current  series,  is 
amended  so  as  to  read:  Maj.  1.  JI.  Carrington,  provost-marshal  of  Rich 
mond,  Va.,  will  take  charge  of  all  deserters  from  the  enemy,  under  Gen 
eral  Orders,  Xo.  G.~>,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current 
series,  and  will  forward  such  of  them  as  he  may  designate,  or  such  as 
may  desire  to  go,  to  Abingdou,  Va.,  thence  to  be  sent  to  Kentucky  and 
Ohio. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

September  9,  1S6-1. 
Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON. 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  9  p.  in.  yesterday.  The 
only  difficulty  of  importance  I  see  to  your  project  is  your  return.  I  am 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  country  to  say  how  that  can  be 
effected  if  embarrassed  with  cattle  or  wagons.  That  you  must  see  to 
and  have  well  arranged,  taking  such  a  circuit  as  to  give  ample  space 
for  your  flank  pickets  to  notify  you  of  danger.  Gregg  is  said  to  be 
near  the  Weldon  railroad.  His  exact  position  should  be  ascertained 
and  the  troops  left  upon  your  present  line  should  close  upon  him  and 
watch  him  closely.  1  can  move  two  brigades  of  infantry  down  the 
plank  road  behind  Bearing.  Let  your  movement  depend  upon  the 
report  of  your  scouts,  and  let  me  know  your  route,  &c.  Should  time 
permit,  a  personal  conference  would  be  more  satisfactory. 
Very  truly, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Petersburg.  /September  K>,  186-L 
[Governor  VANCE:] 

GOVERNOR:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  has  been  received.  I  am 
much  gratified  at  your  readiness  and  ability  to  render  all  the  aid  ill  your 
power  in  the  defense  of  Wilmington.  Of  the  former  I  never  doubted,  and 
think  by  combining  all  the  forces  of  the  Confederate  and  State  Govern 
ments  the  security  of  the  city  may  be  insured.  Your  suggestions  touch 
ing  its  defense  have  been  in  a  measure  anticipated.  General  Beauregard 
is  now  there  with  a  view  of  examining  into  its  defenses,  armament,  and 
garrison.  One  of  the  objects  of  his  visit  is  to  see  whether  a  portion  of 
the  latter  cannot  be  replaced  by  troops  of  experience,  &c.  It  is  uncer 
tain,  yet  whether  the  enemy  will  attack  Charleston  or  Wilmington,  but 
it  is  my  desire  to  give  to  General  Beauregard  the  defense  of  whichever 
place  may  be  attacked.  I  hope  nothing  may  prevent  his  services  being 
thus  applied.  As  soon  as  I  receive  an  answer  to  my  dispatch  as  to  the 
number  of  arms  you  require  for  your  State  force  I  will  endeavor  to 
furnish  them.  Please  state  to  what  point  they  must  be  sent.  The  pros 
pect  of  peace  and  independence  depends  very  much  upon  the  success 
of  this  campaign.  I  need  not,  therefore,  inform  Your  Excellency  of  the 
importance  of  bringing  and  maintaining  in  the  field  all  our  available 
force.  The  life  and  safety  of  the  people  demand  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  10,  1864. 
General  G.  E.  PICKETT: 

General  Lee  requests  that  the  3-inch  gun  that  was  to  have  been  put 
in  battery  last  night  to  fire  on  the  Yankee  tower  by  Captain  Stuart 
open  fire  on  the  tower  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Engineer. 
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GENERAL  BEAUREGARD'S  HEADQUARTERS, 

September  10,  1864. 
Capt.  W.  I).  STUART, 

C.  IS.  Engineers,  General  PicketVs  Headquarters: 
I  will  be  up  to-morrow  to  arrange  about  the  change  of  guns  Major 
Smith  proposes.     General  Lee  approves  the  plan.    Meet  me  at  Dautz- 
ler's  between  0  and  10  a.  in. 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Abstract  from   field  return  of  the  Army  of  Xorthern    rirtjlnia,  (leneral  llobert  E.  Lee 
commanding,  for  September  10,  1SG4. 


Command. 

Present    for 
duty. 

Aggregate  present. 

a 
§.| 

£.2 

"H 

-  a 
it 

to 

Aggregate  present 
last  return. 

I       J 

o      !      ?5 

First  Armv  Corps  (Anderson): 
Staff.'  

11 
395 

440 

11 
6,  031 
5,638 

11 

11,270 
12,254 

Pickett's  division 

4,  .r,42 
4,046 

6,007 
5,510 

Field's  division 

Kershaw's  division  u,  ..   . 

Total  

846 

8,  588 

11.  680 

23,  535 

11,517 

Second  Army  Corps  (Earlv): 
Staff  

17 
233 
349 
295 
213 
49 

17 
2,919 
4,401 
3,461 
2,  716 
993 

19 
7,771 
16.018 
18.  562 
9.570 
1,377 

17 
2,  832 
4,165 
3,339 
2.512 
979 

Brcckinridge's  division        .                    .         ...         .... 

2,  172 
3.  244 
2,  690 
2,010 

818 

Rodes'  division   ... 

Gordon's  division  

Ramseur's  division  

Carter's  artillery  

Total  

1.  156 

10,  934 

14,  507 

53.  317 

13,844 

Third  Army  Corps  (Hill)  : 
Staff  

1C 
354 
360 
389 
14 

1,133 

16 
5,  431 
5.  951 
5,609 
175 

17 
15,444 
15,258 
14.  157 
266 

15 
5,273 
5,876 
5,281 
178 

Heth's  division 

4.159 

4,120 
4,211 
145 

Mahone's  division  

Wilcox's  division 

Fifth  Alabama  Battalion 

Total  

12,635 

17.  182 

45,  142 

16,  623 

Cavalry  Corps  (Hampton)  : 
Staff  

12      

12 
3,895 

12 
10,  035 

Hampton's  division  

106       2,  736 

3,758 

W.  H.  F.  Lee's  division             

151 
390 
16 

88 

2,545 
3,215 
225 
1.430 

3,  257 
4.142 
269 
1,  820 

6,  399 
6,380 
391 
2,538 

3,163 
3,967 
314 
1.778 

Lomax's  division  

Horse  Artillery  

Total  

863 

10,  151 

1.1,  395 

25,  755 

12,980 

Artillery  Corps  (Pendleton)  : 
Staff    . 

4 

74 
103 

17 
55 

10 
1,463 
1,820 
289 
904 

14 
1,744 
2,  337 
376 
1,138 

19 
2.  470 
3,  389 
564 
1,629 

Artillery  First  Corps..                                      

1,761 
2,  347 
366 

Artillery  Third  Corps....          .                     

Hardaway's  battalion.  Second  Corps                

Department  of  North  Carolina  and  Southern  Vir 
ginia. 

Total 

Grand  total. 


253  i     4,486  i     5,609 


8.071  I       4,474 


4,  251  ,  46.  794     62,  373  i     155,  820  I     59,  438 


a  No  report. 


I  Detached. 
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Slrenath  of  Hie  force*  of  infantry  and  artillery  stationed  near  Petersburg,  Fa.,  General 
G.  T.  licauregard  commandiny,  September  1U,  1804,  as  shown  by  inspection  reports. 


Troops. 

Aggregate     . 
i     present 
for  duty. 

..To-rnto   Aggregate      Present.        ]M           f 
present      effective  for     .   !'(,   f  o/ 
nt"      and  absent,     the  Held.    ,    art    lt;I>' 

Johnson's  division  (Johnson)  : 
Stiilf                                                             -.                      4 

4  :                 r>    

(iracie's  (Alabama)  brigade  (Gracie).              I.OtjH  ; 
Hansom's  (North  Carolina)  brigade              1.722 
(McAfee). 
Elliott's    (South    Carolina)   brigade                  854 
(McMaster). 
Wise's  (Virginia)  brigade  (Goode)  ..                 701 

1  485  i             °  940  .             1  (17"'  ' 

1   533               3,021                    815 

1   182              2  893                  832  i 

Total                     

4.319  : 

0.470              12,585               4,294    

Hoke's  division  (Iloke)  : 
Start' 

18 

18                     21                      18  !     

Cliugman's  brigade  (( 
Martin's  brigade  (Zac 
Colquitt's  brigade  (C 
Hagood's  brigade  (Ha 

Total 

'lingmau)  824 
lirv)                             1  170 

1   r>o              3  021               1.  121  ;  

1  <;:)()               2  808               1.  030  !       

)l(jnitt)                            1  459 

1  787               "  8''G               1.  45!»             

good)  820 

1  310  •             3  88  i                1.  310  ••  

4  297 

5  805  i           12  500  <             5.538    

Artillery  (Jones)  : 
Stall' 

5 

r  \                     .                        -  . 

290  1 

33!)                   487                    296                        10 
340  i                 504                    301                        14 
L'47                    391                    206                        11 
1U3                   248                    159                         8 

Moseley's  battalion  l> 

301  i 

200  ! 

!                 109  i 

Total  

;            907 

1.  130  |             1,055                   907                       4!) 

9  013  i 

13.471              20,780              10.799                       49 

a  Comprises  Blonnt's.  Macon's.  Marshall's,  and  Sullivan's  companies. 
b  Comprises  Cuuimint; V  Miller's,  Slaten's.  and  Young's  companies, 
c  Comprises  Bradford  s.  Pegrum'a,  and  Wright's  companies. 
d  Comprises  Martin's  and  Sturdivaut's  companies. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  First  Military  District,  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina  and 
Southern  !"trf/inia,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  J.   ll'ise  cumnmiidiny,  for  September  10,  1804. 


Command. 

Present  for 
duty. 

?  " 
2 

53 

1) 

3, 

r3 
^0 

:; 

:t 
c« 

< 

BQ 
S  ~ 

^1 

| 

•3 

'—  &" 

'*>^< 

5 

rn 

Prisoners 
of  war. 

i- 

z> 
a      :        - 

'J3                t 

o    ;     ~, 

7J 

a                  4) 

5       % 

Staff  

4              10 

10 

14 

15    

25           413 

9               32 
13              l')8 

430 

35 
"U(i 

496 
50 

223 

044 
73 
296 

10           71 

11              135 
19            324 
23  :         202 
12              58 
11            135 

170 
350 
295 
04 
144 

199 
388 
342 
105 
171 

378 
-JS8 
41!) 
320 

28  1 
107 
49 
28S 

3 

Do 

Do 



Do 



Do 



Hobson's  company  second-class  militia.. 

4              35 
11            107 

172 

47 
200 

1  |           0 

Total  infantry  

1  

138  !     1,759 

1,'JIO 

2.  221   ,     3.  900 

.    11            80 

I    ;             38 
3  |            28 

41 

30 

47 
34 

48 
131 

5 

Total  lii'lit  urtillurv  .. 

4  1           00 

71 

81            179 
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Abstract  from   return  of  the  First  Military  District,  Department  of  Xorlh  Carolina  and 
Southern   Virginia,  c)'-c. — Continued. 
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Detachment  34tli  Virginia  Infantry                    3 

84          no 
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(> 

Detachment  lOtli  North  Carolina  Artil-           4 
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Grand  total  159 

2,  149 

2,342 

2,684 

4,581 

5         12         103 

Extract  from  morniiuj  report  of  l'oayue?ti  artillery  battalion,  September  10,  1864. 


Present. 

Absent  sick. 

i 

Battery. 

»          °  — 

•    <6     I     c-2 

K        33 

g 

45         19         77 
29  '      :!5        74 
44  :       18         84 
28           9         55 
37         30         78 

19 

27 
17 
20 
14 

Williams'  batterv                                                          -   .                      1  '           9 

Utterback's  batten'                                                                  -                  2  i          10 

Penick's  battery  .  '.  3  '           8 

Total       10             ;;7 

183  ,     111  :     368 

97 

PETERSBURG,  September  11,  1864. 
General  G.  T.  BEAURHGARD, 

Wilmington  : 

About  2  a.  in.  yesterday  enemy  broke  this  line  m  front  of  Hill's  corps. 
It  was  soon  restored.  Slight  casualties  in  Hoke's  and  Johnson's  [divis 
ions!.  Three  killed  and  10  wounded. 

GEOKGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  12, 1864. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond  : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  General  Kemper,  in  a  recent 
letter  as  to  the  available  strength  of  the  reserve  force  of  Virginia, 
mentions  that  numerous  details  are  being  made  from  that  class  of 
clerks,  guards,  agents,  employes,  and  laborers  in  the  quartermaster's, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  and  ordnance  departments.  If  these  details 
relieve  able-bodied  men  for  field  service,  I  think  the  substitution  very 
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desirable,  but  if  they  only  increase  the  number  of  men  now  employed 
by  those  departments  it  should  by  all  means  be  forbidden.  T  respect 
fully  ask  that  yon  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  on  the  subject,  and  if 
the  case  be  as  I  suppose  prohibit  the  continuance  of  the  system.  1 
would  also  ask  that  where  such  additional  details  have  been  made 
they  be  revoked,  or  that  some  able-bodied  men  in  the  office  where  they 
exist  be  sent  to  the  army  in  lieu  of  the  detailed  reserve,  if  the  latter  is 
competent  to  perform  the  office  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1{.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Indorsement.! 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1864. 

Noted.  The  details  referred  to  are  intended  to  substitute  able  bodied 
men  and  are  in  conformity  with  the  law  directing  details  to  be  made 
preferably  from  the  infirm  and  reserve  classes.  Instructions  have  been 
given  and  will  be  renewed  in  consonance  with  General  Lee's  views. 

J.  A.  S[EDDOK], 

Secretary. 


WILMINGTON,  September  IX,  1864. 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Everything  here  is  in  as  good  condition  as  means  and  circumstances 
will  permit.  Practical  artillerists  and  proper  infantry  supports  are 
most  needed  at  present.  I  will  leave  here  on  Wednesday  on  my  return 
to  Petersburg,  via  Danville. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAKD. 

[Indorsement.] 

Kespectfully  referred  to  General  Bragg. 

JOHN  W.  K1BLY, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG,  September  12,  1864. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  : 
Unusual  quiet.     Yesterday  3  killed  and  2  wounded  in  the  trenches. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  HAMPTON'S  CAVALRY  CORPS, 

September  13,  1864. 
Maj.  H.  B.  MCCLELLAN, 

Assistant  A djutant- General : 

MAJOR:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  commanding 
general.  1  have  the  honor  to  apply  for  the  detail  of  forty  men  and  two 
.commissioned  officers  from  General  Butler's  division  and  the  same  from 


CHAP.  LIV.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1247 

General  William  Lee's  division.  This  detachment  will  be  furnished  by 
me  with  the  necessary  tools,  they  will  be  armed  with  pistols  only,  and 
will  serve  during  the  contemplated  movement  of  the  cavalry  as  a 
mounted  engineer  troop,  under  my  direction.  1  would  designate  Lieu 
tenant  Johnson,  Company  A,  Fourth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  and 
Lieutenant  Banskett.  Sixth  South  Carol  in  a  Regiment,  as  suitable  officers 
to  take  charge  of  the  detail  from  General  Butler's  division.  This  detail 
will  be  furnished  with  tools  as  soon  as  it  reports  to  me  at  these  head 
quarters.  The  detail  from  General  William  Lee's  division  will  report 
at  General  William  Lee's  headquarters  to  Lieut.  F.  Robertson,  engineer 
officer,  to  whom  1  will  forward  instructions  to  furnish  tools,  &c. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  LANNEAU, 
Lieutenant  and  Engineer  Officer^  Hampton's  Corps. 

N.  B. — It  is  desirable  that  the  details  should  be  made  up  as  far  as 
practicable  of  men  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  ax. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  210.  )  Richmond,  September  15,  1864. 

I.  The  several  assistant  quartermasters  now  on  duty  with  regiments 
or  battalions  of  infantry  belonging  to  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Corps,  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  are  relieved  from  duty  with 
their  respective  commands,  as  contemplated  in  the  second  sectio  :  of 
the  Act  of  Congress  approved  June  14,  1804  (No.  14,  General  Orders, 
No.  53,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  current  series),  and 
the  following-named  officers  now  serving  with  said  army  are  re  assigned 
to  duty  as  hereinafter  indicated : 

Army  headquarters:  Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  Corley,  chief  quartermaster, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia ;  Ma).  A.  L.  Land,  assistant  to  chief  quarter 
master.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Maj.  John  A.  Harman,  forage 
quartermaster,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia ;  Capt.  A.  M.  Garber,  assist 
ant  quartermaster,  assistant  to  forage  quartermaster,  Army  of  North 
ern  Virginia:  Capts.  John  M.Allen,  John  Glaize,  It.  S.  Bell,  assistants 
to  forage  quartermaster,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Maj.  E.  H.  Jan- 
ney.  issuing  quartermaster,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Capt.  W.  M. 
Gary,  assistant  to  issuing  quartermaster,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia; 
Capt.  G.  W.  Shell,  in  charge  of  army  supply  train;  Capt.  W.  C.  Mar 
row,  paymaster;  Capt.  S.  M.  Somers,  in  charge  of  army  ordnance  train: 
Capt.  J.  T.  Bernard,  in  charge  of  army  ambulance  train;  Capts.  George 
S.  Thompson,  AV.  F.  Thomas,  depot  quartermasters. 

Cavalry  headquarters:  Maj.  N.  It.  Fitzhugh,  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  M.  Hanger,  in  charge  of  property. 

First  Corps  headquarters:  Maj.  E.  Taylor,  corps  quartermaster; 
Capt.  F.  Potts,  corps  paymaster;  Capts.  J.  C.  Maben,  James  P. 
Phillips,  assistants  to  corps  quartermaster;  Capt.  W.  T.  Meade,  in 
charge  of  ordnance  train;  Capt.  R.  B.  Moon,  Fifty-third  Virginia  Regi 
ment,  medical  and  ambulance  train. 

Pickett's  division  headquarters:  Capt.  A.  W.  AVilliams,  assistant 
quartermaster,  paymaster;  Capt.  J.  II.  Holt,  assistant  to  division  quar 
termaster:  Capt.  David  Meade,  division  commissary  train;  Capt.  T.  P. 
Wallace,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  division  ordnance  train. 

Field's  division  headquarters:  Maj.  II.  C.  Deshields,  division  quarter 
master;  Capt.  J.  W.  McLure,  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  property  quar.- 
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terinaster;  Capt.  T.  V.  Sanford,  Forty-seventh  Virginia  Regiment, 
paymaster;  Capt.  J.  N\  Crockett,  Fifth  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
division  commissary  train ;  Capt.  E.  A.  Wilcox,  Eighth  Georgia  Regi 
ment,  division  ordnance  train. 

Kershaw's  division  headquarters:  Maj.  W.  D.  Peck,  division  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  G.  T.  McGehee,  Twenty-first  Mississippi  Regiment, 
assistant  to  division  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  J.  Villepigue,  Second 
South  Carolina  Regiment,  paymaster;  Capt.  M.  -J.  Atkins,  Fifty-first 
Georgia  Regiment,  division  ordnance  train;  Capt.  Frank  Luinpkin, 
Coblrs  Georgia  Legion,  division  commissary  train. 

Second  Corps  headquarters:  Maj.  John  D.  Rogers,  corps  quarter 
master;  Capt.  A.  Martin,  assistant  quartermaster,  Thirty-third  Vir 
ginia  Regiment,  in  charge  of  stores ;  Capt.  John  Preston,  Thirty-seventh 
Virginia  Regiment,  in  charge  of  ambulance  train;  Capt.  A.  Elhart, 
paymaster. 

Gordon's  division:  Maj.  G.  D.  Mercer,  division  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  D.  Brooks,  assistant  quartermaster.  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment,  assist 
ant  division  quartermaster;  Capt.  C.  White,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Forty-fourth  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  division  quartermaster;  Capt. 
C.  G.  Merritt,  assistant  quartermaster,  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Regiment, 
in  charge  commissary  train ;  Capt.  A.  S.  Stouebreaker,  Second  Virginia 
Regiment,  in  charge  ordnance  train. 

Evans'  brigade:  Maj.  James  Bruce,  brigade  quartermaster:  Capt.  Ker. 
Boyce,  assistant  quartermaster,  Twelfth  Georgia  Battalion,  assistant  to 
brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  \V.  H.  Stiles,  Jr.,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Sixtieth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Terry's  brigade:  Capt.  R.  L.  Francisco,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Fourth  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
G.  P.  Persinger,  assistant  quartermaster.  Twenty-seventh  Virginia 
Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

York's  brigade:  Maj.  Francis  Rawle,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
James  Buckuer,  assistant  quartermaster,  Tenth  Louisiana  Regiment, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  W.  J.  iiughes,  assistant 
quartermaster,  Ninth  Louisiana  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster. 

Rodes' division :  Maj.  X.  M.  Tanner,  division  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  B.  Burwell,  Fifty-third  North  Carolina  Regiment,  assistant  to  divis 
ion  quartermaster;  Capt.  R.  F.  Langdon,  Third  North  Carolina  Regi 
ment,  in  charge  ordnance  train;  Capt.  W.  J.  Neary,  Forty-fourth 
Georgia  Regiment,  in  charge  commissary  train. 

Doles7  brigade:  Maj.  IL  K.  Daniel,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
Howard  Tinsley,  Fourth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  A.  S.  Reid,  Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to 
brigade  quartermaster. 

Cox's  brigade:  Maj.  B.  D.  Williams,  brigade  quartermaster. 

Battle's  brigade:  Maj.  J.  C.  Bryan,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
II.  A.  Ilaralson,  Sixth  Alabama  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster. 

Grimes'  brigade:  Capt.  J.  L.  Frensley,  assistant  quartermaster, 
Thirty-second  North  Carolina,  acting  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  B.  Stafford,  assistant  quartermaster,  Forty-third  North  Carolina, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  ('apt.  Prior  Reynolds,  assistant 
quartermaster,  Forty-fifth  North  Carolina,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster. 

Ramseur's  division:  Maj.  C.  E.  Snodgrass,  division  quartermaster; 
Capt.  V.  E.  Turner,  Twenty-third  North  Carolina,  assistant  to  division 
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quartermaster;  Capt.  W.  G.  McNeely,  Fifty-seventh  North  Caroliiia, 
assistant  to  division  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  11.  Vogler,  Twenty- first 
North  Carolina,  in  charge  commissary  train. 

Johnston's  brigade:  Maj.  \V.  M.  Payne,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
R.  S.  Harris,  assistant  quartermaster,  Twentieth  North  Carolina,  assist 
ant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  S.  Northington,  Twelfth  North 
Carolina,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

L*egram's  brigade:  Maj.  J.  \V.  Bell,  brigade  quartermaster ;  Capt.  J. 
II.  Baughan,  Tliirteenth  Virginia,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  George  M.  Cocliran,  jr.,  Fifty-second  [Virginia],  assistant  to  bri 
gade  (inarterinaster. 

Hoke's  brigade:  Capt.  T.  II.  Brame,  assistant  to  brigade  quarter 
master. 

Third  Corps  headquarters:  Maj.  J.  G.  Field,  corps  quartermaster; 
Capt.  W.  S.  P.  Mayo,  paymaster;  Capt.  John  Lighttbot,  reserve  ord 
nance  train;  Capt.  J.  1).  AVilder,  Twenty-second  North  Carolina  Regi 
ment,  assistant  to  corps  quartermaster;  Capt.  John  White-hard,  Tenth 
Georgia  Battalion,  medical  and  ambulance  train. 

Heth's  division  headquarters:  Capt.  J.  F.  Cage,  in  charge  commis 
sary  train;  Capt.  II.  P.  MeClain,  paymaster,  Seventh  Tennessee  Regi- 
meiit;  Capt.  W.  II.  Brannon,  First  Tennessee  Regiment,  assistant  to 
division  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  J.  Thomas,  Forty-seventh  North  Car 
olina  Regiment,  assistant  to  division  quartermaster. 

Anderson's  division  headquarters:  Maj.  J.  A.  Johnston,  division 
quartermaster;  Capt.  II.  J.  Stone,  paymaster;  ('apt.  J.  L.  Briscoe,  in 
charge  commissary  train;  Capt.  O.  II.  P.  Corprew,  Sixth  Virginia 
Regiment,  assistant  to  division  quartermaster;  Capt.  R.  C.  Osboriie, 
Twelfth  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  to  division  quartermaster. 

Wileox's  division  headquarters:  Maj.  N.  E.  Scales,  division  quarter 
master;  Capt.  R.  M.  Gates,  in  charge  of  commissary  train;  Capt.  C.  1). 
Hill,  Tliirteenth  North  Carolina  Rirles,  paymaster;  Capt.  R.  W.  Gail- 
lard.  Twelfth  South  Carolina  Regiment  [we];  Capt.  J.  M.  Tate,in  charge 
ot  ordnance  train. 

Hunton's  brigade:  Maj.  George  T.  Jones,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  S.  C.  Price,  Nineteenth  Virginia,  assistant  to  brigade  quarter 
master. 

Barton's  brigade:  Maj.  B.  S.  Thompson,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  J.  Compton,  Nineteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade 
quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  T.  Averett,  Thirty-eighth  Virginia  Regiment, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Kemper's  brigade:  Maj.  N.  W.  Crisler,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
R.  C.  Woods,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade 
quartermaster;  Capt.  Cameron  L.  Thompson,  Fifty-second  Georgia, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Corse's  brigade :  Maj.  R.  II.  Turner,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  W. 
C.  N.  Carr,  Fifteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quarter 
master;  Capt.  T.  P.  MeCandlish,  Thirty-second  Virginia  Regiment, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Anderson's  brigade:  Maj.  Josephus  Guthrie,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  R.  K.  Holliday,  Seventh  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade 
quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  W.  Sutlive,  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant 
to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Beuniug's  brigade:  Maj.  W.  E.  Bird,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
A.  C.  Norton,  Twentieth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  H.  W.  Forbes,  Fifteenth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant 
£o  brigade  quartermaster. 
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Law's  brigade:  Maj.  W.  H.  Scruggs,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
Kobert  Lapsley,  Forty-fourth  Alabama,  assistant  to  brigade  quarter 
master;  Capt.  J.  W.  Hudson,  Fourth  Alabama,  assistant  to  brigade 
quartermaster. 

Brattou's  brigade:  Maj.  W.  II.  Quincy,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  L.  Agurs,  Sixth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  W.  L.  Shoup,  Second  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Gregg's  brigade:  Maj.  J.  H.  Littlefield,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
W.  N.  Norwood,  Fifth  Texas  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quarter 
master;  Capt.  J.  A.  Rust,  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  assistant  to 
brigade  quartermaster. 

Wofford's  brigade:  Capt.  A.  S.  Turner,  Twenty-fourth  Georgia  Reg 
iment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Kershaw's  brigade:  Capt.  J.  M.  Henegau,  Eighth  South  Carolina 
Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  T.  W.  Wood 
ward,  Twentieth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster. 

Bryan's  brigade:  Maj.  L.  S.  McGuire,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
W.  H.  Briggs,  Fiftieth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  J.  M.  Ponder,  Fifty-third  Georgia  Regiment,  assist 
ant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Humphreys'  brigade:  Maj.  P.  M.  Doherty,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  Samuel  Frank,  Seventh  Mississippi  Regiment,  assistant  to  bri 
gade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  H.  Turner,  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regi 
ment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Mahone's  brigade:  Capt.  George  J.  Rogers,  Forty-first  Virginia 
Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  A.  E.  Etheridge, 
Sixty-first  Virginia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Perrin's  brigade:  Maj.  J.  G.  Pierce,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
E.  R.  Peabody,  Sixty-fourth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade 
quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  J.  Harris,  Fourteenth  Alabama  Regiment, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Wright's  brigade:  Maj.  R.  L.  McWhorter,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  .J.  L.  Keith,  Twenty- second  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  bri 
gade  quartermaster;  Capt.  G.  W.  Evans,  Forty-eighth  Georgia  Regi 
ment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Finegan's  and  Perry's  brigade:  Maj.  D.  W.  Hinkle,  brigade  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  F.  C.  Sollee,  First  Florida  Regiment,  assistant  to 
brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  H.  Johnson,  Second  Florida  Regi 
ment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Scales'  brigade:  Maj.  A.  H.  Galloway,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  W.  Clarke,  Thirty-fourth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  assistant  to  bri 
gade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  S.  McElroy,  Sixteenth  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Thomas' brigade:  Maj.  R.  T.  Taylor,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  T.  Brown,  Forty-fifth  Georgia  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster. 

Harris'  brigade:  Maj.  H.  J.  Hearsey,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
D.  W.  Ducie,  Sixteenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster ;  Capt.  A.  T.  Owrens,  Nineteenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  assist 
ant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Lane's  brigade:  Maj.  E.  W.  Herndon,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
A.  I).  Cazeaux,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  R.  Sud- 
derth,  Thirty-third  North  Carolina,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 
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McGowan's  brigade:  Maj.  11.  Hammond,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  R.  L.  McCaughrin,  Fourteenth  South  Carolina,  assistant  to  bri 
gade  quartermaster;  Capt.  R.  E.  B.  Hewetson,  First  South  Carolina, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Kirkland's  brigade:  Maj.  (1.  P.  Collins,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
J.  ,T.  Young,  Twenty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  assistant  to  bri 
gade  quartermaster;  Capt.  .John  Gatlin,  Fifty-second  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Cooke's  brigade:  Maj.  E.  M.  Braxton,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
C.  H.  Thomas,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  W.  White, 
Twenty-seventh  North  Carolina  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster. 

Davis'  brigade:  Major  J.  S.  Reid,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  L.  P. 
Cooper,  Forty-second  Mississippi  Regiment,  assistant  to  brigade  quar 
termaster;  Capt.  S.  Owens,  Eleventh  Mississippi  Regiment,  assistant 
to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Archer's  brigade:  Capt.  A.  J.  Allensworth,  Fourteenth  Tennessee, 
assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster;  Ca.pt.  W.  O.  Haggerty,  Thirteenth 
Tennessee,  assistant  to  brigade  quartermaster. 

Walker's  brigade:  Maj.  .1.  D.  Keiley,  jr.,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Maj.  J.  L.  Powers,  Twenty-second  Virginia  Regiment. 

******* 

XVIF.I.  Authority  is  hereby  granted  Maj.  W.  S.  Basinger,  command 
ing,  £c.,  at  Mattoax,  to  impress  100  slaves  from  the  county  of  Amelia, 
Va.,  for  labor  on  the  works  now  in  course  of  construction  at  Flat  Creek 
and  Mattoax  Stations.  In  making  the  impressments  a  care  should  be 
had  that  those  who  have  heretofore  furnished  slaves  should,  as  a  gen 
eral  rule,  be  passed  over,  in  order  that  the  burden  may  fall  on  all  alike. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Aaxixtant  Adjitta nt-  General, 


PETERSBURG,  September  1~>,  IXdd. 

General  J.  A.  WALKER, 

Burkeville: 

The  enemy  seems  to  be  moving.    Instruct  your  commanders  at  bridges 
to  be  on  the  alert. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  (O'd  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


PETERSBURG,  September  15,  1864. 

(Received  at  Stony  Creek.) 

Capt.  A.  B.  WOODRUFF, 

Commanding : 

Be  on  the  alert  and  prepared.     Enemy  is  moving  in  some  direction- 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier- General. 
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SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Xo.  21M).  (  Richmond,  September  16,  1864. 

******* 

XIII.  Col.  II.  C.  Trigg,  of  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
will,  whilst  on  furlough,  collect  the  deserters  and  absentees  without  leave 
from  his  command  and  employ  them  tor  the  dispersion  and  arrest  of 
deserters  and  disaffected  persons  said  to  be  banded  in  his  vicinity,  and 
after  suck  service  to  return  his  men  to  their  command. 

#*#*### 

XVI.  Capt.  .Tames  Boyd,  of  Company  A,  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Vir 
ginia  Volunteers,  will  proceed  to  Northwestern  Virginia,  within  the 
enemy's  lines,  and  recruit  men  to  till  up  his  company,  and  also  bring 
out  any  deserters  and  absentees  to  their  proper  commands,  and  recruit 
for  any  other  companies  in  the  field. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

XXL  Col.  KobertTansill,  Provisional  Ariny,C.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty 
as  inspector-general  in  the  District  of  Wilmington,  Department  of  Forth 
Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  and  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  II.  C. 
Whiting,  commanding,  &c.,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

*  *  ***** 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.   WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  16,  1S64. 
Governor  Z.  B.  VANCE. 

Raleiyh,  X.  ('.: 

Twenty-six  hundred  muskets  have  been  sent  to  you,  and  orders  have 
been  issued  for  400  to  be  sent  from  Salisbury. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  16,  1861. 
J.  L.  MORROW, 

Asst.  Supt.  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  Richmond,  Va.  : 
Movement  of  enemy  yesterday  was  but  a  reconnaissance.     Our  entire 
picket-line  was  re-established.    At  present  no  indications  of  any  move 
toward  your  road. 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  September  16,  1861. 
Col.  GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

COLONEL:  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  for  the  future  it  may  be 
best  to  place  either  Hoke's  division  or  mine  in  reserve  and  permit  our 
whole  line  to  be  occupied  by  one  division  as  at  present.  This  arrange 
ment  will  enable  us  at  all  times  to  bring  a  heavy  force  to  bear  on  any 
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point  that  may  be  assailed,  while,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  one 
division  will  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  line.     1  have  one  regiment  now  in 
reserve  in  rear  of  Colqnitt's  salient.     The  only  addition  which  will  per 
haps  seem  desirable,  will  be  a  reserve  in  rear  of  Elliott's  salieiit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

]Vil)nin(/ton,  X.  C\,  ticplember  1(>,  1864. 
General  GII/JIKR: 

GENERAL  :  You  can  chiefly  aid  me  now  in  increasing  and  maintaining 
a  large  and  constant  supply  of  labor.  My  laboring  force  is  entirely  in 
adequate  for  the  great  demand  upon  it.  I  should  also  like  you  to  push 
forward  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  galvanic  submarine 
batteries  which  ought  to  be  down  complete  now.  I  have  the  insulated 
wire.  This  matter,  however,  is,  I  believe,  in  the  hands  of  the  Navy. "  At 
any  rate  you  can  urge  prompt  action.  But,  especially,  I  hope  you  will 
urge  and  constantly  call  the  attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the 
necessity  of  the  presence  of  a  strong  supporting  force.  This  1  main 
tain  to  be  needed  at  all  times  to  prevent  surprise,  much  more  so  when 
it  is  supposed  the  enemy  rneaii  to  attack.  The  whole  system  of  defense 
adopted  here  is  predicated  entirely  on  the  presence  of  a  movable  force 
or  army  corps.  The  enemy  have  too  many  lines  of  attack  open  to 
make  self-sustaining  forts  of  much  avail.  The  different  routes  or  lines 
of  attack  he  may  probably  adopt  have  all  been  discussed  and  repre 
sented  to  the  War  Department.  Those  to  which  you  call  attention  are 
those  which  especially  demonstrate  the  absolute  need  of  infantry  sup 
port.  It  will  not  be  enough  to  be  sure  that  Caswell  or  Fisher  or  Smith's 
Island  are  secure  against  a  sudden  dash  or  the  passage  of  the  enemy's 
tleets.  The  enemy  must  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  lodgment.  At 
Piney  Point  1  prefer  to  establish  lines  and  station  a  brigade  to  putting 
up  a  fort,  which  could  readily  be  turned,  and  for  which  I  have  neither 
the  guns  nor  crew.  The  presence  of  a  strong  force  there  would  make 
land  operations  against  Fort  Caswell  very  hazardous  for  the  enemy. 
But  the  force  is  necessary.  At  present  1  have  but  000  men  on  the 
whole  of  Oak  Island,  yet  the  garrison  of  Campbell  and  Caswell  should 
be  800  each,  besides  the  brigade  required  for  support  at  Piney  Point. 
So  on  Smith's  Island  the  force  should  be  increased  to  2,500,  at  Fort 
Fisher  to  2,200.  The  proper  disposition,  then,  of  the  supporting  army 
would  be  a  brigade  at  the  head  of  the  sound,  occupying  the  strong  posi 
tion  from  Gatlin's  battery  across  to  the  Sugar  Loaf;  a  brigade  at  Smith- 
ville  or  Piney  Point,  and  three  brigades,  the  main  body  or  reserve,  on 
the  sound  between  Wrightsville  and  Whisky  Creek.  By  waiting  until 
after  the  enemy  has  chosen  his  point  of  attack  and  made  good  his  foot 
hold,  great  disaster  may  occur;  much  hard  work  and  more  men  are 
certain  to  be  needed. 

In  these  views  and  the  system  of  defense  General  Beauregard  agrees. 
The  only  difficulty  in  the  pressure  upon  us  is  everywhere  for  men.  It 
is  for  the  Department  to  weigh  the  relative  importance  of  different 
positions.  One  thing  I  beg  leave  to  urge:  Let  not  this  defense  be 
intrusted  to  reserves  at  all.  One  veteran  soldier  will  be  worth  a  half 
dozen.  If  it  is  considered  essential  to  save  this  place,  on  all  accounts 
let  old  regiments  come  here.  The  defenders  here  must  go  through  an 
ordeal  that  only  old  soldiers  can  stand,  and  it  must  be  remembered 
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that  the  garrisons  here  have  never  been  in  action.  The  re-en forceinents 
or  supporting  corps  ought  surely  to  be  soldiers.  I  beg  you  will  urge 
these  considerations.  I  have  written  so  much  and  called  attention  so 
frequently  to  the  defense  of  this  place,  its  wants  and  difficulties,  that 
I  fear  my  views  are  not  considered,  or  regarded  as  those  of  an  alarm 
ist.  Considerations  from  an  independent  source  may  meet  with  more 
attention.  However  that  may  be,  they  are  correct,  and  time  will  show  it. 
With  regard  to  the  two  lines  of  attack  you  present,  the  line  by 
Lockwood's  Folly  and  Oak  Island  makes  an  increased  force  here  indis 
pensable,  and  it  should  be  ready  to  operate  before  the'  landing  is 
effected.  Manifestly,  the  garrisons  of  Caswell  and  Campbell,  even  if 
they  were  sufficiently  strong,  could  not  be  taken  away  to  operate 
against  their  advance.  On  Smith's  Island  the  lines  are  very  strong, 
but  the  force  is  entirely  inadequate  to  so  extensive  a  position.  I  regard 
it  as  the  key  of  the  harbor.  It  shall  be  re-enforced  at  once.  For  the 
sound,  the  northerly  attack,  the  disposition  above  indicated  of  troops 
near-  Masonborough  is  the  only  one  1  know  of  to  be  effective.  The 
points  of  landing  are  so  numerous  that  we;  cannot  provide  the  whole  coast 
with  artillery  defenses.  We  can  only  hold  men  and  light  batteries  in 
hand  for  action,  and  for  this  must  have  the  men  and  batteries;  that  is 
all,  and  these  I  have  not  got.  Against  the  road  approaches  I  have 
strong  lines  on  the  Sound  and  Holly  Shelter  roads,  to  which  1  could 
throw  my  forces.  But  the  defenses  of  the  city  are  useless,  except  as 
against  a  raid  or  sudden  cavalry  attack.  When  the  city  is  approached 
by  a  force  which  could  compel  my  troops  to  fall  back  upon  it  the  har 
bor  is  gone  beyond  perad venture,,  for  any  such  movement  gives  the 
enemy  the  peninsula  between  this  and  Fort  Fisher,  and,  of  course,  pos 
session  of  the  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  September  Hi,  1804. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  HEBERT,  Commanding,  &c.,  Smith ville: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  I  send  you  a  letter*  of  General  Gilmer  on  which 
I  would  like  to  have  your  views.  I  have  answered  it  myself,  but  I 
should  like  to  forward  something  from  you;  you  know  my  opinions 
pretty  well  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  sympathizing  friend  when  it 
should  be  posted.  All  the  suggestions  about  obstacles,  self- sustaining 
works,  &c.,  will  effect  nothing,  even  if  carried  out  without  troops.  We 
have  no  troops  to  man  any  more  works,  not  enough  for  those  we  have 
built.  Infantry  lines,  light  batteries,  and  a  brigade  are  better  at  Piney 
Point  than  any  fort.  With  the  strong  lines  on  Smith's  Island  the  same 
may  be  said.  My  position  of  a  brigade  between  the  Sugar  Loaf  and 
Gatlin  for  the  support  of  Fisher  and  those  between  Wrightsville  and 
Whisky  Creek  is  better  than  any  other  obstacle.  When  the  enemy 
advance  with  a  force  onto  the  city,  and  compels  me  to  fall  back  into  the 
town,  the  harbor  is  lost  beyond  peradventure.  But  take  Gilmer's  letter, 
analyze  it  your  own  way,  bring  forward  your  own  views,  and  let  me  send 
them  on.  General  Beauregard  agrees  with  me.  The  more  we  can  bring 
to  bear  the  better  our  chance  for  improvements. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 

*  Not  found. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  September  1(J.  1864. 
[Col.  D.  McRAE:] 

L  have  read  with  surprise  your  editorial  upon  a  communication  pub 
lished  in  the  New  York  Times  advocating  an  early  attack  on  Wilming 
ton.  Surprise,  not  at  its  evident  reflections  on  myself,  for  I  have  learned 
that  members  of  the  press  in  general  show  but  little  care  as  to  the  eft'ect 
of  their  articles  on  the  reputation  of  individuals,  who,  in  a  public,  posi 
tion,  may  be  the  subjects  of  discussion,  but  that  you  should  publish  an 
article  which  will  tend  to  weaken  the  defense  of  this  important  place. 
1  am  sure  you  have  had  no  such  intention,  but  you  are  of  influence  in 
the  State,  politically,  socially,  and  in  your  present  position ;  you  have 
been  a  soldier,  and  a  brave  and  gallant  one,  as  I  have  often  borne  wit 
ness.  As  such,  I  ask  you  frankly:  Ought  you  not  to  have  informed 
yourself  as  to  what  1  have  done  already  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington 
and  what  is  being  done  before  you  indicated  to  the  people  your  want  of 
confidence  in  me  and  so  weakened  greatly  my  position  as  commanding 
general  f  The  matter  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance.  You  and  every 
North  Carolinian  and  every  Southron  are  interested,  and  I  can  blame 
no  one  for  the  expression  of  anxiety,  earnest  as  my  own,  that  Wilming 
ton  should  be  properly  and  indomitably  defended.  Will  your  remarks 
help  the  matter?  Can  they  help  Wilmington?  I  do  not  wish  to  speak 
of  myself  further  than  this:  that  I  was  transferred  by  the  President 
from  the  command  of  one  of  the  noblest  divisions  of  the  army,  one 
which,  neither  under  me  nor  under  my  more  distinguished  successors, 
Generals  Hood  and  Field,  ever  knew  defeat,  to  undertake  the  defense 
of  Wilmington.  I  presume  this  was  done  on  account  of  my  supposed 
professional  fitness  for  such  duty.  Will  it  aid  me  or  help  the  defense 
for  the  report  to  be  spread  that  there  is  no  confidence  in  nief  I  beg  you 
not  to  misunderstand  me  as  putting  this  question  to  you  in  my  own  inter 
est  at  all.  You  are  a  patriot,  and  provided  our  last  hold  upon  the  water 
is  maintained  it  is  certainly  nothing  to  you  whether  it  is  done  by  me  or 
by  any  one  else.  That  it  should  be  done  and  well  done  must  alone  be  your 
object.  But  in  furtherance  of  that,  let  me  ask  you  if  you  can  spare  a 
few  days  to  examine  for  yourself  what  has  been  done  here.  I  will  take 
pleasure  in  enabling  you  to  see  everything,  even  to — in  confidence — my 
correspondence.  You  will  learn  in  what  condition  it  was  when  I  took 
command,  in  what  it  is  now,  what  warnings  have  been  given,  how  far  I 
must  be  held  responsible  up  to  this  time,  perhaps  how  far  I  am  tit. 
You  will  be  able  to  judge  for  yourself  how  far  I  have  the  confidence  of 
my  troops,  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Raleigh,  or  of 
others,  who,  unlike  yourself,  have  kept  out  of  this  war.  And  you  will 
then  be  in  position  to  discuss  this  important  question  from  knowledge 
and  information.  1  shall  be  happy  to  welcome  you.  Be  good  enough  to 
understand  that  I  take  no  exception  to  your  remarks  as  far  as  they 
affect  me  personally,  only  as  they  affect  the  defense.  Perhaps  I  am 
not  a  judge  in  the  premises.  But  you  may  be  assured  that  I  have  but 
one  object  here,  and  that  is  to  save  this  place  and  hold  it.  Whether 
that  is  to  be  done  by  others,  and  there  are  many  better  than  I,  is  noth 
ing,  so  it  is  done. 

Please  to  consider  this  as  a  private  letter,  not  in  any  way  intended 
for  publication.  Should  you  accept  the  proposition  I  have  made  to  see 
for  yourself,  and  I  think  you  owe  it  to  your  position  to  inform  yourself 
fully  of  the  matter  you  discuss,  I  can,  of  course,  take  no  exception  to 
any  criticisms  you  may  deem  to  make  hereafter,  founded  on  your  own 
observation.  The  President,  General  Lee,  and  General  Beauregard, 
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lias  just  visited  this  place,  are.  pleased  to  have  confidence  in  me 
so  far,  and  doubtless  with  such  support  I  may  be  careless  of  outside 
remarks,  but  I  have  endeavored  to  write  this  letter  to  you  in  the  inter 
est  of  the  cause,  not  my  own."  I  hope  you  will  take  it  in  that  spirit. 
One  word  more:  when  the  hour  of  trial  comes  no  doubt  you  and  many 
other  men  of  North  Carolina  will  hasten  to  the  defense  of  Wilmington; 
and  you  will  bo  needed.  Accept,  then,  my  invitation  to  examine  for 
yourself  what  lias  been  done  in  the  way  of  preparation.  All  the  art 
of  the  engineer  is  useless,  unless  his  works  are  held  by  strong  and 
willing  hearts.  If,  so  far,  nothing  that  could  be  done  lias  been  left 
undone,  and  that  1  want  you  to  see,  help  him  when  the  time  comes 
rather  than  weaken  him  beforehand.  And  this  I  ask,  not  for  myself 
alone,  but  for  the  country  and  for  whoever  may  be  here  in  my  place, 
if  1  am  not  here,  or  if  I  am  subordinate. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  IT.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  17,  1864. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  or  WAR, 

Richmond  : 

SIR  :  There  is  immediate  necessity  for  the  services  of  5,000  negroes 
for  thirty  days  to  labor  on  the  fortifications  at  this  place,  those  on 
James  Kiver,  around  .Richmond,  at  Danville,  and  at  several  points  on 
the  South  Side  and  Danville  railroads.  The  amount  of  labor  to  be 
done,  and  the  importance  of  having  it  done  promptly,  make  it  impos 
sible  to  exact  it  of  the  troops  without  impairing  their  efficiency  and 
requiring  their  absence  from  exposed  positions.  Much  of  the  work  is 
to  be  performed  at  places  where  there  are  few  or  no  troops  at  present, 
but  where  it  is  deemed  proper  to  prepare  for  possible  future  operations. 
I  think  the  necessity  sufficiently  urgent  to  justify  calling  for  this  labor 
at  once.  From  your  indorsement  upon  the  applications  of  General 
Stevens  for  negroes,  1  understand  that  you  think  that  the  act  of  Con 
gress  of  February  17,  38G4,  does  not  empower  you  to  order  the  impress 
ment  of  slaves  engaged  in  raising  grain  or  provisions,  but  that  the 
general  commanding  the  department  where  their  services  are  needed 
has  the  power  to  do  so.  I  am  willing  to  exercise  such  powers  as  I 
possess  in  the  premises,  but  have  no  instruments  to  put  them  in  execu 
tion.  I  cannot  consistently  with  the  exigencies  of  the  service  detail 
officers  and  soldiers  from  the  army  for  this  duty,  nor,  if  I  could,  would 
that  agency  be  suitable  in  my  judgment.  The  impressments  would  not 
be  made  equally  and  justly,  as  the  officers  would  necessarily  be  igno 
rant  of  the  comparative  resources  and  wants  of  the  districts  in  which 
they  would  have  to  operate.  If  the  agents  of  the  Conscript  Bureau 
can  be  employed  for  the  purpose  1  am  prepared  to  give  them  such 
authority  to  act  as  I  lawfully  may.  They  could  consult  with  the  local 
authorities  and  arrange  for  the  prompt  execution  of  the  impressment 
in  such  manner  as  to  be  least  injurious  to  the  agricultural  interests.  I 
inclose*  a  tabular  statement  of  the  quotas  of  the  counties  from  which 
it  is  proposed  to  draw  the  negroes,  showing  the  credits  to  which  each 
is  entitled.  The  number  called  for  is  large,  but  allowance  must  be 

*  See  schedule  annexed  to  paragraph  XLII,  Special  Orders,  No.  22-1,  September  21, 
p.  1268. 
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made  for  failure  in  some  quarters,  and  as  the  negroes  will  be  sent  on  at 
different  times,  there  will  not  be  as  great  a  number  as  the  call  embraces 
taken  from  the  farms  at  any  one  time.  I  respectfully  ask  instructions 
how  to  proceed  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


[SEPTEMBER  17.  1S(U. — For  Lee  to  Seddon,  reporting  affair  at  Cog- 
j,'ins'  Point  (Kith)  and  other  operations,  see  Part  I.  p.  <Sf>2.j 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 
Ricktnoml,   Va.,  September  17,  1SC4. 
Ma.j.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Commanding,  Wilmington,  X.  (•.: 

GENERAL:  Your  letter  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Cape  Fear  River  to  connect  certain  railroads  was  referred  to  the 
Engineer  Bureau,  which  reports: 

Careful  inquiries,  examinations,  surveys,  and  reports  have  been  made  and  the  un 
dertaking  found  to  require  much  material  and  labor.  As  the  gauges  of  the  two 
roads  meeting  at  Wilmington  are.  different,  as  the  connection  through  Petersburg  is 
broken,  and  as  the  presidents  of  the  two  railroad  companies  at  Wilmington,  on  di 
rect  appeal,  decline  to  give  any  aid  to  the  construction  of  the  proposed  bridge, 
favorable  action  in  the  within  proposition  is  not  recommended. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS   ARMY   OF   NORTHERN   VIRGINIA, 

September  17,  1864. 
COMMANDING  OFFICER, 

Hicksfordj  also  Weldon  and  Stony  Creek: 

Body  of  enemy's  cavalry,  estimated  between  3,000  and  5,000,  passed 
down  Jerusalem  plank  road  to-day.  Be  on  the  lookout  and  prepared 
for  them  should  they  move  toward  you. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

/September  17,  1864. 
General  J.  A.  EARLY: 

GENERAL:  I  have  been  very  anxious  to  recall  General  Anderson 
with  Kershaw's  division  to  me.  But  a  victory  at  this  time  over  Sheri 
dan  would  be  greatly  advantageous  to  us,  and  I  feared  that  your  corps 
would  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose.  General  Anderson  is  more  neces 
sary  here  than  in  the  Valley,  and  I  have  written  to  him  to  return  with 
his  staff  if  circumstances  permit,  and  to  direct  General  Kershaw  with 
his  division  to  report  to  you  for  the  present.  Should  you  and  he 
decide  that  Kershaw's  division  is  unnecessary  in  the  Valley,  I  wish 
it  to  return  with  General  A.  It  is  my  intention  to  send  to  you  Rosser's 
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brigade  of  cavalry  as  soon  as  I  can  discover  the  intentions  of  General 
Grant.  1  then  think  you  will  be  able  to  spare  Kershaw.  In  the  mean 
time  I  wish  you  to  defeat  Sheridan  if  your  strength  is  sufficient.  He 
seems  disposed  to  protect  himself  under  his  iutreuchments.  If  you 
could  draw  him  up  the  Valley  and  fall  upon  him  suddenly,  or  throw  a 
body  of  troops  behind  him,  you  might  succeed  in  defeating  him.  If 
you  think  it  best  for  you  to  remain  on  the  defensive  and  can  spare  Ker 
shaw,  send  him  to  me  as  secretly  as  you  can,  for  I  will  then  take  the 
offensive  myself.  If  you  retain  Kershaw,  hold  him  in  readiness  to  send 
to  me  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  keep  his  division  in  as  efficient  condi 
tion  as  possible. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  remain,  very  truly, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


RICHMOND,  VA.,  September  18,  1864. 
Hon.  HERSCHEL  V.  JOHNSON: 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  In  regard  to  the  law  and  regulations  relating  to 
foreign  commerce  I  perceive  by  your  reply  that  my  explanation  must 
have  been  very  imperfect,  else  you  would  have  seen  that,  in  so  far  as 
charters  of  vessels  had  been  made  at  a  previous  date,  they  were 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  regulations,  but  only  in  relation  to 
those  chartered  after  the  passage  <>t  the  law  and  the  promulgation  of 
the  regalations  had  any  question  been  raised.  The  veto  message  was 
intended  to  show  the  impolicy  of  yielding  to  an  attempt  to  use  the 
States  to  evade  the  law  and  defeat  the  purpose  of  Congress.  My  objec 
tions  were  sustained  by  such  a  majority  as  relieves  me  from  the  sup 
posed  want  of  deference  to  the  legislative  will.  The  clamor  to  which 
you  allude  was  not  to  be  silenced  by  concession,  as  has  been  abundantly 
proved  by  experiment,  but  if  it  had  been  otherwise  the  case  was  one 
involving  the  public  interest,  which  could  not  be  bartered  away.  You 
are,  no  doubt,  right  in  your  conclusion  that  General  Johnston  was  not 
relieved  soon-  enough,  but  the  judgment  is  sustained  upon  evidence 
which  was  not  possessed  before  the  event.  I  did  not  anticipate  the 
abandonment  of  the  mountain  region  of  Georgia,  and  if  General  John 
ston  had  informed  me  that  he  "would  retreat  to  Atlanta,  he  would  have 
been  sooner  relieved,  as  it  was  my  opinion  then,  as  clearly  as  now,  that 
Atlanta  could  be  best  defended  by  holding  some  of  the  strong  positions 
to  the  north  of  it.  You  ask  me  to  resolve  "  that  General  Hood  shall 
succeed,"  and  for  this  purpose  give  the  means,  even  if  other  points  "are 
uncovered  temporarily."  All  that  was  done  for  General  Johnston 
when  he  was  at  Daltou.  Charleston,  Savannah,  Mobile,  Mississippi, 
and  North  Alabama  were  stripped  to  give  him  a  force  which  would 
insure  success  so  speedily  that  the  troops  could  return  to  these  places 
in  time  to  prevent  disaster.  The  resolution  did  not  bring  success,  but 
results  have  followed. 

The  concentration  referred  to  had,  I  suppose,  attracted  your  atten 
tion,  as  I  perceive,  in  suggesting  further  action  of  like  kind,  you  look  to 
Virginia  and  ask  if  Early  and  Breckiuridge  cannot  be  sent  to  Georgia, 
your  supposition  being  that  they  would  do  more  good  in  Sherman's 
rear  than  by  raiding  in  Pennsylvania.  Not  long  after  Congress  left 
Richmond  the  enemy  advanced  into  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah, 
defeated  the  small  force  we  had  there,  and  moved  to  the  execution  of  a 
plan  which  was  to  destroy  all  communications  with  Richmond,  as  well 
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from  the  west  as  from  the  south,  ami  thus  to  compel  the  evacuation  of  the 
capital.  Breckinridge,  with  a  division,  and,  subsequently,  Early,  witli  ti 
corps,  were  sent  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  This  was  not  effected 
until  after  he  had  reached  Lynchburg.  Our  success  there  drove 
him  in  disorder  toward  the  northwest,  and  gave  us  an  opportunity  to 
assume  the  offensive,  with  not  unreason  able  hope  of  capturing  his  capi 
tal  instead  of  losing  our  own.  The  invasion  by  Sherman  or  Grant 
might  as  well  be  denominated  a  raid  as  that  of  Pennsylvania  by  Early. 
To  save  their  capital,  troops  en  route  to  Grant  were  diverted  to  Wash 
ington,  and  other  troops  were  drawn  from  Grant  to  the  same  place, 
and  the  enemy  soon  had  a  large  force  on  the  upper  Potomac,.  If,  then, 
Early's  army  had  been  withdrawn,  the  enemy  could,  with  their  increased 
force  and,  therefore,  better  prospects  of  success,  again  have  entered  on 
the  campaign  which  had  been  terminated  at  Lynchburg,  and  I  should 
probably  have  had  to  exercise  the  power  Congress  conferred  on  me 
before  their  adjournment  by  indicating  a  new  place  for  their  next 
meeting,  and  for  the  want  of  supplies  it  would,  with  equal  probability, 
have  become  necessary  to  transfer  General  Lee's  army  to  the  new  field 
of  operations. 

1  do  not  entertain  your  apprehension  that  Early's  movement  into  the 
^enemy's  country  will  weaken  the  peace  element  there;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  could  make  them  feel  the  evils  of  war 
at  their  own  door  that  they  would  much  more  fully  realize  the  bless 
ings  of  peace  and  much  more  numerously  sustain  the  policy  of  stopping 
the  war.  It  has  been  necessity  alone  which  has  justified  our  attitude 
of  defense,  as  it  was  surely  greatly  to  have  been  preferred  that  the 
battle-tields,  with  the  desolation  which  is  their  constant  attendant, 
should  all  have  been  on  the  enemy's  soil.  Among  the  reasons  for  that 
preference  I  should  estimate  as  not  the  least  the  effect  it  would  have 
in  leading  the  minds  of  our  enemies  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  ques 
tions  at  issue,  and  the  future  observance  of  their  obligations  to  our 
States  and  people.  1  have  not  failed  to  appreciate  your  motive,  and 
your  frankness  needed  no  apology.  Suggestions  are  often  useful,  even 
though  not  adopted  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  proposed,  and  I  too 
fully  realize  my  need  of  assistance  to  be  otherwise  than  thankful  for 
well-meant  advice.  The  tirst  effect  of  disaster  is  to  always  spread  a 
deeper  gloom  than  is  due  to  the  occasion.  No  one  was  more  anxious 
than  myself  to  prevent  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  I  was  not  among  those  who 
deemed  that  result  inevitable  as  soon  as  the  enemy  had  crossed  the 
Chattahooehee,  and  1  was  not  willing  that  it  should  be  yielded  before 
manly  blows  had  been  struck  for  its  preservation.  1  think  it  can  be 
recovered;  that  if  the  absentees  from  Hood's  army  can  be  sent  back, 
and  the  men  of  Georgia  who,  by  operations  of  the  law  are  exempt  from 
military  service,  will  give  temporarily  their  aid.  that  Sherman's  army 
can  be  driven  out  of  Georgia — perhaps  be  utterly  destroyed.  To  that 
end  we  need  the  support  of  a  public  opinion  which  will  drive  to  the 
army  all  who  belong  to  it  and  all  who  ought  to  belong  to  it,  and  with 
confidence  1  appeal  to  you  for  aid. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


[SEPTEMBER  10,  18C4. — For  Lee  fr>  Davis,  in  reference  to  Beaure- 
gard's  assignment  to  command  of  Military  Division  of  the  West,  see 
Vol.  XXXIX,  Part  II,  p.  840.) 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  V<(.,  September  1!>,  18()-f. 
General  II.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

GENERAL:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  17th 
instant,  relative  to  the  impressment  of  .">,()<>()  slaves  to  work  on  the 
fortifications.  Yon  are  right  in  supposing  my  reference  of  the  subject 
to  you  was  owing  to  doubts  whether  my  powers  allowed  the  impress 
ment  of  slaves  engaged  in  agriculture  and  whether  the  discretion  was 
not  confided  exclusively  to  commanding  generals.  I  should  not  have 
hesitated  on  the  score  of  responsibility,  nor  should  I  have  troubled  yon 
about  a  matter  which  more  appropriately  pertains  to  the  administrative 
duties  of  the  Department.  While,  however,  your  authoritative  sanction 
is  required  for  the  impressment,  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  you 
should  exercise  it  by  oth'cers  of  your  army.  In  this  opinion,  too,  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  whose  legal  opinion  great  deference  is 
justly  due,  concurs.  The  agencies  of  the  Conscript  Bureau  will,  there 
fore,  in  my  judgment,  be  appropriately  employed  in  making  the  im 
pressments  without  delay.  Orders  will  be  issued  referring  to  your  call, 
and  stating  the  impressment  to  be  necessary  in  your  judgment,  and 
impressing  upon  the  officers  of  that  bureau  the  importance  of  a  prompt 
execution  of  the  duty.  I  trust  the  number  of  laborers  will  be  speedily 
forthcoming. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMKS  A.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  ;><),  18C>4. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond : 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  with  reference  to  the  impressment  of  negroes  for  work  on 
fortifications,  «S:c.,  and  thank  you  for  the  prompt  measures  you  have 
taken  in  the  premises.  1  think  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
public  safety  requires  that  we  shall  employ  negro  labor  with  the  army 
in  all  cases  where  it  can  be  used  to  relieve  able-bodied  white  men.  The 
teamsters  and  other  laborers  employed  in  the  quartermaster's  depart 
ment,  the  laborers  engaged  in  cutting  wood  for  mines  and  factories, 
machine  shops,  &c.,  and  {ill  doing  mere  manual  labor  in  connection 
with  supplying  the  armies,  can  be  well  taken  from  this  class,  and  the 
white  men  now  detailed  for  that  purpose  put  in  the  ranks.  The  acces 
sion  to  our  numbers  by  this  means  would  be  great,  and  I  need  not 
repeat  what  I  have  said  as  to  the  necessity  of  recruiting  our  armies.  I 
understood  the  act  of  Congress  of  17th  of  February  last  as  designed  to 
clothe  the  department  with  this  authority,  as  its  title  and  preamble 
indicate.  The  slaves  called  for  in  my  last  letter  for  thirty  days,  as  I 
understand  the  subject,  are  to  be  impressed  in  accordance  with  a  former 
law,  passed  to  regulate  temporary  impressment  of  negro  labor.  This 
former  law  is  referred  to  in  the  law  of  17th  of  February  to  regulate  the 
manner  of  impressment,  but  not,  as  I  understand  it,  to  limit  or  alter 
the  powers  conferred  by  the  latter  act.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  view,  I 
respectfully  urge  the  exercise  of  this  power  by  the  Department  without 
delay,  to  the  extent  of  replacing  all  detailed  men  in  service  with  negroes 
where  the  latter  can  be  used  with  advantage,  and  all  white  laborers  in 
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Government  employ  whose  work  can  be  done  by  slaves  or  free  negroes. 
In  addition  to  thus  substituting  negroes  for  whites,  I.  recommend  the 
impressment  to  be  extended  far  enough  to  provide  a  corps  of  laborers 
for  the  army  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  many  of  those  temporary 
details  that  are  now  made  to  cut  wood,  work  on  roads,  &c.  I  shall 
require  a  large  force  to  build  roads,  cut  and  transport  wood,  and  make 
other  preparations  for  the  supply  and  comfort  of  the  troops  at  this 
place  during  the  winter  months.  These  preparations  are  absolutely 
necessary,  or  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  army  will  be  greatly 
impaired  by  exposure  and  accumulated  labor. 

It  is  impossible,  also,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  enemy,  to  take 
the  troops  from  the  lines,  as  was  done  last  winter  on  the  Kapidan,  to 
do  this  work.  Among  other  things  that  will  have  to  be  done  in  order 
to  save  our  animals  and  procure  adequate  supplies  of  fuel,  a  short  rail 
road  will  have  to  be  constructed  to  connect  us  with  suitable  wood  for 
fuel,  the  green  pine  around  us  being  unlit  for  that  purpose.  I  trust  you 
will  find  means  to  give  effect  to  these  suggestions,  if  I  am  correct  in  my 
interpretation  of  the  law.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  an  order  said  to  have 
been  issued  by  General  Kirby  Smith,  which  seems  to  me  to  be  in 
accordance  with  the  law  in  the  main,  and  would  recommend  that  some 
thing  of  the  same  kind  be  done  at  once  here.*  I  am  informed  that  there 
is  some  legislation  by  the  State  on  the  subject  of  obtaining  negro 
labor,  and  the  Governor  may,  if  applied  to,  lend  us  material  assistance. 
I  beg  to  assure  you  that  it  is,  in  my  [opinion],  necessary  for  us  to  use 
our  negroes  in  this  war  if  we  would  maintain  ourselves  and  prevent 
them  from  being  employed  against  us.  I  am  confident  that  our  people 
will  contribute  this  species  of  property  with  as  much  willingness  as  they 
have  all  others,  and  no  time  should  he  lost  in  procuring  the  great 
addition  to  our  resources  which  the  use  of  our  negroes  can  afford  us. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Indorsement.) 

SEPTEMBER  21,  18G4. 
Captain  LAY: 

Please  examine  carefully  both  the  suggestions  and  the  law,  and  con 
fer  with  me. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 


SPECIAL,  ORDERS,  \         AD.IT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
No.  223.  j  Richmond,  September  20, 


IV.  The  several  assistant  quartermasters  now  on  duty  with  regiments 
or  battalions  of  infantry  belonging  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard's  com 
mand,  are  relieved  from  their  present  service,  as  contemplated  in  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  14,  1804  (No.  14, 
General  Orders,  No.  53,  current  series),  and  the  folio  wing-named  officers 
now  serving  with  said  commands  are  reassigned  to  duty  as  hereinafter 
indicated: 


See  General  Orders,  No.  55,  July  '20,  Vol.  XL1,  Part  II,  p.  1014. 
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Army  headquarters :  Maj.  E.  Willis,  chief  quartermaster;    Maj.  J. 

B.  Hill,  Elliott's  brigade,   corps  paymaster;  Capt.  E.  C.  McKiimey, 
Twenty-third  Georgia,  reserve  ordnance  train;  Capt.  W.  L.  J.  Eeid, 
Twenty-sixth  South  Carolina,  forage  quartermaster;  Capt.  G.  AY.  Evans, 
Forty-eighth  Georgia,  army  ambulances. 

Hoke's  division:  Maj.  J.  Hughes,  division  quartermaster;  Capt.  W. 

C.  Jordan,  Sixty-sixth  North  Carolina,  division  paymaster;  Capt.  J.  J. 
Cox,  Thirty-first  North  Carolina,  division  ordnance  train;  Capt.  J.  II. 
Gray,  Sixth  Georgia,  division  supply  train. 

Johnson's  division:  Maj.  C.  L.  Randolph,  division  quartermaster; 
Capt.  A.  O.  Houston,  Forty-third  Alabama,  division  paymaster;  Capt. 
A.  J.  Miller,  Twenty-fifth  North  Carolina,  division  supply  train;  Capt. 
W.  Fellers,  Thirty-fourth  Virginia,  division  ordnance  train. 

Wise's  brigade:  Maj.  II.  C.  Watkins,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
N.  J.  Thomas,  Forty-sixth  Virginia,  brigade  assistant;  Capt.  J".  M. 
Nicolson,  Twenty-sixth  Virginia,  brigade  assistant. 

Elliott's  brigade:  Maj.  E.  L.  Hord,  Grade's  brigade,  brigade  quarter 
master;  Capt.  P.  O.  Lemrnons,  Eighteenth  South  Carolina,  assistant 
brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  V.  McNamee,  Twenty-second  South 
Carolina,  assistant  brigade  quartermaster. 

Gracie's  brigade:  Capt.  J.  J.  Keigler,  Fifty-ninth  Alabama,  assistant 
brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  J.  A.  Fitzpatrick,  Twenty- third  Alabama, 
assistant  brigade  quartermaster; ,  brigade  quartermaster. 

Hagood's  brigade:  Maj.  G.  B.  Lartigue,  brigade  quartermaster; 
Capt.  E.  P.  Gantt,  Eleventh  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  brigade 
assistant;  Capt.  J.  E.  Adger,  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 
brigade  assistant. 

Colquitt's  brigade:  Maj.  E.  N.  Ely,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  S. 
V.  Sheats,  Nineteenth  Georgia,  brigade  assistant;  Capt.  G.  B. 
Buchanan,  Twenty-seventh  Georgia,  assistant  to  brigade  quarter 
master. 

Cliugman's  brigade:  Maj.  A.  M.  Erwin,  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt. 
O.  P.  Meares,  Sixty-first  North  Carolina,  brigade  assistant;  Capt.  H. 
C.  Eockwell,  Fifty-first  North  Carolina,  brigade  assistant. 

Martin's  brigade:  Capt.  J.  S.  Dancy,  Seventeenth  North  Carolina, 
acting  brigade  quartermaster;  Capt.  E.  P.  Bessent,  Forty-second 

North  Carolina,  brigade  assistant. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HDQRS.  ARTILLERY.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  20,  186-1 . 

Lieutenant-Colonel  MOSELEY, 

Acting  Chief  of  Arty.,  Dcpt.  of  N.  Carolina  and  Southern  Va. : 

COLONEL:  On  visiting  to-day  General  Johnson's  line  and  consulting 
with  himself,  I  ascertained  several  things  respecting  the  artillery  serv 
ice  on  that  line  requiring  immediate  attention  and  remedy. 

First.  There  is  no  systematic  communication  between  the  chief  artil 
lery  officer  on  the  line  and  General  Johnson,  who  commands  the  whole. 
In  Colonel  Jones'  absence  you  are,  I  believe,  in  charge  of  all  that  artillery. 
You  will  please,  therefore,  arrange  for  daily  consultation  with  General 
Johnson,  either  in  person  or  through  your  adjutant,  so  as  to  be  informed 
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of  his  views  and  have  them  accomplished  where  not  in  conflict  with 
instructions  from  the  commanding  general,  and  in  case  of  such  conflict 
appearing  to  yon,  you  will  immediately  report  the  fact  to  these  head 
quarters,  so  that  the  decision  of  the  commanding  general  may  be  ob 
tained. 

Second.  Serious  abuses  seem  to  be  creeping  into  the  artillery  service 
on  that  line  in  consequence  of  the  mode  and  extent  of  relieving  the 
olh'cers  and  men  of  the  several  batteries:  First,  officers  coming  into 
certain  positions  do  not  sufficiently  familiarize  themselves  with  the 
Held  of  fire  of  the  guns  coming  under  their  charge;  second,  there  is 
not  sufficient  watchfulness  at  every  gun  to  observe  whatever  occasion 
may  arise  for  firing  it  and  have  it  promptly  fired  when  it  can  be  done 
with  damage  to  the  enemy  and  advantage  to  ourselves;  third,  there/ 
are  not  men  enough  retained  at  some  of  the  guns — at  least  six  men 
ought  to  be  at  hand  for  each  gun,  in  case  of  action  or  casualty;  fourth, 
no  proper  [care]  seems  to  be  taken  to  repair  injuries  to  gun  carriages 
and  implements  nor  to  readjust  the  works  when  impaired  by  the 
enemy's  fire.  I  observed  a  gun  carriage  of  one  of  Read's  batteries,  now 
served  by  Young's  company,  one  wheel  of  which  was  really  disabled  by 
a  shot  of  the  enemy  carrying  off  part  of  the  tire,  and  it  stands  there 
from  day  to  day  and  week  to  week  without  any  one  appearing  to  feel 
responsible  for  neglect.  You  will  please  to  give  particular  attention  to 
all  such  points,  and  cause  the  artillery  commanders  on  the  line  to  be 
assiduous  in  correcting  all  evils  of  the  kind  and  rendering  their  arm 
thoroughly  efficient  for  whatever  service  it  may  be  called  to  render 
there  any  day  or  hour. 

Third.  While  artillery  duels  are  not  to  be  engaged  in,  our  guns  and 
mortars  must  be,  always  used  with  vigor  when  working  parties  of  the 
enemy  can  be  damaged  or  his  lines  or  troops  be  seriously  annoyed ; 
and  in  cases  where  he  concentrates  a  severe  fire  on  one  point  our  guns 
at  other  points  should  operate  to  interrupt  his  fire  and  divert  it. 

Fourth.  Artillerymen  ought  in  justice  bear  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
labor  of  preparing  and  renovating  the  works  for  their  own  protection. 
It  is  complained  that  they  depend  too  much  for  this  upon  details  from 
infantry.  Officers  and  men  will  at  once  perceive  what  is  proper  in  this, 
and  will,  I  doubt  not,  cheerfully  perform  their  part. 
Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  X.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

P.  S. — I  wish  you  to  see  General  Johnson  this  evening,  especially  as 
to  the  advisability  or  not  of  firing  on  parties  cutting  down  a  forest  in 
front  of  General  Gracie.  As  I  have  not  time  to  have  this  copied  first, 
please  return  it  for  that  purpose. 


HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

Petersburg,   Va.,  September  20,  1864. 
Maj.  GEORGE  C.  BROWN, 

Asfit.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Lieut.  Gen.  EirelFs  Staff,  Richmond,  Va.: 
MAJOR  :  Inclosed  I  forward  to  you  a  remonstrance  from  the  officers 
of  Johnson's  old  brigade  against  consolidation  with  any  other  com 
mand.  The  original  application  of  Brigadier-General  Archer  for  the 
consolidation  of  Johnson's  brigade  with  his  own,  which  called  forth 
this  remonstrance,  was  sent  to  Colonel  Hughs,  about  two  weeks  ago, 
for  his  remarks,  with  instructions  to  return  the  paper  to  these  head- 
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quarters.  It  has  not  yet  been  returned,  and  it  is  supposed  that  Colonel 
Hughs  forwarded  the  paper  directly  to  your  office;  if  it  is  still  in 
your  office  please  place  the  inclosed  with  it  and  forward  them  together. 
If,  however,  the  original  application  has  not  reached  your  office,  be  kind 
enough  to  direct  Colonel  Hughs  to  forward  it  immediately,  in  order 
that  it  may  accompany  the  inclosed  remonstrance.* 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  E.  FOOTE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[luclosure.] 

HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  BRIGADE, 

Signal  Hill,  Va.,  September  12,  1864. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  JOHNSON, 

Petersburg,  Va.  : 

The  application  of  Brigadier-General  Archer  for  this  brigade  to  be 
transferred  to  his  command  having  been  submitted  to  us,  we,  the 
undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command,  respect 
fully  beg  leave  to  enter  our  solemn  protest  against  consolidation  with  or 
transfer  to  any  brigade.  The  members  of  this  command,  to  a  man,  are 
opposed  to  any  arrangement  by  which  they  may  lose  their  identity  as 
a  brigade.  We  have  existed  as  an  organization,  known  as  Johnson's 
brigade,  now  exceeding  two  long  years.  We  have  fought  on  many 
battle-fields  and  undergone  innumerable  hardships  together.  Officers 
and  men  have  vied  with  each  other  to  make  Johnson's  brigade  second 
to  none  in  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States.  After  the  battles  of 
Shiloh  and  Perryville,  where  we  lost  over  one-half  of  our  original  num 
bers,  we  entered  Tennessee  and  recruited  to  a  very  large  brigade  before 
the  battle  of  Murfreesborough.  On  that  memorable  and  ensanguined 
field  the  brigade  acted  a  conspicuous  part,  being  in  Cleburue's  division 
and  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy.  There  we  lost  672  officers  and 
men.  Even  after  this  heavy  loss  we  again  recruited  the  command  to 
almost  the  maximum  number  required  by  law.  At  Hoover's  Gap  we 
suffered  severely,  Stewart's  division,  of  which  we  formed  a  part,  being 
the  only  troops  confronting  the  enemy  at  that  point  and  Johnson's  bri 
gade  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  army  to  Chattanooga.  After  the 
demoralization  of  the  retreat  from  our  own  State  and  a  campaign  in 
East  Tennessee  and  North  Georgia,  we  again  met  the  enemy  on  the 
glorious  and  ever-memorable  field  of  Chickamauga.  Here,  as  you  are 
aware,  our  losses  were  very  heavy,  being  over  one-half  of  the  entire 
command.  xVbout  23d  of  November,  1803,  we  left  the  Army  of  Tennessee 
to  re-enforce  General  Longstreet  at  Knoxville.  We  arrived  in  time  to 
take  part  in  that  engagement.  At  Bean's  Station  the  command  com 
posed  one-third  of  the  force  in  your  successful  attack  and  rout  of  a 
greatly  superior  enemy,  numbering  about  five  to  one.  The  whole  win 
ter  of  1863  was  a  series  of  active  operations.  The  troops  of  this  com 
mand  were  kept  constantly  on  outpost  duty  and  suffered  immensely, 
both  from  exposure  and  lack  of  supplies,  never  remaining  stationary 
or  in  quarters  but  for  a  few  days  at  a  time.  We  were  taken  from  that 
scene  of  action  about  1st  of  May,  1864,  and  brought  to  Richmond,  Va., 
where  we  arrived  just  in  time  to  confront  the  enemy  at  Port  Walthall 
and  Fort  Clifton.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  detachment  of  men 
from  this  brigade,  under  Lieut.  F.  M.  Kelso,  manned  the  guns  at  Fort 
Clifton,  and  resisted  successfully  the  advance  of  five  of  the  enemy's 

*  See  Footo  to  Brown,  September  24,  p.  1283. 
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gun-boats,  sinking  one  and  disabling  and  repulsing  the  others.  At 
Drewry's  I31uft,  on  IGth  of  May  following,  our  losses  were  heavy,  both  in 
officers  and  men. 

On  15th,  16th,  17th,  again  on  -'tt)th  of  June  and  1st  of  July,  we  wore 
engaged  in  battles  before  Petersburg,  Ya.  Our  losses  were  augmented, 
including  valuable  officers.  This  brigade  has  lost  twelve  field  officers 
killed  and  three  permanently  disabled  from  field  service.  Seven  of 
these,  Held  officers  were  killed  in  the  lights  around  Richmond  and  Peters 
burg  in  the  present  campaign.  On  every  field  Johnson's  brigade  has 
shown  uniform  valor,  gaining  laurels  of  which  they  are  justly  proud. 
Would  it  not  be  injustice  to  consolidate  such  a  command  and  cause  it 
thereby  to  lose  its  identity'?  To  say  the  least,  would  it  not  be  ungrate 
ful  ?  When  our  absent  members,  who  are  not  permanently  disabled  and 
prisoners  of  war,  shall  return,  we  will  muster,  as  shown  by  our  reports, 
over  l,(ioO  officers  and  men.  Should  we  be  so  fortunate  as  to  again  enter 
our  beloved  State,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  recruit  the  command  to  its 
maximum  number  in  six  weeks.  We  know  that  this  can  be  done  without 
resorting  to  conscription,  for  Johnson's  brigade  is  well  and  favorably 
known  and  mainly  composed  of  men  living  south  of  Murfreesborough. 
We  have  made  this  statement  to  you  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  the 
brave  men  we  represent,  trusting  that  you  will  use  every  endeavor  to 
prevent  our  being  swallowed  up  by  any  other  command.  We  feel  our 
indebtedness  to  you  in  a  great  measure  for  our  present  standing,  and  be 
lieve  that  you  will  take  that  interest  in  your  old  brigade  which  will  defeat 
this  measure*  If  we  are  allowed  to  remain  as  a  separate  organization 
and  continued  in  the  Department  of  Richmond  until  it  becomes  generally 
known  throughout  the  South,  we  believe  that  there  are  Teuuesseeans 
enough  within  our  lines,  "  refugees  from  home,"  to  swell  our  ranks  to  a 
respectable  number.  We  hear  daily  of  men  in  the  enemy's  lines  desirous 
of  joining  us,  but  what  chance  have  they  at  present?  It  is  true  that  it 
may  be  urged  that  the  transfer  proposed  is  to  be  only  temporary,  but 
experience  has  shown  that  those  temporary  annexations  do,  after  a  lapse 
of  time,  by  general  assent,  become  permanent.  Should  this  transfer  be 
ordered  in  the  face  of  the  present  strong  opposition  to  it  the  most 
unhappy  results  may  be  anticipated,  the  energies  of  the  officers  would 
become  paralyzed,  and  the  spirit  of  the  men  broken. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  HUGHS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Johnson's  Brigade. 

WM.  H.  FULKERSON; 
Major,  Commanding  Sixty-third  Tennessee  Regiment. 

U.  C.  HARRISON, 
Senior  Captain  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

HORACE  READY, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Seventeenth  and  Ttcenty-third  Regiments. 

R.  B.  SXOWDEN, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Forty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee. 

J.  E.  SPENCER, 
Senior  Capt.  and  Acting  Major  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

[Indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS    JOHNSON'S   DIVISION, 

September  19,  1864. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  sentiments  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  brigade  are  strongly  opposed  to  a  combination  with  any  other  bri- 
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gade,  however  worthy  or  distinguished.  This  arises  in  part  from  expe 
rience  resulting  from  the  consolidation  of  regiments,  and  in  part  from 
a  desire  to  preserve  its  identity  in  connection  with  its  past  history,  its 
honorable  deeds  on  fields  that  will  be  memorable  in  all  future  ages,  the 
toils,  privations,  and  heroic  deeds,  as  well  of  the  living  as  of  the  ven 
erated  dead,  the  memories  of  whose  virtues  hallow  the  very  name  it 
bears,  unworthy  though  that  name  be.  The  men  and  officers  still  hope 
to  return  in  triumph  to  their  native  State,  and  none  but  they  can  per 
haps  appreciate  the  unspeakable  pride  they  will  have,  bearing  there  a 
distinct  name  and  organization  with  all  the  glorious  associations  of 
the  past.  Though  1  may  be  excused  for  peculiar  sentiments  of  regard 
for  this  brigade,  I  believe,  in  recommending  that  the  combination  pro 
posed  be  not  authorized,  I  but  pointedly  subserve  the  real  interest  of 
the  Confederacy  and  the  public  good. 

B.  K.  JOHNSON, 

Major- General. 


Abstract,  from  Iri-monthly  return  of  the  Department  of  Richmond,  Lieut.  Gen.  Richard  S. 
Jewell  commanding,  for  September  20,  1S04. 
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Abstract  from  return  of  the  First  Military  District,  Department  of  Xorth  Carolina 
and  /Southern  yirginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  commanding,  for  September  20, 
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Abstract  from   return  »f   the    First    Military  District.   Department  of  Xorth   Carolina 
and  Southern    I'iryinia,  <t'r. — Coutinued. 
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Organization  of  troops  in  the  First  Military  District,  Department  of 
Xorth  Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Henry  A.  Wise.  September  20,  1861. 

IIOLCOMHK    I.KGION. 
Capt.    A.    B.    WoODRlTKK. 

Stony  Creek  (four  companies). 
Nottoway  Bridge  (four  companies). 
Rowauty  Bridge  (two  companies). 

FORT    CLIFTON. 

Lieut.  Col.  HKNRY  T.  GUION. 

lUtli  Virginia. Infantry  (detachment). 

10th  North  Carolina  Artillery  (detachment). 


HICKSKORD. 

Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  J.  GARXKTT. 

C.  S.  Zouaves. 

Virginia  Reserves. 

(>2d  Georgia,  Company  H.  Lieut.  A.  M.  G.  Wiggins. 

Bradford's  artillery  (section),  Lieut.  A.  J.  Cochran. 
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HIGH    BRIDGE,    MATTOAX,  AND    STAUNTON    KIVER    BRIDGE. 

Brig.  Geri.  JAMES  A.  WALKER. 

Virginia,  Reserves. 

18th  Georgia  Battalion,  Maj.  William  S.  Bnsinger. 

Virginia  Reserves,  Lieut.  Col.  Benjamin  L.  Fariuholt. 

DANVILLE. 

Virginia   Reserves. 

PETERSBURG. 
Maj.  W.  H.  KER. 

44th  Virginia  Battalion.  Capt.  Thomas  W.  Branch. 
Operatives,  Maj.  Willam  H.  Hood. 
Second-Class  Militia,  Capt.  Owen  H.  Hobson. 
Virginia  Reserves,  Maj.  William  H.  Jarvis. 
Independent  Signal  Corps,  Maj.  James  F.  Milligau. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  }         AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  1321.  I  Richmond,  September  ^,  1864. 

******* 

XXXI.  Maj.  S.  B.  French,  commissary  of  subsistence,  Provisional 
Army,  C.  S.,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Wilmington  and  such  other 
points  in  North  Carolina  as  he  may  deem  advisable  for  the  purpose  of 
regulating'  the  distribution  of  subsistence  stores,  under  orders  of  the 
Commissary-General.  Officers  of  the  quartermaster's  department  will 
promptly  provide  the  necessary  transportation  to  the  points  indicated 
by  Mujor  French  for  all  stores  requiring  removal. 

******* 

XXXIII.  Col.  S.  D.  Lowe,  of  the  Invalid  Corps,  is  assigned  to  duty  as 
commandant  of  the  post  at  Asheville,  N.  C.,  and  will  report  accord 
ingly. 

******* 

XLII.  The  general  commanding  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  rep 
resents  to  this  department  that  there  is  an  urgent  necessity  for  the 
services  of  5,000  slaves  with  his  army  for  the  term  of  thirty  days  after 
their  report  for  duty,  and  that  the  services  of  these  are  not  attainable 
by  contract  nor  by  the  employment  or  impressment  of  free  negroes. 
The  Bureau  of  Conscription,  through  its  officers,  will  proceed  to  impress 
the  slaves  required  according  to  the  schedule  hereto  annexed,  as  fur 
nished  by  the  geueralcoinmanding.  (Slaves  under  eighteen  and  over  fifty 
years  of  age  will  not  be  impressed,  nor  slaves  engaged  in  the  family 
and  domestic  service  as  house  servants,  nor  more  than  one  slave  out  of 
live  on  anyone  farm  or  plantation,  and  when  there  are  but  three  slaves 
of  the  age  specified  on  a  farm  none  shall  be  taken.  The  Quartermaster- 
General  will  make  the  requisite  provision  for  transportation,  and  the 
Commissary-General  will  provide  subsistence  for  them,  or  when  the 
masters  supply  food  to  their  slaves  will  commute  at  the  rates  allowed 
to  soldiers  in  the  service.  The  officers  placed  in  charge  of  the  slaves 
will  cause  proper  rolls  to  be  made  and  direct  the  appraisement  of  the 
slaves,  so  as  to  secure  to  the  master,  in  case  of  loss,  the  benefit  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  17th  of  February,  18(54,  relative  to  compensation. 
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A  Uxt  of  counties  upon  which  fo  ]>am'.  a  call  for  i>,000  slaven  for  labor  on  Ihe  fortifications 

to  serve  for  thirty  days. 


County. 

Quota, 

called  lor. 

Credit  by 
number 
t'imiislii'd 
under 
recent, 
calls. 

Quota 

due. 

Comity. 

Quota 
called  for. 

Credit  by 
number 
furnished 
under 
recent 
calls. 

Quota 
due. 

"53 

153 

100 

131 

58 

7'! 

143 

u:(  . 

158 

.''.44 

1  17 

17 

100  I 

Heiirv 

85 

8") 

85 

85  • 

183 

183 

88 

118 

118 

Stauntou  

14 

14  I 

320 

3"0 

lied  ford  

\  82 

182  ! 

42 

4'» 

Botetourt 

57 

57  I 

90 

12 

78 

148 

148  ! 

102 

102 

lliO 

147 

247 

247 

180 

180  i 

''0 

20 

l!0 

17 

13  i 

105 

o-> 

13 

Cnarlot  to  

178 

'     178  | 

l>riiico  l£tl\var<l    -- 

120 

120 

Chesterfield 

149 

149  1 

Patrick 

;j7 

37 

Cumberland  

127 

101 

26  1 

I*ula.ski   

32 

32 

130 

130  | 

54 

54 

80 

80  1 

77 

77 

74 

80 

OU    | 

20 

20 

Franklin 

117 

117 

46 

46 

Goochlaiid  

115 

115 

Wvthe  

38 

38 

79 

79  1 

Halifax 

295 



295  • 

Total 

4  974 

1  0'*7 

4  162 

172 

172 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 


JNO.  WITHERS, 

djutant-  (ieneral. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 
Richmond,  Fa.,  /September  22,  186-1. 

General  Ix.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern   Virginia: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  20th 
instant  and  to  thank  you  for  the  full  expression  of  your  views  relative 
to  the  impressment  and  supply  of  slaves  for  service  with  the  armies. 
Concurring  in  your  general  views,  I  shall  proceed  at  once  to  impress 
and  collect,  to  the  number  of  20,000,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Con 
gress,  for  employment  with  the  armies.  I  propose  likewise  to  have  all 
free  negroes  of  the  age  for  service  enrolled  and  organized  thoroughly, 
to  be  employed  mainly  in  localities  most  exposed  and  where  there  is 
the  greatest  danger  of  slaves  running  away.  I  think  these  negroes, 
whether  free  or  slave,  had  better  be  arranged  and  organized  into  some 
thing  like  companies,  battalions,  and  regiments,  after  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  English,  with  reference  to  what  they  call  navvies,  or  laborers, 
with  superintendents  and  overseers  in  lieu  of  officers.  From  these 
organizations  appropriate  details  may  be  made,  singly  or  by  squads, 
companies,  or  the  like,  for  the  various  duties  in  which  they  are  intended 
to  be  employed.  Many  advantages,  I  think,  would  result  from  this 
system  in  enabling  us  to  preserve  better  order  and  exercise  more  care 
and  supervision  over  the  negroes  so  employed.  The  requisite  number 
deemed  necessary  might  be  sent  to  the  armies  in  organized  bodies  and 
the  requisite  details  made  by  commanding  officers.  Orders  will  be 
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promptly  issued,  and  as  little  delay  as  possible  be  allowed  in  their 
execution.  I  hope  these  views  may  have  the  concurrence  of  your  hidg- 
ment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDOX, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

September  ~>~\  18fU. 
General  WADE  HAMPTON, 

Commanding  Cavalry  : 

GENERAL:  General  William  Lee's  note  of  to-day  forwarded  by  you 
is  received.  I  presume  Gregg  is  about  making-  an  expedition  or  to 
recruit  his  cavalry.  It  is  possible  he  may  go  north  of  James  River. 
Early  has  met  with  a  reverse  in  the  Valley  and  fallen  back  to  Fisher's 
Hill  (two  miles  above  Strasburg).  Sheridan  confronts  him  and  is 
fortifying.  Wilson's  division  is  moving  up  the  Luray  Valley,  and  is 
opposed  by  Lee's  division  under  Wickham.  Fit/,  Lee  is  wounded.  I 
fear  Wickham  is  too  weak.  Tt  may  be  their  plan  for  Gregg  to  join 
Wilson  this  side  of  the  mountains.  Keep  your  scouts  on  the  alert  and 
be  prepared  to  move  in  any  direction. 
Very  truly, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

•  (ieneral. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  220.  }  Richmond  *  Va.,  September  W,  18(14. 

******* 

XXIV.  The  Third  Battalion  Local  Defense  Troops  having  been  in 
creased  to  ten  companies  will  from  this  day  be  known  as  the  Third 
Regiment  Local  Defense  Troops. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Atitsifttant  Adjutant- General. 


INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 
ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  23, 
General  S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

GENERAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  inclosed  inspection  re 
ports  for  the  mouth  of  August,  and  in  doing  so  would  respectfully 
submit  a  statement  of  facts  explaining  the  delay  as  well  as  the  incom 
pleteness  of  the  reports: 

After  the  commencement  of  active  operations,  Colonel  Murray, 
then  chief  inspector  of  the  army,  wrote  to  the  Department  in  Rich 
mond  that  it  was  impracticable  to  make  inspections  as  prescribed 
by  General  Orders,  Xo.  42,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
during  the  constant  movements  of  a  campaign,  and  that  he  would 
discontinue  them  unless  otherwise  directed.  Xo  answer  being  made  to 
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his  letter  the  silence  was  accepted  as  an  acquiescence  in  his  suggestion 
and  no  inspections  were  made.  On  the  3d  of  August  an  order  was  ad 
dressed  to  Colonel  Murray,  requiring  a  resumption  of  the  inspections 
and  a  transmittal  of  the  reports  as  heretofore  required.  Colonel  M. 
being  absent  sick,  I  issued  the  inclosed  circular*  to  the  corps  inspectors 
in  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  the  order.  Many  causes 
have  operated  to  prevent  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  execution  of  this 
order.  From  General  Early's  command  the  reports  are  necessarily 
meager,  owing  to  the  fact  that  that  corps  has  been  constantly  on  the 
march  or  in'  line  of  battle.  Colonel  Smead,  the  inspector  of  that  army, 
whose  position  and  opportunities  enable  him  to  present  a  general  view  of 
the  condition  of  the  corps,  makes  no  report  and  conveys  no  information  of 
any  sort,  lie  neither  indorses  nor  comments  upon  the  brigade  and  divis 
ion  reports.  The  reports  for  the  last  of  the  month  have  not  been  for 
warded.  1  have  delayed  the  transmittal  of  my  own  report,  hoping  to 
receive  these.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  general  complaint  throughout 
this  command  of  the  indifferent  clothing  of  the  troops,  including  .shoes. 
There  are  no  indorsements  of  the  quartermasters  except  in  one  or  two 
cases,  showing  the  cause  of  this  deficiency,  nor  does  Colonel  Smead 
throw  any  light  on  the  subject.  His  attention  has  been  called  to  this 
omission. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  health  of  this  command  is 
universally  good.  There  is  an  abundance  of  medicines  and  ordnance 
stores,  secured  in  great  part  from  battle-fields.  The  inspectors  have 
made  no  return  of  captured  property,  as  required  by  circular  of  instruc 
tions  from  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  .Richmond.  The  dis 
cipline  is  represented  as  a  general  thing  lax;  not  more  so,  perhaps, 
than  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  Attention  is  called 
to  the  remarks  of  Major  Moore,  inspector  of  Gordon's  division,  from 
which  it  will  appear  that  that  command  had  performed  "from  the  13th  of 
June  to  the  -M)th  of  August  800  miles  of  route  marching,  independent  of 
movements  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  been  engaged  in  seven 
teen  battles  and  skirmishes,  some  of  which  have  lasted  through  two 
and  three  days."  It  will  be  seen  that  none  of  the  reports  are  made 
according  to  the  instructions  at  the  bottom  of  the  third  page  of  the  form. 
Desks  containing  the  records  having  been  left  behind  when  General 
Early  moved  from  Stauntou,  it  was  not  practicable  to  obtain  the  data 
necessary  to  fill  up  all  the  columns  and  thereby  perfect  the  reports. 
Attention  is  called  to  my  indorsements  on  brigade  reports  of  this 
corps. 

First  CWj>.v,  Lieutenant-General  Anderson (Maj.  John  W.  Fairfax,  assist 
ant  adjutant  and  inspector  general). 

Xo  report  has  been  made  by  Major  Fairfax.  lie  and  Major  Latrobe 
accompanied  General  Anderson  to  the  Valley  with  Kershaw's  division. 
IMckett's  and  Field's  divisions  report  directly  to  these  headquarters. 
Inclosed  *  will  please  find  reports  of  inspectors  of  these  divisions. 

Pickett's  division  (Maj.  \V.  Harrison,  inspector),  is  situated  between 
the  James  and  Appoinattox  Elvers,  and  has  suffered  considerably  from 
ague  and  fever,  a  disease  peculiar  to  that  locality.  Corse's  brigade, 
resting  on  James  River,  has  suffered  most.  Attention  is  called  to 
Major  Harrison's  report  and  remarks  of  Surgeon  Guild,  medical  di 
rector  of  the  army.  I  made  a  general  informal  inspection  of  the  whole 
of  this  division  and  a  more  special  inspection  of  Ilunton's  brigade. 

*  Not  foiuidt 
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I  found  the  general  condition  of  trenches,  sinks,  arms,  accoutennents, 
and  clothing  of  General  H.'s  brigade  good.  This  brigade  deserves 
special  mention.  It  was  in  all  respects  most  creditable.  General  H. 
bivouacs  in  the  trenches  with  his  men,  and  is  active  and  vigilant  in 
all  that  is  promotive  of  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  his  command. 
Attention  is  called  to  report  of  brigade  inspector  for  the  strength  of 
the  brigade  and  the  number  of  officers  absent,  by  what  authority, 
&c.  There  is  a  large  proportion  of  absent  disabled  officers  in  this 
brigade.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  they  be  made  to  appear 
before  an  examining  board  for  discharge  or  retirement.  The  same 
thing  should  be  required  of  absent  officers  in  all  the  brigades.  Hun 
dreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  meritorious  young  officers  are  denied  all 
hopes  of  promotion,  because  wounded  officers  long  disabled,  some  for 
more  than  two  years  (see  the  accompanying  lists*),  still  keep  their 
names  upon  the  rolls.  It  is  an  injury  to  the  service  and  a  special 
wrong  inflicted  upon  those  brave  men  who  have  so  long  borne  the 
perils  and  responsibilities  of  command  without  the  corresponding  rank. 
The  prompt  remedy  of  this  evil  will  remove  a  feeling  of  discontent  that 
now  prevails  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  every  brigade  of  the  army. 
Attention  is  called  to  Major  Harrison's  remarks  on  the  subject  of  in 
creased  desertion  in  this  division.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  reports  of 
this  division,  according  to  instructions,  page  3,  are  also  incomplete. 
Hereafter  the  form  shall  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Field's  division  (Major  Masters,  inspector) :  Not  having  been  able  to 
make  a  personal  inspection  of  this  division,  attention  is  called  to  report 
of  Major  Masters.  He  reports  health  good;  the  sick  and  wounded  to 
have  had  most  excellent  attention.  Clothing  and  shoes  are  reported 
needed,  but  are  being  rapidly  supplied;  discipline  is  relaxed  and  the 
command  in  need  of  drilling  and  other  military  instruction.  Damages 
committed  are  said  to  have  been  duly  assessed  (1  fear  that  the  facts 
now  being  investigated  will  prove  Major  Masters  to  have  been  mis 
taken  in  this  last  assertion).  Complaints  have  been  made  by  different 
parties  against  this  division,  the  truthfulness  of  which  will  be  deter 
mined  and  reported  in  my  next  monthly  report.  The  long  absence  of 
this  division  from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  prevents  my  speak 
ing  from  personal  knowledge  of  its  general  condition. 

Third  Cores',  Lieut,  (fen.  A.  P.  Hill  (Maj.  R.  J.  Winyate,'  inupcctor). 

This  corps  is  stationed  in  the  trenches  in  front  of  Petersburg,  com 
posing  the  right  of  our  infantry  line.  During  the  month  of  August 
Major  Wingate,  assistant  inspector-general  of  the  corps,  was  absent  on 
sick  leave;  Captain  Adams,  signal  officer  on  General  Hill's  staff,  acted 
in  his  place.  Captain  A.  has  made  no  report,  but  has  sent  the  accom 
panying  note,*  stating  his  inability  to  make  any  personal  inspections. 
I  do  not  consider  his  reasons  for  not  inspecting  are  sufficient;  with 
proper  energy  and  diligence  two  if  not  three  of  the  divisions  could 
have  been  inspected.  Captain  A.  is  inexperienced  in  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  has  rendered  me  but  little  assistance.  There  has  been  great 
delay  in  transmitting  reports,  all  of  which  had  to  be  returned  on  ac 
count  of  the  errors  they  contained.  (They  were  returned  to-day,  23d 
of  September.)  Major  Wingate  having  returned  to  duty,  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  occasion  for  complaint  in  future. 

Between  the  9th  and  13th  of  August  I  inspected  in  the  trenches  under 
arms  Heth's  division.  General  Heth  had  but  recently  occupied  the  line, 

'  Not  found. 
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which  he  fouud  in  bad  condition,  having  been  badly  policed,  and  full 
of  individual  bomb-proofs  and  covered  ways  that  rendered  it  difficult 
to  keep  in  good  order.  I  lirst  inspected  Brigadier-General  Davis'  bri 
gade,  consisting  of  Twenty-sixth,  Eleventh.  Second,  and  Forty-second 
Mississippi,  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina,  and  Confederate  Battalion. 
The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Col.  A.  E.  Reynolds,  General  Davis 
having  left  a  day  or  two  before  on  sick  leave.  I  found  the  arms  and 
accouterinents  in  very  bad  condition  in  all  the  regiments  except  the 
Second,  Col.  J.  M.  Stone,  and  Eleventh.  Maj.  K.  O.  Reynolds.  In  the 
Second  they  were  good;  in  the  Eleventh  very  good,  clean  inside  and 
bright  outside;  the  accouterinents  attached  to  the  guns,  which  were 
secured  between  pegs  driven  in  the  breast-works.  The  trenches  were 
clean,  and  the  general  appearance  was  neat  and  military.  At  other 
parts  of  the  line  of  the  brigade,  guns  and  bayonets  were  lying  loosely 
about  the  trenches  and  under  the  shelter-tents  of  the  men,  peelings  of 
fruit  and  rinds  of  melons  were  dropped  promiscuously  about  the  trenches, 
which,  together  with  the  accumulated  dirt,  indicated  a  neglect  in  the 
most  necessary  feature  of  cleanliness.  The  Twenty-sixth  Mississippi, 
commanded  by  Capt.  A.  E.  Earley,  was  in  the  most  discreditable  condi 
tion.  Company  I,  Lieutenant  Jackson,  was  the  worst  company  of  the 
regiment.  I  called  the  attention  of  the  officers  to  the  number  of  guns  of 
sick  men  that  had  not  been  turned  in  to  ordnance  officers,  as  required 
by  the  orders.  There  was  much  in  the  appearance  of  the  command  to 
reflect  upon  the  brigade  inspector,  Captain  Cameron,  whom  I  regretted 
to  find  absent,  as  I  wished  to  call  his  attention  to  the  irregularities 
which  he  allowed  to  go  nnreported.  If  he  could* not  correct  them  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  reported  them,  which  he  did  not  do. 

Cooke's  brigade  I  found  in  excellent  order,  as  it  always  is.  I  in 
spected  this  brigade  the  day  General  Cooke  took  command  of  it  at 
Fredericksburg.  I  then  Avas  compelled  to  make  an  adverse  report.  I 
have  inspected  it  three  times  since,  and  each  time  have  found  it  equal 
to  any  in  the  army  in  all  respects.  Whether  in  camp,  in  the  trenches, 
or  on  the  march,  it  is  distinguished  for  its  high  discipline  and  good 
conduct.  I  consider  the  high  state  of  perfection  which  it  has  reached 
attributable  more  to  the  energy  and  devotion  of  its  commander  than 
any  other  cause.  Other  brigades  have  as  good  material,  but  few  bri 
gades  have  so  watchful  and  skillful  a  commander.  The  arms  and  ac- 
couterments  were  so  generally  good  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  fault 
finding  with  any.  The  inspection  was  creditable  in  all  respects  as  if  it 
had  been  made  in  winter  quarters.  Xotes  containing  the  strength  of 
this  brigade,  the  number  of  absent  officers,  and  by  what  authority  ab 
sent,  and  other  points  of  information,  were  made  by  me  in  conjunction 
with  Captain  Grinnell,  the  acting  division  inspector.  Captain  G.  was 
wounded  a  few  days  after  the  inspection  was  made  and  the  notes  mis 
placed.  General  Cooke  declines  to  send  in  a  report  of  his  brigade  on 
the  ground  that  he  is  not  allowed  an  inspector.  For  these  reasons  I 
cannot  furnish  the  facts.  I  took  a  memorandum  of  the  inspection. 

Fry's  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mayo,  is  composed  of  Archer's 
and  Field's  old  brigades,  with  following  regiments:  First,  Seventh,  and 
Fourteenth  Tennessee;  Thirteenth  Alabama;  Second  Maryland  Bat 
talion;  Twenty-second,  Fortieth,  Forty-seventh,  and  Fifty-fifth  Vir 
ginia  Regiments.  After  the  Pennsylvania  campaign.  Field's  old  bri 
gade,  commanded  for  some  time  by  Colonel  Brockeubrough,  and  what 
was  left  of  Archer's  after  his  capture  at  Gettysburg,  were  consolidated 
and  placed  under  command  of  General  II.  11.  Walker,  who  was  wounded 
at  Spotsylvania  Court-House.  Subsequently  General  Fry  took  com- 
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mand,  but  was  himself  wounded  at .  The  day  I  inspected  it,  it 

was  commanded  by  Colonel  Mayo.  It  presented,  as  it  had  done  at  pre 
ceding  inspections,  but  few  evidences  of  discipline.  In  the  Fourteenth 
and  Seventh  Tennessee  guns  and  accouterments  [in]  fair  condition. 
Thirteenth  Alabama,  Colonel  Aiken,  was  in  discreditable  order;  guns 
very  rusty.  Lieut.  G.  W.  Callaway,  Companies  A  and  G,  showed  great 
neglect  in  the  general  appearance  of  his  command.  Lieutenant  Lips- 
comb  was  specially  neglectful  of  police.  In  the  Virginia  regiments  the 
guns  for  the  most  part  were  in  serviceable  order.  Fortieth  Virginia, 
Capt.  H.  E.  Coles,  specially  bad  police.  This  brigade  is  now  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Archer,  who  will  doubtless  improve  the  discipline 
and  general  condition  of  this  command.  The  Tennesseeans  have  never 
been  entirely  satisfied  since  the  consolidation.  General  Archer  is 
almost  idolized  by  them,  and  will,  no  doubt,  harmonize  the  antagonisms 
that  may  have  heretofore  existed.  Improvement  is  already  apparent 
in  this  command  since  the  date  of  my  inspection,  13th  of  August  (now 
23d  of  September). 

MacRae's  brigade,  formerly  commanded  by  General  Kirkland,  consist 
ing  of  Forty-seventh  North  Carolina,  Maj.  W.  C.  Lankford;  Forty- 
fourth,  Maj.  C.  M.  Stedmau;  Twenty-sixth,  Col.  John  R.Lane;  Eleventh, 
Col.  W.  J.  Martin;  Fifty-second,  Maj.  E.  Erson,  1  found  in  good  order, 
in  discipline,  arms,  accouterments,  and  clothing;  police  was  fair.  Gen 
eral  MacRae  had  recently  been  assigned  to  its  command  from  General 
Cooke's  brigade,  and  was  devoting  himself  with  great  energy  to  the 
comfort  and  efficiency  of  his  command  and  the  improvement  and 
strengthening  of  his" line.  General  MacRae  is  a  strict  disciplinarian, 
but  has  secured  in  an  eminent  degree  the  confidence  of  his  men,  as  was 
shown  in  his  successful  charge  at  Reams'  Station  on  25th  of  August. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  report  of  brigade  inspector  for  strength  of  this 
brigade,  the  number  of  officers  absent,  and  by  what  authority,  &c.  I 
have  considered  it  unnecessary  to  attach  a  duplicate  copy  of  these 
statistical  facts  to  this  report,  as  the  brigade  inspector  accompanied  me 
and  noted  these  facts  at  my  instance  in  his  report  which  accompanies 
this. 

Heth's  division  hospital,  Doctor  Hubbardin  charge,  was  inspected  by 
me  about  the  5th  of  September,  in  company  with  Doctor  Breckinridge, 
medical  .inspector  of  the  army,  Doctor  Powell,  medical  director  of  the 
corps,  and  Major  Wingate,  assistant  inspector-general.  We. found  the 
hospital  well  located  in  a  very  beautiful  grove  near  Petersburg,  with 
the  ground  sloping  favorably  for  policing.  With  the  exception  of 
being  too  much  crowded,  the  situation  was  a  good  one.  The  police  was 
very  bad.  In  fact,  no  attention  seemed  to  be  paid  to  cleaning  up  the 
grounds  immediately  in  and  about  the  hospital,  nor  was  proper  atten 
tion  bestowed  upon  the  sinks.  The  ground  between  the  hospital  and 
the  sinks  had  been  used  for  uncleanly  purposes  by  the  patients,  mak 
ing  it  offensive  to  the  sight  as  well  as  the  smell.  In  this  important 
feature  of  cleanliness  there  was  evident  and  inexcusable  neglect  in  the 
management  of  this  hospital.  I  found  the  sickness  of  this  division  was 
on  the  decrease  and  the  diseases  reported  of  a  mild  form.  There  was 
and  had  been  a  sufficient  supply  of  medicines,  except  in  Davis' brigade. 
Strength  of  division,  5,525;  total  number  sick  in  hospital,  37G;  dis 
abled,  32.  The  attention  of  Surgeon  Guild,  medical  director,  and  Gen 
eral  Heth,  and  General  Lee,  Avas  called  to  the  want  of  proper  police  in 
this  hospital. 

Transportation  of  this  division  I  did  not  inspect,  being  disappointed 
two  or  three  times  by  the  weather  and  since  by  the  presence  of  office 
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and  otlior  duties.  The  general  appearance  of  the  animals,  as  seen  on 
the  roads,  at  the  depot,  &c.,  is  good.  Their  general  condition  on  inspec 
tions  heretofore  has  compared  well  with  the  best  in  the  army.  My  daily 
observation  in  riding  through  the  army  confirms  the  report  of  Maj.  R. 
H.  Carter,  chief  inspector  transportation,  that  the  general  condition 
of  transportation  of  the  army  is  good;  considering'  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  campaign,  very  good. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Two  brigades  of  Iletlfs  division,  Cooke's  and  Macltae's,  it  will  be  seen 
are  in  specially  good  order  and  commanded  by  two  most  excellent  offi- 
cers,  who  are  strict  disciplinarians,  but  who  have  great  influence  over 
their  men  in  camp  and  on  the  Held.  Their  spirits  are  specially  good 
since  the  brilliant  victory  which  they,  under  General  Ileth,  achieved  at 
.Reams'  on  25th  of  August.  Archer's  brigade,  which  heretofore  has 
suffered  from  relaxation  of  discipline  from  causes  referred  to,  will  soon 
present  a  marked  improvement  under  the  commander  of  their  choice. 
Davis'  brigade,  which  has  been  less  "distinguished  for  discipline  than 
any  portion  of  the  division,  is  giving  evidence  of  improvement,  as  will 
be  seeu  by  second  inspection  report,  made  on  the  5th  of  September,  and 
to  which  attention  is  called  in  appendix  to  this  report.  This  division 
has  done  hard  and  distinguished  service  during  the  campaign,  and  has 
sustained  very  heavy  losses.  General  Ileth  is  active  and  energetic  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  is  devoting  himself  with  zeal  to  the 
improved  efficiency  of  his  command. 

Mahone's  ami  Wileox's  divisions  have  not  been  inspected  by  me, 
except  with  the  view  of  observing  their  general  police,  which  1  have 
found  to  be  fair.  Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  inspectors' 
reports  of  brigades  in  these  divisions  and  my  indorsements  tjiereon. 

Beauregard's  command  was  inspected  by  me  in  company  with  one  of 
his  inspectors,  Major  Bryan.  Colonel  Roman,  chief  inspector, 'received 
a  circular  from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector-General's  Office,  con 
taining  instructions,  which  he  thought  required  him  to  send  his 
reports  direct  to  Richmond.  He  has  not,  therefore,  transmitted  them 
through  me.  although  he  has,  since  the  army  reached  Petersburg,  been 
reporting  to  and  receiving  orders  from  this  oflice.  Under  this  con 
struction  I  do  not  consider  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  an  official 
report  of  my  inspection  of  Hoke's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 

Artillery:  Attention  respectfully  called  to  reports  [of]  Captain  Dand- 
ridge,  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  as  to  the  wants,  condition,  &c.,  of 
artillery  Third  and  First  Corps.  Captain  1).  reports  large  deficiencies 
in  horses.  Please  see  indorsement  of  Colonel  Corley,  quartermaster 
army,  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  seen  that  Iluger's  and  Llaskell's  bat 
talions,  situated  between  James  and  Appornattox,  have  suffered  very 
much  from  sickness,  principally  ague  and  fever;  clothing  and  equip 
ments  represented  good.  The  artillery  horses  have  been  grazed  and 
fed  some  miles  in  rear  of  the  army.  The  horses  of  only  one  battery 
to  each  battalion  are  kept  with  the  guns.  There  has  been  scarcity  of 
grass,  and  rations  have  been  reduced.  In  addition,  the  flies  have  been 
uuprecedentedly  annoying,  rendering  it  impossible  for  horses  to  fatten. 
Owing  to  these  reasons,  as  well  as  in  some  cases  positive  neglect,  the 
artillery  horses  of  the  army  are  generally  thin.  Xo  reports  have  been 
forwarded  from  artillery  of  Early's  command. 

Cavalry:  No  reports  have  come  in  from  the  cavalry,  notwithstand 
ing  the  circular  of  3d  of  August,  issued  from  this  office,  requiring  them 
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to  be  made.  Having  waited  until  this  date.  23d  of  September,  without 
hearing  from  them,  I  have  called  upon  the  inspectors  for  an  explana 
tion  of  their  silence.  Since  the  reorganization  of  the  cavalry  into  a 
corps,  which  has  recently  occurred,  Major  Veuable,  assistant  adjutant 
and  inspector  general,  has  been  assigned  as  chief  inspector  of  the 
corps.  Major  V.  was  formerly  in  that  position  under  General  Stuart, 
and  rendered  efficient  service.  He  is  zealous  and  energetic  in  the  dis 
charge  of  his  duties,  and  will  no  doubt  give  increased  efficiency  to  the 
inspecting  department  of  the  cavalry.  Having  been  unable  to  make 
any  personal  inspections  of  the  cavalry,  and  receiving  no  reports  for 
the  month  of  August,  I  will  defer  for  my  next  report  the  views  sug 
gested  by  the  present  condition  and  necessities  of  that  arm  of  the 
service. 

GENERAL    REMARK*. 

General  orders  and  instructions  from  the  department  require  me,  as 
army  inspector,  to  call  attention  to  the  irregularities  and  deficiencies 
existing  in  the  army  and  the  causes  of  the  same.  In  compliance  with 
these  instructions,  1  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  the 
conviction,  that  has  strengthened  with  my  experience  as  inspector,  that 
the  source  of  almost  every  evil  existing  in  the  army  is  due  to  the  diffi 
culty  of  having  orders  properly  and  promptly  executed.  There  is  not 
that  spirit  of  respect  for  and  obedience  to  general  orders  which  should 
pervade  a  military  organization  of  such  size  and  upon  whose  perfection 
ol  discipline  such  great  issues  of  lite  and  liberty  depend.  In  my  opin 
ion,  officers  of  all  grades  and  departments  are  more  or  less  to  blame, 
but  the  brigade  commander,  more  than  any  one  else,  is  at  fault  and 
possesses  in  a  greater  degree  the  power  to  control  and  correct  the  evils 
resulting  from  this  tendency  to  neglect  of  duty.  Upon  him  rests  the 
greatest  responsibility,  for  the  brigade  is  really  the  unit  organization 
of  the  army,  and  reflects  the  character  and  qualifications  of  its  com 
mander.  Indeed,  the  brigadier  makes  the  brigade.  If  he  does  his 
duty,  the  evidences  are  at  once  apparent  in  the  superior  discipline 
and  efficiency  of  his  command.  If  he  holds  his  colonels  to  a  strict 
accountability,  the  colonels  will  look  to  their  captains,  the  captains  to 
their  lieutenants,  the  commissioned  to  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  thus  then  is  that  distinct  division  of  responsibility  denned  and  con 
templated  by  the  regulations.  The  proof  of  this  view  is  in  the  fact  that 
in  the  same  division  will  be  found  one  brigade  with  its  complement  of 
bayonets  and  its  guns  always  bright,  whilst  another  just  by,  with 
originally  the  same  number,  has  no  bayonets  and  its  guns  invariably  in 
bad  order;  one  will  not  allow  the  burning  of  rails  or  other  depredations 
of  property,  whilst  the  adjoining  brigadier  of  the  same  command  says 
the  evil  cannot  be  stopped ;  one  holds  his  colonels  responsible  for  Govern 
ment  property,  whilst  the  other  says  it  is  impossible  to  bring  volunteers 
to  such  a  high  state  of  discipline.  The  illustration  might  be  extended 
to  show  that  an  army  with  good  brigadiers  will  have  good  discipline, 
and  that  without  them  the  best  troops  deteriorate.  The  greatest  evil 
that  flows  from  this  laxity  in  the  execution  of  orders  is  straggling.  It 
is  the  parent  of  almost  every  other  irregularity  that  affects  the  army, 
and  contributes  more  than  all  others  to  injure  its  good  name.  If  the 
orders  governing  this  subject  were  rigorously  enforced  by  general  offi 
cers,  thousands  of  muskets  would  be  heard  in  every  tight  that  are  now 
never  fired,  and  the  disgraceful  depredations  committed  upon  private 
property  would  be  unknown.  General  Orders,  Xo.  110,  Army  Head- 
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quarters,  1802,  requires  the  inspection  of  arms  and  roll-call  at  the  begin 
ning  and  close  of  every  march,  and  that  all  absentees  be  reported.  A 
more  important  order  was  never  issued,  yet  it  is  very  generally  neg 
lected  throughout  the  army.  The  order  requiring  general  officers  to 
ride  frequently  along  their  columns,  personally  inspecting  the  order  of 
march,  is  also  too  generally  neglected.  They  remain  for  the  most  part 
at  the  head  of  their  troops,  rarely  seeing  to  the  straggling  of  their  men. 
Attention  is  called  to  circular  issued  from  this  office,  of  the  5th  of 
September,  requiring  inspectors  to  report  hereafter  to  this  office  the 
manner  in  which  different  marches  have  been  conducted  and  the  meas 
ures  adopted  by  their  respective  generals  to  correct  the  irregularities 
reported.  If  the  inspectors  fail  to  make  the  report,  they  will  be  brought 
before  a  court-martial  for  trial  for  disobedience  of  orders.  The  neces 
sity  for  reform  in  the  marching  of  troops  requires  that  stringent  meas 
ures  be  adopted. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  report  a  number  of  officers  to  the  general 
commanding  for  violating  the  orders  requiring  all  property  captured  on 
battle-fields  to  be  turned  over  to  the  chiefs  of  the  respective  depart 
ments.  Horses  captured  from  the  enemy  are  in  most  cases  appropriated 
by  the  officers  of  the  command  capturing  them.  The  chief  quarter 
master  of  the  army  is  responsible  for  the  transportation  of  the  army, 
and  should,  under  instructions  of  the  general  commanding,  have  the 
sole  distribution  of  Government  animals.  Attention  is  respectfully 
called  to  instructions  to  inspectors  on  this  subject  of  the  28th  of  July. 
Orders  regulating  the  settlement  of  damages  done  private  property  arc 
frequently  neglected.  To  insure  a  compliance  hereafter  and  to  ascer 
tain  the  guilty  party  when  there  is  neglect,  inspectors  are  required 
(see  circular  September  .">)  to  forward  tn-monthly  certificates  with  their 
reports,  stating  on  whose  property  their  commands  have  encamped  the 
ten  days  preceding,  the  condition  of  the  property  when  first  occupied, 
and  at  the  time  of  breaking  up  camp,  and  whether  damages  inflicted 
have  been  settled  according  to  the  provisions  of  General  Orders,  Xo.  20. 
The  inspectors  of  the  army  have  not  contributed  as  much  to  the  repres 
sion  of  the  evils  and  irregularities  referred  to  above  as  the  orders  de 
fining  their  duties  contemplated.  The  chief  reason  for  this  delinquency 
is  that  inspectors  have  been  too  generally  considered  and  used  by  their 
generals  as  members  of  their  personal  staff.  They  have  not  been 
encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  their  legitimate  and  prescribed  duties, 
but  have  been  in  many  cases  ordered  to  do  the  work  of  adjutants  and 
aides-de-camp.  The  functions  of  the  two  offices  are  directly  conflicting; 
indeed,  their  duties  are  in  many  important  particulars  incompatible. 
The  duties  of  adjutant  are  at  the  desk  and  by  the  side,  or  bearing  the 
orders  of  his  general;  those  of  inspector  are  supervisory  in  their  nature, 
and  keep  him  moving  constantly  along  and  through  his  command,  seeing 
to  the  general  execution,  and  reporting  all  violations  of  orders  and 
regulations.  He  is  thus  taken  from  the  presence  of  his  commander, 
when  as  adjutant  he  is  required  at  his  side.  To  correct  this  evil  I  called 
the  attention  of  inspectors,  in  circular  from  this  office  of  the  Oth  of  July, 
to  the  fact  that  they  did  not  belong  to  the  personal  staff,  but  would  be 
required  to  discharge  the  duties  prescribed  in  orders  from  army  head 
quarters  of  January,  1803.  Notwithstanding  these  orders  generals  still 
use  inspectors  as  adjutants-general.  I  would  respectfully  call  the 
attention  of  the  Department  to  the  embarrassments  resulting  from  this 
course.  By  this  system  inspectors  are  taken  from  the  control  of  the 
chief  inspector  of  the  army  and  become  subject  to  the  orders  alone  of 
their  generals.  It  practically  relieves  them  from  the  functions  as  well 
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as  the  responsibilities  of  their  position.  It  furnishes  an  excuse  for  the 
neglect  of  the  duties  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  which  they  were  com 
missioned,  and  offers  every  assurance  of  protection  against  its  penalties. 
The  tendency  of  such  a  policy  is  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  depart 
ment  and  the  usefulness  of  its  officers.  I  would  suggest  that  aides-de 
camp  be  required  to  act  in  place  of  adjutants-general  when  the  latter 
are  absent  from  wounds  or  other  causes.  This  could  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  service  or  interference  with  the  officers  of  another  depart 
ment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

II.  E.  PEYTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

APPENDIX. 

/Second  Inspection  Davits'  Brigade. 

On  the  5th  of  September  I  made  a  special  inspection  of  Davis'  brigade. 
There  was  a  marked  improvement  in  all  respects  since  my  inspection 
three  weeks  previous.  General  Heth  had  ordered  frequent  inspections 
in  the  meantime  and  their  beneficial  effects  were  manifest  in  the  gen 
erally  improved  condition  of  the  command.  The  guns,  accouterments, 
•and  trenches  were  equal  to  any  on  the  line.  The  Twenty-sixth  Missis 
sippi  Regiment,  which  was  not  only  the  worst  in  the  brigade,  but  whose 
guns  and  accouterments  were  in  discreditable  condition  before,  now 
excelled  any  regiment  in  the  brigade.  There  was  nothing  indeed  in  the 
appearance  and  condition  of  the  brigade  about  which  I  could  find  fault. 
Having  had  to  complain  of  so  many  things  at  my  first  inspection  of  the 
brigade,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  make  a  favorable  report  at 
this  time,  and  to  note  the  decided  improvements  that  have  taken  place. 

II.  E.  PEYTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  }        HDQKS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  RICHMOND, 

No.  43.  ji  Richmond,  September  ~V>',  186-1. ' 

By  direction  of  General  Braxton  Bragg  the  hospitals  and  all  officials 
thereto  attached  within  the  limits  of  the  post  of  Richmond,  and  in  its 
vicinity,  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  M. 
Gardner,  commanding  post,  &c. 

By  order  of  Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell: 

L.  R.  PAGE, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

September  2 
General  BRAGG, 

Commanding : 

GENERAL:  Will  you  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject 
of  a  conversation  with  you  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in 
Richmond  last  in  reference  to  some  of  my  officers?  I  have  recom 
mended  Brigadier-General  Butler  for  promotion,  and  as  General  Lee 
tells  me  that  he  has  concurred  in  this  recommendation,  1  hope  that 
action  will  be  taken  in  this  case  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  interests 
of  the  service  require  that  this  matter  should  be  settled  at  once,  and 
General  Butler's  conduct  in  command  of  his  division  on  several  recent 


CHAI-.  Liv.j  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. CONFEDERATE.  1279 

occasions  proves  liiin  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  command  it  I  should 
still  urge  his  promotion  even  at  the  risk  of  losing  the  services  of  the 
other  two  brigadier  generals  of  the  division,  highly  as  1  appreciate 
their  services  and  anxious  as  I  am  to  see  these  services  rewarded  also 
by  promotion.  I  hope  that  in  the  reorganixation  of  the  cavalry  both 
llosser  and  Young  may  be  able  to  obtain  larger  commands  than  they 
now  hold.  The  other  matter  in  which  you  were  kind  enough  to  promise 
your  assistance  was  in  connection  with  my  former  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  Maj.  T.  G.  Barker,  who  has  been  with  me  since  the  war  began 
and  from  whom  1  am  very  unwilling  to  part.  I  have  asked  for  his  pro 
motion  to  a  lieutenant-colonelcy,  and  as  my  staff  officers  have  all  the 
labors  and  duties  pertaining  to  a  corps  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask 
for  them  the  rank  belonging  to  staff  officers  of  a  corps.  If  Major 
Barker  can  be  promoted  and  transferred  to  the  line  I  shall  cheerfully 
give  him  up,  but  if  no  position  in  the  line  can  be  found  for  him  I  trust 
that  he  may  be  promoted  and  assigned  to  duty  with  me.  With  him  I 
would  not  have  a  larger  staff  than  is  allowed  to  corps  commanders. 
Hoping  that  you  may  find  it  in  your  power  to  promote  my  wishes  in 
these  matters, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WADE  HAMPTON. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,   T«.,  /September  23,  1864. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Commanding,  <Cr. .- 

GENERAL:  I  have  had  lately  representations  from  several  sources, 
and  among  them  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  that 
many  outrages  are  being  committed  in  the  district  beyond  the  Clio  wan 
River  by  detached  parties  of  soldiers,  said  mainly  to  be  of  the  Fifteenth 
Virginia  Cavalry,  who  are  roaming  about,  levying  contributions  and 
committing  depredations  upon  the  people.  They  are  in  all  probability 
bands  of  deserters  or  stragglers,  who  are  enabled  to  practice  these  out 
rages  with  impunity  by  holding  out  the  character  of  authorized  bodies 
of  Confederate  soldiers.  I  am  told  the  district  might  be  visited  with 
out  much  danger  by  some  regular  cavalry  or  other  force  from  your 
command,  and  by  their  instrumentality  these  disorderly  and  plundering 
bands  be  broken  up  and  the  deserters  returned  to  their  commands. 
You  can  best  judge  of  the  feasibility  of  such  course,  and  I  only  write 
to  invite  your  attention  specially  to  it,  and  to  suggest  that  such  relief 
may  be  afforded  as  in  your  judgment  maybe  done  with  safety  and  con 
sistency  to  more  important  interests. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[First  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  '24,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Brigadier-General  Baker  for  his  information 
and  action. 

General  Baker  will  take  such  steps  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for 
the  correction  of  the  evils  complained  of  and  will  report  the  result  to 
these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

.JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  SECOND  DIST.,  DEPT.  OF  N.  C.  AND  SOUTHERN  VA., 

Goldsborough,  September  ^.S,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Gaillard,  commanding  at  Weldon, 
who  will  please  report  if  any  troops  are  in  this  section  under  orders, 
and  whether  he  can  send  any  for  the  purpose  specified  in  the  above 
indorsement. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Baker: 

J.  C,  McRAE, 
Assist  a n t  A<ljit ta n t- General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wcldon,  N.  C..  September  30,  1864. 
Respectfully  returned. 

There  are  no  troops  beyond  the  Blackwater  that  I  am  aware  of;  at  all 
events,  none  that  receive  orders  through  this  oth'ce.  I  would  respect 
fully  state  that  it  is  impossible  forme  to  send  any  troops  in  that  region. 
I  applied  for  a  company  of  cavalry  a  fe\v  days  since  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  them  there,  and  would  suggest  that  a  company  there  would  do 
more  good  and  probably  take  more  deserters  than  on  the  Roanoke. 

P.  C.  GAILLARD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

JlDQus.  SECOND  DIST.,  DEFT.  OF  X.  C.  AND  SOUTHERN  VA., 

Qoldsborough,  October  5T  186-1. 
Respectfully  returned. 
A  company  of  cavalry  has  been  sent  to  that  section. 

L.  S.  BAKER, 
Brigadier-  General. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

October  22,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
For  General  R.  E.  Lee: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilminyton,  September  ~>1,  1864. 

General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  Petersburg: 
GENERAL:  I  have  received  your  letter,  handed  me  by  General  Beau- 
regard,  this  morning.  As  to  labor,  I  have  used  every  exertion  for  the 
past  year  to  procure  sufficient,  but  with  very  indifferent  success;  four 
precious  months  in  the  spring  were  lost  by  the  whole  of  my  small  force 
of  negroes  being  taken  away.  I  succeeded  at  last  in  procuring  orders 
for  all  free  negroes  to  be  enrolled.  At  present  only  800  have  been 
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received,  Owing  to  desertions  daily  and  sickness  the  force  at  work  is 
short  of  <!00.  1  have  work  for  2,000  and  upward,  and  it  is  very  press 
ing'.  The  Conscript  Bureau  was  ordered  to  enroll  the  free  negroes,  and 
if  the  number  proved  insufficient  to  impress  the  slaves.  An  order 
to  those  officers  would,  perhaps,  stir  them  up.  Our  need  is  very  great. 
Provision  ought  to  be  made  to  clothe  and  pay  these  negroes.  The 
quartermaster  and  engineer  departments  are  six  months  in  arrears  here. 
The  first  to  the  amount  of  $2,500,000,  the,  latter  to  S~>00,000.  I  have 
been  compelled  to  address  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  directly  on  the 
subject.  This  occasions  great  distress  among  the  free  negroes  and 
their  families,  and  is  no  doubt  the  cause  of  their  continual  desertions. 
With  regard  to  the  new  lines  proposed,  the  works  about  the  city  can 
only  be  taken  in  hand  by  a  largely  increased  force  of  negroes.  Those 
for  the  positions  of  supports  at  Sugar  Loaf,  near  Fort  Fisher,  and  Piney 
Point  and  Lockwood's  Folly  should  be  put  up  only  by  the  troops  in 
position  at  those  points,  and  to  construct  them  and  have  them  unoccu 
pied  would  be  dangerous  and  troops  should  be  there  now.  Every 
available  man  at  present  is  employed  in  finishing  the  forts  and  strength 
ening  them,  and  in  putting  up  the  additional  guns  which  have  arrived. 
The  city  garrison  is  on  guard  every  night.  In  connection  with  the 
subject  of  your  letter,  I  beg  you  will  send  to  General  Gilmer  for  a  very 
good  letter  of  General  Hebert's  on  the  defense.  Taken  with  the  map 
you  will  be  fully  possessed  of  the  conditions  and  necessities  of  the 
defenses.  The  map  left  with  you  by  General  Beauregard  was  unfin 
ished  and  taken  by  mistake.  I  beg  you  will  return  it  when  copied. 
The  scale  is  1-80000  and  the  cardinal  points  are  shown  by  the  parallels. 
I  have  called  on  the  Governor  for  aid. 
Very  respectfully, 

w.  n.  c.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I  beg  leave  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  fitting  out  and 
sending  from  this  port  two  blockade  runners  as  privateers.  They  had 
much  better  be  employed  in  bringing  in  supplies  for  your  army.  If 
they  could  be  made  vessels  of  war,  could  cope  at  all  with  any  of  the 
enemy's  cruisers,  could  aid  in  the  least  in  the  defense,  could  break  up 
the  blockade,  or  do  anything  save  destroy  some  few  of  the  enemy's  ves 
sels,  all  put  together  not  worth  one  cargo  from  abroad  for  the  support 
of  the  war;  nothing  should  be  spared  to  fit  them  out.  But  the  fact  is 
just  the  reverse.  The  expedition  of  the  Tallahassee  has  greatly  in 
creased  the  danger  to  this  place.  It  has  doubled  the  number  of  the 
enemy  off  this  coast  and  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade;  it  has  made 
your  reception  of  supplies  very  precarious:  it  has  attracted  the  atten 
tion  of  the  enemy  here,  Hushed  with  their  success  at  Mobile;  it  has 
caused  the  loss  of  the  fine  steamer  Advance,  the  fastest  and  best  of  the 
trade,  in  consequence  of  the  latter  being  obliged  to  transfer  all  her  tine 
English  coal  to  the  Tallahassee,  and  take  North  Carolina  coal  instead, 
and  brought  the  whole  pressure  of  the  Northern  press  to  bear  upon 
the  speedy  capture  of  this  place.  On  the  other  hand,  accomplished 
nothing  but  the  burning  of  a  few  ships  and  smacks  on  the  coast  of 
New  England.  This  ship  and  another  are  now  being  fitted  out  for  an 
other  cruise.  All  the  vessels  in  port,  although,  under  contract  with 
the  Government  to  bring  in  supplies,  are  to  be  compelled  to  give  up 
their  coal  to  such  an  extent  as  will  endanger  their  safety  very  much. 
If  the  officers,  guns,  and  men  can  be  spared  for  an  expedition  of  this 
kind,  they  can  surely  be  applied  better  to  the  defense  of  this  place,  to 
81  R  R — vox,  iLii,  PT  ii 
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aid  in  picketing  and  guarding  the  river  now  so  much  exposed,  and  to 
man  the  batteries  which  are  so  much  in  need  of  men.  £  beg  that  you 
will  have  this  matter  considered.  It  is  in  every  respect  a  grave  one. 
I  am  satisfied  not  only  that  General  Beauregard  agrees  with  me,  as  do 
the  officers  of  the  navy  here,  and  the  entire  community. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  -H.  C.  WHITING. 

[First  indorsement.  1 

HEADQUARTERS, 

October  J,  1864. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  request 
that  orders  be  given  the  enrolling  officers  to  expedite  as  much  as 
possible  the  enrolling  of  the  negro  force.  The  attention  of  the  Depart 
ment  is  invited  to  General  Whiting's  remarks  as  regards  the  use  of  the 
naval  force  in  the  defense  of  Wilmington. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

OCTOBER  6, 1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  invit 
ing  his  attention  to  the  postscript  of  General  Whiting's  letter. 

J.  A.  SEDUOX. 

[Third  indorsement. | 

Respectfully  returned  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

General  Whiting  has  evidently  not  considered  the  subject  of  the 
employment  of  the  t\vo  vessels  to  which  he  refers.  Had  he  looked  at 
.the  structure  of  these  vessels  and  the  effect  of  the  Tallahassee's  cruise 
in  its  broad  light,  he  would  not  have  expressed  the  opinions  he  has.  I 
am  not  aware  that  this  vessel  destroyed  any  smacks,  either  on  the  coast 
of  New  England  or  elsewhere. 

S,  R.  MALLORY, 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  X.  C.,  September  24,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Governor  VANCE, 

Raleigh : 

SIR*  Can  you  do  anything  for  Wilmington  in  the  way  of  labor!    I 
have  most  important  work  to  do  on  Bald  Head  and  at  Caswell— work 

that  is  essential  to  the  safety  of  this  place.     In  the  spring  all  negroes 

the  whole  of  the  very  small  force  sent  here— were  taken  away  and  four 
months  of  precious  time  were  lost.  Of  the  free  negroes  ordered  to  be 
enrolled,  I  have  been  able  to  get  but  800,  and  many  of  these  have 
deserted  and  many  are  down  in  sickness.  If  you  can  do  anything  to 
aid  in  this  matter,  I  beg  you  will  do  it  quickly.  There  is  another  sort 
of  help  wanted:  we  must  have  troops  here;  all  the  labor  and  all  the 
fortifications  and  all  the  engineering  skill  in  the  country  will  not  be  able 
to  save  this  place  without  an  adequate  force.  At  no  time  since  the-, 
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war  began  has  the  force  to  defend  Wilmington  been  so  small  as  it  is 
now;  at  no  time  has  it  been  in  greater  danger.  You  know  the  posi 
tion  of  our  tAvo  great  armies,  and  what  our  chance  is  of  receiving  aid 
by  detaching  troops  from  them.  Even  if  we  could  expect  that,  it 
might  and  probably  would  come  too  late,  or  at  any  rate  after  the  enemy 
might  have  secured  his  foothold,  perhaps  even  cut  off'  the  forts  from 
the  town.  It  is  perfectly  possible  to  do  this.  It  can  only  be  prevented 
by  the  presence  of  troops  in  force.  If  the  enemy  should  be  able  to  cut 
off  the  forts,  no  amount  of  gallantry  or  endurance  on  the  part  of  the 
garrisons  could  save  them,  lor  they  would  eventually  starve.  It  is  no 
more  practicable  to  protect  a  position  like  this,  by  its  garrison  alone, 
from  a  combined  laud  and  naval  attack,  than  to  protect  Richmond  or 
Petersburg  by  their  fortifications  without  the  presence  of  General  Lee's 
army. 

I  am  informed  on  good  authority  that  there  are  10,000  men  in  .North 
Carolina  between  the  military  ages  not  in  service.  Will  not  many  of 
them  come  forward  at  this  time  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  their  own 
homes'?  While  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Confederate  Government  to  pro 
vide  for  the  safety  of  all  vital  points,  no  one  can  help  seeing  that  as 
events  have  gone  lately,  all  its  force  will  have  to  be  concentrated  in  the 
two  great  armies.  We  must  do  our  best  here  to  help  ourselves.  If 
North  Carolina  can  provide  any  aid,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  done  at  once. 
It  is  time  for  all  troops  that  are  to  be  here  to  be  gathering.  One-half 
the  number  before  the  event  will  do  what  double  may  not  be  able  to 
effect  after  the  enemy  makes  his  appearance.  Let  these  LO.OOO  men  come 
out  for  three  months  until  the  winter  may  release  some  of  the  veter 
ans.  Their  very  presence  may  avert  attack.  I  have  been  laboring 
now  for  nearly  two  years  to  procure  guns  and  put  up  forts.  Neil  her 
guns  nor  forts  will  avail,  nor  engineering,  without  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.   WHITING, 

Major-General. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  General 
Lee,  handed  me  by  General  Beauregard,  who  has  just  passed  through 
south,  in  which  he  says  the  force  of  negroes  must  be  increased.  Lie 
says  further  that  I  "  must  rely  for  re-enforcements  from  the  reserve 
forces  of  the  State,  and  the  increase  to  your  rank  and  tile  from  the  con 
scripts."  The  case  is  before  you  now  for  such  aid  as  you  can  render. 


HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

Petersburg,  Va.,  September  24,  1864. 

Maj.  G.  C.  BROWN. 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  : 

SIR:  I  send  you  the  original  application  of  General  Archer  to  have 
Johnson's  old  brigade  consolidated  with  his  own.     Please  inclose  this 
with  the  paper  forwarded  on  the  same  subject  the  other  day.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  FOOTE, 
-.Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Brawn,  September  20,  p.  12(>3. 
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[Inclosure.  ] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARCHER'S  AND  WALKER'S  BRIGADES, 

August  27,  186-1. 

Col.  W.  II.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  the  transfer  of  the  Tennessee 
brigade  (late  Bushrod  Johnson's)  to  my  brigade.  The  Tennesseeans  of 
my  command  who  are  anxious  for  this  transfer,  and  have  asked  me  to 
apply  for  it,  assure  me  that  it  is  equally  the  desire  of  Bushrod  John- 
sou's  brigade.  Johnsou's  brigade  is  on  provost  duty  in  Richmond. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ARCHER, 
Brigadier  General. 

[First  indorsement.) 

HEADQUARTERS  HETH'S  DIVISION, 

August  27,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded  and  recommended  to  the  favorable  consider 
ation  of  the  general  commanding.  I  suggest  that  Walker's  old  brigade 
be  put  on  the  duty  Johnson's  brigade  now  performs.  Walker's  brigade 
is  much  reduced,  and  being  a  Virginia  brigade,  stationary  and  near 
their  homes,  would  till  up.  It  numbers  now  000  men  for  duty. 
Respecttully, 

H.  HETH, 

Major- General. 

[Secoml  iudorsi'zuoiit.] 

HEADQUARTERS  THIRD  ARMY  CORPS, 

August  38,  1864. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  recommended. 

It  is  certainly  advisable  to  brigade  together  all  the  Tennessee  troops 
in  this  army. 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Lieutenant- General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

August  30,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Beauregard  for  remarks. 
By  order  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR. 

[Fourth  indorsement.) 

AUGUST  31, 18G4. 

Respectfully  returned  to  army  headquarters. 

The  Tennessee  brigade,  known  as  Johnson's,  is  now  in  the  Department 
of  Richmond,  under  Lieutenant-General  Ewell. 
For  General  Beauregard: 

JNO.  M.  OTEY, 
Assistan t  A <lju tant- General. 
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.  [Fiftli  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  1,  1804. 
Respectfully  returned. 

It  was  known  that  this  brigade  is  at  this  time  in  the  Department  of 
Richmond.  As  it  constitutes  a  part  of  Johnson's  division  and  is  only 
temporarily  detached,  the  application  for  its  transfer  to  another  com 
mand,  by  exchange,  was  submitted  for  the  views  of  General  Beaure- 
gard.  The  exchange  is  deemed  advisable. 
By  order  of  General  Lee: 

W.  IT.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  ;>,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Johnson. 
By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Colonel  and  AsxiHtant  Adjutant- General. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  BRIGADE, 

Signal  Hill,   I?/.,  September  .9,  186-1. 

Respectfully  referred  by  direction  of  Major-General  Johnson  for  the 
views  of  regimental  commanders. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Hughs,  commanding  brigade: 

WALTER  WEIR, 
.1  xxixtant  Adjutant- General. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

HDQRS.  ITTH  AND  2.'3n  TENNESSEE  REGIMENTS, 

Signal  Hill,  September  ,9,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned. 

From  my  long  connection  with  what  is  known  as  General  B.  R.  John 
son's  old  brigade,  and  from  recent  expressions  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  brigade,  I  am  justified  in  say 
ing  in  their  behalf,  and  on  my  own  part,  that  we  are  not  willing  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  that  will  in  any  way  destroy  our  identity  as 
a  brigade.  We  are  now  in  the  Department  of  Richmond,  under  Lieu 
tenant- General  Ewell,  but  not  in  Richmond  on  provost  duty,  as  stated 
by  General  Archer.  In  my  opinion  the  consolidation  of  this  brigade 
with  any  other  brigade,  and  more  especially  with  one  in  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  to  which  we  do  not  properly  belong,  would  be  inju 
rious  to  the  service  in  several  ways.  Each  regiment  in  this  brigade 
has  three  times  recruited  its  often  thinned  and  decimated  ranks  to  the 
maximum,  prescribed  by  law,  and,  though  now  much  reduced  by  the 
many  recent  engagements  which  it  has  been  in,  it  can  again  be  recruited 
to  the  maximum  number  if  allowed  to  return  to  Tennessee  or  remain 
where  we  are  a  sufficient  time  for  our  friends  to  learn  our  whereabouts. 

II.  READY, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel. 
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[Xinlh  indorsement.  | 

• 

HDQRS.  44TH  AND  25Tii  TENNESSEE  REGIMENTS, 

Signal  Hill,  September  11,  18(i-i. 

Respectfully  disapproved. 

This  brigade  lias  existed  as  an  organization  for  over  two  years.  We 
have  earned  an  enviable  reputation,  both  for  discipline  and  good  con 
duct  on  the  field  of  battle.  1  have  consulted  with  my  officers  and  men, 
and  they  are  unanimously  opposed  to  any  consolidation  or  transfer, 
even,  temporarily,  and  express  a  commendable  desire  to  recruit  their 
shattered  ranks.  This  can  be  easily  accomplished  if  time  and  oppor 
tunity  is  given.  In  my  opinion  this  will  be  the  first  Tennessee  brigade 
recruited  after  our  occupation  of  Middle  Tennessee  if  allowed  to  remain 
in  its  present  organization.  At  present  we  are  on  outpost  duty  in  front 
of  Signal  Hill  and  doing  good  service.  When  our  prisoners — about 
500  in  number — are  exchanged,  and  our  convalescents,  sick,  and  slightly 
wounded — in  number  about  450 — return,  we  will  have  more  than  ail 
average  brigade.  All  we  ask  of  the  Department  is  to  allow  us  to  retain 
our  identity  for  a  time  sufficient  to  demonstrate  what  energy  can  do 
toward  recruiting  a  command,  even  with  our  State  under  the  heel  of 
our  oppressors.  I  believe  a  transfer  of  this  brigade  would  prove 
seriously  injurious  to  the  service,  as  already  two  of  my  men  have 
deserted  to  the  enemy  since  this  question  has  been  agitated.  I  doubt 
whether  any  single  brigade  of  five  regiments  in  the  Confederate  armies 
can  show  as  many  names  on  their  muster-rolls  since  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  or  boast  a  longer  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  or  the  mimes 
of  more  battle-fields  on  their  colors,  than  B.  R.  Johnson's  brigade. 
Certainly  such  a  record  should  entitle  these  veterans  to  protest  against 
any  interference  with  their  identity. 

R.  B.  SNOW  DUX, 
Lieutenant -Colonc^  Connie/.  Lith  and  2~>tk  Tennewe  Rcyirnvnts. 

[  Tenth  indorsement.  | 

HEADQUARTERS  SIXTY-THIRD  TENNESSEE  REGIMENT, 

Signal  Hill,  September  /.?,  1864. 
Respectfully  disapproved. 

Having  ascertained  the  animus  of  the  command  respecting  the 
change  proposed,  I  am  able  to  say  that  there  is  not  an  officer  or  private 
in  the  regiment  who  is  not  bitterly  opposed  to  consolidation  or  any 
change  by  which  the  standing  of  the  brigade  would  be  injuriously 
affected,  as  it  must  be  in  this  case  if  the  application  be  successful. 

A.  A.  BLAIR, 
Captain,  Commanding  dirty-third   Tennessee  Regiment. 

[  Eleven  t  h  i  ndorsemen  t .  ] 

HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  BRIGADE, 

Signal  Hill,  September  13,  1864. 

Re?pei  tfully  returned  disapproved. 

±  ttertion  called  to  the  indorsements  of  regimental  commanders, 
from  \\hich  it  will  be,  perceived  that  the  transfer  proposed  by  Brigadier- 
General  Archer  is  by  no  means  "the  desire  of  this  brigade,"  and  this 
being  the  ground  on  which  the  application  is  based,  we  trust  that 
the  War  Department  will  see  fit  to  disapprove  it  and  suffer  us  to  retain 
our  identity  and  remain  where  we  are  in  the  Department  of  Richmond, 
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so  that  in  time  we  may  recruit  our  remaining  350  "effective  men"  to  a 
respectable  brigade  and  prepare  ourselves  to  enter  anew  the  lists  in  the 
struggle  tor  independence. 

JOHN  M.  HUGHS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

I  Twelfth  indorsement.) 

HEADQUARTERS:  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

September  ,•/!>,  18(i-L 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  sentiments  of  the  brigade  are  sufficiently  indicated  in  the 
indorsements.  My  impression  is  that  combination  of  the  brigades  pro 
posed  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  service. 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

Petersburg,   J'«.,  September  2-1,  186  i. 
Col.  G.  W.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

SIR:  I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  improvement  in 
the  line  of  defense  now  occupied  by  my  command.  The  connection  of  the 
line  of  rifle-pits  from  pickets  in  front  of  Wise's  brigade,  extending  from 
the  river  to  the  right,  with  abatis  ten  paces  in  front,  the  line  of  rifle- 
pits  will  thus  be  made  continuous.  They  should  be  sloped  to  the  rear, 
so  as  to  be  tired  into  from  main  parapet,  if  ever  carried  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  earth  thrown  up  in  front  should  be  sloped  to  the  natural  sur 
face  like  a  glacis.  My  troops  are  ready  to  commence  the  work  and  con 
tinue  it  while  they  occupy  the  main  line.  The  enemy  are  working 
constantly  in  front  of  this  part  of  our  lines,  and  are  making  strong  for 
tifications.  I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
mining  on  the  City  Point  railroad  is  not  being  conducted  with  proper 
energy.  The  detail  is  but  small,  and  does  not  work  regularly.  The 
relative  position  of  our  lines  and  those  of  the  enemy  is  peculiar  at  this 
point,  and  seems  to  call  for  special  attention  and  skillful  means  of  de 
fense.  The  mortar  tire  on  our  line  between  the  river  and  the  City 
Point  railroad  is  sometimes  quite  heavy,  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
arrangements  for  response  by  our  mortars.  Mortar  batteries  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Appomattox  would  secure  more  sufety  to  our  men  and 
perhaps  often  silence  the  enemy's  tire.  It  appears  that  the  enemy  are 
strengthening  their  second  line  by  a  wide  and  deep  ditch;  it  is  also 
reported  by  deserters  that  they  are  building  strong  batteries  in  which 
they  propose  to  mount  heavy  columbiads.  This  suggests  the  necessity 
of  similar  works  on  our  line.  At  least  a  ditch  of  such  strength  as  to 
be  a  real  obstacle  might  be  put  in  front  of  our  second  line,  or  even  our 
front  line.  In  front  of  our  8-inch  columbiad  near  the  Norfolk  railroad 
the  enemy  have  three  times  battered  down  our  infantry  breast- works. 
It  seems  necessary  to  make  this  parapet  some  twenty  feet  thick,  which 
can  be  done  by  running  a  ditch  in  front.  In  case  it  is  thought  proper 
to  complete  the  second  line  to  the  river  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
troops  in  reserve  should  do  the  work. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  JOHNSON, 

Major-General. 
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PETERSBURG,  VA.,  September  25,  1S64. 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  S.  EWELL, 

Richmond,  Va. : 

GENERAL:  To  your  communication  of  the  22d  instant,  inclosing 
report  of  an  inspection  of  my  old  brigade,  I  desire  to  make  a  brief  un 
official  response.  The  suggestion  you  have  made  in  regard  to  Governor 
Harris  is  much  better  for  the  brigade  and  for  the  service  than  anything 
that  I  have  anticipated.  I  only  apprehend  that  he  will  not  accept,  or 
that  if  he  should  do  so  it  will  be  with  the  condition  that  he  shall  be 
permitted  to  mount  his  command.  In  the  recommendation  which  I 
made  my  object  was  to  do  the  best  I  could  with  the  material  at  hand. 
On  the  24th  instant  I  addressed  a  communication  to  Maj.  G.  C.  JBrown, 
of  your  staff,  requesting  that  my  letter  recommending  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Snowden  for  brigade  commander  should  be  regarded  as  official 
and  be  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General.  I  shall  be 
entirely  satisfied  if  you  decide  not  to  forward  that  communication. 
Col.  A.  S.  Marks,  formerly  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Kegiineut,  and 
now  a  member  of  the  general  court-martial  for  Forrest's  command,  would 
be  received  by  the  brigade  most  favorably,  if  Governor  Harris  declines. 
Colonel  Marks  is  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best,  regimental  com 
mander  I  have  ever  known  in  the  Confederate  service.  I  should  have 
recommended  him  for  brigade  commander  had  I  thought  that  in  the 
present  reduced  strength  of  the  brigade  the  command  would  have  been 
desirable  to  him.  It  is  also  proper  to  state  that  he  has  lost  his  right 
leg  below  the  knee  in  consequence  of  a  wound  received  at  Murfrees- 
borough.  When  the  brigade  was  in  good  condition,  and  up  to  perhaps 
May  last.  Colonel  Marks  was  desirous  of  being  appointed  to  the  com 
mand.  He  may  indeed  have  the  same  desire  yet.  I  am  ready  to  rec 
ommend  him  before  anyone  else,  as  a  military  man,  possibly  available. 

Colonel  Snowden  informed  me  that  it  is  decided  that  my  brigade  is  a 
part  of  my  division.  If  this  is  so  it  is  no  doubt  desirable  that  1  should 
give  it  more  particular  attention  than  I  have  lately  done.  On  this 
point  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  your  suggestions  and  a  proper  under 
standing.  Hitherto  my  actions  have  been  mainly  confined  to  such 
matters  as  my  former  connection  with  the  brigade  enabled  me  to  judge 
with  perhaps  superior  means  of  information.  Of  Colonel  Hughs  I  have 
clearly  expressed  my  opinion,  founded  on  long  familiarity  with  his 
qualifications  for  office  and  for  command.  I  think  he  should  be  relieved 
of  the  command  of  the  brigade,  for  which  he  is  entirely  disqualified,  and 
that  he  should  be  brought  to  trial.  When  brought  before  a  board 
in  Tennessee  to  relieve  the  army  of  disabled,  disqualified,  and  incom 
petent  officers  Colonel  Hughs  was  pronounced  incompetent  for  the 
command  of  his  regiment,  but  was  retained  simply  because  that  regi- 
mentcould  furnish  no  competent  officer,  and  it  was  believed  that  Colonel 
Hughs  could  better  keep  the  men  together  than  a  new  appointment. 
He  has,  however,  failed  to  keep  his  men  from  deserting,  and  I  believe 
that  there  are  not  now  twenty  effective  men  of  his  regiment  present 
for  duty.  While  I  should  regret  to  see  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
brigade  disappointed  in  regard  to  their  wishes  for  the  preservation  of 
a  distinct  organization,  the  report  of  your  inspector  presents  matters 
very  unfavorable  thereto,  I  confess.  If  Governor  Harris  could  be 
placed  in  command  both  of  Archer's  and  my  brigade  it  would  perhaps 
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give  satisfaction  to  these  commands,  and  in  the  end  gain  increased 
strength  for  them.     With  kind  regards,  and  the  hope  that  we  may  be 
able  to  renew  personally  our  former  acquaintance, 
I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Major- General. 

P.  S. — I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  well  to  completely  reor 
ganize  our  army;  consolidate  regiments,  so  that  every  regiment  from 
each  State  shall  be  at  least  1,000  in  effective  strength,  and  return  all 
supernumerary  om'cers  to  the  ranks. 

B.  R.  J. 


CONFIDENTIAL.]  HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  X.  0.,  September  25,  1864. 
To  His  Excellency  Governor  VANCE, 

Raleigh  : 

SIR:  I  send  for  your  information,  the  following  extract  from  General 
Lee's  letter  to  me  of  the  22d  instant  on  the  defense  of  this  place: 

I  may  as  well  now  state  that  yon  must  rely  for  re-enforcements  from  the  reserve 
force  of  the  State,  and  the  increase  of  your  rank  and  tile  from  the  conscripts.  I 
.should  foe  very  glad  to  send  you  live  veteran  brigades  as  you  desire,  but  it  is  impos 
sible  to  keep  an  army  at  every  point  threatened  sufficient  to  insure  its  safety. 

The  whole  system  of  defense  for  Wilmington  and  its  harbor  is  predi 
cated  on  the  presence  of  a  strong  movable  force,  indeed  no  other  sys 
tem  could  be  provided.  During  the  whole  of  the  war  heretofore,  that 
is  until  the  present  campaign,  it  has  been  considered  necessary  to  keep 
from  one  to  five  brigades  here.  When  Foster's  expedition  threatened 
this  point  8,000  of  the  best  troops  in  the  army  were  sent  here  at  once. 
At  present,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  there  is  no  such  force  here, 
except  some  300  lads  of  the  Junior  Reserves.  You  can  then  readily  see 
why  I  call  upon  the  State  to  send  forward  all  her  available  force.  I 
understand  that  you  express  a  want  of  confidence  in  me  as  command 
ing  general.  To  that  I  have  only  to  say  that  so  Wilmington  is  saved  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  aid  as  far  as  I  am  able  any  of  iny  seniors  who 
may  be  designated  as  more  capable  than  myself  or  more  acceptable. 
Secondly,  no  matter  who  is  here,  were  it  Napoleon  or  General  Lee,  they 
would  have  to  have  troops  to  be  able  to  save  the  place;  and  thirdly,  the 
responsibility  is  now  on  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  and  unless  they 
meet  it,  it  will  not  do  to  throw  it  upon  the  general  or  the  Government 
after  the  event,  should  it  be  disastrous.  1  have  been  and  am  doing 
everything  our  means  will  allow  to  strengthen  and  prepare.  The  more 
labor  and  the  more  time  I  have  the  better.  I  ask  for  all  the  men  you 
can  send  me,  and  all  the  labor;  that  is  to  say,  for  the  latter  to  increase 
my  present  small  force  of  negroes  to  at  least  2,000.  The  troops  should 
be  gathered,  in  order  to  have  them  ready,  armed,  and  organized,  and  on 
the  spot  when  the  enemy  appears. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING-, 

Major-  Gen  eral. 

P.  S. — I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  show  this  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Holmes.  I  have  marked  it  confidential,  as  containing  special 
information. 
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ElE  AD  QUARTERS   ARMY   OF   NORTHERN    VIRGINIA, 

September  ;,'(j,  18(14. 
lion.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarks  of  Major- 
General  Pickett,  contained  in  the  inclosed  letter,  with  reference  to  the 
co-operation  of  the  navy  with  the  land  forces  on  James  River.  I  respect 
fully  recommend  that  the  Navy  Department  be  requested  to  give  such 
directions  to  the  officers  commanding  the  fleet  as  will  enable  them,  by 
agreement  with  General  Pickett.  to  arrange  for  immediate  and  full 
co-operation  between  them  should  it  become  necessary.  The  navy  can 
readily  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  river  at  the  point  indicated 
by  General  Pickett  if  an  understanding  be  come  to  by  which  they  shall 
move  promptly  to  the  spot  upon  being  notified  of  the  existence  of  danger. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1864. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  inviting 
his  attention  to  General  Lee's  letter  and inclosure,  and  requesting  that 
orders  may  be  given  to  secure  full  concert  and  co-operation  with  Gen 
eral  Pickett. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1804. 

Referred  to  Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell  for  attention. 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 

Secretary. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

FLAG-SHIP  VIRGINIA, 
Boulware's  Landing,  September  30,  1864. 

Received  yesterday  and  respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  with  the  letter  accompanying  it  from  General  Pickett. 

The  iron-dads  and  several  of  the  gun-boats  have  been  in  position  at 
Bishop's  since  the  15th  instant  until  yesterday  (except  for  a  few  brief 
hours  to  avoid  the  notice  of  the  exchanged  prisoners  when  coining  down 
the  river)  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Department  for  the  very 
purpose  proposed  in  General  Pickett's  letter,  viz,  to  move  down  to 
oppose  any  movement  of  the  enemy  through  Dutch  Gap  and  to  act 
against  him  anywhere  and  at  anytime  when  it  can  be  done  with  effect. 
The  squadron  was  yesterday  and  is  now  stationed  from  this  point  up 
to  the  pontoon  bridge  above  Chaffin's  Bluff,  to  operate  on  the  enemy; 
its  fire  yesterday  on  the  enemy  at  and  near  Fort  Harrison  is  represented 
to  me  by  General  Anderson  as  being  "very  effective."  Last  night  dis 
positions  were  made  with  an  iron-clad  and  a  gun-boat  below  Bishop's 
to  protect  General  Pickett's  left.  I  have  offered  repeatedly  to  the  com 
manding  generals  on  both  sides  of  the  James  River  to  co-operate  with 
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them,  and  shall  always  be  happy  to  answer  any  calls  for  this  purpose 
and  feel  thankful  for  any  information  which  will  enable  the  squadron 
to  move  promptly  where  its  services  can  be  useful. 

JXO.  K.  MITCHELL, 
Flag-Officer,  Commanding  Jaitiex  River  Squadron. 

[Fourth  inilorsonu'iit.] 

XAVY  DEPART^FENT, 

October  1,  1864. 

Respectfully  returned  to   honorable  Secretary  of  War,  whose  atten 
tion  is  called  to  the  above  indorsement  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell. 

S.  K.  Mf ALLORY], 

Secretary  of  Navy. 

[Fifth  iiiilorseinent.] 

OCTOBER  1,  18G4. 
Noted  with  pleasure. 

J.  A.  SfEDDOX], 

Secre ta  nj. 

[liicloaure.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 
ChexterficM,  September  25,  1864. 
Col.  WALTER  IT.  TAYLOR, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  Xortltcrn  Virginia: 
COLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Colonel  Poague  fired 
ninety-lour  times  on  Friday,  and  only  forty  shots  yesterday.  He  says 
tliat  the  flag-of-truce  boat  came  down  to  Cox's  Wharf  and  remained 
many  hours;  that  it  would  have  to  cross  the  line  of  enemy's  fire,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  draw  the  lire  on  the  boat  loaded  with  our  returned 
prisoners.  In  the  meantime,  Yankee  like,  the  enemy  vigorously  push 
forward  their  work  at  the  Gap.  I  have  already  reported  this  truce.  I 
now  again  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
the  facts.  Something  should  be  done,  some  understanding  come  to. 
Either  another  point  of  exchange  should  be  agreed  upon  or  they  should 
be  compelled  to  desist  working  while  the  flag  is  pending.  As  the  flag 
visits  so  frequently  and  remains  so  long,  it  interferes  materially  with 
our  mortar  practice.  The  firing  of  Colonel  Mayo's  sharpshooters  has 
succeeded  in  keeping  the  enemy  from  the  bank  of  the  river.  A  feeble 
attempt  was  made  to  reply  with  musketry,  which  soon  ceased,  and  the 
enemy  then  shelled  the  pickets  with  mortars,  of  course  without  effect. 
The  tiring  of  the  mortars,  Toague's  and  lingers  8-inch,  has  kept  the 
working  parties  of  the  enemy  very  busy  dodging,  and  their  dredging 
machine  has  come  to  a  stand-still.  If  they  wish  to  complete  the  canal 
they  will  be  compelled  to  occupy  this  bank  of  the  river.  Any  attempt 
to  do  this  ought  to  be  prevented  by  the  gun-boats.  They  certainly  can 
and  ought  to  do  so,  and  I  should  like  much  if  the  commanding  general 
would  have  it  so  understood,  that  when  the  pickets  report  any  endeavor 
to  or  appearance  of  crossing  a  body  of  troops  in  barges,  or  of  laying 
down  a  pontoon,  that  the  fleet  immediately  move  down  to  prevent  it. 
Mayo's  regiment  is  small,  but  with  the  defenses  which  we  will  soon 
have,  it,  with  Poague's  artillery,  will  (with  the  assistance  asked  for 
from  the  fleet)  be  enabled  to  hold  in  check  any  advance  of  the  enemy 
till  we  can  be  re-enforced.  I  regret  to  report  four  deserters  from  the 
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Fifteenth  Virginia,  Corse's  brigade,  last  night.  General  C.  speaks  of 
them  as  among  the  most  reliable  in  the  regiment.  Also,  two  from 
Hunton's  brigade.  I  send  his  own  report  in  the  premises,  to  show  that 
every  effort  is  being  made  to  prevent  this  practice.  Deserter  from  the 
enemy  last  night  (Orders,  Xo.  65),  Canadian,  says  he  was  kidnapped 
with  a  half  dozen  others,  drugged,  and  forced  into  service.  This  is 
evidently  the  way  in  which  the  "quota"  is  made  up.  The  enemy  are 
certainly  put  to  great  straits  to  get  men,  and  by  turning  in  our  detailed 
men  and  employing  negroes  we  will  more  than  equal  them  in  nerve,  if 
not  in  numbers. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  PICKETT, 
Major- Genera /,  Com manding. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  op  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  Xfi,  1864. 
Hon.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

Richmond : 

SIR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose*  a  report  of  Major-General  Pickett 
of  operations  on  his  line,  from  which  you  will  see  that  the  presence  of 
the  tlag-of- truce  boat  at  Cox's  Wharf  interferes  with  the  fire  of  our 
batteries,  and  that  the  enemy  takes  advantage  of  it  to  push  on  his  work 
on  the  canal.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  practicable  to  have  the 
returned  prisoners  delivered  at  any  other  point,  but  respectfully  ask 
that  some  understanding  be  had  between  the  commissioners  on  the 
subject.  It  must  be  agreed  either  that  the  presence  of  the  tiag-of-truce 
boat  must  suspend  working  as  well  as  tiling  on  both  sides,  or  it  must 
be  understood  that  either  party  shall  be  at  liberty  to  tire.  It  is  mani 
fest  that  we  cannot  agree  to  a  state  of  affairs  that  inures  entirely  to  the 
benefit  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Petersburg,  September  26,  1864. 
General  BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Commanding  Confederate  Armies : 

GENERAL:  I  cannot  impress  upon  you  too  strongly  the  imperious 
necessity  of  getting  all  our  men  subject  to  military  duty  to  the  field. 
We  should  have  them  with  the  armies  now.  The  duties  of  the  Enroll 
ing  Bureau  are  the  most  important  in  the  service,  and  every  facility 
should  be  given  to  it  to  increase  our  forces.  1  think  the  officers  should 
be  entirely  relieved  from  the  consideration  of  exempting,  detailing,  or 
recommending  for  light  service.  Let  their  sole  object  and  purpose  be 
to  put  men  into  the  field  and  till  up  our  depleted  regiments.  Let  others 
undertake  their  relief  and  exemption.  The  enemy  are  increasing  their 
forces  in  Virginia,  and  I  presume  in  other  States.  I  get  no  additions. 
The  men  coming  in  do  not  supply  the  vacancies  caused  by  sickness, 
desertions,  and  other  casualties.  If  things  thus  continue  the  most 

*  See  next,  ante. 
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serious  consequences  must  result.  We  shall  have  no  use  for  the  men 
detailed  in  other  branches  of  the  service,  for  agriculture,  &c.,  if  we  are 
driven  from  the  field.  To  show  the  steady  increase  to  General  Grant's 
army,  I  inclose  reports  from  scouts  between  the  13th  and  23d  instant. 
1  do  not  think  the  transports  carry  on  an  average  as  large  a  number  of 
troops  as  the  observers  state — between  250  and  300  in  my  opinion  is 
nearer  the  truth.  According  to  this  diminished  estimate  you  will  per 
ceive  that  within  the  times  specified  about  10,000  men  over  those  he 
has  sent  away  have  been  added  to  General  Grant  here  If  I  had 
negroes  to  replace  the  teamsters,  cooks,  and  hospital  attendants  I 
could  increase  each  division  many  hundred  men.  Unless  they  are  sent 
to  me  rapidly  it  may  be  too  late.  General  Whiting  is  also  in  need  of 
negroes.  Will  you  have  orders  given  in  his  case  also? 
I  aui,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Iv.      I'/,      I.I'.I'v, 

General. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  )         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  228.  )  Richmond,  September  26,  1864. 

******* 

IY.  The  workmen  at  arsenals  and  ordnance  depots  under  charge  of 
the  Ordnance  Bureau  will  not  be  called  from  their  work  for  military 
purposes  without  the  consent  of  the  commanding  officer  of  such  arsenal 
or  depot,  except  on  orders  from  the  War  Department  or  from  the  gen 
eral  commanding  the  department  in  which  the  arsenal  or  depot  is  sit 
uated.  When  so  called  out  the  commanding  officer  of  the  arsenal  or 
depot  may  retain  at  their  work  a  number  not  to  exceed  one-third  of  his 
whole  force  of  mechanics  or  skilled  workmen,  on  certificate  that  they 
are  necessary  to  execution  of  Avork  in  hand.  In  all  cases  it  is  enjoined 
on  commanding  generals  to  return  workmen  so  withdrawn  at  the  earli 
est  moment,  the  continued  operation  of  these  establishments  being  of 
great  importance  at  all  times. 

******* 

XXVIII.  Col.  B.  S.  Ewell,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  Department  of  Richmond,  and  will  report  for  orders  to  Lieut. 
Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding,  &c. 

XXIX.  First  Lieut.  W.  K.  Beale,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  report 
to  Brig.  Gen.  John  Echols,  commanding,  &c.,  for  assignment  to  duty. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington,  September  26,  1864. 
His  Excellency  Governor  VANCE, 

Kalvifjh)  N.  C. : 

GOVERNOR  :  My  great  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  this  place 
induces  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  which  I  deem  of  much 
importance  in  its  defense.  The  Confederate  steamers  Tallahassee  and 
Chickarnauga  are  now  nearly  ready  for  sea,  and  will  leave  this  port  for 
the  purpose  of  operating  against  the  enemy's  commerce.  Should  they 
leave  on  this  service,  the  few  vessels  they  might  destroy  would  be  of 
little  advantage  to  our  cause,  while  it  would  excite  the  enemy  to 
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increase  the  number  of  the  blockading1  squadron  to  such  mi  extent  as 
to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  vessels  running'  the  blockade  to 
escape  them.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  public  interest  would  be 
better  served  by  retaining-  the  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga  for  the 
defense  of  this  place.  They  would  be  of  vast  importance  in  transport 
ing1  troops  and  supplies  to  the  different  points  which  might  be  attacked, 
and  thus  might  save  Wilmington,  which  it  is  so  necessary  for  us  to 
hold.  Should  you  concur  in  these  views,  I  beg  Your  Excellency  will 
write  at  once  to  the  Government  at  Richmond  and  ask  that  the  vessels 
in  question  may  be  retained  here  for  objects  indicated,  which  I  cannot 
but  believe  are  of  paramount  importance,  and  which  doubtless  a 
request  from  Your  Excellency  will  accomplish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmin'jton,  September  ~>G,  1X61. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding,  d;c-.,  Petersburg  : 

GENERAL:  As  I  shall  probably  have  nothing  better  than  the  State 
reserves  to  rely  upon,  will  it  not  be  possible  at  least  to  let  me  have 
two  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  batteries  of  artillery  f  I  always 
had  for  this  command  until  the  spring  six  companies.  Four  have  been 
taken  away,  as  also  two  of  my  best  batteries;  in  fact,  the  only  two 
which  had  been  under  lire,  and  sent  to  Petersburg.  If  North  Carolina 
furnishes  me  men  it  will  be  as  much  as  we  can  expect.  AVith  such 
a  large  coast  line  a  small  force  of  cavalry  will  be  indispensable,  and  I 
hope  I  can  get  it.  The  artillery  is  needed  also.  One  of  my  batteries 
here  consists  of  (5-pounders  only.  I  telegraphed  you  yesterday,  asking 
your  influence  to  stop  that  expedition  from  leaving  this  port  on  a 
privateering  trip.  I  can  hardly  express  myself  too  strongly  against 
this  measure.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  officers  of  the  navy  concur  with 
me.  At  the  very  moment  when  the  Raleigh  iron-clad  has  been 
destroyed  and  the  North  Carolina,  the  only  remaining  one,  is  sunk  and 
useless,  when  the  place  is  threatened,  the  enemy's  fleet  doubled,  an 
expedition  is  sent  off,  taking  valuable  officers,  men,  guns,  and  ships, 
all  needed  for  the  defenses.  The  navy  ought  to  help  us  here,  and  I 
am  sure  they  are  anxious  to  do  it.  I  hope  these  vessels  will  be  assigned 
to  aid.  Their  services  in  guarding  the  river  and  remaining  batteries 
will  be  priceless  tome  in  my  present  condition.  I  think  Flag-Officer 
Pinckney  agrees  with  me.  and  if  it  will  be  proper  on  his  part  I  am  in 
hopes  he  will  apply  for  this  force.  General  Beauregard,  1  know,  con 
curs  entirely  in  the  views  I  have  expressed,  and  it  is  the  sentiment  of 
the  whole  community  without  exception. 

With  regard  to  your  question  about  probable  changes  in  the  force  at 
New  Berne,  I  have  heard  of  small  movements  of  troops  there,  probably 
the  exchange  you  speak  of.  It  is  reported  to-daythat  the  yellow  fever 
is  prevailing  there,  and  that  there  is  talk  of  removing  the  garrison, 
probably  to  the  sea- coast.  I  shall  no  doubt  hear  definitely  to-morrow. 

I  have  one  more  point:  Will  you  direct  a  supply  of  arms  to  be  sent 
here  with  ammunition  for  such  force  as  I  may  be  able  to  gather?     Many 
that  will  come  from  the  State  will  be  unarmed. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITING, 

Major- General. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS, 

October  .•;,  186-1. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
I  think  two  companies  of  cavalry  or  a  small  battery  might  be  sent 
from  South  Carolina  in  the  event  of  an  attack  on  Wilmington.  There 
are  seven  batteries  of  artillery  now  there,  I  should  think  sufficient. 
I  will  endeavor  to  replace  the  0-pounders  with  better  pieces.  If  the 
naval  boats  and  officers  required  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington  can  be 
efficiently  used  for  that  purpose  I  think  they  had  better  be  so  applied. 
The  loss  of  Wilmington  to  us  would  weigh  more  than  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy's  coasters.  I  have  sent  7,500  arms  to  Governor  Vance  to 
arm  the  reserves.  Should  more  be  required,  1  will  endeavor  to  send 
them. 

K.  E.  LEE, 

General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

OCTOBER  0,  1804. 

Respectfully  referred  for  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  inviting  his  attention  to  General  Lee's  indorsement. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

OCTOBER  8,  1804. 

Respectfully  returned  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
I  do  not  concur  in  the  views  of  General  Whiting",  and  have  written 
to  him  upon  this  subject.  If  such  shells  as  the  Tallapoosa  and  Edith 
are  wanted  by  him,  he  can  at  any  time  find  any  number  he  may  wish 
ill  Wilmington.  1  concur  with  General  Lee's  views,  and  think  the 
vessels  should  go  to  sea,  and  regret  that  they  have  been  so  long  de 
tained  in  port. 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  X.  6\,  September  26,  1864. 
Lieuteuant-General  HOLMES,  Ruleiyh : 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL:  I  duly  got  your  note.  The  information  it  con 
tained  was  not  very  pleasant  but  1  take  it  very  kindly.  Those  people, 
from  the  Governor  down,  who  express  "  a  want  of  confidence  in  me"  are 
probably  people  who  have  kept  out  of  the  war,  and  while  I  am  doing 
my  duty  to  the  utmost  to  defend  this  place  I  care  very  little  for  abuse. 
I  should  like  to  know  who  the  "  high  official"  was  who  gave  the  Gov 
ernor  his  information.  I  have  never  reached  any  such  unfortunate  con 
dition  as  that  and  never  will.  Just  advise  the  Governor  to  do  all  he  can 
to  send  troops  and  labor  here,  and  when  he  does  that  and  does  his  duty 
it  will  be  quite  time  to  take  the  Government  to  task  lor  sending  me 
nere,  and  me  for  failure.  The  responsibility  is  on  him  and  the  people 
of  North  Carolina,  the  10,000  men  between  the  military  ages.  General 
Lee  lias  informed  me  officially  that  all  my  reliance  must  be  on  the 
reserve  forces  of  the  State — a  good  prospect.  The  thing  is  so,  neither 
General  Lee  nor  General  Anybody  can  hold  this  place  with  the  present 
force  if  attacked  with  any  vigor.  I  desire  its  safety  so  much  and  so 
sincerely  that  I  am  willing  at  any  time  to  serve  under  any  more  able  or 
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capable  of  my  seniors  who  in  ay  be  more  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
Raleigh,  &c.,  and  to  aid  any  such  with  uiy  entire  efforts,  or  to  waive  in 
favor  of  any  junior  who  may  be  wished  for.  It's  an  ungrateful  duty 
this,  and  no  bed  of  roses,  and  the  prospect  not  particularly  cheerful 
ahead.  But  whether  we  tail  or  not  it  will  not  do  for  North  Carolinians 
to  howl  at  either  the  Government  or  the  general  unless  the}*  come  for 
ward  manfully  with  their  muskets.  Ask  the  Governor  to  show  you  my 
letter  to  him.  This  is  private  to  you.  McRae  wrote  me  a  friendly 
letter;  ask  him  to  put  his  pen  to  work  to  push  forward  men  and  negroes 
as  much  as  he  can  without  compromising  the  place  by  too  great  pub 
licity  of  our  weakness. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  II.  C.  WHITIXG, 

Major-General. 


RICHMOND,  September  ^7,  1864. 
General  R.  E.  LEE,  Commanding,  cfcc.  : 

GENERAL:  The  subject  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  has  occu 
pied  the  attention  of  the  War  Department  recently  and  some  important 
action  has  been  had  which  will  be  seen  in  the  recent  general  orders. 
The  changes  which  have  been  made  in  the  Enrolling  Department  will,  it 
is  hoped,  improve  that  service  and  at  the  same  time  give  to  the  armies 
in  the  field  some  able-bodied  men  heretofore  employed  in  that  duty.  I 
do  not,  however,  regard  the  administration  of  that  branch  of  the  serv 
ice  sufficiently  vigorous  and  energetic,  and  fear  we  shall  not  realize 
any  great  result.  Your  suggestion  for  an  increase  of  negro  force  both 
in  your  army  and  with  General  Whiting  lias  been  submitted  to  the 
War  Department.  A  compliance  with  your  request  was  urged  and 
promised.  It  has  been  suggested  that  possibly  some  force  could  be 
raised  by  offering  inducements  to  the  enemy's  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
Many  of  them,  especially  in  the  foreign  element,  are  reported  as  greatly 
dissatisfied  at  the  course  of  their  Government  and  some  voluntary 
offers  have  been  made  to  enlist  in  our  service.  From  those  whose 
terms  of  service  have  expired  it  is  possible  we  may  obtain  recruits  who 
will  at  least  do  us  no  harm  and  may  add  to  our  strength.  The  ex 
periment  will  be  tried. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

P.  S. — We  are  at  a  loss  for  a  proper  general  officer  from  Alabama 
(disabled)  to  command  reserves  and  conduct  enrolling  service.  Can 
you  suggest  one  Jl 

B.  B. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS,  \         ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  lilit).  J  Richmond,  September  ~V,  1S64. 

*  #  *  *  #  '  *  * 

VII.  During  the  temporary  absence  of  Brig.  Gen.  G.  W.  C.  Lee, 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  M.  Gardner  will  assume  command  of  the  brigade  of 
Local  Defense  Troops. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JXO.  WITHERS, 
Asaista nt  Adjutan t- General . 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Wilmington,  y.  C.,  tiepUmber  27,  1864. 
Hon.  S.  Iv.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  yciry,  Richmond: 

SIR:  lu  the  present  condition  of  this  post,  onr  last  remaining  sea 
port,  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  direct  Captain  Wilkinson's 
command,  for  the  present  at  least,  to  report  for  the  defense  of  the  place 
to  the  flag-officer.     1  have  less  force  to  secure  Wilmington  now  than  at 
any  time  during  the  war,  and  every  available  man  and  gun  is  needed 
more  than  ever.     The  two  iron-dads,  the  Raleigh  and  North  Carolina, 
on  which  we  relied  to  defend  the  rips,  or  inner  bars,  are  both  gone. 
We  have  here  no  naval  forces  afloat,  and  one  is  greatly  needed.     The 
officers,  men,  guns,  and  ships  of  the  expedition  would  be  of  the  very 
greatest  assistance  in  every  way  in  event  of  attack,  now  regarded  as 
imminent.     I  have  been  notified  that  I  must  depend  on  this  State  for 
aid.     The  departure  of  this  force,  at  this  time,  will  be  a  serious  loss  to 
us.     For  the  present,  at  least,  I  beg  you  will  aid  me  in  this.     The  enemy's 
fleet  is  very  largely  increased.     The  difficulty  of  running  the  blockade 
has  been  lately  very  great.     Far  more  than  the  average  of  ships  have 
been  lost,  and  the  receipt  of  our  supplies  is  very  precarious.     Unless  I 
receive  strong  accessions  of  force,  and  that  very  soon,  I  cannot  answer 
for  keeping  the  port  even  for  the  return  of  these  ships.     With  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  their  remaining  to  increase  the  means  of  defense 
here,  I  am  satisfied  that  Generals  Lee  and  Beauregard,  and  the  chief 
officers  of  the  navy,  agree  with  me.     I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
War  Department  for  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  place,  and  the 
necessity  of  procuring  every  available  man  for  its  security.     You  know 
its  vital  importance  to  our  credit  abroad  and  to  our  ability  to  continue 
the  war.     The  extreme  urgency  of  the  case  has  induced  me  to  take  the 
liberty  of  addressing  you  on  this  subject,  for  which  I  trust  you  will 
pardon  me.     I  requested  an  application  from  the  Mag-officer;  but,  though 
he  concurred  with  me  in  the  matter,  he  informed  me  that  he  could  not 
properly  make  it.     I  hope  you  will  excuse  me,  therefore,  as  writing  in 
the  interest  of  the  defense  for  both  arms  of  the  service.     I  am  building 
batteries  and  quarters  for  the  small  naval  force  here,  to  be,  of  course, 
an  exclusive  naval  command,  and  the  addition  of  these  vessels  will  be 
of  the  greatest  help.     On  the  other  hand,  should  they  successfully  evade 
the  fleet  and  get  out,  it  may  precipitate  attack  before  either  our  re- 
enforcements  can  be  gathered  or  my  preparations  completed.     I  beg 
that  before  giving  your  final  orders  on  the  subject,  you  will  obtain  from 
the  War  Department  a  report  of  our  exact  condition  and  resources. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  il.  C.  WHITING, 

Major-  General. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  X8,  186-i. 
General  R.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

GENERAL:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  inclosing  a  report  of  General  Pickett,  and  desiring  the  co-oper 
ation  of  the  Navy  to  be  secured  in  the  operations  on  the  river  below 
the  city.     1   have  seen  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  he 
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professes  a  desire  to  render  all  the  assistance  that  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Navy  to  give.  He  will  give  such  instructions  as  are 
deemed  necessary  for  concert  and  cordial  co-operation.  He  wishes 
General  Pickett  advised  to  make  known  freely  to  the  commander  of 
the  fleet  what  places  he  wishes  taken  to  promote  his  operations,  and 
does  not  think  there  will  be  the  least  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the  naval 
commander  in  meeting  his  views. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  28,  1864 
General  E.  E.  LEE, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

GENERAL,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  2Gth 
instant  relative  to  the  abuse  by  the  enemy  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
by  the  flag-of-truce  boat.  On  conference  with  Mr.  Ould,  the  agent  of 
exchange,  I  am  informed  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  change  the 
place  of  meeting,  and,  if  arranged  at  a  lower  point  011  the  river,  it 
will  be  almost  impracticable  to  transport  the  prisoners  to  the  place  of 
exchange  and  bring  up  our  own.  He  is,  however,  perfectly  confident 
that  neither  the  presence  of  the  boat  at  the  point  now  used,  nor  its 
passage  to  and  fro,  need  interrupt  at  all  the  firing  from  any  of  our  bat 
teries.  He  says  the  boat  is  entirely  out  of  range  when  at  the  place, 
and  in  passing  incurs  not  the  least  risk  unless  designedly  aimed  at.  He 
vouches  this  on  his  own  observation  and  experience,  and  as  he  is 
always  upon  the  boat  he  must  feel  very  secure  of  his  accuracy  and  his 
exemption  from  dauger-which  he  and  those  with  him  enjoy.  I  think, 
therefore,  your  officers  may  be  instructed  to  fire  without  interruption 
or  hesitancy  on  account  of  the  passage  of  the  boat. 

Yery  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  SEUDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  YIRGINIA, 

September  28,  1864. 
Lieut.  Gen  K.  H,  ANDERSON, 

Commanding  Longstreef  s  Corps: 

GENERAL:  I  am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  say  that  he  desires  you 
to  move  to  the  north  side  of  James  lliver  and  take  command  of  the 
troops  and  line  of  defense  about  Chaftin's  Bluff,  New  Market,  &c.  He 
wishes  the  construction  of  the  line  of  works  under  the  supervision  of 
Col.  W.  Proctor  Smith,  engineers,  &c.,  pushed  forward  as  vigorously  as 
possible,  and  everything  done  to  make  the  entire  defensive  line  secure 
against  any  attack  of  the  enemy.  You  are  requested  to  establish  your 
headquarters  at  such  point  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  the  lines,  and  to 
report  your  location  to  the  general  commanding,  and  also  to  Major- 
Generals  Field  and  Pickett.  These  division  commanders  have  been 
instructed  to  communicate  through  you  in  all  matters  of  routine  and 
internal  administration,  and,  being  nearer  the  general  commanding,  to 
repoit  to  army  headquarters  direct  in  matters  appertaining  to  military 
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operations.  A  copy  of  this  letter  has  been  furnished  Lieutenant- 
General  Ewell,  commanding  the  Department  of  Richmond,  in  whose 
department  you  will  be  operating. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


RALEIGH,  September  28,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  II.  0.  WHITING, 

Wilmington,  -A".  C.  : 

GENERAL:  I  judge  from  the  tenor  of  your  private  letter  received 
yesterday  that  you  infer  that  I  did  you  injustice  in  expressing  a  want 
of  confidence  in  your  command  of  Wilmington,  &c.  I  desire  to  say  for 
myself  fully  and  frankly  all  that  I  have  felt  or  expressed  on  that  sub 
ject.  You  are  universally  (so  far  as  I  have  learned)  regarded  as  an 
officer  of  a  high  order  of  talent  in  your  profession.  In  the  fall  of  LSG2 
I  solicited  the  President  to  send  you  to  Wilmington,  and  my  own 
judgment  (freely  admitted  to  be  worth  little)  of  the  works  erected  for 
the  defense  of  the  place  but  concurs  with  that. of  better  judges  that 
they  are  well  and  judiciously  built.  Only  one  thing  has  ever  occurred 
to  impair  the  universal  confidence  which  you  inspired  by  your  diligence 
in  fortifying  the  town,  and  that  was  a  very  general  impression  that  you 
drank  too  much;  that  your  nervous  system  had  been  injured  by  it.  I 
was  also  informed  by  an  officer  high  in  command  and  your  friend,  that 
at  Petersburg  you  were  suffering  from  depression,  caused  by  abstinence 
from  drink.  But  not  until  Colonel  McRae  and  others  here,  who  could 
have  no  personal  or  political  prejudice  against  you,  had  made  this  feel 
ing  public,  did  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  a  word.  Then  I  wrote  to  Gen 
eral  Lee,  reciting  these  things,  and  asking,  not  for  your  removal,  but 
that  in  case  of  actual  attack  on  the  city  General  Beauregard  might  be 
sent  down  to  help  you.  This  is  all  that  I  have  said,  done,  or  felt  in  the 
matter.  I  don't  think  I  have  done  you  any  injustice,  and  I  know  I  have 
BO  unfriendly  feeling,  though,  to  confess  the  truth,  general,  you  have 
tried  me  sorely  on  more  than  one  occasion.  Citizens  have  been  shot 
down  wantonly  in  the  streets  by  your  patrols;  my  trains  have  been 
frequently  seized;  my  boats  seized,  and  salt-works  stopped;  the  pilot 
of  the  Advance  seized  and  taken  off.  and  a  drunken  wretch  sent  in  his 
place,  contributing  in  no  small  degree  to  the  loss  of  the  vessel ;  besides 
numerous  instances  of  an  entire  usurpation  of  the  civil  authority  in  the 
town  of  Wilmington  and  surrounding  country.  You  have  no  idea  of 
the  complaints  made  to  me  on  this  head  alone,  with  which  £  have 
declined  to  interfere.  I  believed  you  to  be  the  man  for  the  defense  of 
Wilmington,  and  have  endeavored  earnestly  to  get  along  harmoniously 
with  that  great  end  in  view.  I  have  even  swallowed  in  silence  some 
very  rough  and  discourteous  remarks  of  a  personal  character,  more 
than  once  reported  as  having  fallen  from  you,  conscious  of  my  own 
infirmity  in  this  respect  in  moments  of  irritation.  But  1  can  assure  you 
in  all  truth  and  sincerity  that  none  of  these  things  moved  me  to 
express  a  want  of  confidence  in  you,  but  the  cause  first  mentioned,  and 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  learn  that  the  objection  referred  to  has  been 
in  a  great  measure  removed.  God  knows  I  have  no  other,  so  far  as 
your  capacity  to  command  the  defenses  of  Wilmington  is  concerned. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  B.  VA^CE. 
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STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT, 

Raleigh,  September  38,  1864. 
General  AVHITING, 

Wilmington  : 

GENERAL  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  defense 
of  Wilmington,  has  been  received,  and  has  my  earnest  consideration. 
I  regret  to  learn  that  the  defense  of  Wilmington  depends  alone  upon 
the  militia  forces  of  the  State.  If  this  be  so,  the  place  might  as  well  be 
surrendered  on  the  first  summons  of  the  enemy.  The  entire  force  I 
could  send  you  for  three  months  would  not  exceed  5,000  men,  raw  and 
untrained.  It  was  my  intention  to  send  every  one  promptly  when  the 
time  comes,  and  the  reason  why  I  cannot  send  them  and  have  not  sent 
them  heretofore  in  order  that  you  might  drill  and,  to  some  extent,  dis 
cipline  them,  is  twofold:  First,  nearly  all  of  the  militia  subject  to  my 
control  are  farmers;  they  are  now  saving  forage,  making  molasses,  and 
sowing  wheat.  I  have  had  them  out  for  thirty  days  drilling,  organ 
izing,  and  arresting  deserters,  about  1,000  of  whom  have  been  returned 
to  duty.  With  these  men  kept  out  all  the  time  and  not  permitted  to 
sow  wheat,  the  loss  to  both  people  and  army  would  be  incalculable. 
This  is  a  part  of  the  programme  military  commanders  are  apt  to  forget. 
Now,  if  I  were  to  send  yo\\  the  negroes  and  the  home  guard,  having 
already  the  Junior  and  Senior  Eeserves,  what  labor  would  be  left  to  do 
anything  at  all?  [  admit  that  almost  anything  is  preferable  to  the 
capture  of  Wilmington,  but,  destitute  as  the  country  is  of  labor,  I  had 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  militia  would  be  spared  until  the  last  moment. 
Secondly,  I  respectfully  submit  that  I  am  entitled  to  judge  of  the  ne 
cessity  which  calls  these  men  to  the  field.  It  has  been  the  habit  of 
Confederate  commanders  in  North  Carolina  to  conduct  all  matters  con 
nected  with  our  defense  without  reference  to  me  whatever,  with  the 
exception  of  General  G.  W.  Smith,  and  calls  are  constantly  made  upon 
me  for  the  militia  without  putting  me  in  possession  of  any  facts  other 
than  the  opinion  of  the  officers  upon  what  the  necessity  of  the  call  is 
predicated.  In  the  spring  General  Kansom  telegraphed  me  from  Wei- 
don  to  call  out  the  militia,  and  to  my  inquiry  what  for,  he  made  no 
reply.  General  Baker  wrote  me  from  Goldsborough  to  the  same  effect 
some  weeks  ago,  and  even  now  I  have  not  been  informed  of  one  single 
circumstance  showing  why  Wilmington  is  about  to  be  attacked.  Your 
opinion  is,  of  course,  to  be  respected,  but  I  should  be  much  better  satis 
fied  to  make  these  people  lose  their  crops  if  my  own  judgment  had  an 
opportunity  of  concurring  with  yours  as  to  its  immediate  necessity.  I 
now  say  to  you,  general,  that  if  convinced  of  its  being  absolutely  neces 
sary  to  the  safety  of  Wilmington  I  will  make  any  sacrifice  that  may 
be  required,  even  to  the  risk  of  starvation.  I  will  send  you  every  man 
I  can  control  in  the  State,  except  from  a  few  counties  on  the  western  ' 
border;  will  appeal  to  every  other  able-bodied  man  to  go,  and  will  go 
myself.  You  have  already  the  power,  under  act  of  Congress,  to  impress 
slave  labor,  and  for  various  reasons  I  prefer  you  should  doit,  unless  I 
have  the  power  of  returning  them  when  I  thought  proper. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Z.  13.  VANCE. 


KALEIGH,  September  28,  1864. 
General  W.  H.  C.  WHITING: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL  :  When  1  told  the  Governor  I  should  write  to  you 
the  purport  of  my  conversation  with  him  about  you,  he  desired  me  not 
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to  mentioii  the  name  of  the  officer,  but  assented  when  1  told  him  1  would 
substitute  the  "  highest  authority."  I  did  this  rather  than  not  write  at 
all,  supposing  that  under  the  circumstances  you  would  have  no  diffi 
culty  in  understanding  who  was  meant.  Thank  God,  the  thing  has 
been  met,  and  1  do  not  doubt  greatly  to  your  advantage,  for  your  let 
ters  to  the.  Governor  and  McRae  were  written  in  a  spirit  of  such  pure, 
disinterested  patriotism  that  they  have  had  good  effect.  I  am  directed 
to  form  the  reserve  into  brigades.  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  recom 
mend  to  me  by  telegraph  some  good  man  to  be  appointed  to  command 
the  regiment  of  Junior  Reserves,  to  be  made  of  the  three  battalions  near 
Wilmington.  There  will  be  a  brigade  of  the  Juniors,  all  of  which  will 
be  available  for  you. 

I  am,  general,  yours, 

T.  H.  HOLMES. 


SPECIAL  ORDERS.  )        AD.TT.  AND  INSP.  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

No.  231.  ]  Richmond,  V«.,  September  29,  1864. 

*#*#*## 

II.  The  Local  Defense  Troops  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
M.  Gardner,  Provisional  Army,  C.  S.,  will  immediately  report  to  Lieut. 
Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  commanding,  &c.  Such  ot  the  brigade  as  may  be 
essential  to  the  manufacture  and  continuance  of  current  supplies  to 
the  army  will  remain  on  duty  as  heretofore. 

******* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  A dju tant-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Chaffing  Bluff,  September  29,  1864 — 9.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  : 

General  Gregg  reports  that  he  repulsed  the  several  attacks  of  the 
enemy  made  against  the  intermediate  line  of  defenses,  capturing  many 
prisoners.  The  enemy  still  hold  Battery  Harrison  on  the  exterior  line. 
Our  loss  is  very  small. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  1864. 
General  SAMUEL  COOPER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond  : 

General  Lee  has  moved  to  Chaffin's  Bluff,  where  he  can  be  communi 
cated  with,  i'lease  inform  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  and  General 
Bragg. 

W.  II.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  1864. 
Admiral  MITCHELL,  or 
COMMANDING  OFFICER  JAMES  RIVER  SQUADRON: 

I  request  that  the  bridge  at  Chaffin's  may  be  protected  and  defended 
by  your  boats. 

R.  E.  LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  or  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  1864. 
Maj.  E.  H.  jANNEYj 

Quartermaster,  Dunlop's  Station : 

Lieutenant-General  Hill  is  at  General  Lee's  headquarters,  and  desires 
you  to  notify  him  by  telegraph  whenever  trains  are  ready,  and  no  troops 
at  Dunlop's  to  use  them. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  )  HDQRS.  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

No.  58.  J  September  29,  1864. 

For  the  information  of  the  army,  it  is  announced  that  the  fourth  clause 
of  paragraph  II,  General  Orders,  No.  7.  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen 
eral's  Office,  current  series,  only  applies  to  that  class  to  which  the  whole 
order  appertains — that  is,  no  volunteer  of  the  class  liable  to  military 
duty  will  be  received  into  any  company,  except  on  the  certificate  of  an 
enrolling  officer  that  he  has  volunteered  to  serve  in  that  company,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  existing  orders  of  the  War  Department;  but 
those  who  are  not  liable  to  military  duty,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
"  to  organize  forces  to  serve  during  the  war,"  approved  17th  of  Feb 
ruary,  1864,  may  be  accepted  as  volunteers  in  any  company  whose  num 
bers  do  not  reach  the  maximum  allowed  by  law. 

By  command  of  General  Lee : 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

September  29,  1864. 
General  BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Richmond  : 

General  Ewell  reports  the  enemy  have  possession  of  Fort  Harrison. 
Order  out  the  locals  and  all  the  other  troops  to  his  assistance. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


PETERSBURG,  September  29,  1864. 
General  BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

Richmond  : 

Can  General  Gardner  take  command  of  the  locals?     If  he  cannot  go 
into  the  field  whom  can  you  place  over  them? 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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General  EWELL, 

Chaffing  Bluff: 

Have  telegraphed  General  Bragg;  to  order  out  locals.     Endeavor  to 
retake  Fort  Harrison. 

It.  E.  LEE. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  .2.9,  1864 — 6'  a.  m. 
General  BRAGG: 

Affairs  look  serious.  Pickets  driven  in.  While  Gardner  is  away 
would  it  not  be  best  to  place  Keniper  in  command  of  locals  or  else 
Pemberton?  All  disposable  troops  should  be  on  the  luies.  The  enemy 
have  possession  of  Fort  Harrison. 

R.  S.  EWELL, 
Lieutenant-  (general. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  29,  1864. 

(Received  9.50  a,  m.) 
General  BRAGG: 

Enemy  approaching  Eichmond  by  the  New  Market  road  in  large 
force.  Gary  is  holding  Cliatiin's  interior  line — the  locals  must  hold 
interior  line. 

It.  S.  EWELJL. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  29,  1864. 
General  BRAGG: 

I  have  already  reported  that  the  local  troops  will  be  required  to  meet 
enemy's  advance  on  N"ew  Market  road.  Gary  reports  advance  of  a 
division.  Gary  has  been  sent  to  meet  them.  I  will  extend  to  my  left, 
but  enemy  are  still  in  my  front. 

K.  S.  EWELL. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  29,  1864. 
General  BRAGG: 

If  some  troops  could  be  sent  down  the  Osborue  road,  I  may  hold  the 
enemy  in  check  till  General  Lee  sends  me  re-enforcements.  Enemy 
hold  much  of  the  intrenchments  around  Fort  Harrison,  and  I  have 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  my  men  together,  who  are  scattering  much, 
being  new  troops. 

K.  S.  EWELL, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  29,  1864 — 2..W p.  m. 
General  BRAGG: 

One  brigade  of  Field's  division  has  arrived,  and  is  directed  to  a  point 
in  repelling  attack  near  Fort  Giliner.  One  regiment  has  arrived  from 
Pickett  and  is  placed  to  protect  jChaffin's.  I  have  directed  Gary  to 
cover  Darbytown  road.-  Some  local  troop^  should  move  in  that  direc 
tion  as  the  enemy  artf-fcxtendjug  toward  tfie parbytown  road.  General 
Anderson  is  here.  // r*  /  „.: 

Vv>  ;  K.  S.  EWELL. 
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CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  29,  1864 — ,->  p.  m. 
General  BRAGG: 

The  attack  on  Fort  Gilmer  was  repulsed  by  General  Field  and 
General  Gregg  handsomely.  We  will  take  the  offensive  as  soon  as 
troops  come  up. 

R.  S.  EWELL. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  2*.),  18(14. 
Lieut.  Gen.  R.  S.  EWELL,  Chaffin's  Bluff: 

Can  you  not  draw  some  troops  from  your  left  to  retake  Fort  Har 
rison?  It  will  take  time  for  troops  from  here  to  reach  north  side. 
Don't  wait  for  them;  endeavor  to  retake  the  salient  at  once.  IMckett 
has  been  ordered  to  send  a  brigade  to  north  side. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


WILLIAMSBURG  ROAD,  September  29,  1864. 
General  BRAGG: 

1  do  not  think  the  danger  is  much  on  this  line  at  present. 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 

Lieutcnan  t-  Colonel. 


PETERSBURG,  September  29,  1864 — 7.45  a.  m. 
General  PICKETT,  Hancock's  House: 

Enemy  seems  to  be  moving  against  Signal  Hill.  I  wish  you  to  pro 
ceed  to  the  left  of  your  line.  Watch  operations  and  endeavor  to  aid  all 
in  your  power.  See  whether  enemy  have  diminished  in  your  front,  and, 
if  so,  what  re-enforcements  you  can  send  to  north  side.  Request  co-oper 
ation  of  the  navy. 

R,  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  1864. 
Major-General  PICKETT,  Hancock's  House: 

Major  Pickett's  telegram  received.  General  Lee  desires  the  regi 
ments  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to  move,  to  be  sent  at  once  to  the 
north  side  and  report  to  commanding  officer. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  1864. 
Major-General  PICKETT,  Hancock- *  House: 

General  Gregg  reports  having  captured  prisoners  from  Eighteenth 
Corps,  who  say  they  crossed  just  before  day  this  morning.  These  troops 
may  have  left  your  front.  General  Lee  says  it  is  very  desirable,  if 
practicable,  for  you  to  relieve  a  brigade  to  be  available  for  service  on 
north  side  of  James. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  180-1. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  GREGG,  Chaffing  Bluff: 

Telegram  received.  Similar  report  had  first  been  received  from 
pickets  on  south  side.  Endeavor  to  ascertain  nature  of  movement  and 
of  what  enemy's  force  is  composed.  General  Field,  with  three  brigades, 
has  been  ordered  to  north  side. 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

September  29,  1864. 
Col.  G.  H.  TERRETT,  Drewnjx  muff: 

Telegram  received.  Can  you  not  send  a  force  to  defend  the  bridge 
above  Chaftin's  from  this  end?  Communicate  with  commander  of 
James  River  Squadron  and  request  him  to  see  to  protection  of  bridge 
by  his  boats. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

September  29,  1864 — 11.15  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  OTEY,  Assist(tnt  Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  inquiring  if  I  can  extend 
to  the  right  so  as  to  relieve  Cooke's  brigade,  has  been  received.    In  reply, 
I  have  simply  to  state  that  I  will  relieve  Cooke's  brigade,  and  have 
given  the  necessary  orders  to  accomplish  that  object. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  JOHNSON'S  DIVISION, 

/September  29,  1864. 
Lieut.  Col.  JOHN  M.  OTEY,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

COLONEL:  My  assistant  adjutant-general,  Captain  Foote,  has  per 
haps  informed  you  that  the  authority  to  stop  the  movement  for  reliev 
ing  Cooke's  brigade  could  not  be  communicated  before  we  had  covered 
his  position.  If  this  brigade  is  not  withdrawn  from  the  city  to-night 
I  would  suggest  that  it  should  be  placed  in  vicinity  of  Blandford  Cem 
etery  as  a  reserve  force,  or  a  regiment  of  it  inigiit  be  placed  at  each  of 
the  salients  on  my  line — Colquitt's,  Elliott's,  Grade's — aud  the  left  of 
my  line  in  reserve. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Major-  General. 


HEADQUARTERS  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

Petersburg,  September  29,  1864. 

General  BAKER,  Goldslorough,  X.  C. : 

Procure  negro  labor  and  finish  works  and  redoubts  at  Weldon  as 
soon  as  possible.     Strengthen  them  thoroughly  with  abatis. 

R.  E.  LEE. 
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Abstract  from  inspection  report  of  Anderson's  division,  Maj.  Gen.  William  Mahone  com 
manding,  for  September  29, 1864. 
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286  I  3,  095  i  3,  381  I  4,  686  |  10,  682 


Mahone's  Brigade. 
Col.  DAVII>  A.  WEISIGEH. 

6th  Virginia,  Col.  George  T.  Rogers. 
12th  Virginia,  Maj.  .1.  Richard  Lewellen. 


Organisation  of  Anderson'.?  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  WILLIAM  MAHONK. 

Harri*'  liriaade. 


Brig.  Geii.  NATHANIEL  II.  HARRIS. 

12th  Mississippi,  Lieut.   Col.  Thomas  H. 
Manlove. 


16th  Virginia,    Lieut.    Col.    Richard    O.      16th  Mississippi,  Capt.  John  S.  Lewis. 


Whitehead. 


19th  Mississippi,  Col.  Richard  \V.  Phipps. 


41st  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  P.  Mine-  i  48th  Mississippi,  Col.  Joseph  M.  Jayiie. 

tree. 
61st  Virginia,   Lieut.    Col.    William    II.   . 

Stewart. 


Wright's  Brigade. 
Col.  WILLIAM  GIBSON. 

3d   Georgia,  Capt.  James  K.  Wright. 
22d   Georgia,  Capt.  George  W.  Thomas. 
48th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  R.  Hall. 
64th  Georgia,  Capt.  James  G.  Brown. 
2d   Georgia  Battalion,  Capt.  George  S. 

Jones. 

10th  Georgia  Battalion,  Capt.  William  A. 
Greer. 


Finegan's  and  Perry's  Brigades. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOSEPH  FINEGAN. 

2d   Florida,  Capt.  John  B.  G.  O'Neill. 

5th  Florida,  Capt.  John  W.  Holleyman. 

8th  Florida,  J .  Anthony  Pacetty. 

9th  Florida,  Col.  John  M.  Martin. 
10th  Florida,    Lieut.    Col.    William    W. 

Scott, 
llth' Florida,*  Col.  Theodore  W.  Brevard. 


CHAFFIN'S  BLUFF,  September  30,  1864 — 8.10  p.  m. 
Hon.  JAS.  A-.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

An  attempt  was  made  this  afternoon  to  retake  Battery  Harrison, 
which,  though  partly  successful,  failed. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


GENERAL  ORDERS,  \  HDQRS.  ARTY.,  ARMY  OF  NORTHERN  VA., 

No.  — .  j  September  30,  1864. 

I.  Battalion  commanders  will  make  arrangements  with  the  engineer 
officers  to  have  all  guns  which  are  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 


*  Two  companies  Bonaud's  (Georgia)  hattalion  attached  to  this  regiment. 
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sharpshooters  immediately  provided  \vith  mantlets,  to  protect  the  gun 
ners,  of  the  pattern  now  being  furnished  by  the  engineers,  and  also  to 
provide  on  each  flank  of  every  gun  on  the  lines  a  lookout  loop-hole  for 
sentries  and  gunners,  covering  the  entire  field  of  the  lire  of  the  gun. 
The  pattern  of  loop-hole  adopted,  or  the  loop-holes  themselves,  can  be 
obtained  at  the  engineer  workshops  of  Lieutenant  Wise,  in.  Peters 
burg,  near  the  back  of  the  Weldon  railroad. 

II.  Should  the  enemy  open  a  general  bombardment  along  the  lines, 
guns  and  men  will  be  kept  under  cover  and  no  reply  made  to  their 
artillery  tire  without  special  instructions.     One  sentinel  will  be  kept 
constantly  on  the  alert  at  every  gun,  observing  the  ground  in  front 
through  one  of  the  loop-holes  by  day  and  by  night,  to  report  any 
movement  of  troops  or  preparations  for  an  assault  of  the  enemy.     The 
commanding  officer  of  each  battery  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  vig 
ilance  of  this  watch.     Should  any  troops  appear  within  range  at  any 
time  every  available  gun  will  immediately  open  upon  them.     Should 
the  bombardment  be  kept  up  during  the  night  the  sentries  will  be 
doubled  at  dark  on  the  front  lines,  all  guns  run  into  position  and  their 
embrasures  cleared,  and  those  on  the  front  lines  be  doubled- shotted 
with  canister.    The  mortars  during  the  bombardment  will  fire  occa 
sionally  at  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  in  their  reach,  and  from  a  half 
hour  after  dark,  and  from  midnight  until  daylight,  will  maintain  a  slow- 
fire  upon  all  ravines  and  positions  within  reach  in  which  the  enemy 
might  mass  troops,  but  will  never  allow  their  ammunition  on  hand  to  be 
reduced  below  thirty  rounds  per  mortar  unless  the  enemy  should  make 
a  lodgment  in  our  lines.     Should  this  occur  every  available  mortar 
will  open  upon  his  lodgment  and  the  light  ones  will  be  moved  up  in 
the  trenches  and  concentrated  upon  it. 

III.  All  guns  must  be  habitually  kept  covered  from  the  enemy's  fire 
and  view  during  the  day,  and  at  night  moved  into  position.     Mantlets 
will  not  be  wanted  to   protect  from  artillery  fire   alone.    They  will 
be  habitually  kept  mounted  only  on  guns  on  the  front  lines,  and  those 
must  be  well  concealed  from  view  and  fire. 

By  command  of  General  Alexander,  acting  chief  of  artillery: 

D.  D.  PENDLETON, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abstract  from  return  of  JTilcox's  division,  Ambrose  P.  Hill's  corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Cadmus 
M.  Wilcox  commanding,  for  September  30,  1864. 
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Organization  of  Wilcox's  Division. 
Maj.  Gen.  CADMUS  M.  WILCOX. 

Lane's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  JAMES  H.  LANE. 

7th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William  L.  Davidson. 
18th  North  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  McGill. 
28th  North  Carolina.  Maj.  Samuel  N.  Stowe. 
33d    North  Carolina,  Col.  Robert  V.  Cowan. 
37th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  M.  Barbour. 

McGou-an's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  SAMUEL  McGowAN. 

1st   South  Carolina,  Col.  Charles  W.  McCreary. 

1st   South  Carolina  Rifles,  Col.  G.  McDuth'e  Miller. 
12th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Edwin  F.  Bookter. 
13th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Lester. 
14th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  Croft. 

Thomas'  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  EDWARD  L.  THOMAS. 

14th  Georgia,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  P.  Lester. 
35th  Georgia,  Maj.  James  T.  McElvany. 
45th  Georgia,  Capt.  Aurelius  W.  Gibson. 
49th  Georgia,  Col.  John  T.  Jordan. 

Scales'  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  ALFRED  M.  SCALES. 

13th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Ilyman. 
16th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  A.  Stowe. 
22d    North  Carolina,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Gallaway,  jr. 
34th  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  L.  J.  Lowrance. 
38th  North  Carolina,  Col.  John  Ashford. 
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Strength  of  Heth's   division,  Third  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Henry  Ueth  commanding, 

for  September  30,  1864. 
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Organization  of  Heth^s  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  HKNRY  HKTII. 
Archer '»  and  Walker's  Brigades.  Davis'  Brigade. 


Brig.  Gen.  JAMES  J.  AHCHKH. 

13th  Alabama,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Aikeii. 
1st  Tennessee,  (.'apt.  William  S.  Daniel. 
7th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  G. 

Sliepard. 

14th  Tennessee.  Col. 'William   McComb. 
2d    Maryland  Battalion.  Capt.  John  W. 

Torsch. 
40th  Virginia,    Lieut.     Col.     Arthur     S. 

Cunningham. 

47th  Virginia,  Capt.  E.  L.  Wharton. 
55th  Virginia,  Maj.  Robert  B.  Fauntleroy. 
22d   Virginia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Ed 
ward  P.  Tayloe. 


Brig.  Geu.  JOSEPH  R.  DAVIS. 

1st   Confederate  Battalion.  Lieut.  Col. 

Francis  B.  McCluug. 
2d     Mississippi,  Col.  John  M.  Stone. 

llth  Mississippi,  Maj.    Keuben    O.  Rey 
nolds. 

2Gth  Mississippi,   Col.    Arthur    E.    Rey 
nolds. 

42d     Mississippi.  Capt.  Thomas  R.  Smith. 

55th  North   Carolina,    Capt.    Walter   A. 
Whitted. 


MacRae's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  WILLIAM  MACRAE. 

llth  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  J.  Martin. 
26th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  James  T.  Adams. 
44th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  Charles  M.  Stedman. 
47th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  William  C.  Lankford. 
52d    North  Carolina,  Lieut.  William  W.  Carinichael 


Strength-  nf  the    Third   Corps  Artillery,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  Col.  R.  L.   Walker 
commanding,  September  30,  1S64.* 
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Strength  of  the  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  Northern    Virginia,   Maj.  Gen.    Wade  Hampton 
commanding,  for  September  30,  1864,\ 
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*  From  ('apt.  Richard  "VValke's  report  of  inspection  at  that  date. 

t  Comprising  Lane's  and  Richardson's  battalions. 

t  Aa  shown  by  inspection  report  of  Maj.  A.  R.  Venable. 
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Organization  of  Cavalry  Corps]  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

Maj.  Gen.  WADE  HAMPTON. 

LKK'S  DIVISION". 
Maj.  Gen.  WILLIAM  H.  F.  LEE. 

Chamblias'  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  Lucius  DAVIS. 

Oth  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Waller. 
10th  Virginia,  Capt.  John  H.  Dettor. 
13th  Virginia.  Col.  Jefferson  C.  Phillips. 

Barringer's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  EUFUS  BARRINGER. 

1st  North  Carolina,  Col.  William  H.  Cheek. 
2d   North  Carolina,  Col.  William  P.  Roberts. 
3d   North  Carolina,  Maj.  Roger  Moore. 
5th  North  Carolina,  Maj.  James  H.  McNeill. 

BUTLER'S  DIVISION. 
Brig.  Gen.  MATTHEW  C.  BUTLER. 

Butler's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  JOHN  DUNOVANT. 

4th  South  Carolina,  Col.  B.  Huger  Rutledge. 

5th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  J.  Jeffords. 

6th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Lovick  P.  Miller. 

Young's  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  PIEHCE  M.  B.  YOUNG. 

7th  Georgia,  Maj.  Edward  C.  Anderson,  jr. 

Alabama  Battalion,  )  T  . 

Phillips  (Georgia)  Legion,  [  Lleut"  CoL  William  W.  Rich. 

20th  Georgia  Battalion,  >  T  .      ,    „  ,    T   „     ,    ,.T     . 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  \  Lieut"  Co1'  J"  *  re(L  Waring. 

Cobb's  Legion,  Capt.  John  H.  Burr. 

DEARING'S  BRIGADE. 
Brig.  Gen.  JAMES  DEARING. 

7th  Confederate,  Col.  V.  H.  Taliaferro. 
4th  North  Carolina,  Col.  Dennis  D.  Ferebee. 
8th  Georgia,  Col.  Joel  R.  Griffin. 
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ARTILLERY. 

Maj.  R.  PRESTOX  CHEW. 

Hart's  (South  Carolina)  battery,  Capt.  .Tamos  F.  Hart. 
McGregor's  (Virginia)  battery,  Capt.  William  M.  McGregor. 
Petersburg  (Virginia)  Light  Battery,  Capt.  Edward  Graham. 

Abstract  from  return  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Bitshrod  R.  Johnson,  for  S<'2)- 

tember  30,  1SC4. 
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Organization  <>f  Johnson-  a  Command. 

Maj.  Gm.  BUSHROD  li.  JOHNSON. 
Elliott's 


17th  South  Carolina,  Col.  Fitz  W.  MrMastt-r. 
18th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  \V.  B.  Allison. 
22d    South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  William  G.  Hurt. 
23d    South  Carolina,  Col.  Henry  L.  Bcnbow. 
26th  South  Carolina,  Lieut.  Col.  Joshua  H.  Hudson. 

U'ise's 


26th  Virginia,  Capt.  Napoleon  B.  Street. 
34th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Randolph  Harrison. 
46th  Virginia,  Lieut.  Col.  Peyton  Wise. 
59th  Virginia,  Capt.  James  L.  Jennett. 

Ransom's  lirigade. 

24th  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
25th  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
85th  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
49th  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
56th  North  Carolina  Regiment, 

Grade's  Brigade. 

23d  Alabama  Battalion. 
41st  Alabama  Regiment. 
43d  Alabama  Regiment. 
59th  Alabama  Regiment. 
60th  Alabama  Regiment, 


ALTERNATE    DESIGNATIONS 

OF 

ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS  VOLUME,' 


Abbot's  (Henry  L.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Abbott's  (Joseph  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Abie's  (T.  X.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  23d  Regiment, 

Adams'  (Charles  F.,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Adams'"  (Juuics  T.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  :!6th  Regiment. 

Adams'  (Zachariah  T.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Bat 
talion,  Battery  1). 

Ager's  (George)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  l>tt  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Aikeu's  (Hugh  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Soulh  Carolina  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Aiken's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Uth  Regiment. 

Albemarle  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Alden's  (Alonzo)  Infantry.     See  Xc.\v  York  Troops,  109th  Regiment. 

Alleghany  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Allen's  (David  A  )  Infantry.     Sec-  New  York  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Allen's  (Richard  J.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  I'nion,  1st  Regiment, 

Allison's  (\V.  13.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  ISth  Regiment. 

Ames'  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  I'nion  Troops,  Colored,  6th  Regiment. 

Ames'  (Xelson)  Artillery.     See  Ncic  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  G. 

Amherst  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troop*,  Confederate. 

Anderson's  (Charles  L.)  Artillery.     See  New  York   Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  L. 

Anderson's  (Edward  C.,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Anderson's  (James  L.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Anderson's  (John  II.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Bat 
talion,  Rescrres. 

Anderson's  (Robert  M.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Howitzers,  post,  1st  Company. 

Andrew  Sharpshooters.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Company. 

Andrews'  (Joseph)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Angel's  (James  R.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  K. 

Anthony's  (George  T.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  17th  Battery. 

Archer's  (Fletcher  II.)  Reserves.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Armory  Battalion,  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion,  Local 
Defense. 

Armstrong's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  (Georgia  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

Armstrong's  (Samuel  C.)  Infantry.     See  L'nion  Troops,  Colored,  9th  Regiment. 

Arsenal  Battalion,  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Battalion,  Local 
Defense. 

Ashby's  (George  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Ashford's  (John)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3Sth  Regiment. 

Ashland  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Atkinson's  (Edmund  N. )  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Atwell's  (Seagor  S. )  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

*  References,  unless  otherwise  indicated,  are  to  index  following. 
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August's  (Thomas  P.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  15th  Regiment. 

Avery's  (Clark  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  33d  Regiment. 

Avery's  (Martin  P.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Avery's  (M.  Heury)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Aylett's  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regiment. 

Bailey's  (Peter  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Baily's  (James  E.)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Baird's  (Alfred  II.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Baker's  (John  A.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate.  3d  Regiment. 

Baker's  (John  II.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Baker's  (J.  Stannard)  Cavalry.     See  District  of  Columbia  Troop*.  1st  Regiment. 

Ball's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  51st  Regiment. 

Ballard's  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3Sth  Regiment. 

Bambach's  (John)  Infantry,     See  New  York  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 

Barbour's  (William  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  37th 
Regiment. 

Barker's  (Thomas  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Barnes'  (Almont)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Batten/  C. 

Barnes'  (Dixon)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Barney's  (Albert  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  142d  Regiment. 

Barnum's  (Joseph  II.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Barrett's  (Gregory,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  4th  and  7th*  Regi 
ments. 

Barrett's  (Norman  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  Glh  Regiment. 

Barrier's  (Ruins  A.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate, 8th  Regiment. 

Basinger's  (William  S.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  ISth  Battalion. 

Bass'  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  66th  Regiment. 

Baxters  (Orsoii  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Beale's  (Richard  L.  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Beck's  (W.  Butler)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Batteries 
C  and  I. 

Bedford  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Benbow's  (Henry  L.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Bennett's  (R.  Tyler)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  14th  Regi 
ment. 

Bent's  (Luther  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  ISth  Regiment. 

Bentley's  (William  W.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  24th  Regiment. 

Berkeley's  (Norborne)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment. 

Biles'  (Edwin  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Birkman's  (Richard  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  191st  Regiment. 

Black's  (Mahlon)  Sharpshooters.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Company. 

Blackman's  (Albert  M.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  27th Regiment. 

Blacknall's  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops.  Confederate,  23d  Regi 
ment. 

Blake's  (Francis  D.)  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment.  Batter;/  A. 

Blake's  (Julius  A.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Blount's  (John  M.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Blount's  (Joseph  G. )  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops.  Confederate. 

Board's  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate.  5Sth  Regiment. 

Boernstein's  (Augustus  S.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  4th  Regiment. 

Bolter's  (Sampson)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Bolton's  (Joseph  K.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  Jlst  Regiment. 

Bonaud's  (A.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2Sth  Battalion. 

Bookter's  (Edwin  F.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  12th  Regiment, 
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Bosbyshell's  (Oliver  C.)  Infantry-     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 

Boston's  (Reuben  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Bowen's  (Robert  E.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Rifles. 

Bowies'  (Pinckney  D.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Boyd's  (James*)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Regiment. 

Boyd's  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  45th  Regiment. 

Boyd's  (Waller  M.)  Infantry.     Seo  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  19th  Regiment. 

Boykin's  (Stephen  M.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Brabble's  (Edmund  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3%d  Regi 
ment. 

Bradford's  (William  D.)  Artillery.     See  Confederate  Guards,  Artillery,  post. 

Bradshaw's  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  42d 
Regiment. 

Brady's  Sharpshooters.     See  Michigan  Troops. 

Branch  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Branch's  (Thomas  W.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  44th  Battalion. 

Brander's  (Thomas  A.)  Artillery.     See  Letcher  Artillery,  post. 

Brevard's  (Theodore  W.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  1 1th  Regiment. 

Bright's  (John  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d 
Regiment;  also  1st  Battalion. 

Brinckle's  (John  R.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Broadfoot's  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment,  Junior  Rexerces. 

Broady's  (K.  Oscar)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Gist  Regiment. 

Brooke  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  dm  federate.. 

Brooks  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Brewer's  (Martin  V.  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (Francis  T.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Brown's  (Hamilton  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment. 

Brown's  (Harvey  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  1st  Regiment. 

Brown's  (Jack)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  59th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (James  F.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Brown's  (James  G.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  G4th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (T.  Frederick)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Batteries 
A  and  B. 

Branson's  (Ervin  B.)  Artillery.     See  Pee  Dee  Artillery,  post. 

Buie's  (Duncan  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bulger's  (Michael  J.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Bumstead's  (Horace)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  43d  Regiment. 

Burr's  (John  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Cobb's  Legion,  post. 

Burt's  (Mason  W.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Burt's  (William  G.)  Infantry.     Sen  South  Carolina  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Burton's  (John  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  llth  Battery. 

Burton's  (John  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troops.  1st  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  I. 

Bussey's  (Hezekiah)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Butler's  (Andrew  P.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  P.  A. 

Butler's  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Callais'  (W.  J.)  Infantry.     Seo  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  33d  Regiment. 

Callaway's  (Morgan)  Artillery.     Seo  Pulaski  Artillery,  post. 

Campbell's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  85th  Regiment. 

Cannon's  (Madison  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 

Carlton's  (Henry  H.)  Artillery.     See  Troup  Artillery,  post. 

Carmical's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 
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Carmichael's  (William  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  53d 
Regiment . 

Carpenter's  (Johu  C.)  Artillery.     See  Allcghany  Artillery,  ante. 

Carringtou's  (Henry  A. )  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ISth  Regiment. 

Carrington's  (James  McD.)  Artillery.     See  Charlottesvllle  Artillery,  post. 

Carter's  (R.  Welby)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Carter's  (Thomas  E.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  157th  Regiment. 

Carter's  (William  P.)  Artillery.     See  Kiny  William  Artillery,  post. 

Cayce's  (George  M.)  Artillery.     See  Pureell  Artillery,  post. 

Chamberlain's  (Abial  G.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  37th  Regiment. 

Chamberlain's  (Samuel  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Chamberlayne's  (Joliu  H.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Chamberlin's  (William  N.)  Artillery.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Charlotte  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Charlottesville  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cheek's  (William  II.)  Cavalry-  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment. 

Chew's  (Robert  S.)  lafantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  30th  Regiment. 

Child's  (William  D.)  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Batteries  A 
and  B. 

Choate's  (Francis  C.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Christian's  (William  S.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  55th  Regiment, 

Clapp's  (Dexter  E.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  SSth  Regiment. 

Clark's  (A.  Judson)  Artillery.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Clark's  (Stephen  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Clarke's  (Robert)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  A, 

Clarke's  (Will  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  S5th  Regiment. 

Clinton's  (James  B.)  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Clutter's  (Valentino  J.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Coan's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     Sec  New  York  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 

Coast  Guard,  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cobb's  Legion.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Cobb's  (Xorvell)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  44th  Regiment. 

Cochran's  (A.  J.)  Artillery.     See  Confederate  Guards,  Artillery,  post. 

Cochran's  (Jesse  C.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Cochran's  (Thomas  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 

Coit's  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Colburn's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  59th  Regiment. 

Colcock's  (Charles  J.)  Cavalry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Cole's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  3d  Regiment. 

Coleman's  (Henry  E.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regi 
ment. 

Coles'  (Hiram  E.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  40th  Regiment. 

Collins'  (Charles  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  15th  Regiment. 

Collis'  (Charles  H.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  114th  Regiment. 

Confederate  Guards,  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Confederate  States  Zouaves.  Infantry.     See  Alfred  Coppens'  Infantry,  post. 

Conner's  (Freeman)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Conser's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  105th  Regiment. 

Cook's  (George  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Cook's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  76th  Regiment. 

XJook's  (Philip)  Infantry.      See  Georgia  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Coonan's  (John)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  182d  Regiment. 

Cooper's  (John  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Cooper's  (Raleigh  L.)  Artillery.     See  Stafford  Artillery,  post. 
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Coppens'  (Alfred)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Coughlin's  (Johii)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire,  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Counselman's  (Jacob  II.)  Cavalry.     See  Mart/land  Troop*,  futon.  1st  Regimeni. 

Courtney  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cowan's  (Robert  V.)  Infantry.     SceXorth  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  ;',3d  Regiment- 

Coward's  (A.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Cox's  (William  R.1  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Creney's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Xew  York  Troops,  95th  Ret/intent . 

Crenshaw's  (William  a.)  Artillery.     See  Thomas  Ellett'a  Artillery,  post. 

Croft's  (Edward)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  14th  Regiment, 

Gulp's  (John  R.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Cumming's  (James  D.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Bat 
talion,  Battery  C. 

Cummings'  (Emory)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  23d  Battalion. 

Cunningham's  (Arthur  S.)  Infantry.     See  I'lrginla  Troops,  Confederate,  40th  Regimeni. 

Cutcheou's  (Byron  M.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Daggett's  (Rutus)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  117th  Regiment. 

Dance's  (Willis  J.)  Artillery.     See  Pou-hatan  Artillery,  post. 

Dandy's  (George  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

Danforth's  (John  B.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate.  1st  Regiment,  Statt 
Reserves,  Militia. 

Daniel's  (William  S.)  Infantry.    See  Tennessee  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  P.  A. 

Daniels'  (Percy)  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Danville  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dare's  (Daniel)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  Jersey  Troops,  12th  Regiment, 

Dauchy's  (George  K..)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  12th  Battery, 

Davidson's  (George  S.)  Artillery.     See  John  II.  Chamber  lay  He1 8  Artillery,  ante. 

Davidson's  (William  L.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate.  7th  Reg. 
iment. 

Davis'  (James  T.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  'Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Regiment. 

Davis'  (J.  Lucius)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Regiment. 

Davis'  (John  B.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Davis'  (William  P.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylcania  Troops,  90th  Regiment. 

Deans'  (James)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  31st  Regiment. 

De  Blanc's  (Alcibiudes)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

De  Land's  (Charles  V.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Demerit's  (William  F.1  Artillery.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battery. 

De  Meuleirs  (Einelius)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Battery  K. 

Desmond's  (Jolm  A.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  SSth  Regiment. 

Dettor's  (John  II.)  Cavalry.     See,  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Regiment. 

Dickenson's  (Crispin)  Artillery.     See  Ringgold  Artillery,  post. 

Dimon's  (Charles  A.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Volunteers,  1st  Regiment. 

Doane's  (Charles  R.)  Artillery.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  4th  Batter y. 

Doheny's  (Michael)  Infantry.     See  Xew  York  Troops,  155th  Regiment. 

Donald's  (William  K.)  Artillery.     See  Kockbridge  Artillery  No.  2,  post. 

Donaldsonville  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Dorsey's  (Stephen  W.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  R. 

Doty's  (Albert)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Doty's  (Franklin  B.)  Infantry.     See  Xcw  York  Troops,  179th  Regiment. 

Dow's  (Edwin  B.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  6th  Battery. 

Dow's  (Edwin  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  P. 

Draper's  (William  F.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Drew's  (Jeremiah  D.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire,  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Du  Hose's  (Dudley  M.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 
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Duke's  (Richard  T.  W.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Battalion, 
Reserves, 

Dulany's  (Richard  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 

Duncan's  (David  R.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  13th  Regiment 

Duncan's  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored.  4th  Regiment. 

Dungaii's  (Robert  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  48th  Regiment. 

Dunning's  (Erasmus  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

DureU's  (George  W.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  D. 

Duvall's  (Robert  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Purnell  Legion,  post. 

Barley's  (A.  E.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Easterliug's  (X.  A.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  ~'lst  Regiment. 

Easterly's  (George  B.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  4th  Battery. 

Eaton's  (Henry  A.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Eaton's  (John  B.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  27th  Buttery. 

Eaton's  (Samuel  C.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Eckert's  (George  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Edgell's  (Frederick  M.)  Artillery.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Edgertou's  (William  G.)  Infantry.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  llth  Regiment. 

Edmands'  (J.  Gushing)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  JJd  Regiment. 

Edwards'  (Albert  M.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Edwards'  (Oliver  E.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Egbert's  (George  T.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lS3d  Regiment. 

Ege's  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lS7th  Regiment. 

Ellett's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ellis' (Andrew  J.)  Aitillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Battery  A. 

Emerson's  (Edward  O.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Ersou's  (Eric)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Regiment. 

Esuleman's  (Beujamiu  F.)  Artillery.     See  Washington  Artillery  Battalion,  post. 

Evans'  (Andre-w  \Y.)  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Evans'  (Clement  A.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  31st  Regiment. 

Evans'  (Edwin)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

Evans'  (Stephen  B.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Evans'  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment,  State 
Reserves. 

Falls'  (Richard  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Faribault's  (George  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  47th  Reg 
iment. 

Farinholt's  (Benjamin  L.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Reserves. 

Farrington's  (George  M.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3oth  Regiment. 

Farwell's  (James  C.)  Infantry.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  lut  Regiment. 

Fauntleroy's  (Robert  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  55th  Regiment. 

Fauquier  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Fay's  (Harry  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Ferebee's  (Dennis  D.)  Cavalry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regi 
ment. 

Fickling's  (William  W.)  Artillery.     See  Brooks  Artillery,  ante. 

Finley's  (Joseph  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  76th  Regiment. 

Finnicum's  (Mark)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Fisher's  (Isaac  B.)  Infantry.     See  West  Virginia  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Fitch's  (Butler)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  8th  Battery. 

Fite's  (John  A.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Fitzhugh's  (Charles  L.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Bat- 
tcriev  C  *nd  E. 
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Planners  (Henry  G.)  Artillery.     See  Branch  Artillery,  ante. 

Fleming's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  28th  Regiment. 

Flowerree's  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 

Fluvanua  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Folk's  (George  X.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Follett's  (Frederick  M.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  D. 

Fontaine's  (Clement  R.)  Infantry.     .See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  57th  Regiment. 

Forney's  (William  II. )  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Forno's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana    Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Forsyth's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Foster's  (Albert  H.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Frankle's  (Jone.s)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Frederick's  (James  D.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  10th  Battalion. 

Fredericksburg  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Freeman's  (Jolm  S.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  Sth  Regiment. 

Fry's  (C.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Orange  Artillery,  post. 

Fuller's. (Nehemiah  P.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Regiment, 
Battery  B. 

Funk's  (John  H.  S.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regiment. 

Funsten's  (Oliver  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  llth  Regiment. 

Gallaway's  (Thomas  S.,  jr.)  Infantry-  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  22d 
Regiment. 

Gantt's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  19th  Regiment. 

Garber's  (Asher  W.)  Artillery.     See  Stannton  Artillery,  post. 

Garden's  (Hugh  R.)  Artillery.     See  Palmetto  Artillery  No.  2,  post. 

Gardner's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Garrard's  (Jepthu)  Cavalry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  1st  Regiment. 

Garrett's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Sth  Regi 
ment. 

Garrison's  (Henry  C.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Union  Troops,  Volunteers,  1st  Regiment. 

Garvin's  (Edwin  L.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Batteries 
H  and  I. 

Gates'  (Theodore  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

George's   (Xewton  J.)  Infantry.      See  Tennessee  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  P.  A. 

Gholston's  (James  S.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (Aurelius  W.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  45th  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (.John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  4Sth  Regiment. 

Giles'  (James)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  29th  Regiment. 

Gilmer's  (John  A.,  jr.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  27th  Regi 
ment. 

Gist's  (Moses  B.)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Glenn's  (Luther  J.)  Infantry.     See  Cobb's  Legion,  ante. 

Glenn's  (R.  II.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 

God-win's  (Archibald  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  57th 
Regiment. 

Goggans'  (Elijah  J.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Goldsmith's  (Washington  L.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Gooding's  (John  J.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Goodwin's  (Samuel  G.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Gordon's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Graham's  (Archibald)  Artillery.     See  Rockbridge  Artillery,  post. 

Graham's  (Edward)  Artillery.     See  Petersburg  Artillery,  post. 

Graham's  (William  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  104th  Regiment. 
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Grandy's  (Charles  R.)  Artillery.    See  Norfolk  Blues,  Artillery,  post. 

Granger's  (Henry  H. )  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

Gray's  (Patrick)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  Old  Regiment. 

Gray's  (Robert  J.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  9th  Ret/intent. 

Greeley's  (Edwin  S.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  10th  Regiment, 

Green's  (Charles  A.)  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Guard,  Artillery,  post, 

Greer's( William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  10th  Battalion. 

Gregg's  (Theodore)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4oth  Reyiment. 

Griffin's  (Charles  B.)  Artillery.     See  Salem  Artillery,  post. 

Griffin's  (Joel  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  tith  Reyiment;  also  (l.?d  Reyiment. 

Griffin's  (Thomas  M.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi.  Troops,  18th  Reyimenl. 

Griggs'  (George  K.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  38th  Regiment. 

Grimes'  (Bryan)  Infantry.     See  North-  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  -1th  Reyiment. 

Grindlay's  (James)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  146th  Reyiment. 

Groner's  (Virginias  D.)  Infantry.     See  Firyinia  Troops,  Confederate,  Hist  Regiment. 

Grubb's  (E.  Burd)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 

Guest's  (Adolphus  A.)  Sharpshooters.      See  Union  Troops,  Volunteers,  ,Jd  Regiment. 

Hagood's  (James  R.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Reyiment.  Volunteers. 

Haines'  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Hall's  (Josephus  M.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  5th  Reyiment. 

Hall's  (Matthew  R.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  4Sth  Reyiment. 

Hall's  (Robert  M.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Reyiment.  Battery  B. 

Hall's  (William  C.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  ;13d  Reyiment. 

Ham's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Reyiment. 

Hamilton's  (Daniel  II.)  Infantry.     See  Sou  tit,  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Reyiment,  P.  A. 

Hamilton's  (Isaac  T.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  110th  Regiment. 

Hamilton's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  Phillips  Legion,  post. 

Hamlin's  (James  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylrania  Troops,  145th  Regiment. 

Hamlink's  (Derrick  F.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  D. 

Hampden  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hampton  Legion.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Hancock's  (John  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Bat 
talion. 

Hardaway  Artillery.     See  William  B.  Hurt's  Artillery,  post. 

Harding's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  61st  Regiment. 

Hardwick's  (William  M.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  48th  Reyiment. 

Hardwicke's  (William  W.)  Artillery.     See  Lee  Artillery,  post. 

Harman's  (As-her  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Firyinia  Troops,  Confederate,  l.llh  Regiment. 

Harney's  (George)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  147th  Regiment. 

Harrill's  (Lawson)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  56th  Regiment. 

Harriman's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  37th  Regiment. 

Harris'  (James  G.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 

Harris'  (John  L.)  Infantry.      See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  24th  Regiment. 

Harris'  (William  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Harrison's  (Archibald  T.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate.  30th  Regi 
ment. 

Harrison's  (Julian)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  >>th  Regiment. 

Harrison's  (Randolph)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  34th  Regiment. 

Harrower's  (Henry  G.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Hart's  (James  F.)  Artillery.     See  Washington  (S.  C.)  Artillery,  post. 

Hart's  (Patrick)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Battery. 

Harwood's  (Franklin)  Engineers.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars. 

Haynes'  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate.  27th  Regiment. 

Haywood's  (Edward  G.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  7th 
Regiment. 
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Hazley's  (James)  Infantry.     Sec  New  York  Troops,  89th  Reyiment. 

Heald's  (John  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Reyiment. 

Healy's  (Virgil  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troop*,  Sth  Reyiment. 

Heffron's  (Henry  G.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  79th  Reyiment. 

Heggart's  ( Robert)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  IG-ith  Reyiment. 

Henagan's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  8th  Reyiment. 

Henderson's  (William)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Reyiment. 

Henry's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Pcnnsylrania  Troops,  l-loth  Reyiment. 

Hensley's  (James  O.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,,  10th  Bat 
talion. 

Herbert's  (Arthur)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Reyiment. 

Herbert's  (James  R. )  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Reyiment. 

Higginbotham'a  i  John  C.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Regi 
men  t. 

Hill's  (Lewis  II.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Gist  Reyiment. 

Hindes'  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  96th  Reyiment. 

Hitchcock's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  U2d  Reyiment. 

Hobson's  (Owen  II.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hodges'  (Wesley  C.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  17th  Reyiment. 

Hoffman's  (John  S.j  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  31st  Regiment. 

Hoge's  (Edward  F.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Reyiment. 

Hogg's  (George)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Holcombe  Legion.     See  South  Carolina'  Troops. 

Holleyman's  (John  W. )  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Holliday's  (Frederick  W.  M.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  33d  Regi 
ment. 

Hollis'  (Abijah)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  56th  Reyiment. 

Holman's  (John  II.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  1st  Reyiment. 

Holmes'  (Joseph  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  8th  Reyiment. 

Holt's  (Willis  C.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  10th  Reyiment. 

Hood's  (William  11.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  od  Battalion  (Oper 
atives). 

Hooks'  (Hoax  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Senior  Reserves. 

Hopkins'  (Charles  F.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Hopper's  (George  C.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Reyiment. 

Hopper's  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Horton's  (Everett  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  oSth  Reyiment. 

Hough's  (John  S.)  Cavalry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  3d  Reyiment. 

Howard's  ('William  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.     Sue  New  York  Troops.  13th  Reyiment. 

Howell's  (John  H.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Reyiment,  Battery  M. 

Howie's  (Sandford  G.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  35th  Regi 
ment. 

Hubbard's  (Stephen  L.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  L. 

Hudson's  (Joshua  H.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  36th  Reyiment. 

Hueston's  (Edgar  J.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  lllth  Reyiment. 

Huger  Artillery.     See  Joseph  D.  Moore's  Artillery,  post. 

Huggins'  (James  II.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  23d  Regiment. 

Hughes'  (Chester  K.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  143d  Reyiment. 

Hughs'  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  25th  Regiment. 

Huguley's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  59th  Reyiment. 

Hunt's  (Horatio  N.)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  64th  Reyiment. 

Hurt's  (William  B.)  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Hutchins'  (Nathan  L.,jr.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 
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Hyman's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Regi 
ment. 

Ingraham's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  14th  Regiment. 

Irvin's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  106th- Regiment. 

Irvin's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  149th  Regiment. 

Irwin  Artillery.     See  Sitmter  Artillery,  post,  Battery  C. 

Ives'  (Lucius  H.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  26th  Regiment. 

Jack's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  56th  Regiment. 

James' (Martin  S.)  Heavy  Artillery.  Sec  Rhode  Island  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  flat 
tery  C. 

Jameson's  (Thormlike  C.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st 
Regiment,  Colored. 

Jardine's  (George)  Sharpshooters.     See  Michigan  Troops. 

Jarvis'  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion,  Re 
serves. 

Jayne's  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  48th  Regiment. 

Jeff.  Davis  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Ti-oops. 

Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  Cavalry.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Jeffords'  (Robert  J.)  Cavalry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Jennett's  ( James  L.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  59th  Regiment. 

Johannes'  (John  G.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  tith  Regiment. 

Johnson's  (J.M.)  Infantry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Johnson's  (John  A.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2Sth  Regiment. 

Johnson's  (Marmaduko)  Artillery.     See  Valentine  J.  Clutter's  Artillery,  ante. 

Johnson's  (Philip)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Johnston's  (Charles  F.)  Artillery.     See  Albemarle  Artillery,  ante. 

Jolly's  (Jolm  J.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  43d  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Edward  J.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  llth  Battery. 

Jones'  (Euoch)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Jones'  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Jones'  (George  S.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 

Jones'  (George  W.)  Infaoitry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  150th  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Josiah  N.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Jones'  (Lorraine  F.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Howitzers,  post,  2d  Company. 

Jordan's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  49th  Regiment. 

Jordan's  (Jolm  V.)  Infantry.      See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  31st  Regiment. 

Jourdan's  (James)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  158th  Regiment. 

Judson's  (Amos  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  83d  Regiment. 

Kenan's  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  43d  Regi 
ment. 

Kennedy's  (John  D.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Kerr's  (Robert  M.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Kerr's  (Thomas)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Kerwin's  (Michael)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Kesselmark's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  46th  Regiment. 

Kester's  (John  W.)  Cavalry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Ketchum's  (William  A.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Key's  (John  C.  G.)  Infantry.     See  Texas  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Kiddoo's  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  22d  Regiment. 

King's  (J.  Horace)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

King's  (Robert  G.)  Infantry.     See  Purnell  Legion,  post. 

King  William  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Kinsey's  (Xeri  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  190th  Regiment. 

Kirby's  (George  B.)  Infantry.     See  Nao  York  Troops,  47th  Regiment. 

Kirkpatrick's  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.     See  Amherst  Artillery,  ante. 
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Kitchiug's  (J.  Howard)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  Gth  Regiment. 
Kleckner's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ISith  Regiment. 
Klein's  (Dimiel)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 
Kleinz's  (Christopher)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Knowles'  (Oliver  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 
Korte's  (Frederick)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  M. 

Kreutzer's  (William)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  9Sth  Regiment. 

Lamar's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  (reorgia  Troops,  Glut  Regiment. 

Lamars  (Thomas  13.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  oik  Regiment. 

Lamb's  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,    Confederate,   2d 
Regiment. 

Lane's  (John  R. )  Infantry.     See  North    Carolina   Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regiment. 

Lang's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Lang's  (Nathaniel)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  121st  Regiment. 

Langdon's  (Looiuis  L.)  Artillery.     See    Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  M. 

Langhorue's   (Maurice  S.)  Infantry.     See    Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  llth  Regi 
ment. 

Langley's  (Frank  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Lankford's  (William  C.)  Infantry.     See  North   Carolina  Troops,   Confederate,  47th 
Regiment. 

Lansing's  (Jacob  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Larkin's  ( James  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Lee  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lee's  (Edgar  J.)  Artillery.     See  Montgomery  True  Blues,  Artillery,  post. 

Lee's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     Sen  New  York  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Lee's  (John  D.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Lee's  (Richard  II.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Battery. 

Lentz's  (John  D.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  91st  Regiment. 

Lesesne's  (Henry  II.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  '23d  Regiment. 

Lester's  (Richard  P.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Lester's  (William  i  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Letcher  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lewellen's  (J.  Richard)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Regiment. 

Lewis'  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Lewis'  (John  S.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Lewis'  (John  W.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Lewis'  (Wellington  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  S9th  Regiment. 

Lightfoot's  (James  N.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Oth  Regiment. 

Little's  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Locke's  (Arthur  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Lofton's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Loomis   (Adgate  L.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  31st  Regiment. 

Lord's  (Newton  B.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  '20th  Regiment. 

Louisiana  Guard.  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Love's  (Andrew  1'.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  4th  Battalion. 

Love's  (Matthew  N.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Regi 
men  t. 

Lowrance's  (William  L.  J.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  34th 
Regiment. 

Lowry's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Lowther's  (Alexander  A.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Lucas'  (J.  Jonathan)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  15th  Battalion. 

Ludlow's  (Israel)  Artillery.     See   Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment,  Battery  A. 


1B24  OPERATIONS  IN  SE.  VA.  AND  N.  C.  tCiUP.  LIV. 


Luning's  (Aiolph)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  10th  Regiment. 
McArthur's  (William  M.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 
McCallum's  (Alexander)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  8th  Reyiment. 
McChesney's  (Joseph  M.)  Infantry.     Bee  North  Carolina  Troops,   Union,  1st  Regi- 
\  ment. 

McClung's  (Francis  B.)  Infantry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 
McComb's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 
McCormic's  (James  L.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate, 

3d  Regiment;  also  1st  Battalion. 

McCreary's  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  P.  A. 
McCulloch  Rangers.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

McCullohs'  (William  II.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  35th  Regiment* 
McDonald's  (Alexander  J.)  Artillery.     See   Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment, 

Battery  F. 

McElvany's  (James  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  35th  Regiment. 
McFarlan's  (James  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 
McGill's  (John  W.  )  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,   Confederate,  ISth  Regi 

ment. 

McGlashan's  (Peter)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 
McGregor's  (  William  M.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Mclntyre's  (Martin  V.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Battery. 
Mclvor's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  170th  Regiment. 
McKethan's  (Hector)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  51st  Regi 

ment. 

McKuight's  (George  F.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  llih  Battery. 
McLain's  (Alexander  S.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Battery. 
McMahon'a  (John)  Infantry.     See  Neir  York  Troops,  04th  Regiment. 
McMaster's  (Fitz  William)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 
McNeill's  (James  H.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  5th  Regi 

ment. 

Macon  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Macon's  (Miles  C.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Fayette  Artillery,  post. 
Madison  Artillery.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 
Madison  Light  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Mahoii's  (James  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 
Majtheny's  (Theodore)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Manlove's  (Thomas  B.)  Infantry.     See.  Mississippi  Troops,  12th  and  4Sth  Regiments. 
Manly  s  (Basil  C.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate.  1st  Regiment, 

Battery  A. 

Mann's  (Daniel  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Oneida  Cavalry,  post. 
Manning's  (Van  H.  )  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Mapes'  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  2d  Regiment  (Mounted  Rifles). 
Marshall's  (William  C.)  Artillery.     See  Fauquier  Artillery,  ante. 
Martin's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  9th  Regiment, 
Martin's  (Robert  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Martin's  (S.  Taylor)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Martin's  (William  J.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  llth  Regi 

ment, 

Marye's  (Edward  A.)  Artillery.     See  Fredericksburg  Artillery,  ante. 
Massie's  (John  L.)  Artillery.     See  Fluvanna  Artillery,  ante. 
Mathews'  (James  D.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  38th  Regiment. 
Matthewson's  (Angell)  Artillery.-    See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Maurin's  (Victor)  Artillery.     See  Donaldsonville  Artillery,  ante. 
Maury's  (Richard  L.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  24th  Regiment. 
Mayer's  (Edeliniro)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  8th  Regiment. 
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Mayo'a  (Ezekiel  R.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Mayo's  (Joseph,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Mayo'a  (Robert  M.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  47th  Regiment. 

Meikel's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana   Troops,  20th  Regiment;  also    Union 
Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Sharpshooters. 

Mercer's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Mercer's  (Lawrence)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Slst  Regiment. 

Merrill's  (Charles  B.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Merrill's  (Simeon  II.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Milledge's  (John,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Millen's  (JohuM.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  20th  Battalion. 

Miller's  (Benjamin  T.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment,  Batteries  G  and  ff. 

Miller's  (George  McD. ;          .  try.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Rifles. 

Miller's  (John  O.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment, 
Battery  E. 

Miller's  (Lovick  P.)  Cavalry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Miller's  (William  (J.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Rfgiment,  Battery  B. 

Milton's  (Richard  S.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  9th  Battery. 

Minetree's  (Joseph  P.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  41st  Regiment. 

Mink's  (Charles  E..)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Mobley's  (Edward  M.*)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

Moffett's  (Charles  J.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  '3d  Battalion. 

Moiiaghan's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Montague's  (Edgar  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  Regiment. 

Montgomery  True  Blues,  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Moody's  ( Daniel  N.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Moody's  (George-  V.)  Artillery.     See  Madison  Artillery,  ante. 

Moore's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsi/lrania  Troops,  203d  Regiment. 

Moore's  (Joseph  D.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Moore's  (Roger)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Moore's  (Samuel  A.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  14ih  Regiment. 

Moore's  (Walter  R.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Moran's  (James)  Heavy   Artillery.     See   Rhode  Island    Troops,  5th  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  D. 

Morris  Artillery.     See  Firginia  Troops,   Confederate. 

Morris'  (Louis  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  (!th  Regiment. 

Morris'  (P.  A.  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Morrison's  (Einmett  M.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  loth  Regiment. 

Morrison's  (Joseph  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Morrow's  (Thomas  G.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Mosby's  (Robert  G.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  59th  Regiment. 

Mounger's  (John  C.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Mudgett's  (Isaac  N.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Company. 

Munford's  (Thomas  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Murchison's  (Kenneth  M.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,   Confederate,  54th 
Regiment. 

Murphy's  (Joseph  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.     SeeJVeic  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment 

Murphy's  (Murtha)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  69th  Regiment. 

Murray's  (John  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  148th  Regiment. 

Myers'  (Ezekiel)  Artillery.     See  Rowan  Artillery, post. 

Myrick's  (John  R.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Nadenbousch's  (John  Q.  A.)  Infantry.     See    Virginia   Troops,   Confederate,  2d  liegi. 
ment. 

Naegely's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
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Naval  Battalion,  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Battalion,  Local 
Defense. 

NeaTs  (James  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Neblett  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Neeper's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  57th  Regiment. 

Nelson  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Nelson's  (Andrew  M.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  4%d  Regiment. 

Nelson's  (George  S.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Nethercutt's  (John  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  G6lh 
Regiment. 

Newberry's  (Walter  C.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

New  York  1st  Mounted  Rifles.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment,  Car  airy. 

New  York  20th  Militia.  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

New  York  69th  National  Guard,  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troops,  ISSd  Regiment, 
Infantry. 

Nichols1  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  Neio  York  Troops,  118th  Regiment. 

Norfolk  Blues,  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

North  Carolina  10th  Regiment.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment,  Artillery. 

North  Carolina  36th  Regiment.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi 
ment,  Heavy  Artillery. 

North  Carolina  40th  Regiment.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi 
ment,  Heavy  Artillery. 

Oakmaii's  (Hiram  A.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  30th  Regiment. 

O'Brien's  (Alfred  G. )  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Oneida  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops. 

O'Neill's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  118th  Regiment. 

O'Neill's  (John  B.  G.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Orange  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Orr's  (James  L.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Rifles. 

Orr^s  (William)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Orwig's  (Thomas  G.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Otey  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Otis'  (Elwell  S.)  Infantry.     See  Neiv  York  Troops,  140th  Regiment. 

Overton's  (Edward,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Owen's  (Thomas  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Regiment. 

Owens'  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regi 
ment. 

Pacetty's  (J.  Anthony)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  8th  Regiment, 

Palmetto  Artillery  No.  2.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Parham's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  41st  Regiment. 

Paris'  (Andrew  B.)  Artillery.     See  Staunton  Hill  Artillery,  post. 

Park's  (Wisner)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 

Parker's  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  SOth  Regi 
ment. 

Parker's  (William  W.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Parks'  (Marcus  A.)  Infantry.      See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  5M,  Regiment. 

Parsons'  (Augustin  N.)  Artillery.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Patterson's  (Edmund  Y.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  88th  Regiment. 

Patterson's  (George  M.)  Artillery.     See  Sumter  Artillery,  post,  Battery  B. 

Patterson's  (Joab  N.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Patton's  (Alexander  G.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Payne's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Pearson's  (Alfred  L.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  155th  Regiment. 
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Peck's  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Peebles'  (William  II.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Pee  Dee  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Fegram's  (Richard  G.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pendleton's  (Edmund)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Pendleton's  (Samuel  H.)  Artillery.    See  Morris  Artillery,  ante. 

Pendrell's  (William)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  New  York  Troop*,  13th  Regiment,  Bat 
teries  A  and  H. 

Penick's  (Nathan)  Artillery.     See  John  W.  Lewis'  Artillery,  ante. 

Penn's  (Davidson  B.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Penuington's  (Alexander  C.  M.,,jr.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  3d 
Regiment,  Battery  M. 

Pennypacker's  (Galusba)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9!'th  Regiment. 

Pentecost's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  100th  Regiment. 

Perkins'  (Henry  S.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  1st  Regiment. 

Perkins'  (Joseph  G.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  19th  Regiment. 

Perrin's  (Ahner)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Perry's  (William  F.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  44th  Regiment. 

Petersburg  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pettes'  (William  II.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Phillips'  (James  J.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Phillips'  (Jefferson  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Regiment. 

Phillips  Legion.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Phipps'  (Richard  W.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Pickens'  (Samuel  B.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Pickering's  (Johu,  jr.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  13th  Unattached- 
Company. 

Pierce;s  (Francis  E.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  lOSth  Regiment. 

Pierce's  (Henry  II.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  C. 

Pinckard's  (Lucius)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Pincus'  (Simon)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  66th Regiment. 

Pitt's  (Franklin  G.)  Cavalry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  16th  Bat 
talion . 

Poague's  (William  T.)  Artillery.     See  Rockbridge  Artillery,  pout. 

Foindexters  (George)  Artillery.     See  Madison  Artillery,  ante. 

Pond's  (Francis  B.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  62d  Regiment. 

Poor's  (Walter  S.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Powell's  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  10th  Regiment. 

Powell's  (Robert  M.)  Infantry.     See  Texas  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Powhatan  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Pratt's  (Benjamin  F.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  36th  Regiment. 

President's  Guards,  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Battalion. 

Pruyn's  (Minott  A.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Pulaski  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Pulford's  (Johu)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 

Purcell  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Purnell  Legion.  Cavalry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Purnell  Legion,  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union. 

Ramsey's  (David  M.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  101st  Regiment. 

Rand's  (Arnold  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Randall's  (George  M.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Randlett's  (James  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire  Troops.  3d  Regiment. 

Randolph's  (John  F.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  126th  Regiment. 
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Rankin's  (William  S.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  21st  Regi 
ment. 

Ransom's  (Alfred)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  23d  Battery. 

Raulston's  (John  B.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  Slst  Regiment. 

Raymond's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  23(1  Regiment. 

Read's  (Walter  A.)  Infantry.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Reece's  (John  J I.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  and  Slh 
Battalions,  Junior  Reserves. 

Reese's  (William  J.)  Artillery.     See  Jeff.  Davis  Artillery,  ante. 

Reichard's  (Francis  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  ISSth  Regiment. 

Reynolds'  (Albert)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  125th  Reaiment. 

Reynolds'  (Arthur  E.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  2Gth  Regiment. 

Reynolds'  (Reuben  O.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troop»,  llth  Regiment. 

Rhodes'  (William  B.)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Ratten/  E. 

Rice's  (Edmund)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  19th  and  20th  Regiments. 

Rice's  (R.  Sidney)  Artillery.     See  Danville  Artillery,  ante. 

Rice's  (William  G.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Battalion. 

Rich's  (William  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Phillips  Legion,  ante. 

Richards'  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.     See  Madison  Light  Artillery,  ante. 

Richardson's  (J.  B.)  Artillery.  See  Washington  Artillery  Battalion,  post,  3d  Bat 
tery. 

Richardson's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  ofith  Regiment. 

Richardson's  (Lester  I.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment.  Battery  D. 

Richmond  City  Battalion,  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Bat 
talion. 

Richmond  City  Home  Guards.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Richmond  Fayette  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Richmond  Howitzers,  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ricketts'  (R.  Bruce)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania,  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Riggs'  (William  J.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Riuggold  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rion's  (James  II.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  7th  Battalion. 

Ripley's  (Edward  II.)  Infantry.     See  Vermont  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Rivers'  (Charles  C.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  llih  Regiment. 

Roberts'  (Joseph)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Roberts'  (William  P.)  Cavalry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regi 
ment. 

Robertson's  (James  T.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Rifles. 

Robison's  (John  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Rockbridge  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Rockbridge  Artillery  No.  2.     See  Virginia  I'roops,  Confederate. 

Rockwell's  (Alfred  P.)  Artillery.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Roder's  (John  W.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment.  Batter;/  K. 

Roemer's  (Jacob)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  34th  Battci-y. 

Rogers'  (Edward  W.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  19th  Battery. 

Rogers'  (Embre)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  U!)th  Regiment. 

Rogers'  (George  T.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  I'roops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 

Rogers'  (Robert  E.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Ross'  (Hugh  M.)  Artillery.     See  Sumier  Artillery,  post,  Battery  A. 

Ross'  (John  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  84th  Regiment. 

Rowan  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Royston's  (Young  L.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Russell's  (Charles  S.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  ^Sth  Regiment. 

Rutherford's  (William  D.)  Infantry.     Sec  South  Carolina  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Rutledge's  (B.  Huger)  Cavalry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
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Ryerson's  (George  \V.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Salem  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Salter's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  23d  Battalion,  Sharpshooters. 

Sampson  Artillery.     Sec  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Sampson's  (Orange  S.)  Infantry.     See.  Massachusetts  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 

Sanders'  (C.  ('.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  24th  Regiment. 

Sanford's  (John  W.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  COth  Regiment. 

Sanger's  (.Joseph  P.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  1). 

Saunders'   (William  L.)  Infantry.     See  North    Carolina   Troops,  Confederate,  40th 
Regiment. 

Savage's  (James  \V.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  12th  Regiment. 

Scheu's  (Jacob)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Schoouover's  (John)  Infantry.     Set;  New  Jersey  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Schreyer's  (Philip  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

Scott's  (William  W.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Sellers'  (Eli  G.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  91sl  Regiment. 

Serrell's  (Edward  W.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Seymour's  (Frank)   Heavy  Artillery.     See  New   York   Troops,  4th  Regiment,  Bat 
tery  L. 

Shatswell's  (Nathaniel)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Shaw's  (James,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  7th  Regiment. 

Shaw's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  115th  Regiment. 

Sheafer's  (Henry  J.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  107th  Regiment. 

Shearer's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  55th  Regiment. 

Shepard's  (Samuel  G.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Shields' (William)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  3d  Battalion, 

Shivers'  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Shurtleff's  (Giles  W.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored.  5th  Regiment. 

Sickel's  (Horatio  G.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  19Sth  Regiment. 

Silvis'  (George  W.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  D. 

Simms'  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  53d  Regiment. 

Simpson's  (Thomas)  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 

Singeltary's  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina   Troops,   Confederate,  44th 
Regiment. 

Skinner's  (Frederick  G.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment. 

Skinner's  (James  H.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  52d  Regiment. 

Slateu's  (C.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Macon  Artillery,  ante. 

Slaughter's  (Philips  P.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  56th  Regiment. 

Sleeper's  (J.  Henry)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

Slosson's  (Henry  V.)  Engineers.     See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Benjamin  H.,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Richmond  Howitzers,  ante,  3d  Company. 

Smith's  (John  D.)  Artillery.     See  Bedford  Artillery,  ante. 

Smith's  (John  F.)  Infantry.     Sec  New  York  Troops,  112th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (John  Holmes)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  llth  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Normand)  Infantry.     See  New  Hampshire,  Troops,  13th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Samuel  N.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Thomas  R.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Southerland's  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st 
Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Southside  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Spalter'a  (Frank  J.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Spaulding's  (Ira)  Engineers.      See  New  York  Troops,  50th  Regiment. 

Spaulding's  (Joseph  W.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Spear's  (Ellis)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  201h  Regiment. 
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Spear's  (Joseph  E.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  5th  (E)  Battery. 

Speer's  ( William  H.  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2Sth  Reg 
iment. 

Spencer's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troopf,  Confederate. 

Splaine's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Sprague's  (Augustus  B.  E.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  Massachusetts  Troops,  ;ld  Regi 
ment,  3d  Battalion. 

Stafford  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stanfield's  (William  B.)  Artillery.     See  Nelson  Artillery,  ante. 

Stanhope's  (Philip  W.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars.  12th  Regiment. 

Stansel's  (Martin  L.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  41st  Regiment . 

Starr's  (Joseph  B.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Bat 
talion. 

Start's  (Romeo  H.)  Artillery.     See  Vermont  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Staunton  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Staunton  Hill  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stearns'  (Ozora  P.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  39th  Regiment. 

Stedmaii's  (Charles  M.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  44th 
Regiment. 

Steedman's  (JohnM.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Stevens'  (Atherton  II.,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Stewart's  (James)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Stewart's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  Gist  Regiment. 

Stiles'  (William  H.,  sr.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Stitt's  (William)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Stone's  (Henry  M.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Stone's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Stowe's  (Samuel  N.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  JSth  Regi 
ment. 

Stowe's  (William  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  16th  Regi 
ment. 

Strange's  (James  "W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battal 
ion,  Local  Defense. 

Stratton's  (Franklin  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Street's  (Napoleon  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Regiment. 

Strong's  (Thomas  J.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Stubbs'  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Sturdivant's  (N.  A)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate.- 

Sudborough's  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 

Sullivan's  (J.  E.)  Artillery.     See  Hampden  Artillery,  ante. 

Sumner's  (Edwin  V.)  Cavalry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Sumter  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Swain's  (John  L.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regiment. 

Talbot's  (Thomas  H.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Taliaferro's  (Alexander  G.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confedei-atc,  22d  Regi 
ment. 

Taliaferro's  (V.  H)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Tanner's  (William  A.)  Artillery.     See  Courtney  Artillery,  ante. 

Tappen's  (John  R.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7~d  and  120th  Regiments. 

Tayloe's  (Edward  P.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  22d  Battalion. 

Tayloe's  (George  E.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  llth  Regiment. 

Taylor's  (Benjamin  F. )  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Taylor's  (John  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Taylor's  (Osmond  B.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Terrill's  (James  B.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Regiment. 
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Terry's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment, 

Tew's  (George  W.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  5th  Regiment, 

Thaxter's  (Sidney  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Maine  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Thomas'  (Albert  F.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Thomas'  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  22d  Regiment, 

Thomas'  (Oliver  G.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Union,  1st  Company. 

Thomas'  (R.  W.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  55th  Regiment. 

Thompson's  (Augustus)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  9th  Regiment, 

Thompson's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  152d  Regiment, 

Thompson's  (Lawrence  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  7Sd  Regiment. 

Thompson's  (Thomas  C.)  Infantry.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  7th  Regiment, 

Thruston's  (Stephen  D.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Tvoops,  Confederate,  3d  Regi 
ment. 

Tilden's  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.     See  Maine  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Timberlake's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  53d  Regiment, 

Tinen's  (Patrick  S.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  69th  Regiment. 

Tippin's  (Andrew  H.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  68th  Regiment. 

Toon's  (Thomas  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  20th  Regi 
ment. 

Torrance's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  20th  Regiment  (Colored), 

Torsch's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Towers'  (John  R.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  8th  Regiment, 

Tredegar  Battalion,  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Battalion,  Lo 
cal  Defense. 

Trigg's  (Robert  C.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  54th  Regiment. 

Tripp's  (Willard  D.)  Infantry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  29ih  Regiment. 

Troup  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Tulloch's  (Ebonezer  C.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Twitchell's  (Adelbort  B.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Tyler's  (Casper  \V. )  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1-ilst  Regiment, 

TIpham's  (Charles  L.)  Infantry.     See  Connecticut  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Utterback's  (Addison  W.)  Artillery.     See  Brooke  Artillery,  ante. 

Vandeventer's  (Alexander  S.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  50th 
Regiment. 

Vande  Wiele's  (John  B.)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Van  Hook's  (John  C.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  50th  Regi 
ment. 

Van  Reed's  (William  E.)  Artillery.  See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  5th  Regiment^ 
Battery  D. 

Voris'  (Alvin  C.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  67th  Regiment. 

Vosper's  (Richard)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  27th  Regiment* 

Waddell's  (James  D.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  20th  Regiment. 

Waggarnan's  (Eugene)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Walcott's  (Aaron  F.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d(C)  Battery. 

Wales'  (John  P.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  17th  Regiment. 

Walker's  (David  N.)  Artillery.     See  Otey  Artillery,  ante. 

Walker's  (Edward  J.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Walker's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  ante. 

Walkup's  (Samuel  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  48th  Regi 
ment. 

Waller's  (Thomas)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Walsh's  (Edward  D.)  Artillery-  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment. 

Walsh's  (James  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Regiment* 
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Wai-ing's  (J.  Fred.)  Cavalry.  See  Georgia  Troops,  20th  Battalion;  also  Jeff.  Davis 
Legion,  ante. 

Warner's  (Clement  E.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  36th  Regiment. 

Warren's  (Edward  T.  H.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Regi 
ment. 

Warren's  (Horatio  N.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  143d  Regiment. 

Warren's  (Zeuas  C.)  Artillery.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  5th  Hatter//. 

Washburn's  (Francis)  Cavalry.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Washington  Artillery.     See  South  Carolina  Troops. 

Washington  Artillery  Battalion.     See  Louisiana  Troops. 

Watts'  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  i!3d  Regiment. 

Watts'  (William)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  3Sth  Regiment. 

Weaver's  (David  J.)  Infantry.     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

Weaver's  (Hanson  E.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Sth  Regiment. 

Weaver's  (James  F.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  14Sth  Regiment. 

Webb's  (Lewis  H.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  13th  Bat 
talion,  Battery  A. 

Webb's  (Robert  F.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regi 
ment. 

Weems'  (Walter  H.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  64lh  Regiment. 

Weisiger's  (David  A.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  12tK  Regiment. 

Weiss'  (Julius  A.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  7th  Regiment. 

Welch's  (Norval  E.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Welsh's  (Merit  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Regiment. 

Weltner's  (John  R.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  116 th  Regiment. 

Weygant's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  124th  Regiment. 

Wharton's  (E.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  47th  Regiment. 

Wharton's  (Rufus  W.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  67th  Regi 
ment;  also  1st  Battalion,  Sharpshooters. 

Wheeler's  (Alger  M.)  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  33d  Battery. 

Wheeler's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Wheelock's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 

Whipple's  (Lewis  T.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  39th  Regiment. 

Whistler's  (Joseph  N.  G. )  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

White's  (Charles  W.)  Artillery.     See  Maine  Troops,  4th  Batter}/. 

White's  (David  B.)  Infantry.*     See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 

White's  (Elijah  V.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  35th  Battalion. 

White's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  46th  Regiment. 

White's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  14th  Regiment. 

Whitehead's  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regiment,  Mat 
tery  B. 

Whitehead's  (Richard  O.)  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  16th  Regi 
ment. 

Whitman's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  51st  Regiment. 

Whitted's  (Walter  A.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  55th  Regi 
ment. 

Wicks'  (Jay  M.)  Infantry.     See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Wiedrich's  (Michael)  Heavy  Artillery.     See  New  York  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

"Wiggins'  (A.  M.  G.)  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops,  62d  Regiment,  Cavalry. 

Wildey's  (Henry  Y. )  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Williams'  (Arthur  B.)  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina-  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Regi 
ment,  Battery  C. 

Williams'  (Jesse  M.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Williams' (Titus  V.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia   Troops,  Confederate,  37th  Regiment. 

*  Temporarily  commanding. 
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Willis'  (Edward)  Infantry.     Sec  (ieoryiu    Troops,  l.'th  Regiment. 

Wilson's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Mart/land   Troop*,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Wilson's  (K.  E.)  Sharpshooters.  Sec  Xorth  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Hat- 
t  alien. 

Wingfield's  (Johu  T.)  Artillery.     See  titt  inter  Artillery,  ante,  Battery  <'. 

Wingfield's  (William  L. )  Infantry.  See  Virginia  Troop*.  Confederate.  ::Sth  Regi 
ment. 

Winn's  (Charles  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  58th  Regiment. 

Winthrop's  (  Frederick)  Infantry.     See  Nno  York  Troops,  5th  Regiment  (Veteran). 

Wise's  (Peyton)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troop*.  Confederate,  4<Jtli  Regiment. 

Witcher's  (\Villiam  A.)  Infantry.     See    Virginia   Troopx,  Confederate,  21st   Regiment. 

Withers'  (Robert  \V.)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate,  4?d  Regiment. 

Woerner's  (Christian)  Artillery.     See  New  Jersey  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Woodall's  (Daniel)  Infantry.     See  Delaware  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Woodruff's  (A.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Holcombe  Legion,  ante. 

Woolfolk's  (Juiues)  Artillery.     See  Ashland  Artillery,  ante. 

Wortham's  (George)  Infantry.  See  Xorth  Carolina  Troop*.  Confederate,  50th  Regi 
ment. 

Wright's  (Charles  ,J.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Colored,  :J9th  Regiment. 

Wright's  (Gilbert.!.)  Cavalry.     See  ('obb's  Legion,  ante. 

Wright's  (James  K.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Wright's  (Joseph  W.  B.)  Artillery.     See  Massachusetts  Troops,  14th  Battery. 

Wright's  (Samuel  T.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Wyatt's  (James  W.)  Artillery.     See  Albcntarlc  Artillery,  ante.  ^ 

Wynn's  (James  M.}  Cavalry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  15th  Bat 
talion. 

Yarborough's  (William  H.)  Infantry.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate.  15th 
Regiment. 

York's  (Zebulori)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Young's  (Edward  R.)  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Young's  (Wilton  L.)  Heavy  Artillery.  See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  10th 
Battalion. 

Zent's  (Samuel  M.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  loth  Regiment. 
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A.    Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1068 

Rooney,  Edward  L 771 

A.  B.     Correspondence  with 

Etheredge,  J.  Q 883, 916,  937,  953,  980,  990, 1013, 1052, 1053 

Rooney,  Edward  L 479,  480,  544,  557, 558,  772,  786,  797,  817,  953 

Abbot,  Henry  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 536,  537 

Cook,  George  B 1113 

Edsou,  Theodore , 183,234,551,589,672,780,828 

Grant.  U.  S 1113 

Hatfield.  Samuel  P 161 

Hunt,  Henry  .1 182,  256,  257,  598,  607 

Michic.  Peter  8 791 

Mordecai.  Alfred 108,412 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 588,647,1112,1113 

Ordnance  Department.  U.  S.  A 121,183,287 

Pierce,  Henry  H 754, 

764,  780,  790,  828,  847,  905,  926,  961,  974,  985, 1026, 1060, 1114 

Potter,  Joseph  H 1113 

Trumbull.  Thomas  S 647 

Vezin,  Henry  A 537 

White,  Nelson  L 790,  791,  802, 810 

Mentioned 584,  618,  619,  648,  649,  780,  813,  814,  929, 1150 

Abbott,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 837 

Abbott.  Joseph  C. 

Assignment  to  command ~. 803 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  H.  Terry 850,  950 

Mentioned 619,  803 

Abel,  William  H.      For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adelbert  Ames. 

Able.  T.  N.     Mentioned 1166 

Adams,  Charles  F.,  jr.     Mentioned 611 

Adams.  James  T.     Mentioned 1309 

Adams.  R.  H.  T.     Mentioned 1272 

Adams,  Zachariah  T.     Mentioned 1226 

Adger,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 1262 

(1335) 


1336  INDEX. 

Page. 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  8.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 973 

Meade,  George  G 1048 

Orders,  General,  series  18&i :  No.  249,  592. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  No.  268,  130;  No.  270,  143;  No.  273,  247; 
No.  275,  296;  No.  278,  424;  No.  279.447;  No.  288,632;  No. 
304,  820;  No.  309,917. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1163, 1178, 1183, 1194, 1201, 1246 

Engineer  Department,  C.S.A 1211 

E well,  Richard  S 1174, 1175 

Gardner,  William  M 1237, 1239 

'    Hampton,  Wade 1173,1174 

Lee,  Robert  E 1174,1175,1301 

Peyton,  Henry  E 1270 

War  Department,  C.  S 1197, 1233, 1239. 1240 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1210 

Orders,  General,  series  1864 :  No.  65,  529. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864:  No.  180,  1151;  No.  181, 1157;  No.  182, 1161; 
No.  183,  1162;  No.  185,  1163;  No.  187,  1167;  No.  189,  1170; 
No.  192,  1178;  No.  193,  1181;  No.  195,  1185;  No.  196,  1189; 
No.  197,  1191;  No.  199, 1200;  No.  202,  1204;  No.  203,  1205; 
No.  206,  1210;  No.  207.  1223;  No.  214,  1241;  No.  219,  1247; 
No.  220,  1252;  No.  223,  1261;  No.  224.  1268;  No.  226,  1270; 
No.  228,  1293;  No.  229,  1296;  No.  231,  1301. 

Adler,  E.     Mentioned 36 

Advance,  Steamer.    Mentioned 794,1281,1299 

Ager,  George.    Mentioned 810 

Agnes  Gibson,  Barge.     Mentioned 233 

Agurs,  J.  L.     Mentioned 1250 

Aiken,  Hugh  K.     Mentioned 1219 

Aiken,  James.     Mentioned 1218, 1274, 1309 

Alabama  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries:  Hurt's,  1221;  Jeff.  Davis.  1221;  Montgomery 

True  Blues,  1226. 

Cavalry— Battalions:  4th,  656,1219,1310. 

Infantry— Battalions:  5th,  1030,1041,1214,1219,1243;  23d Sharpshooters, 
1166, 1227, 1311.  Regiments  :  3d,  1217 ;  4th,  34, 36. 159,  683, 1215 ;  5th.  6th, 
1217 ;  8th,  126, 127,  421,  628,  698, 1217 ;  9th,  684,  988, 1175, 1183, 1217 ;  10th, 
988,1217;  llth,  84,  1217;  12th,  1217;  13th,  169,  1218,  1273,  1274,  1309; 
14th,  329,  978,  979, 1217 ;  15th,  159.  746, 1215 ;  41st,  1166, 1227, 1311 ;  43d, 
899,1166,1227,1311;  44th,  159,  334, 1215;  47th,  159,  1215;  48th,  159, 198, 
1215;  59th,  1065,1166,1227,1311;  60th,  1065,  1166,  1213,  1227,1238,1311; 
61st,  1217. 

Alden,  Alonzo.     Mentioned 620 

Alexander,  E.  Porter.     Mentioned 1183, 1184, 1208, 1214, 1220, 1243 

Allen,  David  A.     Mentioned 612 

Allen,  John  M.    Mentioned 1247 

Allen,  Richard  J.     Mentioned 624 

Allensworth,  A.  J.     Mentioned 1251 

Allis,  James  A.    Mentioned 586 

Allison,  W.  B.    Mentioned 1311 
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Ames,  Adalbert. 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B 515,516 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 25,51,94,240,388,417,515 

Mentioned 16,  25,  59, 94, 193, 

365,  387,  457,  500-504,  506-510,  514, 515,  535,  538-540,  554,  555,  599,  621,  892 

Ames,  John  W.     Mentioned 38,  622 

Ames,  Nelson.     Mentioned 614, 722 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 731 

Mentioned 623 

Amsdeii.  Frederick  J. 

Correspondence  with  Theodore  F.  Patterson 589 

Mentioned 589, 1027, 1112 

Anderson,  Archer.     Mentioned 1157, 1205 

Anderson,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 616 

Anderson,  Ed-ward  C.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1177 

Mentioned 1177,1219,1310 

Anderson,  George  T. 
Correspondence  with 

Field,  Charles  W 1156 

Lee,  Robert  E 1193 

Mentioned 35, 

86, 159, 195,  473,  484,  520,  521,  543,  567,  628,  630,  657,  899,  998,   1049,  1215 

Anderson,  James  L.     Mentioned 621 

Anderson,  John  H.     Mentioned 1226 

Anderson,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 882 

Anderson.  Richard  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Field,  Charles  W 1156 

Lee,  Robert  E 1170,1298 

Mentioned 86, 

249,  330, 1144,  1156, 1171, 1172, 1213,  1214, 1243, 1257, 1271, 1290, 1303, 1306 

Anderson,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 1220 

Andrew,  John  A.     Mentioned 697 

Andrews,  Ethan  A.     Mentioned 1105 

Andrews,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  David  McM.  Gregg 646 

Mentioned 618,643 

Angel,  Ashbel  W.     Mentioned 526 

Angel,  James  R.     Mentioned 464,  622 

Anthony,  George  T.     Mentioned 622 

Antonzini, .     Mentioned 794 

Archer,  Fletcher  H.     Mentioned 1225 

Archer,  James  J, 

Assignment  to  command 1189 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1284 

Mentioned 54,  304, 1011, 

1049, 1189,  1218,  1263,  1264.^273-1275,  1283,  1285,  1286,  1288,  1308,  1309 
Arkansas  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry— Regiments :  3d,  159, 166.  .",, 

-•     -' 
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Annies  of  the  United  State*. 

Exclusion  of  liquors  from.     Communication  from  U.  S.  Grant 837 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864— Grant:  No.  68,  21;  No.  72,  131;  No.  74,197; 
No.  78,  424;  No.  82,  555;   No.  85,  631:  No.  86,  660;    No.  87, 
691;  No.  89,  745;  No.  91,  795;  No.  92,  805;    No.  94,  831;    No. 
100,  1148. 
Recommendations,  etc.,  for  promotion  in.    Communication  from  U.  S. Grant.       Ill 

Suffrage.     Right  of,  in.     Communication  from  U.  S.  Grant 1045 

Armistead,  Frank  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1188 

Lee.  Robert  E 1257 

Mentioned 1226 

Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.     See  Munitions  of  War.  * 

Armstrong, .    Mentioned 1108 

Armstrong,  Joseph.     Mentioned 1215 

Armstrong,  Samuel  C.    Mentioned 620 

Army  Corps,  1st.     (Confederate.)     James   Conner  assigned  to  command  of 

Kershaw's  brigade,  Kershaw's  division 1207 

Army  Corps,  2d.    (Union.) 

Egan,  Thomas  W.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2cl  Division  of  ...     1019 

Gibbon,  John,  resumes  command  of  2d  Division  of 1019 

McGee,  James  E.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  Consolidated   Bri 
gade,  1st  Division  of 799 

Macy,  George  N.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 151 

Moore,  Samuel  A.,  relieved  from  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of..       151 
Pierce,  Francis  E. 

Assigned  to  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 151 

Relieved  from  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 151 

Rugg,  Horace  P.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 151 

Smyth,  Thomas  A.,  assumes  command  of  2d  Division  of 723 

Wilson,  William. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  Consolidated  Brigade,  1st  Divis 
ion  of .- 571 

Relieved  from  command  of  Consolidated  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 799 

Army  Corps,  3d.     (Confederate.) 

Archer,  James  J.,  assigned  to  command  of  Archer's  and  Walker's  brigades, 

Heth's  division 1189 

Barry,  JohuD.,  assigned  to  command  of  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division.     1171 
Conner,  James. 

Relieved  from  command  of  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division 1207 

Relieved  from  command  of  McGowan's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division 1185 

Lane,  James  H.,  reassigned  to  command  of  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  divis 
ion  .. 1207 

McGowan,  Samuel,  assigned  to  command  of  McGowau's  brigade,  Wilcox's 

division 1185 

Army  Corps,  5th.     (Union.) 

Reorganization  of.     Communications  from 

Griffin,  Charles 999 

Meade,  George  G 572,  631,  632,  636,  637,  789 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 636-638,  750, 800 

Stone,  Charles  P.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 372 

Throop,  William  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division  of.       402 
Tiltou,  William  S.,  relieved  from  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division  of.       402 
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Artillery  Brigade.     Reorganization  of.     Communications  from 

Hunt,  Henry  J 573 

Meade,  George  G 570 

Barnes,  Joseph  II.,  relieved  from  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of.  826 

Curtin,  John  I.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 374 

Harriman,  Samuel,  assumes  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 1138 

Hartrauft.  John  F.  / 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division  of 809 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  1st  division,  9th  Army  Corps 560 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  3d  Division  of 669 

Ledlie,  James  II.,  relieved  temporarily  from  command  of  1st  Division  of. .  44 

McLaughlen.  Napoleon  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 826 

Assumes  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 847 

Parke,  John  G.,  assumes  command  of 177 

Pleasants,  Henry,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 11 

Reorganization  of.     Communications  from 

Meade,  George  G 573,  603,  631,  642 

Parke,  John  G 603 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 642 

White,  Julius. 

Assigned  to  command  of  1st  Division  of 44 

Assumes  command  of  1st  Division  of 59 

fcrmy  Corps,  10th.     (Union.) 

Abbott,  Joseph  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of.. .  803 

Barton,  William  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 555 

Relieved  from  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 830 

Bell,  Louis,  assigned  to  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 986 

Daggett,  Rufus,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Divis 
ion  of 872 

Follett,  Frederick  M.,  relieved  from  command  of  Artillery  Brigade  of 162 

Foster,  Robert  S. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  2d  Division  of 438 

Resigns  temporarily  the  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 459 

Howell,  Joshua  B. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division  of 650 

Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Division  of 811 

Jackson,  Richard  II.,  assigned  to  command  of  Artillery  Brigade  of 672 

McGilvery,  Freeman,  assigned  to  command  of  Artillery  Brigade  of 162 

Osborn,  Francis  A. 

Assigned  to  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 161 

Assumes  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 164 

Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 985,  986 

Pennypacker,  Galusha. 

Assigned  to  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 830 

Assumes  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 851 

Plaisted.  Harris  M.,  assumes  command  of  3d  Brigade.  1st  Division  of 460 

Pond,  Francis  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division  of 1005 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division  of 811 

Vbris,  Alvin  C.,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  Brigade,  let  Division  of 812 
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Army  Corps,  18th.     (Union.; 

Carr,  Joseph  Bv  assumes  GCZiimand  of  1st  Division  <»-. ,         37 

Gibbon,  John,  assigned  tc  temporary  command  of , ...       691 

Heckiuan,  Charles  A.,  assigned  to  temporary  comma* .d  of  2d  Divisiou  of. .       892 

Neill,  Thomas  H.,  relieved  from  duty  with - 795 

Weitzel,  Godfrey,  assigned  to  command  of , . . .     1146 

Army  Transportation.     See  Munitions  of  War. 

Arrow,  Steamer.     Mentioned ^ 731 

Asch.  Myer  J.     For  correspondence  as  A,  A.  A.  G.,  see  August  F.  Kautz. 

Ashby,  George  E.     Mentioned 620 

Ashford,  John.    Mentioned 971,1218,1308 

Atkins,  M.  J.     Mentioned 1248 

Atkinson,  Edmund  N.     Mentioned 1216 

Atlanta,  Ga.    Evacuation  of.     Communication  from  John  B.  Hood 705 

Atlantic,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1024 

Atwell,  Seager  S.    Mentioned 619 

Atwood,  Alfred  T.    Mentioned 599 

Augur,  Christopher  C. 

Correspondence  -with  U.  S.  Grant 85 

Mentioned ...       140 

August,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 1214 

Averell,  William  W.     Mentioned 1009 

Averett,  John  T.     Mentioned 1249 

A  very ,  Clark  M.     Mentioned 159 

Avery,  Martin  P.     Mentioned 617 

Avery,  M.  Henry.     Mentioned 207,  618 

Ayers,  Ezra  P.     Mentioned 781 

Aylett,  William  R.    Mentioned 1168,1214 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Edward  S 404 

Dushane,  Nathan  T 31,312 

Hayes,  Joseph 313 

Stone,  Charles  P 493 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 202, 277, 

311,  312,  344,  345,  370,  371,  403,  433,  453,  492,  532,  546,  641,  725,  845,  866, 1021 

Winthrop,  Frederick 403, 404 

Mentioned 19,  31, 58,  201,  252, 264,  265, 273-275, 305, 308, 311-314,  317,  320, 

338,  346,  366,  370,  400,  401;  403,  406,  453,  d-91,  496, 615,  624.  637-639,  644.  645, 
724,  750-753,  789,  b45, 846, 1021, 1056, 1075, 1103, 1104. 1120, 1131. 1132, 1135 
Babcock,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G.  75,  84,  85,  96, 113, 114, 126, 169, 212,  785,  796,  806,  8S3, 854, 855, 
881,  899,  913,  952,  965,  978,  988, 1011, 1030, 1048, 1050, 1065, 1066,  1>23, 1124 

Parke,  John  G 757,770 

Sharpe,  George  H 97, 

116, 126, 127, 143, 144, 195,  213,  758,  770,  856,  880,  913,  964, 1051, 1066, 1124 

Mentioned 801. 803, 1122 

Babcock,  Orville  E. 
Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 1133 

Parker,  Ely  S 1109,1133 

Mentioned 95,98,1111 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  U.  S.  Grant. 
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B ache .  Francis  M.     Mentioned 3W 

Bailey,  Marcellus.     Mentioned 896 

Bailey,  Peter  S.     Mentioned 62} 

Baily,  James  E.     Mentioned 615 

Baird,  Alfred  H.     Mentioned 1225 

Baird,  Edward  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Samuel  W.  Crawford. 

Baker,  James  M.     Correspondence  with  Thomas  M.  Palmer 1188 

Baker,  John  A.     Mentioned 1201 

Baker,  John  H.     Mentioned 1216 

Baker,  J.  Stannard. 

Correspondence  with 

Spear,  Samuel  P 695 

Wetherill,  Samuel J16 

Mentioned 166,  622,  681,  695,  716, 854, 877, 878 

Baker,  Lawrence  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1234,1279,1280 

Gaillard,  Peter  C 1280 

Harland,  Edward 963, 1007 

Lee,  Robert  E 1305 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1203 

Mentioned 1007. 1225, 1234, 1279, 1300 

Baker,  William  N.     Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 499, 500 

Baldwin,  Briscoe  G. 

Correspondence  with  K.  Lindsay  Walker 1205 

Mentioned 1222 

Ball,  Edward.     Mentioned 1215 

Ballard,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 617 

Balloon.  Steamer.     Mentioned 66 

Baltic,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1024 

Bambach.  John.     Mentioned 612 

Bankerd,  Josiah.     Mentioned 346 

Bankhead,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 751 

Banskett,  John.     Mentioned 1247 

Barbour,  William  M.     Mentioned 159, 1218, 1308 

Barker,  Theodore  G.     Mentioned 1279 

Barker,  Thomas  E.     Mentioned 621 

Barker,  William  N.     Correspondence  with 

Moore,  John  F 1162 

Thomas,  J.  Henry 1209 

Barlow,  Francis  C. 

Correspondence  with  Winfield  S.  Hancock 148, 175,  428-430 

Mentioned 149, 150, 173- 

175, 179, 187, 198,  200,  207,  223,  235,  250.  426.  428,  432,  447,  448,  477,  486, 594 
Barnard,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Michie,  Peter  S 606 

Parke.  John  G : 683 

Mentioned 15,  248,  219.  254.  296,  316,  597,  598,  707, 1111 

Barnard,  James  M. .  jr.     Mentioned 554 

Barnard,  J.  T.     Mentioned 1247 

Barnes, .     Mentioned 145 

Barnes.  Almont.     Mentioned 616 

Barnes,  Dixon.     Mentioned 159 
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Barnes,  Joseph  H. 

Mentioned 20,21,92,616,826 

Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  9th  Army  Corps 826 

Barnes.  Joseph  K.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Surgeon- General's  Office,  U. 
S.  A. 

Barney,  Albert  M.    Mentioned 620 

Barnum,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 623 

Barrett,  Gregory,  jr.     Mentioned 345,  615 

Barrett.  Norman  A.     Mentioned 618 

Barrier,  Rufus  A.     Mentioned 1166 

Barringer,  Rufus.     Mentioned  . . .  199,  213, 296,  297,  360,  520, 521, 1123, 1207, 1220, 1310 
Barry,  John  D. 

Assignment  to  command 1171 

Mentioned 1171 

Barstow,  Simon  F.     Mentioned 1036 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Meade. 
Bartlett,  Joseph  J.     Correspondence  with 

Gregory,  Edgar  M 30 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 43,  91 

Barton,  Seth  M.     Mentioned 41,  771, 1168, 1214 

Barton,  William  B. 

Assignment  to  command 555 

Correspondence  with  Robert  S.  Foster 609,  652,  714 

Mentioned 555,  585,  620,  673,  681,  792,  813,  830,  896, 1 1 17 

Relieved  from  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 830 

Basinger,  William  S.     Mentioned 1225, 1251, 1268 

Bass,  Frederick  S.     Mentioned 766 

Batchelder,  Richard  N. 

Correspondence  with  Perley  P.  Pitkin 899 

Mentioned 195 

Bates,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 1238 

Bates,  John  C.     Correspondence  with  Andrew  A.  Humphreys 1109 

Batonn, .     Mentioned 663 

Battle,  Cullen  A.     Mentioned 1217 

Baughan,  J.  H.     Mentioned 1249 

Baxter,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 825 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 834 

Mentioned 101, 615,  750,  753,  825, 839-841,  844-846.  971. 1021, 1104 

Baxter,  Orson  A.     Mentioned 623 

Beale,  Richard  L.  T.     Mentioned 1220 

Beale,  W.  R.     Mentioned 1293 

Beaufort,  Steamer.     Mentioned 568 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

A 1068 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1163, 

1178, 1183, 1194, 1201, 1246 

Armistead,  Frank  S 1188 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 1234,1279.1280 

Brent,  George  William 1245, 1246 

Chisolm,  A.  R 1191 

Davis,  Jefferson 1196 
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Beauregard,  G.  T. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Bearing,  James 1186 

Ethcredge,  J.  Q 883,  916,  937,  953,  980,  990, 1013, 1052, 1053, 1121 

Garnett,  John  J 1188 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F 1187 

Hagood,  Johnson 1194, 1196 

J.A.S 797,818, 

836,  857,  858,  883,  915,  916,  936,  953,  965,  980,  990, 1013, 1031, 1052, 1068, 1098 

Johnson,  Bushrod  K 1232, 1252, 1287, 1305 

Lee,  Kobert  K 1182, 1184-1187, 1190-1192, 1284, 1285 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1234 

O 97,98,376 

Pickett,  George  E 468,  479, 500, 518,  522, 658, 659, 1202 

Rooney,  Edward  L 196. 

362,  377,  444,  456.  479,  480,  544,  557,  558,  659,  772,  786,  797,  817,  953 

S 979,990,1013,1098 

Virginia,  Governor  of 1206 

Walker,  James  A 1251 

War  Department,  C.  S 1279 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1212,1232,1234,1237 

Y 1121 

Mentioned 3,  26, 

54,  85,  96,  145,  169,  176,  191,  211,  213,  218,  232,  276,  326,  327,  329,  340,  356, 
359,475,476,  512,519,  567,  568,  630,  703,  755,  856,  913.  952,  979,  989,  1011, 
1123,  1124,  1158,  1166,  1179,  1190,  1191,  1194,  1202,  1203,  1224,  1232,  1235, 
1240,  1242,  1244,  1253-1255,  1259,  1261,  1275,  1280-1285,  1294,  1297,  1299 

Beaver,  James  A.     Mentioned 558,  594 

Beck,  W.  Butler.     Mentioned 614 

Belcher.  Major.     Mentioned 877 

Bell,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 438 

Bell,  John  W.     Mentioned 1249 

Bell,  Louis. 

Assignment  to  command 986 

Mentioned 986,  987 

Bell,  Robert  S.     Mentioned 1247 

Benbow,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 1311 

Beuham.  Henry  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 926 

Deacon,  Edward  P 1032, 1033 

Grant,  U.  S 1126 

Henderson,  William 147 

Kant?:,  August  V 930,  931 

Livingston,  Frank  S 333 

Lubey,  Timothy 350 

Meade,  George  G 858,  901,  917-919, 1033,  1035, 1036, 1070, 1071, 1099 

Otis,  Elmer 919 

Sergeant,  Sewall 104 

Slossou,  Henry  V 333,  362 

Strang.  Edward  J 919 

Mentioned 611,  798,  854,  901,  910.  919,  926,  930,  988. 1032-1034, 1119, 1150 

Bennett,  R.  Tyler.     Mentioned 1217 

Benning,  Henry  L.     Mentioned. .   35,  86, 159,  323,  437,  766,  771,  893,  899,  914, 1049, 1215 
Benson,  R.  Dale.    Mentioned Ill 
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Bent,  Luther  S.    Mentioned 615 

Bentley,  William  W.     Mentioned 1168 

Benyaurd,  William  H.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Winfield  S.  Hancock 921 

Mentioned 93,  604,  991 

Berkeley,  Norborne.     Mentioned 1168, 1214 

Bertolette,  John  D.     Mentioned 669 

Bessent,  Ransom  P.     Mentioned 1262 

B.  F.     Correspondence  with  C.  C.  Crow 817 

Bickford,  Frederick  T.     Correspondence  with  Ely  S.  Parker 80 

Biddle,  James  C.     Mentioned 455 

Biggs,  Herman.     Mentioned 102,  447 

Biles,  Edwin  R.     Mentioned 613,761,777,888 

Bingham,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 887,  957 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Winfield  S.  Hancock. 

Bird,  William  E.     Mentioned 1249 

Birkman.  Richard  M.     Mentioned 615 

Birney,  David  B. 

Congratulatory  Orders.      Demonstration   on   the   north   bank   of   James 

River,  Va.,  at  Deep  Bottom,  Aug.  13-20,  1864 325 

Correspondence  with 

Ames,  Adelbert 515,  516 

Birney,  William 187. 188,  209,  459, 504, 508, 1148 

Briscoe.  James  C 208 

Broclie,  Paul 780,  802 

Bntler,  Benj  amin  F 35,  36,  63,  70, 108, 109, 161. 162, 183, 184,  292.  324,  377- 

379,  412,  413,  438,  458,  501-505,  927,  961,  1003,  1004,  1061,  1080.  1081,  1146 

Cross,  Charles  F 379,  551 

Curtis,  N.  Martin 563 

Davis,  Robert  S 709-711 

Ferry,  Orris  S 460 

Follett,  Frederick  M 36 

Foster,  Robert  ,S 14,  380,  460,  507, 508, 540, 554. 651,  673, 681, 

714,  731,  744,  781,  782,  792,  812,  813,  896,  906,  928,  950,  962,  976, 1005, 1006 

Gibbon,  John 715 

Gillespie,  George  L 713,976 

Grant,  U.  S 1114 

Graves,  Charles  H 541 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 55, 184- 

186, 204.  206,  207, 221, 235,  236,  248,  257,  258,  287,  351,  438, 743, 765, 995,  906 

Howell,  Joshua  B 781 

Jackson,  Richard  H 692, 

712,  781,  792,  803,  811,  830,  849,  895,  906,  949,  961,  976,  986 

McGilvery,  Freeman 351, 562, 584 

Meade,  George  G  .  536, 538, 539,  551, 552, 598,  607,  649,  774.  785,  791, 802, 811,  820, 
821,  829,  830,  848,  849,  871,  894,  895,  906,  927,  928,  949,  961,  975,  1003,  1004 

Nichols,  Edward  T 184 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 463,  464,  502,  503,  505,  537,  538,  560-5G2,  584,  587,  650 

Paine,  Charles  J 539, 1149 

Parke,  John  G 634, 

672,  680.  685,  691, 710-712,  719,  720, 729,  730,  742,  754,  755,  765,  781 

Plaisted,  Harris  M 540 

Rand,  Arnold  A 553,  554 

Simons,  Alfred  G 36 
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Birney,  David  B.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Spring  Hill.  Va..  Commanding  Officer  ,at 508 

Terry,  Alfred  H 36, 110,  139, 

187,  188,  236,  237,  352,  380,  460,  530,  5-10,  712.  730,  713,  765,  781,  811,  950, 1147 

Turner.  John  \V 101,  188,  237,  259,  380,  381 

Wushbnrn,  Francis 381 

Whipple,  Lewis  T 782 

Mentioned 36,  55,  70,  101,  106,  110. 131, 136, 

138.  139,  118.  150,  163,  1(57,  172-175,  179,  180, 183-185, 187. 188,  196-200,  204- 
206,  213.  216-221.  229,  230,  233,  236,  237,  245,  24(5,  248,  249.  256,  258,  262,  270, 
271,  292.  295.  302.  303,  323-325,  334,  336-338,  348-351,  357,  376,  380,  381,  390- 
392.  409.  410,  415,  136,  438,  44(T,  443,  449,  455-157,  459,  462-164,  467,  498, 507, 
510-513,  515,  519,  534,  535,  539,  540,  551,  553,  554,  556,  561,  563,  564,  568,  569, 
584,  586,  587,  593,  598,  607,  609,  618,  619,  647,  662,  701,  708,  709,  711,  715,  717, 
719,  730,  734,  742,  743,  765,  784,  785,  795,  815,  821,  830,  842,  848,  849,  852,  854, 
880,  899,  909,  913,  937,  939,  948,  949,  986-988,  991,  992,  996,  1002,  1003, 1006, 
1008.  1014,  1015,  1017-1019,  1027,  1029, 1030,  1044,  1046,  1048,  1061,  1062, 
1083-1085,  1088,  1090,  1091,  1109,  1110,  1116,  1142,1143,  1146-1150,  1236 

Staff.     Announcement  of 1061 

Birney,  "William. 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  15 187, 188,  209,  459,  504,  508, 1148 

Holuian.  John  H 652 

Mentioned 139.  186-188,  207,  208, 

236,  237.  257.  352,  379.  381,  414,  516.  552,  562.  5S5,  620,  650,  1026, 1081,  1114 

Staff.     Announcement  of 599 

Black, .     Mentioned 1155 

Black,  JohnD.     Mentioned 888 

Black,  Mahlon.     Mentioned 613 

Blackmail,  Albert  M.     Mentioned 617 

Blackiiall,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 1217 

Blair,  A.  A.     Correspondence  with  John  M.  Iluyhs 1286 

Blair,  Montgomery.     Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 62 

Blake,  Julius  A.     Mentioned 1166 

Bliss,  Zeiias  R. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 81 

Mentioned 120 

Blood,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 197 

Blouiit,  John  M.     Mentioned '. 1226 

Blunt,  .     Mentioned 1155 

Blunt,  Asa  P.     Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.Butler 1112 

Board,  Francis  H.     Mentioned 1216 

Boernstein,  Augustus  S.     Mentioned 622 

Boggs,  Francis  J.     Mentioned 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244 

Bolter,  Sampson.     Mentioned 1217 

Bolton,  Joseph  K.     Mentioned 617 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.     Mentioned 1289 

Bookter,  Ed-win  F.     Mentioned 1308 

Borcke,  Heros  von.     Mentioned 1174,1175 

Bosbyshell,  Oliver  C.     Mentioned 617 

Boston,  Reuben  B.     Mentioned 1219 

Boweii,  Robert  E.     Mentioned 1215 

Bowerman,  Richard  N.     Mentioned 346 

85  R   R — VOL   XLII,   FT    II 
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Bowers,  Theodore  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Leet,  George  K 471,  567 

Ord.  Edward  O.  C 83 

Mentioned 547,624 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  U.  8.  Grant. 

Bowles,  Pinckney  D.     Mentioned 159,  1215 

Boyce,  Ker.     Mentioned 1248 

Boyd,  James.     Mentioned 1252 

Boyd,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 1217 

Boyd,  Waller  M.     Mentioned 1168 

Boy  kin,  Stephen  M.     Mentioned 1215 

Brabble,  Edmund  C.     Mentioned 1217 

Brackett,  Levi  C.    Mentioned 203 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Orlando  B.  Willcox. 

Bradshaw,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 1166 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

E well,  Richard  S 1303, 1304 

Hampton,  Wade 1278 

Lee,  Robert  E 1232, 1292, 1296, 1302 

Pembertou,  John  C 1304 

War  Department,  C.  S 1179,1233 

Mentioned 1178,1201,1205,1246,1278,1301,1303 

Bragg, Edward  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B 404 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 493,  532,  825, 1042 

Warren,  Gonverneur  K 433,  454 

Mentioned 277,  278,  304, 

307,  310,  315,  373,  453,  492,  616,  641,  752,  753,  825. 1075, 1132, 1135, 1136, 1139 

Braithwaite,  Jacob  R.     Mentioned 1191 

Brame,  Tigual  H.     Mentioned 1249 

Branch,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 1225,1268 

Brander,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 1221 

Brannon,  William  H.     Mentioned 1249 

Bratton,  John.     Mentioned . .  85,  36,  86, 159,  699,  700,  747,  758,  766,  1049. 1050. 1167, 1215 

Braxton,  Carter  M.    Mentioned 1221 

Braxton,  Elliott  M.     Mentioned 1251 

Breckinridge,  John  C.     Mentioned 682, 1144, 1213, 1243, 1258, 1259 

Breckinridge,  R.  J.    Mentioned , 1274 

Brent,  George  William. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1245, 1246 

Mentioned 298 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G..  see  (i.  T.  Beaurcyard. 

Brevard,  Theodore  W.     Mentioned 1218, 1306 

Briggs,  "W.  H.     Mentioned 1250 

Bright,  John  J.     Mentioned 1226 

Brinckle,  John  R.     Mentioned 612 

Briscoe,  James  C. 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Biruey 208 

Mentioned 186,205,673,730 

Briscoe,  John  L.    Mentioned 1249 

Broadfoot,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 1226 
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Broady,  K.  Oscar.     Mentioned 229,235,558,594,612 

Brockenbrough,  JohnM.     Mentioned 1273 

Brodie,  Paul. 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Birnoy 780,802 

Mentioned 632 

Brooker ,  Albert  F.     Mentioned 647 

Brooks,  J.  Howard.     Mentioned 871 

Brooks,  John  D.     Mentioned 1248 

Brough,  John.     Mentioned 194,  768 

Brower.  Martin  V.  B.     Mentioned 612 

Brown,  Francis  T.     Mentioned 621 

Brown,  George  Campbell.     Mentioned 1264, 1283,  1288 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Richard  S.  Ewell. 

Brown,  Hamilton  A.     Mentioned 1216 

Brown,  Harvey  W.     Mentioned 623 

Brown,  Hiram  L.     Mentioned 594 

Brown,  Jack.     Mentioned 159, 1215 

Brown,  James  F.     Mentioned 621 

Brown,  James  G.     Mentioned 1306 

Brown,  John  T.     Mentioned 1250 

Brown,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 1232 

Brown,  J.  Thompson.     Mentioned 1221 

Brown,  T.  Frederick.     Mentioned 858 

Brownson,  Edward  P.     Mentioned 229,  526 

Bruce,  George  A.     Mentioned 290 

Bruce,  James.     Mentioned 1248 

Branson,  Ervin  B.     Mentioned 1221 

Bruyn,  "Wilson. 

Correspondence  with.  Lemuel  B.  Norton 536 

Mentioned 632 

Bryan,  Goode.     Mentioned 218, 1215 

Bryan,  Henry.     Mentioned 1275 

Bryan,  J.  C.     Mentioned 1248 

Buchanan,  Franklin.     Mentioned 86 

Buchanan,  George  B.     Mentioned 1262 

Buckingham,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 676 

Buckner,  James.     Mentioned 1248 

Bulger,  Michael  J.     Mentioned 159, 1215 

Bumstead,  Horace.     Mentioned 617 

Burgess, .     Mentioned 663.  664 

Burnham,  Hiram. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  O.  C.  Ord 24 

Mentioned 1115 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E. 
Correspondence  with 

Bliss,  Zenas  R 81 

Ferrero,  Edward 11,24,33,45 

Grant,  U.  S 43,  603,  641,  1000, 1076, 1136 

Ingalls,  Rufus 80 

Ledlie,  James  II 20,  24,  32 

Meade,  George  G - 8- 

10.  20.  2»r,  31,  43,  44,  58,  59,  67,  68,  79, 80,  91,  99, 118, 134. 152-155 

Paine,  Jedediah  C 44 

Parker,  Ely  S 80,91,92 
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Burnside,  Ambrose  E. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Pleasauts,  Henry 156 

Potter,  Robert  B 10,  20,  24,  32,  45,  60,  92, 119, 134, 15fi 

Richmond,  Lewis 119 

Eobinson,  Gil'bert  P 119 

Thomas,  Henry  G 21 

White,  Julius 59,  68,  81,  92,  99,  104 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 11,  24,  33,  45,  81,  93, 100, 105, 134,  135, 156, 157 

Mentioned 3,10,15,26,31,49,53,57,59,64,67,77,80,88, 

90,  91, 103, 104,  115, 124, 141, 142, 155,  168, 176,  191,  192,  249,  415,  522,  1000 

Burr,  John  H.     Mentioned 1310 

Burt,  Mason  W.     Mentioned 614 

Burt,  "William  G.     Mentioned 1311 

Burton, .    Mentioned 79 

Burton,  Henry  E.     Mentioned 599 

Burton,  John  E.     Mentioned 614, 838 

Burwell,  John  B.     Mentioned 1248 

Bussey,  Hezekiah.     Mentioned 1166 

Butler,  Andrew  P.    Mentioned 1218 

Butler,  Benjamin  C.    Mentioned 614 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 
Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  Henry  L 536.537 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 973 

Benham,  Henry  W 926 

Birney,  David  B 35,  36, 63, 70, 108, 109, 161, 162, 183, 184, 292. 324,  377- 

379,  412,  413,  438,  458,  501-505,  927,  961,  1003,  1004,  1061,  1080,  lOdl,  1146 

Blair,  Montgomery 62 

Blunt,  Asa  P 1112 

Clum,  Henry  R 1 .  810,  893,  905,  960,  974, 1003, 1025, 1044, 1059, 1060 

Duncan,  Samuel  A 189,  959 

Ferry,  Orris  S 190 

Fort  Powhatan,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at 933 

Foster,  Robert  S 14, 36 

Gibbon,  John 783,873,929 

Graham,  Charles  K 51,  111 

Grant,  U.  S 13,34,48,49,62,69, 

82, 106, 107, 136, 137, 158, 180,  206,  230-232,  254,  255,  286,  287, 322, 323, 349 
350, 375,  376,  378,  409-411, 436,  437, 455,  456,  468,  497, 498,  742,  801, 802,  892,' 
905,  925,  948,  960,  974,  978,  985,  1002, 1003,  1058,  1079,  1109-1111,  1142-1145 

Halleck,  Henry  W 498,534 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 160, 199, 336 

Heckman,  Charles  A 1116 

Howard,  John  B 93,138,182,233,499 

Innis,  Gustavus  S 38,  72 

Inspector-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 82 

Kautz,  August  V 908,1090,1146,1149 

Kensel,  George  A 239 

Kleinz,  Christopher 140 

Ludlow,  Benjamin  C 107, 137, 181, 233,  255,  324,  411 

Maine,  Adjiitant-Geueral  of 1146 

Maine,  Governor  of 1059 

Marston,  Gilman 111,121,1063,1088,1089 
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Butler,  Benjamin  F. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Martin,  Frederick ,       653 

Meade.  George  G 52, 

1)5,  66, 101,  102. 137, 181.  323,  350,  892,  898,  925,  926,  949, 1092 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 82, 100 

Norton.  Lemuel  1? 12-14,  22.  23,  35,  50,  62,  69, 108, 121, 

138. 139,  160,  234.  256,  287,  376,  377, 109,  410,  412.  156,  457,  497,  499,  500,  536 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 15,  37,  50,  65,  71,  83, 

190,  288,  382,  385,  440,  457.  462.  463,  501,  509,  510,  987,  1044, 1062, 1082, 1088 

Paine,  Charles  J 766,  987, 1027, 1088 

Palmer,  Inuis  X 210 

Potter,  Joseph  H 1115 

Sanders,  Horace  T 73 

Sharpe,  George  H 34,  870,  871, 1050 

Shepley,  George  F 123,  697,  934,  951,  977, 1007 

Simons,  Alfred  G 458,512 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 1024 

Turner,  John  W 163,164,189,238,259,288 

Vogdes,  Israel 84 

War  Department,  U.  S 33,  47,  68,  82,  779,  790,  948,  959,  973, 1044 

Weitzel,  Godfrey 1148,1149 

Woostev,  William  B 206,209,238,239 

Mentioned 15,17,26,34-36,39,51, 

54,  64,  70,  84,  85.  93,  105,  108, 109,  115, 124,  131, 140,  141,  167, 183,  193,  217, 
222,  239,  246,  248-250,  259.  292,  302,  324,  342,  343,  357,  358,  379,  384,  390-392, 
409,  412,  440,  147,  474,  476,  499,  503,  509,  511,  512,  517,  542,  618,  619,  621,  628, 
647,  6-18,  709,  710,  718,  770,  816,  817,  824,  900,  908, 910,  911,  915,  918,  919,  939, 
960,  961,  973,  987,  988,  1004,1009. 1010.1029, 1030, 1047,1061, 1063,1064, 1070, 
1082.  1086-1088,  1090,  1094,  1115,  1117,  1118, 1121,  1148,  1150,  1173, 1236 

Staff.     Announcements  of 742, 1080 

Butler,  Matthew  C. 

Correspondence  with  David  McM.  Gregg 1231 

Mentioned 26.  360,  520,  521,  550,  854, 

880,  881,  1011,  1128, 1140,  1172. 1189,  1195, 1219, 1246, 1247, 1278, 1309, 1310 

Butler.  William.     Mentioned 1157 

Byrnes,  Richard.     Mentioned 837 

Cabell.  Henry  C.     Mentioned 98,1220 

Cabin  Point,  Va.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.      Correspondence  with  Waldo  P. 

Goff 542 

Cadwalader,  George.     Mentioned 954 

Cage,  John  F.     Mentioned 1249 

Callais,  W.  J.     Mentioned 1218 

Callaway ,  George  W.     Mentioned 1274 

Callaway,  Morgan.     Mentioned 1220 

Cameron,  William  E.     Mentioned 1273 

Cammack, .     Mentioned 832 

Camp,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 1082 

Campbell,  Edward.     Mentioned 619,  744 

Campbell,  John  A.     Mentioned 1260 

Cannon,  Madison  M.     Mentioned 613 

Capron,  Adin  B.     Mentioned 819 

Carle,  James.     Mentioned 277.  315 

Carleton,  Charles  A.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  H.  Potter. 
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Carlton.  Henry  H.     Mentioned 1220 

Carmical.  George  H.     Mentioned 159, 1156, 1215 

Carmichael,  William  W.     Mentioned 1309 

Carney,  Phil.     Mentioned 27,  41 

Carothers,  Adam  K.     Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Fisher 28 

Carpenter,  John  C.     Mentioned 1221 

Carr,  Joseph  B. 

Assumes  command  of  1st  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 37 

Correspondence  with 

Cullen,  Edgar  M 387 

Duncan,  Samuel  A 16 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 15, 

25, 193, 209,  240,  290,  386,  387,  416,  439-441,  464,  513,  514,  600 

Eoberts,  Samuel  H 388,417,461 

Stevens,  Aaron  F 387 

Mentioned 365,  387,  388,  440,  457,  510,  535,  537-540,  553-555,  561,  562,  621 

Carr,  Wilson  C.  N.     Mentioned 1249 

Canington,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 1168, 1214 

Carrington,  Isaac  H.     Mentioned 1204, 1210, 1241 

Canington,  James  McD.     Mentioned 1221 

Carroll,  Samuel  S.    Mentioned 424 

Carter,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 1275 

Carter,  R.  Welby.     Mentioned 1219 

Carter,  Solon  A.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  B.  Carr;  also 

Charles  J.  Paine.  .  4 

Carter,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 615 

Carter,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 106, 107,  109, 1181, 1182, 1191, 1214, 1221, 1243 

Carter,  William  P.     Mentioned 1221 

Gary,  Michael.     Mentioned 404 

Gary,  Wilson  M.    Mentioned 1247 

Castle,  Davis  E.    Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 168 

Fulton,  Henry  W 75,77,87,146 

Casualties  in  Action.     See  Union  Troops.     Casualties.     Returns  of. 
Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Hampton,  Wade. 

Assigned  to  command  of 1171 

Assumes  command  of 1173 

Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Gregg,  J.  Irviu,  relieved  from  command  of  2d  Division  of 135 

Kerwin,  Michael,  relieved  from  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division  of 135 

Smith,  Charles  H.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d 

Division  of 550 

Cayce,  George  M.     Mentioned ._ 1221 

Cazeaux,  Anthony  D.     Mentioned 1250 

Chaffee,  Clemens  C.     Mentioned 130,296 

Chaffin's  Farm,  Va.  Battle  of  (including  combats  at  Fort  Harrison,  Fort 
Gilmer,  New  Market  Heights,  and  Laurel  Hill),  Sept.  29-30, 
1864.  Communications  from 

Babcock,  Orville  E 1109 

Birney,  David  B 1114,1146-1148 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 1109-1111,1115,1142-1146,1148,1149 

E  well,  Richard  S 1303, 1304 

Grant,  II.  S 1090-1092,  1109-1111,1113,1114,1117,1142-1145 
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Chaffin's  Farm,  Va.  Battle  of  (including  combats  at  Fort  Harrison,  Fort 
Gilmer,  Xe\v  Market  Heights,  and  Laurel  Hill),  Sept.  29-30, 
1864 — Continued.  Communications  from. 

Heckman,  Charles  A 1116 

Kautz,  August  V 1149 

Lee,  Robert  E 1301-1306 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 1115 

Weitzel,  Godfrey 1148 

Chamberlain,  F.  S.  S.     Mentioned 1112 

Chamberlain,  Abial  G.     Mentioned 622 

Chamberlain,  Samuel  E.     Mentioned 618 

Chamberlayne,  John  H.     Mentioned 1220 

Chamberlin,  William  N. 

Correspondence  with  Frederick  M.  Edgell 941 

Mentioned 722 

Chambliss.  John  R.,  jr.     Mentioned 142, 199,204,210, 

213,  215,  216,  221,  228,  229,  249,  253,  254,  360,  393,  520,  521,  785, 1189, 1220 

Chandler,  William  E.     Mentioned 438 

Chaplin,  Darnel.     Mentioned 837 

Chapman.  Alford  B.     Mentioned 837 

Chapman,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  James  H.  Wilson  47 

Mentioned 12,  61, 1009 

Charleston,  Steamer.     Mentioned 66 

Cheek,  William  H.     Mentioned 1220, 1310 

Chestney,  Theodore  O.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Richard  S.  Ewell. 

Chew,  Robert  S.     Mentioned 1168 

Chew,  R.  Preston.     Mentioned 1214, 1243, 1309, 1311 

Chickamauga,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 1293,  1294 

Child,  William  D.     Mentioned 614 

Chilton,  D.  Saunders.     Mentioned 1155 

Chilton,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 1157 

Chimneys,  Va.     Assault  on  Confederate  works  at,  Sept.  10, 1864. 
Communications  from 

Brent,  George  William 1245 

De  Trobriand,  P.  Regis 761 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 764,  765,  774,  775,  779,  888 

Meade,  George  G 784 

Mott,  Gershom 762,  777 

Pierce,  Byron  R 762 

Congratulatory  Orders.     Hancock 888 

Chipman.  Charles.     Mentioned 80,  81 

Chisolm,  A.  R. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1191 

Mentioned 1210, 1237 

Choate,  Francis  C.     Mentioned 623 

Choisy.  George  L.     Mentioned 312,313 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Romeyn  B.  Ayres. 

Choppin,  Samuel.     Mentioned 1237 

Christ,  Benjamin  C.     Mentioned 617,  754, 1105, 1138 

Christian,  William  S.     Mentioned 1219 

Church,  Nathan.     Mentioned 888 
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City  Point,  Va.     Explosion  at,  Aug.  9,  1864. 

Board  of  investigation  ordered 197 

Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 91.  111.' 

Ingalls,  Ruins 95,  102 

Meade,  George  G 95,  98 

Clapp.  Channing.     Correspondence  with  George  G.  Meade 919 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  W.  HoiJiam. 

Clapp,  Dexter  E.     Mentioned 622 

Clark,  A.  Judson.     Mentioned 133,  614 

Clark,  M.  Lewis.     Mentioned 1178 

Clark,  Stephen  R.     Mentioned 617 

Clark,  Thomas  R.     Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F.6,  55,  74,.113, 117, 124, 196,  398,  423,  479,  480,  592,  658,  674,  758,  979 

Stryker,  William  S 129,  395,  397,  569 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 29 

Clarke,  .     Mentioned 114 

Clarke,  George  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Charles  L 984 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 446 

Warren,  Gonverucnr  K 450,  531,  546,  559,  944. 1134, 1135 

Mentioned 980 

Clarke,  Haswell  C.     Mentioned 107 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Clarke,  John  W.     Mentioned 1250 

Clarke,  Robert.     Mentioned 618 

Clarke,  Will  W.     Mentioned 623 

Clay,  H.  L.     Mentioned 1179 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R.     Mentioned 1264 

Clingman,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned 17,  50 

86,  96,  297,  304,  329,  359,  369,  418,  437,  442,  552,  1049,  1159,  1166. 1227, 1244 

Clinton,  Jarnes  B.     Mentioned 620 

Clitz,  John  M.  B.     Mentioned 49 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.     See  Munitions  of  War. 

Cloudmau,  Joel  W.     Mentioned 877 

Clum,  Henry  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 810,  893,  905,  960,  974, 1003, 1025, 1044, 1059, 1060 

Partridge,  Sylvester  B 1027 

Simons,  Alfred  G 810,  893,  905,  960,  974,  1044, 1060 

Mentioned 632,  742, 1150 

Clutter,  Valentine  J.     Mentioned 1221 

Coale,  John  H.     Mentioned 284 

Coan,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  Jlobcrt  S.  Foster 461 

Mentioned 110,  352,  380.  1 60,  540,  620 

Cobb,  Norvell.     Mentioned 1216 

Cochran,  A.  J.     Mentioned 1267 

Cochran,  George  M.,  jr.     Mentioned 1249 

Cochran,  Jesse  C.     Mentioned 1215 

Cochran,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 623 

Cochrane,  William  H.  D.     Mentioned 643 
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Coggins'  Point,  Va.     Affair  at  (16th),  and  pursuit  of  the  Confederates.  Sept. 
16-17.  1864.     Communications  from 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 892 

Davies,  Henry  E..  jr 868,869,876,891 

Gates.  Theodore  B 859 

Grant.  U.  S 853.  935 

Kautz,  August  V 873-877,896-898 

Meade,  George  (i . .  852.  853.  856.  858-862.  8f>l.  865.  867-869,  874-879,  885,  891,  892,  935 

Patrick,  Marseua  R 853,858 

Seip.  Albert  N 870 

Sharpe,  George  H 856.  870 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 878 

Van  Rensselaer,  Walter  A 854 

Weir,  Henry  C 870 

Wetherill,  Samuel 878 

Wiley,  Daniel  D 898 

Coit,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 621 

Coit,  James  C.     Mentioned  1167,1207,1227,1244 

Colburn,  Joseph.     Mentioned 616 

Colcock,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 1219 

Cole,  George  W.     Mentioned 622 

Coleman,  Henry  E.     Mentioned 1217 

Coles,  Hiram  E.     Mentioned 1274 

Collins,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 1219 

Collins,  George  P.     Mentioned 1251 

Collis,  Charles  H.  T     Mentioned 611,1128 

Colored  Troops.     Efficiency  of.     Communication  from  Benjamin  F.  Butler.. .        48 

Colquitt,  Alfred  H.     Mentioned 17, 

9G.  296.  297,  329,  359,  369,  472,  475, 1049, 1158, 1166, 1227, 1244, 1305 

Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 629 

Compton,  James.     Mentioned - 1249 

Comstock,  Gyms  B.     Mentioned 248.  249,  254,  335,  390,  736, 1111 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  U.  f>.  Grant. 
Confederate  Troops. 
Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments  :  7th,  272.  276,  286,  296,  297.  521, 1226, 1228. 1310. 
Engineers — Regiments  :  1st,  569. 

Infantry— Battalions  :  1st.  85.  96.  97, 113,  658, 1218, 1263, 1309 ;  Marines, 
1228. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

North  Carolina  and  .Southern  Virginia.  Department  of 1166, 

1167, 1207, 1224-1228, 1244, 1245. 1266-1268, 1311 

Northern  Virginia.  Army  of 1168, 1213-1222, 1243, 1245, 1306-1311 

Richmond,  Department  of 1213, 12(56 

Recruitment  and  enlistment  of.     Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 1296 

Lee,  Robert  E 1157,1199,1228,1230,1292 

War  Department,  C.S 1203 

Connecticut  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :  1st,  619,  648.  694,  813,  814 ;  1st  (batteries),  A, 
607 ;  C,  974, 1113 ;  D.  607.  802, 810 ;'  E.  790";  F,  25,  569,  607,  790 :  G,  607, 791 ; 
I.  607.  791.  802,  810 ;  K,  802, 810;  L,  791 ;  M,  607.  • 
Artillery,  Light— Batteries:-  list.  186.  541.  620,  792,  850, 1017. 
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Connecticut  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— Regiments :  6th,  164,  619,  743,  803;  7th,  164,  619.  803;  8th.  621; 
10th,  14,  588,  619;  llth,  621;  14th,  613;  15th,  624;  16th,  623:  21st, 
621;  29th  (Colored),  182,188,209,620. 

Conner,  Freeman.     Mentioned 615 

Conner,  James. 

Assignment  to  command 1207 

Mentioned 86. 159,  245.  255.  256. 1183, 1185, 1194. 1207 

Relieved  from  command  of  Lane's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division.  3d  Army 

Corps.     (Confederate) 1207 

Relieved  from  command  of  MeGowan's  brigade,  Wilcox's  division,  3d  Army 

Corps.     (Confederate)  1185 

Conser ,  John  C .     Mentioned 614 

Continental,  Steamer.     Mentioned 102 

Conway,  J.  J.     Mentioned 1163 

Cony,  Samuel.     Mentioned 1146 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Maine,  Governor  of. 
Cook,  George  B. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 1113 

Mentioned 648,694 

Cook,  James  E.     Mentioned 908 

Cook,  John  E.     Mentioned 615 

Cook,  Philip.     Mentioned 1217 

Cooke,  John  R.     Mentioned 327, 

329,  360,  520,  521,  607, 1049. 1123.  1207,  1218.  1273-1275. 1305 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George.     Mentioned 424 

Coonaii,  John.     Mentioned 613 

Cooper,  John  B.     Mentioned C17 

Cooper,  Lunaford  P.     Mentioned 1251 

Cooper,  Raleigh  L.     Mentioned 1221 

Cooper,  Samuel.     Mentioned 1175, 1288 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspcc.tor  (letieral'n  Office,  ('.  $.  A. 

Cope,  Emmor  B.     Mentioned 315,  492, 1135 

Corley,  James  L.     Mentioned 1247, 1275 

Cornell,  Birdsall.     Mentioned 889,  890 

Corprew,  Oliver  H.  P.     Mentioned 1249 

Corse,  Montgomery  D.     Mentioned 340-343.  350.  567,  1168.  1214, 1271, 1292 

Couch,  Darius  N.     Mentioned 660 

Coughlin,  John.     Mentioned 1521 

Counselman,  Jacob  H.     Mentioned (519 

Cowan,  Robert  V.     Mentioned 1308 

Coward,  A.     Mentioned 1215 

Cox,  Joseph  J.     Mentioned 1262 

Cox,  "William  R.     Mentioned 1217 

Craig,  Calvin  A.     Mentioned 118.  223,  236.  257,  837 

Craig,  John  N.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  ('•..  see  fft-nri/  ./.  Hunt. 

Cram,  John  E.     Mentioned 809 

Crawford,  Samuel  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Baxter^Heury 825 

Bragg,  Edward  S 493.  532,  825, 1042 

Ferrero,  Edward 1138 

Hancock.  Winfield  S 1136 

Hofmann.  J.  William  . .  825 
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Crawford,  Samuel  W.  —  Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Peirson,  Charles  L  ..................................................         91 

Warren,  Gouvcrncur  K  .....................  9,  79,  101,  125,  277,  278,  311,  SIS- 

SIS,  433,  454,  491.  493,  546,  603.  641,  666,  824,  845.  866,  1056.  1075,  1135,  1136 
Mentioned  ..................   78,  85,  89.  101.  125,  201.  202.  252,  266.  273-275,  277,  305. 

308.  312,  317,  338,  366,  453,  454,  470,  485,  486,  489-491,  493.  495,  496,  530-532, 

615,637-641.  645,  676,  740,750-753,  789,  825,  1021,  1041,1103,  1104,  1131,  1139 

Creney,  James.     Mentioned  ................................................       615 

Crenshaw,  F.  M.     Mentioned  ............................................   101,  114 

Crisler,  N.  W.     Mentioned  .................................................     1249 

Crockett,  John  N.     Mentioned  .............................................     1248 

Croft,  Edward.     Mentioned  ...............................  .............   1218,1308 

Croley,  R.     Mentioned  .....................................................     1211 

Cropsey,  George  W.     Mentioned  ..........................................       715 

Cross,  Charles  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B  ..................................................  379,  551 

Norton,  Lemuel  B  ...................................................       458 

Mentioned  ..............................................................       632 

Crow,  C.  C.     Correspondence  with  B.  F  ....................................       817 

Crowley,  James.     Mentioned  ............................................  340-342 

Cullen.  Edgar  M. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  B.  Carr  .....................................       387 

Mentioned  ..............................................................       621 

Gulp,  John  R.     Mentioned  .................................................     1166 

Gumming,  James  D.     Mentioned  ...........................................     1209 

Cummings,  Emory.     Mentioned  ............................................      623 

Cunningham,  Arthur  S.     Mentioned  ...................................  1219,  1309 

Cunningham,  George  A.     Mentioned  .......................................     1227 

Curtin,  Andrew  G.     Mentioned  ..........................................  942,943 

Curtin,  John  I. 

Assignment  to  command  ................................................       374 

Mentioned  ....................................................   374,617,668,808 

Curtis,  N.  Martin. 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B  ....................................................      563 

Foster,  Robert  S  ..........................................  460,652,693,714 

Turner,  John  W  ......................................   110,121,238,259,381 

Mentioned  ........   189,  352,  379,  381,  414,  540,  554,  584,  585,  620,  681,  782,  792,  872,  89G 

Custer,  George  A.     Mentioned  .............................................     1009 

Cutcheon,  Byron  M.     Mentioned  ..........................................       617 

Cutler,  Lysander. 

Correspondence  with  Gouverneur  K.  Warren  ........................  58,  346,  373 

Mentioned  .   11,  201,  252,  274,  277,  308,  338,  354,  356,  366,  371,  453,  750-753,  800,  804,  805 
Relieved  from  duty  with  Army  of  the  Potomac  ...........................       805 

Cutshaw,  WilfredE.     Mentioned  ..........................................     1221 

Cutts,  Allen  S. 

Correspondence  with  R.  Lindsay  Walker  ................................     1205 

Mentioned  ................................................   1205,1206,1221,1309 

Daggett,  Rufus. 

Assignment  to  command  ................................................      872 

Mentioned  ..........................  .  .................................  620,  872 

Dallas,  Alexander  J.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  (•.,  see   .\farsena  A'. 
Patrick. 
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Dana,  Qustavus  S. 

Correspondence  with  Lemuel  B.  Norton 13,  50,  63,  70.  83, 106. 107, 138, 147, 160 

Mentioned 247,820 

Dance,  Willis  J.     Mentioned 1221 

Dancy,  John  S.     Mentioned 1262 

Dandridge,  E.  P.     Mentioned 1275 

Dandy,  George  B. 

Correspondence  -with  Robert  S.  Foster 181 

Mentioned 180. 186,  506,  619 

Danforth,  John  B.     Mentioned 1238 

Daniel,  H.  K.     Mentioned 1248 

Daniel.  Junius.     Mentioned 1217 

Daniel,  Walter.     Mentioned 735 

Daniel,  William  S.     Mentioned 1309 

Daniels,  Percy.     Mentioned 617,  809 

Dare.  Daniel.     Mentioned 613 

Dauchy,  George  K.     Mentioned 614,957,1102 

Davenport,  John  I. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Sharpe 35, 

41,  76,  86, 103, 116, 120, 127, 128. 145,  246,  256,  330,  437,  477,  914, 1025, 1079 

Mentioned 54, 127,  474,  521,  893,  964 

Davidson,  H.     Mentioned 1211 

Davidson,  Max.  T. 

Correspondence  with  G.  F.  Smith 1173 

Mentioned 1185 

Davidson,  William  L.     Mentioned 1308 

Davies,  Henry  E..  jr. 
Correspondence  with 

Gregg,  David  McM 972,1023,1043,1057,1078 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 904,941 

Kautz,  August  V 873, 875, 876,  897,  907,  931, 932, 951, 962 

Meade,  George  G 821, 

827,  847,  856,  867-870,  891,  904,  923,  924,  939,  947.  958,  959,  972 

Smith,  Charles  H 847,  870,  905,  924,  925 

Weir,  Henry  C 870 

Mentioned 824,  852,  853,  861,  862,  867,  869,  877-879, 

884,  885,  891,  902,  905,  907,  910,  921,  924,  932,  935,  936,  939,  943,  963,  966,  969, 
970,  972,  978, 1001, 1006, 1008,  1024, 1044,  1057, 1064,  1078,  1109,  1140,  1141 
Davis,  Charles  L.      Correspondence  with 

Clarke,  George  . 1 984 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 28,  74, 103, 124, 129, 145, 171,  246,  361,  417,  422 

Norton.  Lemuel  B 145 

Stryker,  William  S 7, 146,  361,  395,  396 

Warren,  Gouvemeur  K 545,  546,  639,  667,  834,  835,  865, 890, 1102 

Davis,  James  T.     Mentioned 1166 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Beanregard,  G.  T 1196 

Field,  Charles  W 1179 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1192 

Johnson,  Ilerschel  V 1258 

Lee.  G.  W.  Custis 1180 

Lee,  Robert  E 1156, 1160, 1161, 1169, 1172, 1180, 1197. 1228, 1235 

Mentioned  . .        1042, 1050, 1164, 1167, 1 182, 1197, 1255, 1259, 1299 
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Davis,  J.  Lucius.     Mentioned 521,785,1123,1220,1310 

Davis,  John  B.     Mcnt ioned 1215 

Davis,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 96,  213,  296,  303, 

318,327,329,359,  .172,  -175,556,  601.1019,  1218,  1273-1275,1278,1308,1309 

Davis,  Phiiieas  A.     Mentioned 554 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  llobcrt  .S'.  Foster. 

Davis,  P.  Stearns.     Mentioned 706 

Davis,  Robert  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Biruey,  David  B 709-711 

(libl)on,  John 715 

Ord,  Edward  <).  C 609 

Read,  Theodore 609 

Mentioned 1123 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  and 
David  I).  Birncy. 

Davis,  Walter  S.     Mentioned 492 

Davis,  William  P.     Mentioned 615 

Davis  House,  Va.     Skirmish  near,  Aug.  31, 1864.     Communication  from  Gouv- 

eruenr  K.  Warren 636 

Deacon,  Edward  P. 
Correspondence  with 

Benham,  Henry  W 1032,1033 

Hicks,  Martin  S 1032, 1033 

Mentioned 1033, 1037 

Dean,  James.     Mentioned 617 

Dearing,  James. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1186 

Mentioned 22, 199,  296,  297,  360,  407,  520,  521,  670,  698, 

881, 1123, 1178, 1186,  1187, 1205, 1214, 1219,  1224, 1228, 1242, 1243, 1309, 1310 

De  Blanc,  Alcibiades.     Mentioned 1216 

Deep  Bottom,  Va.     Skirmish  at,  Aug.  1,  1864.     Communications  from 

Anderson,  George  T 1156 

Butler.  Benjamin  F 14 

Field,  Charles  \V 1156 

Foster,  Rohert  S 14 

De  Kay,  Sidney  B.     Correspondence  with  Wiufield  S.  Hancock 250 

De  Land.  Charles  V.     Mentioned 617 

Delaware  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments  :  1st,  612,831. 

Infantry— Regiments:  1st,  2d,  613;  3d,  4th,  615. 

Dement,  William  F.     Mentioned 79,1221 

De  Meulen.  Emelius.     Mentioned 623 

Denison.  Andrew  W.     Mentioned 750,  752 

Dent,  Frederick  T.     Mentioned 219,  438 

De  Saussure.  William  D.     Mentioned 1157 

Deserters.     Action  touching.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 529 

Grant,  U.  S 555,  912 

Lee,  Robert  E 1 169, 1175. 1200 

War  Department,  C.  S 1167, 1182 

Deshields,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 1247 

Desmond,  John  A.    Mentioued ; 612 
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De  Trobriand,  P.  Regis. 

Correspondence  with  Gershoni  Mott 687,  723,  738,  799,  970,  997 

Mentioned 200,  431,  447,  488,  613,  739,  749,  777,  778,  839,  888,  970,  983, 1020,  1041 

Staff.     Announcement  of 447 

Dettor,  John  H.     Mentioned 1310 

Devin,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 1009 

Dewey,  Orville  S.     Mentioned 585 

Dickenson,  Crispin.     Mentioned 1220 

Dick  Keys,  Steamer.     Mentioned 82 

Dimoii.  Charles  A.  R.     Mentioned 123 

Dinwiddie  Court-House,  Va.     Reconnaissance  toward,  and  skirmish,  Sept. 
15,  18(54.     Communications  from 

Cravrford,  Samuel  W 825 

Falls,  Richard  J 843 

Grant,  U.  S 831 

Lee,  Robert  E 1252 

Meade,  George  G 824.831,840,841 

Roebling,  Washington  A ". 840 

Warren,  Gouvernenr  K 824,839-844 

Dinwiddie  Road,   near  Reams'  Station,   Va.     Action  on,  Aug.  23.  1864. 
Communications  from 

Barlow,  Francis  C 430 

Grant,  U.  S 441 

Gregg,  David  McM 436 

Hancock,  Wintield  S 426 

Meade,  George  G 427,442 

Spear,  Samuel  P 427 

Warren,  Gouverueur  K 426,  427 

District  of  Columbia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Cavalry— Regiments :  1st,   166,  241,  260,  291,  305,  326,  339,  353,  583.  589,  622, 
682,  694,  716,  854,  859,  873-877,  907,  908,  933,  935,  936,  951,  962, 1034, 1236. 

Doane,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 620 

Dodge,  George  S.     Mentioned 1024 

Doheny,  Michael.     Mentioned 613 

Doherty,  P.  M.     Mentioned 1250 

Doles,  George.     Mentioned 1217 

Donald,  William  K.     Mentioned 1221 

Dorsey,  Stephen  W.     Mentioned 612 

Doty,  Albert.     Mentioned 616 

Doty,  Franklin  B.     Mentioned 616 

Dougherty,  Alexander  N.     Mentioned 887 

Douglas,  Hugh  Thomas.    Correspondence  with 

Stevens,  Walter  H 1155 

Talcott,  Thomas  M.  R 1158,1159,1162 

Wise,  E.N 1160 

Dow,  Edwin  B.     Mentioned 614 

Draft.     Enforcement  of.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 193,783,804 

Halleck,  Henry  W Ill 

War  Department,  U.  S 783 

Draper.  Alonzo  G.     Mentioned 622 

Draper,  William  F.     Mentioned 617,  808 

Drew,  Jeremiah  D.     Mentioned 620 

Driver,  William  R.     Mentioned 887 

For  correspondence  as  A  A  G.,  see  kelson  A,  Miles. 
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Duaiie.  James  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 662 

Ingalls,  Rufus 566 

Meade,  George  G 96 

Warren.  Gou verneur  K 677 

Mentioned 115. 

132, 153,  226,  280.  416,  451,  452,  531,  565-567,  591,  6X2,  683,  690,  703,  707,  805 

Du  Bois.  Ed-ward  M.     Mentioned SN8 

Du  Bose,  Dudley  M.     Mentioned 150,1083,  1215 

Ducie,  Daniel  "W.     Mentioned 1250 

Duff,  William  L.     For  correspondence  HH  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  lr.  K.  Grant. 

Dugan.  W.  H.     Mentioned 656 

Duke,  Richard  T.  W.     Mentioned 1237,1238 

Dulany,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 1219 

Duncan,  David  R.     Mentioned 1218 

Duncan,  R.  P.     Mentioned 125 

Duncan,  Samuel  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 189,959 

Carr,  Joseph  B 16 

Paine,  Charles  J 38 

Mentioned 15,16,25,37,622,959 

Dungan.  Robert  H.     Mentioned 1216 

Dunn, .     Mentioned , 908 

Dunn,  William  McK.     Mentioned 245 

Dunning,  Erasmus  C.     Mentioned 612 

Dunovant,  John.     Mentioned 1123, 1124, 1157, 1195,  1219, 1310 

Dushane.  Nathan  T. 

Correspondence  with  Rouieyu  B.  Ayres 31,  312 

Mentioned 265,  273.  312,  323,  354,  356,  706 

Dutch  Gap,  Va.     Action  at,  Aug.  13,  1864.     Communications  from 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 158 

Dana,  Gustavus  S 147,160 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 145 

Smith,  G.  F 1173 

Duvall,  Robert  E.     Mentioned 623 

Barley,  A.  E.     Mentioned 1273 

Early,  Jubal  A. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1257 

Mentioned 50, 

54,  75,  85.  86.  116, 125. 126. 132. 145, 159, 167,  169, 170,  246,  291,  293,  334,  360, 
451,  474.  521.  568.  625,  629,  630.  657,  658,  682,  684,  687,  688,  690,  699,  700,  711, 
718,  720,  722,  724,  725,  729,  735,  736,  742,  746,  748,  789,  833,  853,  855.  856,  879, 
882,  890.  893,  912,  952,  963,  964,  978,  979,  981,  989,  1010,  1025,1042,1048, 1050, 
1051, 1056, 1065. 1066, 1079,  1090,  1091.  1117,  1123,  1124,  1134.  1144,  1161, 
1162,  1172,  1182,  1192,  1213,  1216,  1217,  1243, 1258, 1259,  1270,  1271,  1275 

Easterling,  N.  A.     Mentioned 1166 

Easterly,  George  B.     Mentioned 622 

Eastern  Virginia,  District  of.     Operations  hi.     Communications  from 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 934 

Lee,  John  D 696 

Morrison,  Joseph  J 696 

Shepley,  George  F 697,934 

Wild,  Edward  A 653 
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Eaton,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 617 

Eaton,  John  B.     Mentioned 618 

Eaton,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 618,  619 

Echols,  John.    Mentioned 1293 

Eckert,  George  C.    Mentioned 618 

Eckert,  Thomas  T.     Correspondence  with  Richard  O'Brien 542 

Eddy,  Edward,  jr.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  S.  Foster. 
Eddy,  Ulysses  D.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Frederick  M.  Edgell ; 

also  John.  G.  Hazard. 
Edgell,  Frederick  M. 
Correspondence  with 

Chamberlin,  William  N 941 

Hancock,  Win  field  S 776,902,1017,1039 

Hunt,  Henry  J 775,  788,  800, 823,  838, 863,  957,  969,  982, 997, 1017, 1040 

Woerner,  Christian 1017 

Mentioned 614,686,759,760,982 

Edgerton,  William  G.     Mentioned 615 

Edith,  Steamer.    Mentioned 1295 

Edmaiids,  J.  Gushing.    Mentioned 614 

Edmauds,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 506 

Edson,  Theodore.     Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 183, 

234, 551, 589,  672,  780, 828 

Edwards,  Albert  M.     Mentioned 616 

Edwards,  Oliver  E.     Mentioned 159 

Egan,  Thomas  W. 

Assignment  to  command 1019 

Mentioned 594,956,1019,1032,1039 

Egbert,  George  T.    Mentioned 612 

Ege,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned 614 

Elhart.A.     Mentioned * 1248 

Ella,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1089 

Ella  May,  Steamer.     Mentioned 590 

Ellett,  Thomas.    Mentioned 1221 

Elliott,  Stephen,  jr.     Mentioned 899, 1157, 1166, 1183, 1227, 1232, 1244, 1305, 1311 

Elliott,  Wyatt  M.    Mentioned 159,522 

Ellis,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 1227 

EUsler,  George  W.    Mentioned 888 

Ely,  R.  N.     Mentioned 1262 

Embler,  A.  Henry.     Mentioned 888 

Emerson,  Edward  O.     Mentioned 621 

Emory,  Campbell  D. 

Correspondence  with  Andrew  A.  Humphreys 627 

Mentioned 274 

Emory,  William  H.    Mentioned 40,  909, 1161, 1162, 1170-1172 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1211 

War  Department,  C.  S 1257 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1253 

England,  Thomas  Y.     Mentioned 59 

Erson,  Eric.     Mentioned 1274 

Erwin,  Alfred  M.     Mentioned 1262 

Eahleman,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 1221 
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Etheredge,  J.  Q.     Correspondence  with 

A.  13 883,  916,  937,  953,  980,  990,  1013, 1052, 1053 

Beauregard,  G.  T 883,  916,  937,  953,  980,  990, 1013,  1052, 1053,  1121 

Etheridge,  Alexander  E.     Mentioned 1250 

Evans,  Andrew  W.     Mentioned <J09 

Evans,  Clement  A.     Mentioned 854,  899, 1216 

Evans,  Edwin.     Mentioned 617 

Evans.  G-.  W.     Mentioned 1250, 1262 

Evans,  Nathan  G.     Mentioned 1049 

Evans,  Stephen  B.     Mentioned 1220 

Evans,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 1238 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S.     Mentioned 1293 

Ewell,  Richard  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1174, 1175 

Bragg,  Braxton 1303,1304 

Johnson,  Bushrod  K 1223,1263,1265,1283,1288 

Lee,  Robert  E 106,  109, 1169,  1173, 1176, 1210, 1303, 1304 

Pembertou.  ,J  ohn  C 1 181 

Mentioned 35,  85, 107, 109, 127,  567, 1164, 1172, 

1174, 1177, 1181,  1213,  1237,  1238,  1240,  1266,  1284,  1293,  1299,  1301,  1302 

Start'.     Announcement  of 1293 

Fairchild,  Harrison  S.     Mentioned 383, 506,  621 

Fairfax,  John  W.     Mentioned 1271 

Falls,  Richard  J. 

Correspondence  with 

I'latt,  Hiram 889 

Warren,  Gouvernenr  K 843, 844,  890 

Mentioned 840 

Faribault,  George  H.     Mentioned '. * 1218 

Farinholt,  Benjamin  L.     Mentioned 1225, 1268 

Farragut,  David  G.     Mentioned 82,  96, 170,  769 

Farrington,  George  M.     Mentioned 616 

Farwell,  James  C.     Mentioned y  613 

Fauntleroy,  Robert  B.     Mentioned 1309 

Fay,  Harry  C.     Mentioned 621 

Fearey,  Thomas  H.     Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 28,  97, 117,  332 

Stryker,  William  S 398 

Fellers,  William.     Mentioned 1262 

Ferebee,  Dennis  D.     Mentioned 1220, 1228, 1310 

Ferrero.  Edward. 

Correspondence  with 

Bnrnside.  Ambrose  E 11,  24,  33,  45 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 1138 

Meade,  G«<qrge  G 1139 

Parke.  .John  G 285,  374,  434,  534, 1077, 1105,  1106 

Stearns.  Ozora  P 741 

Thomas,  Henry  G 285,  320 

Willcox.  Orlando  B 155,  178,  643,  644,  669,  740 

Mentioned 21,  54,  119,  154.  201,  202,  279,  283,  316,  332.  354,  368, 

369,  373,  405.  434,  488.  494,  495,  519,  524,  533,  534.  547,  617,  626.  633.  636.  640. 
642,  643,  665-669,  726,  727,  808,  940,  1022,  1038, 1077, 1078, 1093, 1105, 1131 
86   R  E — VOL   XLII.    PT   II 
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Ferry  Orris  S. 

Correspondence,  with 

Birney,  David  B 460 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 190 

Turner,  John  W 209 

Mentioned 552.  617,  660 

Fickling,  William  W.     Mentioned 1220 

Field,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  George  T 1 156 

Anderson,  Richard  H ^. 1156 

Davis,  Jefferson 1179 

Lee,  Robert  E 1176, 1177, 1180, 1193, 1201 

Mentioned 26.34,35,41,85,86, 

115, 120, 126-128, 132, 145, 159, 167, 173, 196,  217,  219,  220,  246,  249,  255,  302, 
322,  323,  330,  334,  437,  466,  476,  477,  520, 526,  601,  630,  684,  698,  700,  717.  758, 
770,  899,  1048, 1049, 1066,  1079,  1122-1124, 1128, 1143-1145. 1149, 1161, 1177, 
1178,  1180-1182,  1185,  1213,  1215,  1243,  1255,  1271-1273,  1298,  1303-1305 

Field,  James  G.     Mentioned 1249 

Fife, .     Mentioned 1 14 

Finegan,  Joseph.  Mentioned ....  4, 5, 39, 66, 67, 86, 115. 126, 127, 142, 143. 170, 176,  212, 
246,  326,  327,  329,  393,  394,  420,  437,  472,  474-476,  556,  593,  601.  628,  630,  674. 
683,  697,  717,  721,  734,  736,  747,  748,  757,  770,  967, 1049,  1188, 1218.  1232, 1306 

Finkelmeier,  John  P.     Mentioned 149 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G..  see  Gershom  Moll. 

Finley ,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 620 

Finnicum,  Mark.     Mentioned 616 

Fisher.  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Carothers,  Adam  K 28 

Castle,"  Davis  E 168 

Clark,  Thomas  R <;. 

55, 74, 113,  117, 121,  196,  398,  423,  479,  480,  592.  658,  674,  758,  979 

Clarke,  George  J J46 

Davis,  Charles  L 28,  74, 103. 124,  129.  145.  171.  246.  361,  417,  422 

Fearey,  Thomas  H 28, 97, 117,  332 

Fuller,  Frederick 298,  423,  445,  478,  522,  658,  659 

Fulton,  Henry  W 7, 

18,  55,  75,  87,  97,  98, 103, 116, 117, 128,  146,  171.  197,  21 1,  244,  268,  297,  307, 
330,  331,  362,  396,  398,  399,  422,  424,  444-446,  478,  522,  523.  527,  543-545.  557, 
558,  569,  591,  592,  601,  658,  659,  684,  700,  719,  736,  747,  758.  759,  771,  773,  798, 
806,  817-819, 834-836,  857, 864,  900,  914.  952,  965,  979,  990.  1009.  1011,  1012, 
1030,  1031,  1051,  1052,  1066,  1067. 1095.  1096,  1098,  1099.  1118.  1124,  1125 

Holruan,  Harrison  W 772, 

773,  786,  796,  797,  806, 817-819, 834.  836,  857,  858,  883,  900,  915.  916,  936, 
953,  965,  980.990,  1012.  1013,  1031,  1052,1067.  1068,  1095.  1098,  1120 

Jordan,  Amos  C 75,  77, 118, 129, 130. 146.  170, 196.  247,  298.  330.  331, 

361,  424, 446,  478,  479,  523, 524,  543, 592,  631,  059.  684,  772.  773,  787,  798,  819, 
836,884,  900,  916,981,  1030.  1031.  1052,1067, 1068.  1095-1097. 1119,  1124.1125 

Lyon,  Isaac  S 5,  6,  28,  55, 

76,103,171,  267,360,  361,658,675,  700,773,835,  900,  980,  1051,  1097,1118 

Marcy,  Bennett  W 77 

Meade.  George  G 6, 7, 18,  29, 42, 

55,  74,  77,  98,  113, 117, 130, 168. 171, 197.  244,  247,  298,  307,  331,  396-398,  422, 
444-446,  478,  523,  527, 543,  544,  557.  569, 591,  592,  818,  819,  836,  864,  882,  884, 
900,  914-916,  937,  952, 1011, 1013, 1029,1031,  1051, 1066-1069,1092-1098,1120 
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Fisher,  Benjamin  F.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Parke,  John  G 675,700,736,747,771 

Stryker,  William  S 395,523 

Taylor,  Peter  A 1097, 1118, 1125 

Thickstun.  Israel 884 

Warts,  William  H 18,  42,  73,  97, 116,  247,  398,  421,  423,  914 

Mentioned 211,  264,  611,  612. 1092, 1110, 1122, 1150 

Fisher,  Isaac  B.     Mentioned 613 

Fisk,  John.     Correspondence  with  Robert  B.  Potter 119 

Fitch,  Butler.     Mentioned .» 623 

Fite,  John  A.     Mentioned 1218 

Fitzhugh,  Norman  R.     Mentioned 1171,1247 

Fitzpatrick,  John  A.     Mentioned 1262 

Flags. 

Captured  and  lost.    Communications  from 

Gibbon,  John 559,  595 

Hancock,  Winticld  S '. 438,  527,  528,  595,  807, 1071 

Lee,  Robert  E 1210 

Meade,  ( Jeorge  G "...  527, 981 

Inscription  of  battles  on.     Communications  from 

Hancock,  Wintield  S 968 

Meade,  George  G , 922,  942,  954 

Warren.  Gouverncur  K 922,942 

Flags  of  Truce.     Action  touching.     Communications  from 

Birnoy.  David  B 248,258 

Grant,  U.  S 248 

Gregg,  David  McM 1231 

Hampton,  Wade 1230,1231 

Hancock,  WinHcld  H 219, 250 

Flanner,  Henry  G.     Mentioned 1220 

Fleming,  James.     Mentioned 612 

Fletcher,  David  B.     Mentioned 715 

Florida  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Infantry— Regiments  :  2d,  327,  1218,  1306;'  5th',  1218.  1306;  8th,  126.  212, 
1218,1306;  9th,  267, 1218, 1306 ;  10th,  97, 113, 212, 1218, 1306 ;  llth,  41, 53, 
770, 1218,  1306. 

Fiowerree,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 1168, 1214 

Flowers,  Mrs.     Mentioned 678 

Folk,  George  N.     Mentioned 1228 

Follett,  Frederick  M. 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Birney 36 

Mentioned 36,  109,  162,  620,  849 

Relieved  from  command  of  Artillery  Brigade,  10th  Army  Corps 162 

Fontaine,  Clement  R.     Mentioned 1168, 12H 

Fontaine,  John  B.     Mentioned 117) 

Foote,  R.  E.     Mentioned 1264,1283,1305 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Bushrod  E.  Johnson. 

Forbes,  Frank  T.     Mentioned 1181 

Forbes,  H.  W.     Mentioned 1249 

Ford,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 1061 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  B.  Birney. 

Forney,  William  H.     Mentioned 1217 

Forno,  Henry.     Mentioned 1216 

Forrest,  Nathan  B.    Mentioned 1133, 1288 
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Forsyth,  Charles.     Mentioned • , 1217 

Forsyth,  James  W.     For  correspondence  as  Chief  o     Staff,  see   Philip  H. 

Sheridan. 

Fort  Fowhatan,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at.     Correspondence  with  Benja 
min  F.  Butler 933 

Foster,  Albert  H.     Mentioned 621 

Foster,  John  G.     Mentioned 112, 1240. 1289 

Foster,  Robert  S. 

Assignment  to  command 438 

Correspondence  with 

Barton,  William  B ? 609.652.714 

Birney,  David  B 14,  380,  460,  507,  508.  540,  554,  651,  673,  681 , 

714,  731.  744,  781,  782,  792,  812,  813,  896,  906,  928.  950,  962,  976, 1005, 1006 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 14,  36 

Coan,  William  B 461 

Curtis,  N.  Martin 460.652,693,714 

Dandy,  George  B 181 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 540,553 

Osboru,  Francis  A 461,  652,  681,  744,  793,  851,  907 

Mentioned 35,  36, 137,  162, 186, 188, 

197, 235,  257,  352,  379,  380,  439,  459-461.  498-500,  502,  504,  505,  514,  538-540, 
552-554.  560-563,  584,  620,  693,  714,  767,  793,  995. 1027,  1061,  1081,  1114, 1147 
Resigns  temporarily  the  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  10th  Army 

Corps 459 

Staff.     Announcement  of 554 

Fox,  Gustavus  V.     Mentioned 624.  769,  794,  936 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Secretary,  see  Xary  Department,  U.  S, 

Fox,  Henry.     Mentioned 811 

Francisco,  Robert  L.     Mentioned 1248 

Frank,  Samuel.     Mentioned 1250 

Frankle,  Jones.     Mentioned 624 

Freaner,  George.    Mentioned 1171 

Frederick,  James  D.     Mentioned 1217 

Frederick  the  Great.     Mentioned 579 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 568 

Freeman,  John  S.    Mentioned 617 

French,  Seth  Bassett.     Mentioned 1268 

Frensley,  John  L.     Mentioned 1248 

Frost,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 809 

Fry,  Birket  D.     Mentioned 296,  327.  329,  359,  556,  698,  746,  747, 1219. 1273 

Fry,  C.  W.     Mentioned 1221 

Fulkersoii.  "William  H.     Correspondence  with  Bushrod  K.  Johnson 1264 

Fuller,  Frederick.    Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Fisher 298, 

423,  445,  478,  522,  658,  659 

Fuller,  Nehemiah  F.     Mentioned 623 

Fullonton,  John  E.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Oilman  Marston. 
Fulton,  Henry  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Castle.  Davis  E 75.77,87.146 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 7, 

18,  55,  75,  87,  97,  98, 103,  116, 117, 128,  146, 171, 197,  214,  244,  268,  297,  307, 
330,  331,  362,  396,  398,  399,  422,  424,  444-446.  478,  522,  523,  527,  543-545,  557, 
558. 569.  591,  592.  601,  658,  659,  684,  700,  719,  736.  747.  758.  759,  771,  773,  798. 
806, 817-819,  834-836.  857,  864,  900,  914,  952.  965,  979.  990. 1009. 1011, 1012, 
1030,  1031,  1051,  1052,  1066,  1067,  1095,  1096,  1098,  1099,  1118, 1124, 1125 
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Fulton.  Henry  W. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 4 

Stryker,  William  8 6,  7,  87, 194,  214,  263,  360,  659,  749 

Mentioned 6,211,1122 

Funk,  JohnH.  S.     Mentioned 1216 

Funsten,  Oliver  R.     Mentioned 1219 

Fuqua,  John  A.     Mentioned 1200 

Gaillard.  Peter  C. 

Correspondence  with  Lawrence  .S.  Baker 1280 

Mentioned , (if>7 

Gaillard,  R.  W.     .Mentioned 1249 

Gallaway,  Thomas  S.,  jr.     Mentioned 1218, 1308 

Galloway,  Alexander  H.     Mentioned 1250 

Gaiitt,  Henry.     Mentioned 1214 

Gaiitt,  R.  P.     Mentioned 1262 

Garber,  A.M.     Mentioned 1247 

Garber,  Asher  W.     Mentioned 1221 

Garden,  Hugh  R.     Mentioned 1220 

Gardner,  Franklin.     Mentioned 303 

Gardner.  George  W.     Mentioned 541,  619 

Gardner,  William  M. 

Assignment  to  command 1296 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A.   1237,  1239 

Mentioned 1239, 1278, 1296, 1301-1303 

Garnett.  John  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  (I.  T 1188 

Lee,  Robert  E 1257 

Mentioned 79, 1225. 1267 

Garrard,  Jeptha.     Mentioned 100 

Garrett,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 1217 

Garrison,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 614 

Garviu,  Edwin  L.     Mentioned 612 

Gary,  Martin  W. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1206 

Mentioned 196,  249,  520,  521,  698,  766, 1167, 1189, 1213, 1266, 1303 

Staff.     Aiinou  ncement  of 1 167 

Gates.  Theodore  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Patrick.  Marsena  R 853,  854,  859,  901 

Van  Rensselaer,  Walter  A 854 

Mentioned 611.  858,  870,  917,  919, 1036 

Gatlin.  John.     Mentioned 1251 

Gay,  Abraham  F.     Mentioned 745 

George,  Newton  J.     Mentioned 1218 

Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery.  Heavy— Battalions  :  12th,  1216;  28th,  1218, 1306. 

Artillery.  Light—  Battalions  :  Sumter  ( liatteriex),  A,  1205. 1221;  B,  C,  1221. 
Batteries:  Macoii,  1167,1207,1227,1214;  Milledge,  1221:  Pulaski,  1220; 
Troup,  1220. 

Cavalry— Battalions :  12th.  1201;  20th,  656,  1219,  1310.  Regiments:  2d, 
521 ;  7th,  638,  644,  656.  698. 1219, 1310;  8th,  *  1074, 1310;  62d.t  296,  297, 1225, 
1228, 1214.  1207. 

*  Formed  from  JUth  Battalion  and  fi'Jd  Kegimeut.  t  Coinpauy  H  nerved  as  artillery. 
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Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— Battalions :  2d,  1217,1306;  3d  Sharpshooters,  1215;  10th.  249, 
1217, 1306 ;  18th,  1225, 1214. 1266, 1268.  Regiments  :  2d,  159, 218,  766 :  3d, 
758,  764.  952,  1217,  1306;  4th,  1217;  6th,  699,  1166.1227;  7th.  159.  1156, 
1215;  8th.  159,  890,  899,  902,  1215;  9th,  159,  1215;  10th.  218.  1215;  llth, 
159,1215;  12th,  1217;  13th,  1216;  14th,  1218,  1308;  15th,  159,  766;  16th, 
1215;  17th,  159,  766;  18th,  1215;  19th,  630,  1166,  1227;  20th,  159.  543, 
766;  21st,  1217;  22d.  218,  1217, 1306;  23d,  1166, 1227 ;  24th,  1215;  26th, 
1216;  27th,  28th,  1166.  1227;  31st,  1216;  32d,  656;  35th,  913.  1218, 
1308;  38th,  1216;  44th.  1217;  45th,  1218. 1308;  48th.  218, 1030,  1217,  1306; 
49th,  1218,  1308;  50th,  51st.  53d,  1215;  59th,  159.  1215;  60th.  1216; 
61st,  551, 1216;  64th,  218,  249, 1217, 1306. 

Miscellaneous— Cobb's  Legion,  688.  698, 1215. 1219, 1310 ;  Phillips  Legion, 
656, 1215, 1219, 1310. 

Georgianna,  Steamer.     Mentioned 66 

Gholston,  James  S.     Mentioned 1215 

Gibbes,  Wade  H.     Mentioned 1156. 1220 

Gibbon,  John. 

Assignment  to  command (591 

Correspondence  with 

Biriiey,  David  B 715 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 783,  873. 1)29 

Davis,  Robert  .S 715 

Grant,  U.  S <>94 

Hancock,  Winfield  8 595 

Heckman,  Charles  A 930 

Meade,  George  G 872,  873 

Paine,  Charles  .1 766 

Parke,  John  G •. 719,  720 

Patterson,  Theodore  F 745,  851 

Piper,  Alexander 813 

Stannard,  George  J 930 

Mentioned 8,89, 

149, 150, 175,  237,  419,  420,  429,  430,  432,  436,  448.  481,  482,  524.  525,  559.  602, 
613,  635,  691.  694.  709,  711,  813,  872,  930,  977,  981,  987,  1037,  1039,  1071, 1127 

Resumes  command  of  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps 1019 

Gibboney,  Robert.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1151 

Gibson,  Agnes,  Barge.     Mentioned 233 

Gibson.  Aurelius  W.     Mentioned 1218, 1308 

Gibson,  John  C.     Mentioned 1216 

Gibson,  William.     Mentioned 1217,1306 

Giles,  James.     Mentioned 1168,1214 

Gillespie,  George  L. 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Birney 713.  976 

Mentioned 9,  608.  713,  730,  1030 

Gillett,  Cornelius.     Mentioned 1113 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Halleck 731 

Mentioned 624 

Gilmer.  Jeremy  F. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1 1187 

Mentioned 1254, 1281 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A. 

Gilmer,  John  A.,  jr.     Mentioned 1218 

Gilniore,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned 438 
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Girardey,  Victor  J.  B.     Mentioned 210,  215,  229,  246,  301, 1157, 1217 

Gist.  Moses  B.     Mentioned 615 

Glaize.  John.     Mentioned 1247 

Glenn,  Luther  J.     Mentioned 1215 

Glenn,  R.  H.     Mentioned '. . .     116(5 

Glenny,  William. 

Correspondenee  wiih  Xclsoii  A.  Miles 1018, 101'J 

Mentioned 613, 1019 

Godwin,  Archibald  C.     Mentioned 978,  981,  121(5 

Goff.  Nathan,  jr.     Mentioned 542 

Goff,  "Waldo  P.     Correspondence  with  Telegraph  Operator  at  Cabin  Point, 

Va '. 542 

Goggans.  Elijah  J.     Mentioned 1215 

Goldsmith.  Washington  L.     Mentioned 1218 

Goode,  John  T.     Mentioned 1166, 1244 

Gooding,  John  J.     Mentioned 11(56 

Goodwin,  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 617 

Gordon,  John  B.     Mentioned 1213,1216,1243 

Gordon,  William  B.     Mentioned 116(5 

Gorgas,  Josiah.     Mentioned 1164,  1178 

Gowan,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Parke 281 

Mentioned 178,  281 

Gracie,  Archibald,  jr.     Mentioned -. 854, 

899, 1049,  10(55, 1155, 1158. 1163,  1166, 1227, 1244, 1263, 1305, 1311 

Graham, .     Mentioned 731 

Graham,  Archibald.     Mentioned 1221 

Graham.  Charles  K. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 51,  111 

Mentioned 62,  111,  122, 162,  438,  505,  618,  619,  871, 1025, 1150 

Graham,  Edward.     Mentioned 1228, 1311 

Graham,  Samuel  A.     Mentioned 202,  403,  615,  753 

Graham,  William  W.     Mentioned 615 

Grandy,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 1221 

Granger,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 614 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  Henry  L 1113 

Augur,  Christopher  C 85 

Babcock,  Orville  E 1133 

Benhaiu,   Henry  W . 1126 
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Gibbon,  John 694 

Halleck.  Henry  \V 38, 
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Harn,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Hazard 1129 
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Harris,  D.  B.     Mentioned 1187 

Harris,  Isham  G.     Mentioned 1288 

Harris,  James  G.     Mentioned 1218 

Harris,  J.  J.     Mentioned 1250 
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Mentioned 275,309,312,313,324,336 

Haynes,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 1216 

Hays,  Harry  T.     Mentioned 1216 

Hay  wood,  Edward  G.     Mentioned 159 

Hazard,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Hancock,  Winrteld  8 1102,1129 

Ham,  William  A 1129 

Mott,  Gershom 364 

Mentioned 133,  614,  686,  886,  996, 1102, 1129 

Hazley,  James.     Mentioned 621 

Heald,  John  A.     Mentioned 925 

Healy,  Virgil  M.     Mentioned 614,704 

Hearsey,  H.  J.     Mentioned 1250 

Hebert,  Louis. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  C.  Whiting 1254 

Mentioned 1281 

Heckman,  Charles  A. 

Assignment  to  command 892 

Correspondence  with 

Butler.  Benjamin  F 1116 

Gibbon,  John , . . .       930 

Mentioned. 892,926,930,1026,1062,1070,1114 
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Hedrick,  John  J.     Mentioned 1226 

Heffron,  Henry  G.     Mentioned 622,  707 

Heggart,  Robert.     Mentioned 613 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P.     Mentioned 194 

Hemmell,  Henry.     Mentioned 812 

Henagan,  John  W.     Mentioned 1215 

Henderson.  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 871 

Henderson,  "William. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Beuham 147 

Mentioned 324,  350 

Heiiegan,  James  M.     Mentioned 1250 

Henry,  Guy  V.     Mentioned 15, 16 

Henry,  Thomas.     Mentioned 612 

Herbert,  Arthur.     Mentioned 1168, 1214 

Herbert,  James  R.     Mentioned 1219 

Herndon,  Eugene  W.     Mentioned 1250 

Heth  (or  Heath), .    Mentioned 756 

Heth,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  P.  Hill 1284 

Mentioned 4,  5,  26.  28,  39,  41, 53, 54,  66,  85,  86.  96, 115,  120, 

145, 169, 176, 196,  211,  213,  218,  246,  274,  276,  292,  296,  297,  302,  308-310,  317, 
327,  355,  359,  363,  369,  420,  437,  472,  475,  483,  521, 525,  526,  591,  607,  630,  649, 
650,  749,  757,  833,  854-856,  952,  989,  1011,  1048-1050.  1118, 1126, 1143-1145, 
1185, 1187,  1202,  1214,  1218,  1238,  1213,  1272,  1274.  1275,  1278,  1308, 1309 

Hewetson,  Ralph  E.  B.    Mentioned 1251 

Hicks,  George.     Mentioned 809 

Hicks,  George  A.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edward  Fcrrcro. 
Hicks,  Martin  S. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  P.  Deacon 1032. 1033 

Mentioned 1032, 1033 

Higbee.  George  H.     Correspondence  with  Gouveruenr  K.  Warren 844 

Higginbotham.  John  C.     Mentioned 1216 

Hill,  Ambrose  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Heth,  Henry 1284 

Lee,  Robert  E 1284 

Mentioned 28,55,79,85,112,115, 

144, 167, 169,  211,  220,  274.  277,  356.  421,  451,  483,  484. 591,  596,  638,  684,  703, 
757,  770,  806.  833,  880,  989, 1030, 1042, 1048. 1051,  1121, 1128,1144, 1145, 1175, 
1178, 1184, 1187,  1191,  1196,  1202,  1206,  1214,  1217,  1243, 1245,  1272, 1302 

Hill,  Charles  D.    Mentioned 1249 

Hill,  Daniel  H.     Mentioned 96,  297 

Hill,  George  J.     Mentioned 980 

Hill,  J.  B.     Mentioned 1262 

Hill,  Lewis  H.     Mentioned 1217 

Hindes.  George  W.     Mentioned 621 

Hinkle,  David  W.     Mentioned 1250 

Hitchcock,  George  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Harland,  Edward 243,1116 

Palmer,  Innis  N 243,  590 

Savage,  James  W -. 73 

Mentioned 624, 1116 

Hobson,  Owen  H.     Mentioned 1263 
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Hodges.  Wesley  C.     Mentioned 159 

Hodsdon.  John  L.     For  correspondence,  etc., see  Maine,  Adjutant-General  of. 

Hoffman.  John  S.     Mentioned 1216 

Hoffman.  Wickham.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G..  see  George  F.  Sliepley. 

Hoffman,  William.     Correspondence  with  U.  S.  (Jraut 194 

Hofmann.  J.  William. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  W.  Crawford 825 

Mentioned 345,  453,  547,  615,  752.  753,  825,  845, 1075, 1103, 1135 

Hogan,  Michael  K.     Mentioned 59 

Hoge,  Edward  F.     Mentioned 1215 

Hogg,  George.     Mentioned 612 

Hoke,  Robert  F.     Mentioned 17, 

26,  85.  86,  96.  115. 126, 128, 169,  276.  292,  297,  302,  308,  310,  317,  363,  368,  369, 
437,  468.  512,  518,  538,  543,  551,  568,  569,  630,  650,  720,  721,  725,  729,  730,  740, 
854-856.  871,  880.  881.  893.  894,  899,  910,  913,  927,928,  936,  952,  975,  989,1048- 
1050.  1065,  1066,  1079,  1093,  1122-1124,  1128,  1143-1145, 1149, 1158, 1159, 
1166,  1187,  1190,  1192,  1194,  1202.  1216,  1224,  1227,  1244,1245,1252,1275 

Holden,  William.     Correspondence  with  Innis  X.  Palmer 610 

Holleyman,  John  W.     Mentioned 1306 

Holliday,  Frederick  W.  M.     Mentioned 1216 

Holliday,  Robert  K.     Mentioned 1249 

Hollis,  Abijah.     Mentioned  616 

Holman.  Harrison  W. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Fisher 772,  773, 

786,  796.  797,  806.  817-819,  834.  836,  857,  858,  883.  900,  915,  916,  936, 
953.  965,  980,  990.  1012, 1013, 1031, 1052, 1067, 10(58. 1095, 1098, 1120 

Mentioned 1097 

Holman.  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  Birney 652 

Mentioned 599,  620,  622 

Holmes,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 613 

Holmes.  Robert.     Mentioned -. 599 

Holmes.  Theophilus  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 1192 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1295,1300 

Mentioned 1223, 1234, 1289 

Holt,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 1247 

Holt,  Willis  C.     Mentioned 1215 

Hood,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 705 

Mentioned 17.  35,  37, 

41.  85.  86. 115, 193.  682.  705.  735.  882. 1050.  1198, 1199, 1255,  1258.  1259,  1264 

Hood,  William  H.     Mentioned 1225. 1268 

Hooker.  Joseph.     Mentioned  1170 

Hooks.  Boaz  F.     Mentioned 1225 

Hopkins,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 1218 

Hopper,  George  C.     Mentioned 615 

Hopper.  George  F.     Mentioned 613 

Hord,  E.  L.     Mentioned 1262 

Horton,  Everett  S.     Mentioned 617 

Hough,  John  S.     Mentioned 616 

Houston.  A.  O.     Mentioned 1262 

Hovey,  Solomon,  jr.     Mentioned 59 
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Howard,  Charles.     Mentioned 1181 

Howard,  Henry.     Mentioned t 827 

Howard,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 93, 138, 182,  233,  499 

Mentioned 463,715 

Howard,  William  A.     Mentioned 623 

Howe,  Albion  P.     Mentioned 447 

Howe,  Edward  E.     Mentioned 311 

Howell,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with  Gouverneur  K.  Warren 677 

Mentioned 491,529,530,1136 

Howell,  JohnH.     Mentioned 622 

Howell,  Joshua  B. 

Assignment  to  command 650 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B 781 

Terry,  Alfred  H 608,651 

Mentioned 379,414,562,619,650,673,811 

Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 811 

Howie,  Sandford  G.     Mentioned 1166 

Hoysradt,  Nicholas.     Mentioned 859 

Hubard,  E.  W.     Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1151 

Hubbard,  H.  H.     Mentioned 1274 

Hubbard,  Stephen  L.     Mentioned 622 

Hudson,  John  W.     Mentioned 59,  68 

Hudson,  Joshua  H.     Mentioned 1166, 1311 

Hudson,  J.  W.     Mentioned 1250 

Hueston,  Edgar  J.     Mentioned 612 

Huger,  Prank.     Mentioned 1220,1275,1291 

Huggius,  James  H.     Mentioned 1166 

Hughes,  Chester  K.     Mentioned 614 

Hughes,  John.     Mentioned 1262 

Hughes,  W.  J.     Mentioned... 1248 

Hughs,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Blair,  A.  A 1286 

Johnson,  Bushrod  K 1264,1286 

Ready,  Horace 1285 

Snowden,  Robert  B 1286 

Mentioned 256,893,1213,1263,1264,1288 

Huguley,  George  W.    Mentioned 1166 

Humphrey,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Orlando  B.  Willcox 33,  406 

Mentioned 20,  33, 68, 81,  203, 320, 617,  728,  741, 1137, 1143 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Bates,  John  C 1109 

Emory,  Campbell  D 627 

Grant,  U.  S 467 

Meade,  George  G 4, 

28,  29,  39,  84, 102,  124,  166,  293,  443,  468,  471-473,  475,  520,  591,  992,  1065 

Parke,JohnG 494,626,627 

Warren,  Gouvernenr  K 90 

Williams,  Seth 1122 
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Humphreys,  Andrew  A. — Continued. 

Mentioned 52,  144,  146,  227,  262-265,  283, 

285.  288,  290.  294,  295,  806.  326,  345.  354,  416,  452-455.  468,  480,  520,  568,  638, 
641,  654,  655,  662,  682.  707.  727,  738.  758,  801,  803,  815,  826,  831,  833,  834,  866, 
867.879,911,919.923,925,940,  969,  976,  1035,  1037,  1064,  1102-1110,  1177 
For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Start',  see  (reorrje  <r.  ^fcarl<':  also  John  G.  Parke. 

Humphreys,  Benjamin  G.     Mentioned 757, 1066,  1215 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 952 

Hunt.  Henry  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  Henry  L 182,  256,  257,  598,  607 

Edgell,  Frederick  M  ....   775.  7X8.  XOO,  823.  838,  863,  957.  969,  9X2.  997,  1017,  1010 

Hancock,  \Vinriold  S 571,634,759 

Jackson,  Richard  H 849 

McGilvery,  Freeman 649 

Meade,  George  G 1 142,  831,  949,  991 

Monroe,  J.  Albert 547,573 

Parke,  John  G 547 

Piper,  Alexander 464 

Shaft'er.  Calvin 1070 

Mentioned 177, 178,  192,  392,  415,  520,  526, 570,  574,  611,  612,  703,  721, 

742,  760,  761,  850,  875,  895,  901.  920,  921,  949,  992.  996,  998,  1004,  1039,  1150 

Hunt,  Horatio  N.     Mentioned 613 

Hunter.  David.     Mentioned 38, 1170 

Hunton,  Eppa.     Mentioned 1 168,  1214,  1271, 1272,  1291 

Hurt,  William  B.     Mentioned 1222 

Hutchins,  Nathan  L.,  jr.     Mentioned 1215 

Hutchins,  Robert  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Meade,  George  G 347,  405 

Parke,  John  G 373 

Mentioned 178 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Orlando  It.  WUlcox;  also  John  G.I'arke. 

Hyde,  Joel  W.     Mentioned 650 

Hyman.  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 1218, 1308 

Illinois  Troops.     Mentioned. 
Cavalry — Regiments:  8th,  61. 
Infantry— Regiments  :  39th,  619. 
Indiana  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  611. 

Infantry— Regiments :  7th,  616;  13th,  620;  19th,  304.616, 1105;  20th,613, 

761,762,777,888. 
Ingalls,  Rufus. 

Correspondence  with 

Buruside,  Ambrose  E 80 

Duane,  James  C 566 

Grant,  U.  S 565 

Meade,  George  G 40,  95, 102, 195,  542,  566,  591, 1123 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. .  40,  53,  66,  76, 102, 125,  329,  443,  471,  566 

Mentioned 39,  78, 151.  168,  204,  447,  567,  591,  611,  625,  626.  631, 1150 

Ingraham,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 615 

Ingraham,  Duncan  N.     Mentioned 1240 
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Innis,  Guatavus  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 38,  72 

Marston,  Gilinun 121,  122 

Mentioned 101,111,  121,122,140 

Inspector-General's   Office,  U.   S.  A.     Correspondence  with    Benjamin   F. 

Butler 82 

Intercourse.     See  Trade  and  Intercourse. 

Ireland,  Oscar  B.     Mentioned 458,  632 

Irvin,  John.     (Lieutenant.)     Mentioned 613 

Irvin,  John.     (Lieutenant-Colonel.)     Mentioned  614 

Irwin,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  P.  Spear 977 

Mentioned 977 

Iverson,  Alfred,  jr.     Mentioned 37 

Ives,  Lucius  H.     Mentioned 612 

Jack.  John  T.     Mentioned 615 

Jackson,  George.     Mentioned 1226 

Jackson,  J.  H.     Mentioned 1273 

Jackson,  Richard  H. 

Assignment  to  command 672 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B. . .  692,  712,  781,  792,  803,  811,  830,  849,  895,  906,  949,  961,  976,  986 

Hunt  Henry  J 849 

Mentioned 553,  650,  672,  680,  781.  811,  976,  986,  995,  996,  1081 

Jacobs,  Ferris,  jr.     Mentioned 756,  873 

James,  Army  of  the.     (Union.) 

Foster,  Robert  S.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  2d  Division,  10th 

Army  Corps 438 

Gibbon,  John,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  18th  Army  Corps 691 

Heckman,  Charles  A.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  2d  Division,  18th 

Army  Corps 892 

Howell,  Joshua  B. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 650 

Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 811 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of 499 

Orders,  series  1864— Butler :  Aug.  4,  51;  Aug.  25,  499;  Sept.  30,  1149. 
D.  B.  Birney:  Aug.  13,  163;  Aug.  14  (three),  186,188;  Aug. 
21,  380:  Sept.  28  (two),  1081,  1082.  Terry :  Aug.  22  (two), 
414;  Sept.  6,  730. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Ames:  Aug.  2,  25;  Aug.  21,  388.  D,  B. 
Birney  :  Aug.  13,  163:  Aug.  15  (three).  208;  Aug.  16  (two),  223, 
236;  Aug.  17,  258;  Aug.  19,324;  Aug!  20  (two;,  :;51,  352;  Aug. 
21,  379;  Aug.  22  (two),  413;  Aug.  24,  459;  Aug.  27,  552; 
Sept.  24  (two),  1004;  Sept.  27  (two),  1062;  Sept.  29  (two), 
1114;  Sept.  30  (three).  1146,  1147.  William  Birney:  Aug.  30, 
599.  Corr  :  Aug.  25  (two),  514.  Foster  :  Aug.  29,  584.  Gibbon: 
Sept.  15,851.  Ord:  Aug.  30,  599.  Stevens:  Aug.  18,  290. 
Terry  :  Sept.  1,  651 ;  Sept.  13,  812. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864—  Butler :  June  19,  648;  No.  96,  438;  No. 
106,  742;  No.  112,  1024;  No.  115,  1080;  No.  116,  1146.  D.  B. 
Birney :  No.  20,23;  No.  22,  70;  No.  24,  162;  No.  25,  325;  No. 
27,  459;  No.  34,  10L'6;  No.  35,  1061;  No.  36,  10X1.  William 
Birney:  No.  1,  599;  No.  7,  976.  Foster:  No.  20,  70;  Aug. 
24.  459;  No.  24,  540;  No.  25,  554.  Kautz :  No.  8,  767.  Ord: 
No.  99,  72;  No.  109,555;  No.  125,  1006.  Osborn  :  No.  5.  164. 
j.  Penny  packer:  No.  34,  851.  Plaisted :  No.  25,460.  Pond:  No. 
4,  896.  Terry  :  No.  25,  693. 
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James,  Army  of  the.     (Union)— Continued. 

Orders,  Special,   series   18(54— Butler  :  No.   232.457;  No.   233,  500;  No. 

249,  780;  No.  256,  892;  No.  266,  1060.     0.  B.  Birney  :  No.  30, 

680;  No.   97,  101;    No.  98,  110;    No.  100,   13!);  No.  101,  161; 

Aug.  19,  325;  No.  103,  414;  No.  104,  438;  No.  107,552;  Nos. 

109,  110,  584;    No.   113,  608;  No.  114,  650;    No.  115,  672  ; 

No.  117,  712;  No.  124,  811;  No.  128,895;  No.  134,  985;  No. 

136,  1026;  Sept.  25,  1027;  No.  138,  1061.      Carr :  No.  32,37. 

Foster:  No.  80,  541;  No.  81,  555;  No.  93,  830;  No.   95,  872; 

No.  98,  986.     Heckman  :  No.  119,  1063.      Jackson  :  No.  29,  986. 

McGilvery  :   No.   15,  585.     Ord :    No.  123,  649;    No.  235,  551; 

No.  239,  606;   No.  240,  647;  No.   244,  70S.     Paine :    No.  83, 

37.     Piper:  No.  16,  694.     Pfaisted :  No.  105,  506.     Terry  :   No. 

104,  562;  No.  108,  673;  No.  112,  744:  No.  117,  803;  No.  118, 

812;  No.  128.  1005;  No.  132,  1082.     Turner:  No.  73,  161;  No. 

75,  325;  No.  76,  352. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  13, 1864 164 

Aug.  31,  1864 618-622 

Sept.  30,  1864 1150 

Pond,  Francis  B.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division,  10th 

Army  Corps  811 

Weitzel,  Godfrey,  assigned  to  command  of  18th  Army  Corps   1146 

James  River,  Va.     Demonstration  on  the  north  bank  of,  at  Deep   Bottom, 

Aug.  13-20,  1864   (including  combats  at  Fussell's  Mill,  Gravel 

Hill,   Bailey's   Creek,  Deep   Run   (or   Creek),  White's   Tavern, 

Charles  City  Road,  New  Market  Road,  etc.). 
Communicatious  from 

Barlow.  Francis  C 175 

Birney,  David  B 163.  183-188,  204,  206-209,  221,  235-237,  257,  258,  292,  325 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 136, 162,  180,  183-185,  206,  231-233,  238,  324 

Dandy,  George  B 181 

Davis,  Jefferson 1180 

De  Kay,  Sidney  B 250 

Grant,  U.  S 136,  '48, 

167, 173, 185, 198,  206,  210,  217,  222,  231,  232,  248-250,  268,  269,  293,  299-302 

Gregg,  David  McM 179,  204,  228-230,  321,  348 

Gregg,  J .  Irvin 205 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 132, 

149. 172-175, 179, 180, 185, 197-200, 204,  205,  207.  215-225,228-230, 
235,  236,  247-249,  257,  258,  269-271,  287, 299-303,  321,  333,  334,  336 

Kcnsel,  George  A 239 

Lee,  Robert  E 1176,1180,1181,1189 

Meade,  George  G 124, 131, 132,  135, 174,  218 

Miles,  Nelson  A 223 

Mitchell,  William  G 214,  215,  J20 

Mott,  Gershom 200.  225 

Sharpe,  George  H 213,  245,  246 

Taylor,  Coustantiue 205 

Taylor,  Peter  A 174 

Turner,  John  W J38 

Washburu,  Francis 381 

Wooster,  William  B 206,  209,  239 

Congratulatory  Orders.     Birnoy 325 

Newspaper  extract  concerning 301 
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James,  Martin  S.     Mentioned 562.  620 

James  S.  Green,  Steamer.     Mentioned 1S2 

Jameson,  Thorndike  C.     Mentioned 621 

Janney,  E.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Kobert  E.  Lee 1302 

Mentioned 1247 

Jarvis,  William  H.     Mentioned 1268 

J.  A.  S.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 797,  818,  836. 

857,  858,  883,  915,  916,  936,  953,  965.  980,  990,  1013,  1031,  1052,  1068, 1098 

Jay,  William.     Mentioned 1075 

Jayne,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned 1217, 1306 

Jeffords,  Robert  J.     Mentioned 1219, 1310 

Jenkins,  Micah.     Mentioned 758 

Jeimett,  James  L.     Mentioned 1311 

Johannes,  John  G.     Mentioned 615 

Johnson,  Bradley  T.     Mentioned 1161,1169,1172 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1232, 1252. 1287. 1305 

Ewell,  Richard  S 1223, 1263. 1265.  1283, 1288 

Fulkersou,  William  H 1264 

Harrison,  U.  C 1264 

Hughs,  John  M 1264, 1286 

Ready,  Plorace 1264 

Snowden,  Robert  B 1264 
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McClung,  Francis  B.     Mentioned : 1309 

McClure,  Charles.     Mentioned 844 

McComb,  William.     Mentioned 1218, 1309 

McCormic.  James  L.     Mentioned 1226 

McCoy,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 493,  615,  753 
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McCreary,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 1308 

McCullohs.  William  H.     Mentioned 1218 

McDonald,  Alexander  J.     Mentioned 622 

McElroy,  John  S.     Mentioned , 1250 

McElvaiiy,  James  T.     Mentioned 1308 

McEntee,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 133. 149 

McEiitee.  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Meade.  George  <; 4,  5, 17,  26-28.  41,  66. 141.  170.  245.  266.  267.  296, 

297,  327.  329.  359,  360,  393,  394.  420,  421,  474,  475,  520,  551.  556,  591,  601,  628 

Parke.  John  ( r 656.  657.  674,  683.  697,  698,  717,  718,  734,  746 

Sharpe,  (Jeorge  II 4, 

5,  40,  96,  245,  246,  297,  329,  330,  359.  476,  477,  521,  568,  630,  718,  747 

Mentioned 337,  472,  475,  484-486,  520,  746,  832 

McGee,  James  E. 

Assignment  to  command 799 

Correspondence  with  Nelson  A.  Miles 807.  863, 1018, 1019 

Mentioned 776,  799, 1039 

McGehee,  George  T.     Mentioned 1248 

McGill,  John  W.     Mentioned 1218,  1308 

McGilvery,  Freeman. 

Assignment  to  command 162 

Correspondence  with 

Biruey.  David  B 351,  562,  584 

Hunt,  Henry  J 649 

Piper,  Alexander 459 

Mentioned 131, 162,  163,  561,  620,  680,  871 

McGlashau,  Peter.     Mentioned 1215 

McGowan,  Samuel. 

Assignment  to  command 1185 

Mentioned, 159, 197,  231,  334,  483,  657,  855,  913,  952, 1049,  1185,  1218, 1307,  1308 

McGregor,  William  M.     Mentioned 1311 

McGuire.  L.  S.     Mentioned 1250 

Mclntosh,  David  G.     Mentioned 79, 1205,  1221,  1309 

Mcliitosh,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  James  II.  Wilson 47 

Mentioned 12,  61, 1009 

Mclntyre,  Martin  V.     Mentioned 622 

Mclvor,  James  P.     Mentioned 613 

McKeen.  H.  Boyd.     Mentioned 966 

McKethan.  Hector.     Mentioned 1166 

McKibben.  Gilbert  H.     Mentioned 808 

McKibben.  Robert  P.     Mentioned 604 

Mackinaw,  II.  S.  S.     Mentioned .'.   147,  1027 

McKiuney,  R.  C.     Mentioned 1262 

McLain.  Alexander  S.     Mentioned 612 

McLaughlen.  Napoleon  B. 

Assignment  to  command 826 

Assumes  command  of  3d  Brigade.  1st  Division.  9th  Army  Corps 847 

Mentioned 826 

McLaws.  Lafayette.     Mentioned 127,  169, 1103 

McLure,  J.  "William.     Mentioned 1247 

McMahon.  James  P.     Mentioned 837 

McMahoii,  John.     Mentioned 615.1041 
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McMaster,  Fitz  William.     Mentioned 1166,  12  U,  1311 

McNamee,  John  V.     Mi'ut  ioued 1262 

McNeely,  William  G.     Mentioned 1219 

McNeill,  James  H.     Mentioned 1310 

McRae.  Dandridge. 

Correspondence  with  William  H.  C.  \Yhiting 1255 

Mentioned 129(5, 1299, 1301 

McRae,  James  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  (».,  see  Lawrence  8.  Baker. 

MacRae,  "William.     Mentioned 359,  1183,  1194, 1207, 1218, 1274, 1275.  1308, 1309 

McWhorter,  R.  L.     Mentioned 1250 

Macy,  George  N. 

Assignment  to  command 151 

Mentioned 151,  886 

Madill,  Henry  J. 

Correspondence  with  (ilershom  Mott 118 

Mentioned 200 

Mahoii,  James  D.     Mentioned 623 

Mahone,  William.     Mentioned 4.  5,  26,  28,  32.  66,  85,  86,  96, 

101, 114-116, 169, 170,  176,  210-213,  216,  218,  226,  245,  246,  255,  267,  292,  297, 
302,  304,  308,  310,  317.  320.  327.  329,  359,  363,  368,  369,  383,  400,  421 ,  431.  437, 
456,  458,  471,  472,  474-477,  497,  501,  509,  520-522,  526, 591,  628,  630,  656.  661, 
683,  684,  697,  700,  717,  734,  746,  757,  758,  764,  770,  806,  833,  834,  854-856,  952, 
979,  1011,  1030,  1049-1051,  1144,  1156,  1175,  1214,  1217,  1243,  1275,  1306 

Maine,  Adjutant-General  of.     Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 1146 

Maine,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 1059 

Maine  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments  :  1st,  613,983,998. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries  :  2d.  570,  597,  612.  721;  3d.  88.  547,  570,  597,  612; 

4th.  88,612.738,998,1040;  6th,  151,  364.  614,  982,  1017;  7th,  570.  618. 
Cavalry— Regiments  :  1st,  618,  627,  671,  925.  951. 1024. 

Infantry— Regiments  :  8th.  587,  621, 1059,  1146 ;  9th,  620,  694 ;  llth,  506.  540, 
619,1059.1146;  16th,  615;  17th,  613,  762,  998;  19th,  613;  20th,  615,  840, 
999, 1021;  31st,  32d,  617. 

Maitland,  John  B.     Mentioned 135 

Majtheiiy,  Theodore.     Mentioned 611 

Make  water, .     Mentioned 568 

Mallory,  Stephen  R.     Mentioned 1211, 1228,  1282.  1295.  1297 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  iVf/ui/  Department,  <'.  -V. 

Manlove,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 1217, 1306 

Manly,  Basil  C.     Mentioned 1220 

Mann.  Daniel  P.     Mentioned 612 

Manning,  Fred.  L. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Sharpe 477, 

521,  522.  513,  556,  569,  601,  630,  657,  658,  699,  718,  893 

Mentioned 477 

Manning,  Van  H.     Mentioned 159 

Mapes,  William  H.     Mentioned (i!7 

Maps  and  Sketches.     See  Sketch?*. 

Marcy,  Bennett  W.     Correspondence'  with  Benjamin  F.  Fisher 77 

Marks,  Albert  S.     Mentioned 1288 

Marlin,  Silas  J.     Mentioned 887 

Marrow,  W.  C.     Mentioned 1247 

Marshall,  Charles.     For  correspondence  as  A.  I).  C.,sro  Itolx-.rt  K.  Lee. 
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Marston,  Giltnaii. 

Assignment  to  command  ................................................       606 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F  ................................    111,1-1.  1063.  1088,1089 

Inuis,  Gustavus  S  .................................................   121,  122 

Lewis,  Wellington  M  ..............  ..............................    1089,  1090 

Ord,  Edward  (>.  ('  ...................................................       610 

Patterson.  .Joab  N  ...................................................     1045 

Swaiu,  Julius  M  .....................................................       122 

Mentioned  ...........................................    138.  598.  606.  607.  609,  1150 

Thanks  of  Legislature  of  Now  Hampshire  to  .............................       438 

Martin,  Albion.     Mentioned  ................................................     1248 

Martin,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler  ................................       653 

Mentioned  ............................................................  590,  654 

Martin,  James  G.     Mentioned  ...........    17.  355,  359.  1049,  1166,  1183,  1190,  1227,  1244 

Martin,  John  M.     Mentioned  ...........................................    1218,  1306 

Martin,  S.  Taylor.     Mentioned  ..............  ...............................     1220 

Martin,  William  J.     Mentioned  ...................................   1218,1274,  1309 

Marvin.  Azor  S.,  jr.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Gouverncur  K. 

Warren. 
Marye,  Edward  A.     Mentioned  ............................................     1221 

Maryland  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 
Artillery,  Light—  Batteries:  1st.  117."),  1221. 
Infantry—  Regiments  :  2d,  54,  601,  630,  1219,  1273,  1309. 
Maryland  Troops.     Mentioned.     (IJiu'on.) 

Cavalry  —  Battalions:  Purnell  Legion,  623.     Regiments:  1st,  540,  619,  909, 

960,  1061,  1081,  1090. 
Infantry—  Regiments:  1st,  615;  2d,  617;  3d,  92,  616,  G43,  668;  4th,  615;  5th, 

621;  7th,  345,  615;  8th,  615;  Purnell  Legion,  615. 
Mary  Moyer,  Barge.     Mentioned  ...........................................       233 

Massachusetts  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy—  Batteries:  13th  Unattached  Company,  619,  1150.    Regi 
ments:  1st,  614  ;  2d,  624,  794  ;  2d  (Battalions),  3d,  623;  2d  (Batteries),  B, 
623. 

Artillery,  Light—  Batteries  :  3d  (C),  30,88,  616;  5th  (E),  88,  616;  9th,  493, 
616,666;  10th,  364,  614,  722,997,1017;  llth,  570,  618,  827;  14th,  526,  570, 
597,  612. 
Cavalry—  Regiments:  1st,  611,618;  4th,  163,189,381,  417,554,  584,621,  623, 

1006,1081. 

Infantry  —  Companies:  1st  Sharpshooters,  613;    2d  Sharpshooters.  614. 
Regiments  :  llth,  614,  739,  983,  984  ;  17th,  623  ;  18th,  615.  999  ;  19th.  20th, 
613;  21st.  92,  61(5.  643.  668;  22d,  78,  614,  999,  1125;    23d,  500.  621,  793; 
24th,  506,  507,541,554.563,619;  25th,  500.  621,  793;  27th,  500,  621.  934; 
28th,  6  12,  1100;  29th.  92.  616,  643;  32d,  614,  840,  999,  1021;  35th,  92,99, 
406,  616,  643.  668  ;  36th,  617  ;  39th.  615  ;  40th,  621.  1089  ;  56th.  92,  616,  643, 
668  ;  57th,  92,  616,  643  ;  58th.  617  ;  59th,  92,  616,  643. 
Massie,  John  L.     Mentioned  ......................  1221 

Masters,  L.     Mentioned  ............  1272 

Mathews.  James  D.     Mentioned  .......  ...     1216 

Matthewson,  Augell.     Mentioned  .........................................       616 

Maurin,  Victor.     Mentioned  ................................................     1221 

Maury,  Dabney  H.     Mentioned  ............................................        83 
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Maury,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Pemherton  ................................      1182 

Mentioned  ......  ........................................................     1181 

Maury,  Richard  L.     Mentioned  ............................................     1214 

Maxwell,  A.  E.     Correspondence  with  T.  M.  Palmer  ........................     1  188 

May,  Ella,  Steamer.     Mentioned  ............................................       5!)0 

Mayer,  Edelmiro.     Mentioned  .............................................       620 

Maynard,  G-.  P.     Mentioned  ................................................     1011 

Mayo,  Ezekiel  R.     Mentioned  ..............................................       612 

Mayo,  Joseph,  jr.     Mentioned  ..........................  .  .....    1168.  117*),  1211.  12!»1 

Mayo,  Robert  M.     Mentioned  ..................................   51,  12  It),  1273,  1271 

Mayo,  William  S.  P.     Mentioned  ..........................................     1219 

Meade,  David.     Mentioned  ................................................     1217 

Meade,  George  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A  ....................................     1018 

Babcock,  John  C  -  .75,  84,  85,  96,  113,  111,  126,  169,  212.  785,  796,  806,  833,  854,  855, 

881,  899,  913,952,  965,  978,  988,  1011.  1030,  10-18,  1050,  1065,1066,1123,1124 

Benhaui,  Henry  W  ..........  858,  901,  917-919,  1033,  1035,  1036.  1070,  1071,  1099 

Birney,  David  B  .  .  536,  538,  539,  551,  552.  598,  607,  649,  774,  785,  791.  802,  811,  820, 

821,  829,  830,  818,  849,  871,  894,  895,  906,  927,  928,  949,  961,  975,  1003,  1004 
Buruside,  Ambrose  E  ................................................         8- 

10,  20.  24,  31,  43,  44,  58,  59,  67,  68,  79,  80,  91.  99,  118,  134,  152-155 
Butler,  Benjamin  F  ..................................................        52, 

65,  66,  101,  102,  137,  181,  323.  350.  892.  898,  925,  926,  949,  1092 
Clapp,  CLuinuiug  ....................................................       919 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  jr  .................................................      821, 

827,  847,  856,  867-870,  891,  904,  923.  924.  939,  947,  958,  959,  972 
Duane,  James  C  .....................................................         96 

Ferrero,  Edward  ....................................................     1  1  39 

Fisher.  Benjamin  F  ..........................................  6,  7,  18,  29,  42, 

55,  74,  77,  98,  113,  117,  130,  168,  171,  197,  244,  247,  298,  307,  331,  396-398,  422, 

444-446,  478,  523,  527,  543.  544,  557,  569,  591,  592,  818,  819,  836,  864,  882,  881, 

900,  914-916,  937,  952,  1011,  1013,  1029,  1031.  1051,  1066-1069,  1092-1098,  1120 

Fulton,  Henry  W  ....................................................  4 

Gibbon.  John  .....................................................  872,873 

Grant,  U.  S  ..........................................................         3, 

26,  39,  52,  75,  85,  95,  101,  112,  114,  115,  140-143,  168-170,  191,  210-212,  244, 
245,261-266,  293-295,  326-328,  354-1358,  390-393,  418-420,  442,  443,  451.  466- 
471,  517-520,  541,  542,  556,  564,  565,  587,  600,  601.  624-626,  784,  785,  795,  796, 
805,  815,  816,  831,  852,  853,  879,  909-911,  935,  936,  948,  963,  964,  977,  978,  985, 
987,  988,  1008-1010,  1028-1030,  1046-1048,  1064,  H)65,  1091-1094,  1118-1122 
Gregg,  David  McM  ..................................................  22,  16, 

81,  105,  135,  157,  374,  375,  407,  408,  435,  436,  549,  560,  583.  597,  605,  606.  644, 

790,  801,  810,  827,  984,  985,  1001,  1023,  1043,  1057,  1106-1108,  1139-1141 

Griffin,  Charles  ......................................................       999 

Hancock,  Winlield  S  ...........  8,  24,  55,  56,  131,  132,  137,  148,  173,  174,  198,  199, 

216,  218,  219,  222,  247-249,  269,  301,  303,  324,  334,  336,  362,  363,  399,  425-428, 
448,  449,  473,  481-486,  524-528,  571,  593,  59-1,  602.  632,  771,  787,  799.  806,  820- 

822,  837,  838,  859-863,  884-886,  901.  902,  920,  921,  937-940.  956,  965-967,  981, 
982,991-993,1014-1016,  1029,  1037,  1038,  1051,  1072,  1073,1100,1126-1128 

Harper,  William,  jr  ..................................................       408 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A  ..............................................         4, 

28,29,39,84,  102,  124,  166,  293,  443,468,  471-473,  475.  520,  591,  992,  1065 
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Meadc,  George  G. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Hunt,  Henry  J 142,  831,  949,  991 

Hutchins,  Robert  A 347,  405 

Ingalls,  Rufus 40,  95, 102, 195. 542,  566,  591, 1123 

Kautz,  August  V 164-166.  193,  241,  242,  259,  260, 

290,291,388,464,465.852,  874-879,  896-898,  907,  931.  932.  1006,  1034,1063 

Kerwiu,  Michael 94 

Lewis,  George  W 147, 172 

Locke,  Frederick  T 889 

McEntee,  John 4,  5,  17,  26-28,  41,  66, 141,  170,  245,  266,  267,  296, 

297,  327,  329,  359,  360,  393,  394,  420,  421,  474.  475,  520,  551,  556,  591,  601,  628 

Mott,  Gershom 304,  365,  382,  400,  431,  449,  450,  487,  488,  529 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C .  8,  24,  37,  63-65,  71,  83,  84, 190-193,  240,  278-280,  288,  289,  353, 
363,382-385,415,  416,  439,  440,  443,  461,  462,  509-511,  535,  536, 550, 1095, 1115 

Parke,  John  G 178,  202,  227,  228,  252,  278-283, 

315-319,  346,  347,  362,  373,  404-406,  434,  454, 455,  491,  494,  495,  531,  533,  547, 
548,  559,  571-573,  596,  597,  603,  6-12,  789,  790,  801,  807,  821,  825,  826,  846,  847, 
859,  862,  866,  891,  902,  904,  92.2,  939,  945,  946,  958,  971,  972,  984,  1000,  1015, 
1021,  1022,  1028,  1037,  1041,  1042,  1056,  1076-1078,  1105,  1130,  1137,  1138 

Sharpe,  George  H 53,  54,  473,  568,  629,  832,  856,  880,  881,  912,  989, 1010, 1050 

Smyth,  Thomas  A 860 

Stryker,  William  S 6,  7,  87, 

113, 129,  130, 146,  194,  213,  214,  263,  267,  360-362,  395-397,  444,  479,  569,  570 

War  Department,  U.  S 769 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 8,  9, 18-20, 24,  29,  30,  42,  43,  57, 

67,  78,  89,  90,  98,  99,  104,  118,  125,  133,  151-153,  175-177,  201,  226,  251,  252, 
264,  266,  271-276,  305-310,  338-343,  356,  362,  363,  366-370,  400-402,  431,  432, 
450-452,  489,  490,  529-531,  571,  572,  596,  602,  636-638,  774,  789,  800,  807,821, 
824,  835,  839-843,  859,  864,  865,  889,  890,  902,  921,  922,  939,  942-944,  958,  970, 
971,984,  998,  1015,  1020,  1037,  1041,  1042,  1055,  1074,  1075,  1103,  1130-1133 

Willcox,  Orlando  13 21,153-155,177,774 

Mentioned 3,  7, 9, 17, 

19,  22,  29,  31,  39,  40,  44,  46,  48, 51,  56,  58,  63,  64,  67,  68,  82,  90, 93,  96, 105, 113, 
131, 132, 135,  151-155,  157, 165, 166,  173, 176, 178,  180,  190-193,  195,  201, 202, 
215-222,  226, 240,  241,  243,  245,  247,  251,  260,  268,  270,  271,  274,  279-283,  289, 
290,  293,  300,  305-309,  317-319,  321,  326,  337,  338,  340,  343,  346,  350,  356,  358, 
362,  363,  369,  373-375,  382,  384,  385,  399-401,  404-408,  415,  416,  424,  425,  429, 
431,  432,  434-436,  448,  449,  451,  455,  462,  464,  465,  467,  481,  485-487,  489-491, 
494-496,  501,  505,  509,  518,  527,  529-531,  534,  538,  539,  545,  547,  548,  566-568, 
570,  572,  573,  587,  591,  593,  594,  596,  603,  604,  611,  626,  631,  633,  634,  636-639, 
642-645,  686,  725,  750,  774,  789,  791,  799,  801,  820-822,  824,  826,  827,  829,  830, 
837,  846,  848,  856,  858,  860-862,  867,  869,  870,  872,  877,  885,  891,  894,  901,  902, 
904,  910,  917,  918,  921,  924,  926,  930, 931,  937-940,  942-947,  958,  966,  967,  969, 
972,  981,  988,  991-994,  997,  1003,  1004,  1006,  1016,  1023,  1034-1037,  1043, 
1046,1047,1057-1059,1063,  1070,  1071,  1073,  1076,  1078,  1082,  1092,  1110, 
1111,  1117-1119,  1125-1129,  1131-1134,  1136-1142,  1114,  1145,  1150,  1170 

Meade,  William  T.     Mentioned 1247 

Meares,  Oliver  P.     Mentioned 1262 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.     Mentioned 40,  447,  542,  567 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Quartermaster-General'ii  Office,  U.  S.  J. 

Meikel,  George  W.     Mentioned 613,  761,  774,  777,  837,  888 

Melton,  Samuel  W.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General' 8  Office,  C.  S.  A> 
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Mendell,  George  H.     Mentioned 89,  565 

Mercer,  George  D.     Mentioned 1218 

Mercer,  John  T.     Mentioned 1217 

Mercer,  Lawrence.     Mentioned 612 

Merriam,  Waldo.     Mentioned 837 

Merrill,  Charles  B.     Mentioned 613,  998 

Merrill,  Simeon  H.     Mentioned 619 

Merritt,  Christian  G.     Mentioned 1248 

Merritt,  Wesley.     Mentioned 1009 

Merviiie,  Catharinus  B.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Joseph  J.  Bart- 
Ictt. 

Miami,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 233 

Michie,  Peter  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Ab  b o t ,  H e  n  ry  L 791 

Barnard,  John  G -606 

G  ran  t ,  U.  S 598 

Lubey,  Timothy 324 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 588 

Mentioned 588 

Michigan  Troops.     Mentioned. 
Cavalry — Regiments  :  1st,  133. 

Infantry — Companies:  1st  Sharpshooters,  617;  2d  Sharpshooters,  617; 
Brady's  Sharpshooters,  615;  Jardine's  Sharpshooters,  615.  Regi 
ments:  1st,  615,  999;  1st  Sharpshooters,  617;  2d,  617;  4th,  999;  5th, 
614;  7th,  613;  8th,  617;  16th,  615,  999;  17th,  20th,  617;  24th,  616, 
1105;  26th,  612;  27th,  617. 
Michler,  Nathaniel. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  P;irke 604 

Mentioned 252,  564,  565,  689,  805,  822,  918,  921, 975,  976,  985,  1070 

Miguels,  Henry  R.     Mentioned 809 

Miles,  Nelson  A. 

Correspondence  witli 

Glenny,  William 1018, 1019 

Hancock,  Winfield  S :..  57,  223,  224, 

271,558,662,704,723,748,  776,  889,  941,  969,  1018,  1040,  1100,  1101,  1129 

Lynch,  James  C 1018, 1101 

McGee,  James  E 807,  863, 1018, 1019 

Mentioned 56, 

175, 199,  200,  207,  214-216,  218,  220,  221,  229,  230,  235.  257,  270,  271.  287,  299, 
301,  337,  338,  393,  399,  418-420,  425-429,  432,  435,  436.  448, 473,  484,  52 1,  525, 
594, 612,  633,  635,  722,  726,  728,  747,  748,  774,  788,  807,  838,  861,  863,  881-886, 
889,941,956,957,  966,968,  969,  982,  993-996,  1014,  1016,  1018,  1019,  1100 
Military  Complications.  Communications  from 

Beauregard.  G.  T 1201 

Benham,  Henry  W 1036 

Bragg,  Braxton 1179 

Grant,  U.  S 988 

Meade,  George  (1 987, 1035 

Piper,  Alexander 813 

War  Department,  C.  S 1179 

Milledge,  John,  jr.     Mentioned 1221 

Miller,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 1262 
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Miller,  Benjamin  T.     Mentioned 1226 

Miller,  George  McD.     Mentioned 159, 1308 

Miller,  Lovick  P.     Mentioned 1310 

Miller,  Theodore.     Mentioned 364 

Miller,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 805 

Miller,  William  C.     Mentioned 616 

Miller,  "William  D.  W.     Mentioned 486,  887 

Milligan,  James  F.     Mentioned 1225, 1268 

Mills,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 59,  643 

Milton,  Richard  S.     Mentioned 616 

Mine,  Explosion  of,  and  Assault  on  the  Crater  (Petersburg,  Va.),  July 
30,  1864.     Communications  from 

Meade,  George  G 3 

Wise,  E.  N 1160 

Mine  (Confederate),  Explosion  of,  in  front  of  Eighteenth   Army  Corps, 
Aug.  5,  1864.     Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1163 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 59 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 50,  68 

Meade,  George  G 52,  64 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 51,  63,  64, 71 

Parker,  Ely  S 52 

White,  Julius 59 

Minetree,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 1306 

Mink,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 616 

Minnesota  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry — Companies:  2d  Sharpshooters,  613.     Regiments:  1st,  613. 
Mississippi  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :    Confederate  Guards,  1167,  1207,  1225,  1227, 

1244, 1267;  Madison  Light,  1222, 1245. 

Cavalry— Regiments :  Jeff.  Davis  Legion,  656,  881,1219,1310. 
Infantry— Regiments  :  2d,  llth,  1218,  1273,  1309;  12th,  4,  770,  1217,  1306; 
13th,  1215;  16th,  57,  770,  1217,  1306;    17th,  18th,  1215;  19th,  757,  770, 
1217,  1306;  21st,  1215;  26th,  630,.  1218,  1273,  1278,  1309;  42d,  702,  1218, 
1273, 1309;  48th,  4,  212, 474,  770,  1217, 1306. 
Mitchell,  John  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E 1302 

Navy  Department.  C.  S 1290 

Taylor,  K.  D 35 

Mentioned 106.1168,1169,1172,1176,1290,1291 

Mitchell,  R.  Charlton.    Mentioned 178 

Mitchell,  William  G. 

Correspondence  with  Winfield  S.  Hancock 214,  215,  220 

Mentioned   149.250,887 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Winfield  S.  Hancock. 
Mobile  Bay,  Ala.     Operations  in,  Aug.,  1864. 

Communication  from  Andrew  A.  Humphreys 84 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 82,  100,  542 

Mobley,  Edward  M.     Mentioned 345,  615 

Moffett,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 1217 

Monaghan,  William.     Mentioned ,,,,     1216 

88  R  R — VOL   XLII,   PT   II 
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Monroe,  J.  Albert. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunt,  Henry  J 547,  573 

Potter,  Robert  B 202 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 666 

Mentioned 203,547.570.573,597,618 

Montague,  Edgar  B.     Mentioned 1168. 1214 

Monteith,  George.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Sum ucl  Jr.  Crawford. 

Moody,  Daniel  N.     Mentioned 1215 

Moon,  Ransom  B.     Mentioned 1247 

Moore,  Captain.     Mentioned '. 1062 

Moore,  Edwin  L.     Mentioned 1271 

Moore,  George  D.     Mentioned 320 

Moore,  John  F.     Correspondence  with  William  X.  Barker 1162 

Moore,  John  W.     Mentioned 1082,1149 

Moore,  Joseph  D.     Mentioned 1221 

Moore,  P.  T.     Mentioned 1237-1239 

Moore,  Roger.     Mentioned 1310 

Moore,  Samuel  A. 

Mentioned 151,  613 

Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps 151 

Moore,  "Walter  R.     Mentioned 1218 

Moran,  James.     Mentioned 623 

Mordecai,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 108,  412 

Mentioned 447.  742 

Morey,  Elias  W.     Mentioned 599 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  William  Birney. 

Morgan,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 100 

Morgan,  Charles  H. 

Correspondence  with  Winfield  S.  Hancock 336 

Mentioned 207,635,886,995,996 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  WinficJd  S.  Hancock. 

Morgan,  John.     Correspondence  with  E.  L.  Wentz .' 567 

Morgan,  John  H.     Mentioned 1162 

Morgan,  Michael  R. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  D.  Wiley 898 

Mentioned 845,  865 

Morris,  Commodore,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 629 

Morris.  Lewis  O.     Mentioned 837 

Morris,  Louis  M.     Mentioned 614 

Morris,  Orlando  H.     Mentioned 837 

Morris,  P.  A.  S.     Mentioned 1226 

Morrison,  Emmett  M.     Mentioned 1168 

Morrison.  Joseph  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  John  D 696 

Shepley,  George  F 696 

Mentioned 623 

Morrow,  J.  L .     Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1252 

Morrow,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 614 

Morton,  Oliver  P.     Mentioned 194,  783 

Mosby,  Robert  G.     Mentioned 1166 
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Moseley,  Edgar  F. 

Correspondence  with  William  N.  Pemlleton 1262 

Mentioned 1167,1207,1227,1244 

Mosswood,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 1045 

Mott.  Gershom. 

Correspondence  with 

Do  Trobriand.  P.  Regis 687,  723,  738,  799,  970,  997 

Hancock.  Wintiold  8 57. 175,  200,  224,  225,  271,  304, 

365.  571,  633.  636,  660,  663,  686,  738,  748,  777,  863, 1019, 1038, 1040, 1041, 1130 

Hazard.  J ohn  G 364 

McAllister.  Robert 200, 

365, 431,  488,  529,  663,  676,  688,  739,  762,  777,  778,  788,  823,  839, 1020 

Madill,  Henry  J 118 

Meade,  George  G 304,  365,  382,  400,  431,  449,  450,  487,  488,  529 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 365 

Pierce,  Byron  R 545,  595,  676,  687,  739,  777,  970, 1020 

Pulford,  John 304 

Mentioned 56,  57,  64,  89,  149, 150, 174,  175, 186, 187, 197,  200,  222,  223,  265, 

268,  270,  271,  276,  281-284, 293,  295,  302-304.  309,  310,  315-319,  324,  332,  346- 
348,  354-357,  363-365,  373,  374,  383,  384,  386,  388,  392,  394,  418,  440,  443,  462, 
468,  471-473,  482-486,  488,  490,  493,  494,  510,  524, 530,  545,  556,  562,  593,  613, 
663,  676,  687,  688,  701,  703,  704,  720-723,  727,  737-739,  746,  748,  757,  759,  770, 
774,  776-778,  787,  788,  799,  806,  822,  823,  833,  839,  861,  884,  888,  894,  966,  969, 
970,  982,  988,  991,  993,  996,  1016, 1020,  1027, 1038, 1039,  1048,  1100, 1128, 1177 

Mounger,  John  C.  L.     Mentioned 159 

Mount  Washington,  Steamer.     Mentioned 232 

Mower,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned Ill 

Moyer,  Mary,  Barge.     Mentioned .-.       233 

Mudgett,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 613 

Mulford,  John  E.     Mentioned 137,  914 

Munford,  Thomas  T.     Mentioned 1219 

Munitions  of  War.     Supplies  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Abbot,  Henry  L 108, 121, 182,  257,  537,  589,  780 

Birney,  David  B 584,  598 

Butler,  Benj  amin  F 109, 536,  959 

Cutts,  Allen  S 1205 

Davis,  Jefferson 1197 

Edsoii,  Theodore 234,  551,  672,  828 

Hunt,  Henry  J 182,  256,  598 

Ingalls,  Rufus 40,53,102, 125,329,443,471,542 

Kautz,  August  V 16 

Lee,  Robert  E 1252, 1295 

Meade,  George  G 40,142 

Mordecai,  Alfred 108,  412 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 287 

Pemberton,  John  C 1164 

Peiidleton.  William  N 1206 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 40 

War  Department,  C.  S 1199 

War  Department,  U.  S 973 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1294 

Murchison.  Kenneth  M.     Mentioned 1216 

Murdaugh,  William  H.     Mentioned 769 

Murphy,  Joseph  M.     Mentioned 613 

Murphy,  Mathew.     Mentioned _ 613 
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Murphy,  Murtha.     Mentioned 612 

Murray,  Edward.     Mentioned 11270, 1271 

Murray.  John  B.     Mentioned 621 

Myers,  Ezekiel.     Mentioned 1220 

Myrick,  John  R.     Mentioned 620 

Nadenbonsch,  John  Q.  A.     Mentioned 1216 

Naegely,  Henry.     Mentioned 614 

Nashville,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 84,  89 

Navy,  C.  S.     Co-operation  of,  with  Army.     Communications  from 

Lee,  Robert  E 1290 

Mitchell.  John  K 1290 

Pickett,  George  E 1291 

War  Department,  C.  S 1290, 1291 

Navy,  U.  S.     Co-operation  of,  with  Army.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 769 

Palmer,  Innis  N 590 

Navy  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Mitchell,  JohnK 1290 

War  Department,  C.  S 1282, 1290, 1295 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1297 

Navy  Department,  IT.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 82, 100 

Grant,  U.  S ." 654,674,697,769 

Neal,  James  H.     Mentioned 1 166 

Neary,  William  J.     Mentioned 1248 

Neel,  William  H.  R.     Correspondence  with  Peter  A.  Taylor 196,  818 

Neeper,  William  B.     Mentioned 614 

Negroes. 

Employment  of,  as  laborers.     Communications  from 

Butler,  Btnjamin  F 411 

Grant,  U.  S 411 

Martin,  Frederick 653 

Palmer,  Inuis  N 590,  600,  610.  654 

Impressment  of.     Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1268 

Lee,  Robert  E 1256, 1260, 1282 

War  Department,  C.  S 1260,1261,1269 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1280,1282 

Neill.  Thomas  H. 

Mentioned 795 

Relieved  from  duty  with  18th  Army  Corps 795 

Nelson,  Andrew  M.      Mentioned 1218 

Nelson,  George  S.     Mentioned 615 

Nelson,  William.     Mentioned 1221 

Nethercutt,  John  H.     Mentioned 1166 

Newberry,  "Walter  C.     Mentioned 617 

New  Hampshire  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries:  1st,  88,  364,  614,634,722,  759,839,941,957,997, 

1017. 

Infantry— Regiments :  2d,  500,  621,  1045;  3d,  164,  459,  619;  4th,  620,  896; 
5th,  612;  6th,  617;  7th,  164,  619;  9th,  617;  10th,  387,  621;  llth,  617; 
12th,  13th,  621. 
New  Jersey  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  1st,  88,612,1040;  2d,  88, 151,  364,  614,775,982; 
3d,  364,  614,  635,  722,  957,  969, 1017 ;  4th,  620 ;  5th.  620,  895, 1017. 
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New  Jersey  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 
Cavalry— Regiments  :  1st,  618;  3d,  616,  1125. 

Infantry— Regiments :  5th,  545,  614,  739;  6th,  545,  614,  705;  7th,  614,739; 
8th,  614,  704,  705,  739;  9th,  500.  621;  llth,  614,  704,  983,  984;  12th,  613; 
37th,  551,  560,  561,  599,  620, 1026, 1027 ;  38th,  1062, 1063. 

Newton,  John.     Mentioned 750,  752,  753 

New  York  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments:  2d,  85, 140,  612;  4th,  18,  78,  602,  612,  832;  4th 
(naileries),  D,  L.614;  6th,  140,141,151,752:  7th,  613;  8th,  595,  613, 1071, 
1072;  10th,  140;  13th,  623. 694,  813;  13th  ( fiatteriex),  A,  H,  619;  M, 
1023;  14th,  92,104.616,643;  15th,  275,345,  615;  16th,  93,  164,  352,  619, 
623, 1045. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  3d,  612;  7th,  622;  8th,  623;  llth,  88,  151, 
364,614,838,863,982,1040,1102;  12th,  88,364,614,  635,  941,  957,  969,  997, 
1017,1040,  1102;  15th,  88,  616;  16th,  620,  986,  1017;  17th,  622;  19th, 
547,570,618,827;  23d,  624,  794;  24th,  623;  27th,  547,570,  618;  33d,  620; 
34th,  45, 100,  134,  135,  203,  284,  570,  618.  Regiments:  1st  (Batter 'its).  B, 
616;  C,  D,  E,  88,  616;  G,  88, 151,  364,  614,  703,  721,  722,  738,  839,  997, 1017; 
H,  88,  616,  1041;  L,  88,616;  3d,  624;  3d  (Baiteries),  C,  623;  E,  74,  620; 
H,  620,  692,  986, 1017;  K,  M,  622. 

Cavalry— Battalions  :   23d,  623.     Companies:  Oneida,  612.     Regiments:  2d 

(Mounted  Rifles),  434,  617, 1042,  1053;  3d,  165,  282,  291,  622,  715,716,873- 

876,  897,  907 ;  7th,  *  71, 186,  597,  598,  619,  623,  934, 1150 ;  10th,  204,  206,  618 ; 

12th,  73,  624;  20th,  623,  696,  697;  24th,  617, 1042, 1053. 

Engineers— Regiments  :  1st.  501,  618,  619,  1029,  1030,  1081,  1150;  15th,  147, 

333,  350,  362,  611,  1037;  50th,  152,  611, 1037,  1128. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Sharpshooters,  616.  Regiments:  3d,  563,  620; 
5th  (  Veteran),  615;  7th,  612;  10th,  613;  39th,  612;  40th,  613,  762,  983; 
44th,  615,  999;  46th,  617;  47th,  620,  694;  48th,  620,  714,  896, 1005 ;  51st, 
617;  52d,  57th,  612;  59th,  613;  61st,  594,  612;  63d,  612;  64th,  66th, 
613;  69th,  612;  72d,  614;  73d,  613,983;  76th,  615,  800;  79th,  622,647, 
707;  80th,  611;  81st,  621;  85th,  623;  86th,  613,  762,  983,  997 ;  88th,  612; 
89th,  621,  1062,  1063,  1089;  92d,  621;  93d,  614;  94th,  615,  1022,  1041; 
95th,  615,  800;  96th,  621;  97th,  615;  98th,  621;  99th,  73,  624;  100th, 
181,  506,  540,  619;  104th,  615;  108th.  613;  109th,  617;  lllth,  612; 
112th,  563,  620;  115th,  620;  117th,  563,  620;  118th,  621;  120th,  614, 
739;  124th,  613,  762,  9X3;  125th,  126th,  612;  132d,  624;  139th,  621; 
140th,  615;  142d,  563,  620,  694;  146th,  615;  147th,  615,  800;  148th, 
621;  152d,  155th,  613;  158th,  500,  623;  164th,  595,  613,  1071,  1072; 
169th,  620;  170th,  613;  179th,  92,605,  616,  643,668;  182d,  613;  184th, 
1062,1063;  185th,  1125, 1136. 

Nichols,  Edward  T.     Correspondence  with  David  B.  Biruey 184 

Nichols,  George  F.     Mentioned 621 

Nicolson,  James  M.     Mentioned 1262 

Noble, .     Mentioned 1007 

Noble,  Charles,  jr.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  D.  C.,  see  David  B.  Blrncy. 

North  Carolina,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 1294,1297 

North  Carolina. 

Affairs  in.  generally.     Communications  from 

Beauregard,  (T.  T 1232, 1246 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1300 

Lee,  Robert  E 1206, 1235,  1242 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1235, 1299, 1300 

War  Department,  C.  S 1236 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1212, 1240, 1253-1255, 1289, 1293, 1295, 1297 

-1st  Mounted  Rifles. 
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North  Carolina — Continued. 

Operations  in.     Communications  from 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 1203 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1234 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 84 

Hitchcock,  George  II 243 

Vogdes,  Israel 84 

North  Carolina,  District  of.     (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

Harlaud,  Edward 963 

Hitchcock,  George  H 73,  590 

Palmer,  lunis  N 210,731 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  in.     Communication  from  Edward 

Harland 793 

Operations  in.     Communications  from 

Harlaud,  Edward 1116 

Hitchcock,  George  H 1116 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 1203 

Beauregard,  G .  T . '. 1234 

Lee,  Robert  E 1206,1235,1242,1252 

Whiting,  William  H.  C 1282, 1289, 1293, 1299, 1300 

North  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy— Battalions :  1st,  1226;  10th,  1227,  1235.  Batteries: 
Buie's,  1227.  Regiments:  2d,»  1226,1235;  2d  (Batteries),  B,  1227;  3d,t 
1226, 1235. 

Artillery,  Light— Battalions:  3d  (Batteries'),  A,  1227;  B,  C,  1226;  13th, 
1225;  13th  (Batteries),  A,  1226;  B,  1225;  C,  1167,1207,  1227.  1241;  D, 
1226.  Batteries:  Branch,  1220;  Rowan,  1220;  Sampson,  1226.  Regi 
ments:  1st,*  1225-1227,1245,1267;  1st  (liuttcrien),  A,  1220;  B,  1225;  C, 
1191, 1222, 1245;  E,  1167, 1207, 1227, 1244;  G,  1225, 1226;  H,  I,  1226. 
Cavalry— Battalions:  15th,  16th,  1226.  Companies:  Coast  Guards,  1226; 
Spencer  Rangers,  1226.  Regiments:  1st,  708,  715,  1220,  1310;  2d,  881, 
1220,  1310;  3d,  881,  1179,  1225,  1310;  4th,  296,  297,521,1220,1228.1310; 
5th, 360,  881. 1220, 1310;  6th,  921, 1116, 1225. 1228. 

Infantry— Battalions  :  1st  Sharpshooters,  1216,1225;  2d,  1217;  2 d  Local 
Defense,  1226;  2 d  Reserves,  1226:  3d  Senior  Reserves,  1225;  4th  Ju 
nior  Reserves,  1226;  8th  Junior  Reserves,  1226.  Regiments  :  1st,  1216; 
1st  Junior  Reserves,  1226;  2d,  1217;  3d,  232,240,1216;  4th,  5th,  1217; 
6th,  1216;  7th,  159,  806,  998,  1123,  1218,  1308;  8th,  1166, 1227;  llth,  1218, 
1274,1309;  12th,  1217;  13th,  1218,  1308;  14th,  1217;  15th,  1218;  16th, 
1218,1308;  17th,  1166,1227;  18th,  159,218,1123,  1218,  1308;  20th,  1217; 
21st,  1216;  22d,  984,1218,1308;  23d,  1217;  24th,1166.  1227, 1311 ;  25th, 
569,1166,1227,  1311;  26th,  1218,  1274,  1309;  27th,  1100,  1218;  28th,  159, 
218,1218,1308;  30th,  1217;  31st.  543,  1166,  1227;  32d,  1217;  33d.  159, 
218,  789, 1218, 1308;  34th,789,  796,  855,  856,  867,  952, 1218, 1308;  35th.  1166, 
1227, 1311 ;  37th,  159,  218, 1042, 1048, 1055,  1218,  1308 ;  38th.  218,  718.  913, 
922,965,  971,  1218, 1308;  42d,  34, 1166, 1227;  43d,  1217;  44th,  420, 1218, 
1274,1309;  45th,1217;  46th,657. 1065, 1218;  47th,  1218,  1274, 1309;  48th, 
318,327,1048,  1218;  49th,  881,1166,  1227,  1311;  50th.  1225-1227;  51st, 
658, 1166, 1227 ;  52d,  1218,1274,1309;  53d,  1217;  54th,  1216;  55th.  1218, 
1273,1309;  56th,  1166,  1227,  1311;  57th,1216;  60th,  1227;  61st,  66th, 
1166,1227;  67th,  1225. 

*  Also  called  3tith  North  Carolina, 
t  Alao  called  40th  North  Carolina. 
t  Also  called  10th  North  Carolina. 
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North  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  1st  (Colored),  624,794. 
Infantry— Regiments  :  1st,  623,624;  2d,  623. 

North  Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  Department  of.     (Confederate.) 
Confederate  troops  iu.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  8-29, 1864 1166,1167 

Aug.  29.  1864 1207 

Sept.  1,1864 1224-1228 

Sept.  10, 1864 1244,1245 

Sept.  20, 1864 1266-1268 

Sept.  30, 1864 1311 

Orders,  Special,  series  1864— Beauregard :  No.  62,  1158;  No.  80,  1209;  No. 

82,  1231;  No.  83,  1234. 

Recommendations  for  promotion  in.      Communication  from  G.  T.  Beaure 
gard 1196 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Consolidation  of  Archer's  and  Johnson's  brigades.     Communications  from 

Archer,  James  J 1284 

Blair,  A.  A 1286 

Heth,  Henry : 1284 

Hughs,  John  M 1286 

Hughs,John  M.,  et  al 1264 

Johnson,  Bnshrod  R 1263,1265,1283,1287,1288 

Lee,  Robert  E 1285 

Ready,  Horace 1285 

Snowden,  Robert  B 1286 

Hampton,  Wade. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Cavalry  Corps 1171 

Assumes  command  of  Cavalry  Corps 1 173 

Inspection  of.     Communication  from  Henry  E.  Peyton 1270 

Orders,  General,  series  1864—  Lee :  No.  52,  1157;  No.  54,  1169;  No.  58, 

1302.     Alexander  :  Sept.  30,  1306.     Hampton  :  No.  10,  1173. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1864— Lee:  No.  189,  1171;  No.  196,  1185;  No.  197, 
1189;  No.   199,  1195;   No.  205,  1207;  No.  207,  1210.     Huger: 
No.  24,  1156. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  9-29, 186-1 1168 

Aug.  31, 1864 1213-1222 

Sept.  10, 1864 1243,1245 

Sept.  29, 1864 1306 

Sept.  30, 1864 1307-1311 

Recommendations  for  promotion  in.       Communication  from  Wade  Hamp 
ton  1278 

Steuart,  George  H.,  assigned  to  duty  in 1170 

Northington,  John  S.     Mentioned 1249 

Northrop,  Lucius  B.     Mentioned 1268 

Norton,  A.  C.     Mentioned 1249 

Norton,  Lemuel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Baker,  William  N 499.500 

Bruyn,  Wilson 536 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 12-14, 22,  23,  35,  50,  62,  69, 108, 121, 

138, 139,  160,  234,  256,  287,  376,  377,  109,  410,  412,  456,  457,  497,  499,  500.  536 

Cross,  Charles  F 458 

Dana,  Gustavus  S 13, 50, 63,  70, 83, 106, 107, 138, 147, 160 
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Norton,  Lemuel  B. — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

1  )avis,  Charles  L 145 

Krzy  woszynski,  Julius  C 377 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 560,  600 

Partridge,  Sylvester  B 680 

Patterson.  Theodore  F 589 

Simons,  Alfred  G 13, 14, 22,  35, 100, 138, 139.  234,  409,  456 

Mentioned 145.  6 18,  619.  632.  742 

Norwood,  W.  N.     Mentioned 1250 

O.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 97.  98,  37G 

Oakman,  Hiram  A.     Mentioned 617 

Oatea,  R.  M.     Mentioned 1249 

O'Brien,  Alfred  G.     Mentioned 1215 

O'Brien,  Richard.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  T.  Eckert 542 

Ohio  Troops. 
Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments :  1st  (Batteries),  H,  88,202,612. 
Cavalry— Regiments :  6th,  618 ;  13th,  617. 1042, 1053. 
Infantry — Companies  •  9th  Sharpshooters,  617 ;  10th  Sharpshooters, 
617.     Regiments:  4th,  613;  60th,  617;  62d,  619,  673,896;  67th,  608. 
619,713;  130th,  133d,  110;  155th,  234. 

Thanks  of  President,  U.  S.,  to  the  National  Guard 768 

O'Neill,  Henry.     Mentioned 615 

O'Neill,  John  B.  G.     Mentioned 1306 

Onondaga.  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 147 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C. 

Assignment  to  command 499 

Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  Henry  L 588,  647, 1112, 1113 

Ames,  Adelbert 25, 51,  94, 240.  388,  417,  515 

Birney,  David  B 463, 464, 502, 503, 505, 537,  538, 560-562, 584,  587,  650 

Bowers,  Theodore  S 83 

Burnhain,  Hiram 24 

Butler,  Benjamin  F , 15,  37.  50.  65,  71,  83. 

190,  288,  382,  385,  440,  457,  462,  463,  501,  509, 510,  987, 1044, 1062. 1082, 1088 
Carr,  Joseph  B. .   15,  25, 193,  209,  240,  290,  386,  387,  416.  439-441,  464.  513,  514,  600 

Davis,  Robert  S 609 

Foster,  Robert  S 540,  553 

Grant,  U.  S 15, 

123,  353,  384,  511,  534,  535,  542,  585-587,  597,  598,  647,  692, 1062, 1115 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 680 

Marston,  Giluiau 610 

Meade,  George  G. . .  8, 24, 37,  63-65.  71,  83, 84. 190-193, 240,  278-280, 288,  289,  353, 
363,  382-385,  415,  416,  439,  440,  443,  461,  462,  509-511,  535,  536,  550, 1095, 1115 

Michie,  Peter  S 588 

Mott,  Gershom Ou5 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 560,  606 

Paine,  Charles  J 240,  588 

Palmer,  Inuis  N : 654 

Parke,  John  G 178,  289,  290,  671 

Parker,  Ely  S 83 

Potter,  Joseph  H 1089 

Read,  Theodore 553 

Roberts,  Samuel  H 443,462 


INDEX.  1401 

Page. 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Shaffer,  John  W 512,  513,  550 

Shurtleff,  Giles  W 385 

Terry,  Alfred  H 506 

War  Department,  II.  S 716 

Wright,  Klias 416 

Mentioned 7.  10.  1 5.  Jii.  51-53,  55-57.  60.  68,  70,  77,  85, 88, 

94.  115,  136.  168-170, 176,  178,  180.  l!ic.  193.  202,  203,  209,  226,  240,  244,  261- 

263.  266.  276.  282.  283.  293,  295,  303,  323.  350,  354-356,  358.  363,  365,  375,  376, 

386,  387,  391-393.  417.  420.  436-438,  440-443,  449-451,  455,  457-459,  467,  468, 

471.  480,  498-500.  502.  504,  506.  507,  510,  511,  513-516,  519,  520,  535,  536,  538- 

541.  550.  552.  554,  560,  562,  587,  593,  598,  600,  604,  606,  609,  610,  618,  621,  649, 

650,672.691,709,710.715,  712,  906,  977,  1003,  1047,  1060,  1083-108(5,1091, 

1092,1109,  1110,  1113-1115,  1137,  1145,  1146,  1148,  1170,  1171,  1236,  1304 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot. 121, 183,  287 

Organization.  Strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troops 1166- 

1168, 1207. 1213-1222, 1224-1228. 1243-1245, 1266-1268, 1306-1311 

Union  Troops 164,  611-624, 1150 

Orr,  'William.     Mentioned 616 

Orwig,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned   620,  692 

Oaborn,  Francis  A. 

Assignment  to  command 161 

Assumes  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 164 

Correspondence  with  Robert  S.  Foster   461,  652,  681,  744,  793,  851,  907 

Mentioned.  161.  164,  187.  188,  237,  510,  541,  585.  620.  651,  681,  782,  792,  813,  896.  985-987 
Relieved  from  command  of  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps  ..  985,986 

Osborne,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 1249 

Osceola,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 49 

Otey,  John  M.     Mentioned 1178 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G..  see  G.  T.  Ueauregard. 
Otis,  Elmer. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Benham 919 

Mentioned 660 

Otis,  Elwell  S.      Mentioned 615 

Quid,  Robert.     Mentioned 1169, 1298 

Overton,  Edward,  jr.     Mentioned 617 

Overton,  Gilbert  E. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  Harland 1007 

Mentioned 1007 

Owen,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 1219 

Owen,  William  Miller.     Mentioned 1156 

Owens,  A.  T.     Mentioned 1250 

Owens.  Silas.     Mentioned 1251 

Owens.  William  A.     Mentioned 1217 

Pacetty,  J.  Anthony.     Mentioned 1306 

Page,  L.  R.     Mentioned 1278 

Paine,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Birney,  David  B 539,1149 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 766,  987,  1027, 1088 

Duncan.  Samuel  A 38 

Gibbon.  John  ..  766 
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Paine,  Charles  J. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 240,588 

Wright,  Elias 383,  384  516 

Mentioned 37.  38.  504  505. 

510,  516, 537,  538,  540,  588,  622,  1027, 1083-1085,  1088, 1109, 1114, 1146-1148 

Paine,  Jedediah  C.     Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Bumside 44 

Palfrey,  Edward  A.     Mentioned 1197 

Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C 731 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 210 

Hitchcock,  George  H 243,  590 

Holden,  William 610 

Jossely  n,  Francis 590 

Lawson,  Henry  T 600 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 654 

War  Department,  U.  S 123 

Wardrop,  David  W 590 

Mentioned 243.  500.  590.  600.  610.  611.  618.  623.  793.  1116 

Palmer,  John  B.     Mentioned 1161 

Palmer,  Thomas  M.     Correspondence  with 

Baker,  James  M 1188 

Maxwell,  A.  E 1188 

Parham.  William  A.     Mentioned 1217 

Paris,  AndrewB.     Mentioned 1226 

Park,  Wisner.     Mentioned 621 

Parke,  John  G. 

Assumes  command  of  9th  Army  Corps 177 

Correspondence  with 

Babcock,  John  C 757,770 

Bariiaid,  John  G 683 

Birney,  David  B 634, 

672,  680,  685,  691,  710-712,  719,  720,  729,  730,  742,  754,  755,  765,  781 

Ferrero,  Edward 285,  374,  434, 534, 1077, 1105, 1106 

Fisher,  Benj  ainiu  F 675,  700,  736,  747,  771 

Gibbon,  John....i 719,720 

Gowan,  George  W 281 

Grant,  U.  S 654,  655,  682,  683,  697,  717,  734,  746, 1000, 1137 

Gregg,  David  McM 644- 

646,  664,  669-671,  680,  690,  691,  695,  708,  719,  729,  741,  754,  764,  779 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 633,660-662,675, 

676,  684,  685.  700-704,  719-721,  736,  737,  746-748,  760,  761,  774,  940,1038.1039 

Hartrauft,  John  F : 605 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 494,  626,  627 

Hunt,  Henry  J 547 

Hutchins,  Robert  A 373 

Kautz,  August  V 652 

Locke,  Frederick  T 496 

McEntee,  John 656,  657,  674,  683,  697,  698,  717,  718,  734,  746 

Meade,  George  G 178,  202,  227,  228, 252,  278-283, 

315-319,  346, 347,  362,  373,  404-406,  434,  454,  455,  491,  494,  495,  531,  533,  547, 
548,  559,  571-573,  596,  597,  603,  642,  789,  790,  801,  807,  821,  825,  826,  846,  847, 
859,  862,  866,  891,  902,  904,  922,  939,  945,  946,  958,  971,  972,  984,  1000,  1015, 
1021, 1022, 1028,  1037,  1041,  1042,  1056,  1076-1078,  1105,  1130,  1137,  1138 
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Parke,  John  G. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Michler,  Nathaniel 604 

Orel,  Edward  O.  C .• 178,  289,  290,  671 

Potter.  Robert  B 203, 497,  605,  808,  827, 1076 

Sharpe,  George  H 735 

Stryker,  William  S 659,749, 

Warren.  Gouverneur  K 283,  284, 

309,  310,  319,  496.  596.  602,  633,  638-640,  663-6(55.  676,  677,  685,  688,  705,  706, 
719,  720,  724,  739,  749,  750,  762,  763,  778,  864,  867,  944, 1022,  1056, 1075,  1138 

White.  Julius 284,  319,  374 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 203,  253,  284,  285,  320,  605,  633,  634. 

643,  666,  667,  678,  679,  685,  688-690,  706,  707,  719,  720,  725-727,  740,  754,  764 

Mentioned 142, 168-170. 176-179, 190, 192, 193, 

201,  202,  210,  226,  244,  249,  261,  263,  266,  267,  273-278,  284,  285,  289,  293-295, 
303,  305-307,  309-311,  314,  315,  323,  324,  328,  332,  339,  343,  347,  349,  350,  354, 
357,  358,  368,  369,  371,  373,  384-386,  391,  404,  405,  418-420,  431,  432,  434,  452, 
467,  470-472,  482,  487,  489,  490, 517,  519,  520,  524,  526,  530,  531,  533.  534,  548, 
570,  573,  574,  593,  595,  603,  605,  611,  616,  626,  631.  639,  644,  646,  664,  670,  671, 
679-681,  684,  685,  689,  690,  701,  705-708,  710,  711,  719,  720,  724,  725,  737,  742, 
751-754,  784,  795,  808,  855,  866,  867,  904,  937,  939,  943,  946,  947,  1008, 1014, 
1019-1021, 1023. 1030,  1040,  1041,  1047,  1054,  1056, 1064,  1066,  1069,  1073, 
1076,  1094,  1118-1122,  1131-1133,  1136,  1140-1142,  1144,  1150,  1192,  1236 

Staff.     Announcement  of 177 

Parker,  Ely  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Babcock,  Orville  E 1109,1133 

Bickford,  Frederick  T 80 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 80,  91,  92 

Grant,  U.  S 52 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 83 

Mentioned '. 592, 870 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  U.  S.  Grant. 

Parker,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 1217 

Parker,  George  C.     Mentioned 59 

Parker,  Isaac  B .     Mentioned 887 

Parker,  William  W.     Mentioned 1220 

Parkinson,  Edward  T.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edward  Harland. 

Parks,  Marcus  A.     Mentioned 12 18 

Parsons.  Augustin  N.     Mentioned 612 

Partridge,  Sylvester  B.     Correspondence  with 

Clum.  Henry  R 1027 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 680 

Patrick,  Marsena  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Gates,  Theodore  B 853,854,859,901 

Grant,  U.  S 817,  837,  912 

Sharpe,  George  H 858 

Mentioned  ....  241, 242.  473,  611,  645,  763,  783,  784.  837,  848,  901,  903, 1036, 1122, 1150 

Patterson,  Edmund  Y .     Mentioned 615 

Patterson.  George  M.     Mentioned 1221 

Patterson.  Joab  N. 

Correspondence  with  Oilman  Marston 1045 

Mentioned..  621 
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Patterson.  Theodore  F.     Correspondence  with 

Amsden.  Frederick  J 589 

Gibbon,  John 745,  851 

Norton.  Lemuel  B .• 589 

Patton,  Alexander  Or.     Mentioned 619 

Paul,  Frank  W.     Mentioned 694 

Payne,  "William  H.     Mentioned 1219 

Payne,  William  M.     Mentioned 1241- 

Peabody,  Edward  R.     Mentioned 1250 

Pearson,  Alfred  L.     Mentioned 614 

Pearson,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 827 

Peck,  W.  D.     Mentioned 1248 

Peck,  William  R.     Mentioned 1216 

Peckham,  Peleg  E.     Mentioned 809 

Peebles,  William  H.     Mentioned .- 1217 

Pegram,  John.    Mentioned 1216 

Pegram,  William  J.     Mentioned 79,85,1205,1221,1309 

Peirce,  Luther  H.     Mentioned 168 

Peirpoint,  Francis  H.     Mentioned 33, 1261 

Peirson,  Charles  L. 

Correspon     ::ce  with  Samuel  W.  Crawford 91 

Mentioned 275 

Pemberton,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 1304 

Ewell.  Richard  S 1 181 

Lee,  Robert  E 1168 

Maury,  John  M 1182 

War  Department,  C.  S 1164 

Mentioned 1180, 1303 

Pendleton,  Dudley  D.     Mentioned 1168 

Pendleton,  Edmund.     Mentioned 1216 

Pendleton,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 1221 

Pendleton,  William  N. 
Correspondence  with 

Jones,  Hilary  P 1209 

Lee,  Robert  E 1206,1208.1222,1223 

Moseley,  Edgar  F 1262 

Poague,  William  T 1185,1191 

Stevens,  Walter  H 1183 

Walker,  R.  Lindsay 1168,1184,1195,1208 

Mentioned ." 1206,1214,1220,1243 

Fendrell,  William.     Mentioned 619 

Penick,  Nathan.     Mentioned 1186,1191,1221 

Penii,  Davidson  B.     Mentioned 1216 

Pennsylvania  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :  2d,  621;  2d  Provisional,  593,  604,  605;  3d, 

438,623,694;  3d  (Batteries),  M,  619.648. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  D,  88,  526,  570,  618.  Regiments:  1st  (Batter 
ies},  A,  620;  B,  616;  E,  620,714;  F,  151,  614,  775,  823,  838,  863,  997,  1017, 
1040. 

Cavalry— Regiments :  1st,  618,  646, 844,  903 ;  2d,  618,870;  3d,  611.  854,878; 
4th,  134,  618,  627,  640,  644,646;  5th,  140,165,622,  756,873,875,876,1060; 
8th,  205,618;  llth,  241,  291,  563,  589,610,  622,623,  873,876,878,879,908, 
1060 ;  13th,  205, 618, 870, 1024 ;  16th,  618,  627 ;  21st,  614, 999, 1041, 1053. 
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."  ennsylvania  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— Regiments  :  llth,  615;  45th,  617;  48th,  11,434,617,  867;  50th, 
617;  51st,  68.617;  53d,  613;  55th,  621;  56th,  615,800;  57th,  611;  58th, 
461,621;  68th,  611:  69th,  613;  76th,  620;  81st,  612;  83d,  615,  999, 1132; 
84th,  614;  85th,  608,619,  673,  744,  755,  896;  88th,  278,  615;  90th,  615; 
91st,  30,614,999;  97th,  620;  99th,  613,  761,  762,  777,  888;  100th,  616, 
643;  101st,  103d,  623;  105th,  614;  106th,  613;  107th,  615;  110th,  613, 
998 ;  114th,  (HI.  1122 ;  116th,  613 ;  118th,  615. 999 ; 121st,  614, 80C ;  140th, 
612 ;  141st,  614  :  142d,  614, 800 ;  143d,  614,  800, 1105 ;  145th,  148th,  613 ; 
149th,  150th,  614,  800,  1105;  155th,  614,999;  157th,  615;  183d,  612; 
184th,  613;  187th,  614,  954:  188th,  621;  190th,  191st,  372,  615,  800; 
198th,  840, 964,  990. 1000, 1020:  200th,  1025, 1070;  203d,  1027, 1061, 1082; 
205th,  1025, 1070;  210th,  1125, 1138. 
Pennypacker.  Galusha. 

Assignment  to  command 830 

Assumes  command  of  2d  Brigade,  2d  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 851 

Mentioned 620,  830 

Pentecost,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 616 

Perkins,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 620, 622 

Perkins,  Joseph  G.     Mentioned 617 

Perrin,  Abner.     Mentioned. . .   159,  211-213,  218,  245,  246,  256,  267,  296,  297,  326,  329,  334 

Perry,  Edward  A.     Mentioned 734,  747, 1218, 1232, 1233,  1306 

Perry,  William  F.     Mentioned 159, 1215 

Persinger,  George  P.     Mentioned 1248 

Pettes,  "William  H.     Mentioned 611 

Peyton,  Henry  E.     Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 

Office,  C.  S.  A 1270 

Phillips,  James  J.     Mentioned 1168, 1214 

Phillips,  James  P.     Mentioned 1247 

Phillips,  Jefferson  C.     Mentioned 1220, 1310 

Phillips,  Rolla  O.     Correspondence  with  Alfred  II.  Terry 782 

Phipps,  Richard  W.     Mentioned 1217, 1306 

Pickens,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned , 1217 

Pickering,  John,  jr.    Mentioned 619,1150 

Pickett,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 468,  479,  500,  518,  522,  658,  659, 1202 

Lee,  Robert  E 1168, 1186, 1202, 1291, 1304 

Stevens,  Walter  H 1242 

Mentioned 26,  34,  42,  54,  76,  85, 103, 115, 120. 126-128. 145, 167,  231, 

302,  322,  323.  330,  334,  341,  349, 437,  456,  458,  466,  474,  476,  477,  480,  497,  498, 
501,509,511,513,771,832,  882,893,  913,  914,  1123,  1124,  1128,  1144,  1168, 
1169,1172,1202,1213,  1214,  1243,  1271,1290,  1292,1297,  1298,  1303,  1304 
Pierce,  Byron  R. 

Correspondence  with  Gershom  Mott 545,  595.  676,  687.  739,  777,  970, 1020 

Mentioned 614,  635,  663,  739,  778,  901,  920,  970.  983, 1020, 1039,  1041 

Pierce,  Francis  E. 

Assignment  to  command 151 

Mentioned 151,  613 

Relieved  from  command  of  1st  Brigade,  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps 151 

Pierce,  Henry  H.     Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 754, 

764,  780,  790,  828,  847.  905,  926,  961.  974,  985, 1026, 1060, 1114 

Pierce,  John  G.     Mentioned 1250 

Pinckard,  Lucius.    Mentioned „ 1217 
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Finckney,  R.  F.     Mentioned 1294 

Pincua,  Simon.     Mentioned 613 

Piper,  Alexander. 

Correspondence  with 

Gibbon,  John 813 

Hunt,  Henry  J 464 

McGilvery,  Freeman. 459 

Mentioned 539,  561.  622.  649 

Pltkin.  Perley  P. 

Correspondence  with  Richard  N.  Batchelder 899 

Mentioned 121,  251,  447,  551,  631 

Plaisted,  Harris  M. 

Assumes  command  of  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  10th  Army  Corps 460 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Barney 540 

Mentioned 539,  540,  562,  619,  713,  730, 1082 

Staff.     Announcement  of 1082 

Platt,  Hiram.    Correspondence  with  Richard  J.  Falls ; 889 

Pleasaiits,  Henry. 

Assignment  to  command 11 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 156 

Mentioned 11,  808 

Plimpton,  Josiah  1".     Mentioned 237,  459,  871 

Poague,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  William  N.  Pendleton 1185.  1191 

Mentioned 1172, 1222, 1245, 1291, 1309 

Poindexter,  George.     Mentioned 1220 

Polk,  A.  H.     Mentioned 1161 

Pond,  Francis  B. 

Assignments  to  command 811. 1005 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  H.  Terry 110,  673,  693.  713,  744,  812 

Mentioned 110,619,673,730.744,755,811,812,895,896.1005 

Ponder,  James  M.     Mentioned 1250 

Pontoons.     Employment  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Benham,  Henry  W 104, 147,  333,  350,  362 

Michie,  Peter  S 324 

Pool,  Stephen  D.     Mentioned 1225 

Poor,  Walter  S.    Mentioned 623 

Pope,  John.    Mentioned 100, 140 

Poplar  Spring  Church,  Va.  Battle  of,  Sept.  29-Oct.  2, 1864  (including  com 
bats  at  Wyatt's,  Peebles',  and  Pegraro's  Farms,  Chappell  House, 
and  Vaughan  Road).  Corainuuicatious  from 

Babcock,  Orville  E 1133 

Bates,  JohnC 1109 

Clarke,  George  J 1134,1135 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 1136,1138 

Grant,  U.  S 1094,1117-1121,1143.1144 

Gregg,  David  McM 1106-1109, 1139, 1140 

Meade,  George  G 1091, 1093, 1094,  1106, 1118-1122, 1131-1133, 1137-1141 

Parke,  John  G 1137, 1138 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 1131-1133. 1135 

Porter,  David  D.     Mentioned 697,  936 

Porter,  Horace.    Mentioned 197 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  U.  S.  Grant. 

Porter,  Peter  A.     Mentioned 837 

Posey,  Carnot.    Mentioned 28,  591 
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Cntler,  Lysander,  relieved  from  duty  with 805 

Exclusion  of  liquors  from.     Communication  from  George  G.  Meade 837 

Gibbon,  John,  resumes  command  of  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps 1019 

Gregg,  J.  Irvin,  relieved  from  command  of  2d  Division,  Cavalry  Corps 135 

Hartranft,  John  F. 

Assigned  to  temporary  command  of  3d  Division,  9th  Army  Corps 809 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  1st  Division,  9th  Army  Corps 560 

Assumes  temporary  command  of  3d  Division,  9th  Army  Corps 669 

List  of  batteries  of,  whose  terms  expire  during  1864 88 

Orders,  series  1864— Meade :  Aug.  26  (two),  524,  534;  Sept.  28.1069,1070. 
Clark:  Aug.  13,  151;  Aug.  21,  364.  Crawford:  Aug.  24  (two), 
454;  Aug.  25  (two),  493;  Sept.  14,  825.  Hancock:  Aug.  8,  89; 
Aug.  15, 200.  McAllister :  Sept.  5,  704.  McLaughlen :  Sept.  15, 
847.  Wilson  :  Aug.  1,  12;  Aug.  5,  61. 

Orders,  Circulars,  series  1864 — Meade:  Aug.  9,  98;  Aug.  20,  332;  Sept. 
21,954;  Sept.  23,981;  Sept.  25, 1014;  Sept.  28, 1070.  Ayres  : 
Aug.  19,  312;  Sept.  25, 1021.  Bragg:  Sept.  29,  1105.  De 
'•  Trobriand:  Sept.  9,  761.  Edge/I:  Sept.  24,  997.  D.M.Gregg: 
Aug.  13,158;  Sept.  14,828.  Charles  Griffin:  Aug.  25,  492. 
Hancock:  Aug.  3,  30;  Aug.  12,  132;  Aug.  13  (three),  149; 
Aug.  14,  174;  Aug.  16  (two),  223;  Aug.  17,  250;  Aug.  18, 
270;  Aug.  19,  303;  Aug.  20  (two),  337,  338;  Aug.  21 
(three),  364;  Aug.  26,  528;  Sept.  1,  634;  Sept.  6,  722;  Sept. 
13,807;  Sept.  22,  968;  Sept.  25,  1016;  Sept.  27,  634;  Sept. 
28,  1073;  Sept.  29  (two),  1102;  Sept.  30,  1129.  Hazard:  Aug. 
12,  133;  Aug.  30,  595.  McAllister:  Sept.  7,  739.  Mott :  Aug. 
16,  225;  Aug.  25,  488;  Sept.  23,  982;  Sept.  29,  1101.  Parke  : 
Aug.  26,  533;  Aug.  27,  548;  Sept.  14,  826.  Warren:  Aug. 
25r491;  Aug.  26,  532;  Aug.  28,  559;  Sept.  1,  640;  Sept.  30, 
1135;  No.  102,  177;  No.  103,  201;  No.  105,  227;  Nos.  106, 
107,  252;  No.  107|,  276;  No.  109,  343;  Nos.  110,  110^,370; 
No.  131,824;  No.  132,  845;  No.  138,  1075. 

Orders,  General,  series  1864— Meade :  No.  31.  29;  No.  36,  837;  No.  37, 
981.  Burnside:  No.  35,  10.  Gibbon:  No.  61,559;  No.  63,595; 
No.  69,  1019.  Charles  Griffin :  No.  53,  945.  Hancock  :  No.  30, 
888;  No.  31,  941;  No.  32,  957;  No.  35,  996;  No.  36,  1054. 
Harriman:  No.  12,  1138.  Hartranft:  No.  45,  560;  No.  47,  669. 
Hunt:  No.  2,  574;  No.  5,  582.  McAllister:  No.  2,  66.  Parke: 
No.  37,  177;  No.  39,  808.  Smyth :  No.  67,  723.  Warren:  No. 
35,  800;  No.  36,  903;  No.  43,  1103.  White :  No.  38,  59;  No. 
40,  92.  Willcox  :  No.  49,  809. 

Orders.  Special,  series  1864— Meade :  No.  206,  18;  No.  212,  88;  No.  228, 
447;  No.  229,  480;  No.  233,  570;  No.  234,  592;  No.  236,631; 
No.  237,632;  No.  247,  798;  No.  255,  954;  No.  258,  990;  No. 
259, 1032 ;  No.  260, 1053 ;  No.  264, 1125 ;  No.  279,  574.  Ayres  : 
No.  45,345;  No.  46,  372;  No.  49,  547;  No.  61,  846.  Burn- 
side:  No.  132,  44.  Crawford:  Aug.  21,  372.  De  Trobriand:  No. 
77,761.  Dushane:  No.  Ill,  345.  Edge/1:  No.  53,838;  No. 
145,  722 ;  No.  158,  957 ;  Sept.  14,  823.  Gibbon  :  No.  132, 1019. 
J.  I.  Gregg:  No.  60,  135;  No.  78,  550;  No.  99,  1078.  Charles 
Griffin :  No.  132,  1000.  Hancock :  No.  205,  78 ;  No.  210, 149 ;  No. 
212, 250 ;  No.  216,  528 ;  No.  241,  968 ;  No.  244, 1039.  Hartranft: 
No.  71,  826.  Hazard:  No.  141,  635;  No.  143,  686.  McAllister: 
No.  78,  983.  Miles:  No.  494,  571;  No.  498,  602;  No.  508,  799. 
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Orders,  Special,  series  1864  (continued) — Mott :  No.  184,  545.  Parka:  No. 
150,406;  No.  157,  597;  No.  172,  808  fNo.  183, 1000;  No.  238, 
660;  No.  240,  684.  Potter:  No.  88,  11;  No.  98,  374;  No.  99, 
434;  No.  105,  668.  Smyth  :  No.  115,  151.  Warren:  No.  194, 
78;  No.  199,  133;  No.  205,  370;  No.  206,  402;  No.  207,  453; 
No.  215,  641;  No.  229,  844;  No.  232,  903;  No.  239,  1021. 
Willcox:  No.  160,  642;  No.  161.  668;  No.  164,  707. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  31, 1864 611-618 

Sept.  30, 1864 1150 

Parke,  John  G.,  assumes  command  of  9th  Army  Corps 177 

Recommendations  for  proinotiou  in.     Communications  from 

Hancock,  Wiuti eld  S 594,  886,  956 

Miles,  Nelson  A 558 

Potter,  Robert  B 808 

Regulations  for  artillery  in.     Communications  from  Henry  J.  Hunt 574,  582 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.,  relieved  temporarily  from  duty  in 21 

Smyth,  Thomas  A.,  assssmus  command  of  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps 723 

Potter,  Joseph  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Abbot,  Henry  L 1113 

Butler,  Benjamin  F .' 1115 

Ord,  Edward  O.C 1089 

Mentioned 1025, 1088, 1089, 1113, 1 150 

Potter,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 10,  20,  24,  32,  45,  60,  92, 119, 134, 156 

Fisk,  John 119 

Griffin,  Simon  G 406,  533 

Monroe,  J.  Albert 202 

Parke,  John  G 203,497,605,808,827,1076 

Warren,  Gouvemeur  K 347,348 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 155,644,668,728,740 

Mentioned.  21,  81, 119, 154, 156, 178,  201,  202,  227,  252,  279,  282,  308-310,  315,  316,  320, 
339,  343,  348,  369,  373,  374,  405,  434,  492,  494, 524,  533, 534,  573,  603,  604,  617, 
666,  668,  669,  706,  707,  725, 1014, 1022, 1042, 1069, 1072, 1076, 1077, 1105, 1121 

Potts,  Frank.     Mentioned 1247 

Powell,  Edward  H.     Mentioned 622 

Powell,  John  W.     Mentioned 1274 

Powell,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 159 

Powers,  J.  L.     Mentioned 1251 

Pratt,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 416,  622 

Pratt,  Franklin  A.     Mentioned 182, 1070 

Prescott,  George  L.    Mentioned 706 

President,  C.  S.     See  Jefferson  Davis. 
President,  U.  S.     See  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Preston,  John.     Mentioned 1248 

Price,  Samuel  C.    Mentioned 1249 

Pride,  William  G.     Mentioned 802 

Prince,  Frederick  W.     Mentioned 850 

Prisoners  of  War. 

Enlistment  of.     Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 973 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 948,1007 

War  Department,  U.  S 948 
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Treatment  of.     Communications  from 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 959 

Duncan,  Samuel  A 959 

Loriug,  Charles  G 31 

Private  Property.     Depredations  on,  etc.     Communications  from 

Baker,  Lawrence  S 1007,  IL'SO 

Beau  regard,  G.  T 1279 

Gaillard,  Peter  C IL'80 

Grant,  U.  S 213 

Lincoln,  Abraham 167 

War  Department,  C.  S 1279 

Pruy a,  Minott  A.     Mentioned 623 

Pryor,  Roger  A.     Mentioned 72 

Pulford,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Gershom  Mott 304 

Mentioned '. 304,317,488,614 

Quartermaster-General's  Office.  U.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with  Rufus  In- 

galls 40,53,66,76,102,125,329,443,471,566 

Quincy,  William  H.     Mentioned 1250 

Raleigh,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 1294,1297 

Ramsay,  George  D.     Mentioned 973 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A. 

Ramseur,  Stephen  D.     Mentioned 1213,1216,1217,1243 

Ramsey,  David  M.     Mentioned 623 

Rand,  Arnold  A. 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Birncy 51:3,  554 

Mentioned 564,  621, 1109 

Randall.  George  M.     Mentioned 616 

Randlett,  James  F.     Mentioned 459,  6 1 9 

Randolph,  Coleman  L.     Mentioned 1262 

Randolph,  John  F.     Mentioned 612 

Rankin,  William  S.     Mentioned 1216 

Ransom,  Alfred.     Mentioned 624 

Ransom,  Matt.  W.     Mentioned 96, 

297,  329,  359,  360.  393,  851,  880,  899, 1049,  1166, 1227, 121 !,  1311 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr.     Mentioned 1 103, 1300 

Ransom,  William  M.     Mentioned 805 

Raulston.  John  B.     Mentioned G21 

Rawle,  Francis.     Mentioned 1248 

Rawlins,  John  A.     Mentioned 39 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  U.  S.  Grant. 

Raymond,  Edward  T.     Mentioned 809 

Raymond,  John  W.     Mentioned 621 

Read,  John  P.  W.     Mentioned 1167,1207,1227,1241,1263 

Read,  Theodore.     Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Robert  S G09 

Kensel,  George  A 553 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 553 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edward  O.  C.  Ord  ;  also  John  Gibbon. 

Read.  Walter  A.     Mentioned 617 

Ready,  Horace.     Correspondence  with 

Hughs, .John  M 1285 

"ohuson,  Bushrod  K 1264 

89  R  K — VOL   XLII,   PT  II 
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Reams'  Station,  Va.     Battle  of,  Aug.  25, 1864.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 466,470,517 

Gregg,  David  McM 525 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 473,482-484,497,524,525 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 472.  473,  494 

Lee,  Robert  E 1204 

McAllister,  Robert 529 

Meade,  George  G 467-472,  482-490.  494,  495,  510.  511,  517.  518.  535,  556 

Mott,  Gershom 488,  686 

Parke,  John  G 496,  497 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 489.491,496 

Reece,  John  M.    Mentioned 1226 

Reed,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 786 

Reese,  William  J.     Mentioned 1221 

Refugees.    Action  touching.     Communications  from 

Parke,  John  G 763 

Sharpe,  George  H 678 

Warren,  Gouvemeur  K 763 

Reichard,  Francis  H.     Mentioned 621 

Reid,  Alexander  S.     Mentioned 1248 

Reid,  James  S.    Mentioned 1251 

Reid,  William  L.  J.     Mentioned 1262 

Reilly,  James.     Mentioned 79 

Reynolds,  Albert.     Mentioned 612 

Reynolds,  Arthur  E.     Mentioned 1218,  1273, 1309 

Reynolds,  Prior.     Mentioned 1248 

Reynolds,  Reuben  O.     Mentioned 1273, 1309 

Rhode  Island  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :   3d  (Batteries],  C,  562,  620;  5th,  624;  5th 

(Batteries),  D,  K,  623. 
Artillery,  Light— Regiments :  1st  (Batteries),  A,  B,  88,  364,  614,  722,  997, 

1017;  E,  88,  202,  612,  721 ;  F,  622. 
Infantry— Regiments :  4th,  7th,  617. 

Rhodes,  "William  B.     Mentioned 612 

Rice,  Edmund.     Mentioned 613 

Rice,  James  C.     Mentioned 751 

Rice,  R.  Sydney.     Mentioned 1221 

Rice,  William  G.     Mentioned 1215 

Rich,  William  W.     Mentioned 1219,1310 

Richards,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 1222 

Richards,  William  V.     For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Orlando  B.  Will- 
cox. 

Richardson,  Charles.     Mentioned 4 1221 

Richardson,  John.     Mentioned 1168 

Richardson,  Lester  I.     Mentioned 616 

Richardson,  Martin  V.  B.     Mentioned 599 

Richardson,  Nathaniel  A.     Mentioned  854 

Richmond,  Lewis. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 11,1 

Loriug,  Charles  G 31 

Mentioned 16ti 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Ambroxe  E.  Burnside. 
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Richmond,  Va.     Attairs  in,  generally.     CommuuicatiuiiH  from 

Gardner,  William  M  ................................................   1237,  1239 

Maiming,  Fred.  L  .......................................................       522 

Sharpe,  George  H  .......................   568.  718,  735.  881,  012.  964.  989,  1010,  1050 

Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31.  1864. 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Uuion  troops  ..................................       982 

Congratulatory  Orders. 

Birney,  David  B  ....................................................       325 

Hancock.  Wiufield  S  ................................................       888 

Engineer  operations  during.     Communications  from 

Meade,  George  G  ...................................................    19,  115 

Warren,  Gouverueur  K  ..............................................         19 

Exclusion  of  liquors  from.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S  .........................................................       837 

Meade,  George  G  ....................................................       837 

List  of  lield-works.     (  I'uiou)  ............................................       954 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  during.     Communications  from 

Abbot,  Henry  L  ...................................................   790,  791 

Ames,  Adelbert  .....................................................       515 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B  ....................................................         31 

Benham,  Henry  W  ................................................  918,  919 

Birney,  David  B  .................   101,  351,  352,  379-381,  412-414,  459,  464,  504, 

505,  507,  508,  515,  516,  538-540,  552,  650,  692,  743,  894,  1004,  1062.  1080-1082 
Bragg,  Edward  S  ....................................................     1105 

Butler,  Benjamin  F  ...........................................   37,189,190, 

412,  413,  437,  438,  457,  458,  500,  503,  504.  509,  926,  1004,  1062,  1063,  1082,  1088 
Carr,  Joseph  B  ...............................................   15,16,25,387 

Crawford,  Samuel  W  ..........................................   454,493,532 

Curtis,  N.  Martin  ....................................................       563 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  ,jr  ...........................................  947,  972,  973 

De  Trobriaud,  P.  Regis  ............................................   983,  997 

Edgell,  Frederick  M  ............................................   1017,1040 

Ferrero,  Edward  ...................................................    11,741 

Foster,  Robert  S  ..............................  460,  461,  540,  541,  554,  584,  693 

Gibbon,  John  .......................................................       930 

Grant,  U.  S  ..................................................  38,  39,  48,  95, 

140,  141,  169,  334,  335,  350,  391,  410,  420,  436,  455,  1002,  1010,  1046-1048,  1058 
Gregg,  David  McM  ...........................................  46,51,60,65, 

349,  435,  549,  560,  606,  695,  828,  1001,  1002,  1023,  1024,  1043,  1044,  1057,  1078 
Griffin,  Charles  ...................................................  492,  1104 

Hancock,  Winfield  S  .................................................          8, 

56,57,334-338,349,  351.  402.  663,  675,  686,  703.  704,721,722,  747,  861-863, 

884,885,938-941,969,   993,  995-997,1014-1016,  1018,  1019,  1073,  1129,1130 

Heckman,  Charles  A  ................................................     1063 

Hunt,  Henry  .1  ...................................................   547.  1070 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R  .............................................   1252.  1305 

Kautz,  August  V  ...........................................   1006,  1007,  1064 

Lee,  Robert  E  ....................................   1170-1172.  1201,1202,1257 

McAllister,  Robert  ................................................   739,  983 

Marston,  Gilman  ................................................   1089,  1090 

Meade,  George  G  ......................................  39,  46,  56,  63,  105,  165, 

166,  169,  170,  176-178,  190-193,  242,  282,  289,  332,  363,  365,  373,  384,  390,  415, 
418-420.  426,  431,  432,  434-436,  443,  462,  519,  524,  530,  534,  549,  638.  827,  894, 
901,  902,  904,  917,  918,  923-925,  937-939,  943-947,  966,  970,  972.  978,  991,  992, 
1001,  1004,  1008,  1010,  1014,  1043,  1047,  1057,  1064,  1069,  1074,  1076,  1128 
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Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31,  1864 — Continued. 

Movements  and  disposition  of  troops  during.     Communications  from 

Miles,  Nelson  A 723,  788,  807,  863,  889, 1018,  101!) 

Mott,  Gershorn 449,  687,  688,  738,  739,  778,  Iu20, 1040,  104 1 

Ord,  Edward  0.  C 15,  191-193.  365, 

386-388,  463,  464,  501,  502,  505,  506,  510-512,  514,  515,  534,  538. 555, 561.  647 

Paine,  Charles  J 37,  38,  516 

Parke,  John  G 178,  202.  203,  282,  283,  373.  374,  494.  533.  534,  547.  639, 

684,  685,  G90,  691,  719,  721 .  725-727,  737,  910,  916,  ltd',  1038,  1039,  1042,  1076 

Plaisted,  Harris  M 506 

Sheridan,  Philip  H 12, 16 

Terry,  Alfred  H 414.562,712,743 

Turner,  John  \V '. 189 

Warren,  Gonveruenr  K 8, 

201,  453,  493,  529,  532,  638,  641,  844-846, 943,  944, 1021 , 1041, 1075, 1103, 1104 

White,  Julius 92 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 178,  668,  669,  726-728,  740 

Wilson,  James  H 12,  47,  61 

Movements  of  U.  S.  vessels  during.   Communication  from  Melancton  Smith.       952 

Operations  during.     Communications  from 

Abbot,  Henry  L 1112 

Andrews,  Joseph 646 

Ayres,  Ronieyn  B 103,  725 

Barlow,  Francis  C 428 

Beaurcgard,  G.  T 1185, 1202 

Birney,"jDavid  B 502,  503,  584,  649,  672,  781,  791,  802,  82!',  830.  848,  927 

Brodic,  Paul 802 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 20,  43,  68,  80,  1 34,  153 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 377,  498 

Crawford,  Samuel  W 133 

De  Trobriaml,  P.  Regis 970 

Douglas,  Hugh  Thomas 1155,1158.  1159.1162 

Edgell,  Frederick  M 775,  776,  788,  823,  838,  982 

Emory,  Campbell  D (527 

Ferrero,  Edward 45, 1077, 1 105,  1106 

Gibbon,  John -. 783 

Grant,  U.  S 141,  212,  357, 418. 518,  795, 1009 

Gregg,  David  McM 708 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 428-430,  432.  448,  636,  759,  760, 1072, 1073, 1100, 1127 

Hazard,  John  G 1 102, 1129 

Howell,  Joshua  B 608,  651 

Hunt,  Henry  J 142,  949 

Tunis,  Gustavns  S 121 

Jackson,  Richard  II 692,  712,  781,  792,  803,  811,  830,  849 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R 1287 

Kautz,  August  V 164, 166.  610,  907,  931,  932 

Lee,  Robert  E 1168.  1233, 1242,  1270 

Locke,  Frederick  T 889 

Lynch,  James  C 1101 

McAllister,  Robert 365,  839 

McCabe.  George  F 1024 

McGilvery,  Freeman 585 

Marstou,  Gilman 121,  1015 

Meade,  George  G 26.  152,  153.  212,  226,  227,  261.  382,  383,  391  - 

393,  399-402,  405-408,425,  466,  624,  795,  815,816,  821,  910,  911,  912, 1065, 1127 
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Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31,  1864 — Continued. 

Operations  during.     Communications  from 

Miles,  Nelson  A 1100,1101 

Orel,  Edward  O.  C 288,  289,  382-385 

Parke,  John  G 278.  279,  405,  434,  033,  004,  800,  867, 1077, 1078, 1105 

Patterson,  Theodore  F 745 

Pendletou,  William  N 1183, 1184, 1208, 1209 

Phillips,  Holla  <  > 782 

Pickett,  George  E 1202 

Pierce.  Henry  H 704,  780,  790,  828,  847,  926,  961, 1026, 1060, 1114 

Platt,  Hiram 889 

Pleasauts,  Henry 156 

Poague,  William  T 1191 

Pond,  Francis  B 673,693,713,812 

Potter,  Robert  B 45,134,156 

Smith,  Charles  H 1024 

Spear,  Samuel  P 417 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 908 

Taylor,  Walter  H 1178 

Thomas,  Henry  G 285,  320 

Voris,  Alvin  C 755,756,765,792,803,895 

Warren,  Gouverueur  K 78,  90,  133,  400,  401,  431,  603,  677,  749,  864 

Weir,  Henry  C 627 

Wethorill,  Samuel 908 

White,  Julius 81 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 45,  9:5.  100,  l.'M.  156,  203,  284,  406,  607,  706 

Wiuthrop,  Frederick '. 403,404 

Wright,  Elias 383,  384 

Reported  movements  of  Confederate    troops   during.      Communications 
from 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B 1 ...       532 

Baheock,  John  C 75,  84,  85,  96, 114, 126,  127,  143, 169,  212,  213, 757, 

785,  806,  854-856,  880,  881,  899,  913,  952,  988, 1011, 1048, 1065, 1066, 1123, 1124 

Bartlett,  Joseph  J 91 

Birney,  David  B , 35,  36,  607,  691,  711,  729,  730,  871,  975 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 13,  34,  65,  82,  255,  323,  349,  409,  410,  455. 1092 

Carr,  Joseph  B 439 

Castle,  Davis  E 168 

Clark,  Thomas  R 6, 29, 113, 117, 129,  395, 397 

Clarke,  George  J 531 

Clum,  Henry  K 1060 

Crawford.  Samuel  W 9,  79, 101, 125 

Dana,  Gustavus  S 13 

Davenport,  John  1 35,  41.  86,  120,  127.  128, 145, 159,  256,  437 

Davis,  Charles  L 74.  124,  129.  395,  396,  546,  667,  834,  835, 890, 1102 

Fearey,  Thomas  H 117,398 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 77, 

395,396,771,  900,  915,  1013,  1029,  1051,  1067-1069,  1092-1094,  1098,  1120 

Fulton,  Henry  W 116, 117,  128,  214,  268,  331,  398,  444-446,  523, 

527,  543, 544,  569,  771,  817,  818,  835,  857,  900,  979,  1009,  1066,  1067,  1099 

Grant,  U.  S 112, 115,  292,  322,  393,  466,  682,  717 

Ilalleek,  Henry  W 291 

Hancock,  Wiutield  S 455,  700,  702,  838,  967, 1126 

Holman,  Harrison  W 834,  915,  916 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 1,  39 
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Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31,  1864 — Continued. 

Reported  movements   of    Confederate  troops   during.      Communications 
from 

Jordan,  Amos  C 113, 129, 196,  330,  331,  397.  543,  592, 1067, 1095-1097 

Kautz,  August  V 962 

Leet,  George  K 5(>7 

Lyon,  Isaac  ,S 835,  900,  10-J7 

McEutee,  John 4,  5,  17,  20-28,  .10,  1 1,  %.  Ml,  2(57,  296,  297,  327,  329,  359.  360, 

393,  394,  420,  421,  474-477,  520,  521,  550,  628.  656,  683,  697,  698,  717,  746,  747 

Manning,  Fred.  L 543,  699,  893 

Meade,  George  G 26,  210,  211,  399,  449,  450,  452, 1015. 1055 

Neel,  William  H.  E 196,818 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 13, 14,  22,  23,  62,  69,  287,  410,  412,  497,  606 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 24,416,1095 

Paine,  Charles  J 766 

Paiiie,  Jedediah  C 44 

Parke,  John  G 228,596,597,683,724,1028 

Peirsou,  Charles  L 91 

Sealy,  Israel  R 1112 

Sharpe,  George  H 34, 

53,  54, 116, 126, 127, 144, 195,  330,  437,  473,  476,  629,  630, 1025, 1079 

Shnrtleff,  G iles  W 385 

Simons,  Alfred  G 13, 14,  35,  30,  100, 138,  409,  512 

Stryker,  William  S 523 

Taylor,  Peter  A 1029,  1054, 1097,  1103 

Thickstun,  Israel 526,  844,  884 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 176,  452 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 754 

Wright,  Elias 416 

Reported    movements   of   Confederate    vessels   during.     Communication 

from  Theodore  F.  Patterson 851 

Reported  movements  of  Union  troops  during.     Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 1169 

Lee,  Robert  E 1161,1 170, 1257 

Moore,  John  F 1162 

War  Department,  C.  S 1170 

Sketches 372,1049 

Richmond,  Department  of.     (Confederate.) 

Confederate  troops  in.     Organization,  strength  etc. 

Aug.  31, 1864 1213 

Sept.  20,  1864 1266 

Gardner,  William  M.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  Brigade  of  Lo 
cal  Defense  Troops , 1296 

Orders,  General,  series  1864— Ewell :  No.  43. 1278. 

Ricker,  John  S.     Mentioned 1101 

Ricketts,  Charles.     Mentioned 489 

Ricketts,  R.  Bruce.     Mentioned 614,838,941,968 

Riely,  John  W.     Mentioned 1211 

Riggs,  William  J.     Mentioned 620 

Rion,  James  H.     Mentioned 1166 

Ripley,  Edward  H.^  Mentioned 624,  794, 1033, 1036, 1063, 1070 

Rivers,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 614,  984 

Roberts,  Joseph.     Mentioned 623 
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Roberts,  Samuel  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Carr,  Joseph  B  ................................................  388,417,461 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C  .................................................  443,  462 

Mentioned  ............................................  387,  417,  443,  462,  461,  621 

Roberts,  William  P.     Mentioned  .......................................  1220,  1310 

Robertson,  Frank.     Mentioned  .............................................     1247 

Robertson,  James  T.     Mentioned  ...........................................     1218 

Robinett,  Henry  C.     Mentioned  ...........................................       831 

Robins,  Charles  M.     Mentioned  ............................................       680 

Robinson,  Gilbert  P. 

Correspondence  with  Ambrose  E.  Burnside  ..............................       119 

Mentioned  ..........................................................  20,  92,  616 

Robinson,  John  C.     Mentioned  ...........................................  750,  751 

Robison,  John  K.     Mentioned  ..............................................       618 

Rockwell,  Alfred  P.     Mentioned  ...........................................      950 

Rock-well,  Henry  C.     Mentioned  ...........................................     1262 

Roder,  John  W.     Mentioned  .............................................   614,  635 

Rodes,  Robert  E  .     Mentioned  ........................  978,  981,  1144,  1213,  1217,  1243 

Roebling,  Washington  A. 

Correspondence  with  Gouverneur  K.  Warren  ...........................  343,840 

Mentioned  ....................................   314,  347,  348,  452,  489,  844,  842,  1132 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Gonrcnieur  K.  Warren. 
Roemer,  Jacob.     Mentioned  .......................................  93,  203,  284,  618 

Rogers,  Edward  W.     Mentioned  ........................................  547,  618 

Rogers,  Embre.     Mentioned  ................................................       621 

Rogers,  George  J.     Mentioned  ..............................................     1250 

Rogers,  George  T.     Mentioned  .........................................   1217,1306 

Rogers,  John  D.     Mentioned  ............  .  ..................................     1248 

Rogers,  Robert  E.     Mentioned  .............................................       616 

Rollins,  -  .     Mentioned  ................................................       877 

Roman.  Alfred.     Mentioned  ................................................     1275 

Rooney,  Edward  L.     Correspondence  with 

A  .......................................................................       771 

A.  B  .........  .  ........................   479,  480,  544,  557,  558,  772,  786,  797,  S17,  953 

Beauregard,  G.  T  ........................................................      196, 

362,  377,  444,  45(5,  479,  480,  544,  557,  558,  659,  772,  786,  797,  817,  953 
Gwynn,  -  ..........................................................       444 

Lee,  Robert  E  ...........................................................       674 

Root,  Charles  N.     Mentioned  ..............................................       782 

Roseiicrantz,  Frederick.     Mentioned  ......................................       473 

Ross,  Hugh  M.     Mentioned  ................................................     1221 

Ross,  John  R.     Mentioned  .................................................       614 

Rosser,  Thomas  L.     Mentioned  ............................................        26. 

262,  360,  520,  521,  785,  1117,  1123,  1124,  1219,  1257,  1279 
Rowley,  Washington  R.     Mentioned  ......................................       592 

Royston,  Young  L.     Mentioned  ............................................     1217 

Rucker,  Daniel  H.     Mentioned  ............................................   66,  125 

Rugg,  Horace  P. 

Assignment  to  command  ................................................       151 

Mentioned  ............................................................   151,613 

Rusling,  William  J.     Mentioned  ...........................................         66 

Russell,  Charles  S.     Mentioned  .....................................   617,  6K9,  1039 

Russell,  William,  jr.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edward  O,  C.  Ord. 
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Rust,  James  A.     Mentioned 1250 

Rutherford,  "William  D.     Mentioned 1215 

Rutledge,  B.  Huger.    Mentioned 1219.  1310 

Ryals,  G.  M.     Mentioned 1171 

Ryerson,  George  W.     Mentioned (513 

S.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beaure^ard 079.  990, 1013, 1098 

Salter.  Samuel.     Mentioned 1106 

Sampson,  Orange  S.     Mentioned 616 

Sanders,  C.  C.     Mentioned 1215 

Sanders,  Horace  T.     Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 73 

Sanders,  John  C.  C.     Mentioned 4,  5, 115,  216,  220,  327,  329,  334,  359,  393,  394, 

418,421,437,442,472,  475,  476,  520,  521,  628,  630,  656,  834,  979,  1049,1217 

Sandford,  Charles  O.     Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1192 

Sandford,  William.    Mentioned 739 

Sanford,  John  W.  A.    Mentioned 1166 

Sanford,  Thomas  V.    Mentioned 1218 

Sanger,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 620 

Santiago,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 794 

Sargent,  Daniel  F.     Mentioned  427 

Sassacus,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 627 

Saunders,  William  L.     Mentioned 1218 

Savage,  James  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Harland,  Edward 1116 

Hitchcock,  George  H 73 

Mentioned , 624 

Sawyer,  Frederick  A.     Mentioned 94 

Scales,  Alfred  M.     Mentioned 103, 126, 

128,  231,  246,  256,  394,  421,  471,  472,  475,  476,  483,  543.  657,  698, 
699,  718,  789,  796,  855,  856,  913,  952, 1049,  1103, 1218, 1307,  1308 

Scales,  Nathaniel  E.    Mentioned 1249 

Schaff.  Morris.     Mentioned 131 

Schaunel,  Frederick.     Mentioned 125 

Scheu,  Jacob.     Mentioned 612 

Schilling,  Franz  von.     Mentioned 1 Ill 

Schoonover,  John.     Mentioned 614.  704,  739,  983 

Schreyer,  Philip  H.     Mentioned 613 

Schriver,  Edmund.     Mentioned 798 

Scott.  George  W.     Mentioned .- 1040 

Scott,  Walter  F.     Mentioned 705 

Scott,  William  W.     Mentioned 1306 

Scruggs,  William  H.     Mentioned 1250 

Sealy,  Israel  R. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  Kensel 1112 

Mentioned 742 

For  correspondence  us  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  W.  Turner. 

Seddon,  James  A.     Mentioned 981,1153, 

1179, 1191, 1192, 1197, 1201, 1203, 1210, 1211,  1238,  1257,  1280,  1291,  1301 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 
Seip.  Albert  N. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  H.  Smith 870 

Mentioned : 870 

Sellers,  Eli  G.     Mentioned 614 

Selma,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 84,  89 
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Sergeant,  Sewall. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Benhatii 104 

Mentioned 147 

Sergeant,  William.     Mentioned 1136 

Serrell,  Edward  W.     Mentioned 1 150 

Seward,  Samuel  S.     Mentioned 1148 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Edward  O.  ('.  Ord. 

Seward,  William  H.     Mentioned 804, 1009 

Seymour,  Frank.     Mentioned 614 

Seymour,  Horatio.     Mentioned 1037 

Shadburne,  George  D.     Correspondence  with  W.-ule  Hampton 1235 

Shaffer,  Calvin. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  J.  Hunt 1070 

Mentioned 612 

Shaffer,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 518 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 512, 513,  550 

Mentioned : -. 710 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  benjamin  F.  JSutlcr;  also  Edward 
O.  C.  Ord. 

Shallenberger,  George  A.     Mentioned 133 

Sharpe,  Alexander  B.     For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.,  see  Edward  O.C.  Ord. 
Sharpe,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Babcock,  John  C 97, 

116, 126, 127,  143, 144, 195,  213,  758,  770,  856,  880,  913,  964, 1051, 1066, 1124 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 34,870,871, 1050 

Davenport,  John  1 35, 

41,  76,  86, 103, 116, 120, 127, 128, 145,  246,  256,  330,  437,  477,  914, 1025, 1079 

Grant,  U.  S 144 

McEntee,  John 4, 

5, 40,  96,  245,  246,  297,  329,  330, 359,  476,  477,  521, 568,  630,  718,  747 

Manning,  Fred.  L 477, 521, 522,  543,  556,  569,  601,  630,  657,  658,  699,  718,  893 

Meade,  George  G 53,  54,  473,  568,  629,  832,  856,  880,  881,  912,  989, 1010,  1050 

Parke,  John  G 735 

Patrick,  Marsena  R 858 

Warren,  Gouverueur  K 678 

Mentioned 84,  213,  245,  474 ,  475,  859,  876,  879,  963 

Shatswell,  Nathaniel.     Mentioned 614 

Shaver,  William  H.     Mentioned 830 

Shaw,  James,  jr.     Mentioned 138,  599,  620,  976 

Shaw,  William  H.     Mentioned  620 

Sheafer,  Henry  J.     Mentioned 615 

Shearer,  John  C.     Mentioned 621 

Sheats,  S.  V.     Mentioned 1262 

Shell,  G.  W.     Mentioned 1247 

Shepai  d,  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 1309 

Shepley,  George  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F .- 123,  697,  934.  951,  977, 1007 

Morrison,  Joseph  J 696 

Vogdes,  Israel 934 

Wild,  Edward  A 653 

Mentioned .   84,  618.  CL':.,  1025, 1150 
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Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 717 

Kautz,  August  V 16 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A 12 

WilHon,  James  H 12 

Mentioned 3,  4,  21.  1 1 1, 1 12, 167, 

180,  244,  291,  202,  466,  563,  564,  567,  625.  632.  768,  795,  815.  816,  939,  948,  952, 
960,  978, 1008,  1009,  1090,  1117, 1134, 1169,  1170, 1172, 1238,  11  57, 1258, 1270 

Relieved  temporarily  from  duty  in  Army  of  the  Potomac 21 

Sherman,  William  T.     Mentioned 86, 

111,  140, 193,  474,  674,  682,  764,  795,  942,  943, 1008. 1027, 1198, 1258, 1259 

Shields,  William.     Mentioned 623 

Shivers,  William  R.     Mentioned 1216 

Shoup,  W.  L.     Mentioned 1250 

Shurtleff,  Giles  W. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  O.  C.  Ord 385 

Mentioned 416.  622 

Shuttle-worth.  William  L.     Mentioned • 747 

Sickel,  Horatio  G.     Mentioned 840,964.1000,1020 

Siebert,  Louis.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  James  H.  Wllxwn. 

Sigfried,  Joshua  K.     Mentioned. 45,  617 

Signal  Messages.  (Confederate.)  Intercepted  by  Union  signal  officers.  35.62,97,98, 
106, 109, 137, 196,  322,  332,  362,  376.  377.  444,  456,  46X,  179,  480.  500,  518.  522, 
524, 544",  557,  558,  658,  659,  674,  771-773,  786,  797,  817,  818,  836,  857,  S58.  883. 
915,916,  936,  937,  953,  965,  979,  980,  990,  1013. 1031,1052,1053,1068,1098,1121 

Silvis,  George  W.     Mentioned 618 

Simmons,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 322, 1190, 1218 

Simms,  James  P.     Mentioned 1215 

Simons,  Alfred  G.     Correspondence  with 

Biraey,  David  B 36 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 458,512 

Clum,  Henry  R 810,893,905,960.974,1044,1060 

Norton,  Lemuel  B 13, 14, 22,  35, 100, 138, 139,  234,  409,  456 

Simonton,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 1234 

Simpson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 622 

Sims,  Robert  M.     Mentioned 1167 

Singeltary,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 1218 

Sketches. 

Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31,  1864 1049 

Weldon  Railroad,  Va.    Battle  of,  Aug.  18-21,  1864 372 

Skinner,  Frederick  G.     Mentioned 1214 

Skinner,  James  H.     Mentioned 1216 

Slater,  Selden  C.     Mentioned 474 

Slaughter,  Philips  P.     Mentioned 1214 

Slosson,  Henry  V.     Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Benham 333,  362 

Small,  Michael  P.     Mentioned 898 

Smart,  Charles.     Mentioned 887 

Smead,  Abner.     Mentioned 1271 

Smith,  Mrs.    Mentioned 840 

Smith,  Benjamin  H.,  jr.     Mentioned 1221 
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Smith,  Charles  H. 

Assignment  to  command 550 

Correspondence  with 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  jr b47,  870,  905,  924;  925 

Gregg,  Dav id  McM 349,  827, 828,  973, 1002, 1024, 1043,  1078, 1109 

McCabe,  George  F 1024 

Seip,  Albert  N 870 

Mentioned , 550.  618,  027,  640,  GG5,  891,  947, 1023, 1043, 1057, 1078 

Smith.  Edward  W.     Mentioned 10(51, 1080 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Darid  R.  Birney;  also  Jienjamin  /'.  Butler. 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.     Mentioned 1261 

Smith,  Francis  W.     Mentioned 1172,1222,1228,1243 

Smith,  G.  F.     Correspondence  with  Max.  T.  Davidson 1173 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.     Mentioned 1300 

Smith,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 176, 177 

Smith,  Hezekiah  B.,  jr.     Mentioned 986 

Smith,  James  B.     Mentioned 808 

Smith,  James  M.     Mentioned 715 

Smith,  Jeremiah  A.     Mentioned 908 

Smith  John  D.     Mentioned 1220 

Smith,  John  F.     Mentioned 620 

Smith,  John  Holmes.    Mentioned 1168 

Smith,  Joseph  S.     Mentioned 1032 

Smith,  Melanctoii. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 507, 627, 952 

Mentioned 106.  101).  505,  871 

Smith,  Nathaniel  C.     Mentioned 1007 

Smith,  N.  B.     Mentioned 305 

Smith,  Normand.     Mentioned 621 

Smith,  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 613 

Smith,  Thomas  R.     Mentioned 1309 

Smith,  "William.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of. 

Smith,  W.  Proctor.     Mentioned 1298 

Smyth,  Thomas  A.  • 

Assumes  command  of  2d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps 723 

Correspondence  with 

Hancock.  Winlield  S 224,271,997,1018 

Meade,  George  G 860 

Mentioned 200,  221,  223,  235,  257,  270,  271,  337,  338,  594,  613,  722,  723,  747, 774, 

860,  861,  875,  884,  894,  921,  957,  969,  982,  993-996, 1014. 1016. 1019,  1020, 1011 

Snodgrass,  C.  E.     Mentioned 1248 

Snowden,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 1163 

Snowden,  Robert  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Hughs,  John  M 1286 

Johnson,  Bnshrod  R 1264 

Mentioned 1223, 1288 

Sollee,  F.  C.     Mentioned 1250 

Somers,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 1247 

South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions:  15th,  656.     Regiments:  2d,  3d,*  656. 
Artillery,  Light— Batteries:  Brooks,   1220;    Palmetto  No.  2,  1220;   Pee 
Dee.t  1221;  "Washington,  1311.     Regiments:  1st  (Ilatterie*),  A,  656. 


*  Also  culled  1st  Regular  Infantry. 
t  So  in  return;   evidently  an  error. 
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South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Cavalry— Regiments:  1st,  2d,  521;  3d,  1219;  4th,  521,  921,  1219,  1310;  5th, 

6th,  521, 1219, 1310;  7th,  521,  766, 1083. 

Infantry— Battalions :  3d,  1215;  7th,  1166,1227.  Regiments:  1st  (Pro 
visional  Army),  159, 1218, 1308;  1st  Rifles,  159, 1218, 1308;  1st  (Volunteers), 
159,1215;  2d,  1215;  2 d  Rifles,  159,1215;  3d,  1215;  5th,  6th,  159,1215; 
7th,  8th,  1215;  llth,  1166,  1227;  12th,  159,  1218,  1308;  13th,  159,  197, 
1218, 1308;  14th,  159, 1218, 1308;  15th,  1215;  17th,  18th,  1166,  1227, 1311; 
20th,  1215;  21st,  656,657,  1166,1227;  22d,  23d,  1166,1227,  1311;  25th, 
17,34,40,  1166,  1227;  26th,  1166,  1227,1311;  27th,  1166,  1196,  1227;  Pal 
metto  Sharpshooters,  159, 1215. 

Miscellaneous— Hampton  Legion,  159, 174, 179, 430,  432, 521,  766, 854, 1083 ; 
Holcombe  Legion,  1224L1244, 1266, 1267. 

Southerland,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 1226 

Spalter,  Prank  J.     Mentioned 613 

Sparrow,  Thomas.     Mentioned 1225 

Spaulding,  Ira.    Mentioned 40, 1128 

Spanieling.  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 613 

Spear,  Ellis.    Mentioned 615 

Spear,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 616 

Spear,  Samuel  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Baker,  J.  Stannard '. 695 

Irwin,  William  D 977 

Kautz,  August  V 260,  291,  977, 1028, 1033, 1034, 1064 

Warren,  Gouvemeur  K 325,353,389,417,427 

Mentioned 165,  305,  339,  340,  374,  375, 390, 393, 401,  407.  408,  426-430, 

432,  433,  435,  436,  441,  442,  464,  465,  482, 486,  622,  607,  708, 1006,  1034,  1236 

Speer,  William  H.  A.    Mentioned 159 

Speers,  Thomas  C .     Mentioned 877, 904, 908, 911, 931, 932 

Spencer,  J.  E.     Correspondence  with  Bushrod  R.  Johnson 1264 

Splaine,  Henry.     Mentioned 623 

Sprague,  Augustus  B.  R.     Mentioned 623 

Spring  Hill,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  at.     Correspondence  with  David  B. 

Birney - 508 

Stafford,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned ~ 1240 

Stafford,  Leroy  A.     Mentioned _ 1218 

Stanfieid,  William  B.     Mentioned 1226 

Stanhope,  Philip  W.     Mentioned 615 

Stannard,  George  J. 

Correspondence  with  John  Gibbon 930 

Mentioned 1115,1137,1143,1116,1148 

Stansel,  Martin  L.     Mentioned 1166 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.     Mentioned 10,  67,  91, 167,  441,  731,  768,  815,  973, 1007 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Stark,  Alexander  W.    Mentioned 1165 

Starr,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned 1225 

Start,  Romeo  H.     Mentioned 547,612 

Stearns,  Ozora  P. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  Ferrero 741 

Mentioned ' 617 

Stedman,  Charles  M.     Mentioned .' 1274, 1309 

Stedman,  Griffin,  Mrs.     Mentioned 83 

Stedman,  Griffin  A.,  jr.     Mentioned 52, 56,  64,  65,  69,  71,  82,  83,  873 
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Stedman,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Taylor,  Constantino 1205 

Warren,  Gou vernour  K 1375 

Mentioned 01.  105.  :r,9.  :? 10,  530.  (ilS.  1110, 1)11,  923,  925, 1CU.  932 

Steedman,  John  M.     Mentioned 151),  1215 

Steuart.  George  H. 

Assignment  to  duty 1 170 

Mentioned 1170,  121C.,  1217 

Stevens,  Aaron  F. 

Correspondence  witli  Joseph  13.  C'arr .' 387 

Mentioned 621 

Stevens,  Atherton  H. .  jr.     Mentioned 553,  584 

Stevens,  "Walter  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Douglas,  Hugh  Thomas 1155 

Pendleton,  William  X 1183 

Pickett,  George  E 1212 

Stuart,  W.  D .. 1243 

Mentioned 1184, 1 187, 1208, 1256 

Stewart,  Alexander  P.     Mentioned 1264 

Stewart,  James.     Mentioned 616 

Stewart.  James,  jr.     Mentioned 621 

Stewart.  William  H.     Mentioned 1306 

Stiles,  William  H.,  jr.     Mentioned 1248 

Stiles,  William  H.,  sr.     Mentioned 1216 

Stitt,  William.     Mentioned 620.  692 

Stone,  Charles  P. 

Assignment  to  command :372 

Correspondence  with 

Ayres,  Komeyn  B 493 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 572,  665 

Mentioned 95, 143,  370,  372,  403, 615.  640,  753 

Stone.  Hamilton  J.     Mentioned 1249 

Stone,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 624 

Stone,  John  M.     Mentioned 1218, 1273, 1309 

Stonebreaker,  A.  S.     Mentioned 1248 

Stonemau,  George.     Mentioned 37,  54 

Stoney.  J.  D.     Mentioned 1196, 1197 

Stony  Creek.  N.  C..  Commanding  Officer  at.     Correspondence  with  Robert 

E.  Lee 1257 

Stowe.  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 1218.1308 

Stowe.  William  A.     Mentioned 1218, 1308 

Strang,  Edward  J. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  W.  Benhain 919 

Mentioned 40 

Strange,  James  W.     Mentioned 1226 

Stratton,  Franklin  A. 

Correspondence  with  .Samuel  Wetherill 716,  878,  908 

Mentioned 622,  745,  908. 1236 

Street,  Napoleon  B.     Mentioned 1166,  131 1 

Strength  of  Troops.     See  Organization,  Slrrnqih..  etc. 

3tricker.  David  L.     Mentioned S37 

Strickland,  Major.     Mentioned 54i> 
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Strong,  Joseph  W.     Correspondence  with  Frank  J.  White 441 

Strong,  Richard  P.     Mentioned 820 

Strong,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  II.  Terry 93, 139 

Mentioned 139,352,019 

Stryker.  William  S. 
Correspondence  with 

Clark,  Thomas  K 129,  395.  397,  569 

Davis,  Charles  L 7,  1  IB.  Ml ,  395,  396 

Fearey,  Thomas  H 398 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 395,  523 

Fnltou,  Henry  W 6,  7.  87,  194.  214,  263.  360,  659,  749 

Jordan,  Amos  C 87,  113,  214,  267,  395,  397,  570 

Lyon,  Isaac  S 129,  749 

Meade,  George  G 6,  7,  87, 

113, 129,  130, 146, 194.  213,  211.  263,  267,  360-3(52.  395-397,  4 14.  179,  569,  570 

Parke,  John  G 659,  749 

Warts,  William  H 87.  147, 194,  213,  395 

Mentioned 6 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B.     Mentioned 128,1276 

Stuart,  W.  D. 

Correspondence!  with  Walter  H.  Stevens 1243 

Mentioned 1242 

Stubbs,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 612 

Subsistence  Stores.     See  Munition*  of  War. 

Sudborough,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned * 617 

Sudderth.  John  R.     Mentioned 1250 

Sumuer,  Edwin  V.     Mentioned 1150 

Surgeon-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A.     Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Ben j  nm  in  F 1024 

Grant,  U.  S 1064 

Sutlive,  John  W.     Mentioned 1249 

Swain,  John  L.     Mentioned 1 166 

Swain,  Julius  M. 

Correspondence  with  Oilman  Marston 122 

Mentioned 122 

Sweet,  JohnE.     Mentioned 459 

Sycamore  Church,  Va. 

Ali'air  near,  Sept.  3,  1864.     Communications  from 

Gregg,  David  McM 681 

Kautz,  August  V 681 

Reconnaissance  to,  Sept.  5-6,  1864.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 697 

Kantz,  August  V 715,  716 

Parke,  .John  G 708,  717 

Wetherill,  Samuel 716 

Talbot,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 613 

Talcott,  Charles  G.     Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1192 

Talcott,  Thomas  M.  R.     Correspondence  with  Hugh  Thomas  Douglas 1158, 

1159, 1162 

Taliaferro,  Alexander  G.     Mentioned 1216 

Taliaferro,  V.  H.     Mentioned 1186. 1228,  1310 

Tallahassee,  C.  S.  S.     Mentioned 769,  1212,  12«],  1282,  1293,  1294 

Tallapoosa,  Steamer.     Mentioned r 1295 
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Tanner.  N.  M.     Mentioned 1248 

Tanner,  William  A.     Mentioned 1221 

Tansill,  Robert.     Mentioned 1252 

Tappen,  John  R.     Mentioned 614 

Tate,  JohnM.     Mentioned 1249 

Tayloe,  Edward  P.     Mentioned 1219, 1309 

Tayloe,  George  E.     Mentioned 1217 

Taylor,  Major.     Mentioned 1182 

Taylor,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 617 

Taylor,  Constantino. 

Correspondence  with  William  Stedmnn 205 

Mentioned 1023, 1024 

Taylor,  Erasmus.     Mentioned 1247 

Taylor,  John  D.     Mentioned 1226 

Taylor,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with  David  McM.  Gregg 046 

Mentioned 618 

Taylor,  Osmond  B.     Mentioned 1220 

Taylor,  Peter  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 1097,1118,1125 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 174, 1029, 1054, 1103 

Neel,  William  II.  R 196,818 

Thickstun,  Israel 526,  844 

Mentioned 980 

Taylor,  R.  D.     Correspondence  with  John  K.  Mitchell   35 

Taylor,  Robert  T.     Mentioned 1250 

Taylor,  Walter  H.     Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1178 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Robert  E.  Lee. 
Tennessee  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Infantry— Regiments :  1st  (Provisional  Army),  664,  1218,  1273,  1309;  7th, 
569, 1218,  1273, 1274,  1309;  14th,  1011. 1218, 1273, 1274,  1309;  17th,  217,  809, 
856,1213;  23d,  856, 1213 ;  25th.  1213,  1288;  29th,  217;  44th,  699,  1213; 
63d,  522, 1213. 

Tenny,  Allen.     Mentioned 438 

Terrett,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1305 

Mentioned 1228 

Terrill,  James  B.     Mentioned 1216 

Terry,  Adrian.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Alfred  H.  Terry. 
Terry,  Alfred  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Abbott,  Joseph  C 850,  950 

Birney,  David  B 36, 110, 139, 

187, 188,  236,  237.  352,  380,  460,  539,  540,  712,  730,  743,  765,  781,  811,  950,  1 147 

Hawley,  Joseph  R i»3, 164 

Howell,  Joshua  B 608,  651 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 506 

Phillips,  Rolla  O 782 

Pond,  Francis  B 110.673,693,713,744,812 

Strong,  Thomas  J ._ 93, 139 

Voris,  Al  v  in  C 755,  75G,  705,  7J2,  80o,  »50.  872,  895,  90l>,  928,  962 

Mentioned 93, 162, 163, 183, 

185, 186,  223,  235-237,  352,  378,  379,  414.  459,  464,  502-504.  507,  509,  53S,  539, 

552,  563,  608,  619,  67.1.  711,  713,  714.  743.  812,  895,  995,  1005,   1081.  1113,  1147 

Terry,  William.     Mentioned 1216 
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Terry,  William  R.     Mentioned 103,  120. 1168, 1214 

Tew,  George  W.     Mentioned 624 

Texas  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Infantry— Regiments  :  1st,  4th,  5th,  159,  766. 

Thaxter,  Sidney  W.     Mentioned 618 

Thickstun,  Israel. 

Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  Benj  amiu  F 884 

Taylor.  Peter  A 526,8-14 

Mentioned 1097,1103 

Thomas,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 1251 

Thomas,  Edward  L.     Mentioned 103, 

231, 246,  256,  322,  377,  477,  513,  520,  521,  771,  893,  913.  911, 1218. 1307, 1308 

Thomas,  George  W.     Mentioned 1306 

Thomas,  Henry  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 21 

Ferrero,  Edward 285,320 

Mentioned 11,  31,  32,  67,  79,  347,  617 

Thomas,  James  J.     Mentioned 1249 

Thomas,  J.  Henry.     Correspondence  with  William  N.  Barker 1209 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Mentioned .- 804.  805.  917.  948,  974 

Thomas,  N.  J.     Mentioned 1262 

Thomas,  Oliver  G.     Mentioned 623 

Thomas,  R.  W.     Mentioned 1218 

Thomas,  Wiley  F.     Mentioned 1247 

Thompson, .     Mentioned 5 

Thompson,  Augustus.     Mentioned 621 

Thompson,  B.  S.     Mentioned 1249 

Thompson,  Cameron  L.     Mentioned 1249 

Thompson,  George  S.     Mentioned 1247 

Thompson,  George  W.     Mentioned 613 

Thompson,  Lawrence  H.     Mentioned 613 

Thompson,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 614 

Throckmorton,  Joseph  F.     Mentioned 441 

Throop,  William  A. 

Assignment  to  command 402 

Mentioned 402,614,753,999 

Thornton,  Charles  C.  G.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  F. 
Shepley. 

Thruston,  Stephen  D.     Mentioned 1216 

Tilden,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 615 

Tilton,  William  S. 

Mentioned 19,  402 

Relieved  from  command  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  5th  Army  Corps 402 

Timberlake,  John  C.     Mentioned 1168 

Tinen,  Patrick  S.     Mentioned 613 

Tinsley,  Howard.     Mentioned 1248 

Tippin,  Andrew  H.     Mentioned 611 

Titus,  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 878 

Tobey,  John  S.     Mentioned 59 

Tolman,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 568 

Toon,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 1217 

Torbert,  Alfred  T.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  II.  Sheridan 12 

Mentioned 38,53, 134,  1008, 1009, 1027, 1172 
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Torpedoes.    Employment  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1211 

Grant,  U.  S 567 

Smith,  Melanctou „ . .       627 

Whiting,  William  II.  C 1210 

Torraiice,  David.     Mentioned 182,  209,  620 

Torsch,  John  W.     Mentioned 1301) 

Towers.  John  R.     Mentioned 159, 1215 

Town,  Franklin  E.     Mentioned 1 247 

Townsend,  Edward  D.     Mentioned 131 

Trade  and  Intercourse.     Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 1258 

Palmer.  Innis  N 123 

Transportation.     (Army.)     See  Munitions  of  War. 
Transportation.     (Railroad  and  water.)     Communications  from 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1257 

Grant,  U.  S 564, 565,  805 

Ingalls,  Rufns 7G,  566,  591 

Meade,  George  G 564,  566,  805 

Morgan,  John 567 

Trenholm,  George  A.     Mentioned 1281 

Trigg,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 1252 

Tripp,  Willard  D.     Mentioned 616 

Trumbull,  Thomas  S.      Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 647 

Tulloch,  Ebenezer  C.     Mentioned 617 

Turubull,  Charles  N.     Mentioned 565 

Turner.  A.  S.     Mentioned 1250 

Turner,  James  H.     Mentioned 1250 

Turner,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Biraey,  David  B 101, 188, 237,  259, 380, 381 

Bntler,  Benjamin  F 163, 164, 189,  238,  259,  288 

Curtis,  N.  Martin 110,121,238,259,381 

Ferry,  Orris  S 209 

Mentioned 15,  16,  24,  25,  37, 

101, 110, 161-163,  188-190,  238,  259,  325,  381, 414,  438,  439,  514,  535,  537,  539 

Turner,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 1249 

Turner,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 1238 

Turner,  Vines  E.     Mentioned 1248 

Twitchell,  Adelbert  B.     Mentioned 285, 618 

Tyler,  Casper  W.     Mentioned 614 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Richmond,  Va.,  Campaign,  Aug.  1-Dec.  31, 1864  .       982 
Mentioned. 
Colored. 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments :  2d  (Batteries),  B,  623. 
Cavalry  -Regiments  :  1st,  25,  50,  100, 123,  623, 1045 ;  2d,  25,  561,  622. 
Infantry— Regiments:  1st,  25,620,  622,652;  4th,  37,  622;  5th,  622; 
6th,  37,622;  7th,  138,620;  8th,  620;  9th,  101, 139,  620 ;  10th,  37, 
551,552.622;    19th,  320.  617;  22d,  37,  620,  622,  708-712,  715,873, 
894,895;    23d, 320,  617;    27th,  617, 1106;    28th,  320,  617;  29th, 
30th,  31st,  617;  36th,  417,  622;  3 7th,  38,  551.  552, 554,  622;  38th, 
622;  39th,  43d,  617;  45th,  1026, 1044. 
90  R  B — VOL  XLII,   PT  II 
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Union  Troops — Continued. 
Mentioned. 
Regulars. 

Artillery,  Light— Regiments :   1st  (Batteries'),  B,  622;  D,  R20,  712, 
743,950;  H,  612;  1,612,1078;   M,  620,  895,  1017;   2d  (Batteries), 
A,  618,  1078;  C,"E,  447;  M,  61;  3d  (Batteries),  E,  620;  4th  (Bat 
teries),  B,  616;  C,  61;  D,  620,  714,  730,  755,  850,  1017;  E,  61;    K, 
151,364,614,635,  839,  997,1017,  1040;  L,622;  5th  (Batlerie*),  A, 
622;  C,  364,  614,  635,  839,  997,  1017;  D,  371,372,616;  E,  612;  F, 
622;  I,  364,  614,  635,  839,  997,'  1017. 
Cavalry— Regiments :  5th,  859, 1036, 1126;  6th,  878. 
Engineers — Battalions:  Harwood's,*  611,  612,1150. 
Infantry— Regiments:  8th,  424,  616;  10th,  llth,  615;  12th,  277, 

312,313,615;  14th,  17th,  615. 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Infantry— Battalions :  2d,  623. 
Volunteers. 

Infantry— Regiments :  1st,  100,  123;  1st  Sharpshooters,  614 ;  2d 
Sharpshooters,  613, 761,  777, 778,  888,  983. 

For  other  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

James,  Army  of  the 164, 618-622, 1150 

Potomnc,  Army  of  the 611-618, 1150 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of 618-624, 1150 

Upham,  Charles  L.    Mentioned 624, 793 

Utterback,  Addison  W.    Mentioned 1222 

Van, .     Mentioned 114 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.     Mentioned 1232, 1234, 1279, 1281, 1295, 1296, 1300, 1301 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Vanderwarker,  George.    Mentioned 906 

Vandeventer,  Alexander  S.     Mentioned 1210" 

Vande  Wiele,  John  B.     Mentioned 612 

Van  Hook,  John  C.    Mentioned 1225 

Van  Reed,  William  E.     Mentioned 616 

Van  Rensselaer,  Walter  A. 

Correspondence  with  Theodore  B.  Gates 854 

Mentioned 859,  878 

Varuna,  Steamer.     Mentioned 138 

Vaughan  Road,  Va.     Skirmish  on,  Aug.  22, 1864.     Communication  from  David 

McM.  Gregg 408 

Venable,  Andrew  R.,  jr.    Mentioned 1171, 1276, 1309 

Venable,  Charles  S.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Ifabert  E.  Lee. 
Vermont  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries :  3d,  547, 570, 597,  612, 1129. 

Cavalry — Regiments:  1st,  1125. 

Infantry— Regiments:  9th,  500,624,793,  794,813;  17th,  617. 

Vezin,  Henry  A.     Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot 537 

Villepigue,  James  J.    Mentioned * 1248 

Vincent,  Thomas  M.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Virginia,  C.S.  S.    Mentioned 699 

Virginia.     .Schedules  of  prices  for  provisions,  etc.,  established  in 1151 

*  Formerly  Mendell's. 
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Virginia,  Eastern  Shore  of.     Affairs  in,  generally.     Communications  from 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 33 

Strong,  Joseph  W 44! 

Virginia,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1206 

Virginia  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy— Battalions :  10th,  629.  Batteries :  Neblett,  1228. 
Artillery,  Light — Batteries:  Albermarle,  1222,  1245;  Alleghany,  1221; 
Ainherst,  1221;  Ashland,  1220;  Bedford,  1220;  Blount's,  1167,  1207, 
1227,1244;  Brooke,  1191, 1222, 1245 ;  Chamberlayne's,*  1183,1184,1220; 
Charlottesville,  1221;  Clutter's,!  1221;  Courtney,  1221;  Danville, 
1221;  Ellett's,  1221;  Fauquier,  1167,  1207,  1227,  1244;  Fluvanna,  1221; 
Fredericksburg,  1221;  Hampden,  1167, 1207, 1227, 1244;  King 'William, 
1221;  Lee,  1221;  Letcher,  1221;  Lewis',  1186,1221,1245;  McGregor's, 
881,1311;  Martin's,  1167, 1207, 1220,  1227,  1244;  Moore's,  1221;  Morris, 
1221;  Nelson,  1220;  Norfolk  Blues,  1221;  Orange,  1221;  Otey,  1220; 
Parker's,  1220;  Fegram's,  1167, 1207, 1227, 1244;  Petersburg,  1228, 1311; 
Fowhatan,  1221 ;  Purcell,  1221 ;  Richmond  Fayette,  1167,  1207,  1227, 
1244;  Richmond  Howitzers  (Companies),  1st,  1220;  2d,  3d,  1221; 
Ringgold,  1220 ;  Rockbridge,  1168, 1173, 1221 ;  Rockbridge  No.  2,  1221 ; 
Salem,  1221;  Southside,  1228;  Stafford,  1221 ;  Staunton,  1221 ;  Staun- 
ton  Hill,  1226;  Sturdivant's,  1167,1207,  1227,  1244;  Taylor's,  1220; 
Wright's,  1167, 1207, 1227, 1244;  Young's,  1167, 1207, 1227, 1244, 1263. 
Cavalry — Battalions:  1st  Local  Defense,  1213;  35th,  1219.  Regiments: 
1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  1219;  5th,  696,1219;  6th,  1219;  7th,  262,856,  859,876, 
1219;  9th,  785,1011,1220,1310;  10th,  141,  143,  147,  785,  801,  1220,  1310; 
llth,  12th,  1219;  13th,  785,1220,1310;  15th,  1219,1279;  24th,  521,766, 
1083. 

Infantry— Battalions :  1st  Local  Defense,  629 ;  1st  Reserves,  1237-1239; 
3d  (Hood's  Operatives),  1225,  1244,  1267,  1268;  3d  Reserves,  1268;  4th 
Local  Defense,  629, 1143;  5th  Local  Defense,  629;  6th  Local  Defense, 
629 ;  22d,1219, 1309 ;  25th,  240,  556,  601,  630,  766,  914, 1083, 1213, 1238, 1266 ; 
44th,  1225, 1244,  1266, 1268;  Archer's  Reserves,  1225, 1267  Companies  : 
Hobson's  Militia,  1244, 1267, 1268.  Regiments  :  1st,  1168, 1214;  1st  Re 
serves,  629,  1213,  1266,  1268;  1st  State  Militia  Reserves,  1238;  2d, 
1216;  2d  State  Militia  Reserves,}  159,629,  1238;  3d,  1168,  1214,  1291; 
3d  Local  Defense  Troops,  1270;  4th,  5th,  1216;  6th,  169,266,296,297, 
833, 1050, 1056,  1066, 1079, 1217,  1306;  7th,  1168, 1214;  8th,  522,  1168, 1214; 
9th,  766,  832,  1168,  1214;  10th,  232,  1216;  llth,  699,  1168,  1214;  12th, 
1066,  1217,  1306;  13th,  1216;  14th,  1168,  1214;  15th,  1168,  1214,  1292; 
16th,  758,806,1217,1306;  17th,  1168,1214;  18th,  893,1168,  1214;  19th, 
1168,  1214;  21st,  1216;  22d,  1273;  23d,  1216;  24th,  477,  522,  699,  1168, 
1214;  25th,  1216,  1252;  26th,  1166,  1227,  1311;  27th,  1216;  28th,  29th, 
1168,1214;  30th,  832,  1168,  1214;  31st,  1216;  32d,  350,  699,  1168,  1214; 
33d,  1216;  34th,  899, 1166, 1225, 1227, 1245, 1267,  1311;  37th,  1216;  38th, 
1168,1214;  40th,  1219, 1273, 1274,  1309;  41st,  475,  476,  1217,  1306;  42d, 
44th,  1216;  46th,  854-856, 881, 913, 1050, 1166, 1227, 1311;  47th,  1219, 1273, 
1309;  48th,  49th,  50th,  52d,  1216;  53d,  543,  1168,  1214;  54th,  1252; 
55th,  1219,  1273,  1309;  56th,  57th,  1168,  1214;  58th,  1216;  59th,  965, 
1166,  1227, 1311;  61st,  163,  212, 1217,  1306. 
Miscellaneous — Richmond  City  Home  Guards,  746,  749. 

"Formerly  Davidaou's. 
t  Formerly  M.  Johnson's. 
;  Also  called  19th  Militia. 
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Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Infantry — Companies  :  1st,  623. 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of.     (Union.) 

Harland,  Edward,  assumes  temporary  command  of  District  of  North  Caro 
lina  

Orders,  General,  series  1864— Buffer :  No.  95.  350.     Harland :  No.  64,  793. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1864— Butler  :  No.  212,50;  No.  217. 100;  No.  224, 
234;  No.  264,  1025.     Harland:    No.  137,  793;   No.  139,  813. 
Palmer :  No.  124,  589. 

For  other  Orders,  see  James,  Arm;/  of  the. 
Union  troops  in.     Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.  31,  1864 618-624 

Sept.  30, 1864 1150 

Upham,  Charles  L.,  assigned  to  temporary  command  of  Sub-District  of 

New  Berne 793 

Vogdes,  Israel. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 84 

Shepley,  George  F 934 

Mentioned 100,  623 

Vogler,  Julius  R.     Mentioned 1249 

Voris,  Alvin  C. 

Assignment  to  command 812 

Correspondence  with  Alfred  H.  Terry 755, 

756,  765,  792,  803,  850,  872,  895,  906,  928,  962 

Mentioned 619,812,850,1005 

Vosper,  Richard.     Mentioned 617 

Waddell,  James  D.     Mentioned 159 

Waddy ,  John  R.     Mentioned 1237 

Wade,  Robert.     Mentioned 1156 

Wadsworth,  James  S.     Mentioned 750,  751 

Waggaman,  Eugene.     Mentioned 1216 

Wainwright,  Charles  S. 

Correspondence  with  Gouverneur  K.  Warren 453 

Mentioned 201,227,616,666,824,1021,1075 

Walcott,  Aaron  F.     Mentioned 616 

Wales,  John  P.    Mentioned 615 

Walke,  Richard.     Mentioned 1309 

Walker  [?],  General.     Mentioned 246 

Walker,  David  N.     Mentioned 1220 

Walker,  Edward  J.    Mentioned 1217 

Walker,  Francis  A.     Mentioned 184, 448, 526,  662, 887 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Win  field  S.  Hancock. 

Walker,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 54,  303,  318,  327, 1189, 1219, 1273, 1284, 1309 

Walker,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1251 

Mentioned 1191, 1268 

Walker,  Joseph.     (Colonel.)     Mentioned 159,1215 

Walker,  Joseph.     (Major.)     Mentioned 464 

Walker,  R.  Lindsay. 
Correspondence  with 

Baldwin,  Briscoe  G 1205 

Cutts,  Allen  S 1205 

Pendleton,  William  N 1168, 1184, 1195, 1208 

Mentioned 79, 1185, 1186, 1191, 1206, 1214, 122i,  1243, 1309 
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Walkup,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 1218 

Wallace,  Lew.     Mentioned 892,905,1171; 

Wallace,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 124  v 

"Wallace,  William  H.     Mentioned 1232 

"Waller,  Thomas.     Mentioned 1310 

Walrath,  Ezra  L.     Mentioned 237 

Walsh,  Edward  D.     Mentioned 1226 

Walsh,  James  W.     Mentioned 611 

Ward,  Giles  F.,  jr.     Mentioned 590,  731 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Edward  Harland. 
War  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1197,  1233, 1239,  1240 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1279 

Bragg,  Braxton 1 179, 1233 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A .- 1257 

Gibboney,  Robert 1151 

Harrison,  William  B 1151 

Hood,  John  B 705 

Hnbard,  E.  W 1151 

Lay,  George  \V 1261 

Lee,  Robert  E 1167, 1169, 1170, 1175, 1180-1182, 1185, 1194, 1199, 1200, 

1203, 1245, 1256, 1260, 1269, 1282, 1290,  1292, 1295, 1297, 1298, 1301, 1306 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 1282,1290,1295 

Pemberton.  John  C 1164 

Whiting,  William  II.  C 1236. 1240, 1257 

"War  Department,  TJ.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F 33,  47,  68,  82,  779.  790,  948,  959,  973, 1044 

Grant,  U.S Ill,  291,  465,  624,  674,  756,  783,  794,  804,  815, 1045, 1117 

Meade,  George  G 769 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 716 

Palmer,  Innis  X 123 

Wardrop,  David  W. 

Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 590 

Mentioned 623 

"Waring,  J.  Fred.     Mentioned 1219. 1310 

"Warner,  Clement  E.     Mentioned 613 

Warren,  Edward  T.  H.     Mentioned 1216 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K. 
Correspondence  with 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B 202,  277, 

311,  312,  344,  345,  370,  371,  403,  433,  453,  492, 532,  546,  641,  725,  845,  866, 1021 

Bartlett,  Joseph  J 43, 91 

Baxter,  Henry 834 

Bragg,  Edward  S 433,454 

Clark,  Thomas  R 29 

Clarke,  George  J 450,  531,  546,  559,  944, 1134, 1135 

Crawford,  Snmuel  W 9,  79, 101, 125,  277,  278,  311,  313- 

315,  433,  454,  491,  493,  546,  603,  641,  666,  824,  845, 86C,  1056, 1075, 1135, 1136 

Cutler,  Lysander 58,  346,  373 

Davis,  Charles  L 545, 546,  639,  667,  834,  835,  865,  890, 1102 

Duane,  James  C 677 

Falls,  Richard  J  843,  844,  890 

Gregg,  David  McM 639,  6-10,  665 

Griffin,  Charles. .  311,  491,  532,  596,  640,  678,  845,  846,  865,  866,  944,  999, 1104, 1105 
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Warren,  Gouverneur  K. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 8,  402,  426,  432,  764,  774,  775,  779,  844 

Higbee,  George  H 844 

Howell,  Charles  W 677 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 90 

Kautz,  August  V 260 

Locke,  Frederick  T 1134 

Meade,  George  G 8,  9,  18-20,  24,  29,  30,  42,  43,  57, 

67,  78,  89,  90,  98,  99,  104,  118, 125,  133,  151-153, 175-177,  201,  226.  251,  252, 
264, 266,  271-276,  305-310,  338-343,  356.  362,  363,  366-370,  400-402,  431,  432, 
450-452,  489,  490,  529-531,  571,  572,  596,  602,  636-638,  774,  789,  800,  807,  821, 
824, 835,  839-843,  859,  864,  865,  889,  890,  902,  921,  922,  939,  942-944,  958,  970, 
971,984,998,1015,1020,1037,  1041,  1042,  1055,  1074,  1075,  1103,  1130-1133 

Parke,  John  G 283,284, 

309,  310, 319,  496,  596,  602,  633,  638-640,  663-665,  676,  677,  685,  688,  705,  706, 
719,  720,  724,  739,  749,  750,  762,  763,  778,  864,  867,  944, 1022,  1056,  1075,  1138 

Potter,  Robert  B 347,348 

Roebling,  Washington  A 343,  840 

Sharpe,  George  H 678 

Spear,  Samuel  P 325,353,389,417,427 

Stedman,  William 375 

Stone,  Charles  P 572, 665 

WainAvright,  Charles  8 453 

Warts,  William  H 116 

Weir,  Henry  C 640 

White,  Julius 311,320 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 320,340,347 

Williams,  Seth 637,638 

Mentioned.  7,  8,  20,26,  41,  82,  84,86,  95,  96, 114, 115. 134,135,141,143, 153. 168-171, 176, 
178, 179, 190-194,  202,  210-213,  242-245,  250,  252,  255,  260-266,  277, 280-284, 
286,  288-297,  300,  302-304,  307,  311,  312,  315-321,  323-329,  331,  332,  336,  338, 
344,  346,  347,  350,  354-360,  363,  364,  371,  374-378,  383,  384,  391-393,  395,  397, 
399,  400,  405-407,  415,  418-421,  426-431,  434,  436,  437,  442,  448,  449,  453-455, 
466-472,  475-477,  481-486,  495,  496,  517-519, 523,  524,  528,  532,  533,  542, 549, 
560,  565,  572,  583,  601,  603,  611,  614,  625-627,  631,  632,  634,  636,  637,  641,  644, 
645,  655,  662,  664,  666,  667,  680,  685,  689,  690,  701,  704,  719,  721,  726-728,  741, 
750,  752,  753,  784,  789,  795,  799,  806,  816,  821,  824,  827,  828,  831,852,  853,  865- 
867,  889,  895,  899,  915,  935,  944-947,  964,  871,  972,  994,  999,  1001,  1008, 1014, 
1021, 1023, 1030, 1043,1047, 1064, 1069, 1075, 1091, 1092,1094,1104, 1108,1109, 
1117-1123, 1126, 1129, 1133, 1135-1139, 1141, 1143, 1144,1150, 1185,1187,1236 

Warren,  Horatio  N.     Mentioned 614 

Warren,  Zenas  C.     Mentioned 620 

Warts,  William  H.     Correspondence  with 

Fisher,  Benjamin  F 18, 42,  73,  97, 116, 247,  398,  421,  423,  914 

Stryker,  William  S 87,147,194,213.395 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 116 

Washbum,  Francis. 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Birney 381 

Mentioned 163, 189,  259,  352 

Washburne,  Elihu  B. 

Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Grant 934,  951 

Mentioned 1009 

Watkins,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 1262 

Watts,  Alexander.     Mentioned 612 
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Watts,  Richard  A.     Mentioned 560,669 

Watts,  William.     Mentioned 1214 

Way,  Daniel  L.     Mentioned 416 

Weaver,  David  J.     Mentioned 616 

Weaver,  Hanson  E .     Mentioned 616 

Weaver,  James  F .     Mentioned 613, 1040 

Webb,  Alexander  S.     Mentioned 886 

Webb,  Lewis  H.     Mentioned 1226 

Webb,  Robert  F.     Mentioned 1216 

Webster,  Ralph  C.     Mentioned 350, 447 

Weems,  Walter  H.     Mentioned 1217 

Weir,  Henry  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Davies,  Henry  E.,  jr 870 

G regg,  Dav id  McM 627,  644 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 640 

Mentioned 923,924 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  E.  Davies,  jr.;  also  David  McM. 
Gregg. 

Weir,  Walter.     Mentioned 1285 

Weisiger,  David  A.     Mentioned 115, 212,  256,  472,  475,  806, 834, 1049, 1217, 1306 

Weiss,  Julius  A.     Mentioned 620 

Weitzel,  Godfrey. 

Assignment  to  command 1146 

Correspondence  \vith  Benjamin  F.  Butler 1148, 1149 

Mentioned 1112,1143,1146,1147,1149,1150 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Welch,  NorvalE.     Mentioned 91,615,1120,1132 

Welch,  S.  Elliott.     Mentioned 1161 

Weld,  Lewis  L.    Mentioned 599 

Weldon  Railroad,  Va.     Battle  of,  Aug.  18-21,  1864  (including  combats  at 

Globe  Tavern,  Yellow  House,  and  Blick's  Station). 
Communications  from 

Ayres,  Rorneyn  B 277,312,344,345,371 

Beauregard,  G.  T 1186-1188,1190-1192 

Crawford,  Samnel  W 277,278,313-315 

Cutler,  Lysander 346 

Davis,  Charles  L 361 

Davis,  Jefferson 1192 

Dearing,  James 1186 

Fulton,  Henry  W 263,307 

Gowan,  George  W 281 

Grant,  U.  S 244,  245,  255, 261, 

262,  266,  292,  294,  295,  327,  328,  353-356,  358,  375,  376,  378,  384,  390,  419,  442 

Hagood,  Johnson 1196 

Hancock,  Wiufield  S 364 

Hayes,  Joseph 313 

Kautz,  August  V . 260,291 

Lee,  Robert  E 1185,1192-1194 

Meade,  George  G 245,251, 

260,  262-265,  273,  274,  276,  280,  281,  283,  290,  293-295,  303,  305-309,  316- 
318,  323,  326,  328.  339-343,  346,  347,  354-358,  367-369,  374.  375,  419,  442 

Mott,  Gershom 304 

Parke,  John  G 280,284,309,310,315-317,319,346,548 
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Weldon  Railroad,  Va.     Battle  of,  Aug.  18-21,  1864  (including  combats  at 
Globe  Tavern.  Yellow  House,  and  Blick's  Station) — Continued. 
Communications  from 

Potter,  Robert  B ." 347, 348 

Roebling,  Washington  A 343 

Spear,  Samuel  P 32.").  353,  389 

Walker,  R.  Lindsay 1195 

War  Department,  U.  S 291 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 252, 

264,  271-278,  283,  305-314,  319.  320,  338-345,  347,  356,  306-371,  375 

White,  Julius 311 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 320,  340 

Newspaper  extracts  concerning 303,  336 

Sketch 372 

Welles,  Gideon.     Mentioned 769 

Welsh,  Merit  C.     Mentioned 616 

Weltner,  John  R.     Mentioned 613 

Wen, .     Mentioned 114 

Wentworth,  Charles.     Mentioned 820 

Wentz,  E.L. 

Correspondence  with  John  Morgan 567 

Mentioned 795,  796, 805 

West,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with  August  V.  Kautz 756 

Mentioned 622,814,1028 

West  Virginia  Troops.     Meutioned. 

Infantry — Regiments :  7th,  613. 
Wetherill,  Samuel.     Correspondence  with 

Baker,  J.  Stannard 716 

Kautz,  August  V 695,716,745,783,878,908,909 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 716,  878,  908 

Weygant,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 613 

Wharton,  E.  L.    Mentioned .^-~~»-._.  „ 1309 

Wharton,  Rufus  W.     Mentioned ..T^;..... 1216,1225 

Wheeler,  Alger  M.     Mentioned <,"..-! -^  -'-> 620 

Wheeler,  Andrew  W.     Mentioned. ...... ...j,.  jj 714 

Wheeler,  Underbill  H.     Mentioned'..-. ;;.  [IT.  ft.;  .......  ^-,J( 611 

Wheeler,  William  H.    Mentioned  .1', .'  '..-_.* -C».T. . .  *£y?fl.. 133 

Wheelock,  Charles.     Mentioned  . . . ?\r'.\A  JS.TTTfiCjX. -~&t--- 314, 615, 8-15 

Whipple,  Lewis  T.  >^«*A  ^ 

Correspondence  with  David  B.  Birney 782 

Mentioned 619 

Whistler,  Joseph  N.  G.    Mentioned 85, 140 

Whitchard,  John.     Mentioned 1249 

White,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 612 

White,  Christian.     Mentioned 1248 

White,  David  B.     Mentioned '. . .       621 

White,  Elijah  V.    Mentioned 1219 

White,  Frank  J.     Correspondence  with  Joseph  W.  Strong 441 

White,  John  H.    Mentioned 1166 

White,  John  W.    Mentioned 1251 

White,  Julius. 

Assignment  to  command 44 

Assumes  command  of  1st  Division,  9th  Army  Corps 59 
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White,  Julius  —  Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Burnsidc,  Ambrose  E  ...................................  59,  68,  81,  92,  99.  104 

Parke,  John  G  ................................................  284,  319.  374 

Warren,  Gouvevneur  K  ............................................  311,  320 

Willcox,  Orlando  B  ..................................................       155 

Mentioned  ..............................................  44,  59,  81,  105,  119,  154, 

156,  178,  202,  227,  228,  281.  282,  284,  309,  310,  315,  316,  320,  373,  374.  405,  406, 

434,  470,  485,  486,  489-491,  493-497,  524,  530,  533,  534,  547,  548,  603,  642,  684 

Staff.     Announcement  of  ................................................         59 

For  correspondence  n.s  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Ambrose  E.  Jhirnsidc. 
White,  Nelson  L.     Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot  .........  790,  791,  802,  810 

White.  William.     Mentioned  ..........................................   1168,1214 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned  ............................................       590 

Whitehead,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  ........................................     1225 

Whitehead,  Richard  O.     Mentioned  .......................................     1306 

Whiteman,  Samson  J.  L.     Mentioned  ......................................       653 

Whitford,  John  N.     Mentioned  .............................................     1225 

Whiting,  William  H.  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A  ......................     1210 

Beaurcgard,  G.  T  .....................................   1212,  1232,  1234,  1237 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A  .......................................     1253 

Hubert,  Louis  .......................................................     1254 

Holmes,  Theophilus  II  ..........................................   1295,  1300 

Lee,  Robert  E  .............................................   1280,  1289,  1294 

McRae,  Dandridge  ..................................................     1255 

Navy  Department,  C.  S  ..............................................     1297 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of  ......................   1282,  1289,  1293,  1299,  1300 

War  Department,  C.  S  ......................................  1236,  1240,  1257 

Mentioned  ____  989,  1200,  1203,  1209,  1211,  1226,  1234,  1235,  1252,  1282,  1293,  1295,  1296 

Whitman,  George  W.     Mentioned  .........................................       617 

Whitiier,  W.  H.     Mentioned  ...............................................     1162 

Whitted,  Walter  A.     Mentioned  ..........................................     1309 

Wickham,  Williams  C.     Mentioned  ...............  195,  360,  521,  567,  786,  1219,  1270 

Wicks,  Jay  M.     Mentioned  ................................................       620 

Wiedrich,  Michael.     Mentioned  ...........................................       615 

"Wiggins,  A.  M.  G.     Mentioned  ....................................  .  .......     1267 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  M. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee  ..............  .  ......................     1186 

Mentioned  .................  4,  5,  26,  28,  34-36,  39,  41,  42,  53,  54,  85,  115,  132,  159,  167, 

170,  195-197,  211,  218,  230,  231,  246,  256,  302,  437,  475-177,  483,  520,  521,  525, 

526,  556,  591,  630,  657,  661,  698,  720,  796,  806,  833,  855,  899,  913,  952.  967,  991, 

1049,1123,  1124,  1144,  1145,  1190,  1192,  1214,  1218,  1243,  1275,  1307,  1308 

Wilcox,  E.  A.     Mentioned  .................................................     1248 

Wilcox,  Nathan.     Mentioned  ............................................  241,242 

Wilcox's  Landing,  Va.     Action  near,  Aug.  3,  1864.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S  ...........................................  .  ..................        49 

Innis,  Gustavus  S  .......................................................         38 

Wild,  Edward  A. 

Correspondence  with  George  F.  Shepley  ..................................       653 

Mentioned  .............................................................  50,  623 

Wilder.  J.  D.     Mentioned  ..................................................     1249 

Wiley,  Daniel  D. 

Correspondence  with  Michael  R.  Morgan  ................................       898 

Mentioned..  ........................      197 
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Wilkins, .     Mentioned 1116 

"Wilkinson,  John.    Mentioned 1297 

Willcox,  Orlando  B. 
Correspondence  Avith 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 11,  24,  33,  45,  81,  93, 100, 105, 134, 135, 156, 157 

Ferrero.  Edward 155, 178,  643.  644,  669,  740 

Hancock,  Winfield  S 497,  727,  728,  764,  775 

Hartrauft,  John  F 68, 155,  644,  669,  679,  728 

Humphrey,  William 33,  406 

Meade,  George  G 21, 153-155, 177,  774 

Monroe,  J.  Albert 666 

Parke,  John  G 203,  253,  284,  285,  320,  605, 

633,  634,  643,  666-669,  685,  688-690,  706,  707,  719,  720,  725-727,  740,  754,  764 

Potter,  Robert  B 155,  644,  668,  728,  740 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K 320,340,347 

White,  Julius 155 

Williams,  Seth 707 

Mentioned 81, 119, 142,  153-156, 202, 

279,  282,  290,  293,  305,  309-311,  315,  316,  320,  340,  347,  348,  370,  371,  373,  374, 
405,  406,  434,  468-470,  473,  483,  484,  486,  490-497,  511,  524, 525,  529,  530,  532- 
534,  547, 548,  573,  603,  604,  617,  643,  644,  647,  661,  666,  668,  669,  675,  679,  686, 
704,  706,  719,  722,  723,  727,  728,  740,  741,  808,  809, 1014, 1022, 1042, 1056, 1069 

Williams,  Arthur  B.     Mentioned 1222 

Williams,  A.  W.     Mentioned 1247 

Williams,  Buckner  D.     Mentioned 1248 

Williams,  Jesse  M.     Mentioned 1216 

Williams,  Seth. 

Correspondence  with 

Humphreys,  Andrew  A 1122 

Warren,  Gouverueur  K 637,  638 

Willcox,  Orlando  B 707 

Mentioned 39,  894,  987, 1015, 1037, 1 110 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  George  G.  Meade;  also  John  G.  Parke. 

Williams,  Titus  V.     Mentioned 1216 

Willian,  John.     Mentioned 663 

Willis,  Edward.     Mentioned 1217,1262 

Wilmington,  N.  C.     Project  for  closing  the  port  of.     Communications  from 

Quiucy  A.  Gillmore 731,732 

Wilson,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Chapman,  George  H 47 

Grant,  U.  S 61 

Mclntosh,  John  B 47 

Sheridan,  Philip  H 12 

Mentioned 16,39,46,51,53,76,81,1008,1270 

Wilson,  John  W.     Men  tioned 615 

Wilson,  R.  E.     Mentioned 1225 

Wilson,  Thomas.    Mentioned 867, 1032 

Wilson,  William. 

Assignment  to  command 571 

Mentioned 571,612,776,799,884,1018,1019 

Relieved  from  command  of  Consolidated  Brigade,  1st  Division,  2d  Army 

Corps 799 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Winfield  S.  Hancock. 
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Wilson,  William  P.     Mentioned 775, 823, 863, 887, 957, 969 

Winder,  John  H.     Mentioned 1239, 1240 

Wingate,  R.  J.     Mentioned 1272,1274 

Wingfield,  John  T.     Mentioned 1196, 1221 

Wingfield,  William  L.     Mentioned 1168 

Winn,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 621 

Winthrop,  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  Roraeyu  B.  Ay  res 403,  404 

Mentioned 3 15, 403,  615,  866 

For  correspondence  a.s  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Homeyn  Ji.  Ayrea. 
Wisconsin  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— Batteries  :  4th,  622. 

Infantry— Regiments:  2d,  614,  641.  1105;  6th,  616,1105;    7th,  304,309, 

1105;  19th,  621;  36th,  595,  613,  1071, 1072;  37th,  38th,  617. 
Wise,  E.  N. 

Correspondence  with  Hugh  Thomas  Douglas 1160 

Mentioned 1155,1158,1163 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with  A.  B.  Woodruff 1251 

Mentioned 34-36, 

854, 880,  899,913, 928, 1049, 1051,1166,  1224, 1227, 1244,1266, 1267, 1287, 1311 

Wise,  Peyton.     Mentioned 1311 

Wissahickon,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 705 

Witcher,  William  A.     Mentioned 1216 

Withers,  John.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 

Withers,  Robert  E.     Mentioned 1225 

Withers,  Robert  W.     Mentioned 1216 

Woerner,  Christian. 

Correspondence  with  Frederick  M.  Edgell 1017 

Mentioned 614,  722, 957 

Wofford,  William  T.     Mentioned 1215 

Wood,  Surgeon.     Mentioned 125 

Wood,  D.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee 1192 

Mentioned 1193 

Wood,  John  Taylor.     Mentioned 769 

Woodall,  Daniel.     Mentioned 613 

Woodley,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned 1161 

Woodruff,  A.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 1251 

Mentioned 1224, 1267 

Woods,  Robert  C.     Mentioned 1249 

"Woodward,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 1250 

Woolfolk,  James.     Mentioned 1220 

Wooster,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler 206, 209,  238,  239 

Mentioned 231-233,  239 

Worth,  William  S.     Mentioned 464 

Wortham,  George.     Mentioned 1226 

Wounded.     Care,  disposition  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Burnside,  Ambrose  E 10 

Meade,  George  G 8,  9 

Potter,  Robert  B 10 
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Wright,  Ambrose  R.    Mentioned 4,  5,  28, 

115, 210-213,  215, 218,  219,  235,  245, 246,  256,  267,  296,  297.  302,  326,  327.  329, 
334,  359,  393,  394,  472,  474-476,  556,  591,  628,  630,  697,  952, 1049,  1217,  1306 

Wright,  Charles  J.    Mentioned 617 

Wright,  Elias. 

Correspondence  •with 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C 416 

Paine,  Charles  J 383,384,516 

Mentioned 416 

Wright,  Gilbert  J.     Mentioned 1219 

Wright,  Horatio  G.     Mentioned 40,  563, 571,  831,  909,  967, 1162, 1172 

Wright,  James  K.     Mentioned 1306 

Wright;  Joseph  W.  B.     Mentioned 612 

Wright,  Samuel.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  liolert  1>.  Potter. 

Wyatt,  James  W.    Mentioned 1222 

Wynn,  James  M.    Mentioned 1226 

Y.     Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard 1121 

Yarborough,  William  H.     Mentioned 1218 

Yates,  Richard.     Mentioned 194 

Yellow  Tavern,  on  Weldon  Railroad,  Va.      Reconnaissance  beyond,  Sept. 
2, 1864.     Communications  from 

Grant,  U.  S 655 

Gregg,  David  McM 645,669,670 

Kester,  John  W 665 

Meade,  George  G 644 

Parke,  John  G 645,654,655,671 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K .. 676 

York,  Zebulon.    Mentioned 1216 

Young,  Joseph  J.    Mentioned 1251 

Young,  Pierce  M.  B.     Mentioned..  520,  521,  567,  656, 1011, 1123, 1124, 1219, 1279, 1310 

Young,  Wilton  L.     Mentioned 1227 

Youngman,  John  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  G.  Parke;  also 
Orlando  B.  Willcox. 

Zachry,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 17,1166,1244 

Zent,  Samuel  M.    Mentioned 620 

Zimmerman,  George.     Mentioned 850 
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